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[AURRicA— Conneotioat,  Jnly  27,  1753— 

8everal  hundred  piiojile  of  this  Colony  hav<!  agreed  to  par- 
ehase  a  large  tract  of  Land  of  the  Six  Nations  of  fndiaoH  of  che 
SuHquehanna,  alK>ut  300  Ittagues  to  the  Westward,  lying  within 
the  l>aunilH  of  tholr  Cbartf-r,  to  Mtttle  apon  it.  Gxpectins  that 
it  will  ho  In  a  Hhort  time  a  duttuict  Uovemment. — London 
Jdagaziut  for  1758.J 


MINUTES  OP  THE  SUSQUEHANNA  COMPANY. 


Windham,  July  18, 175a 
Artiolea  of  agree'  made  and  Settled  between  us  the  8ub- 
soribers,  Inhab"  of  his  Majesty's  English  Colony  of  Conn'  in 
New  Eng,— being  Memorialists  to  the  general  Assembly  of  s'* 
Colony  at  their  Sessions  in  May  last,  for  the  title  of  s**  Colony 
to  a  certain  tract  of  Land  lying  on  Susquehanna  river,  at,  or 
near  a  place  called  Chiwaumuck,  an  Island  in  s''  river,  to  the 
Subscribers  hereunto  is  as  followeth— viz : 

That  whereas,  we  being  desirous  to  enlarge  his  Majesties 
Bnglish  Settlm'*  in  North  Am%  and  further  to  spread  Xtianity 
as  also  to  promote  our  own  temporal  Int",  do  hereby  each 
of  us  (Jon*  and  engage  for  ourselves  and  for  those  we  any 
of  us  repres',  by  signing  for  them  Each  of  us  to  pay  to  Mr. 
Jos.  Skinner,  Jabez  Pitch  Esq'— Eliph'  Dyar  Esq— John  Smith 
Esq— Ezek'  Pierce  Esq  MrLemuel  Smith  and  Capt.  Rob*  Dixon, 
a  Committee  by  us  noininted  to  repair  to  s**  place  at  Susq'**,  in 
order  to  view  s^  tract  of  Land,  and  to  purchase  of  the  Natives 
there  inhabit*,  their  title  and  Ins'  to  s**  tract  of  Land,  and  to 
Survey,  lay  out  and  receive  proper  deeds  or  Conveyance,  of 
8'*  Land,  to  and  for  Each  of  us  in  Equal  proportions,  Each  one 
of  ustwoSpanish  Mill  dollars  before  Committees  going  and  Sett* 
out  on  8**  business,  and  on  their  return,  upon  s**  Committees 
rend*  their  account  of  their  reasonable  charges,  trouble  &, 
Expenses  and  transactions  in  s'*  affair,  and  of  whatever  may 
by  them  be  Expended  in  purchasing  the  same;  we  Each  of  us 
oblige  ourselves,  our  heirs  &c,  to  pay  Each  one  his  Equal  pro- 
portion thereof,  of  what  the  same  shall  surm*  the  sum  before 
pd. ;  and  if  the  sum  advanced  as  aforesaid  shall  Exceed  what 
may  reasonably  be  Expended  in  said  business  and  affair,  s** 
Committee  t-o  be  accountable  to,  and  refund  back  to  Each  Sub- 
scriber that  shall  pay  as  aforesaid,  his  Equal  prop"  of  wha* 
shall  remain  not  Expend**  as  aforesaid— 

And  further  we  do  each  of  us  instruct  &  order  said  Committee, 
to  set  forth  on  s*  Affair  &  business  on  or  before  the  1st  diay  of 
Sep'  next,  and  use  their  utmost  Endeavors  to  purchase.  Sur- 
vey, take  and  receive  proper  Conveyances,  of  a  tract  of  land 
at  or  near  s*  place  Called  Chiwaumuck,  at  Susq**  aforesaicl— or 
some  said  place  in  that  County  not  heretofore  granted,  pat- 
ented or  convey*  to  any  person,  or  persons,  corporation,  or  cor- 
porations, in  opposition  to,  or  alien  from  the  title  of  this 
Colony,  and  that  the  extent  thereof  be  not  less  than  about  20 
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tiiildM  ouH  wuy,  and  10  the  otlinr.  anil  the  mnn«y  by  Ihnni  Ex' 
pendeil  not  to  Exceed  lOOO.t:  lawrul  iiioiiey-Ani)  in  order  for  the 
true  perfuriiitince  of  the  above  written,  we  have  hereunto  set 
and  affixed  our  iiaiiieH.  Excluding  all  right  or  jiretenou  of  right 
to  any  benetit  or  privilege  to  any  thing  that  may  bo  obtained 
or  procured,  if  we  fail  or  omit  to  |>iiy  the  3  dls  to  Said  noininlt- 
tee,  before  their  letting  out  im  aroretutid,  but  the  Same  to  bo 
vi)id  OH  t)  UH.  as  if  our  naiiieH  were  not  HubBcrib«d. 

Subscrlbera    A 
John  AbheUdla  pd  the  Journeying  Oommlttee 
Epaphras  Andrews 

William  Andrews  'J  dls  pd  the  Juiir*  Committee 
Noah  Adams 
Peter  Ayer 

B 
Nathan  Booth  pd  S.IO  to  B.  Gray— Hold  to  AmiM  MorrlH  and 

CertiP  given 
Elisha  Booth 

Moeea  Bennett  his  2  dls  pii  to  B.  (tray 
Ebenezer  Bobbins 

John  HocheradlH  |h1  the  Joar*  Oommittee 
Nathaniel  Hlnghani 
Joseph  Black  man 
Jabez  Brown 

Noah  Brlggs— his  3  ills,  pd  t-o  S.  »ray 
Jamea  Bruieter 

Oaleli  Bates— hist!  ills,  pd  to  Oapt.  J.  Fitch 
Jon'"   Baker— pd  3  dla  to  8.  Gray— Sold  to  Ed.    Samner   Junr 

Jeremiah  Baokner— i)d  2  dls.  to  Capt.  J.  Pitch 
Birii  Betding  3  dls  paid  to  Jonrn*  Coiniuittee 
Win.  Buck  a  dlH  p<l  to  Journ'  Committee 

iHhiei  Barnnm       "      ■■  " 

Oideon  Bingham  " 

William  Cliareh 

Joeiah  Cwrt.is 

Rob'  (Irary  Jun'  3  dls,  pd  J.  Gray  Cert,  given 

Geo.  nrary  — I  dol  pd  to  8.  Gray,  half^hare— whole  afterwards— 

2  dls  to  make  wliola  share  Cert,  given 
Beach  Cutler 
B"nj°  Craig  1  dol.  [>.l  8.  Gray— halt  share- 1754,  Jan  10,  roe'  3  dls. 

for  the  h'  i  Share.     Whole  share  Cert,  given 
r.>.oi,arii  Cmiy 
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Oliver  Craig  ~1  dol.  pd  8.  Gray  for  j  8hare— afterwards  pd   2 

dls  to  make  whole  share 
Aaron  Craig— 1  dol.  pd   S.  Gray  i  sliare  1754  Jan  10  rec**  2  dots 

for  other  ^  share 
William  Cady 
Christian  Crary— 1  dol.  jxl.  8.  Gray  i  share— half  share  bought 

afterwards 
Daniel  Cross  Jun' 
Jacob  Cady 

William  Crary— 1  dol.  pd   to  8.    Gray  J  share  Cert,   given 
Abijah  Cady— his  2  dls  pd.  to  8.  Gray 
Francis  Colgrove  •  "       **  " 

Ebenezer  Cheney  of  Stackbridge— 1  dol.  pd  8.  Gray  J  share 
John  Cogswell— his  1  dol  pd.  to  Capt.  J.  Fitch 
John  Cone— pd  1  dol.  to  Joiirn«  Com.     8old  to  J.  Ackley 
Giles  Churchill  2  dls.  pd  Journ«  Committee 
John  Colbert  1  dol 
Benj.  Colwell—  whole  share— 

Bliphalet  Dyar  Esq.  2  dls.  [xi  Capt.  J.  Fitch 

Gideon  Demsby 

Jonathan  Dean 

William  Davison 

James  Darbe 

Barnet  Dixon— 2  dls.  pd  8.  Gray— 8old  to  Ezra  Dean 

Robert  Dixon  2  dls.  pd  Capt  John  Fitch 

Nathaniel  Dean  Jnn' 

Jede<liah  Darbe 

Thos  Douglass 

David  Downing— his  2  dls  pd  to  8.  Gray 

Reuben  Darbe 

Phineas  Dean 

Samuel  Dean 

Seth  Dean 

J»  Dixon    his  2  dls.  pd  to  Capt.  J.  Fitch 

John  Durrance—  2dJ8.  jxi.  8.  Gray,  Cert  given 

Q€30  Durrance 

Rob*  Dixon-y*  8* 

James  Dixon  2  dls  p<i.  to  8.  Gray 

Rob»  Dixon— Cord wainer 

Win  Darbe 

Nath  Daniels— 2  dls.  jkI  to  Jedediah  Elderkin 

James  Douglass 

8am'  Durrance- his  2  dls.  jkI  to  8.  (rray 
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Richard  Donner  2  dis) 

J.«iah  Pmii  Jan'  3  dls  I    P^  th«  Joura' Committee 

\aa.  Oouglasi.  3  <llii  ^  Ce't'fl<»t«  Rl'^en  half  to  DeminE- 

UideoH  Demii^t  3  db.  [        theotherhalf  to  A.  BidweU 

K 

jKdediah  BlderkiD-a  dls.  p<l.  to  Capt.  J.  Fitoh 
-luHuph  EutoD  "         ■'  " 

Jufihua  Elderkiii  "  " 

Edward  BwiDg  Juu'  3  die.  pd.  to  H.  Gray 


Jabei  Fitch  Esq 
Elijah  Francis 

<:a|)t.  John  Fitch  3  dolls  pd  Jed.  Elderkin 
EleaKur  Fitch 
Nathan  Fellows 
Willtam  FJtoh 
Jiibez  Filch  Jun' 
Jolui  Fitch  Jun' 
Bhiij-  FoUctt 

Kdwanl  Fitoh  Cert,  flret  given 
Benj*  Faseett 

Klea»tr  Fit«h  Bm)'~S  dolLi  pd  Jed  Eldarkin    Now  b-loDga  I 
Eh  Qray  &  8  I.ee 

Sainael  Gray  3  dollH  pd  Capt.  John  Flto 

David  Oris  wold 

Qideon  rjrlBwold 

Awih<!l  Urlttwold 

Ihiuic  Gallop 

Rolmrt  Gordon 

Jolin  Gould 

Olii-er  Gould 

John  GaBton  2  dol1»  pd  to  U.  Gray 

Saiiiiiel  uordoii 

Gw>.  Gordon 

John  GroBvenor  2  dolls  pd  to  8.  Gray 

El>en  GroBvenor        «  "  - 

David  Gots 

William  Gallop 

A  li'Ji  Gaston 

4l<-plieti  (*iirdner-3  dolls  lo  S.  Gray 

rtteplion  Gardner  Jun'  3  dolls  to  8.  Gray 

Joliiiathan  Gardner  "         "         " 
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H 

John  Hamphre3rB 

Nathaniel  Holoomb 

Johnathan  Humphreys 

Zadock  Hodg^kisB 

Joseph  Holland  Jun' 

Klisha  Hurlbart 

Joseph  Holland  Esq' 

Thomas  Head  pd  6£  to  S.  Gray 

Robert  Hunter  pd  2  dolls  to  S.  Gray 

John  Hunter         **  u  *, 

John  Hall 

James   Howes 

Ephraim  Hyde 

Caleb  Hyde  pd  2  dolls 

John  Howard 

Hezekiah  HumphreyH 

John  Hubbard  Jun' 

Henry  Hewitt  2  dolls  pd  to  Capt.  John  Fitch 

John  Howard  2  dolls  pd  to  S.  Gray 

"Widow  Sarah  Huntini^ton— 2  dolls,  pd  Capt.  John  Fitoh 

Stephen  Harden  2  doUa  pd  S.  Gray 

Abraham  Harden  2  dolls  pd  to  S.  Gray 

John  Hough  2  dolls,  pd  to  the  Jonrn'  Committee 

Joseph  Horseford        "  •*  •• 

Daniel  Horseford         -  •*  «  a 


John  Judd  2  dolls,  to  Jonrneing  Committee 

Peter  Judson 

Phineas  Judd 

Robert  Jeiuison 

Caleb  Johnson 

Thomas  Jewell 

William  Jackson  2  dolls  pd  Capt.  John  Fitch 

John  Jenkins  2  dolls,  pd  8.  Gray 


Stephen  Kelloggr      1 


I 


Joseph  Kyle 

Archibald  Kasson     V  2  dolls  pd  to  Capt  John  Fitch 

Samuel  Kasson 

Adam  Kasson  j 
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Jitremlah  Ki^imoy 

UoHoH  Kt-imuy 

G><leon  Keniii-y 

Miitthuw  Kdnney 

ti|>Kiionr  Kenn«y       | 

John  Ki'iinoy  ' 

Joliii  Kunuoy  Jiiu' 

Jaiiitw  Kuifwiti 

Htinry  Kirkhome 

Jului  Kagwln  I 

Hiinh  Kennedy  Jun'  f 

Thomtut  Kt;iin«dy  Jun'  2  dolJH  p<J  Cnpt.  John  PItoh 

Seth  Kent        2  dolls  pd  Jonmeyinn  Ooioinlttee 

JameH  Kbmm>d        u         »  ■•  u 


a  (lolls  pd  to  Capt  John  PItoh  sold  1 
John  Petlet  oort.  fflveo 


a  doIlK  pd  to  a  Qrny 


DavM  Lu8k 
Juhnathan  Lewis 
Thoiiioe  Lftwronne 
KnfuH  Lowthro)> 
Ji>lin  Leevens 


-  2  dollR.  I 


EbuncuT  Lamard 
Su^plien  I>«f  -3  dollH.  p*l  J< 

l>nn,  HoliRea 
iBiuic  Lee  2  dolltt  pd  Joum<  Committee 


o  fi  (iray 

■  Com.    i  of  this  light  Sold  i 


Timothy  Hosea 
Eilwartl  Mott 
JaintiH  Montgomery 
John  Montgomery 
Gann  Miller 
Peter  Miller 
Suiuuel  Moult  on 
Samui-I  HcParland 
John  Mimtgomerv  J 
Jo»>ph  MofntofSt 


D  dollx  pd  to  B.  Grar   ■ 


) 


3  dollKi  |id  to  8.  Gray 


HonaHth  Miner  of  Voluntown 
Thomatt  Manstleld  2  (IoIIm  jkI.  Capt.  John  FIteh 
John  Manning  -3  dolltt  pd  Joiirn'  Com.     i  this  right  Sold 
Silott  Walker 
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O 

John  Owen 

Jo»iah  Oloott  2  dolls,  pd  Journeying;  Committee 

P 

Bzekiel  Pierce  Esq'  2  dolls,  pd  John  Fitch 

Joseph  Park 

Johnathan  Pettibone 

Hezekiah  Philips 

Dan  Philips 

Wni.  Parks  2  dolls  pd  to  8.  Gray 

Jolm  Pellet 

Matthew  Patrick— 2  dolls  pd.  to  8.  Gray 

Jacob  Patrick— 2  dolls  pd  Cap.  John  Fitch  J  Sold  to  Ebenezer 

Patrick 
Matthew  Patrick  Jun' 
William  Prince 
Israel  Putnam 
8eth  Paine 
Lemuel  Pierce 
Abel  Pierce 

Joseph  Phillips  2  dolls  pd  to  Capt  John  Fitch 
John  Park 
Ben^  Park 
BenJ  Park  Jun' 
IJeut.  Jos.  Park 
Thos  Pierce  J  paid 
Joseph  Parkhurst 
John  Patrick 
Benj.  Pierce  of  Scituate  2  dolls,  pd  to  8.  Gray 

Rol>ert  Park  >    ^  ^^ng    ^  Journeying  Committee 
Nathan  Park)  ^ 

K 

« 

Greenfield  Randall -pd  2  dolls  to  John  Smith   Esq  whole  Sold 

to  Phil.  Pearl— he  Sold  J  -Cert,  given  for  the  other  half 
Patrick  Ray 
Jo»iah  Rnssel 
David  Ripley 
Stephen  Rhodes 
Jeremiah  Ross 

Stephen  Rhodes  |  ^  ^^y^  ^  ^^  g    ^^y 

Stephen  Rude 
Obadiah  Rhodes  Jun' 
Obadiah  Rhodes 
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Grindall  Rawaoo 

Elienezer  Robinson  3  dolls  pd.  to  8.  Gray  Esq 


Nouh  Stantly         pd  2  dolls  to  Jonrn*  Committee 

John  Stantly 

Tiiuuthy  Stantly  •■         "  "  » 

Ebcneztir  Smith  Jud' 

(iaAd  Stantly 

Soiotiion  Stodard 

Stephen  Skniker 

ThoiDAH  Snell  3  dolls  pd.  to  Capt.  John  Pltoh 

Cyprian  Sin  vena 

Jonas  Shepherd 

I/Hinuel  Smith  2  dnlln  pd  to  S.  Gray  - 

John  Smith  E^  a  "      "       to  Capt.  John  Fttoh 

John  Stevens!  ^  ^^^j^    ^  ^^  f,  j^j^  j.,^^ 

Isoao  Stevenf) 

Ezekiel  Spaulding 

Stephen  Stoyel  e£  [kI  to  Esq  Smith,  k  Sold  to  Vernoa 

Moses  Smith 

FranciH  Smith  2,' 

Kenj.  Smith 

Hen  jam  in  Sbephard 

JoiiikS  Shephtu'd  Juu' 

John  6t>aaldinK 

Jenoe  Spauldhii{2  dolln.  pd.  to  Capt.  John  FIteta 

Thomas  Stewart"     •■        ■'  to  S,  Gray 

Samuel  Silsby  2  (IoIIh.  pil  Journeying  Committee 

Joseph  Skinner 

John  Slaft 

Thomas  Stevens  2  dolls  pd  Moses  Smith 

Abraham  Snow  of  Wtmlham— 3  dolls  pd  (?apt  John  Pltoh 

J<)hn  8treat.or  of  Stowhridge  2  dolis  pd.  8.  Gray 

Johnathan  Saugher  of  Ashford— 1  doll,  pd  to  B.  Gray  for  ^ 

Nehemlah  Sleaners     'i 

Andrew  Sleaners  I 

Sol.  Stoddard  I   ^  '^*>"'^  P*'  ■loo'^eylns  Committor 

Ebenezur  l^mith  Jan'  | 

(Cbenuzer  Smith  2  dolls  pd  Jourtieyini;  Committee 


CLAIMING  LANDS  IN  WYOMING. 


11 


Uriah  Stevens 
Joseph  Smith  Jun' 
Thomas  Steel 
Benj  Shoeiuaker 
Samuel  Silsby 
Daniel  Shoemaker 


2  dolls  pd  to  Jed  Blderkin 


Samael  Thomas 

Phineas  Tracy 

Simon  Tubbs  2  dolls,  pd  to  S.  Gray 

Jo0.  Taylor  pd  to  J.  Fitch  January  0  1754 

Philip  Turner  2  dolls  pd  Journeying  Committee 

L.emuel  Taylor      **       "  »*  « 


John  Viets 

Israel  Underwood  pd  2  dolls  to  John  Smith  Bisq 

W 

Johnathan  Wright 

Daniel  Whassel 

Judah  Wright    pd  2  dolls  to  the  Journ*  Committee 

Eliph  Whittlesy  " 

Johnathan  Whassel 

Ichabod  Wells 

Nath»  Wales  Jun' 

Joseph  Waldeu  pd  2  dolls  to  Capt  John  Fitch 

David  Waters  pd  2  dolls  to  S.  Gray 

Wm.  Williams  of  Colchester— pd  2  dolls,    to  S.  Gray— Sold  to 

John  Ackley  &  Cert,  given  Ackley 
Isaac  Warren— 2  dolls  pd  Capt.  John  Fitch 
Bphraim  Woodward 
Nathaniel  Williams 
John  Wiley  2  dolls  pd.  to  S.  Gray 
Thomas  Wiley  2  dolls  pd  to  Capt  J.  Fitch 
Hugh  Wiley  |  ^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  g   ^ 
James  Wiley  >  *^ 

John  Webb 
Timothy  Warner 
Ebenezer  Wright  Jun' 

Ebenezer  Wright  2  dolla  pd  Capt.  John  Fitch 
Isaac  Woodward  \ 

Thomas  Warner   >  2  dolls  pd  the  Journ«  Committee 
Wra.  Whiting       ) 
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JoHeph  York 

William  Yuunfi 

Jobn  fount;  txl  J^'-  Blderkin  |  ithnrn 

At  the  uforesitid  ineeMiit{  voted,  that  Onpt,  John  Fitoh.  Mr. 
Jed.  Elderkin,  Mr.  S.  Gray,  l)«  a  r'oiiiinltten  in  order  to  hold 
the  original  subscrljition.  Made  ami  (^ome  into  by  Sundry  per- 
ATtioiei  ducdJuiy  xons  dated  8tli  Jul)' I7sa,  inonlerto  gtrotmreand 
*■  '"*■  purchase  thenativeriifht  of  aquantity  of  land 

near  Susquehanna;  to  receive  the  money  thereby  to  be  paid, 
find  the  Sntne  to  deliver  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  go  on 
theatTalrto  Bald  Bueqnebanna ;  take  their  reoelpts  therefor, 
and  when  Said  Committee  Shall  return,  to  take  and  Examine 
the  accounts,  and  receive  the  SaiiiR,  and  what  Haid  ('ommittPH 
Shall  return,  and  to  grant  a  copy  of  6"  Suhmtription  to  h'  Com- 
mittee  for  procuring  Said  right,  and  to  any  other  Sulntarilxir 
that  Shall  doBire  the  Saine,  for  reasonable  pay  therefor — 


„  At  A  meeting  of  tlm  Com[iany  Engagtwl  in  the 

purchase  of  the  Western  lands  near  SuM)un- 

hanna  River,  legally  warned  and  asaeuibii'd  in  Canterbury  Sep 

S.  17.13,    Kliphalet  Dyer  Eoq  waa  chosen   Moderator.  Sam.  (tray 

Clerk  of  Saiil  Company. 

WhereaH,  Capt,.  Wni.  Wbilney,  and  Isaan  Woodworth,  a  Com- 
mittee apjiointed  by  a  uninl>er  of  (MiOple  that  met  and  Oon- 
compoDT  ot  Cot-  vened  at  Colchester  on  the  UStli  of  AugURt  last., 
oh™Mr.  ,j,nj  Biitere,!  into  ncttrtain  Covenant  and  agree- 

ment to  purchase  the  native  right  to  a  Certain  quantity  of  land 
ly  ingat,  or  near  Sus<iuehanna,or  the  Fork  of  the  Delaware  River, 
which  Covenant  being  agreeable  t^,  and  Corresponding  with 
our  Covenant  and  agreement  already  mode  for  that  purpose 
the  Said  Whitney  and  WoiMlwanl  applying  to  us  lit  behalf  of 
Said  Committee,  in  order  to  join  and  incorporat«  themHelvt-n 
and  Company— Snliscril>erH  to  their  Articles  with  us,  as  one 
Entire  body  for  the  purpone  aforesaid. 

coicheiwr  Biid  So»-  Thereupon  vote<i,  that  tlit>  Company  aforesaid 
ciiioh»nn»co«.  cnn-  li,.  and  (hey  are  hemby  incorporated  with  us 
as  one  Entire  body,  foe  the  purpose  afore- 
said, with  nil  the  privileges  and  atlvimiages  that  we  each  of  us 
have  in  Said  alTuiin— providml.  Said  Coiiiimny  do  Come  into, 
and  {kasN  the  Sii.]iii*  vote  as  aliove  Said,  witli  i'eH[>eot  to  us,  antl 
do  join  a  Committee  with  our  t.'ommillef,  lo  go  nnd  repair  to 
Bald  Susqui-hancia,  for  the  pur|H>He  iiforenaid,  on  or  before  the 
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1st  day  i»f  October  next.     Votert,  that  any  Subscriber  that  Sees 

Cause  to  pay  iu  but  one  dollar,  may  have  the  llb- 
4  rt«hu  allowed.        ^^^^   g^  ^  ^^^^  thereby  become  Entitled  to  but 

one  right  to  Said  purchase,  and  be  at  Charge  in  the  affair  pro- 
portionate thereto. 

Voted,  that  whereas  the  time  for  our  CJommittee  to  go  on  Said 
xXfTair  was  by  the  1st  of  September,  it  is  now  voted,  that  but 
three  of  Said  Coininittee  go  on  said  Affair,  provided  the  Said 
other  Said  Com|)any  join  us,  and  that  the  ^aid  Committee  are 
allowed  until  the  beginning  of  October  next,  to  Set  out  on 
Said  Journey— and  that  any  i>er8on  be  allowM  to  Subscribe 
Said  Articles,  paying  a  Sum  not  less  than  one  dollar  at  any 
time  before  Said  Committees  setting  out  as  aforesaid,  and 
also  that  Said  Committee  may  have  liberty,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, to  take  in  Sulwcribers  on  their  journey  on  the  Same 
terms  as  is  before  agreed  upon. 

Voted  that  no  Minors  Shall  have  any  benefit  by 

Signingor  Subscribing  to  the  aforesaid  Articles. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Comi>any  Engaged  in  the 

purchase  of  the  Susquehanna    lands,    legally 

warned  and  assembled  Jan^  D,  1754,  Major  Eliphalet  Dyer  tiien 

oh<>M(*n  Mo<1erator,  Samuel   (iray  was  chosen  Clerk.    Question 

proposed,  whether  we  will  admit  any  more  per- 
SridSitujd!''*'"'  ^  sons  into  this  Company  as  proprietors?    Voted 

in  the  A fliri native. 
Mr.  Stephen  Gardner,  John  Smith,  Ezekiel  Pierce  Capt. 
Kobert  Dixon  and  Mr.  Jedediah  Ehlerkin— Appoiut^Kl  a  Com- 
mittee to  Enquire  of,  and  Judge  what  i^ersons  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  ConifMUiy,  with  all  the  privileges  already  ac- 
crued on  the  first  terms,  and  report  to  this  meeting. 

Votetl  that  those  persons  that  are  hereafter  admitted.  Shall 
piiy  4  dolls,  and  Such  as  do,  Shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  priv- 
ileges already  accrued,  and  to  one  Share  in  the  premises,  on 
the  Same  Conditions  as  in  the  original  Covenant. 

Vot«d  that  there  may  be  admitted  to  make  thi^  t>ody  to  the 
number  of  350,— upon  the  above  Conditions. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  last  vote  respecting  the  number  of 
proprietors. 

Voted  that  there  may  be  admitted  to  make  this  body  Consist 
of  the  number  of  500— upon  the  Condition  of  paying  4  dolls, 
for  a  whole  Share,  and  2  dolls,  for  a  half  Shai^e,  to  make  them 
BUpial  with  the  Costs  of  the  first  Subsoril)ers,  and  Such  fur- 
ther Sums  as  is,  and  Shall  be  raised  upon  the  Same  Conditions, 
and  with  the  Same  privileges  as  Contained  in  the  Original 
Agreement  and  Covenant.  Voted  the  following  persons  on 
this  page  to  hj  admitted  on  the  first  terms— viz  : 


«4  it  It  it 

(4  t«  tl 
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Lott  Norton 

William  Churchill  pd  8.  Cini>  (i    10.  0  old  l.^n^ 

Josiah  Curtis 

Nathan  Booth 

Ichabod  Wells  "  *'  " 

Phineaa  J  QdcU whole  Shared*  «  «  .. 

Stephen  Skinner 

Thomas  Stantly 

John  Elderkiu 

EH  Collins 

i)an'  A  Id  en 

Nath'  Loom  is 

James  Jones 

S.  Reed  pd  to  Stephen  Gardner 

Wm  Pitch  pd  2  dolls  to  S.  Gray 

Wm  Swetland 

Peter  Swetland 

Ebenezer  Leech 

James  Bradford — pd.  S.  Gray  0.10.0  old  ten'. 

Ephraim  Harris 

Seth  Cook 

IsaAG  Sawyer 

Hugh  Wiley  Jun' 

Joseph  Bingham  Jun 

J'*  Reed 

Johnathan  Harris 

Joseph  Taylor 

Tliomas  Jones 

Ben*  Parke 

James  Douglass 

Matthew  Patrick  2  dolls,  pd  to  S.  Gray 

Nathan*  Wales  Jun'  pd  6. 10.0  to  S  Gray  old  ten' 

Voted  that  Mr.  Timothy  Woodbridge  of  Stockbridge,  be 
incorporated  into  thie  Comfiany,  and  Entitled  to  one  whole 
Sliare  in  the  purchase  of  this  land,  as  a  free  donation  from  this 
Company. 

Voted,  that  if  Deacon  Woo<lbridge  desires  Capt.  Stevens  to 
go  with  him  to  the  Sachems,  in  order  to  help  an<l  assist  him, 
he  shall  go. 

Voted,  that  Eliphalet  Dyer  Esq',  and  any  other  person  or 
persons  that  the  Committee  sliall  think  lit,  shall  repair  to  Stock- 
bridge  at  any  time,  when  the  Committee  shall  think  fit  to  ac- 
complish the  AfTair. 

Voted,  that  Capt.  John  b'itch,  Mr  Jedediah  Elderklnand  Mr. 
8.  Gray — be  a  Committee  to  receive  the  money  of  the  Sub- 
Boriben,  or  those  that  Shall  incorporate  with  this  Company, 
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Enroll  their  names,  g^ive  and  Execate  receipts  aooording  to 
the  votes  of  this  Company,  and  to  dispose  of  the  money  by 
them  rec^  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Said  (Company,  for  mak- 
ing; the  Susquehanna  purchase — &  the  Expeuses  thereof,  to 
Call  meetings  when  they  judge  it  necessary,  and  further  to 
manage  and  order  the  ])rudentialH  of  Said  Company  in  that 
Affair,  and  to  render  an  account  of  their  doings,  and  what 
they  may  hav^e  Expended,  and  for  what  purpose,  when  thereto 
required  or  desired  by  Said  Company. 

Voted  that  Bach  of  tills  Comjiany  already  Enrolled,  pay  t-ax 
unto  the  Committee  appointed  to  receive  the  money,  one  dol- 
lar Each  upon  a  whole  right,  to  be  paid  in  Six  weeks  as  an 
addition  to  what  is  already  raised,  and  that  all  after  Sub- 
scribers, pay  the  sum  voted  to  pay  on  their  admissions,  with 
the  addition  of  one  dollar  more  as  aforesaid. 

Voted,  that  Mr.  Timothy  Woodbridge  of  Stockbridge  be 
an  Ag^nt  for  the  Coin:)any  agreed  for  the  Susquehanna 
purchase  to  order.  Act,  and  transact  the  whole  Affair  of  Said 
purchase,  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Indians  that  are  the  Native 
proprietors  of  the  land  proposed  by  the  Said  Company  to  bo 
purchased  ;  take  and  receive  proper  Conveyances  of  the  lands 
purchased  from  Said  Chiefs  for  Said  Company,  to  transact 
all  matters  relating  to  Said  Atfair  according  to  his  best  dis- 
cretion, hereby  ratifying  and  Coiilirniing  what  our  agent  Shall 
do  in  the  premises. 

Whereas  there  were  Several  gentlemen  appointed  Commit- 
teemen in  the  Susquehanna  Affair,  in  Hebron,  Colchester,  New 
London  and  Norwich,  which  have  not  yet  Sent  in  their  Ac- 
counts of  the  monies  of  the  persons  that  paid  before  the  Com- 
mittee Set  out  on  their  Journey,  nor  have  yet  delivered  in  all 
the  money  that  they  received ;  it  is  now  Voted,  that  the  Said 
Committeemen  act  no  further  as  ComniiT-tee  Men  in  the  Affair, 
and  that  Mr.  Stephen  Gardner  forthwith  repair  to  the  Said 
Committee  Men,  and  desire  of  them  the  names  of  Such  per- 
sons as  did  pay  their  money  as  aforesaid,  and  to  receive  the 
remainder  of  the  money  in  their  hands,  and  to  return  the 
names  of  Such  persons,  to  be  Entered  in  the  records,  and  to  re- 
turn the  remainder  of  Said  money  to  Messrs.  Fitch,  Elderkin 
and  Gray,  ta,ke  their  receipt  therefor,  to  be  Empowered  for  the 
Companys  use — 

Voted,  that  there  Shall  bo  liberty  given  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Now  Haven,  to  go  in  with  this  Society, 
according  to  their  ArticL^s  and,  votes,  to  the  nurnlx^r  of  forty 
p>ersons,  and  also  in  the  County  of  Fairfield  forty  persons  on 
the  Same,  and  in  the  County  of  Litchfield  twenty  persons, 
besides  that  have  already  joined,  and  in  the  County  of  Hart- 
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furd,  lipsideu  tliune  that  are  already  joined,  thirty  peraona, 
and  ia  t>io  County  uf  New  London  twenty  persons  bexldes 
tliOBe  ttiat  are  joined,  and  In  the  County  of  Windbam  ten  per- 
HonH  buHltluti  those  already  EiiHMted,  and  that  Ave  wei^ks  from 
this  time  in  allowed  for  the  above  mentioned  numbem  in  Said 
Counties  to  join,  and  EnliNt,  and  pay.  according  to  our  votes 
and  Artlcleti— and  after  tlie  Said  Hve  weelcs  are  out,  one  week 
and  no  morn,  is  allowed  to  any  |>erson  to  join  in  any  of  the 
(bounties,  to  the  numbt'r  voted,  Saving  the  number  of  fifty 
persons  Specially  reserved  -- 

In  the  County  ot  New  Haven— Mr.  Thomas  Darling 
In  the  County  of  Fairfield    Mr.  Saiu  Adams 
In  th«  County  of  Hartford— Mr.  Thomas  Stantly 
In  the  County  of  Litchfield— Mr.  Uriah  Stevens 
In  the  bounty  of  New  London — Mr.  Stephen  Gardner,  are  ap- 
pointed to  take  the  names  of  those    persons  that  move  to  join 
in  form  aforesaid,  and  receive  their  money,  give  reoeipta.  and 
deliver  Said  money  to  the  Standing  Committee,  and  take  their 
receipt - 

Voted  the  Committer  in  liehalf  of  the  Company,  desire 
Approbation  ot  the  hiM  honor  the  Oovenxir,  So  far  to  favor  our 
Uorenior  Boiiciwa.  jpj,j(jn  j,,  niaktng  our  intended  purchase  of 
the  Natives  right  to  a  quantity  ot  land,  on  or  near  Susque- 
hanna, as  to  Send  His  approbation  of  Bald  design  to  Mr  Timo- 
tliy  Woodbridge  of  Stockbridge,  who  is  by  us  appointed  to  go 
to  the  Chlttffl,  in  order  to  make  Said  purchase.  In  order  to 
be  Qommuniuated  by  him  to  Said  Chiefs,  or  any  other  way 
his  honor  Shall  think  proper- 
Vote  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  thlr^  Wednesday  in 
April  next,  at  Windham,  about  ten  Oclock  in  the  morning — 


Apni  I .  II  .  At  a  meeting  of  the  Company  Engaged  in  the 

purchase  of  Susq'  land,  April  17,  1754. 

Mr.  .redadlah  Elderkin  Moderator— 

This  meeting  ia  adjourned  to  Wednesday  the  first  of  May 
next,  at  Windham,  at  U  oolock  in  the  Morning,  in  order  to  See 
If  this  Company  will  admit  a  larger  numbpr  of  proprietors,  aod 
any  other  busineSB  proper  to  lie  done  on  Said  day. 

An  aooonnt  of  those  personn  who  have  paid  the  advaDoa 
dollar  to  S.  Gray,  according  to  the  vote. 
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Stephen  Gardner 
John  Hunter 
Gershem  Durranoe 
8|)encer  Kenney 
John  Steavens 
Thomas  Steward 
8aiu*  McFarland 


William  Chandler  Esq 
Moses  Barrott. 
Gideon  BiuKliam 
John  Smith  Esq 
xVbijah  Ca<ly 
Ebenezer  Smith 
Robert  Hunter 


Sam*  Durranoe,  clerk  )■  I  dollar  Thomas  Pearce 


J<jseph  Kyle 
Jacob  Patrick 
El)enezer  Smith  Jun' 
Josepli  Eaton 
Sam'  Hunter 
Jeremiah  Kenney  j 

Joseph  Phillips 
John  Lara  be  3} 
John  Douglass  £  l.ld.6 
Francis  Colgrove 


John  Kenney 
Jas.  Montgomery 
Goin  Miller 
James  Dixon  Jun' 
William  Jackson 
John  Durranoe 
Matthias  Patrick  Jun' 
Isaac  Lee 


£  3.  5.  0  old  ten' 


)- 1  doll. 


£  8.  5.  0  old  ten' 


Noali  Rriggs 

Eliphalet  Whittlesey  Jun' 
Henj.  Gray — 1  doll,  and  2  more  to  make  a  whole  share 
<Tea  Crary 
Oliver  Crary 
Aaron  Crary 
Hugh  Wiley 
James  Wiley 
^ath>  Daniels 
El>enezer  Groevenor 
Rol)ert  Crary 
John  Grosvenor 
Benj.  Pierce 
Jesse  Spanlding 
Thomas  Stantly 
.In'  Montgomery 
John  Canada 
Jn"  Montgomery  Jun^ 
Noah  Stantly 
John  Larans 
Timothy  Stantly 
Wm.  Huston 
Kl>en  I^mard 
Adam  Kasson 
iSam'  Kasson 
Hart  hoi  Arthur 
M.  Nehemiah  Baker 
a- Vol.  XVIIL 


1  dollar. 
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CliriHiifirfittr  Crary  • 

Wm.  Crary  »   t  ''*""■■ 

Jotiii  C>mi>be)l 

Jo....WII.y  ^^, 

H<iM«  Fifh  [ 

CMleb  Hfttet  I 

James  Campbell  Jaa' 
Jim.  AI«xan<Ier 
John  Cainpljell,  If 
Bam.   IKiuiflaM 


J  of  VoliiDlown. 


)■  8j  old  t 

I 


j  of  VolantowQ. 
The  foregoing  acooanta  received  into  my  Ledger 
Apriiw  17M  Elea»r  Pitch  E»q— pd  1  dollar 

Obadiab  !7eweoinl>  "  *" 

OlMuliah  Rhode*  Jan'— pd  1  dollar 
Ihmw,  tjbeppard  i 

JiM«ph  Warren 

"-"'  ';•*"  ,  £  8.5.0 

JorKiuiali  Maeon  Jun'  i 

Jereuilab  Uatton  | 

Inaae  Woodworth         J 

Uay  30— tlie  foregoing  occoont  in  C&rrie<l  into  my  I/edger— 


t  of  pereoDH  newly  Eulisted  Jan^  9,  1754  and  itaJd  t 
H.  Oray 
Nathnnlel  Hovey  £  16.  5.  0  old  ten' 
I'riiice  Tracy  4  dollB— 
Notih  Uilhurt  £  Iff.  5.  Oold  ten' 
Dun'  Kiiowltoii  i  Hhare  I 

WniiainHuHton4doll8. 
Mowse  Fltth  £  13  old  tt-n' 
'  Zacharlah  Blckiiot  ^  Hhare 
John  Johnuon  Jim'  £  Itt.  li.  0 
Win  (7liand1er  Exq  4  dollx 
John  Wright  1  sliare 
Bi^rn'  DouglaxH  of  Voluiitown  3  dolls  , 
JoHhiiH  notigliuiN  2  ilolle 
Niithanifl  Warner  £  la.  .■■>.  0 
(If  rMhtini  Dorrauee  4  <loll8. 
ThiiK  Pierre  4  dolls. 
Ali'MimliT  Btiiart  i  clmre  a  doll« 
Hum' CliniiilliT  Kcq  4dollfi.     Ctrt.  given 
Hi-najali  Hill  2  ilulla  j  share 
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Elias  Prink  Jun'  £  ft,  10.  0  old  tenor 

Daniel  Stoughton  £  8.  2.  6  &  2^  dolls,  for  whole  share 

Benj.  Follett  £  8.  2.  6  for  ^  share 

Jonas  Sheppard  £  13.  0.  0  old  tea' 

Josepli  Hazen  i  share  £  8.  2.  G 

Sainnel  Webb  Jun'  £  6.  10.  0 

Seth  Wrig^ht  2  dolls 

Nath'  Barney  4  dolls. 

Jolin  Larabe  J  share  £  6.  10.  0  old  ten*" 

Xath'  Wales  Esq  p<l  in  old   tenor  &  silver  £  16.    5.    0  for  whole 

share 
Henry  Bass  i  share  £  8.  2.  6 
Zehediah  f  arnuin  £  13.  0.  0  old  tenor 
Phineas  Lyinan  5  dolls 

Simeon  Dean  of  Taunton        >    gj  ^^„g  ^^^  j  ^j^^^^ 
Ephraiin  Dean  of  Taunton     > 

The  foregoing  account  of  Money  received  by  me  in  this  and 
the  other  page,  Carried  into  my  Ledger 

At  a  meeting  of  the   Couii>any  Engaged  for 
*^   '  the  purchase  of  the  Susquehanna  land  May  1'* 

1754  by  adjournment,  Jabez  Pitch  Esq,  Moderator— Voted  to 
admit  more  proprietors  into  the  Company. 

»iopenouatobead-  Voted,  to  aiimit  into  this  Company  500  persons 
mitted  proprietors  in  the  purchase  of  the  Susq**  land 

provide<l.  Each  i>er8on  for  a  whole  Share  pay  5  dolls,  to  the 
Committee  as  appointed  to  admit  i)ersons  by  the  25'^  day  of 
May  instant. 

Whereas  it   is  already  voted   that  500  persons  more   be  ad- 
mitted  into  the  Company  for  the  Susq**  purchase  now  voted 
that  in  order  to  make  up  that  number 
»0  persons  more  be  admitted  in  the  County  of  Hartford 
80       "  **  **  **  "  New  Haven 

80       **  "  "  •*  "  Fairfield 

80       '*  "  '*  **  "  New  London 

80       "  "  **  "  "  Windham 

40       *•  "  **  "  "  Litchfield  and 

60  are  reserved  for  particular  persons,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Stantly, 
and  Mr.  Stei>hen  Gardner  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  Mr. 
Tlioe-DarlingintheCountyof  New  Haven,  Capt.  Sam*.  Adams 
for  the  County  of  Fairfield,  Mr.  John  Eklerkin  for  the  County 
of  New^  London,  and  Capt.  Uriah  Stevens  for  the  County  of 
Litchfield,  be  a  Committee  in  the  respective  Counties  to  which 
they  belong,  to  admit  the  number  above  assigned  to  each 
County,  receive  the  Money,  and  make  return  thereof,  witli 
the  names  of  the  persons  admitted  to  the  Standing  (.'ommir- 
tee.  >>v  the  1"  of  June  next. 
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Voii-il.  thnt  tlm  |>i>w«r  liixl  Hiithority  of  tliH  StaiidinK 
(%iiiiiiiittet<,  vizCfipt.  John  Fftali.unil  Mr.  Jodtullali  Elderkin, 
luiil  Kiiiii'  (IrKy  lH)C<)iitliiiifi)a(!rnriUn|{  to  our  roriiiur  vote,  Hnd 

t.liat.  rimyaitiiilt  the  n Iittr  m(  imrHonn  to  l>e  a<ltnitted,  Id  the 

Ciiiinty  of  Wiritllmiii,  ami  bIhu  admit  tlioHo  peraorut  that  th«y 
think  fit,  to  fill  up  |]i«  roxtirvtHl  iinml>ttr. 

wifHibun  Propria-       ]V-n«>iiH  BiillHtHil  itili)  IhlK  nompany  by  Mr. 
EMerkki  of  Winilliam. 


Mai.   Ittitler 

John  Si...|.nHr  Jul' 

JoH.  Follet 

tH.lxon  Hlblianl  )  Sharo 

JohIiuu  Head  ^  Share 

Klijah  HUle 

Ntilii'  CJiixhrnari 

CuMt  HIdf 

()l)ii<liah  Nt!Wcomb 

JoH.  ItinKham  .Tun' 

JoH.  Hahnook  ^  Shan* 

Hum'  Bt-nuet  }  Sharu 

John  Strong 

Noah  )*BWoy 

Jiw.  SklfT 

Koi^r  Wolnot  Jnn'  Bw) 

ThoH.  Stantly 

Itott  Norton  i  Sham 


David  Hifralow  Jun'  j  Shar« 
JoHhua  WhIIx 
JoKuph  Hubhurt 
John  YounK  i  Share 
Imiou  SavAKe 
Sam'  Hagif 
Uunlel  South  wop 
Stephen  H«^kwlch 
Jeremiah  ('leinena 
Samuel  Oore 
BenJ.  Uale 
William  Whitney 
Barnzilla  Henda 
laaao  Iianranoe 
Joa  Palinata 
Ja«ob  SlmooH  8«  i  Share 
Zeb  Hilibard  i  Share 
John  Eld«rkln— half  this  riffht 
Sold  to  RImd  Lathroop  Jim' 
Persons  BnliHt-ed  September  IT5S 

David  Barl>er  | 

Nites  Coleman  j 

Alex  rheljM 

Uenj  Pomeroy  | 
AiigUHt  1751!  Eliphalet  Dyer  Bsq— Sold  two  whole  Shares  vIk— 

to  Levy  Allen  of  Snllfbury,  to  Ira  Allen  Each  one  whole  Share 


,  p(l  to  Dewey  and  Bulkley 


<'ol.  KIlKlia  William 
("..1,  Slim'  Talcott 
]>ati'  KdwardH  Erwi 
William  PitkinH  Jni 
Maltlii'w  Tiilootl 
Jimeph  Ohureli 


of  iwrHona  adudtteit  by  Mr.  Thomas  Stantly 
in  the  Oouiitv  ot  Hartfort],  dc  the  money  i>aid 
him. 


ik  'lollB. 


I  2i  llollM. 
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1'hirte.u!  Lewiii  I 

John  Strong 

He7«kiah  May  j 

Capt.  Thou.  WcIIh 

Capt.  Jo«.  Or  is  wold 

Hr.  Jns.  Lock  wood 

BliHha  Wlllmiii  Juii' 

lion  Er«kic)  Porter 

Kzi-klet  WilliHinH  5  ilolK 

Snmual  Hay 

Joseph  Wells 

Thoe.  Belding  Juii- 

Capt  Tlioa  Beyiiiour 

Andrew  Eobe 

David  I'hvlpH  of  Lyrnxburg 

Hfzekiati  Pheliw 

!><»;.  Jos.  Wells 

Kiisnell  Woodbi-i'lge 

Ilezeklali  Humphrey 

John  Vieta 

Tliiiutby  Seymour 

Win.  Stantly,  & 

Capt.  Sain*  Wflln 

Sam'  CartiH 

John  Hart 

Capt.  Win.  Wadxworth 

tM-rt  ^ven  to  heirs 
Peter  J  udHoii 
John  HuinphreyH  Em) 
Rogt-r  Hooker 
Alex  Wulcot 

Sam'  Tali^ott  or  UaHtonhurg 
John  Uorsemore  Eitq 
John>  Hall  Beq' 
Ahner  Moeely 
Tho8  WelleH  Esq 
P^JiUiali  UillH 

Uanlt-1  (loodwin  | 

G«<i.  Wyllys  Req  1  of  1  ii<-  W. 

Jon'Hnmphrey  | 

Jon'  Pettibone  I 

Nehcmlah  Lewis,  2}  dolls. 

Feb  :S.  nM,  an  a<^connt  of   Sinidry  i«'rM.nB. 
ThoA  Rtantly  has  paid  the   tidvaiu-e  doH;ir 
JolmStantJy  Sam'  Flagj; 

Jt.hn  Jmid  Jiidali  Wrisht 


r.  dollH  Each. 


Hi  dolJK  each. 


<)f  the  no. 


.1  doll»  Eaeh. 
I  of  I  he  SO. 
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Klijuh  GriMWoia  Bieiilieii  Bkiiiiier 

Klliiili  PraiiclH  Win.  AndrewH 

JoHjali  OiirtiH  Jfuthaii  Booth 

JnHuph  Hiiiitli  Stephen  Lee 

Jimhua  WellH  I>ot  Norton 

I'hiiiean  Jadil  Oiiloon  Drilling 

Havlil  OrffiwoUl  IchalxKl  WelU 
Jiweph  Hullibut 

M«<tiii>iaiii>n(..M  At  a  meetlnic  ol  the  Company  Engaged  in 
N.p«  /T.  iiM  (^„  purohftHf  ot  tlie  Susq"  land  legally  warntxi 

aiKlinetat  Hartford  Nov.  27, 1754— Ellplialet  Dyer  Esq',  Hoder- 
atur— Hauiuel  Uray  CJerk. 

Voted-'tliat  VUiner  Walker  Jun' Esq,— Phineas  Lyman  Esq, 
(ieo  Wyllyt  liHq, -Daniel  bldwarda  Ettq,  &  Bllphalet  Dyer  Esq, 
W  apiiolnt  ami  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  fully  Etnirawerad 
M>  a  ( 'ommittee,  to  manage,  transact  and  do  Every -thmg  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  Suaq"  Company,  in 
order  to  prepare  the  CaKe  of  the  Siieq"  purchaae 
lately  made  of  the  IndianH,  and  all  proper  Exhibibi  relating 
thereto,  inorder  tolay  the  Maine  before  biti  majesty  for  hi«  grant 
and  Ciniflrmatlon  of  the  landtt  Contahied  in  Said  piirchaxe,  ani) 
riimriiiiieernrHoiai  for  ineorporating  Said  Company,  and  forming 
lomiriHjrULun.  „  government  for  the  regulating  and  inanaginf; 

Every  affair  relating  ttiereto,  for  the  good  of  tlie  Same,  and  to 
onli-r  anil  draw  out  money  out  of  tlte  Treasury  of  Said  Com- 
|>any,  an  there  Shall  beoooasiou  therefor,  forthe  parpo§e  afore- 
Hald.  and  the  Major  part  of  Said  Committee  are  hereby  Ent- 
power'd  fully  to  uft  according  to  the  above  vote. 

Voted,  tliat  Geo.  Wyllys  Esq'  be,  and  1h  hereby  appointed 
TreftMurer  of  this  Company,  to  receive  the 
moneys  that  ia  already  or  shall  be  raised  by  the 
CoiutuLny.  and  i>ay  the  Same  out  w  he  shall  receive  orders  from 
itic  Coiu|>any,  from  time  to  time,  anil  to  keep  an  Exact  aeoount 
of  tile  Same,  and  give  hlx  recel)it8  therefor,  and  the  Same  to  be 
lodged  with  the  t'lerk  of  the  Said  Com)>any. 

Pansed 

Vi)ieii,  tliat  tlie  Several  |>ersons  that  hafl  been  appointed  and 
enrniHted  by  thisComiiany,  to  receive  and  take  inSubsorlbera 
in  (he  Com]tany.  and  receive  the  money  therefor,  forthwith 
Exhibit  to  the  t.'ierk  of  this  Company  the  nameii  of  all  jierHoiiN 
tli-y  have  reiteived  aw  aforesaid,  with  their  namei  fairly  writ- 
ti'ii,  with  the  Sum  or  SuniH  receiveil  of  Such  [wrsons  So  re- 
ceived, to  their  Said  iiameH  annexed,  and  to  whom  tliey  have 
hen-tofore  t raiiHinittt'd  tin'  Same,  and  to  pay  rhe  money  that 
thi'v  havi'  rei-eiveil  not  already  i>aid,  unto  Samuel  Gray. 
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Voted,  that  all  pdrsons  that  are  no^,  or  Shall  hereafter 
iHt  aJinitted  into  thiH  Company,  who  Shall  fail  or  neglect  to 
INiv  into  the  person  appointed  lo  receive  the  Same,  their  full 
<liioTa  or  part  already  voted  for  them  to  pay  in  by  the  21*^  day 
of  December  next,  Shall  be  utterly  refused,  and  debarred,  to 
have  his  name  transmitted,  to  be  named  in  his  Majesty 's^rant 
TO  rills  Company,  Except  they  offer  Sucti  Special  reasons,  as 
Shall  be  acceptable  to  the  present  Committee  appointed  to  Set- 
tle and  transmit  the  general  plan  of  this  affair,  and  under  their 
hands  or  the  major  {)art  of  them.  Signify  to  the  clerk. 

Voted,  that  Major  Woolcot,  Major  Lyman,  and  Mr.  Daniel 
Edwards  be  a  Committee,  and  they  are  hereby  Empowered  to 
Settle  and  adjust  all  accounts,  with  Capt.  John  Fitch,  Major 
Je<lediab  Elderkin  and  Samuel  (iray,  and  receive  the  money 
in  their  hands  not  already  Expended,  and  the  accounts  well  ad- 
j  listed  to  be  lodged  with  the  Clerk,  and  the  money  they  Shall 
rei^eive,  to  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Company,  and  Fitch, 
Elderkin  and  Gray,  are  hereby  directed  to  account  with  the 
Said  Committee,  and  pay  the  money  in  their  hands  not  yet 
Expended,  to  Said  Committee,  taking  their  receipt  therefor, 
Aiid  report  of  the  Same  to  be  made  by  the  S**  Com*^  to  the 
next  meeting — 

Voted,  that  there  be  added  and  admitted  into  the  Company 
to  make  in  the  whole  to  the  number  of  800  wholesome  persons, 
tind  to  be  received  at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  Settle  and  prepare  this  affair  for  his  Majestys  grant  &c.  So 
that  the  persons  hereafter  admitted  pay  9  dolls,  on  their  ad- 
mission by  Said  Committee,  and  have  their  names  Enrolled  by 
the  Clerk  of  this  meeting,  and  that  the  Said  persons  So  ad- 
mitted, have  their  names,  together  with  those  already  ad- 
mitted, all  transmitted  be  grantees  in  his  Majesty's  grant  to 
this  Company. 

Voted,  that  1000  dollars  be  immediately  transmitted  to  Col. 
John  Ly  dens  of  Albany,  in  order  to  Complete  the  purchase,  and 
in  Compliance  with  the  engagements  of  the  former  Committee 
viz.  : 

John  Fitch,  Sam'  Gray,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  and  more  if 
necessary  fully  to  discharge  our  Said  former  Committee  from 
the  Same  Ledius. 

Voted  that  Col.  Sam.  Talcot,  for  the  County  of  Hartford 
I^aac  Tracy,  "  "      New  Ijondon 

Sam'  Gray,  Windham 

Oliver  Woolcot,  '*      "  '  Litchfield 

Sam'  Barnes,  "      "         "        New  Haven 

Joseoh  Wakeman  "      "  "  Fairfield 
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f  (>  iM!  a  Colli  mi  ttf«  to  n-oeivH  the  money  to  be  udvaiicwl,  aud 
trtuiHinit  tliH  SuiiiA  to  the  Trvasurnrof  thiH  C'urniMiuy. 
<.»rrectiouof  l>aviil  Henahaw  in    the    iteed,    ought    to    bo 

duuaa In tbe dHiu.  j^,nBi,  HniidKhaw.  JoHcph  Wheeler,  Joseph 
Huineo,  I><*nniH  ReeMer.  Bam'  Hantly,  John'  MoDoIe,  J'  Drake, 
Wiu  Levon,  JjHinbert  Brink.  Patrick  Macx>niial,  I'ieroe  Golden. 
Ham' J>rakf.  Anthony  Wi-Httirook,Eiiian'UiinHanhy,  JohnFluk, 
Natlian  Park,  X)iity  Oerald.  are  not  found  in  the  dKOd. 

Johnathait  Panather  Esq',  tiam'  Depew,  Ann  Depew,  Bolo- 
inon  rionninKX,  Ahr'  Pinounip,  thew  five  uuglit  not  to  be  in  tln' 

AnaAcuiint  of  thniiami-Hnnt  found  in  t lie  deed — Abr°Thoini)- 
iH in  produced  n  receipt  from  Tli Oman  Darling  Commiiislontir* 
for  r,  dolb  |Hi  May  3  1754. 

Elienezer  Baldwin,  receipt  for  5  dolln,  pd  Jan  14,  17S4— 
JoHeph  (IriHwold,         "  '■      "  [kI  Jan  18 

Humuel  IU'a<l,  "  "      "  |k1  Jan.  8        " 

£t>ne2«r  TiUany,  ■  

JameH  Perkiiis,  "  "3  doll«. 

fmniStephenrtttrdnerCoininittee—Bicliftrd  Thornton,  Nathan- 
iel Eiueraon,  Jiiineit  Ely,  John  KellrigKi  Jabez  Joneti,  Jainew 
JoiiHH,  JiiHfph  Burt,  Conitider  TilTimy,  Rlijali  JoliiiHon,  Joint 
Wliitney,  thive  prixlnoed  no  receiptx;  Imt  Mr,  Bteiilimi  Oard- 
imr  teHtifleth,  that  he  received  tlii-ir  money  Seasonahly.  anil 
gave  tliein  reoeiptx  and  the  Company  have  their  money  for 
whole  Shared. 

Ouiilel  BiirK  receipt  tor  £  U.  10.  0  Bept  98  175S 
AmoaStlieH  "  "        0   10   0     "         "     " 

William  Root  J   "  "        8    5    0     

John  Chamherlain  i  3    5    0    Oct.  2     " 

Dan'  kelloKK  k  S    Q    0    Se[>.  W  " 

GharleH  l>«wey  Commlttet!  receipt  Hanie. 

C^harloH  IVwees,  no  receipt,  hut  Johnathnn  Root  and  Amos 
BtileH  teHtify  that   he  pal<l  hln  money  and  Iioh  a  right  to  be  en- 


■ 

Half  Share  men. 

Nathan  Mnn, 

John  Uiicelow, 

Ephraini  Harris, 

BenJ-  Killium, 

J<iS(!ph  Civte, 

Asa  Hinelow. 

Jwh^ph  Burt. 

Whole 

Share  men. 

Charles  Foot 

Jerumlah  Unson 

llimiel  I'oot 

Jereiuiah  Miu<on  Ji 

John  nark 

Johnathan  Root 

Johnnthiin  l.nliwo: 

re 

Silas  Helmes 

I.^heux  Harris 

Solomon  Hnuhlei, 
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John  Smith  </hii8  Rulkl^v 

JoKhua  Smith  David  Bigelow 

lilach  pd  £  6.  10.  0 

Tjott  Norton  by  his  receipt,  ought  to  b-  a  whole  Share  man. 
)Mit  in  the  deed  he  in  but  ^  Share. 

.iohn  Ratlibionein  the  deed  ought  to  be  .lohnathan,  Certif)e<i 
by  Mr.  Steplien  Oardner  Committee.    .Iohn  Jjeavenwortli  owns 
a  whole  Share,  but  i^i  Entered  in  the  deed  for  two  half  Shares, 
and  onee  by  the  name  of  Johnathnn  Leaving  worth. 
Thomufl  Kennedy  in   the  deed,  oug!it  to  be  Thomas  Kenney 

Jun'. 
Ephraim  Tylor  ree[)^  o  dolls  Signed  by  Sam'  Adams. 
We  find  Francis  Ditto  in  the  deed  o>ighr  to  be  Gittean. 
We  find  Josiali  Gittean,  ought  to  be  Josliua  Gitt^^an. 
We  And  Eben'  Grover,  ought  to  have  Jun'  luided  to   his  name. 
William  Wells  is  called  Silas  Wells  in  the  deed. 
Elizer  Talcott  is  called  Eleazer  Talcott. 
Thomas  Lewis  no  receipt  here,  but  by  his  attorney,  Says  he 

has  a  receipt  for  5  dolls. 
Daniel  Bull  in  the  deed,  ought  to  be  Davi<l 
Abijah  Crary  ought  to  be  <' -ady. 
Herbert  Bide  ought  to  be  Hibartl  Pride. 
Constant  Catlin  ought  to  be  Constant  Kirtland. 
Samuel  Stoughton  ought  to  l>e  Ijemuel. 

Voted,  that  all  persons  named  in  this  list,  being  persons  that 
have  a  right,  but  omitted  to  havn  their  names  Entered  in  tlie 
deed  by  mistake,  be  and  have  their  names  Entered  by  the 
Clerk,  and  be  Entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  those  Entered  in 
the  deed,  and  further,  the  Clerk  is  hereby  further  directed,  to 
Certify  all  farther  mistakes  that  shall  appear  to  him  Either  by 
omission,  or  Misentry  in  the  deed,  and  the  same  rightly  to  En- 
rt>ll  in  his  record,  in  order  to  be  transmitted  for  his  Majesty's 
grant. 

.Joseph  Buckley  produced  Capt.  .1.  Fitch's  receipt  for 
5  <lolls.  and  ought  to  be  Entered,  receipt  dated  May  21)  17.14 
Benjamin  (Caldwell  in  the  deed,  ought  to  be  Benjamin  Colovis— 
Joseph  Parkhurst  not  in  the  deed,  ought  to  be  inserted  in  th ' 
l^rant,  a  whole  Share  certif*  given  Elijah  Bingham  J  Share  not 
in  the  deed,  ought  to  be,  (conveyed  to  Ebenezer  &  Sam'  Gray  i) 
JamcM  Tracy  }  Share  not  in  the  deed,  ouglit  to  be. 

The  names  of  those  that  Capt.  Uriah  Stevens  adniitte<i  in 
th«  Susquehanna  Company : 

Capt  Oliver  Woolcot  Esq  IShan-   Tapt.  Elisha  Shilden    1  Share 
Maj'  El>en  Marsh  1      *'         Sam'  Cockran  I       " 

Benj  Green  I      '•         Jacob  Sesco  } 

Jfiphraim  Andrews  1      "         Daniel  Turner  1 
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tt^orne  Palmer 

Share  Uriith  Stevena                 1 

Thomas    WilliftiDe 

Zebulon  Steavens          I 

Hamiiel  Ortoii 

Capt.  Jacob  Henwl      1 

TliomnH  Wat  ROD 

"         Jos.  Bir.1  Esq                   1 

Cuirt.  Jo)m  Holmes 

"        John  Dean                     1 

Increase  Mottuly  Esq 

Jobn  Hutchinson  Esq  1 

H<>U4kiuli  Domon 

Eben'  Fletcher              1 

J<i:<t)ua  Whitney 

"        Saui'  StoughtoD            1 

Hubert  Hnnna 

Noali  tile  vena                I 

i;.ilit.  Dan'  LftUtanoe 

Joel  Stevens                   1 

.)i»«.   MorriB 

Sam'  Jackson                   i 

Sam'  Ounloii 

Gideon  Haldwla            f 

Abel  Barnes 

Hugh  Orton                  j 

John  HoUBh 

Johnatban  Smith        1 

Tlininas  ParmaloB 

"        Oliver  SanForQ              1 

i>oc.  Th<w.  Little 

"        Aier  Orton                     1 

Bain'  Norton 

Cnpt.  Josiah  Averill    1 

FraiiciM  tiittcan 

"        Joshua  Glttean             1 

Timothy  Roue 

"        Timothy  Averel            ^ 

OI1H8  Htone 

Hez"  Hooker                  i 

Tho8.  PbHowh 

Hez'  Hooker  Esq          1 

.It-a"    Rii^harda 

Jamea  Hanna                i 

Jiiines  Fellowa 

Peter  flrandsey             1 

John  Steele 

Elisha  Steele                  i 

SuMi'  Church 

"        Ebenezer  Lewis             } 

Caleb  Wheeler 

Richanl  Peat                  I 

Rlienuz'  U  rand  Be  V 

D.uiiel  Parry                   1 

Jehiel  Hrant 

John  Franklin               1 

Rob'  Walker 

E.IW  SiMiulding            1 

JoHJah  Cleveland 

Doc.  Sam'  Lee               1 

Collen  Fletcbor 

Ebeneier  Andrews       1 

John  FellowK 

Sam'  Ford                      ^ 

B<-tb  Norton 

Levi  Watson                  1 

Kllphalet  Ensign 

Lemuel  Orton                1 

Kleii/er  HikuIUi 

JobMai-ab                      i 

John  IVrkins 

Dan'  Wilopks               1 

«,..ni  «.>o<iin 

Tarbel  Whitney            1 

James  KErd 

Thomas  Bird                  1 

John  Minor 

Thomas  Porter               J 

JoMe|.h  Allen 

James  Dunnonr            1 

Rob.  Winsall 

Andrew  Bacon               1 

Thos.   nay 

t      ■•         Tlios.  Steaven«               1 

l>Hvid  Hi.lwell 

OMeon  Laurence           i 

Jesse  Srephens 

Joshua  Roiblione         i 

Cai»t.  David  Whitney  I 

Sum'  Itonglas^ 
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Winilliam  May  1,  1754. 
Account  of  |>er8ons  I  received  the  Money  of,  &  Admitted: 
Capt.  John  Wait  JKie.  5.  0  Beuj  Colwell  £16.  5.  0 

Alex.  Gaston  £9.  I'l.  0  Christopher  Crary  ^  Share 

Rowland  Barton  €l(i  5.  0  Martin  Howard  5  dolln 

Philip  Wickinw>n  4  dolls.  Dan»  Aysault  £16.  5.  0 

Jiil>ez  Bowen  Ksq  £16.  5.  0  Benj.  Bowen 

May  9 -I  Carried  the  account  of  the  al>ove  money  received  of 
these  persons,  into  my  Ledger: 

August  24.  1762  admitted  Col.  Elizer  Talcott, 
Solomon  Avery  1  whole  Share,  Humphrey  Avery  1  whole  Share 
Humphrey  Avery      "     **     **  do  **     * 

The  above  four  Shares  were  in  lieu  of  four  receipts,  made  to 
John  Rapilie's  children,  that  were  given  and  destroyed. 

S.  Gray  Clerk. 

An  account  of  Money  received  by  S.  Gray,  from   the   10**'  of 
Novem.  1754,  to  the  Q'^  of  Decem.  1754: 
Aaron  Crery 
Moses  Fish 
Edward  Mott 
Christopher  Avery 
Geo.  Avery 
>Vm.  Crery 
Jos.  Billings  Jun' 
Nathan  Kenney 
Tiiomas  Kenney  Jun' 
(iideon  Kennev 
Jo"  Randall  Esq^ 
<!has  Harris  Esq' 
Abraham  Petti  bone 
Timothv  Moses 
Peter  Swetland 
Johnathan  Harris 
Daniel  Early  (or  Ely) 
John  S«^rong,  Leb" 
Miles  Coleman 
Amos  Stafford 
.lohn  Bucklin 
Benjamin  Colvin 
Thomas  Stedman 
J"  Howard 
Jacob  Simonds  8 
Ab.  Snow  Jun' 
Jacob  Case 
Reriah  Brown 
Kben  Watson 


2  dolls 

Manasseth  Minor 

2  dolls 

2 

it 

John  Kinney 

2 

kk 

2 

it 

Rob.  Crery  Jun' 

2 

kk 

1 

•I 

Benj**  Avery 

2 

.k 

2 

tk 

Oliver  Crery 

2 

ki 

1 

»i 

Spencer  Kenney 

2 

•i 

2 

»i 

Henry  Huit 

2 

*. 

2 

kk 

Obadiah  Rhodes  J  un' 

2 

kk 

2 

il 

Thomas  Fish 

2 

ii 

2 

ti 

Benj"  Pierce 

2 

ik 

2 

&' 

Jehn°  Randall  Esq 

2 

ik 

2 

ik 

William  Sheldon 

2 

A 

1 

t( 

Richard  Cook 

1 

4. 

1 

4k 

EIi7Ah  Wells 

1 

ik 

2 

U 

Joshua  Ransom 

2 

k> 

2 

(k 

Mark  Leavenworth 

2 

«t 

2 

t( 

Isaac  Gallop 

2 

k» 

2 

(k 

Timothy  Seymour 

2 

«. 

2 

IS 

Simeon  Draper 

2 

»k 

2 

ki 

Eliphalet  Ensign 

2 

.• 

2 

<k 

Samuel  Drown 

2 

kft 

2 

it 

Jacob  Hendsdel 

2 

.t 

2 

ik 

James  Stedman 

2 

»» 

2 

ti 

Stephen  Fuller  Jun' 

2 

k» 

1 

ik 

Pawl  Holt 

2 

•  • 

1 

i. 

Abiel  Abbott 

2 

%. 

1 

i( 

Rob<  Hazard  Esqr 

2 

*  ■, 

2 

.• 

John  Wright 

2 

%. 

2 

kk 

David  Waters 

kt 
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liULitc  tit)«|il)er(l 

Duiiitil  ]>own1nf{  ' 

Thoiiian  SttiavviiK  1 

BU  Ooltoii,  1 

Jieiniiel  UtoiiKhtoii  i 

liebniH  Harrix  ! 

John  Cooke  '. 

Abriiin  TlioniiHuni  i 

TlioiiMtM  MHiiHfleUl  : 
John  MotiiKDinory  Junr  ! 

JiimeH  Dixon  J  iiii''  i 
Bilas  Helmc 

Jacob  liiHoo  1 

Joiinthan  RiiyiiulilH  ! 

Jonoathdti  NirkolH  ! 

JaboE  JoiidH  i 
Jaooti  Patrick 

Noali  <}miit  ! 

Hugh  Koiintsily  i 

Ahjjali  CiiiJy  i 

Win,  JackNOii  i 

Kilwunl  Evans  i 
Ittijer  Wolciott  Jim'  Ebc|  S 

I'^/ukittl  PelrcK  Bptq  i 

C*TIioinftM  Burt  S 

Rliiathan  Walkir  2 

John«mit]i  Ksq  2 

ThoniM  Wiley  S 

Bol>.   Dixon  Kbq  S 

Allan)  KitHHoii  2 


dolls  Win.  PafkKS 
"       Stet>l).-n  Rwhlle 


J  HI 


H  Wil«ci 


No»h  Krigi^K 
John  <;amlil.' 
John  Wiley  .run' 
Win.  WilliauiM 
<iavin  MilW 
Win.  Hii«tmi 
Jan.   Mnnlifoioery 
Rkhanl  Tiiiirntiin 
Stcjihen  lliirilinK 
Danii^l  F<H>t 


ThoH 


Aiiilei 


Tiio 


H  Pt»r 


JtttM>z  Howi'li  Kwq 


Nath'  LooiuiN  1 

Bphraiiii  Harris  1 

John  Leaveiiworl-h  3 

Kph-  Taylor  S 
S.tiu'Duranof  Hdtuate   2 

iivo.  Dorrtinri-  "     "  2 

Uiohael  Dollix   ■■    -  a 

Hattht'W  Patriok  3 

Dut«  Cf  eraia  2 

John  Iteyuolilfl  3 

John  lleyiioldit  Jun  » 

DauIH  Alden  Bnq  1 

John  JenkiDB  a 

«rjo»,.|>h  Ea»ton  3 

JoMtpli  I'hfllfpe  3 

JoH('|>h  Kyle  2 

8 am'  J>oitaat  3 

Oernltoni  Dorranne  8 

John  l>ori-iinnf  a 

Col.  Siiin'Talcott  3 

Ca|)f.  Thou.  Heymoiir  3 

Jolin  RiH>ii         '  1 

'Eliikkltn  Walker  i 

Bartholmnew  Arthur  3 

J,  Montgomery  3 

John  Ri>i;wln  3 

Hum'  Knsiion  3 

Uaiii'  M  FarlantI  3 

Johnaltian  Mary  3 

FranolH  Colgnivu  3 

HuRh  Wllev  a 

Hugh  Wiley  Jnn  2 

AlHzandt>r  Oaston  3 

A]r<:^iinder  Tninaii  t 

Jii  1>ixon  3 

Siejihen  Oardner  3 

.Toll!)  Newton  2 

.lolni  Al)l>e  2 

I'iiiiiel  Howen  2 

I'litrirk  M'Nftlley  2 

.lohli  Ma<^l>ole  3 

8aii><  Elanda  I 

Bunj.   KowKii  3 
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ZelkiKliah  Fiiriiiiiii 
John  Hiiiiiphr<*y  Esq 
John  Webster 
Nathaniel  Wales  Esq 
Alen  Wiley 
Diite  Cierrold 


Pierce?  Tracey 
Je«lediah  Fay 

Bam'  rhantller  Esq 

</hriHt.  Crary 
Amos  StalTord  Junr 
Jos.  Bucklin 
John  Ric^ 
Joseph  Alexander 
Batm*  Douglass 
Jolin  (Campbell  3 
Oliver  Habcook 
John  Hnnter 
Joseph  Lippert 
Benj.  Park 
Oh.  Foot 
Daniel  Foot 
Henrv  Bass 
Jos*»|))i  Parkhurst 
Thomas  Mansfield 

Oapt  Caleb  Hyde 
Mr  Elijah  Hyde 
ffldeon  Hibbard 
John  8i>encer  Jun' 
Kl>eiie7er  Bibbins 
Eleazer  <irosvenor 
Jacob  Simond 
Nathaniel  Warner 
Heniard  Dixon 
Eleazer  Fitch  Esq' 
Elijah  Brigham 
Joshua  ElderRin 
Benajali  Bill 
litMiiuel  Smith 
Nathaniel  Daniels 


2  dolls  Ebenezer  GrifTen 

2     '*  Benj.  Pomeroy 

2     "  Nath' Wales  Junr 

2     "  Alex'  Waloot  Esq 

2     "  Abram  Thompson 
5     *' 

Dec  7,  1754. 

2     **  John"*  Sawyer 


89 
8  dolls 


3 

ii 

2 

u 

8 

ti 

5 

(C 

1 


ki 


1    " 

Dec  10,  1754. 

2  dolls.  Heirs  of  Wm.  Chandler 

[Esq 
Ebenezer  Larnard 
Rowland  Barton 
Elnathan  Walker 
Sam'  Hunter 
James  Douglass 
James  Campbell  Junr 
James  Wiley 
Thomas  Stewart 
Robert  Hunter 
Miles  Jordan 
Benj"  Park  Junr 
John  Kellogg 
Ebenezer  Wright 
Benj"  Collins 
Joseph  Parkhurst 


1 
2 
2 
1 
t 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
1 


*« 


u 


»i 


kt 


4t 


t* 


ti 


i» 


4i 


ki 


«( 


ti 


J 


i« 


Dec  19,  1754. 

2  dolls.  Capt.  Ebenezer  Leach 
Josepli  Follet 
Ellas  Frink 
Joseph  Babcook 
Gadathan  Sim  >n 
John  GrosVener 
Zebulon  Hibbard 
Moses  Barnet 
Joshua  Reed 
James  Tracv 

• 

Daniel  Stonj^jhton 
Sarah  Huntington 
Joseph  Worrell 
Gide<m  Bingham 
Josiah  Bingham  Junr 


2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 

li 
1 

2 


it 


(( 


t( 


t( 


ik 


a 


»t 


«4 


2 
2 
2 

U 
1 

2 

1 

2 

1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


it 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

M 

8 

*{ 

t( 

14 
it 
tt 
tt 
it 
ti 
.t 
.4 
it 
tt 
it 
it 
kt 
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Uartlu  Howanl  Kmi 
JoKoph  WuUltiu 
Ne  he  mi  all  Backer 
John  JohiiBOti  Juur 
Joseph  Ariiuld 
Joliiiathaii  Stricklln 
David  I>(Ml|{i:t 
CoiiHidei-  Tiffany 
■tfTJoHup)!  Burt 
Benjo  BhtifRekl 
Ci'Stephen  Beckwith 
Chiui.  Dewny 
Simeon  Dunn 
Noah  Oilhreth 
Joseph  Mofflt 
ElMiiezer  Cheeney 
Jonathan  Baker 
Win  Swetland 
Jeremiah  Rotw 
Francix  Hawley 
Daniel  Kellngg 


3  dolla  Jaooh  Dann  Ettq 

3  ■'  Noah  Welwter 

2  "  Dr.  Mofflt 

a  "  Edward  Waldo 

a  "  1  Stephens  JenkioM 

3  "  Thomas  Jones 

2  "  James  Ely 

8  "  NathI"  Einmerson 

3  '■  i»-Ellsha  ScDvell 
3  "  John°  Hamilton 
a  "  Elijah  JolmHon 

2  "  Ebenezer  TltTany 
I  "  Ephrame  Dean 

3  "  Jabex  Dean 
a  ■"  John  Sheet 

1  "  Phinena  Ijewis 

3  "  Jedediah  Fay 

3  "  Joseph  Skinner 

a  "  Al.  PheliiB  Esq 

a  "  David  Mills 

Char  lex  Dewey 


May  16.  1755.     Carried  all  back  of  this  into  my  Ledger 
Joseph  Warren  1  (loll.  Thos.  Manstleld  i 

Jeremiah  Mason  2     "      (Jriiidall  RawRon  9dollK 

An  atrcoiint  of  the  monies  paid  to  me,  one  of  the  commit- 
tee agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the  8nsqh°  Company  at  their  niect- 
Ing  at  Hartford  Nov.  SO,  1754,  with  the  iiamen  of  the  personit 
that  have,  and  the  number  of  dollars  that  each  particular  per- 

nhas|Mkid.   Annexed  Is'theirresiieptive  names,  as  followetb  : 


EIieneKer  Williams 
Abraham  Harding 
Capt  Wm.  Whitney 
Robert  Kenedy 
Ben  J  Oeer 
Sam'  Walworth 
Christ.  Stark 
Stephen  Hillings 
Oliver  Spencer 
Beiij"  (iileH 
John  Baldwin 
Johnathan  JennlngH 
Sam' Hyde 
Imuir  Trapy  Jiin' 


3  dolls.  Thomas  Boles 
John  Grant 
Sam'  Reed 
Jacob  Geer 
James  Perkins 
Thos.  Wallworth 
Thos.  Wells 
Nftth'  I'arke 
Thos.  OlIeM 
Sam'  Tracy 
Isaai^  Sahliln  Jim 
Sam'  Hinin 
Hi.iij"  Wentworth 
Benedict  Arnold 


3  dolls. 


Martin  Howard  Esq  of  Rhode  Island  2 

JohnBliss  2  dolls.  AWl  Clark  2 

jpbomas  Branch  Jnn'      2      '       (;apt.  Philiiiw  Turner  2 
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:U 


John  Wood 
Phineas  Holden 
Joseph  White 
Ebeuezer  Irrover  Janr 
Win  Lathrop 
Joseph  Tracy  Jun 
John  Birchard  ** 
Elijah  Hcuskus 
John  Dean  of  Salsbury 
Jolm  Choat 
"^'Obediah  Gore 
Eph-  Bell 
David  Palmer 
Seth  Alden 

Dan*  Ayrault  Jun'  of  R 
Isaac  Tracey 
Seth  Smith 
Gerahoin  Bread 
Gershom  Hintley 
Benj"  Park 
Joseph  Oriswold 
Daniel  Lathorn 
Asa  Waterman 
Daniel  Rockwell 
John  Whitney 
Daniel  Lothrop 
John  Klderkin 


2  i 

[iollH 

i  Jeremiah  Clements 

2 

dolls 

2 

ii 

Herbert  Pride 

2 

4* 

2 

it 

Elisha  Tracy 

2 

i« 

2 

(i 

Hezekiah  Humphrey  Esq  2 

•  « 

2 

it 

Solomon  Humbleton 

3 

•  • 

2 

ii 

Abel  Griswold 

2 

•  • 

2 

ti 

John  Reed 

3 

•» 

2 

•4 

Simon  Barkus 

2 

ft  • 

2 

ii 

John  Birchard 

2 

•  k 

2 

it 

Gideon  Haskell 

1 

»» 

2 

ti 

C^Sam'  Gore 

3 

•  * 

2 

tt 

Johnathan  Hail 

2 

fck 

1 

ii 

John  Young 

3 

»* 

2 

tt 

Rachel  Wilner 

2 

«• 

lod 

e  Island 

2 

»• 

2  dolls. 

J.  Ed  gar  ton 

2 

•  » 

2 

it 

Isaac  Warner 

2 

ft* 

2 

if 

Dan'  Dewey 

2 

*• 

2 

it 

Jacob  Kimball 

1 

•  « 

2 

ti 

Christopher  Palmer 

2 

kft 

2 

ii 

Abner  Avery 

2 

•  » 

2 

it 

John  Williams 

2 

ft* 

2 

*• 

Simeon  Huntington 

2 

•  % 

2 

ti 

John  Hough 

2 

•  • 

2 

(i 

George  Dannis 

2 

4b 

1 

ki 

Ebenezer  Baldwin 

0 

t9f 

%m 

2 

*i 

Isaac  Wood  worth 

2 

m» 

2 


Capt  Philip  Wilkinson  of  Rhode  Island 

Re<rorded  and  Compared  by  Sam'  Grey  clerk. 

Isaac  Tracy  one  of  the  Committee — Martin  Howard  having 
pd  his  2  dolls  to  me,  I  have  pd.  these  ment*^  in  this  account 
of  Mr  Tracv's  back  to  Isaac  Woodward,  S.  Grav. 

(This  is  written  on  the  side  of  the  Original. ) 

Money  rec*  by  Oliver  Woolcot  Esqr  an  1  paid  to  Geo.  WvIIvk 
Esqr  Since  Nov.  1753  viz : 

2  dolls. 


Elisha  Sheldon 

2  dolls. 

Joshua  Gittean 

2 

Francis  Gittan 

2 

it 

Ebenezer  Lewis 

1 

Johnathan  Smith 

2 

.* 

Increase  Mosely 

o 

Eben  Marsh 

2 

k. 

Thos.  Parmalee 

2 

Barnalms  Hatch 

2 

•  k 

Reuben  Swift 

2 

Caleb  Wheeler 

1 

it 

John  Waugli 

1 

Oliver  Sanford 

2 

it 

Sam*  Hutchinson 

2 

David  Whitney 

2 

.» 

Joshua  Whitney 

2 

Doc.  Horseford 

3 

»i 

Turbal  Whitney 

2 

Nehemiah  Lewis 

1 

»i 

8'  Orton 

2 

it 


ii 


ii 
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AxtU'iati  Orton 
Ilezekiuh  Ortoii 
John  Stiill 
I'eter  (.larniwy 
John  Mt-iiiur 
JoHiah  1)«aii 
Lemuel  Taylor 
Bttm'  Oordon 
DarillaHiiKly 
Kniiert  Haiinnh 
A)-chiliaUl  Khhhoii 
Tfin  K<MH 
TliM.  Littlo 
Hum'  Hlauuliter 
HKxttklnh  Hooker  Ju 
Jhh.   Kaldwin 
Heth  Kent 
<'(>lt,oii  FletcliHr 
»il.  Grant. 
Will.  PellowH 
David  Bklwtsll 
Will.  Bu<-k 

AltKKi  HtTCB 

JaiiieH  Bearil 
Jolinathuii  Buck 

LltchiluUl— Hay'J. 
by  nail!  Company  27" 


'i  dolts  Lemuel  Orton  3  doIU 

2  "  Hufekiiih  Hooker  -i 

1  "  Klifha  Utiill  I  " 

3  "  TIhw.  Biirter  I  ■' 
3  ■'  Jeiiial  Buniuin  ■  3  " 
3  "  Ana  DuiiglaHH  2  '' 
1  "  Sam'  Jackuon  1  " 
1  '■  Sato'  Clinroli  1  " 
a  "  JuincH  Hannh  1  " 
1  "  J  amen  Ktiwon  2  " 
a  "  RicICI'eHt  a  " 
•2  "  Tim  Avert  1  ' 
]  •■  Siliui  Stone  3  ■■ 
a  ■'  l^aniel  Perry  2 

.11      I  "  (fldeon  MorriH  I 

I  "  Sam'  Puiiglaiw  1 

3  '■  Sam' Lw  2  " 

1  ••  Nathn'  Barney  3  ■■ 

2  "  L«(Iy  Newell  3 

3  •■  ThoH.  FellowB  J 

I  "  A>>el  Biirues  1  " 

•i  •'  Wm  Whrtney  3  " 

■i  ■■  Cruiien  Andrews  S  " 

3  '■  Matthew  I'atriok  8  " 

a  '•  EI>fiie..er  Fletcher  — 

1755  certified  liy  Oliver  Wooloot  appointed 

'  Novem.  1754. 


Hartkobd,  J/oj/,  \77ti. 
Att.  Voted  that  the  Oommiltee  be  EiniK>wered,  and  deHirf  «1, 
to  pnrBue  our  addresM  to  the  Gen'  Assembly  iit  the  Colony  of 
<  'onnectiont,  on  behalf  of  thin  Comi>uny,  for  thflr  (7<mnteimn(*c 
imd  approbation  of  tliu  Erecting  of  a  new  Colony  at  Suaqiie- 
lianna,  oik)  of  our  upplii^ation  to  hla  Majt^sty  fur  that  purpose, 
that  the  aaid  Cominlttei'.  do  af  far  ait  conveniently  may  bf,  em- 
ploy n  Suitable  nnmber  of  i>erH»nii  to  go  in  concurrence  with 
the  IniliniiH.  of  whom  they  piircliaxed,  to  erect  Moniimentfi  at 
the  NoHheiu^t  Si  SoutlieaHt  C.trnern,  of  the  land  already  pnr- 
<-Iiadeiliif  said  lndianH~That  itaid  Committee  procure  to  iHtlaid 
<mt  a  lownMhip,  or  lowiii'hiiiK,  ami  admit  Setllem,  thereon, 
iiIMin  HHch  termHiind  under  Hnch  ref;ulaticmK  a^  they  dhall  jndtre 
iiioHt  lulvanlaKeousforlhe  Com|iany,  and  wile  fur  the  Net tlern — 
that  they  be  einpoweri'il  to  build  an<l  erect  a  hiifllcient  fortiflca- 
t,ii>n,  a  Orifitmill  and  Suwmill ;  at  the  charge  of  the  ComjiaDy, 
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ill  snch  Town«  place  or  places,  as  shall  appear  to  them  necessary 
for  th«i  encoarai^eineiit  and  Security  of  the  flrst  settlers. 

That  the  Ooinmittee  be  Empowered  to  make  any  further  ad- 
ditional purchase  of  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company,  and 
for  the  Enlargement  of  the  said  proposed  new  colony,  and  take 
new  and  further  deeds  and  conveyances  for  the  same  from  the 
I  ndians,  in  the  names  of  the  respective  proprietors  or  members 
of  said  Company;  that  a  reasonable  address  be  made  to  his 
Majesty  for  Royal  f^rant  and  Confirmation  of  a  suflficient  tract 
of  lands  to  said  Company,  and  his  approbation  and  Encouraf^e- 
luent  of  our  undertaking ;  and  to  incorporate  the  said  (company 
witn  a  charter  of  privileges,  immunities,  and  government,  in 
form  as  near  as  may  be,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  said  Colony 
of  Connecticut. 

That  in  order  thereto,  a  proper  address  from  the  chiefs  of  the 
8ix  nations  of  Indians  be  procured. 

Voted,  that  <>ol.  Sam'  Talcott  and  Capt.  Thomas  Seymour 
be  added  to  the  present  Committee,  jointly  with  them  to  ar- 
range and  Conduct  this  affair. 

The  above  votes  on  this  page  were  passed  at  Hartford  May 
I7.*>.i.     Teste  Sam'  Gray  clerk. 

>'.  K — An  interval  of  five  years  without  a  meeting. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  legally  warned 
and  held  at  Hartford,  March  12,  1760,  Col.  Sam»  Talcott  Moder- 
ator 8.  Gray,  clerk. 

Daniel  Edwards  Esq  Capt.  Elisha  Shelding,and  Sam'  Gray, are 
Appointed  a  committee  to  call  all  such  persons  as  have  been  r^. 
ceiving  of  money  for  this  Company,  to  render  an  account 
thereof,  and  to  lay  the  said  accounts  before  this  Company  at  its 
next  meeting. 

Voted  that  the  clerk  of  thi^  Company,  make  an  Alphabetical 
roll  of  all  the  proprietor**,  and  send  one  to  each  of  the  follow- 
ing i)er8ons,  viz. 

To  Isaac  Tracy  of  Norwich,  to  Solomon  3>arling  Esq  of  New 
Haven,  to  Capt.  Elisha  Shelding  of  Lit<*hfield,  to  Sam'  Talcott 
Esq  of  Hartford,  .&  to  Sam'.  Rowland  of  Fairfield. 

Voted,  that  Sam'  Gray  of  Windham,  be  added  to  the  present 
Committee,  in  the  room  of  the  Htm.  Roger  Woloott  Esq  de- 
ceased. 

And  it  is  recommended  in  this  laeeting,  that  the  present 
Committee, with  all  expedition  carry  into  Execution  the  sevrral 
betrustments  re(}osed  in  them  by  the  former  votes  of  this  Com- 
pany. 

Upon  the  Motion  of  Mr  Isaac  Tracy  of  Norwich  voted,  that 
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the  present  Committee,  tr«>at  with  the  Committee  of  the  Dela- 
ware  purchase,  with  respect  to  joining,  sending  home  to  Eng- 
land Ac,  and  molie  report  to  tbid  Company  at  their  next  Ueet- 
ing. 

Votnd,  that  the  present  Committee  take  into  Just  Conridera^ 
tion,  Mr.  Ashley's  ami  Mr.  Pride's  aooount  of  any  diabarau- 
ments  made  by  them  for  this  Company,  and  make  sneh  allow- 
ance to  them  nut  of  the  Comp&D)  's  money,  as  they  shall  JadRe 
just  and  reasonable. 

The  following  persons  were  admitted  by  Thomna  Darling 
Esq— in  the  year  ITM  by  order  of  the  present  committee— vix : 


Timothy  Allen  of  N.  Haven  . 

Solomon  Moss  of  "  

Sum,  Darling  "  ... 

Uan'  Hamphrey     Darby        

James  Baldwin  "  

Snm'  Plum  "  

Abel  <^iun  "  

Joseph  Hnll  "  

Richard  Mansfield      "  

Daniel  Wooster  "  

John  Wooster  "  

Uenj.  Bates  "  ...... 

Qideon  Perry  "  

Harry  Wooster  "  

John  RiggB  Esq .  .    . 

Jon°  Miles  "  

John  French  '*  

Nathan  Curtice,  Woodbnry 

Blien'  Strontf  "  

Truniau  Hinman,         "  

Sam'  Hinman  "  

Wm.  Clarke.  Darhe 

Ager  Toinllnson  '•         

Sam'  Tonilinson  "         

Nathan  Allen.  N.  Haven,    .   .  . 

Theophilus  Ooodyear         "  .  ,  ,  . 

Jo-iiah  Curtia,  Stratford,      ...,,., 

Tim'  Pennington,  N.  Haven 

Elea/^r  Hinman  '*  

James  Parker  '•  

8am'  ManNneld  and  Stephen  Allen  &o  . 

Sam'  Wooster  of  Darbe, 

John  Orinln  "  

.Tosiah  Woodbouse,  N,  Haven 

Jacob  PintB,  "  


share. 
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Dan^Habbard  ••  Jriiare, 

AtiioB  Hitchcock  '*  ...       i 

A  nd*  Graham  Woodbury, 1 

David  Wooster,  N.  Haven, 1 

Badj  Hamerville         **  1 

Garwood  Guimingham,  Woodbury, 1 

Thos  Darling  Esq 1 

John  Rlliott,  N.  Haven 1 

Hugh  Fre<lrick,  West  ford,      h 

Philo  Mills,  Darbe i 

8am>  Shelton,  Stratford A 

James  Shelton  **  i 


k « 
<k 

t « 

i  * 

4  » 
t  • 

i  » 
ti 


Voted,  that  all  theso  persons  that  actually  paid  their  money 
to  the  present  Committee  in  the  year  1755,  to  Thos.  Darling 
Ksq  by  tlieir  order,  to  the  amount  of  9  dolls,  for  a  whole  right. 
shall  be  and  are  hereby  admitted  as  proprietors  in  the  Susque- 
hanna purchase,  and  their  names  are  ordered  to  bo  enrolled 
with  the  saia  proprietors — Adjourned  without  day. 

Teste  S,  Gray  clerk. 

Dec  7,  1758.  RIeazer  Whitsman  of  BnMgewater  for  a  whole 
right,  receiv'd  by  Roger  Wolcott  Eaqr,  Teste  S.  Gray  clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Company,  legally  warned  and  beld 
at  Windham  Feb  35,  17G1. 

Eliphalet  Dyer  Es<i  Moderator,  S.  Grey  clerk. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Thoa  Trumbull,  Col.  Sam'  Talcott,  Major 
Jedediah  BIderkin,  Mr.  Thomas  Darling,  Col.  H^iiplialet  Dyer, 
Capt.  Blisha  SheUlen,  Mr  .John  Smith,  Capt.  Uriah  Steavens, 
Mr.  Wm.  Clark,  &  Mr.  Humphreys,  be  a  couimitteo  to  join 
with  such  gentlemen  as  shall  bo  appointed  by  rlic  Delaware 
Company,  to  meet  and  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  joining 
said  Company,  in  an  application  to  his  Majesty  fot  grants  &c. — 
and  pre|>are  such  drafts  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  lay  before 
this  meeting. 

Adjourned  to  9  at  the  Clock  to  morrow. 

Voted,  to  send  an  agent  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  Fob 
27— Col.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Maj  .hiiV"  Elderkin  and  1><jc.  8am' 
Gray,  appointed  a  committee  to  settle  accounts  with  the  Exec- 
utors of  John  Fitch  deceased. 

Voted,  that  there  shall  be  two  persons  in  each  County,  to 
call  all  persons  that  have  been  receiving  of  money  for  the  ( Com- 
pany, to  account  &  settle  with  them  viz— Thomas  Seymour, 
Benj"  Paine,  in  the  County  of  Hartford,  .Tohn  Whitney,  Daniel 
Lyman  in  the  County  of  New  Haven,  Hezekiah    Humphreys 
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EmiiPoc.  Elisliu'rr(iR]',i:i  the  County  of  NuwI^oiidon—NHthanlel 
WiitttD  Junr.  Esq.,  Mum.  Wel>b,  in  tlie  County  of  Windham-. 
EU:4liiv  KliuldliiK.  liicreiiKfl  Mosety  t^aq  in  ttiti  County  of  Liteh- 
tlctd,  und  iiiiikd  11  ri'turii  of  huoIi  ucuuuntH  when  iiattltHl  and  ad- 
jiiHtcd  to  lliK  durk  of  this  cinnjiany. 

Voti>d,  tliut  Jonathan  Trunihull  Esq,  Hezeki&h  Humphreys 
Ewi,  John  Smltli  Kst\.,  Thoa.  Darling  Esq,  and  Kllsha Sheld jntf 
AaiJiii>'ii   tu    tho   Esq,  he,  and  thuy  am  huruhy  added  to  the  Gen' 

L1|i<m  (hu  n-i>r<^iteutation  mode  liy  the  Kev'Hr.  Oriadall  Raw- 
Hull  1(>  thix  iiK^etiuK,  that.  li»  wax  early  one  of  th«ni,  Imt  failing 
of  his  name  being  enrolled  with  the  llrttt— Voteil,  that  on  hia 
iwying  i)  dollars,  ht»  Hhall  be,  und  in  ndndtted--Ur.  ti-rindall 
RawBon  paid  tl  dollara  and  In  aduiittwl--  [hI  to  the  Clerk. 

ProiHtsed  in  tliJH  nmotlni;  lo  recelv»  In  more  proprietors,  tha 
uoniti deration  of  whinh  \*  referred  lo  the  meeting. 

Voted,  that  the  ulioivii  of  an  ugunt.  and  matters  relating 
iheroto,  lie  referred  to  the  adjourni^d  meetings,  which  In  pro- 
posed lo  l>e,  on  tho  0th  day  of  April  next,  aH  also  the  onnsidera- 
tioii  o[  thiH  C<m)[tany'8  proniotiu|{  or  HeDding  settlers  on  the 
Susctuehanna  latiil. 

This  meetinK  i>*  adjourned  to  Wednesday  the  8^  day  of  April 
next  at  this  place,  at  ten  of  the  Rlo<;k  in  llie  forenoon.  If  that 
day  happens  tu  be  the  public  fast  day.  then  tlie  next  day. 

Teste  a.  Gray,  clerk. 


windhim  April  »,       **  "  meeting  of  the  Sasq*  Company  at  Wind- 
I'Oi-  bam  April  U,  ITOl— Voted,  that  the  agent  chosen 

by  this  Company  to  make  application  for  a  grant  Ac,  if  ha  also 
l>e  chosen  to  represent  the  Delaware  Comiiany  so  called,  for  the 
Hume  purpose,  as  to  those  lands  purchased  by  them  ;  be  in- 
structed to  address  his  Majesty  in  some  pro|)er  method,  either 
l>y  joint,  or  sei-eral  iiieinortals  us  he  shall  he  advised  will  best 
answer  the  designs  of  both— That  the  Busq'  and  Delaware  par- 
<-liuses  t>e  inc<>r[)orated  and  iiitule  into  one  Civil  Government 
Jtc. ;  thougli  I'tich  <;omi)any  to  hold  distinel  prop rietors accord- 
jitg  to  their  r<'si>ectivu  piirtrhases,  and  to  that  viu\  that  each 
(Company  Endeavor  to  pitch  n|>oii  one  ami  the  same  person 
for  an  agent,  nnd  tliatsaid  itgi-nt  liothas  to  his  salary,  and  Sup- 
port, OH  well  HS  Everything  ni^edfiil  to  Expend  in  order  to  for- 
ward the  di-Hlgns  of  sjUil  Company,  I'acli  of  which  ho  is  equally 
to  rifpn-seiit  and  aet  fi>r;  heat  llie  joint  Cost  of  said  companies, 
and  in  such  proisirlion,  tliiit  the  Snsqni'lmnna  Company  pay 
two  tliiriis.  and  the  Delaware  *!<>,  <me  third  thereof. 
The  above  voted 
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.  And  in  order  to  raise  BufQcient  Stock  for  tiie  support  of  un 
ai^ent  &0.9  there  be  200  more  whole  shares  added — and  Subscrip- 
tion herefor  taken  in  at  the  rate  of  £S.  0.  0  for  a  whole  Share. 
and  that  a  coimuittee  be  api>ointed  in  eacli  (bounty  of  thib 
Colony,  to  admit  proprietors,  and  receive  the  money,  and  the 
same  as  soon  as  collected,  to  deliver  to  the  Treas.  of  said  Com- 
pany, and  that  the  number  affixed  for  each  of  said  Counties  for 
admission  be,  viz— 

The  County  of  Hartford  83 

The  County  of  New  Haven  83 
The  County  of  New  London  84 
The  County  of  Fairfield  33 

The  County  of  Windham  34 

The  County  of  Litchfield  33 

And  that  Major  Clijur  Talcott,  Daniel  Lyman  Esq,  Mr.  Isaac 
Trac/,  Mr.  Zach*  Clark,  Nathan'  Wales  Junr,  and  Elisha  Sheld- 
in(^  Esq.  be  a  committee  to  take  in  subscriptions  according  to 
the  above  vote,  and  their  return  make  of  the  Money  re&^  to  the 
Treas.,  and  the  names,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Company  by 
the  20^  day  of  May  next. 

And  that  there  be,  and  remain,  50  whole  shares  over 
and  above  the  said  200,  not  to  be  disposed  of  by  said  Commit- 
tee, but  to  be  and  remain  for  special  purposes,  to  be  disposed 
of  when,  and  to  whom  it  may  be  thought  most  for  (he  benefit 
of  the  Company,  and  the  disposal  of  which  to  be  under  the  ad- 
vice and  direction  of  the  Gen'  Committee. 

K.  Dyer  appointed  Voted,  that  Eliphalet  Dyer  Esq,  bo  and  is 
•cent  to  Great  Brt-  hereby  appointed  agent  for  this  Company,  with 

convenient  speed  to  repair  to  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  with  the  pow*^rs  and 
authorities  to  be  signed  by  the  committee  hereafter  api>ointed. 
Voted, -that  the  salary  of  the  agent  be  at  the  rate  of  £150 
Sterling  per  annum,  and  that  whatever  ho  nuiy  Expend  txs 
agent  aforesaid,  be  at  the  cost  of  the  Coinixuiy,  and  by  thein 
a(lvance<]  and  paid  ;  his  said  salary  and  proiK3r  expenses  at  the 
Company's  charge,  to  commence  on  his  leaving  his  own  home 
on  his  iTttended  voyage  to  Great  Britain,  in  the  purposes  afore- 
said, andito  continue  till  his  r^iturn  ;  also  a  reasonable  allow- 
ance for  his  time  si>ent  in  the  service  before  his  embarkation, 
be  made  by  the  Gen'  Committer,  and  to  be  paid  him,  and  that 
said  agent  be  forwanled  with  all  convenient  speed. 
All  above  voted. 

Voted,  Cklso,  that  Johnathan  Trumbull  Esqr,  Hezekiah  Hum- 
phreys Edq,  Ban*  Edwards  Ksq,  S.  Gray  Esq  Major  Jed.  Elder- 
Jcjn,  Geo.  Wyllys  Esq,  Capt.  Thomas  Seymour  &  Thomas  Darling- 
Esqr,  or  any  five  of  those  be  a  Committee,  in  order  to  collecT 
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(ill  (•ucli  KiuUiriolH,  uii'l  mako  all  ii«c«>wary  prepnr&tloiut  tltn* 
ri>f>>-i:i  lit'!  l-iiMt  rtiHiiiK^r  faruJHh  >M)d  agtiiit  to  proaeouU)  said 
iiiruir,  fiti'i  ii>  KJvi)  Iftti-r  <rf  Attorrioyor  jirocurstion,  to  the 
ii/'iil,  iitifJ  oImi  r.liiit  t liny  Rivit  htm  itro|ier  frutruRtionfi,  and 
rliiiy  iu:(!(fiii|>ljHli  tlt<;«Miri»,  if  {•'•HitiMe  within  two  monthii. 

TliH  JollifWiiiif  it  uri  ii(;c^>utit  of  |)roprlelora  taJuQ  In  by  Etl«h» 
Hh'ilrlitiK  Kk): 

.loliti  Orion  H'll'I  |r>A»lmlicl  Iiu«k 
LlixhnKwIliHoM  i«  WatMixU  (i„\,l 
ilciij-  Yfil''.  iHiia"!  Hull,  **'"'•"'*'»*' ^'**"".  vrhole  Bharea 
JlllIKlH  U,iiiii<:Im  ) 

Jitliii  Mitcht^ll    t:tHiiiA/jtr  Taylor  J  unr.— half  BharM—Botered 
li<-rii  AuK'-i7.  1701- 

I'rojtrhjlorH  luknii  in  liy  Kacliurliih  Clark: 


John  llniikHjuii 
Havi'l  Oawfoni 
iiii<-.li(iri(vli  ToHiHriHOii  Jiinr 
Ki-iipU  ToiiilliiHori  (}  Mliarc'J 
f-lliiikim  llyil<. 

I'mjiriotorH  1ak«n  In  hy  Major  Ellir«<r  IVIcott : 
Joliii  ArmHti.'ad,  JoKiuli  Tulcotl,  Joliii  IClKworlli 
Joliii  Tj  v<-luiitl,  JoHotili  AmlrdWH.  Riilinilm  Holliate'' 
John  Klrhy,  KIIhIiu  lIolliHtf-r,  lHra<-l  T<Ll<;ott, 
(JlriwHi  Porter,  Hijnj  IL.  -^ 
Jiihii  (toDdrich,  Kxi'ki<-I  (iratiti 

Kutf.rfH)  horci  Au|;uHt  1761. 

l'ro|irl'<torH  lukiiii  In  by  NuIliuiiiiH  Walcu  Junr  Esq : 


John  Cluekaton 
Troat  MillH 
TliadcuH  Shclton 
mi«nii7^r  Lyon  Jonr 
Entoreil  )i«re  Aoffitst  1761. 


r  Imlf  nliares 


<Ji-<i.  (iorilon 

Out>t.  Joiin  Gardner 

Hum'  (ioriion 

Cajit.  Christ  Gardner 

whole 

Z<-r>h°  I't^kliiH 

Saiii'  CaMoy  Esq 

BhareH 

lidvi.l  ].ioimr(i 

Jraopli  Chuw 

HjiM.'Crjift 

BiliwI-iiiy 

(■.i|.l.  Ilrnry  BilHhy 

AhI.uI..-I  W.^bstcr  Bold  to 

}BhareB 

Kiil.-ntil  liirii  AuKiiKt  '.iH  \'<0\.              John  Paino 

l'ro[.rl   lorn  lakcn  in 

hy  Ihiuii!  'i'mcy : 

|)|i<Il..y  \VtHi'lliriil«i> 

Bum-  Av.iry 

liiiiii|ihi-<'y  Avory  Ksq 

Juincrt  Av.ry 

(UirJKl"  Avi-ry 

E':iK!n  IW'.lcim  EHq 

('(irinl"  Avcry  Jiinr 

Mi.:h'  (;.>ok  Emi 

ThniiiOHdlliiU 

•M\y  ItoKt-rrt 

wholo 

Will  Av.ry 

l^^^■.   Mr.  DaviMjcwiU 

Bhanw 

J. IS,  liiirlhiirt 

Niimiilirity  Avury 

Win  Av.-ry 

Jit,'  iliirrinijlon 

Mill.  Avi-ry,  l.idhiiin  A 

<try,  lliii]ii>li.  Avury, 
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^Piioce  Alden 
James  Haughton 
George  Dalton 
Win.  Gallop 
Nath*  Gallop 
Gbenezer  Thomas 
Abijah  Palmer 
Dau*  Morgan 
J>an'  DoaglasB 


Azariah  Lathrop 

Amoa  Geer 

Rev.  Mr.  John  Barber 

Paul  Woodbridge 

Wm.  Morgan 

Sami  Guild 

Maj.  John  Durkee 

Theophilus  Rogers 


i  shares 


i 
1 


t  k 


«• 


»t 


»• 


Richard  Mather 
Entered  Got.  20  1761. 
Proprietors  taken  in  by  Capt.  Sheldon  since  his  last  return : 

Roger  Brownson whole  share, 

Rev.  Mr.  Steph  Johnson 

John  Mitchell  Jun 

S&m'EnoJunr 

David  Johnson  of  N.  Jersey    .   .       

Entered  here  July  6  1762. 

Aoooont  of  persons  taken  in  by  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq  in 
the  year  1755 : 

David  Pixley,  Josiah  Jones  Junr,  Sam'  Brown,  Sam*  Brown 
Junr,  Elihu  Parsons,  John  Pixley,  Isaac  Vandoresum,  John 
Williams,  Amos  Kellog,  whole  bhares  Warnham  Williams, 
Israel  Fortune— 1  share  in  Comp^. 

Entered  here  Jan^  1762. 


Hartford  jannaiT ft,  A  t  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  at  Hartford 
*^^  Jany  5,  1762— Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq.  Mod- 

erator.    8.  Gray  clerk. 

Whereas,  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Case  of 
the  Sasq'  purchase  for  the  agent,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  his 
Majesty  for  his  confirmatioir  &c,  has  been  for  several  reasons 
delayed  till  this  time. 

It  is  now  voted,  that  the  Committee  shall  immediately  Com- 
pleat  the  preparation  of  the  Case,  in  the  best  manner  they  can, 
and  properly  attested,  and  after  taking  the  best  advice  they 
can,  to  transmit  the  Case  to  some  proper  person  in  Great  Brit- 
ain—and in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  Company,  toauthoriz.e 
and  Empower  him  to  appear  for  the  Comp^,  and  also  give  him 
proper  Instructions  relative  thereto. 

Voted,  that  Jared  Ingersoll,  Timothy  Woodbridge,  John 
Smith  and  Job.  Randall  E8q^  be,  and  they  are  hereby  added 
to  the  Committee  for  preparing  the  Case. 

Voted,  that  the  major  part  of  the  Committee  appointed  l.o 
prepare  and  send  home  the   Case  of  saiJ   purchase,  be,  and 
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they  are' hereby  authorized,  tixlrawout  uf  the  Treasury  of  thin 
Colli])'  far  tliat  purpose,  such  siiriiBof  inoiivy  us  they  shall  flod 
needful  lo  proseoute  the  Haiiiu  to  ellect. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  appointml  lo  prepare  and 
Bend  home  the  Case  of  said  purchant:,  xhall  be  a  Ooinmittee  to 
use  proper  meanH  to  prepare  the  miiidit  of  the  IndiaoH  for  the 
admisHioii  and  oarryinff  on  Bettleiueiitit  on  tlie  landtt,  And  tranx- 
act  ftiiy  other  affairs  that  Bhali  bfl  iiertettHury  for  tlie  nettlenient 
of  the  Bald  luniU,  and  that  the  Cnimnlttee  have  liberty  to  £ni- 
ploy  100  men  for  that  piir|)OHe  at.  llie  Co§t  of  thl§  Company. 

Voted,  that  ThoinaB  FelU)WM  whall  re<i»lvo  of  the  Company  k 
Money  for  thd  use  of  I  he  heirs  of  Win.  Fellows  late  of  Caaoaii 
deceased,  the  sum  of  £5. 8.0  land  Moiidy  for  a  mare  that  the 
said  Win.  FellowH  Bold  to  Beth  Yomif;  when  In  the  Compauy'ii 
Service. 

[)lso)ved  this  meeting.       8.  flray  clerk. 

Heoeived  of  Isoau  Hennet  4J  dollx.  for  half  share  in  Busq*  pur- 
chase—July 1755  per  nieEliphalet  Dyer  one  of  the  Committee 
Recorder  per  Bam'  Gray  clerk.  Percons  rec*  by  Elip'  Dyer  ITB.? 
vi/.  :  Capt.  Adoiiijah  Fitch,  Dun'  Mreh,  whole  shares— Capt. 
John  Bradford,  Josh.  Baker  Juu  J  sliares  James  Baker  ^aliare — 
Dan'  Itot^ers. 

1751  taken  in  by  Stephen  Gardner- Rbenezer  Williams: 

Sam'  Gray's  account  aifaiiist  the  Susq'  Company  : 

a  Copies  for  Mr.  Stantly £  ft  10.0 

a         "       ■■     Mr.  Gardner 13.0 

To  3  quires  of  paper 1.  lO.O 

To  3  days  writing  to  lit  Mr  Dyer  and  Mr.  GIderkin,  for 

their  Journey  &  record  votes 40O.O 

To  1  day  more  flttlng  papers  for  Mr.  Darling  &  Capl. 

Adams 8.00. 

To  ^  do7. more  writing 1.00.0 

— Bettling  act.  with  Journeying  Coratnittee 9.00.0 

—31  days  more  writing  for  said  Company 8.00.0 

—  1  day  settling  apo.f  with  Mr.  Stantly  &  Co ilO. 

— Settling  sundry  iK^pountH 1.10,0 

£18.I2.n 

Sam'  Gray  Dr.  to  the  Company  for  1931  dolls,  reo*  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Stantly,  and  £40.13.0  old  tenor  Equal  to  12  dollars— 
Feb  13  ReC-of  Mr.  Stantly  £4a0.0  old  tenor,  and  4  dolls,  for 
the  10  men's  advaneed  dollars- entered  this  day  on  record- 
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Bam*  Gray  I>r.  to  the  0()in[>y  before  the  Coin***  set  out— 113  doll^ 


Oct  1 — delivered  to  the  journeying  (yonimittee  99  doll8. 

*'  8-  **      Stephen  Gardner  13 


it 


As  per  receipts  J an^,  1754  113  dolls 

1  sent  40  dolls,  by  Mr.  Glderkin  to  Deacon  Wood  bridge  of  the 

last  money  received  by  lue. 

Feb  la     To  Cash   pd  Mr.  Thomas  Stantly  for  his  trouble  his 

aooouDts  as  on  file  £40. 0. 0  old  tenor. 


Here  begins  in  the  original  |)age  (1)  succeeding  that  (62)  ap- 
parently a  second  book  though  sow'd  up  with  the  same — 
Hartfoni    Hay  19.       At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq' 
^'®-  purchase  legally  warned  and  held  at  Hartford, 

May,  19,  1702.    Col.  W.  Whiting  Moderator— John  Jenkins  clerk. 

Voted,  for  the  promotion  and  encouragement  of  a  speedy 
beginning  of  a  settlemet  of  our  Susq*^  purchase,  that  there  be 
liberty  for  100  of  the  purchasers  of  the  said  Susq*  purchase,  by 
themselves  personally,  and  not  by  substitutes,  to  enter  upon, 
and  under  the  Company  of  purchasers  of  the  said  purchase,  to 
hold  and  improve  a  tract  of  land  within  the  said  purchase  10 
miles  square,  Easterly  of,  and  adjoining  to  the  Susq*  Ri/er — 
which  said  tract  of  10  Miles  Square,  shall  under  the  said  Com- 
pany by  the  said  100  men  in  equal  shares,  or  a  like  proportiona- 
l>le  ptart  thereof  by  any  lesser  number  of  our  said  purchasers, 
be  held  and  improved  and  be  to  them,  their  heirs  &c,  as  a 
gratuity  from  this  Company  over  and  above  their  respective 
shares  in  the  rest  of  the  said  purchase,  with  this  promise,  and 
on  the  following  Conditions  &c,  no  other— viz— that  none  of  the 
said  persons  l)e  permitted  to  enter  upon,  and  hold  the  said  10 
miles  square  of  land,  Except  such  only  as  shall  be  appointed  and 
accepted  by,  and  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.  —And  also,  that  the  said  fiintrance  on 
tho  said  10  miles  square  of  land,  i>e  made  within  4  months  of  t  his 
time, and  also  that  the  said  100  men,or  such  lesser  number  not  un- 
der 50,  who  shall  so  Enter  upon  said  lOmiles  squarecf  land  within 
4  monthsof  the  time  as  aforesaid, shall  continue  thereon,  holding 
and  improving  the  same  under  said  Company,  for  and  during  the 
whole  term  and  time  of  five  years  next,  after  they  so  enter 
thereon  as  aforesaid — provided,  also,  that  if  any  or  Jill  of  the 
said  persons,  who  shall  so  enter  thereon  as  aforesaid,  shall  at 
anytime  during  the  safd  5  years,  or  at  any  timo  before  the 
whole  matter  respecting  said  purchase  ho  determined  distinct 
and  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  said  original  purchase,  quit 
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his,  or  Uieir  prHtentious  posHeMJona  of  lioUlinfc  and  ImprovlnR 
the  tuiine  nnik-r  the  vext  or  the  tuiitl  (Jompany  nntl  l>y  virtue 
of  thaori);inal  purchas*,  anil  mhiill  make  any  lunnnei-  of  preten- 
tion of  tioliling  tlio  Haino  orany[>urt,  of  tlin  Hiisq*  pumhaw 
iinJer  uny  said  pttriton  or  peraoiiu  whatHoever,  that  then,  and 
in  that  cane,  liia  or  their  wtiole  Hejinrato  interest  in  the  afor«- 
Haid  10  iiiilciM  Hquaru  of  land,  uliali  Ix)  to  all  iolentH  and  pur- 
poses forfeiteil,  and  fliall  revert  to  the  said  Co. 

Voted.  nlHo,  thnt  tho  eal.l  10  inilen  oqunre  of  land  bo  taken 
iif),  laiJ  out,  and  improved  in  mioh  uiunner  and  tii  such  plaoe 
within  said  p^ircfatuie— provided  it  I>e  RuHterly  of,  and  adjoin- 
ing tliQ  HuHqiiehanna  Biver  dh  aforeHuUI,  an  the  |>er«on,  who 
Hhall  Ko  enter  tlisrson  as  afornaatd,  fihall  think  proper— And 
whereas,  Col.  Eliplmlet  Dytr  of  the  town  of  County  of  Wind- 
ham, hath  herutoforo  l)een  rhosen  by  the  said  Company  of  tha 
Suttq*  i>urchaHers  an  agent  for  the  ttald  Company,  to  apply  to 
the  Court  of  Ori>at  Britain  fnr  n  conflrmatlon  of  the  Bald  pur- 
chase, to  be  by  tho  Kaid  Agent  laid  before  bis  Majesty  for  his 
royal  conflrmailon,  and  Imth  hitherto  delayed  for  Beverul  rea- 
eons  to  tranxmit  tho  Samo  by  tho  Said  Agent,  lo  tho  Court  of 
Qreatlirilain  — It  iinow  voted,  that  tho  said  Conimltteu  pro- 
ceed to  inuko  Oompletn  lh«  imodful  pre)iarationH  of  Iho  said 
CaHo  in  tho  linst  manner  poH.^'hU',  nnd  properly  attested— and 
after  taking  tho  best  udvlco  i.nd  trauHiiiittinii  tho  Fnmo  cither 
by  tlio  eaid  agent  or  olherwieo,  aa  the  Miid  Committeo  iihall 
tliink  pro|Kj;',  to  pomo  person  in  Great  Hritain— and  in  the 
tiaino  and  behalf  of  tint  t;aid  Company,  to  authonzo  and  Rm- 
iniwerliim  to  appear  for  this  {'oinpany,  and  mako  what  interest  - 
hocivnforneintliiiturrair,  and  alno  that  tho  said  Company  tdiall 
from  time  to  lime  transmit  lo  him  all  pn>per  instruction,  rel- 
alivo  tothcHaidpiircha^o,  na  the occaPioii  shall  or  may  require, 
audfiaiJ  person HO:i.uthori/e<laHufore»iald,loacqiiointBtLld  Coin- 
iiihtaoof  ihodriit  favorahlo  opportnnily  to  bo  bynn  Improved, 
in  [;endin,7o:irs:iidar{ent  to  the  Court  of  Great  Krltoin  for  tho 
pLirposo  aforesaid,  nnit  it  bu  left  to  the  disi^retioi)  of  naid  Com. 
mlttcD,  aj:t>:\  the  firiit  notico  of  a  favorable  <)pportunity,  to 
(Kind  homo  our  iiaid  agent  for  tlio  piirtmitu  aforutiaid. 

XIpoTi  thci  teslimony  of  ,Iohn  Siiiilh  Esq  of  Voluntown  In  the 
county  of  Windham,  (hat  JameH  Hi-nnot  "f  Pri'ston  in  the 
County  of  Ntnv  l,o-.idon.  haii  jwiid  lii'i  money  and  took  arcecipt 
for  Iho  liamo,  for  a  wholo  nharo  in  mid  purchuH.',  and  that  by 
B<mm  means  ho  had  lost  his  wild  ri'c<'i|il,  and  his  namo  ban  not 
Itiiherlo  iKtcn  pnlcrcd  upOTi  any  of  thi)  i-<il!!i  of  ii  CoiniKiny- 
Votod  that  lh.;Hti<l  n.-niicl  l>c  nov/ adnditwl  as  a  v/bohi  hharo 
l>roprio:or  i:i  mu-.l  piiroliasu,  and  that  his  name  bo  accordingly 
entered  of  [icwird. 
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Voted,   that    Timothy  Wood  bridge,   John    Smith,   Stephen 

Gardner,    Amos    Stafford,    Jolin    Jenkins,    Thomas    Darling, 

Thomas  Hill,  and  Dan' Lau ranee,  be  a  Committee  to  direct  and 

inspect  the  settlement  to  be  made  on  the  Susq*^  CompJ^  land, 

and  are  empowered  to  prosecute  the  measures  proposed  and 

voted,  relative  to  said  settlement. 

How  mMtiags  aro  Voted,  that  upon  application  being  made 
to  bo  warned.  i,y  iqq  q^  more  of  the  proprietors  to  the  major 

part  of  the  Committee  that  are  authorized  to  warn  meetings 
Setting  forth  in  said  application  the  matters  and  reasons  why 
they  would  have  a  meeting  warDed,said  Committee  Shall  forth- 
with warn  a  meeting,  by  inserting  the  same  in  the  public  prints 
at  New  Haven,  New  London,  and  Newport,  at  least  three 
weeks  before  such  meetings  shall  be  held,  or  u|>on  like  appli- 
cation being  made  to  the  clerk  as  aforesaid,  the  clerk  shall 
directly  warn  a  meeting  in  manner  above  mentioned,  and  that 
the  said  committee  have  the  same  power  to  warn  meetings  at 
any  time  hereafter— when  they  shall  judge  proper,  as  ever 
they  had,  they  publishing  the  pame  as  in  manner  above  men- 
tioned and  that  said  committee  or  clerk  give  more  extensive 
warnings  for  meetings  if  they  judge  it  necessary. 


Windham,  July  27,  1762. 
Windham  July  27.       At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq»  Comp'  for  the  fur- 
i*«o-  ther  encouragement  of  settlers. 

Whereas  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq*  Comp^*  purchase  at 
the  meeting  in  Hartford  May  19,  1762  Voted  that  100  of  the 
purchasers  have  liberty  only  by  themselves  personally  to  settle 
on  said  purchase  and  take  up  and  improve  for  themselves  as  a 
gratuity  from  said  Comp*  10  miles  square  of  land  on  the  East 
side  of  said  River  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions  therein 
expressed  and  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  nominated 
and  appointed  by  taid  meeting  as  per  record  will  appear. 

s^ctticrs  nnrt  Town-  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Voted,  that  instead  of  100  settlers 
sbiiw  incroascd.         g^   voted   in   the    aforesaid    vote— there    shall 

be  200  settlers  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  same  Committee  and  for  encouragement 
to  the  said  200  Settlers  proposed— Now  Voted,  they  shall  have 
for  themselves  equally  between  them,  an  addition  of  10  miles 
square  of  land,  together  with  that  already  granted  in  common 
between  them  the  said  200,  and  ni  proportion  for  a  lesser  num- 
ber, not  less  than  100  in  the  whole,  according  to  the  iirfit  vote 
the  said  additional  tract  to  ba  laid  out  on  the  West  side  of  the 
River,  opposite  to  where  the  first  was  granted,  and  adjoin  to 
said  River,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  expressed 
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In  the  uforesniil  vot*— only  ilmt  (hey  nil  Hball 
have  1  Iwrty  of  tlir«n  mniitliit  from  the  date  of 
this  meeting,  to  beifiii  thu  settlement  voted. 

Voted,  that  DavJil  Etlwardx.  Eliphulet  DyiT,  Bhiu' Gray,  Jed. 
£lderkin.  Job  BamliUI,  Thoinnit  Beyniour,  iin<l  Jtihn  Smith  Eitq. 
be  a  Committee  in  order  lo  tranxant  and  iitanngeall  affairs 
with  reHpect  to  the  SQHq'Cniniy;  Settle  m-coimts.  drawordew 
on  the  TretiBHrer  oF  tliit  Ooin|>' for  money  Hi  iiereflitary,  mAk-^ 
ami  transmit  nil  necesxary  pre lutrat ions  and  t>iiwer.  wherever 
needful,  and  on  the  whole,  to  transact  nil  alTKirn  to  which  aoy 
Committee  are  now  Emiiowered  ;  Except  with  reajwot  to  the 
settlomentH,  aiidof  dixpoKinf^of  HghtRinnaii)  [rarchase,  to  which 
Committees  are  specially,  appointed— Voted,  that  Capt.  Tim- 
othy Hnltlater  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Carrying  on  tha 
settlementp. 

An  account  of  proprietor»  admitted  by  Daniel  Lyman,  Bep. 
4,  1761 : 

pbare 


Daniel  Ailing 

share     Theudnr(>  RoBSeler  Esq  { 

Stephen  Smith             i 

-■        Mr.  Edmond  Ward        i 

David  Bncher              j 

■■     a  Dan'  Chilt«nden            ] 

Edu'<  Malory                j 

'•     5  Nath'  Stoni                     ^ 

He/"  Parmulee  Jiinr   j 

'■     «  Stephen  Baldwin             i 
"     *  Micha-d  Dndlev               i 

'■    £  Will.  coiiii.H              i 

Jolin  I'ierjHjnt               J 

John  Asborn  Jnnr      1 

Sam' Bishop  J  unr         J 

■■    2  Dan'CollJnH                     i 

David  Anstin               j 

'■     0  Ji>seph  Chidsey                ] 

James  Prlsley              J 

■'    ^  MaryOriswolil                 } 

Aaron  Pon<l                  J 

Timothy  Fowler            j 

Jareil  Dudley                    I 

Joh°  lilnley  of  Hra.lford                 i  slinre 

Sam'  Street  Junr  of  Wellington   i      ' 
Stephen  Hawley  New  Milford       ^ 
Isaau  Northrop  "  1 

The  following  ritrhtt)  and  half  right 
disiKised  of  by  Daniel  Lyman  : 
Sam'  8t«warl  of  Palnirr  in  Boston  (it 
mry  Stewart  of  Blanfonl 


In  the  Sasq*  porohai 


Richard  Goldsmith 
BenJ.  Uoldsmith 
KnoH  Yale 
Stepbpn  Yolo 
Eiisha  Lnddinglon 
Nalh'  Green 
l,fv<irett  Hul)l>ard  .In 
Wm.  HublMird 
Nath-'&  Joi 


1  right, 


No^ 
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i^f^itttmatn.  Nov.  iG.       At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Sus- 
^     ^*  quehanna  purchase,  legally  warned  and  held  at 

*Wx»*itiftin,  the  W^  day  of  Nov.  1702,  Eliph  '  Dyer  Moderator,  8. 
^*>*i.y,    clerk. 

X^^Mrm^reaSy  it  is  represented  to  this  Company,  that  a  Congress 

^itrMrm    "fche  Indians  of  the  six  nations  is  Expected  at  Albany,  on 

^^1^^    i3rS3^day  of  March  next,  according  to  the  agreement  of  Jolm 

^ira  B  ^'Iri  £sqr.  with  some  of  said   Indian  Chiefs;  it  is  thereuiK>n 

that  the  Hon.  E.  Dyer  Esq,  Timothy  Wood  bridge    Esq, 

Smith   Esqr,  Jo!).    Randall  Esq,  Mr.    Isaac  Tracy,   Mr. 

•Jenkins,  Capt  Uriah  Steavens  and  Col.  John  Lydius,  be 

niittee,  to  repair  to  Albany  on  the  said  22*^  day  of  March 

rith'full  power  and  authority  on  behalf  of  this  Company, 

.t  with  said  Indian  Chiefs,  respecting  our  purchase  made 

>m,  of  lands  on   Susquehanna  River,  and   settlements 

f,  and  procure  a  recognition  of  said  purchase;  and  also 

with  any  tribe  of  Chief  Indians,  that  Complain  that 

lave  not  been  fully  satisfied,  nor  received  their  peuTt  of  the 

.ase   money,  and   make   such    reasonable    presents,  and 

jties,  as   may  be  needful  to  Content  said  Indians,  in  our 

l)068e88ing  &  enjoying  said  purchased  lands ;  and  if  it  ap- 

fthat  any  head  man,  Chief  or  Sachem,  hath  not  Executed 

«ed  of  said  land,  then  to  procure  the  said  head  man.  Chief 

-^heiu,  to  Execute  the  same  ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby 

and  ordered,  to  pay  out  so  much  of  the   Company's 

;y  in  his  hands,  to  the  above  named   Committee,  as  they 

Judge  needful  to  be  improved  by  them  for  the  purpose 

kioned  in  this  vote;  and  iheir  account  thereof,  to  Iny  he- 

this   Company  at   their  next  meeting,  and  the  overplus, 

ly  there  be  shall  be  repaid  to  the  said  Treasurer. 

>prieton  ad-       Voted,  that  HO  more  proprietors  be  admitted  to 

have  shares  in  the  Susq*^  land,  by  paying  to  the 

-^^imittee  hereafter  named,  the  sum  of  £15  lawful  money  for 

li  Whole  Shared 

.,^  Voted,  that  the  Committee  formerly  appointed 

toadmit  proprietors  at  £8.  perright,  beandthey 
"^^  ^  hereby  order'd  forth  with  to  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  this  Com - 
^  ^^^  ny,  an  account  of  all  such  rights  as  have  been  disposed  of.and 
^^e  monies  arising  therefrom,  forthwith  to  collect  and  deliver 
^^Xto  the  Treasury  of  said  Company,  and  that  all  such  rights  as 
•^^e  now  undisposed  of,  be   disposiMl  of  at  the  rate  of  £15.,  as 
^  ^ose  now  added  are ;  and  that  Messrs  Isatic  Tracey,  Nath^  Wales 
^  unr,  Ezra  Dean,  Jon'  Root,  Uriah  Steavens,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  dispose  of  all  such  remain- 
ing rights,  as  also  those  50  now  added,  in   Equal  divisions,  at 
t;be  rate  aforesaid;  receive  and  Collect  the  monies  thereon, 


L 
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on  aooount  of  the  iiuiiies  traneiiiitted  to  tho  Clerk,  and  the 
money  into  the  Tretuinry  by  the  IS"  day  of  February  next. 

Voted,  tliHt  wheinivs  at  tlie  laitt  ineeliiig  there  wtut  the  right 
of  two  townsliipH  ordered  to  200  men,  wliu  ttioiild  proceed  to 
settle  on  uaid  flnHquehannii.  land,  within  a  certain  limited 
time,  which  is  now  Expired,  tliough  niiinl)ers  went  on  upon 
Bald  lanitH  In  order  to  take  possession,  but  thought  it  pra- 
dent  to  withdraw  for  a  xeaiioii ;  it  is  now  voted,  tliut  the  Baiuft 
privileged  be,  and  the  Same  la  hereby  Continued  to  9uch  Jier- 
sons  as  in  Haid  former  vote  was  provided—On  Condliion,  they 
make  their  tlntry  on  saiil  lands,  by  tlie  flrxt  day  of  June  next, 
and  continue  thereon  ax  was  befiro  prnvideil ;  and  also,  that 
there  be  reserved  in  each  of  mid  townBhipa,  three  whole  riBfata 
for  quantity,  and  quality,  for  the  |)tihlio  use.  to  tie  hereafter 
dlHpnaed  of,  or  appropriated  by  th<>  <.'om|iuny,  nnd  that  one 
Imiao  Benuet  .lunr,  for  unjnetly  taking  tho  property  of  Some 
Imlians  on  Maid  Siisq'  landa  as  was  8upp:>sed,  be  excluded  from 
having  any  part  in  said  township,  and  tho  same  Committee  for 
Cnrrylnit  on  Said  SettlementB,  be  also  con  tin  iied,  and  that  the 
mnjor  part  of  eiioh  Committee  that  may  be  present  on  their 
marnli  to  said  place,  and  when  tliere  arrived,  to  govern  and 
control  in  said  AlTairK 

Voted,  to  adjoiiint  this  mei^tinij:  to  the  Sixth  day  uf  April 
next,  to  meet  at  Wimldam. 

Saiu'  Oray — Clerk  of  the  Siisq*  Company 
or  proprietors  See^. 

1  have  sold  13  rlghtH  to  the  personH  here  mentioned  and  an 
they  aro  here  eet  down  by  the  hand  of  Capt.  Tim'  HolllHter 
which  1  desire  to  put  on  record  : 

To  Rioli.  Woldpmith      1  right    John  Hitchrocks  Esq&f^  I  H   I  t 
Reuben  Parker,  &      I  i     •■        I^OJih  Urownson  I 

John  Parker  i  Peter  Mulllner  l  i    j   ht 

Wm.  Marsh  1      "         Wm.  Mulliner  1   '"8"^ 

Elihii  Marsh  I     "       Bonj.  UoldKuiith  1     " 

Nathan  Smith  1  right  sold  to  T.  Holiititer,  Jos,  Coleman  I     " 
Timothy  Holllster  1  right-^  Sold  to  Simeon  Chittendt^n 
Timothy  Holllster  Junr  >  ,■..  Solomon  HolliHter&l  ,       . 
Isaac  HolHster  >        "       Win.  Holliwter  Ben  >  '  "^"^ 

Stratford  Mu roll  34,  17IW,  — Mr.  Gray  bo  )il>-ivsed  1o  enter  the 
altove  rJ  riRhts  on  ri-cord.  Zacii'  Clark 

Truly  reconled  anl  compareii  8am'  Gray,  olerk. 

The  following  is  an  iwicount  of  snndrj-  perwonH,  proprie- 
tors, Admitttsl  l>y  ICIisha  Sheldon  Esq.  and  relumed  to  me 
April  tl,  1763.     Viz: 
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Brown. 1  sharo 

avidJjandon         of  Guilford 1      '' 

m*  Landon  Jonr.         **  .   .  1      ** 

ared  Landon  of  Bouthold 1      '* 

ath*  Landou  of  South  Haven 1       *' 

aines  Henderson .^  right 

m'  Doaglas A      " 

o«».  Menelsof  N.   Hartford 1       '* 

Case  of  Synisbury J      ** 

Entered  from  his  own  transcript 
per  Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 

A   list  of  proprietors  taken  in  by  Uriah   Steavens  on  a  vote 
passed  Nov.  16,  linZ 

David  Marvin  1  old  right  g   Nathan  Hurl  hurt      2  rights 

Benj  Goldsmith  '*  '•      »§  Jobe  Rath  bono  1 

Rich.  Goldsmith  "  *'      ^  Amos  Rathbono         1 

Susanna  Ann  <&       \  ^  ^i       o 

A.bajail  Goldsmith)  ^   April  9.  17G:}  Uriah  Steavens 

Truly  ^eoord^d — Teste  Sam^  Gray,  clerk. 
^wtndham  April  17.       At  a  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  CoTiipany, 
*'"*•  held  at  Windham,  in  the  (Jounty  of  Windham 

cftDd  Colony  of  Connecticut,  April  17,  17<»:J. 

It  appearing  to  this  Company,  tha':  some  of  th(5  proprietors 

of  our  purchase  of  lands  at  Susq*  river,  lo  Iho  numl>er  of  2  or 

SOO,  movHig  that  the  lands  be  laid  out  into  severul   townships 

Asa  part  of  their  rights,  for  the  speedy  settleiiuuit  of  said  lands. 

^  ...  It   is    therefore    Voted,    that  there  shall    be 

aboat  Townstaips.  8  eight    townships     laid    out   on  said  river,    as 

near  as   may  be  to  the  townships   granted  as 
/!jrratuity  to  the  iirst  Settlers,  Each  01  said  Eight  townships  to 
Contain  Ave  miles  Square  of  lanJ,  lit  for  g'>od  improvements 
or  Equivalent  thereto,  as  the  land  may  Suitably  accommodate, 
at;  the  discretion  of  a  Committees  hert^ai'ter   named,  and  ai>- 
poiuted  for  that  purpose ;  reservin;^  for  the  use  oi'  the  Company 
/or   their  after  di8pr)sal,  till   beds  01    Mine  ore,  and  ('oal,  that 
be  within  the  Towns*  ordered  for  settlement. 
Voted,  that  Ca[)t.  Robc^rt  (feer,  Wm.   Huck.  John  Owen  Esq, 
sra  Dean,  Capt.  Josi^ph  Can  field,  Joel  Miinson,  Lieut.  Prince 
*raoy  each  of  them,  admit  settlers  to  the  numb;^r  of  40--A!a.|or 
%lizar  Talcott,  and   Capt  Uriah  Stevens,  each  of  them  admit 
settlers   to  the  number  of  *20  each,  for  the  said  eight  towns'— 
^ow  ordered  to  belaid  out,  ami  that  Timothy  Wooiibridge,  In- 
crease Mo8:dy,  and  Job  Riindall  Esq  be  a  committee,  with  full 
power  immediately  to  layout  said  eight  townships,  limit,  size 
and  bound  them  out,  that  they  may  be  ready  as  they  shall  be 


48       MINUTES  OP  THE  BUSQUEHANMA  COMPANY 

la  Dliowed  lor  n  wnnled  Cor  Settling;  ullowing  40  proprleton 
lowDiiiiii.  meaiiho(said  towiitiliipo,  to  be  Equally  divided 

betweuu  them  for  quunlity  Sn  quality,  as  suoh  parts  of  tbeir 
resiMictivQ  rightH  and  bliares  iu  the  vhole,  Excepting  threo 
wliolu  rit;htti  or  Hliartui,  in  Rauli  township,  which  is  reserved 
for  publio  uat-,  to  behereaftur  dlHpoBed  of  by  thlH  CompuDj ; 
Kitd  upon  (hii  appearance  of  21  peittone  on  the  said  lands,  ba- 
ing  proprietocH,  in  order  for  settling,  they  shall  have  liberty  of 
taking  up  one  of  (liu  uaiit  lownHhips  for  them,  with  their  as- 
sociateB,  to  the  number  of  40  proprietore,  to  settle,  and  so  on. 
until  the  Kuid  Eight  townships  am  taken  up  and  settled,  and 
that  the  time  limited  for  tht>  said  Kight  townships,  is  until  the 
10<»  day  of  Sep.  next,  and  tliat  said  proprietors  of  said  town- 
ships may  appear  nnd  settle  hy  their  sons,  or  others  well  re- 
comiiiimded,  and  thuC  If  there  shall  apiiearproprielom  in  order 
for  settling  at  one  tiiite,  sufficient  for  two  or  more  towushipa 
that  in  such  Case,  they  shall  draw  lots  for  their  pltehas  of  Said 
townships,  and  that  the  coi<t  of  laying  out  said  Bight  towushipSi 
shall  be  at  the  Cost  of  the  Company,  and  that  the  terms  and 
Condition!<of  the  settlers  holding  said  Eight  towns,  ha  the  same 
asretttructed  tothose  to  wliom  thetwo  tirst  towns  were  granted, 
as  to  the  holding  and  chtiming  the  seniu. 

Voted,  tluit  Timothy  Wooilbrldge  Ewq  shall  have  and  reoelve 
of  the  Company's  Money  ttiu  sum  of  £'J0.  per  month,  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  six  monthe  from  the  time  of  his  setting  out  on. 
said  affair  1  ho  to  provide  for  himself,  the  other,  vU; 

Mr.  Mosely  and  Randall,  to  be  paid  a  reasonable  Bum  for 
their  services : 

Voted,  that  Timothy  WoodbHdge  Esq,  John  Smith  Esq,  In- 
crease Mosely  Eaq.  .Tohn  Randall  Rsq  and  Mr.  John  Jenkins, 
be  a  Committee  to  oversee,  determine  and  regulate,  the  tnan* 
ner  and  conduct  of  settling  the  two  flrst,  and  eight  last  towns 
vote.l  to  he  settled,  as  also  with  respect  to  settling,  treating 
witn,  and  Accimniodating  any,  and  all  matters  with  the  Id- 
<lianH,  relatiiiK  to  the  purchase  and  settling  the  Susq* 
lands— the  said  Timothy  Woodbndge  Esq  to  be  Chief  or  Presi- 
dent of  said  Couimittee,  in  regulating  the  matter  aforeeald. 

Voted, thattheCommltteeappolnted to  treat  with,  and  Settle 
and  accommodate  matters  with  thf>  Indians,  respecting  the 
Busq^  purchase,  to  the  General  Comnilttee  for  suoh  sums  of 
money,  an  shall  by  said  Oen'  Committee  be  thought  necessary 
for  Carrying  on  sal<i  deKlgnii. 

Voted,  that  the  (Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  case  of 
the  Susq"  purchase,  do  immediulely  finish  the  preparation,  and 
deliver  the  same  to  Col.  EtJpliulet  Dyer,  our  agent,  lor  him 
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immediately  to  proceed  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  aceord- 
iag  to  the  former  vote  of  this  Company. 

Voted,  that  somo  proper  well  disposed  parson,  or  persons,  be 
procured  by  thos3  persons  who  shall  undertake  to  settle  on  the 
Busq^  lands,  according  to  the  abovu  vote,  in  order  to  be  as  a 
head  or  teacher,  to  Carry  on  religious  instructions,  and  Wor- 
ship, among  the  settlera,  to  wit,  of  such  denomination  as  by 
any  particular  number  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  to  bj  at  the 
Expense  of  those  parsons  of  such  denomination,  as  such  persons 
8o  procured  shall  be,  until  nome  further  regulation  Can  be  had. 

Vot^d,  that  there  shall  be  advanced  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
this  Company,  the  sam  of  £30.  lawful  money,  to  be  laid  out  in 
opjningf  and  Clearing  a  road  to  the  Susq*^  lands,  to  b3  improved 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  taking  care 
of,  and  overseeing  the  settlement. 

The  committee  report  that  as  a  recompense  to  Col.  Dyer  for 
his  loss  of  time  and  business  &c,  in  his  former  appointment, 
he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £80.,  and  as  to  his  Salary  as  agent 
&c.,  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £150  per  year,  with  his  Ex- 
penses as  formerly  voted,  with  this  addition,  that  the  same 
now  Commence  from  the  time  of  his  acceptance,  and  that  he 
also  l)e  further  allowed  for  all  necessary  Extraordinary  cloth- 
ini;,  and  apparatus,  for  his  proper  appearance  as  agent  of  this 
Company —The  foregoing  report  of  the  Committee  was  passed 
in  the  afflrmative—Teste  S.  Gray,  clerk. 

April  9,  17d3.  Col.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  informing  me  that  he  ac- 
cepte^l  of  the  trust  as  agent  for  this  Company,  determined  to 
pursue  the  business  with  all  Convenient  speed. 

Teste  S.  Gray,  Clerk. 

Proprietors  taken  in  by  Mr.  Zachariah  Clark,  viz : 

l^illiam  Noys  of  Groton 1  right, 

David  Summers  of  Stratford 1      «* 

Benj.  Seley 1      «• 

Johnathan  Weeks  1  right  j 

all  of  New  Fairfield 

Aaron  Prandle  1      '*     J 

Ephraim  Seley  1  right  1 

Timothy  Soul  1     "       [  all  of  Dutchess  County 

Samuel  Carter  1    <'       | 

Peter  Mallet .1  rightl  ^,  g,^„^^^ 

Joseph  Bostick     J      **     ) 

Elijah  Sill 1  right 

Ebenezer  Seley 1 

Bold  to  Gid.  Draper  &  cert,  given 
4- Vol.  XVIII. 


Blihu  Marsh  Junr  1      ''     I 

Abel  Seley  1      *'     ^ 


It 
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Dan' Baldwin  of  Sharon ;  .  ,  .  )  bb^re 

Abijah  Hideof  Dartw i      " 

aa  pet*  return  on  fil«. 

Puranant  to  «  vote  of  th»  Sosq'  Company,  Not.  18, 1789— 

1  havA  diHpoaed  oT  9  riglite  in  the  Bu»q*  lands  to  the  following 
persons,  viz: 

-Tohn  Allen  of  Windham 1  right 

Elihu  Burnham,  Farminfcton     1 

Seth  Maishall 1      •• 

Benj.  Hiiiigeriord 1      " 

Wmi.  Jerron     1      *• 

Eiias  Rolierta I      " 

tt^Jacob  Hungerford      ^     " 

Jesse  Gallard ^  right 

Zeroliabel  Jerouie )      " 

Oliver  Tiittle i      " 

Zabex  Roberts     i      '• 

ThoBdoiiper J     " 

Je«6e  Churcliill }      " 

Timothy  JerroHi  Junr ■ }      •* 

All  of  Parinington. 

WtKDHAH,  Apr.  7,  17*8. 
Johnathan  Root.  Committee. 

Proprietors  taken  by  Mr.  Isaac  Tracy  Esq. 

Capt.  John  Bodd  1  right)  ^o^^  „,  Southold. 
Benj.  Biidd  1      •'    ) 

James  Brown  of  Providence       i  right 
Sam'  Curew  of  Greenwich  J    " 

Nathan'  Green  of  Warwick       j    " 
Sam'  Landon  Esq  i    "        ^ 

EKraT.°  Hoinmidieu  Esq  j     "  „    ,„     ^^  , , 

.Thomas  Younff  Enqr  i     ■'  *"  «' Soathol.t 

John  Overton  Ksq  i     "        J    ■ 

Uamphrey  Avery  Esq  of  Norwich  fright. 

Deo  1,  ITiJa    C«rtifled  by  Isaac  Tracy  one  of  the  Comm"». 

An  account  of  the  names  of  persons  taken  in  as  proprietors 
In  the  Susq*  land  purcha^ie,  by  E^ra  Dean  of  East  Ureenwiah 
17fi!J  viz.  ; 

8am' Pierco  of  Warwick ^  share 

Sum' Gordon  "  i     "      right 

Al>rahaipi  <'hase     *'  J     "         " 

Morgan  Oarvjn       "  J     "  " 

Jedediali  Harris  of  Cranston ^ 


CLAIMING  LANDS  IN  WYOMING.  51 

James  Arnold  of  Warwick 1  whole  right 

I^icholas  Hragg  ♦*  1       " 

Job  Green  "  1      *• 

Benj.  Green } 

Davici  Green \ 

Jabez  Green    .4 ^ 

Stephen  Hazard  of  South  Kingston,  1  whole  share.      ^ 
Paul  Green  North  *'         i  |^| 

Jofihua  Green  '•  **        i  ^g^ 

John  Green  *'  '•        |  =g| 

David  Baldwin,  Coventry  i  « 

Windham  Feb.  19,  1768— Ezra  Dean  as  per  return  on  fila 

Nov.  16,  1763. 

Sibia  Avery  of  Groton      1  whole  share 

William  Gallop       '•  1       •' 

Palmer  Avery         *♦  ...  1      '•  '* 

Admitted  by  Mr.  Isaac  Tracy— as  per  his  return  on  file. 


Hartford.  May  18,  At  a  meeting;  of  the  Susq*  Company  lei^al I y 
i'«-       '  warned  and  held  at  Hartford  May  18,  1763. 

Whereas,  Notwithstanding  the  utmost  fairness  and  Justness 
attendinf(Our  late  purchase  of  the  Susq*^  lands,  we  became  soon 
acquainted,  not  only  with  Mr.  Penn*s  Claim  and  endeavours 
to  create  uneasiness,  among  the  Indians  which  we  have  no  rea- 
son to  apprehend,  but  with  his  being  about  to  make  a  prior 
Entry  thereon,  having  as  we  suppose  reasonable  assurance  of 
Said  Indians  acquiescence,  Some  time  since  voted  and  agreed 
to  make  seasonable  an<i  speedy  Entry  thereon  ;  and  also  to  lay 

Said  affair  before  his  Majesty  for  final  settle- 
ment  and  decision ;  and  wher«as  whether  by 
representations  mistaken  or  unfriendly.  May  be  entertained, 
his  Majesty  has  been  induced  of  his  royal  pleasure  to  inhibit  all 
entries  on  said  lands  by  any  party,  or  person  soever,  till  due 
enquiry,  made  into  the  state  of  said  matter,  and  proper  precau- 
tions taken  to  prevent  fresh  troubles  among  the  natives,  of 
which  being  duly  noticed  by  his  honor,  the  Governor. 

We  do  thereupon,  as  well  in  testimony  of  our  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements of  such  his  Majestys  paternal  Care,  as  of  our 
ready  submission  and  acquiesence  therein ;  unanimously  agree 
rortiierSettiemeata  and  vote,  that  no  person  or  persons  whatever 
forbidden.  belonging  to  this  Coiiip^,  shall  enter  upon  or 

make  any  settlement,  on  any  of  those  lands  until  the  state  of 
the  case  shall  be  laid  before  the  King,  and  his  Majesty's  pleas- 
ore  be  further  known  therein. 
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HLDdbKn.  Jwy  16.  At  a  ineoting  of  the  Saaq'  Comp'  legally 
"•^-  warned  aad  beld  at  Windham  Jany  Ibe  IV^  1763. 

Jedediah  BIderkiii  Bm),  Moderator.  Saui'tiray,  olark. 

Wlieretui  Col.  Eliplialdt  Uyer,  late  a«;t>nt  for  thin  (kuupany, 
having  returned  and  iitarle  report  of  Ibe  State  of  their  Cause, 
and  ni  hia  pref^trring  a  petition  in  iiehitlf  of  this,  as  also  of  the 
Delaware  Coiupanies,  liefor^  his  Majesty  in  Council,  with  re- 
8p-ct  to  Certain  land  purcltawJ  0:1  the  River  Susq*  and  Dela- 
ware ;  the  loaitui-  of  whiuh  petition  U  xtiii  depending,  and  an- 
deteriuined,  and  tltere  being  no  parson  in  Great  Britain  duly 
authorizoil  tu  appear  in  lielialf  of  thia  Company  in  the  Hatter 
aforesaid;  Whereupon  it  in  Voted,  that  John  (tardiner.of  Inner 
Temple  London  -be,  and  ia  hereby  appointed  Agent  for  said 
Compaay,  for  them.  an<l  on  their  behalf,  to  appear  t>efore  any 
of  tlie  .Courta.  hoards,  or  persona  of  Qreat  Dritain,  before 
whom  Maid  petition,  and  the  mattera  thereof  may  bo  depend- 
ing; and  in  any,  andliyall  proper  waya^  ineaiui,  to  prosocate 
(he  Hime;  tind  the  Committee  of  s&id  Cump^  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed and  desired  to  prepare  and  Send  forward  to  the  said 
Ur.  (iardner,  propai' letters  &c.  authorizing  him  accordingly ; 
atrl  that  thuBuid  Committee  hasten  the  Collection  of  the  tnon«r 
due  the  said  Company,  tor  to  defray  the  Expenaea  of  Carrying 
said  Cause  in  Great  Britain. 

At  a  mnetinR-  of  the  Suaq*  Com'',  legally  warned,  and 
held  at  Wlndiiam,  in  the  County  of  Windham,  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, in  New  England,  for  to  hear  the  report  of  tho  Hon' 
Eiipholet  Dyer  Esq,  who  was  by  said  Compr  duly  appointed 
the  Agent,  and  aent  to  tireat  Britain  In  thu  name  and  behalf 
of  aatd  Compf,  to  lay  the  matter  of,  and  relative  to  their  par- 
otiose  before  hia  Majesty,  and  aalc  in  favor  in,  ond  grant  thereof 
to  said  Company,  and  aaid  agent  liavlny  been  according  to 
hia  appointment,  and  returned,  and  at  thia  meeting  having 
given  an  account  of  lii^  conduct  and  |>roceedings  therein,  with 
propsr  teatimonlalH  of  hia  transact iona  and  management 
thereof,  the  aaid  Comp'  having  heard  hia  report,  and  taken 
into  Consideration  the  great  Care,  labor  and  industry  of  their 
aaid  Agent  In  Said  Weighty  Cases,  with  his  Ciiv;utnBpeot  in- 
dustry in  every  step,  to  net  for  the  best  Interest  of  said  Com- 
pany, and  at  thu  same  time  in  every  inov<*ment  in  said  Case, 
wls^^ly  to  Consider  that  nothing  sliould  have  l>eendone,  that 
should  havo  any  tendency  by  any  means  whatever,  to  injure  In 
the  leaat,  or  Expose  the  Colony  to  which,  .ind  the  most  of  said 
Company  did  belong;  do  now  return  to  their  said  o^'^nt  their 
thanks,  considering  tlwir  Cauao  nt  prt-aent  na  laying  before, 
and  waitingthe  determination  of  tho  Lorda  of  Trade  and  Plan- 
tationa  £c. 
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That  the  interest  and  connection  our  agent  hath  in  England, 
will  1)3  of  great  use  and  benefit  to  said  Company  in  further 
profieoacing  said  Cases,  AVe  would  ask  said  agent  in  our  behalf, 
to  correspond  with  any,  or  all  those  worthy  gentlemen  who  are 
engaged  in  our  interest,  as  he  should  see  fit. 

Voted,  to  culjourn  this  meeting  to  the  24^  day  of  April  next 
at  this  place,  at  0  oclock  in  the  morning. 


At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Company  held  at 
Windham,  April  24,  1765. 

Major  Jedediah  £lderkin  Moderator,     S.  Gray,  clerk. 

Voted,  that  whereas  thero  arj  divers  persons  who  have  been 
employed  by  this  i/om^,  in  order  to  admit  proprietors  at  certain 
suras  from  time  to  time,  by  said  Conip^  limited  and  sundry 
perfions  have  been  admitted  at  such  sums  by  said  Comp^  lim- 
ited an  aforesaid ;  but  many  of  those  who  have  been  employed 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  have  never  rendered  any  account  of 
their  proceedings,  either  to  the  said  Comp^  or  any  Committee 
for  thatpurposo  appointed  ;  and  as  the  respective  sums  due  to 
the  sal.l  Comj)-',  are  very  much  wanted,  and  very  speedily,  in 
order  to  transmit  to  Great  Britain,  to  defray  tho  charges  and 
expenses  that  must  necessfirily  arise  in  tho  further  prosecution 
of  tho  Claim  of  said  Comp^  thero,  and  all  means  for  settlement 
have  been  a3  yet  ineffectual,  this  Comp^  being  desirous  of  bring- 
ing thoso  affairs  to  as  speedy  a  close  as  possible,  have  appointed 
and  do  hereby  apx)oint 

S.  (»ray  Esq  of  Windham,  to  repair  to  the  several  and  re- 
spective pensons  employed  by  said  Company  to  admit  proprie- 
tor's that  have  not  as  yet  settled  and  paid  in  tho  several  uums 
by  them  received,  to  tho  use  of  said  Conip',  and  with  such 
persons  to  settle  tho  respective  accounts,  and  of  such  persons 
to  receive  the  respective  sums  from  them  duo  to  the  uaid 
Comp',  or  good  security  therefor,  soon  to  be  paid,  and  a^J  soon 
OS  May  l>e,  renderan  account  of  his  doings  therein  to  tho  stand- 
ing Committee  of  this  Company. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  shall  give  order  on  tho  Treas- 
urer of  this  Company,  to  pay  Peter  Harris  of  Plainfield  thw 
sum  of  £15. 1.4,  in  (/onsideration  of  what  Benj.  Coit  of  Prescott 
received  from  him  on  account  of  Simeon  Draper— Order  given. 

Voted,  John  Ryder  be,  and  he  is  hereby  admitted  a  pro- 
prietor of  one  whole  right  in  the  Susq*  {jurchose.  in  considera- 
tion of   his  delivering  his  horso  &c  to in  satisfaction   for 

tho  horso  that  one  Bennet  took  from  him.  Voted,  to  adjourn 
this  meeting  to  May  10"»  next,  to  meet  at  Hartford  at  10  of 
the  clock. 
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Hintord.  MbtIO.       ^^  *  ineRting  of  tlie  Busq"  Co  in  pf  held  by 
''1^'       '  '  ailJoummeDt  at  Hartford  May  16^  1705. 

tiliphalet  Dyer  Euq.  Moderator.  8.  Qray,  Clerk. 

Wliuniae,  it  uppeurti  by  th«  settlement  mads  by  tjatn'  Gray 
with  sundry  of  the  gentlemen  emploved  in  selling  rigbta  for 
tlie  Company,  tliut  there  is  inorti  than  £0OU  lawful  money,  dae 
by  good  security  to  this  Comp',  and  whereas  £300  lawfal 
money  is  now  wanted  for  to  runilt  to  Great  Britain,  in  order 
to  forward  the  Cause  of  said  Coiiiiiany. 

It  is  now  voted,  that  Benj.  Giles  of  Groton,  or  any  other  pro- 
prietor or  proprietors,  shall  raise  and  fui-nlsh  the  Committae 
of  said  Comp',  with  said  eiini  of  £SW)  or  part  thereof,  to  be 
forwarded  to  our  agent  John  Gardiner  Esq,  to  be  Improved  in 
forwarding  said  (^ause;  lie,  or  they.  Hhall  be  refunded  such 
sums,  or  such  parts  of  it,  as  tliey  shall  mlse  out  of  the  at>ove 
said  monies, with  interest,  and  full  allowance  for  Extraordinarr 
trouble,  as  soon  as  the  money  can  be  oolleo(ed. 

TdHle  Saiu'  Gray.'olnrk. 
The  following  persons  were  admitted  proprieturs  by  John 
Gardiner  Esq,  our  agent  in  l^oudon  : 
Pioprioto™.  Bnu-   Sir  Herbert  Lloyd,  Baronet 
'■'^'  Howell  U  Wynne  of  <!)artli  E^q,  to  the  County  of 

Brecon.  ' 

Mr.  John  Augustine  T.eavy,  Atty.  at  Law 
Henry  Williams  of  Grickoweil  Esq,  in  the  County  of  Brecon 
John  Symmonsof  Lanstonan.in  tliu  County  of  Pembrook,  Baq 
George  Winslield  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Eiaq 
Morriel  Morgan  Eeq^  Mr.  William  Powell,  Atty  at  Law. 
As  per  Mr.  Gardiner's  letter,  dated  June  4,  I76lt. 

Teste  a  Gray,  clerk. 
Olastonbary  July  ST,  1767. 
To  Bam'  Gray  clerk  of  the  Susq*  Com[iany : 
Sir,  1  have  odmittifd  the  following  persons,  Viii : 
Chas.  Holllst«r  1  whole  share— j  of  this  to  Tiinnlliy  Holllster 
John  Hollister  i  si lare— released  liack  to  the  Company 
Gideon  Holliste'r    i  •'    Sold  to  Timothy  HolHstor 
Nuth' HolliKter       i  "    Sold  to  Zaoh*  Newcomb and  Cert, given 
Franciu  Hollister  i"    released  back  to  the  Company 
pfr  t:ieaier  Talcott,  Committee. 

Reconlod  by  8.  Gray,  Clerk. 
Rights  nold  by  Isaac  Tripp  17C7: 
James  Neabit  1  right  Iitaao  Davis  h  right 

Abram  Benrain  J^  " 

Ifntered  here  July  17,  1767  Teste  Samuel  Gray,  Clerk. 
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wnMiiiain,  Sep.  17.  At  a  meeting;  of  the  8usq»  Coiiii>'  legaXlj 
***"•  warned  and  held  at  Windham  Sept.  17,  1767. 

.John  Smith  Moderator,     S.  Gray,  Olerli. 

This  meeting  was  adjourned  till  the  2*^  Wednesday  In  No- 
vember, to  meet  at  this  place    S.  Gray,  Clerk. 


Not       1767  ^^  *  meeting  of  the  Susq^  Comp^,  held  at 

Windham  by  adjournment  Nov  11,  1767. 

John  Smith  Esq  Moderator —  S.  Gray,  Clerk. 

WhereaF,  this  CompJ^  has  received  intelligence  from  Great 
Britain,  that  their  agent  has  some  time  since  removed  from 
London,  by  means  of  which  the  prosecution  of  their  petition 
has  been  delayed,  but  that  there  seems  a  favorable  opportu- 
nity to  prosecute  the  same,  and  nothing  dlscoaraging  as  tosuc- 
ess,  if  an  agent  was  there  present  to  prosecute  the  affair,  there- 
upon. Resolved,  that  it  is  necessary  to  liave  an  agent  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary,  over  and  above 
the  Company's  money  that  has  or  may  be  collected,  to  raise  at 
least  one  dollar,  or  one  dollar  and  a  half  upon  a  right,  to  prose- 
cute said  affair;  and  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  till  the 
6^^  day  of  January  next  at  Windham,  and  that  public  notice 
l>e  given  thereof,  by  the  clerk  of  this  Comp-%  in  all  the  public 
newspapers,  that  said  Comp^  meet  at  that  time  by  themselves 
or  constituents,  prepared  to  Consider  of,  and  Comply  with  said 
resolve ;  and  the  Delaware  Comp^^  are  also  desired  to  meet  at 
time  and  place  above  said.     Voted. 

Voted,  that  Eliphalet  Dyer  be  desired  to  write  immediately 
to  Sir  Sam'  Johnson  Esq  now  in  London,  to  prosecute  the 
same. 

Voted,  that  Joseph  Galloway  Esq,  and  Mr.  Pelatiah  Web- 
ster of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  be,  each  of  them  Entitled 
to  one  whole  share  or  right  in  the  Susq*  CompJ""  purchase,  in 
testimony  of  the  grateful  sense  this  Oomp^  have  for  their  kind 
servicas  for  said  CompJ^. 

Voted,  toadjournthis  meeting  to  the  6''*  day  of  January  next, 
at  this  place.  Teste  S.  Gray,  clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the    Susq'  Comp^  held   by 
"*'       '   '  adjournment  Jan^  6*'»  1768,  in  Windham. 

John  Smith  Esq,  Moderator.  S.  Gray,  Clerk. 

Voted,  to  raise  one  dollar  and  a  half  on  each  right  In  8nsq* 
purchase  to  be  improved  in  x>Posecuting  the  cause  in  England 
to  be  paid  by  the  1'^  Wednesday  In  April  next 
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Voted  tliat  Eli/^r  Talcott  P,iq  of  Glastonbury 

Dan'  Lyman  Eaq  of  New  Havea, 

Q^'Josiah  Lyndall. of  Newport 

John  .lunklnii  of  Colchester, 

Job  Raiiila.ll  of  tjcitualt;, 

Cai>.  Jon'  Pettibone  of  Bymreabury, 

Uenj.  Ullesof  Groton*, 

Benj.  Kiiiyon  of  Dutcheaa  Co., 

Benj.  Tale  of  Faimington, 

Increase  Hoaely  of  Woodbury, 

Benj.  Steavens  of  Canaan 

Joaepli  Eaton  of  Plain  field 

Ezra  Dean  of  E^t  Oreenwiob 

Rob,  Dison  of  Volnntown 

Capt.  Jan.  Bird  of  Salisbury 

iKftao  Tracy  of  Norwich 

Hioh.  Goldsmith  of  Bethlehem 

\Vm.  Buck  of  Armenia  precinct 

Blihu  Marsh  of  New  Fairfield 

be  a  committee  to  receive  of  (he  proprietors,  the  afore- 
enid  one  (ind  a  half  dollars,  nnd  give  receipts  therefor,  and  the 
monies  BO  collected,  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Sam'  Gray  for 
the  use  of  tiaiil  flompJ— and  if  any  proprietor  or  proprietors  ahull 
neglect  and  refuse  to  pay  tlm  aforesaid  one  and  a  half  dollars, 
such  proprietor  or  proprietors,  must  Eipect  to  fall  of  their 
rights. 

Whereas,  this  Compi  being  fully  Informed,  that  John  Gard- 
iner Esq,  of  Jjondon,  our  late  agent,  lias  left  London  for  soma 
time  past,  and  not  like  to  return,  and  that  there  ia  now  no  per- 
son in  England  to  prosecute  our  petition  before  his  Majesty, 
and  the  Several  Boards  to  which  it  stands  referred  ;  It  is  there- 
fore voted,  that  the  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer  Esq,  of  Windham, 
be,  and  is  hereby  appointed  ugent  for  the  Compf ;  with  Con- 
venient, speed  to  re[>air  to  England,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
thisCorapi  to  appear  before  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty, 
and  the  several  Hoards  in  which  thu  Cuuse  of  thin  Comp*  may 
be  referred  ;  anil  to  be  heard,  and  also  with  such  further  power 
and  authorities  to  Up.  signed  by  the  Committeo  of  thla  Coroii'. 
in  order  to  obtain  bin  Majesty's  confirmation  of  our  said  pur- 
ch;ise,  and  formation,  into  a  distinct  Colony  for  the  purpose  of 
Civil  Government. 

Pivs.sed  in  the  affirmative. 

Voted,  that  there  Khali  bn  one  nml  one  half  fdollara  raised 
on  each  right  in  tlio  Susq"  purchase,  to  bo  (!ollecled  by  Mr. 
Jeremiah  Clements  of  Norwich,  Attorney  to  Col.  John  H. 
I^edius  for  the  use  of  said  J^edius,  to^tards  the  Lxilance  uf  said 
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lieddius'  accounts  against  this  Comp',  tlujir  tigents  or  Coni- 
mittee,  as  iilso  a  gratuity  for  his  services  in  making  said  pur- 
chase for  s<*  CompJ". 

Voted,  to  adjourn  this  meeting  till  the  first  Wednesday  in 
April  next.  Teste  Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  held  by  adjournment  in 
Windham  April  0.  1768. 

Jolin  Smith  Esq,  Moderator.  Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 

Met.  and  adjourned  till  April  the  7"*  at  9  o'clock. 

Opened  according  to  adjournment,  April  7,  1708. 

Voted*  that  Sam*  .Tohnson  Esq,  now  in  England,  bo  appointed 
an  agent  for  thi-j  Com [>r,  in  order  to  i^rosecutc  their  petition 
before  the  King  ^  Council,  and  beforo  any  other  board  before 
which  the  same  may  be,  to  a  final  Conclusion  ;  o:i  condition  the 
said  Johnson  should  remain  in  England,  and  tho  Genr'  Assem- 
bly consent  to  his  undertaking^  said  Affair;  and  that  Muj.  El- 
derkin  be  appointed  to  make  application  to  tho  Gen.  Assembly 
for  that  purpose,  and  if  tho  said  Gen.  Asscnibly  should  thus 
consent,  that  the  standing  (committee  bo  directed  to  empower 
him,  the  said  Johnson  accordingly;  on  failure-  that  tho  naid 
Committee  be  directed  to  empower  Eliplialet  Dyer  Esq  here- 
tofore appointed,  and  forward  him  as  soon  as  iK>ssiblo  to  Great 
Britain  for  that  pur[)ose,  and  that  the  Committee  already  ap- 
pointed to  collect  in  the  monies  voted  to  bj  raistid,  bodirectiid 
to  proceed  in  collecting  &  pii yhig  in  the  same  to  S.  Gray  Esq, — 
according  to  said  vote— not  to  Exceed  the  8"'  day  of  June  next, 
and  that  if  then  the  said  Dyer  should  signify  his  refusal  to  un- 
dertake as  agent  for  said  (^omp^,  that  an  agent  be  forthwith 
appointed  to  proceed  to  Great  Britain  to  prosecute  said  affair, 
and  that  the  monies  collected,  shall  be  actually  improved  & 
applied  for  that  i>urpose. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  Collect  tho  taxes 
voted  Jany  C*",  also  collect  tho  tax  of  ono  half  a  dollar  voted  in 
favor  of  Col.  Ledius,  and  also,  that  of  two  dollars,  and  ono  dol- 
lar, formerly  granted,  which  has  not  alretidy  been  paid,  and 
the  same  return  and  pay  according  to  the  voto  of  this  Comji^ ; 
and  that  Jere.  Clement  of  Norwich,  Ca{)t.  Thomas  Fish  of 
Grot  on,  Chas.  Hurris  of  JScituato  Esq,  Moses  Warren  of  Ijvme, 
David  Bull  of  Hartford  and  Josiali  Starr  of  Danbury,  be  added 
to  the  Committee  for  collecting  Siiid  lax<»s. 

Voted,  that  the  remaiuinjj  rights  of  .£lo  each,  still  unsold, 
and  remaining  in  the  hands  c>f  the  Commit  tee,  to  I)e  ?old,  and 
the  monies  rec^and  paid  in  ut  th(^  next  adjourned  meeting,  but 
not  to  be  sold  afterwards.  This  meeting  ij  adjourned  to  the 
8^  day  of  June  next,  at  this  place. 
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Hartford  S'o  June,  17fl& 

John  Sniftli  Moderator,  Bain'  Qray,  clerk. 

Voted,  tliut  U  uny  proprietor  aliall  pay  In  the  tax  of  9  and  S 
on  a  right  formerly  granted  l>y  the  a*  Tuewlay  of  Sept.  next, 
tlmre  ahnll  he  no  udvantnRO  lalien  of  thetr  delay,  and  that  the 
Committee  fonnerJy  app;)inteil  continue  to  collect  the  eaid 
taxes  and  that  tlie  stundint;  Committee  be  directed  upon  any 
intelligence  oi*  advice  of  importance  from  England,  or  Else- 
where, relative  to  the  afPuirs  of  this  Jomp^,  that  they  forth- 
with warn  a  meeting  of  tliie  Couip'  to  consider  the  same. 

This  meeting  is  dissolved. 

April  24,  175)  Kec"  of  Joseph  Pease  0  dollars  In  full  for  1  right 
in  tile  BuHq"  purchase,  and  4}  dollars  of  Mr.  Eunice  Ely,  liy  the 
hands  of  eaid  Pease,  in  full  for  ^  right  per  Phineas  Lyman. 

Recorded  Dec.  ^,  1768,  i>er  Bben  Gray.  Junr, 

New  Haven— Nov  3, 1713  Tiioiuas  Yale  p<1.  £8  lawful  monesr — 
Tbos.  Yule  Aligns  to  Ben j.  Hungerford  of  Fannlnf^on. 

Here  follfiw  some  notes  of  transfer  of  riglits.  and  there  a 
Hiatus  of  on  pag<-a 

The  oonsecuilve  minutes  are  made  up  from  other  souroea 


At  n  meeting;  of  the  Snsq*  Comp'  duly  warned  and  Convened 
at  Hartford  on  the  SSth  day  of  Deceuih^r  1708. 

John  Smith  Bs=q,  Moderator.  Bbenezer  Gray,  olerk. 

O^Voted,  that  Mr.  Joseph  Jacobs  of  Philadelphia,  be  entitled 
to  one  whole  share  in  the  Snsq*  purchase,  as  a  gratuity  for 
Ilia  good  services  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  this  Com- 
pany. 

Whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  Snsq*  Ooiniif,  held  at  Hartford 
on  the  18"'  day  of  May  I7G3,  cuid  Company  were  advise:!  that  his 
Majesty  in  hi:^  royal  pleasure,  had  been  pleiised  to  inhibit  all 
entries  and  petllements  upon  lands  claimed  by  said  ConipJ 
purchased  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indian!!,  lying  on  the  river 
Bnsrjuehanna,  until  the  state  of  the  case  shoidd  be  laid  before 
his  Majesty,  and  such  precautions  taken,  as  might  obviate  any 
fresh  tronblcs  with  the  Indianx ; 

And  Wl I e reus,  said  Com p^  at  said  meeting,  in  pursuance  of 
his  Majesty's  or.ler.  did  then  vote  that  no  person  or  persons 
belonging  to  said  Com|iany,  shnll  enter  U]>on,  or  make  uny  set- 
tlement on  those  landHnccordingty,and  Whereas  since  that  time 
the  Htate  of  their  Cause  reiipecting  those  lands  has  been  laid 
beforohisMnji'sty  in  Council,  and  in  pursuaucetoliis Majesty's 
orders  such  precautions  have  been  taken  in  settling  the  line 
with  (ho  Indians,  and  in  imying  and  satisfying  them  tor  all 
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lands  lying  east  of  said  line,  settled  as  aforesaid,  as  fully  to  oh« 
viate  any  fresh  troubles  with  the  Indians,  on  account  of  any 
claiiu  or  settlement  of  the  English  within  the  time  aforesaid— 
New  measuro  to  cf-      Whereupon,  it  is  now  voted  by  said  company, 
fectaottiomentB.       to  proceed  and  Settle  said  land,  lying  on,  and 
adjacent  to  said  Susq"  river,  purchased  from  the  Indians  by 
said  Gompi',  lying  within  the  line  settled  with  the  Indians  as 
aforesaid,  at  the  late  Congress  at  Fort  Stanwlx ;  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be.  And  that  40  personn,  upwards  of  the  age  of 
21  years  proprietoi*s  in  said  purchase,  and  approved   by  the 
Committee    hereafter     nominated   and    appointed,    proceed 
to  enter  upon,  and  take  possession  of  said  land,  for,  and  in  be- 
half of  said  Compy  by  the  !•*  day  of  Feb.  next— and  that  £00 
more  of  said  Comp^  of  the  age  aforesaid  and  approved  as  afore- 
said, proceed  and  join  Bai<l  40,  on  the  lands  aforesaid  as  early 
in  the  spring  as  may  be,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  not  later 
than  the  first  day  of  May  next;  and  that   in  order  to  encour- 
age the  said  40  persons  to  proceed  take  possession  and  settle 
the  lands  aforesaid  for  and  in  >)ehalf  of  said  Com^i^,  that  there 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  a  Committee  appointed  and  here- 
after named,  to,  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  party,  the  sum  of 
£200— to  be  laid  out  by  said  Committee   in  providing   proper 
materials,  sustenance  &  provision,  for  said  40— as  the  discretion 
of  said  Committee  shall  be  thought  proi>er  and  needful,  and 
for  the  further  encouragement  of  said  forty,  as  also  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  said  200,  who  may  join  them  in  the  spring 
accord  in.?  to  the  f  Oregon  g  votes. 

6  Townships  of  land       ^^  ^^^  further  Considered  and  Voted,  to  lay 
toboiaiuout.  out  5    townships  of  land  within  the  purchase 

of  said  Comp',.and  within  the  line  settled  with  the  Indians 
aforesaid,  of  5  miles  square  each,  three  on  one  side  of  the  river, 
and  two  of  them  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  adjoining 
and  opposite  to  each  other,  only  the  river  parting;  at  such 
place  and  on  said  river  as  they  may  think  proper,  each  of  said 
Townships  to  be  five  miles  on  the  river,  and  extend  an  equal 
width  back  five  miles,  to  ba,  and  belong  to  the  said  forty  and 
the  said  two  hundred  persons,  over  and  above  the  respective 
shareGand  proportion  in  the  remainder  of  the  general  purchase, 
in  manner  following,  namely— That  the  first  forty  have  their 
first  choice  of  one  of  the  said  five  townships,  whicTi  they  Hhall 
choose  to  be,  and  belong  to  the  said  forty,  and  the  other  four 
to  be,  and  belong  to  the  said  two  hundred,  to  be  divided  out 
to  them  by  fifties  in  a  township  as  they  shall  think  proper.  r«- 
s  lota  reserved  for  Serving  and  appropriating  three  whole  rights 
pQbiio  use.  or  shares  in  oaoh  township,  for  the  public  use  of 

a  gospel  ministry,  and  Schools  in  ca^h  of  said  towns,  and  also 
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n'Survingfor  the  ae«  of  Buid  Coiiipi  und  for  their  after  djepoeal, 
all  IwdH  uf  mine  ore,  and  cuat,  that  may  he  withiu  Mtid  Town- 
shipH,  tilt)  afurKsaid  townships  to  he  held  liy  the  said  forty,  and 
theaaid  two  hundred,  on  conuiderationof  their  entering  apon, 
and  taking  i>o*ie8sion  actording  to  the  above  vote ;  and  also 
of  their  continuing  thereon,  holding  and  iinproving  the  same 
by  Iheniselves,  heire.  or  oHuigns,  under  said  Coiu|iAny,  for  the 
Hpacc  of  llva  yeant  after  their  entry  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  they 
■hall  not  BO  didorderly  conduct  anil  behave  thuniHelvefl.asahaH 
by  the  Committee  lie  judned  incontiiBtent  witli  tho  good  and 
inleivHt  of  said  Couipi,  and  that  they  hold  not  the  same  or 
any  port  of  suid  purchase,  nnder  pretence  oi  any  other  Clum 
but  of  said  CumiMtny ;  and  if  the  flnit  numlwrapprovndby  said 
Committee  ^huU  fall  short  of  forty,  and  if  t hone  approved  to 
join  them  in  the  spring  fall  short  of  300,  nevertheless  those  that 
BO  pruce^  according  to  the  above  vote,  to  be  entitled  to  tbeir 
rMiiretivepartsorBhartfS  in  the  baid  live  townithips  in  fall,  as 
though  the  whole  namlier  were  complete— and  In  ordar  that 
prt>|v^r  persons,  and  as  snch  may  appear  to  >>e  must  sutiaervient 
to  the  benetti  oi  ^aid  Company  may  be  orderly  introdnced  aa 
M-itler«on  wtld  land- 

Voieil  that  aoiuinittee  l>e  appoint^  in  each  Conntyin  this 
LVUiny,  a»al»o  fome  ineft  p,'TV>n  :>r ii»-r»o:ip  in  the  neijthhoriiig 
t.\>i»Tiie!«>.  it>  aduiii  and  approvt^  >i:ch  pt-rsons  who  may  offar 
themj^-K'i's  for  tho  His:  i«it1«r«.  accopjing  to  the  foregoing 
vot<^;  and  that. 

Ot,M.  ^m'  TdliMtt.  Major  £li;ar  TaTcoit ',  for  ihc  County  of 
Jini'  Pc;til*oa.?  anii  Ji^n'  Ro"^:  E-qr         '  Uartfonl 

l>an'  I.yman  E^i.  Mr.  Mich  Baliwin-.  f  r  (b«^  ^oantyof  the 
and  ..''dpi.  Ma^>>k  WarJ  '  Sew  Haven 

S*m  Kly  E«<i,  Mr.    ier^h.-m  Reed-  :.7r  lb*  C'^onty  of 
Ar.i  O.^p:,  Oluiiiah  •iv-'v  ■       S^w  L'xidcn 

llrt>r:ir::usMA:i.  Mr  Nathan  Birif^v-r'  for 'fa«  t'onntyof 
Mr.  li-:;Ui-.T::>  f*a:v  ■  Fairfield 

Jo>-.:»  Sr.:  :h  i  S    vin»y  E*q. '  frr^hv   -:ia^r..,f 
.Vt'.l  Jl-   J,".-,-:  Jrikiv*  ■  ■»"::.  :Li^. 

Ia.>-T-.vis»  M,ij*-.v.  Sa::i  Caat^T.'i  E-i-    ^.r*-.-  Coaniy  oi 
A-.:.i;^:      <;t";--i>  U" -b&iW 

Mr   WiLi  t-u'k  i_i  J.-b-;  Wvij-s  nri_  f  r  =i^  Proxmee  rf  H. 

T\«fr>'«.hy  U'.wi".  Tr>.:^  Es^  :',r  ;h-   -y.'^.^^^^ 


t*a».'  'SVtw.  Jv-*-  SA=.i* : 

.Mi  Mr.  Kn  IVa^ 


Tit?  -f 


-  r_  n^^.  fOfstlj,  and 
*-:a.>-  i<!6  prisons  pro- 
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posed,  an  first  settlers  on  said  land,  in  such  manner  and  propor- 
tion as  they  shall  agree,  so  as  not  to  exceed  the  number  pro- 
posed And  that,  Isaac  Tripp  Itisq,  Mr.  Benjamin 
2SSi"'Sid'd?,55l  Fo)let,  Mr.  John  Jenkins  Mr.  William  Buck 
'*^**'  rtnd  Mr.  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  be  and  they  are 

hereby  appointed  a  Committee,  to  approve,  admit,  oversee, 
superintend.  Manage,  and  order  the  atlairs  and  proceedings  of 
thct  first  forty  settlers;  to  receive  and  order  the  monies 
granted  to  their  use,  to  lay  out  and  prepare  a  convenient  road 
to  said  dusq*  river ;  for  which  purposa  they  are  to  receive  £50 
to  be  laid  out  in  preparing  a  road  as  aforesaid  for  the  benefit 
of  said  Comp^,  and  to  account  with  the  standing  committee  of 
said  Oomp*  therefore,  and  upon  any  or  either  of  the  said  Jafit 
mentioned  committee  failing  to  attend  said  trust  to  which  they 
are  appointed,  the  place,  or  places  of  such  to  bu  supplied  by 
such  other  person,  or  persons,  as  shall  be  chosen  by  the  major 
part  of  the  said  forty  first  settlf^rs;  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
two  hundred,  on  purpose  to  join  the  said  forty  in  the  spring, 
they  may  if  they  s^e  Cause,  together  with  the  said  forty,  by  the 
Major  vote  add  to  the  said  Committee,  so  as  to  make  the  whole 
to  the  number  of  nine,  who  shall  then  be  a  Committee  to  pre- 
serve order  and  regulate  the  affairs  of  said  settlers,  &  others  of 
said  Comp',  who  may  join  them,  until  further  or  otherwise 
ordered  by  said  Comp'' ;  which  said  Committee  by  a  Major  vote 
of  the  settlers  there  present,  duly  Convened,  may  expel  from 
them  any  person  or  persons  among  them  who  shall  so  disorderly 
Conduct  and  behave,  as  shall  by  them  be  judged  inconsistent 
with  the  good  and  interest  of  said  Comp%  and  may  declare  the 
right  of  such  persons  forfeit,  which  shall  so  remain,  unless  the 
said  Comp^  at  any  time  after  meeting,  upon  hearing  the  Cause 
of  Complaint  shall  otherwise  determine. 

To  proTido  a  minis-  Voted,  that  some  proper,  well  disposed  person 
^''  or  i>ersons,  be  procured  by  those  persons  who 

shall  undertake  to  settle  on  the  8usci*  lan<]s  according  to  the 
above  vote,  in  order  to  be  as  a  head,  or  teacher,  to  Carry  on 
religious  instruction  &  Worship  among  the  settlers,  viz— of 
such  denomination  as  any  particular  number  may  be  agrees! 
upon,  and  to  be  at  the  Expense  of  such  denomination,  as  such 
person  so  procured  shall  l^e,  until  some  further  arrangement 
can  bo  made. 

Voted,  that  if  any  Settler,  or  settlers,  on  the  aforesaid  lands, 
in  pursuance  of  the  vote  of  this  Comp^,  shall  be  sued  or  prose- 
cuted in  the  law  by  the  Proprietors  of  Penn",  or  any  under 
them,  on  account  of  such  his  settlement  and  |>ossessions,  that 
on  proper  notice  being  given  to  the  standing  Committee  of  said 
Comp',  that  this  Comp'  will  be  at  the  cost  of  his  or  their  de- 
fence  in  OAld  Bait. 
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Tin  I  111.  »z  forsMr  iB««tin9  thi*  C«^|/  iiar«  api 
•■Alrr  iR-rMiaT  lo  iaak«  «•!?  <rf  mmlry  ri)cbl]^  «bo  have  not 
^^Lic  rciam  o<  (li«ir<J«css*ibet««n.  tl»e-T»f«tlM>v<«r«lodirvet 
«m1  r>e<ixirv  ii>?  K«Di>linc  C«^iKiiie?  •pfMiaied  to  ortfar  Uie 
pra^taiial  s:3air»  of  loir  CuBp'.  aol  tb«T  aie  berfhy  mD' 
pcv.-mi  :u  reqoine  azari  tWrnacrl *n  Aeeooai  c<  all racli  pensMM, 
«f  vbs::  il>*r  bare  ifrjov  tbtrvin.  a^l  tucsoueaar  ca^  or  muds 
<rf  eaioo^j  CA>T  o-3t»xaiiidiD^  >E>i  lia*-  lo  iti«  Cuoipr,  to  ba  eol- 
k<t^  A»i  putl  ut:o  (br  Trva^  of  i^  CoBp', 

Wben^  iberc  ■;«  cnoiirx  perrjtts  who  ovigiiwllr  pvopoaed 
to  be  of  ilus  Co:ap%  «bo  txettw  p^iii  to  iIk  oav  of  tb«  Cwiap'. 
•ad  Blwrtf  ihii  Co^p'  ;3*r«  bc^rv  »t  OjatLdenUe  i  ubimmi  in 
wapfonittg  »al  brin^in^  iat->Kni  ibe  kSainaod  bocinm  of 
tkw  Coaip-'.— It  a  tbH^f^f*  To(««i  keki  a^racuL  that  allmeh 
penoo*  »?'  iiora»*i.  toeir  tbclrs  ^kc.  iii*ll  b».  and  tbeyar* 
beveaj  ei«iaii^  froes  havia;  aav  ri^i  or  fb«r«  or  interaBt  iit 
t^  S^Etq*  porcfaMM.  *o  fai'lei.  Ciccvc  ibrT  HnQ  par,  or  CkoBS 
to  br  p^^  i::i.>  tb^  Trr^KUT  -A  tfaii  Coap".  or  to  ibe  RaadtDC 
CusuBi^-M'  r^  (b?  a»t  of  tbe  Coiap'.  tbf  mm  of  £i  lawful 
■•^vwT.  t^r  xkr!  Zi"  «iay  u{  AfwJ  ovx'  CoKin^.  tocMher  with  all 
■ariifarJk;rKiin»;;«e-.£tsc:':£.  tax^i^a^TaaT  :*r  Bi*ie  or  ordered 
b<  fiiid  Coesp'  uai  <b^  sa:-i  C*xazi:T;-!^  m  dir««(«d  loaeqoaint 

V>:?i.  :bs2  C*^L  E..^>c»M  Dv??.  OX  San'  TUeoM.  BMia 
Sbfttl-a  Eiq-,  •■*»-  j-a:.'  F*-f>j.  c*  *ai  Mr.  Bh>>  Paine,  be 
A  Cooiniss-i-  1-;  &pp>5  w  sb^  'i^a^n:  A^twcbj s  of  th3>  fTokNt^ 
is  >•*-"■ '7'  arTt.  u  Laftialf  '.  f  ;i:if  Co^p'.  f.  r  ti>«  obtaining;  of 
Ksrt.  tzrzb-^r  faTor  cf  iafri  s^Mv^r.'.j.  m  itkri-  «fa»n  think  pro- 
ptfT.  ir  L:ii.es:tig  *a>i  C«>ep"  mr^h  \i>i  •■7'.-^>ay  *  ricbt  lomefa 
k.:-^  S3  ;b-v  hav<r  rar^bu^i  cf  !=••  Izkljaa-'.  [vi::^  ^b  the  rirer 
S;»w;° -r-'-rw^ »T*^,:L'-<:=ie'.'afBH:-m ■»;ih';h.::2:-r^«t of  »* Colony. 

E^q  .i-fr^cai^  f.>r  hJ.'S  iI=i1v>:--:l  L.:'^  :L»  >~.-E:p',  a?d  ibat  biB 
m^::t-t  »*  a.-:  Kar-.Jwi.  a.-^-i  x::a-.  fc--  Caimix  Es-iw  vevt?  bj  »v- 
««Mjw  cc  o;b*i-»»i*,  ti*  riifa';  i:i  *(i>i  ruir-.-iiis* :  it  H  ;faimforr 
tixaI  '  >  itiisl'.  'h-f  n^l  Rlskk-— ^-T  i^-y  th>»  C-jflip'  for  a  vbole 
ri^a:.  ,>t    .-■.c-i::>c<i  :bAj  &^s;->».;  no-v  ^t  for  ib- Bte of  tbe 

te«Y,^»«.       ^'^^"i-  -■■  f^^'   -->  »>-*■■-  E;--*:-*  WTwetoek. 

taK»±iAuMW..  4  ira,,'!  ■.>»■  fci^-i  L;  ;t-  -^fciverij  pan  of  tho 
S«sq^  psrrsAW.  tm  eiUt*  :  r^g.  ik::-;  si  T::i^  w>l*,  for  tb* 
■Mkjf  :bplikisk3^ebx>  v»ir>r  c>-  r^-«     'PT>-ryiKsi.  bethaliwt 

:v  ;bf  ■?■  i.*.-  .c  Ac*^  at-it.  tOBac« 
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Stratford,  Feb.  23,  1754.  Tiien  received  of  Mr.  James  Beard, 
Jniir.,  of  said  Straiford.  five  Spanisli  mill  dollars,  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Com^)^  engaged  iu 
purchasing  the  Susq*  land,  and  to  be  on  account  of  one  whole 
right-.  I  say  received  per  me.  Sain'  Adams. 
Truly  recorder!,  per  Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

Canaan,  June  2'»  1755.  Rec^  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ebenezcr  White,  of 
I>anbury,  by  the  hands  of  Capt.  Josiali  Starr,  0  dollars,  to  en< 
title  him  to  a  whole  share  or  right  with  the  rest  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  a  tract  of  land  obtained  lately  by  a  deed  of  the  na- 
tives upon  Susq^  River,  if  the  Committee  admit. 

John  Smith, 
Josiah  Starr, 
Uriah  Steavens, 
Stephen  Gardiner. 

Canaan,  June  2,  1755.  Rec^  of  Mr.  Thos.  Taylor,  of  Dan  bury, 
by  the  hands  of  Capt.  Josiah  Starr,  9  dolls,  to  entitle  him  to  a 
whole  share  or  right,  &c. 

Certificate  May  10,  1779.     Signed  as  above. 

Same  date,  ReC'  of  Matthew  Benedict,  of  Danbury,  the  same 
as  above.  Same  date,  Rsc**  of  Mr.  Dan'  Starr,  of  Danbury, 
the  Kame  as  above. 

The  within  four  receipts  are  allowed  nnd  approved  of,  by 
Eliphalet  Dyer.  S.  Gray,  Jed.  Elderkin  in  Coniiiiittee. 

The  alK)ve  is  a  true  record  of  four  receipts,  and  the  endorse- 
ment thereon.     Teste  S.  Gray,  clerk. 

Proprietors  admitted  by  Rphraira  Bower,  Esq. ,  of  Providence : 

Philip  Peckham,  of  Newport,  1  right. 

John  Green,  per  Richard  Warwick,  S 

Wm.  Vernon,  of  Newport,  ^ 

Rights  voted  by  Ebenezer  Backus  of  Windham  ; 

One  half  right  to  Charles  Stewart, 
«*        "       "  John  Perkins, 

One  right  to  Ezra  T.oomis, )    ^^^^  ^^  Boston. 
•«•••*     Wm.Dick,      i 


tt 


Haitfom.  Aprti !«,       At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp',  held  at 
nw.  Hartford,  by  adjournment,  April  12,  1709. 

John  Smith,  Esq. ,  Moderator.  Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to 
admit  the  40  persons  first  to  go  on  and  settle  the  land  pur- 
chased by  this  Compy  on  Susq*  river,  as  also  the  200  proposed 
to  settle  in  the  Spring,  witli  the  gentlemen  of  this  meeting 
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:^ij*-j  Loi'n^T.aidfV.njmnt**'.  'if  :.ifi  ih'rjwf  Ji«rel>yoK>olnted 
n  ad's;!  ATjiJ  T»*i^iv^  w  .-.  !Drth*-T  I.DnJ^*-^':■f  i«elll«!r«  to  lh« 
:iX  3KS  -.-  a:  M%.i  Aii3''*ori:  '-f  ■>'*>  ^yM).  ai-l'  ni^n  lo  (M-oeeed  ami 
>■-  >f--'i~  :>,-■  ftf»r-<^:    !&Dd«   by  ib«   Iff'  o."  May 

rjTil.  -B-h^fa  Sai  .  3I»  .-^-  'h'ir  i-r.MMjraf^tn^rjt,  fhttll  linve  t<l 
-h^iiii^;  .■■=>..  or  ia  jiT'.i^.n'.:.  if  tLii  a^mhtr  th»l\  tail  khort  o( 
.'.■:♦>.  -.'r^n-^  -.owa^hip:  '•:,  '.!•'■  \V*s--.  Bn.i.>rb  'J  ih*  Sq«]»  river  in 
r.-  )-.^A*:r.ey.^h*il  rb-.:«*  'J  Th:  '^-.Tii-^i.trof  S.csitiilLGKiiiAre, 
■  ■::.„- ':-M:.;i^~ioa»  -ir  '•t'^i>'it<-  Ut  •eaeh  other  r,:i  tAcli  Ejdsof  th« 
-;.  -T,  i*j^  t^m-:  -.n  i^-  i.*i]  ?.r  ;h-m  '.r  ir.  pf-portioa  ns  afore- 
Ji ;,  i::h  :}i-  t^za-  r**frr»*,  »r,l  j-a  iV-  ^n.  ■  ConilitkMW  and 
■-V^;«::oo«  li*  v'.i*.;  »T  :h--  ;»«  K«-ii:r.s  '''r  she  said  40,  aa<l  tb« 
•i.  1  iS>'j,  aad  tbki  lii*  «;.'J^  ^I'fiJt^T '^  'tt'itrt  filled  cpof  the 
■r  mT-Jir*.  ^r  t.i'-f  -T-h  &-f'h&  '.  ^.-la'.  :a  jodtr  » i>roprietor, 
•  :.::-.  -r^r  ;»»  S-  r.  ;-:::•: *•!.  -'  z-fri-.r*-  a  w-rxiiioiie  Irotn  aueh 
-■-  T-ri  ■:  .-  ■  -.  ■=  hrv^-  ris'ni  >.^  '.^'r-  '■.ira'^'if  »  **itler.  and  that 
"ii  .•«r-»lj  -f  r-Tk  i»  lOTT^r*"!  ^7  S*i£  -'irBy.  Etq.,  and  Mr. 
i^rifcoCT  Br»^!  f.r  :>;t  -j^  of  Tb-  fcTi:*?*. 
V.;v-;.  ^hiS  -n^r*-  V*  r»  w^i  :»^  C'/Xir:    -a  a  rtght.  loho  paid 

-"TV-:  :.■::  s*Tr;i».  *.i..;  ":.y -..'■<".— a;:-'*,  :r.-'j:iit  hand* of  Georua 
",V..  -i  ••-  Sir:,  >r.»-.  ijiL.  .  ioT  :^-=  -.•^.  aw  10  defray  the 
'>-j-c-.*  I  JAJ-  <'-j-ij..  ai.  iij»:  ;■  j^ii*  i*=i*  parpoae  there  l>o 
"■■.■l  ' '■•  ^.J■^.:^  ^:  i.;  jrrr  r-j:.;.  -i.-ji  "Bitiib 'jt  tl»e  committee 
!  .-:;i-:rs.  i>  *,./ Mr  E:.-r.*:^r  £j,r£T».  »;.  10  beM»ld  In  the 
i^-Fi  :T»n*,  -  »-i:  V-,,r»..  J-rTSE-,:^  r  i'^tJ-ilTeaia :  «»  by 
ilr>.ri.-.i  Ri=-.r-  £...;.  ..'  Pr  .  .It-^;^,  i=.d  tb^  lemaiDder 
».:li  Thr^  .»^;  T-  -^;<^_  :  -  :iv-  —  —  ,:;«*  ipf^tdat'd  for  that 
p;'^"^-  ir.  :  '.  7  -ti  sTi.^;;;^  tiT:;:;v:;*T  i  fM>i  Comp-*.  to  be 
r/  -'r-i-::.  ;ifc;  I  ::.:;  ;i-  T-^sv-T-r  r '.".^rs  <  taid  Comp'.  and 
:'^:  f*.- ;  i:s«f  i*:«-  Ra.-t  it  l^-.  ~  ;.-  ^  iacr**;  '.f  of»c  ricfat,  as  a 
"■'•■■■  ^-r^^s**  .''T  h;*  S't;  >--■*  j.^  ;  -Tr»^ij»>^  i:.  f«iiiiu[  tbcnc  coai- 

Vxei  ;-^:  :.-,.-.  -.^-  ^  ,-t-  jr-r.r^-..  ■;■  s?;:"^  aa-i  iak<i  poaew 
^.  -  f  .■•■  •'■•.^-.j-  :%T.-;  1  S;«;'i::-7,  ii:i*nosb«Tswbofiiay 
j::-.  ■':.  -^.  ik-  -ui  :-nf  ..r^—j-  i.- i -.  ri-r  .:f  ihe  CoaiinUtee 
j;*.  ■■.  ^,  Aii->i.- :>,-..-•  ■  —  —  :-T-^,  f^fii'bewboienniii- 
^■■■yT^!---!  T.ja  '.'-:-..  .7.-.  ■-'  •■..;., -'li-i>i:og*therlnone 
■"■■■"-".riT.  *:''"*-'•.  i-  ,  f^--  •i>,  ^  ^"  rija.-;  ^^^-tatr  a«  may  be, 
je-r<>-:_.  .-—  "fl.  -v.-:-..- 17  t-7  -  s-ir:  r-  Ai>  pkPtiwitar  town- 
*t.-.y  —  r  » ->:  7* -v  -.  --  :  j.;  >.*  v : -m^i  >*ii  ■>=» azi.i divided 
*,«i.i;-l  -r  :■  -■■■-»  -.  -■.,.  .  ----■_  '.:t  *-zrf*:«r»seHieot  of 
tS*   f.-vi  :■  -tir  r  :-■:.  -^     :-',    ■_  -■    -  -     .  —  L^  ^z/i   part  oat  the 

»(=.  .::>-  7*r:'<s.  7-7*-      7   ■■  - -t  r->-:T.-«af.  hEshandry, 

ti^K*^  ^k^tv.   *..— -f^ •  --f    5>-i-.:.-.:i^_   .-. —  :-n^    (goTidtog,  and 
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other  part»  iieceswary  and  Convenient  for  the  whole,  and  to 
unit  e  in  i>eace  &  good  will. 

In  addition  to  the  the  vote  patused  at  tiie  last  meeting;  now 
MiDiPter  to  be  pro-  Voted,  that  a  chaplain  or  minister  as  a  teacher, 
^'^"^  and  head  in  religious  matters,  and  to  carry  on 

religious  worship,  be  provided  by  the  standing  Committee,  to 
go  forward  with  our  settlers  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  that  an 
encouragement  that  such  minister  j^roceeding  and  Carrying 
on  religious  worship  or  services  according  to  hi8  ability,  in  a 
wihlerness  Country,  be  entitled  to  one  whole  right  or  share  in 
^ald  purchase,  and  such  other  privilege  and  encouragement 
as  those  whom  he  goes  to  serve  are  entitled  ;  and  it  is  further 
recommended  to  the  settlers  whom  he  goes  to  serve,  to  pro- 
vitie  him  sustenance  with  themselves  according  to  their  ability. 

Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Comp^  be  by  the  Committee 
returned  to  Mr.  William  Ledley,  for  his  kind  services  to  our 
friends  the  (Irst  forty,  while  at  Kaston  under  arrest,  and  as  a 
testimony  of  their  grateful  sense  of  his  humanity  and  kindness 
a.foreKaid,  that  he  be  entitled  to  one  whole  right  or  share  with 
us  in  the  Susfj*  [mrchoae. 

Voted,  that  Eliphalet  Pyer,  8am»  Talcott,  and  Jedediah  El- 
clerkin,  Esq.,  or  either  two  of  them,  be  apiK>inted  (by  the  be- 
i^iniiing  of  June  next)  to  set  out  and  proceed  to  Philadelphia, 
with  proper  attendants,  and  from  there  to  the  Court  at  Eas- 
ton,  in  order  to  arrange  and  transact  the  affairs  relative  to  our 
purchase ;  engage  Counsel,  agents,  or  attorneys,  for  us,  and 
proi)erly  empower  them  to  act  for  uff  in  the  province  of  Penn', 
to  defend  our  Cause  and  in  the  prosecution  Commenced 
against  Sundry  of  our  first  forty,  who  proceeded  to  settle  our 
lands  last  winter,  and  advise  and  Counsel  the  best  with  re- 
sx>ect  to  our  future  operations  in  prosecuting  our  Cause. 

Voted,  that  all  our  proprietors  named  in  our  deed,  or  roll,  as 
all  others  Concerned,  \ya.y  in  their  several  and  respective  Sums 
<liie  and  unpaid,  that  has  been  or  now  is  raised  by  vote  of  this 
<  'ompany  on  their  several  rights,  that  any  person  or  i>erson8 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same  by  the  1"  of  June 
next,  if  nothing  paid  their  whole  right  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
C^omp',  and  if  only  part  i>aid  so  much  of  their  right  to  be  for- 
feiteil  as  remains  unpaid  ;  and  the  Standing  Committee  are  em- 
IK>wered  aft«r  that  time  to  dispose  of  the  same  to  others,  who 
sliall  pay  the  Same,  or  So  much  as  to  raise  the  sums  in  which 
fcuch  neglecting  proprietors  are  deficient ;  unless  such  rc^-sons 
fdiall  l>e  offered  to  said  Committee,  as  they  shall  judge  they 
ought  to  be  saved  or  Excused  from  Such  forfeiture. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Talcott  be  one  of  the  standing  Committee, 
in  the  room  of  John  Smith,  Esq.,  released. 
S-VOL.  XVJIL 


»       m.f  CTES  OP  THE  Kr*irEHA55A  COMPAST 

Mr.  5..-0-,**  J*»p-:L  Mr  s;*;**^  'ik^'i'^r.  Mr  TV^nw*  I»y*:r. 
Mr.  M,r:L»*.  &»>:»:-.  M--  Ir*.-..-.  •!>>^r.-»rJ  i!i*  S".  Mr.  Moms 
K*-:^:-.  Mr   S^a.*,  V:.-:--.  •^s.-.:'^.  '■;  -Iv*  r'-.T;isthiee  oT  the 

■.■■\.-^:  ^~.' ^:wz.  t*  l.-.-^^,-..;.j£  j*'^t  fr..— fciioiieihftiiM*!^**. 

V:.v>i.  tr.A: -:>-  S-»-  i.::.^ '"■>— .r^lT-r—:-.  -.-Ji^^ib+T  with  Eliiar 
TU-----:.  ir*^  L..-.--tr_  Ii*:.i  5--*-*-:_-.  *v-*h  I-vT,-io]l,  Joseph 
j:A--.r„  J'-*r,Ah,  B.-.tt;.  F.T^r.r*.-.  B  -r^..  J-*.  R*£>l»ll.  Robert 
Imo..  ::T,i-:jki  P-T-  -.-:^.  J*".-»  B.r-..  I*»^  TT»eT.  Beiij. 
i-rr.:.^-..  &.•>.'  'Vii--.:-.--  T.:;iv:iT  Tv^iryri/Jie*.  InereMM! 
M-j«^;i.  L, .:-.-.  H*.-^..  ioct-i-fci  ii-.---.  :-**-  T--;j.p,  Eheneaer 
L-4.'."_i&!  M.-  'ViT^b-s.  hrr—1.  ■"-•**  •'■■.E;;n;~*«  I'j  reeeiT*  th^ 
^*I  --^  •  » -.  ■  -".!•*  ;::■■  T-,:.^:,  ».-.  .  ».-.;  -.ai-^  ■jLa;  ^ftt  rtrfnain 
-.-.a:.!*-:  --.  i*T  ^i^  jikr^j-  :■>  •:r<jrif^  W:.?:*,  E«q.,  or  Skih' 


r-?^-.  £^\  .  M;.;-:^*::; 


-  CoKp'. 


-T  -hi&;  '=^1--^  ^'OC  i*h1  in  the 
i  -.|r:t:>-^;r;«spieiiT&ri;(fct*. 
:-  -■  ■:.■-  r'^**-tl«*  Commit- 

-     -  r.jt.-.-  icaa  tb«n  he  j-*T.. 


-I,  --j-i    '■:'-  5&ei  Taleoit, 
7  -■^":    -  "      r-i.---r..  ■  ■  An«od.  and 

..  ■  -1  ■■-" ;  T-',  :■!-.  -  ■■  :kE<Mxnt  Some 

1:-^:  "-;-.^*:!.7  :-    S«pc«^b«r.  at 
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Capt.  Qay  Richards,  h  right,     Guy  Richards,  Junr. ,  J  right. 

Acooant  of  rights  sold  by  8.  Gray : 

Ohas.  Walsworth,  h  right,  Jos.  Hurlburt,  Janr. ,  fright. 

Tim'  Green  of  New  London,  i  "       Capt.  Jos.   Hurlburt,  J    " 

David  Man  waring,  h  ** 

John  Spencer,  Alias  Jn"  Gilbert  Spencer  of  Bolton,  1  share. 

Ebenezer  Baldwin,  h  right. 

Noah  Chapman  of  Colchecter  h  right  Sold  by  Gershoni  Hreed. 

Dot5.  Thomas  Williams,  J     ** 

April  1,  1773,  Sundry  rights  sold  by  S.  Gray: 

Holland  Weeks,  1  whole  right,    John  Adams,  Jun. ,   J  right, 

Capt.  Aaron  Cleveland,  h    **       Wm.  Darbe,  i      *» 

Wm.  Porster,  i    **       Kbenezer  Jiathrop,    I     ** 

Timothy  Green,  i    '*       Zach-^  Lathrop,  J      " 

April  23,  1773. 
William  Judd,  J  right.  Abr"  Sedgwick,  J  right, 

Thomas  Converse,  h      ** 

May  20,  1773. 
Janna  Denning,  1  whole  right,    Chas.  Churchill,  1  right, 
Darius  Spafford,  i  share,  Ebenezer  Gray,  J  share, 

Thos.  Gray,  J 


t  i 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  held  at  Windham  by  ad- 
journment on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September,  1701). 

Voted,  that  Col.  Sam'  Talcott  bo  agent  for  the  Comp'^  to  as- 
sist in  tho  suit  at  Easton.     Voted  nem.  Con. 

Voted,  that  if  it  should  happ3n  that  Col.  Talcott  Cannot,  o:- 
should  not  go  to  Eastoii,  a'.rcording  to  appointment,  that  th»^ 
Compy  refer  the  matter  to  the  General  Committee,  to  appoint 
such  other  person  in  his  room  for  said  purpose,  as  they  shall 
judge  best. 

Voted,  that  the  present:  Snsq*0'Ommittee  appointed  to  collect 
in  the  monies  due  to  the  Susq^  Conip'',  together  with  Sam'  Ely 
of  Lyne,  Capt.  Joseph  Hurlburt  of  New  London,  Mr.  Seth 
Smith  of  Stonin^rtoi,  Mr.  Garrett  Rappelle  of  New  York, 
Wm.  Camp,  of  East  Jei-sey,  bo  a  committee  to  receive  all 
Taxes  which  remain  unixiid  or  take  proper  security  or  interest 
therefor  for  the  use  of  the  Susq*  Company. 

Whoever  shall  neglect  either  to  pay  the  Taxes  due  from  him, 
or  to  secure  the  same  as  aforesaid  on  or  before  the  20^^  day  of 
October  next,  such  proprietor  having  duo  notice  to  pay  or  se- 
cnre  such  tax  or  taxes  as  aforesaid,  such  delin(iu<»nt  proprietor 
shall  forfeit  to  naid  Comu^,  such  proprietors  rights  in  the  Sus- 
qnebanDa*^  Co/n/jany'w  purchase,  and  the  same  RhaU  T«veT\.  \o 


5S        MIM-TES  OF  THE  8U:igUEHA>'NA  COMPANY 

th-  n»e  of  !«i'l  CVtinp",  iiiil''WT  •■ii'-h  iMmi\u*riit  pmprietor  oImiJ 
b^abl*  It  sal  My  •ai<l  Cv>iii|t',  itiat  iti'r^  »&•■  )>i)flicient  reaaoi 
forracti  Eie^)««t.  aii'l  )«>'  ih*-  •«in>-. 

Vot«<I.  thai  i>tr<«>Ti9  i)iat  ar-  IkidikI  ort^r  I"  BD»wer  «l  Ih) 
C-rart  al  Ea.-ioii  ihi^  wiiilh.  ^hall  r>-c*iv>-  ihiv*-  ilollars to lieaJ 
ihfrir  'ipciuva-  on  (heir  way  ih«'re. 

Thai  ifD  [■ODiid>  L.  M..  i r- im'ul  nni  r^  ibt  iaoMi^  Tnmmarf  U 
lfa>>r  John  Duri>-«.  John  Stniih.  Iw|..  ami  8ttrphen  Ciardner 
''■■lUTuiite^-  at  Sii-wiD-hani.a.  f'T  ih-  iHirj""**  "*  «i*fr*jifi|[  thi 
uw-r-— ary  Kitr«'>riliiiary  Kipenx^  fit  ih>f^  Cominiltee,  to  b< 
u?'^  ai  iheinlMrviioii. 

Vo;-^!.  ihai  ^>  I>  SI.  Ir-  p«i'l  ->ni  of  the  Siuq'  Money,  bj 
Sam  ^ray.  lu^f..  I-  Mr.  I-«ar  Trijii^  B-nj.  Folleti  aod  Johc 
J-^kin'^.  a»  a  niiumiii^^.  to  li*-  *«|'J&^iy  ilirided  ami  paid  U: 
;'(>-  ?<c-T<-ral  {■«'r>'>n>  tj-iv  Ib>!iii'1 'ivrr  t'>theC<'>iirt  at  EasioD,  and 
;iiAT  ^hail  r*-t  ftti  'in  their  j'l-irri-ry  ti*'  ^*i>]  OinrT.  to  tie  paid  tc 
•<nf:.  --ur  iri  i^nfii  pr^'poni'ii.  :•>  :l.e  'iL-iait**  of  ih«  «»y  each 
■  ■:.-  .:»>-  fr-iii  •*;■!  '.'onn.  (or  liiv  p^rpos—  of  drfraying  tfaeii 
<-har^-^  i:i  ^aM  j-fDrTf^y  :  an')  that  Saro  Ciray,  Esq..  alao  pay 
;.-.:--•  :h*  )iaa<l<'  ^if  •^i,i  f'onirai:;'-^  I'^ny  ^billings  more,  for  each 
■■;-^:l  J— r--Ti»  iii'-.ul  overT-.saii  1^0:^17  a/^  aforesaid,  aod  that 
t;:V.'i  Appt*r  tb-rr  t"  !•-  -;njpT--'r-.;  -.y  <ia:il  Cominiila*,  forinah- 

C  ■.:i;:;::;-T'  ;■■■  >^  Coii>:.j--",i  &:>  ■;•■,?>*-■  of  th-  i>er^>Da  for  whom 
Mfei.i  in--ai^  an-  grraijici!.  afnl  *ai-£  C'UDiaiii*-^  arv  to  rvpay  to 
;:.—  ■t-Ta-ra:  C-oicmitl'^.  whai-^-rr  •,i  *ai<l  iiani  of  £40  there 
i-':^'.'.  :.■•!  l-^appri->pr>a:«>i.  air^'^r'ii^.g  :>>:bi*  »'»te. 

V-.T*.i.  Thai  '-..i.  Py-r.  Ma>  r  £.:i=r  TalMitt.  Hamphrey 
Avery  a:!.i  Inaar  Tf-.p[.,  E:*j  .  J-— a  r>->mmTniit<-e  10  apply  to 
''■■'  Sass  Taii^-;-..  E».j  ,  :7i  ;h-  7^=;" and  hehalf  of  the  8asq> 
'■-•".■.p\  :.>  rtiin^i  **■'.  r^L  Ta^>-n  logo  to  Ea«ton  aa  agent 
f  'f  **:■;  "'•■•mp'.  ;.>  a#t^t  t'c-  wT-ral  So."*]*  proprieior*  dow 
'•■■:^.^:  ■  s--r  :■■  rh-^  <~.--:r:  ;■•  >»»■  h«ii  a:  Ea^Tori  thi*  tnooth,  and 
TAji*- «*rv rtf  said  Ta-**.  aal  tba;  :n-*  ^aeral  Commitlee  gire 
•  ri-Tf.'-Tsnrt  KHTi!'-/  R. -rf-y  f>  S^  r**!  ■■■^"  of  ;h' Su^q*  money 
:7.:.*  ;h*  haa>!:-  of  -h-t  sai-:  C-ii  fa:«>:T,  a»lb^y*ball  Jndge 
:.-f«*ary  ttt  *a:.!  p3rT¥>^,  f-  -r  hi?  Er[»*^:***  m  mi-l  rause.  and 
;-■<:— ^y.  ai.J  shall  !>*  afK^atil^-  ar^  tia:L.l=oaie  ivward  for  faig 

AiS"«™*!  '-^  !*»*■  ~'"  ■^'  S-.v--L.-T-  E.-Tt  a:  Hartford. 


At  a  m4>Mia);o;  sh*-  S:;-..- ■"   — t^"  h-^l-:  r-y  a>!ioamm(!nl  at 
■anfoad.  Xor.  <.  ::«*, 
Ji^forBUnr  Taieon.  M,'.:.-ra;.>r      fa=  •tray,  clerfc. 

.■4  t^.*  \a^-.^  *!<riMk«^n«  to  thia 
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Comp"  at  Wyoming  on  Susq*  River,  be  pursued  according  to 
the  vote  of  this  Comp^  at  their  meeting  ar  Hartford,  Dec.  28, 
1706,  and  that  the  Committee  use  tlieir  utmost  endeavour  to 
make  up  in  Cash,  an  equivalent  for  the  50  barrels  of  iK>rk 
granted  by  this  Comp^,  for  the  use  of  said  Settlement,  with 
what  they  have  already  sent  for  the  use  of  the  240  settlers  men- 
tioned in  said  vote,  and  that  a  f urtlier  sum  of  £75  L.  M.  be  for- 
warded and  paid  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  oversee  and 
direct  in  the  settlement,  for  the  use  of  the  240  that  shall  re- 
main on  said  land,  and  that  the  Committee  use  their  influence 
with  Major  Durkee,  to  continue  at  Wyoming  with  our  settlers 
this  winter. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  few  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq* 
purchase  are  present,  or  have  had  notice  of  this  meeting,  and 
matters  of  irai>ortance  are  now  under  Consideration  relative  to 
said  purchase  and  settlement ;  It  is  now  Voted,  to  adjourn 
this  meeting  to  the  6***  day  of  Dec.  next  at  Windham,  and  the 
clerk  is  hereby  drected  to  publish  a  copy  of  this  vote  and  ad- 
lournment  of  this  meeting  as  above,  in  this,  and  the  three  ad- 
joining Provinces,  and  the  proprietors  are  desiretl  to  give  their 
attendance  without  fail,  as  matters  most  interesting  to  the 
Compy  are  then  to  come  under  Consideration. 

Adjourned  to  the  &^  of  Dec.  1769,  at  Winilham. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Suscj'  Comp"^  held  at  Windham  by  ad- 
journment, Dec.  6,  1769. 

Kliphalet  Dyer,  Esq.,  Moderator.       SamMifray,  Clerk. 

Voted,  that  Sam'  Gray,  Esq. ,  and  Major  John  Durkee,  be 
RTidenoes  to  be  appointed  to  take  proper  Evidences  or  afflda- 
PeDDamites!'^  ****  vits  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  at  Easton 
at  the  last  trial ;  also  of  the  attack  and  robbery  of  our  people 
near  Fort  Augusta,  and  of  the  insults  and  attacks  of  our  set- 
tlers at  Wyoming,  and  their  conduct  during  the  Summer  past, 
and  the  treaty  and  declaration  of  the  Indians,  and  any  other 
matters  proper. 

Voted,  that  monies  be  collected  and  delivered  to  Major  Dur- 
kee, in  order  to  pay,  defend  and  defray  the  Expenses  at  Eas- 
ton, JBofarasthe  Committee  shall  think  necessary,  and  they 
are  enabled  to  furnish,  and    for  him  to   render   an    account 

thereof. 

Voted,  that  those  who  delay  payment  of  their  taxes  in  ar- 
rears, until  the  adjourned  meeting,  whose  rights  we  declared 
forfeited  by  a  former  vote  to  the  ( -omiv^,  shall  be  immediately 
sold  by  a  Committee  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  Comp\  if  not 
paid  or  secured  by  that  time,  of  which  notice  is  to  be  given. 
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Volei],  timl  tilt-  <lel>lo  due  the  Compr  be  immediately  ooi- 
l<>(>(i>ii.  withmitilolay. 

V(tti-(i,  tliiit  SiiDi'liray,  Enq..  bf  aConimlttee  with theadvioe 
i>[  oiiK,  or  iiion-  of  tl)<^  StniiilinK  Coiuiiiittee,  as  he  shall  Bnd 
iii'rt«snry,  tciot'ttlt*  ami  luljnst  afCountH  with  thone  who  have 
■■ulli-i'itHl  or  r(>otilve«i  iniiiiey  or  tht*  Company's  (or  Bpeoial  Ser- 
vii'i'S,  &p.  ;  ami  r*tum  tlicKfiifPiil  Htaieof  alTairsantlof  all  past 
i;r»i)t!i.  (lii>l>unu'iiii-utB,  &c.,  tu  (lie  lueet  jng  of  the  Coinp' ;  ajid 
»s  ihi>ro  will  )ieot>ssat-ily  )tou  ileiuaiii)  of  more  mouey  than  ia 
now  Toll ect 111  tn  [tav  oft  the  di>lits  niiw  due  at  EasloD,  and 
fiirl)u-r  ilffi'iid  tl»tst>  li^ld  ortr  for  trial,  it  is  recommended 
loall  tilt'  i>n>pri«(ors  pri-wnt,  ni>w  to  advanirc  what  they  Con- 
vcniotitly  Can  for  lht>  purpoee  aforettaid,  to  be  repaid  as  soon 
af  thi>  !>«n)i>  i-nn  >>•>  oollt>47tml  of  the  debts  due  the  Company. 

Adjourned  to  th^  ]0>'  of  Jan>  next  at  Windham. 


At  »  niM'iiniiof  the  Sutiq'Oomp',  held  by  adjournment,  at 
W  iiuilmui.  Jail'  U».  ITTO. 

Major  Kli/urTalmtl,  SI.Hl.Taior.     f^m' Qmr,  clerk. 

Vott^l.  ilint  Mr.  It.tsIuhii  Brvt>d  niid  Capt.  Ebenra«r  Bald- 
ivhi,  K>ih  of  Norwirh,  be  additl  to  I  he  prtrsent  etanding  Com- 
■iiittt^ 

Votis),  that  lilt'  E^iHudini;  roinmitt>v>  lie  directed  to  proceed 
in  vtsst  they  tstti'in  U>s(  for  the  interest*  of  the  Comp',  to 
k.n»p  nitil  tunintaiii  |ii>j>M')!9'kn>  of  our  pun.-hai>e  on  Soaq'  River. 

Voted,  thai  Capt.  Z.  Kniler  and  Capt.  Rub'.  Durkee  be 
»>td(sl  to  (ho  i^t'iiiinitit-t'oi'  iSft tiers,  to  take  Car«  of  the  Com- 
(lany's  iniert-siii  and  efft-ots  ai  $usti*.  and  that  they  reeeiva 
ilieirnd.  ii'o  and  ln»iruo(ioii*s  from  the  i^tandin^  CommitteflL 

Votisi.  (bat  tliere  J*  pr^'sent  i>*vasion  fi.>r  money  to  he  ad- 
\nnnM  (or  the  **>rvti.'e  of  (he  Conip'.  That  if  any  per«Oli  Shall 
tw  s.'  kind  as  to  .xlvanee  or  lend  any  sneh  sum,  or  vams,  to 
-be  si.Hiuliic  C>>ii)iniiie^,  (hat  said  Comniitiee  to  repay  the 
■v-»«i.'  oMt  oi  [he  s.vttritii's  (hey  ln»v.-  in  iheir  hands,  to  be  Col- 
!<vt>^l   a:^  jKNK)   a»  may  l>e.  orof   aiw  oiherof   the  Computy'o 

Wber:-**  there  iiPi'  in.Aiiy  proprie;ors  »h;it  lia«-e  not  J*t  piUd 
the  :M\e*  iue  .".i  ilwir  ritjlii,  whi.-i-  t{s!i:*  aii-r'nUui;  to  the  rote* 
of  »!■.■*  i,Nv;->'  .  nri'aJrv.i.Iy  rt^eri.sj  i.»  ih.-  Comp' ;  bat  as  thii 
(VtiMi-  !'*^  ■■  V..' .let-^r*-  !o,ie-.Tii :- >«:»!  i>r\'('r-e'or¥of  «akIrl(;htF: 
«  I*  n,-*  Vo-.cvi.  ih.-i!  t/.-h  til  "::•.,•■.■.<■-■;  propr-eiors  shall  have 
■.■!i;i"  I'lt"  L\r*!  lUy  i>;  ^^!^■^•;■.  •.■t\:.  ;.•  itaj  s^ii  I'aiiRS  and  t-urh 
Hr*«Vr'^-.t>r*  a«s!m"  o:  t«>  .i-;  :  ^  v"  -  .-b  r&\t«  t^y  t«M  fimt 
day  tif  Itarvh.  h'sr-.^i:  s!;a;l  rt'.r-!  to  :dud  Company,  and  th>t 
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Clerk  of  this  meeting  is  directed  to  publish  the  substance  of 
the  above  Vote  in  the  public  papers. 
Adjourned  without  day. 


A  a  roeeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  legally  warned  and  held 
at  Hartford,  June  6,  1770. 

Major  Eiizur  Talcott,  Moderator.     Sam*  Gray.  Clerk. 

Voted,  that  Ozias  Yates,  and  Benj.  Yale's  right,  and  John 
Jolly  on  Job  Yale's  right,  settlers  on  the  lands  on  Susque- 
hanna river,  be  of  the  numbe.^  of  the  first  40  Settlers,  and  en- 
titled to  their  rights  in  the  Townships  that  shall  be  laid  out  of 
the  said  forty,  and  that  Dow  Tripp  be  excluded  from  the  num- 
ber of  the  said  forty,  and  any  right,  in  the  township  which  shall 
be  laid  out  for  them,  the  said  Yale  and  Jolly  for  the  future, 
to  do  and  perform  their  duty  as  settlers  on  said  lands,  accord- 
ing to  the  votes  of  said  Company. 

Voted,  that  the  five  Townships  of  land  granted  by  this 
Comp-',  for  the  encouragement  of  the  first  240  settlers,  shall  be 
laid  out  according  to  Mr.  David  Mead's  survey  made  last  fall ; 
and  as  our  Paxtang  friends  that  have  come  on  to  settle  with  us, 
Kanticoke  minted  l^^^e  agreed  to  take  the  Township  called  Nan- 
totboPaztaiigmen.  ticoke  township,  we  now  grant  the  same  to 
them  according  to  the  number  of  them  that  have  Complied 
with  the  proposal  made  to  them  by  the  standing  Committee, 
the  remainder  of  said  Town  to  be  filled  up  out  of  the  200  Set- 
tled nnder  the  same  regulations,  and  with  the  same  reserves 
tnade  in  the  other  townships,  granted  to  the  Settlers  in  fulfil- 
ment of  the  engagements  of  the  Committee  of  this  Comp^  with 
our  said  Paxtang  friends,  in  their  letter  to  them  by  Capt.  But- 
ler and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Backus,  and  that  a  township  six  miles 
square  be  laid  out  at  a  place  called  Ijacka wanna,  on  the  south 
of  said  Nanticoke  township,  adjoining  thereto,  in  lieu  of  said 
Nanticoke,  for  the  fifty  settlers  which  the  said  Nanticoke  town- 
ship would  have  belonged  to,  upon  the  same  Conditions,  and 
with  the  same  reverses,  made  and  received  in  the  other  town- 
ship granted  to  the  settlers;  and  if  neither  of  the  said  places 
shall  suit  to  lay  out  the  last  mentioned  Township,  that  then 
the  same  shall  be  laid  out  by  the  direction  of  Major  Durkee  and 
Capt  Butler,  so  as  to  do  justice  to  said  settlers  and  the  Com- 
pany. 

Trndioff  bonae  es-       Voted  that  there  be  at  present  but  one  trad- 
tabiiAbed.  j^g  house   set  up  in   our   purchase   on  Susq' 

River  for  trading  with  and  accommodating  the   Indians  with 
sacli  necessaries  as  they  from  time  to  time  shall  want,  and  that 
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those  penioiiK  that  itliall  tratlo  und  tleal  with  the  Indlanx,  Khali 
lie  under  tho  direction  and  control  of  Major  Durktie,  (^apt. 
Butler  and  Doc.  Tlinotby  Hopkins, who  are  hereby  authorixeil 
to  take  care  of,  and  overaee  the  tra<le  and  deal  with  the  lit* 
dians,  ami  Ree  that  jiintice  la  at  all  times  done  to  thein. 

Voted,  that  tliH  Standing  Coiumittee  a«  hoiui  as  they  can 
Miaiiur  IS  be  pro-  witli  oouveulence  (irocure  some  able  uiid  ortlio- 
«""*■  doi  minister  of  the   ttospel,  to  repair  at   our 

settlement  at  Wyoming,  and  remain  with  them  Tor  one  year  in 
the  diHcliargti  of  hJH  ininiHterial  office  among  them  ;  ami  that 
Httid  Committee  Bhall  draw  their  order  on  Capt.  Butler,  fur 
such  part,  or  tlie  whole  money  in  Iun  handH,  at4  they  shall  Judge 
necessary  for  the  Hup|iort  of  said  minister. 

Whereon,  it  is  prot>able  that  mnny  pnipHetorrj  not  Included 
in  the  340  tlmt  settlers  have,  and  will  rejiatr  to  Join  our 
cettlement  on  our  purchase  on  Siisq"  river  In  order  to  w1- 
tle  themselves  and  families  on  sai<i  lands,  in  i>art  of  their  gen- 
eral rights  in  part  of  said  purchase.  It  Is  now  Voted,  tliat  th« 
committee  that  shall  hereafter  l>t'  apiwinted  to  oversee  and 
direct  the  whole  settlement  on  said  land.  nUall,  and  they  «re 
hereby  authorize!)  and  Empowered, nt  the  cost  of  those  that  a|i- 
Naw  townabip*  w  p'y  f'T  the  same  to  lay  out  townships  five  miles 
bsiaidiiot.  sqiinre  for   such    proprietors  within  said    pur- 

chase as  such  proprietor  shall  apply  for  the  same  in  |iart  of 
their  general  rifchts  In  Said  purchase,  each  of  which  townHhiiw 
to  Ite  divi<led  into  flftv  Equal  parts  or  shares  for  quantity  ami 
quality,  three  of  which  rights  or  sliares  to  be  reserved  for  the 
public  I>eneflt  of  said  township  in  the  same  maner  and  for 
the  same  purpose  as  the  reserved  rights  in  the  towosliipe  here- 
tofore granted  to  the  first  340  settlers. 

Votwl,  that  Capt,  '£.  Butler,  Isaac  Tripp,  Benj.  Pojleit, 
John  Jenkins,  William  Buck,  Benj.  Shoemaker,  John  Slmpeoii. 
TimotliyHopkins,  David  Marvin,  Thomas  Dyer,  KbenezerGray, 
Junr.,  Mr-  Oliediah  Gore.  Rol>ert  Young  and  Nath'  Wales  -.f, 
be,  (inil  are  hert>by  appointed  a  committee,  to  assist  Major 
Durkee  in  onlerint;  and  directing  in  all  the  nfTairs  relating  to 
the  well  government  of  said  Settlers,  and  in  directing  the  set- 
tling of  Said  lands  tillotherwitu:  onlered  by  the<;omp';  reserv- 
ing only  that  in  Case  any  iierson  shall  be  agrieved  by  the  de- 
termination of  said  Committee,  they  shall  have  liberty  to  lay 
the  same  liefore  this  Comjiany  for  their  determination  thereon, 
ollierwise,  that  if  Said  <;omi)' Cannot  he  Conveniently  Cou- 
vetieil,   before  the  siandiiig  Uomuiittee  of  said  Company. 

Adjourned  witliont  <lay. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Snsq'  ('oini>y  lawfully  warned  and  held 
at  Windham,  Oct.  17,  1770. 

Elij&ur  Talcott,  Esq. ,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

Voted,*  that  Elizur  Talcot,  Ewj. ,  Increase  Mosely,  Esq. ,  Ed- 
ward Mott  and  Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to 
New  Haven,  and  join  our  agent  and  Committee  there  to  rei)- 
resent  to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colonv, 
now  Setting  in  New  Haven,  to  represent  to  said  assembly  the 
preeent  distressed  Case  of  our  settlers  on  the  Susq*  purchase, 
and  pray  the  interpostion  of  said  assembly,  and  that  the  mat- 
terrespecting  the  claim  of  this  Colony  to  the  extent  of  our  Char- 
ter, may  be  now  determined  by  said  Assembly;  and  that  said 
assembly  would  invest  our  settlers,  now  on  said  purchase, 
with  powers  of  Government  according  to  the  original  fnstitu- 
tionof  this  Colony,  and  their  predecessors,  and  that  his  Honor 
the  Governor  of  this  Colony,  be  desired  to  write  to  his  Honor 
Governqr  Penn,  to  release  our  settlers  that  are  imprisoned  at 
Easton,  from  their  imprisonment. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  to  the  last  Wednemlay  in  November  next, 
at  Hartford  at  10  of  the  clock. 


.\t  a  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  held  at  Hartford 
by  adjournment. 

Wednesday,  Noveml)er  27,  1770. 

Vote<i,  that  the  Committee  of  this  Conn>J'  do,  as  soon  a^  may 
be,  send  £50  L.  M.  to  Philadelphia  &  Ejiston,  for  Major  Dhr- 
kee,  and  the  rest  of  the  New  England  prisoners  in  gaol,  to 
maintain  and  supiK)rt  them  according  to  the  orders  and  direc- 
tions of  said  Committee. 

Voteil,  that   the    Rev.    Mr.     Geo.    Beckwith, 
Jun. ,  of  Lyme,  be  entitled  to  one  whole  share 
in  the  Susq'  purchase,  in  part  for  his  services  in  the  Ministry 
at  Wyoming,  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  there. 

Voted,  that  all  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  that  do  again  take 
possession  of  the  land  at  Wyoming  aforesaid  by  the  IS***  of  May 
next,  and  continue  thereon,  holding  under  this  Company  ac- 
cording to  the  former  votes  respecting  said  settlement,  shall 
still  have  their  settling  rights,  notwithstanding  all  that  ban 
passed. 

Voted,  that  the  300  settlers  on  the  West  Branch,  that  do  by 
the  said  15***  of  May  next  take  jiossession  of  the  Susq*  land, 
cind  hold  according  to  the  vote  relating  thereto,  shall  be  en- 
t;itled  according  to  the  former  votes  respecting  the  settlement 
^here ;  Voted,  that  any  proprietor,  or   man    under  a  proprie- 
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tor,  that  with  the  aforesaid  uetllurs  do  again  take  poaseBsion 
uf  the  BuHq*  laiiilM,  ithall  l>j  (intitled  to  the  vacant  settling 
rightu  if  uuy  thore  Ik:,  until  all  tliu  viu;ant  ri|;htH  an> taken  up, 
thvi  proprlctora  llrHt  taklii);  poiseasiuii  Mhall  havit  the  drat  va- 
cant Settling  right,  one  vacant  right  to  one  pertum  tio  taking' 
t>OBBe8))ion,  anil  ao  more. 

Voted,  that  Nath'  Wales,  Jun.,  Esq.,  with  the  asBistance  of 
the  Uommitteti,  be  deaired  to  draw  up  an  Historical  aoooant 
of  the  Colony's  title  to  tho3j  lands  west  of  New  York,  and  this 
Company's  title  nnder  tiiis  Colony,  to  the  Siisq*  landx ;  as  also 
tile  ri>>e  and  hlxtory  of  thin  Goinp',  and  trnni^action  of  the  au- 
thority and  Courts  of  Penn",  with  our  sottlerH  on  the  lands  on 
Susq*  river,  and  proper  ohservationa  to  make  thereon. 

Voted,  that  the  Coiniuittee  bj  desired  to  use  every  prudent 
and  prui>er  tnethud,  that  there  he  n  full  and  universal  meeting 
of  tho  propriutorx  at  the  next  adjonrnuient,  by  advertising  in 
the  newe|iai>ers  and  otherwiHe,  as  they  think  proper. 

Voted,  that  nil  the  i>erBons  that  have  been  entrusted  with 
the  Company's  money,  or  have  been  Collectors,  or  are  in  debt 
to  the  Goinp',  l>e  liniuediutely  called  to  render  an  account  of 
their  doings,  anil  pay  (hct  Kainc,  and  that  the  Committee  be 
desired  to  inform  such  persons  of  this  vote. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  to  Windham  on  the  2*  Wednesday  In  Jon', 
]771. 

Kbenezer  Gray.  Junr,  Clerk. 


ameetinKof  the  Susci*  Coiiili' held  at  Windham  by  ad- 
ninaryl),  1771. 

Major  Elixur  Talcot,  Moderator.     8am'  Qray,  clerk. 

Whereas  at  the  time  di"  the  Suwi*  Comp'  meuting  held  at 
Hartford  in  November  last,  onr  settlers  at  Wyoming  were 
drove  out  of  their  poasessioui)  there  by  the  Pen  n  sylvan  I  ans, 
and  for  the  enc<mrngenient  of  those  settlers  to  exert  themselves 
to  regain  the  said  possessions.  It  was  then  vot«d,  that  if  said 
settlers  should  regain  their  possessions  by  the  15"'  of  May  ucxt, 
such  settlers  should  l>3  entitled  to  all  those  rights  and  privi- 
leges in  the  same  manner  as  by  the  former  votes  they  had  a 
right  to  have  and  hold,  and  also  that  such  others  as  should  go 
In  aid  of  SDid  settlers  and  take  jwisHesslon  with  them,  should 
bii  entitled  to  the  viicaitt  rights  there,  as  by  said  votes raayap- 

And,  Whereas,  Sinc:^  Said  meeting  some  of  our  people 
have  dispossess .-d  the  Pennamites,  an  1  taken  possession  of 
our  Port,  &!•.,  and  are  holding  the  ^aine,  hut  stand  In  need 
of  immediate  aid   to  assist  them  in   keeping  |>OBsesBlon,  for 
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which  reason  Said  votes  are  judged  as  to  the  time  prefixed,  to 
be  inoonsistont  with  the  good  and  safety  of  said  Company ; 

It  is  therefore  now  voted  to  reconsider,  and  the  same  is  re- 
considered accordingly,,  and  it  is  now  Voted,  that  the  240  set- 
tlers, except  those  that  are  bound  over  to  some  Court  in  Penn^ 
Province,  sball  forthwith  repair  to  Susq%  and  join  with,  and 
assist  those  now  in  possession,  in  holding  the  same,  and  that 
in  their  so  doing,  such  of  them  as  shall  go  as  aforesaid,  shall 
he  entitled  to  all  their  rights  and  privileges  there,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  they  had  never  been  driven  out;  and  in 
Case  that  any  of  the  said  210  settlers  shall  neglect  to  go  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  that  then  such  person 
or  persons  so  neglecting,  shall  forfeit  his  or  their  settlei*s  rights, 
unless  those  who  so  neglect,  shall  offer  such  reasons  for  such 
neglect,  as  said  Comi>7  shall  judge  sufficient  to  Excuse  such 
neglect. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Dyer,  Nath*  Wales,  Junr.,  Sam*  Gray  and 
Major  mderkin,  be  a  committee  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  Susq*  Compy,with  all  Convenient  speed,  to  draw  up  a  state- 
ment of  our  Claims  to  the  Busq""  lands,and  proceedings  thereon 
touching  \he  settlement  thereof,  with  the  reasons  of  our  tak- 
ing and  holding  possession  thereof;  so  far  as  they  shall  judge 
best,  as  also  of  the  inhuman  treatment  our  people  have  met 
with  from  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
dangerous  Consequences  of  living  in  such  a  state  of  hostility  ; 
and  manifest  the  desire  of  the  Comp^  to  settle  said  Controversy 
in  some  legal  and  Constitutional  way,  and  lay  the  Same  before 
the  (]^overnor  of  that  Province,  and  request  him  to  direct  that 
some  proper  action  may  be  commenced  to  bring  the  title  of 
said  land  to  a  legal  and  propar  issue,  and  that  said  Committee 
send  such  representation  to  Governor  Penn  by  some  proper 
person,  whom  they  shall  appoint,  and  direct  him  to  wait  upon 
the  Governor  for  his  answer;  and  in  case  the  Governor  shall 
refuse  to  Comply  with  such  proposals  so  made,  the  said  re- 
presentations be  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  public  prints  in 
that  Province  with  such  Comments  thereon  as  they  shall  judge 
liest,  and  all  at  the  Expense  of  said  Coinpy. 
comnact  to  bo  Voted,  that  Col.  I>yer,  Nath>  Wales,  Junr., 
■igncd.  Sam'  Gray  and  Major  Eldt*rkin,  be  a  committee 

to  draw  up  a  scheme  in  writing,  agreeably  to  the  minds  of  the 
Battlers  on  those  lands,  to  be  signed  by  all  who  now  are,  or  shall 
go  on  and  settle  on  the  Susq*  lands,  so  as  to  legally  bind  and 
oblige  all  who  sign  the  »ame,  faithfully  to  perform  each  one 
his  trust  and  undertaking,  ac(?ording  to  the  true  intent  and 
meanings  of  8 uch  scheme,  and  that  none  but  such  as  voluntarily 
sign  Bach  agren*ment  shall  be  admtted  to  hold  any  right  or 
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privilege  there  an  u.  iii>Itlfr,  until  further  iirtlerH  nf   Hafil  <'oin- 
I>ftHy. 

Voted,  timt  Capt.  Zebulon  Hutl«r.  Cajit.  Xiu/ania  Stewart, 
Major  John  Uurkee  uiiil  John  Smith,  Kitq.,  Ih*,  and  the}' are 
hereby  a]ipointcil  a  coiniiiittee  to  reiinir  to  nur  settlement  at 
Wyoming  witli  onr  SuttlcrM,  an<l  they,  or  the  major  part  of 
tfaeni,  t<)  i)nler  ami  ilirt^t  in  all  airairx  relatiii;{  to  thu  well  or- 
derinK  'tn<l  (fi'verninji  xaiil  Mettlt'm  and  SettleraentH ;  and  thiLt 
the  proprif*torx  i)r  fanh  of  thf  flvf  towniihlpHlaid  out  at  Wyom- 
ing, nhttil  have  full  lilierty  to  (thooBe  one  [lerHon  Tor  each  town,  ■ 
to  Iw  a  Comiiiitt^  Man  to  join  the  alxivi-  (ienllemen,  the  whol»* 
to  l>e  but  one  entire  Committee  for  the  purjiOHe  aforertaid. 

Voted,  that  thiMnomiir,  taking  into  conHiderntioii  theBpecittl 
HBoofBrKTuniwiiu  "ef vices  done  thin  f.'omi>^' hy  Captoin  T^oxaruH 
U»  Bu-aruACo.  Htewart, Willliani  Stewart  anil  others,  their  nn- 
HOoiateH,  in  laking  and  regaining  possession  for  iis  on  our  piir- 
obase  on  Suxq*  river,  that  they  and  their  aiwoeiateH  shall  have 
and  lie  entitled  to  all  the  ('oni]*''  rights  to  the  townshliiH  they 
have  nliOHen,  Culleil  Hannover,  iinleHH  they  may  be  willing  to 
admit  some  few  olheri-.  whom  they  Esteem  themoMt  deiierviiig, 
to  come  in  f<)r  n.  Hhnre  with  tliem.  proviiled  they  keep  and  hold 
jiOHHeiiision  aceoniing  to  tile  former  votes  of  said  Company. 
■  Voted,  that  Nathaniel  Wales  3\  lie  and  remain  u  proprietor 
in  the  flrst  township  granted  to  the  lirst  forty  settlerti. 

Whereas,  the  township  of  Lackawanna  iH  found  not  to  he  so 
good  and  viiltiable  tis  was  expei^ted,  it  is  now  voted,  that  said 
township  shall  l)e,  and  the  name  is  hereby  granted  to  tlie  thirty 
five  proprietors  that  are  alreaiU  put  into  said  town.  rexervinK 
three  rights  in  said  Town,  aecording  to  the  votes  r("si>eetiii({ 
the  other  Towns;  provided  they  shall  hohl  iJOisession  aceonlinK 
to  the  votes  of  said  Company. 

This  meeting  is  adjourned  to  meet  iit  Hartftinl.  May  M,  177). 
S.  Uray,  Clerk. 

Part  of  the  300  to  go  in  the  spring  of  ITtH). 
Moses  Hit>I>ard,  Silvester  Daekus, 

EbeneMT  Oray,  .Timr. ,  James  Piteh, 

Nat h' Walesa^,  Zebnloii  Hibhanl, 

"Wrhomas  Brown,  John  Howard,  Jnnr. 

Haktkobd.  January  the  30,  17R5. 

Ree''  of  Capt.  Johnathan  Hills  of  Hartfonl.  nine  BpanlHli 
milled  doUarf,  for  the  pnrchase  of  one  right  at  Snsq',  voted  to 
l)e  purnhused  at  a  meeting  the  :KI"'  of  Novem'  last.  I  say  reii' 
IK-r  David  Ed\var<ls  ime  of  the  romiiiittee: 

Entered  28'"  of  Heeem',  1708,  \tfy  E.liray. 
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-^^. ^      «...       Voted,  that  application  be  made  to  the  Gen- 

P«UUon  for  civil  ,     ,     '        ,,         ..,  .      ^    ,  .      *,  >     * 

QoTenunent  mt  wy-   era!  Assembly  oi  thi8  Colony  in  May  next,  for 
'^'  the  Establishment  of  Civil  government  ampng 

the  Settlers  in  the  Susq*  Country,  within  the  limits  of  the  Char- 
ter of  this  Col  on  V. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Blizur  Talout  be  appointed  to  forward  and 
proBecate  the  petition  as  above  mentioned.    • 

Whereas,  there  are  many  proprietors  of  the  Snsq*  parchase 

tJiat  have  not  paid  up  the  taxes  already  granted  on  the  Busq* 

eights,  it  is  now  Voted,  that  the  same  be  paid  by  the  first  <lay 

C3f  May  next,  and  all  such  proprietors  s^  shall  refuse  or  neglect 

"C^o  pay  the  same  by  that  time,  their  rights  shall  be  forfeitcKl 

£j&nd  revert  to  the  Company. 

Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Comp^  be  returned  to  the  Hon. 
^YTm.  Sam*  Johnson,  Esq.,  for  his  special  Services  done  for  this 
<iomp^  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer 
^l)e  desired  to  present  the  same  accordingly. 

Voted,  that  there  be  a  Committee  of  five   men   appointed, 

yrho  shall  be  empowered  to  receive  in  Settlers,  who  have  been 

flQfTerers  by  reason  of  their  being  drove  off  their  settling  rights, 

g  Rtebto       ^^   ^^  being    imprisoned,  or    that  have  been 

hindered  from  repairing  to,  or  holding  their 
A^d  rights  by  act  of  Providence ;  to  fill  up  the  live  townships 
^tiAt  are  already  laid  out. 

Provided,  that  no  person  or  persons  that  now  are  admitted 
^^Yici  that  are  now  on  or  in  said  townships  holding  the  same 
^%-<ccording  to  the  former  votes  of  this  Comp^,  or  are  now  ini- 
K:^ritfoned  or  absent  by  leave  from  the  Committee  who  return 
^^yeoording  to  the  license  from  said  Committee  shall  be  liable  to 
^i^r  be  removed  from  or  out  of  any  of  the  said  five  townships. 
^^Vlso  voted,  that  the  Committee  now  appointed,  are  hereby 
*s^miubip«  at  c»p-   empowered  to  lay  out  one  or  more  Townships 

at  Capouse  Meadows,  five  miles  square,  to  forty 

ittlers,  divided  into  forty-three  shares,  three  for  public  use, 

in  the  other  Townships,  in  order  to  supply  said  sufferers; 

respect  being  had  to  the  time  and  nature  of  their  sufferings, 

provided  the  said  sufferers  sliall  apply  to  the  said  Committee, 

.any  time  before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  then  go  to  the 

said  township,  and  hold  and  improve  the  same,  upon  the  same 

terms  the  other  settlers  hold  the  other  townships. 

Voted  that  said  Committee  are  likewise  empowered  to  order 
and  direct  when  new  townships  shall  be  laid  out  of  5  miles 
Square,  divided  into  flf ty-threo  rights  or  shares,  three  for  pub- 
TomuAipB  to  bo  llo  use  when  they  shall  be  applied  for  by  twenty 
pSqirSob of  90*inS^  proprietors  by  themselves  or  agents,  for  lands 

to  settle  on  as  a  part  of  their  proprietor's  right, 
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each  Hglit  be  gi-anteil  for  defraying-  the  charEe!)  of  the  Comp*, 
an<]  theeipensesof  tliose  wboBbalt  «"  upon  the  lands,  and  that 
as  a  Kcnerul  Collection  of  the  tax  can  not  likely  be  made  so 
soon  an  the  inont^y  will  be  wanted  for  tbotie  who  go  to  take 
pOBsetelon,  that  said  Coniinittee  be  desired  to  apply  to  as  many 
of  the  proprietors  as  they  Can,  between  tlie  time  of  this  meet- 
ing anil  the  time  to  which  it  shall  lie  adjourned,  and  ooDect  of 
said  proprietors  as  much  as  tliey  can  l>e  per«UBded  to  disbtiTse 
on  tho  present  occasion  ;  or  take  good  eeciirity  payable  to  the 
Treasurer  in  »  whort  time,  for  such  sum  aa  any  person  will  l»e 
willing  to  advance,  to  lie  improved  to  supply  those  who  shall 
go  forward,  an<l  such  other  purposes  as  the  ComiP  shall  order 
and  that  said  Committee  make  a  report  of  what  they  shall 
do  in  the  premiwes,  to  said  adjourned  meeting.  That  such  pro- 
prietors as  shall  Ihi  willing  tondvanee  orsecnre  more  than  their 
propel-  propiirl  ion  of  said  tax,  Hliall  lie  refunded  and  paid  wliat 
theysliall  so  advance  over  and  above  Sufflctent  to  pay  such 
person's  own  tax.  out  ot  the  general  tax.  when  sufBoient  for 
that  purpn.se  sliall  l>e  collected,  aliove  what  fs  necessury  for 
tlio.se  who  Shall  go  and  take  possession  as  aforesaid,  and  on 
failure  of  such  Collection,  to  be  allowed  therefor  in  the  eettle- 
ment  of  said  lands,  when  that  shall  take  place. 

Voted, that  the  al»ov»' Committee  collect  and  pay  to  the  Treas- 
urer, said  two  dollars  nf  such  proprietors,  grante<l  as  aforesaid 
to  he  improved  for  tho  purpose  iiforeBaid, 

Voted  that  tho  300  men t ion e<l  in  the  vote  passed  on  the  la** 
day  of  April,  17110,  to  go  on  iipuu  the  Snsq*  river  lands,  sliall 
have  liberty  to  go  ujion  said  lands  according  to  the  tenor  of  said 
vote,  provided  they  i^hull  go  by  the  first  day  of  June  next. 

Adjourned  to  the  J'""  day  of  April  next  at  Windham. 

Teste  Sam'  «ray.  Clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Siisq*  Coini*'  held  nt  Windham,  by  atl- 
Journment,  .\priW",  1771. 

Elimr  Tal'-ot,  Moderator.     Bam'  Gray.  Clerk. 

Whereas,  the  Snsii' Cii[niii  at  their  meeting  held  in  Windham 
on  the  13'"  of  March  last.  Voted,  that  340  Settlers,  together 
with  the  Bottlers  to  whom  the  township  (if  Hannover  was 
granted,  flionid  as  soon  as  might  i>e  rejuur  to  Wyoming  on 
Busq"  River,  and  take  possession  nf  our  settlenient  there,  and 
hold  the  Pame,  &a.  :  and  that  in  Cose  any  <if  said  Settlers  shoiihl 
negleot  to  go  and  take  iio^^Hession,  &<•„,  (hat  then  any  other 
person  or  jiersons  that  sbonld  g<)  aud  take  posses.-tion,  &c.,  ao- 
eording  to  the  former  v<ite^  of  wiid  Comp' ;  i^ucli  other  person 
or  persons  should  each  one  Ixi  I'litiili'd   lo  onesettling  right. 


CLAIMING  LANDS  IN  WYOMING.  79 

and  as  an  encouragement,  that  each  Settler  at  his  setting  ont 
should  receive  five  dollars  towards  iiiB  expenses;  and  it  was 
also  voted  that  the  800  mentioned  in  the  vote  i)assed  the  12  day 
of  April,  1769,  should  have  lil)erty  to  go  on  upon  said  lands 
according  to  the  tenor  of  said  vote  ;  provided,  they  should  go 
on  by  the  first  day  of  June  next,  at  which  meeting  on  the  V\ 
of  March  last  a  tax  of  two  dolls,  on  a  right  was  grantt^d  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid ;  and  a  Committee  appouited  to  Collect  Said 
Tax,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  (yomp',  and  also 
said  Committee  was  directed  to  take  the  names  of  such  per- 
sons as  would  agree  to  go  upon  said  lands  according  to  the 
tenor  of  said  votes,  and  make  their  report  to  this  meeting, 
to  be  further  proceeded  on,  as  Should  seem  most  prudent,  as  by 
8aid  vote  of  said  meeting  on  the  13"*  day  of  March,  may  more 
fully  appear. 

An<l  whereas,  the  Major  part  of  said  Committee  have  made 
their  report  in  the  premises,  it  appears  from  said  report,  that 
it  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  proprietors  so  far  as  they  ha^e 
been  Consulted,  which  extends  to  a  very  considerable  part  of 
said  Compy,  that  it  is  desirable  to  defend  our  possessions  on 
Busq*  Kiver  with  life  and  spirit,  and  they  appear  universally 
willing   to  extend  what  shall   be  neces.^ary  for   that  purpose. 

The  proprietors  do-  and  seemed  determined  to  prosecute  our  claim 
termlne  to  defend    .,.  ,        ,.  /^         *-^*-  i  j.tx 

their  poBseasions.       to  those  lands  in  every  Constitutional  way  that 

Can  t>e  devised,  until  the  same  shall  be  in  some  legal  way  de 
termined. 

Yet  it  i»  judged  by  many  of  the  proprietors,  that  as  we  have 
now  a  petition  lying  before  the  General  Assembly,  praying 
them  to  take  into  consider  it  ion  the  general  claim  of  this  Colony 
to  those  Western  lands,  which  it  is  exp^^cted  will  ba  acted  upon 
at  the  next  sessions,  and  as  it  seems  ahiiost  imp:^ssible  but  that 
the  Assembly  on  Consi<leration  of  the  Colony's  title, will  judge 
the  same  good,  and  Claim  the  same  accordingly,  which  deter- 
mination may  be  of  great  advantage  in  tlefendinir  our  particular 
right,  and  that  we  may  pay  a  due  deference  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  the  proprietors  Judge  it  most  prudenr,  actually  to  delay 
going  on  to  said  lands  according  to  said  votes,  until  oppor- 
tunity to  know  the  minds  of  the  Assemhly.  for  which  reason 
many  have  neglecte<l  to  pay  said  tax,  and  thosn  who  intend  t<» 
goand  take  possession. decline  goingat  pres<»nt.  and  though  som-^ 
others  are  of  opinion  it  is  best  to  set  out  forthwitli  and  endea- 
vour to  regain  our  possession  there,  yet  thes.»  different  senti- 
ments have  prevented  our  being  prepared  to  (Tarry  Siiid  Vote 
into  Execution  at  this  time,  and  Therefore,  it  is  unanimously 
^gree<1  and  voted,  to  suspend  entering  on  said  lands  according 
"to  H^^ifl  votes  passed  the  13"^  of  March  last,  until  the  adjourned 
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iiieetinK  to  be  held  at  Hartfonl  on  the  15"  of  May  next,  and  Ibat 
(luriiigttajd  term  until  Miid  mveting.  said  Committee  are  hereby 
directed  tt>  |)ureue  aaid  votee,  and  Collect  said  tax,  and  procare 
the  nuiuber  of  itettlers  to  get  ready  to  set  out  agreeably  to  twid 
voted,  atHiich  timeaiiBuid  adjourned  meetinKahalt  judge  most 
Expedient,  and  such  tiet tiers  as  Hball  proceed  forward  agreeably 
to  such  votes,  or  ordered  of  said  adjourned  meeting  to  beheld 
in  Hartford  in  Uay  next,  shall  be  entitled  lo  all  the  rights  and 
lirivileges  voted  and  granted  to  theu)  nt  the  meeting  held  at 
Windham  on  the  13'^  of  March  last,  in  the  saiue  manner  aa 
They  coiild,  would,  or  uiight  have  lieeu,  had  they  proceeded 
according  to  uaid  vote  without  any  delay.     Voted  Nem.  Cou. 

Wherean.  Major  John  Durkee  and  several  others  of  the  pro- 
Iirietomof  llieSuMi'purchaHeareconlliiedin  the  Common  goal 
in  the  province  of  Pen n*.  and  are  there  destitute  of  friends 
and  money  which  renders  their  situation  extremely  distressed 
and  alTecting  to  all  who  have  any  just  ideas  of  their  sufferings, 
and  application  having  been  uiade  at  this  meeting  for  some 
relief,  this  meeting  taking  this  matter  Into  serious  Considera- 
tion, Voted,  That  the  piim  of  fM  be  immediately  raised  and 
sent  to  Major  Durkee,  iiiid  the  others,  for  their  relief,  and  as 
there  is  no  money  now  in  the  Treasury,  it  is  Voted, 

That  the  following  provision  shall  l>e  made  for  raising  th« 
aforesaid  sum,  viz:  Ihat  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  apply 
forthwith  tu  the  proprietors  in  the  several  towns,  and  advise 
them  of  the  tlistresseil  situation  of  the  said  Major  Durkee,  Sic, 
and  requetit  the  proprletoni,  to  jHiy  to  snoh  persons  applying 
such  sums  as  they  may  think  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  ad- 
vance to  the  relief  of  our  <listressed  friends  aforesaid,  and  that 
every  Sum  »n  advanced  be  immediately  Sent  to  the  Treasurer, 
and  tltat  the  Treasurer  reiiay  to  such  proprietor  or  proprietors 
the  several  Sum  or  Siiuis  they  shall  so  advance,  as  soon  as  the 
Hame  Can  be  collected  out  of  the  debts  or  tax  due  to  said  Com- 

And  if  sutHcient  sums  shall  not  be  collected  in  the  above 
method,  then  if  any  of  the  friends  of  the  persons  Confined  as 
aforeiiaiil,  or  either  of  them,  shall  procure  in  whole  or  in  part, 
of  the  above  sum.  and  send  the  same  to  be  distributed  among 
them,  as  aforesaid,  tluit  then  such  sums  so  procured,  shall  be 
refunded  to  them  in  like  Manner  as  the  same  is  provided  above, 
to  l)e  paid  to  the  proprietors ;  and  in  case  both  said  methods 
shall  fail,  that  the  Committee  <is  soon  as  may  be.  Collect  the 
Huid  sum,  and  send  to  the  said  Major  Durkee,  &c.,  as  aforesaid, 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  if  it  so  happen  that  a  Collection 
Cannot  \te.  made  f<ir  the  general  pitrpose  aforesaid,  that  then 
if  the  friends  of  either  of  said  prisoners  Shall  raise  a  sum  of 
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Jloney^  and  send  to  either  of  said  prisoners,  then  in  that  Case 
the  same  shall  be  refunded  out  of  the  Treasury  aforesaid*  in 
manner  aforesaid,  provided   the  sum  so  raised  do  not  exceed 

to  Major  Durkee  £34,  and  either  of  the  others, 
T     °     '   viz:  Simeon  Draper.  Dan*  Gore,  Asa  Ludding- 
ton  and  Thomas  Bennet  the  sum  of  £4  each,  which  makes  the 
^  Sum  of  £54. 

Voted,  that  Ebenezer  Backus,  Capt.  Silas  Parks,  William 
Hi^rlburt,  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  William  Gallop,  Increase  Mosely, 
Blizur  Talout,  Joseph  Eaton,  Robert  Durkee,  Zebulon  Butler, 
John  Perkins,  Ezra  Bewell,  John  Jenkins,  Nathaniel  Loomis, 
Jeremiah  Angel,  Johnathan  Petti  bone.  Gad.  Stanley,  John 
Smith,  and  Obadiah  Gore  be  a  committee  to  make  application 
to  the  proprietors,  in  order  to  collect  the  above  sum  of  £50, 
and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  proprietors,  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  in  said  vote. 

Whereas,  there  are  several  persons  belonging  to  Penn'  gov- 
ernment, now  residing  among  Us  in  this  Colony,  who  were 
obliged  to  depart  our  settlements  at  Susq*  by  reason  of  the 
forcible  proceedings  of  A  mos  Ogden  and  others,  his  accomplices 
against  them,  while  defending  our  possessions  there,  which 
persons  by  means  of  leaving  their  Estates,  families  and  business 
there,  seem  justly  to  deserve  some  assistance  from  the  Com- 
pany here  for  their  support,  which  persons  have  been  supplied 
in  part  by  Mr.  Ebenezer  Backus  of  Windham,  and  will  stand 
in  need  of  further  assistance  for  necessary  support,  both  as  to 
provisions  and  some  articles  of  clothing ;  It  is  therefore  Voted, 
that  the  Cost  already  arisen  for  their  support  since  they  Came 
into  this  Colony,  including  what  they  expended  in  this  Colony 
on  their  journey  to  Windham,  as  well  as  since,  and  what  shall 
be  needful  for  their  Comfortable  support  until  the  IS***  day  of 
May  next,  shall  be  paid  to  those  who  shall  so  support  them, 
out  of  the  Treas^  of  said  Comp',  by  order  on  the  Treas.,  drawn 
by  the  Committee,  who  are  also  empowered  to  adjust  &  settle 
the  accounts  exhibited  by  any  person  or  persons  in  the  premises. 

Voted,  that  the  standing  Committee  forthwith  Send,  or  pro- 
care  to  be  sent,  the  £50  in  money  voted  to  be  sent  to  Major 
Darkee,  &c.,  in  the  most  safe,  expeditious  and  prudent  Man- 
ner they  Can,  to  be  distributed  by  said  Major  Durkee,  &c.,  ac- 
cording to  s*  vot«. 

Voted,  that  Sam»  Gray,  Sam*  Webb  and  Andrew  French,  be 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into,  settle,  and  adjust  all  the  monies 
that  have  been  paid  out  of  the  Oomp^'  Treasury,  for  the  use  of 
the  Com p',  and  how  the  same  has  been  disposed  of  l)y  those 
who  have  received  the  same,  a  id  make  their  report  to  Some 
Meeting,  duly  warned,  as  soon  as  may  be. 
I^-VOI.  XVIII. 


.  > 
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Vot«d,  th&t  the  BtanditiK  Committee  living  in  Winilbftm 
<Eioept  Sam'Orayi  bea  oommlttee  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer 
relative  to  all  the  money  at  any  time  received  Into  the  Ti-Aasary, 
or  that  ought  to  be  paid  into  the  same,  and  make  their  report 
to  some  meeting  of  said  Gomp',  as  soon  as  the  same  is  aoooinp- 
lished. 

This  meeting  Is  dissolved. 

Tmm  Sam'  Oray,  Clark. 


At  a  meeting  uf  the  Bosq*  Gomp'  held  by  adjournment  at 
Hartford,  Hay  IS,  177t. 

Voted,  that  James  Bird  be  added  to  the  Committee  (or 
gathering  and  receiving  the  last  two  dollars  tax  granted,  ami 
pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Company. 

Voted,  that  8am'  Oray  shall  attend  the  Qeneral  Atwnmbly, 
and  aasist  in  preparing  the  Sasq*  Case  for  a  hearing. 

Adjoamsd  to  the  38*  inst.  at  Hartfonl. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  8usq*  Comp^,  held  by  adjoarnment  at 
Hartford,  Uay  dS,  1771. 
Voted,  to  adjoarn  to  the  13^  of  June  next  at  Windham. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Sosq*  Co'np'  held  at  Windham  by  ad- 
Jonminent,  June  13'",  1771. 

Major  Talcot,  Moderator,     Elam'  Grey,  elerk. 

Whereas,  this  Gompr  at  their  meeting  held  at  Windham. 
March  IS.  1771, 

Voted,  that  it  was  necessary  and  best  for  the  Interest  of  this 
Comp*,  to  regain  and  hold  poBsesston  of  onr  settlements  at 
Wyoming,  and  in  ordnr  thereto,  it  was  voted,  that  the  040  Set- 
tlers formerly  voted  In.asalso  those  settlers  to  whom  the  town- 
ship of  Hannover  was  granted,  should  go  forward  'and  takt* 
possession  of  our  lands  at  Wyoming  by  the  Rrst  day  of  Jano 
instant,  and  at  the  meeting  of  this  Comp'ia  April,  it  was  voted 
and  agreed  further,  to  suspend  entering  on  said  !and  till  thn 
adjourned  meeting  held  at  Hartford,  Hay  15^  last,  which  meet- 
ing by  Kuudry  adjournments  Come  to  this  time,  a.nd  It  is  now 
judged  necessary  and  b«Ht,  arid  Voted,  that  the  said  540  Set- 
tlers immediately  go  forward  and  take  poeseesioQ  of  onr  lands 
at  Wyoming,  and  hold  the  same  aaoordlng  to  the  former  vote 
of  this  Oomp^,  at  their' meeting  held  at  Windham  in  Maroh 
and  April  last,  and  that  they  be  on  saii)  lands  by  the  10^  day 
of  Jaly  next. 
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Whereas,  it  is  probable  some  of  the  settlers  will  fall  of  g^ing 
on  and  taking^  possession  of  their  settling  rights,  according  to 
the  votes  of  this  Comp^,  and  some  others  have  forfeited  their 
settling  rights  by  unfaithfulness,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
fill  np  the  said  number  of  540  Settlers. 

It  is  now  Voted,  that  the  Comp'  of  Settlers  when  they  have 
got  possession  of  said  lands,  either  by  themselves,  or  by  Com- 
mittee by  them  Chosen,  shall  have  full  power  to  admit  new 
Settlers  upon  Such  forfeited  rights,  and  fill  the  said  number 
ap,  if  good,  able  and  faithful  men  shall  offer  themselves. 

And  if  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  agrieved  at  the  doings 
.of  said  Compy  of  Settlers,  or  of  such  Committee  as  they  shi^ll 
appoint,  respecting  the  disposing  of  any  such  forfeited  right 
or  rights  they  shall  have  liberty  to  lay  such  grievance  before 
this  Compy  at  some  future  meeting,  to  be  determined  by  this 
Comp'  at  such  meeting. 

Voted,  that  James  Hannah,  Philip  Goss,  David  Carver, 
Andrew  Graham,  John  Bacon,  Jun.,  Thomas  Fanning,  Benj. 
Dorchester,  Ebenezer  Learned  and  Johnathan  Buck  "Nine 
Partners,**  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  ColJecting  the  last 
two  dollars  tax  that  was  granted,  and  pay  the  same  to  the 
Treasurer. 

Whereas,  William  Speady,  James  Bigger  and  Richard  Cook, 
did  In  Ja'  last  join  with  and  assist  our  people  in  endeavoring 
to  hold  the  possession  of  our  lands  at  Wyoming,  but  were  after 
SL  manly  resistance  drove  off,  and  are  now  about  to  return  with 
our  people  to  take  possession  of  our  lands  at  Wyoming. 

It  is  now  Voted,  that  the  said  William  Speady,  James  Bigger 
and  Richard  Cook  be  each  of  them  entitled  to  one  settling  right 
in  said  lands,  of  such  rights  as  are  or  shall  be  forfeited,  to  be 
admitted  by  the  Committee  that  shall  be  Chosen  to  admit  set- 
tlers to  nil  up  such  rights  as  are  forfeited. 

Whereas,  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq*  Comj)^  purchase 
belonging  to  New  London  in  October  last  did  advance  seventy- 
five  dollars  to  Captain  Latimore  and  a  number  of  Men  that 
went  with  him  to  Delaware  river  in  order  to  relieve  our  Set- 
tlers that  were  in  distress,  and  to  endeavor  to  retake  our  Fort 
and  now  apply  to  the  Company  in  some  measure  to  repay  the 
same,  it  is  now  Vot-ed,  that  in  Consideration  thereof,  EHphalet 
Lester  of  New  London,  who  has  two  rights  to  dispose  of  that 
he  rec**  of  Mr.  Gershom  Breed  one  of  the  standing  Committee^ 
shall  dispose  of,  or  sell,  said  two  rights  in  said  purchase,  and 
pay  said  75  dollars  to  those  who  advanced  the  same. 

This  meeting  is  dissolved.     Teste,  Sam*  Gray,  Clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*   Comp^  at  Windham,  lawfully 
w»rn(*d  and  hehl  Oct.  9,  177U 
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Elixar  Tul«at,  Hoilerator.     Bain'  Gray,  Cleric. 

Whereua,  th«ru  is  a  numbfir  of  the  hundred  rights' formerly 
voted  to  be  Hold,  that  remain  unsold  and  not  dispoaod  of;  It 
itt  now  Voted,  that  Hapt.  Joseph  Hurlburt  of  New  London, 
Hlial)  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  aetl  and  dispose  of  ten 
o(  those  remaining  rii^lits,  at  the  sum  of  £12  L.  H.  per  riKht, 
uiid  to  render  an  account  thereof  to  the  Btandln^  Committee, 
for  the  use  of  said  Company. 

Voted,  that  Sam' Ely,  Esq.,  ba  appointed  a  Committeeman 
til  collect  the  two  dollars  tax  granted  last  March. 

Voted,  that  all  those  penions  that  have  been  appointttd  to 
collect  and  receive  money  for  the  taxes,  &o.,  granted  by  tbis 
Comp)  are  desired  forthwith  to  transmit  their  acoounts  to  Sam' 
Gray,  Elsq. ,  and  to  the  standing  Committee,  and  settle  tbe 
same ;  and  that  those  persons  that  have  received  of  tha  Conip'* 
Money  to  dispose  of,  are  forthwltli  desired  to  send  In  their 
accounts  to  the  said  Sam'  Uray,  Esq. ,  or  to  the  standing  Com- 
mittee, to  settle  the  same. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Cornp*  lawfully  warned  and  held 
at  Norwich,  April  1,  1773. 

Whereas,  this  Comp'  are  fully  sensible  of  the  Equity  and 
Justice  of  the  Olaims  to  the  Biisq°  CompT  So  called,  and  of 
the  rectitude  of  titpir  intention  in  prosecuting  their  claim, 
which  has  been  to  gain  possession  of  those  lands,  in  order  to 
lay  a  foundation  for  a  legal  trial  and  decision  of  their  Cause; 
yet  instead  of  the  proprietors  of  said  Pennsylvania  bringing 
forward  or  prosecuting  any  Civil  action  in  which  the  title  to 
those  lands  might  be  set  up,  and  brought  in  question  for  a  legal 
decision  and  determination ;  instead  thereof  have  mode  divers 
attempts  to  drive  us  off  by  force,  though  under  preti'st  of  law 
process  for  riots  and  actione  of  a  Criminal  nature,  by  which 
means  great  violence  and  some  bloodnhed  has  happened.  Con- 
trary to  our  intentions  and  inclinations,  but  as  we  are  det«tr- 
mined  to  prosecute  our  Claim  by  every  legal  way  nnd  means, 
and  to  prevent  future  violence  and  bloodshed.  Voted,  that 
some  proper  person  or  persone,  be  appointed  to  proceed  to 
Philadelphia  ax  soon  as  maybe,  and  address  his  Honor  Hov. 
Penn.  and  with  him  Confer  upon  what  method  may  be  taken 
to  bring  the  Contending  Claims  of  the  proprietors  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  Susq'  Conip'  to  a  legal  and  Equitable  decision, 
thntall  tumullsaud  violHUceH  for  the  future  may  be  prevented. 

Voted,  that  Capl.  Joseph  Trumbull  be.  and  he  Is  hereby  ap' 
[xilnled  agent  for  this  OomT>'.  as  soon  as  may  he  to  repair  to 
Philadelphia  and  wait  on  his  Honor  Governor  Penn.  agreeable 
to  tbe  above  rote. 
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„^^,     ,      ^.    ..       Voted,  that  application  be  made  to  the  Gen- 

Fetltton  for  civil  '  '^'^ 

ooT€rniiMBt  mt  wy-    eral  Assembly  of  thi8  Colony  in  May  next,  for 
^*"  the  Establishment  of  Civil  government  ampni; 

the  Settlers  in  the  Susq*  Coantry,  within  the  limits  of  the  Char- 
ter of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Blizur  Talcut  be  appointed  to  forward  and 
prosecate  the  petition  as  above  mentioned.    • 

Wliereas,  there  are  many  proprietors  of  the  Snsq*  purchase 
that  have  not  paid  up  the  taxes  already  granted  on  the  Busq* 
rights,  it  is  now  Voted,  that  the  same  be  paid  by  the  first  <lay 
of  May  next,  and  all  such  proprietors  as  shall  rafuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  the  same  by  that  time,  their  rights  shall  be  forfeitcKl 
and  revert  to  the  Company. 

Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Comp^  be  returned  to  the  Hon. 
Wm.  6am*  Johnson,  Esq. ,  for  his  special  Services  done  for  this 
Comp'  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  Hon.  Elipbalet  Dyer 
be  desired  to  present  the  same  accordingly. 

Voted,  that  there  be  a  (Committee  of  five  men  appointed, 
who  shall  be  empowered  to  receive  in  Settlers,  who  have  been 
safTerers  by  reason  of  their  being  drove  off  their  settling  rights, 
o_-     -.  «.  ^.         or    l>y  being    imprisoned,  or    that  have  been 

hindered  from  repairing  to,  or  holding  their 
said  rights  by  act  of  Providence ;  to  fill  up  the  five  townships 
tiiat  are  already  laid  out. 

Provided,  that  no  person  or  persons  that  now  are  admitt«}d 
and  that  are  now  on  or  in  said  townships  holding  the  same 
according  to  the  former  votes  of  this  Comp^,  or  are  now  im- 
prisoned or  absent  by  leave  from  the  Committee  who  return 
according  to  the  license  from  said  Committee  shall  be  liable  to 
or  be  removed  from  or  out  of  any  of  the  said  five  townships. 
Also  voted,  that  the  Committee  now  appointed,  are  hereby 
lynrnsbiiM  «t  c»p-  empowered  to  lay  out  one  or  more  Townships 
*""••  at  Capouse  Meadows,  five  miles  square,  to  forty 

settlers,  divided  into  forty-three  shares,  three  for  public  use, 
as  in  the  other  Townships,  in  order  to  supply  said  sufferers; 
respect  being  had  to  the  time  ami  nature  of  their  sufferings, 
provided  the  said  sufferers  sliall  apply  to  the  said  Committee, 
any  time  before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  then  go  to  the 
said  township,  and  hold  and  improve  the  same,  upon  the  same 
terms  the  other  settlers  hold  the  other  townships. 

Voted  that  said  Committee  are  likewise  empowered  to  order 
and  direct  when  new  townships  shall  be  laid  out  of  5  miles 
Square,  divided  into  fifty-three  rights  or  shares,  three  forjmb- 
TVywotta  1  ps  to  bo  Ho  use  when  they  shall  be  applied  for  by  twenty 
jSie^mi  of  »%^  proprietors  by  themselves  or  agents,  for  lands 

to  settle  on  as  a  part  of  their  proprietor's  right. 
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provided  always  thai  do  pnrooD  ahali  have  any  lands  laid  out 
to  liitn,  or  shall  be  racelved  Into  any  townHhIpati  a  proprie- 
tor, until  he  briDKti  a  Certifloate  trom  the  Clerk  of  this  Coinp' 
tltat  he  is  a  proprietor  and  has  paid  all  the  taxes  due  on  hia 
rights  or  ocherwixe  Satisfy  thn  Committee  now  appointed  to 
lay  out.  townships,  that  they  are  proprietors  In  said  purohase, 
and  have  paid  a)l>Ihe  taxes  due  on  their  said  rights ;  or  If  any 
tHXes  be  due,  that  they  pay  the  Same  to  the  said  Gornmittee 
tusauian  malt  oo-  '**'  ****  "^  °'  "^^^  Comp" ;  and  that  there  shall 
uupr  Hcb  Tovnp.  be  twenty  Bettlers,  settled  within  each  of  said 
townships  within  two  years  froui  the  time  of 
Itiying  out  the  same,  In  order  that  said  proprietors  of  said 
Townships  shall  hold  the  bamc. 

Also,  Voted,  that  If  there  shall  bn  nior«  of  the  agriered  set- 
llers  that  shall  appear  by  the  timif  aforesaid  to  settle  on  said 
daiTariDiTownp,  on  lands,  the  said  Committee  are  hereby  entpow- 
Hunrr  c™«it.  ered  to  lay  out  a  township  on  Muuoy  Creek,  of 

six  miles  square,  to  flfty-three  proprietors,  if  no  many  shall  ap- 
pmr  by  the  time  aforesaid,  to  be  laid  out  into  fifty-three  shares 
unci  if  not  filled  up  by  such  suffering  settlers  the  other  shares 
to  l>e  filled  up  by  the  proprietors  that  oome  on  to  settle  on 
their  original  rights  Except  the  three  public  rights  reserved 
for  public  use  to  be  under  the  same  regulations  that  the  other 
townships  are. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  held  at  Hart- 
ford. April  33,  1778. 

Whereas  theru  are  many  memorials  and  Complaints  now  Ex- 
hibited to  this  meeting  of  interesting  Consequence  to  the  set- 
tlers, and  this  Comp'  is  not  furnished  with  proper  Bxfalbltx 
justly  to  determine  the  same.  It  is  now  thought  best  and— 

Voted,  to  refer  the  Consideration  of  all  thd  aforesaid  Com- 
plaints and  Memorials  to  the  ('onslderation  of  this  ijomp^  at 
their  Adjourned  Meeting  In  June  next,  and  that  there  shall 
he  a.  letter  of  advice  wrote  ti>  the  Settlers  on  said  Susq*  land, 
advising  them  of  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  this  meeting, 
and  that  they  endeavor  to  make  an  amicable  Settlement  of  all 
their  platntH  and  grievanoes,  and  that  the  settlers  appoint  a 
proiwr  Committee  to  apt>ear  at  said  a<ljoumed  meeting,  anil 
inform  said  meeting  relative  to  said  Complaints,  that  they  may 
h<-  heard  and  Equitably  redressed,  it  not  settled   bt-fore. 

U|>on  the  memorial  of  IJlisha  Williams,  Thomas  Bolldlng 
(KaUlwin)  anil  Silas  Dean,  a  Committee  of  the  Town  of  New 
WHalhersfleld.  Talestown,  Bethlehem,  Judea,  Charles  town  anil 
New  Slmsburg,  on  the  West  Branch  on  the  Susquehanna  River, 
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iu  part  of  their  general  rig^hts  iii  said  purchase,  praying  that 
they  may  have  a  township  granted  to  them  on  the  said  West 
Branch  of  said  River,  to  settle  on  Compact  together,  in  order 
to  secure  said  West  Branch. 

settienients  on  the  Voted,  that  the  proprietors  of  said  Township, 
West  Bimnota.  shall  have  one  Township  of  land  laid  out  on  the 

West  Branch  of  said  river,  in  some  proper  place,  for  the  security 
and  defense  of  said  West  Branch,  Six  Miles  Square,  and  that 
the  proprietors  of  said  Township  shall  forthwith  settle  on  said 
Township  to  the  number  of  120  settlers,  and  hold  and  keep  said 
Townshipiuopposition  to  any  claim  but  the  claim  of  this  Oomp^ ; 
and  that  said  township  now  granted,  shall  be  considered  as 
one  of  the  three  townships  formerly  granted  by  this  Compi^, 
on  tiie  West  Branch  of  said  river,  to  be  settled  for  the  security 
and  defense  of  our  said  purchase,  and  that  this  so  settling  and 
defending  and  holding  said  township  now  granted,  shall  be 
considered  and  allowed  in  lieu  of  the  settlements  on  the  above 
township,  according  to  the  votes  of  this  Comp^ ;  and  to  delay 
the  settlement  on  said  township  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or 
to  settle  sooner,  if  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to  themselves  and 
the  Oomp^i 

Civil  GoTernment  Voted,  that  Col.  Eliznr  Talent  and  Sam^Gray, 
prmyedfor.  Esq.,  as  agents  for  this  Com  pi"  prefer  a  mem- 

orial to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  to  be  held  at  Hartford  in  May  next  ;•  represent- 
ing that  the  great  difficulty  that  the  settlers  of  the  Susq"  pur- 
chase are  under  for  want  of  Civil  government  and  authority, 
prasring  that  Civil  government  may  now  be  appointed  for,  and 
among  the  settlers  on  the  Susquehanna  purchase. 

Whereas,  there  is  some  difficulty  with  respect  to  the  votes 
relative  to  the  township  of  Hannover^  and  the  number  of  said 
Hettlers  to  be  placed  in  said  township,  it  is  the  understanding 
of  this  meeting,  that  by  the  votes  of  this  Comp^,  Capt.  Lazarus 
Stewart  and  William  Stewart  and  their  associates,  should 
have  the  direction  of  filling  up  said  town  of  Hanover,  and  that 
there  shall  not  be  less  than  thirty-six  settlers  on  said  town  to 
hold  the  same,  the  regulation  of  said  town  to  be  nevertheless 
under  the  Control  of  this  Comp^,  as  the  other  towns  are* 

Whereas,  there  were  three  townships  of  land  formerly  granted 
'  as  a  gratuity  for  the  encouragement  of  settling  on  the  West 

Branch  of  Susq*  River  w)iich  are  not  yet  taken  up ; 
And  whereas,  this  Company  have  now  granted  one  of  said 

townships  to  the  proprietors  of  the  New  Weathersfleld,  &o. 
It  is  now  voted,  that  the  vote  of  this  Comp^,  with  respect  to 

tlie  other  two  townships  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reconsidered, 

lMI«Midenull  and  void. 


1 

if    r 
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Whereas,  thU  Coinp'  did  at  their  meetlni;  held  at  Windham. 
Oct.  9,  1771,  order  one  hundred  righls  or  whole  eharea  in  our 
asld  parchoHe  on  Siiaq'toba  sold,  which  rights  are  io  port 
sold.  It  is  now  Voted,  that  the  clerk  of  this  Comp'  shall  apply 
to  thone  persons  that  wereappointed  to  sell  i^id  rlKhtfi,  and 
knowwhat  are  ttold,  and  what  yot  remain  nnaold,  and  see  that 
tbe  same  are  Hsttled.  and  the  money  paid  In  for  the  use  of  thtt 
Comp',  and  that  there  Ehall  be  no  more  rights  sold  In  said 
purchase,  but  by  one  or  mora  of  the  slAndinff  Comiuittee  of 
this  Comp',  and  they  not  to  exceed  the  numb^  aforesaid 
with  what  has  been  sold. 

Voted,  that  the  proprietors  of  any  towns,  who  on  Caa^fnlly 
Bzaiolninff  the  sltaation  of  the  lands  they  have  pltobed  ODt  if 
Lootiona  nwr  M  <ilsBKreabl«i,  may  have  liberty  to  {rftsb  or  lOfXtite 
BtausMi,  anew,  not  interfering  with  any  prior  pitch  4>r 

location,  and  taking  the  same  steps  as  formerly  directed  by 
this  OoiDp'  by  surveying;  and  laying  out  the  same 

Voted,  that  the  whole  share  proprietorn  shall  hawe  liberty 
B«ii  vboie  abara  to  take  uptwo  fltty-thlrd  parts  in  the  flrat  towii 
'^nibi"  '"  "' '  he  shall  come  into,  or  one  fifty-third  part  f  n  thn 
two  first  townships  lin  shall  come  to. 

And  he  that  is  a  half  share  proprietor,  shall  have  liberty  to 
take  up  one  fifty-third  part  in  the  town  he  shall  just  Gome 
eitcb»  to  ba  Ob-  into,  which  shall  be  considered  in  fntare  in 
•*"«■-  laying  oiu  said   rights,  reserving   three  rights 

in  said  township  for  public  use,  according  to  the  former  votef 
of  this  Comp'. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  first  Monday  In  Jane 
next  at  Hartford. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq'Comp',  held  by  adjoammant  at 
Hartford.  June  2,  A.  D.  177a 

itruei«i  ot  nsna-  Whereas,  we  the  sunscribers,  Inhabitants  of 
■"■"'  Connecticut  in  New  England,  in  America  al- 

ready settled,  and  uboitt  to  settle  on  certain  lands  on  the  river 
Susq*  In  said  Colony,  by  us  and  our  associates  some  time  since 
purchased  of  the  original  natives  by  and  with  the  Consent  of 
the  said  colony  of  Connecticut ; 

And  Whereas,  the  same  lands  are  claimed  to  be  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Province  of  Penn*,  and  tbe  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut choosing  to  proceed  with  Caution  and  deliberation, 
have  applied  to  counsel  learned  in  the  law,  in  Great  Britain, 
for  (heir  advice  therein,  which  ot  present  the  Colony  have  not 
received,  hy  reason  whereof  we  have  an  yet  no  enlalilished  Civil 
Authority  residingamougusln said settlitment ;  in  t'onseqaeuce 
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of  which  deficiency  disorders  may  arise  tending  to  disturb  the 
peace  and  Harmony  of  the  settlers  as  well  as  the  peace  of  our 
Sovereignn  Lord  the  King  which  to  remedy  we  have  this  day 
Come  into  the  following^  headn  of  Articles  of  Agreement  with 
each  other : 

Loyalty  to  the  King  Pi^sL  We  do  solemnly  profess  and  declare  true 
of  Grwt  Britain.  and  Sincere  allegiance  to  his  Majesty  King 
George  III.  and  that  no  foreign  Prince,  person,  prelate,  poten- 
tate or  State  hath  or  ought  to  have  any  jurisdiction,  iK>wer  or 
aothority.  Ecclesiastical  or  Spiritual,  within  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land. 

ooodteha  Secondly.  We   do  solemnly  promise  and  en- 

gage, that  we  will,  so  far  as  lieth  in  our  power, 
behave  ourselves  peacably,  Soberly  and  orderly,  toward  each 
other  in  particular,  and  the  world  in  general.  Carefully  ob- 
serving and  obeying  the  laws  of  this  Colony,  as  binding  and 
of  force  with  us  equally  and  in  all  respects,  as  though  we  ac- 
tually resided  within  any  of  the  Counties  of  this  Colony. 
'  T%irflltf.  For  the  due  enforcing  such  laws,  as  well  as  such 
other  orders  and  regulations  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  found 
necessary  to  be  Come  into  by  said  Settlers  and  Company,  We 
will  immediately  within  each  town  already  settled,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  settlement  of  those  that  may  be  hereafter 
Settled,  choose  three  able  and  Judicious  men  among  such  set- 
tlers, to  take  upon  them  under  the  general  di- 
rections of  the  Compy,  the  direction  of  the  Set- 
tlement of  each  such  town,  and  the  well  ordering  and  govern- 
ing the  same;  to  suppress  vice  of  Every  Kind,  preserve  the 
peace  of  God  and  the  King  therein,  to  whom  each  inhabitant 
shall  pay  such  and  the  same  submission,  as  is  paid  to  the  Civil 
authority  in  the  several  towns  of  this  Colony.  Such  inhabitants 
Conatabio  to  be  shall  also  choose  in  each  of  their  respective 
ehopen.  towns,  one  person  of  tt*ust  to  be  their  officer, 

who  shall  be  vested  with  the  Same  power  and  authority  as 
a  Constable,  by  the  laws  of  this  Colony  is,  for  preserving  the 
peace,  and  apprehending  offenders  of  a  Criminal  or  Civil  na- 
ture. 

Directon  to  meet  Fourthly.  The  directors  in  each  town,  shall, 
montbry.  on  the  first  Mondav  of  each  month,  and  oftener 

if  need  be,  with  such  their  peace  officers,  meet  together  as 
well  to  Consult  for  the  good   regulating  thereof,  as  well   to 

hear  and  decide  any  differences  that  may  arise 

and  to  infiict  proper  fines  or  other  punishment 

on  offenders  according  to  the  general  laws  and  rules  of  this 

Colony,  so  far  as  the  peculiar  Situation  and  Circumstances  of 

Such  town  and  plantation  will  admit  of,  and  as  the  reforraa- 
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tion  of  ofTendeni  ie  the  principal  object  in  vi«w,  always  prefer- 
ing  BeriouB  admoaltloit  and  adrice  to  them,  and  their  making 
pablluSatlBfactlon  by  publloacknowlndgeineiit 
of  their  fault,  and  doing  Buch  public «ervloe  to 
the  plantation  as  th«  dlrectnra  shall  Judge  meel,  to  flnefl  in 
money  or  Corporal  punishment,  which  however  in  Extreme 
erases,  such  direotom  shall  inflict,  as  said  laws  direct. 

Fifthly.  Thedireotorsof  Each  individual  towaorplantation, 
nhall  on de  Every  quarter  or  three  mouths,  muet  together,  to 
Confer  with  each  other  on  the  state  of  each  particular  town 
in  the  Settlement,  and  to  Come  into  BucItresolutlonB  Concern- 
ing them  as  they  shall  And  for  their  best  good,  and  also  to  hear 
the  Complaints  of  any  that  may  Judge  themselves  agrleved  by 
the  decisions  of  the  Directors  in  the  several  towns,  who  shall 
have  right  to  appeal  to  Buch  quarterly  meeting. 

Sixthly.  No  one  Convloted  of  sudden  and  violent  brearah  of 
the  peace,  of  swearing,  drunkeness,  stealing,  gaming,  fraud, 
idleness  and  the  like,  twfore  the  Directors  of  the  particnlar 
town  in  which  he  lives,  shall  have  liberty  of  appeal  to  snch 
quarterly  meeting  from  the  geateaee  of  snob  particular  Di- 
rectors, without  first  procuring  good  Security,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  Such  Directors,  for  his  orderly  and  Sober  behavloar 
until  such  meeting,  and  for  his  submitting  to.  and  Gomplylnft 
with,  the  sentence  of  such  meeting.  No  one  in  matters  of  pri- 
vate property,  shall  have  liberty  of  appeal  from  suoh  partluular 
Directors,  to  such  quarterly  general  meeting  of  Directors, 
where  the  ControverH/  is  not  more  Than  twenty  shillings. 

Seeenthly.  Sach  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Directors  shall  ap- 
cierk  tAbeapiHiini-  poiit  anofSoer  statedly  to  attend  them  as  their 
•d  peus oamr  clerk,  who  sbnll  Carefully  register  their  pro- 
oeedingH,  also  an  officer  in  tlie  character  of  a  general  peace 
Officer  or  Sheriff,  who  shall  also  attend  them,  and  to  whom 
tliH  inhabitants  of  the  whole  settlement  shall  xubmlt.  In  tlie 
same  manner  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  County  within  this 
t^ojony  by  law  are  obliged,  to  their  respective  High  Sheriff. 

Eighthly.  All  persons  wlttiiii  diich  Settlement  accused  of  the 
highhanded  Crimes  of  Adultery,  Burglary  and  the  like,  shall 
be  arraigned  before  sach  qunrTecly  meeting,  and  if  Convicted 
shall  be  sentenced  to  l>anishment  from  such  settlement,  and  a 
Confiscation  of  all  their  personal  olTects  therein,  to  the  use  of 
the  town  where  bucIi  offence  is  Commiited;  and  should  the 
still  more  heinoiin  Crime  of  Murder  be  Committed,  which  God 
forhid,  the  offender  Bhall  be  inxlnntly  arresied.  and  delivered 
into  thehandHof  tho  nearest  Civil  authority  of  Connecticut, 
and  should  any  person  or  [lersons  Iwaaeused  of  Counterfeiting 
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the  bills  or  Coins  of  any  province  on  this  Con* 

""  •  "«•  tinent,  and  be  thereof  Convicted  before  such 
quarterly  meeting,  the  Colony  whose  bills  thereof  are  thus 
Counterfeited,  shall  have  liberty  to  take  suoh  offender  and 
punish  him.  He  shall  be  instantly  banished  the  settlement, 
&nd  his  personal  effeots  Confiscated  as  aforesaid.  And  all  per- 
sons Convicted  or  accused  of  any  heinous  Crime  in  any  pro>- 
\inceon  this  Continent,  and  shall  fly  from  Justice,  the  inhab- 
itants shall,  as  well  Directors,  peace  officer  and  others,  aid 
and  assist  their  pursuers  in  apprehending  them,  that  they 
may  be  duly  punished  in  the  government  where  they  have 
offended. 

Ninthly,  There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  doings  of  Suoh 

quarterly  meeting,  or  their  decrees  to  the  Sus- 

'''^*  quehanna   Comp^  in  general,  save  when  the 

property  of  land  is  disputed,  in  which  Case  the  appellant  shall 

first  secure  the  appellee  his  Costs,  if  he  make  his  appeal  good 

before  the  Company. 

Tenthly.  The  Directors  of  each  town  shall  make  out  and  ex- 
Thisshoaid  be  uth  hibit  to  their  first  quarterly  Meeting  a  list  of 
as»cMment.  the  rateable  estates  and  polls  of  the  inhabitants 

of  each  town,  and  such  quarterly  meeting  shall  have  power 
to  assess  the  inhabitants  for  defraying  public  Expenses,  and 
also  to  enforce  the  assessments  made  in  each  particular  town 
if  need  be. 

hJleventhly.  The  inhabitants  of  each  town,  to  wit,  all  the 

Tburtiouidbeiou..    '"*'^**  ^^  twenty  one  years  and    upwards,  and 

a  proprietor  in  one  of  the  said  towns,  shall  an- 
„,     .  ually  Meet  on  the  first  Mondav  in  December, 

and  choose  Directors  for  said  town,  with  thejr 
p«*ace  officer  and  other  officers  that  shall  be  found  necessary 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  Directors,  &c.,  that  may  now  be 
chosen,  shall  have  authority  until  new  ones  are  Chosen,  and 
no  longer. 

MiiituiAw  Twelfthly,  The  law  regulating  the  Militia  of 

the  Colony,  shall  be  particularly  attended   to 

l>y  the  Directors  of  the  respective  towns,  and  the  general  regu- 
lation thereof  as  the  particular  Circumstances  of  the  people 
require,  shall  be  in  the  power  of  such  general  quarterly  meet- 
ing. 

Also,  we  do  Solemnly  declare  these  and  Such  other  regnla- 
t^ions  as  we  shall  hereafter  Come  into,  by  and  with  the  advice 
*ind  Consent  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  in  full  meeting  assembled,  to 
Tie  of  force  and  binding  on  ns,  and  each  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
Assigns,  until  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  shall  annex  us  to  one 

of  the  Colonies  of  this  County,  or  make  us  a  distinct  County, 


•:       '::n    ?::<    •:  thf,  <'  >  v^rh  anna  cojb*  _ 

or  ><k  r  •►(►:.-..:.  :~    ■.'-..  -    -    ■         -  _:~  *  •:'>":s  Ma^^^iv 

Kini^  Georgv-  ill    ^h  ^      r        .  .  .  -  -    %      ir--,  j  ^   v*  r-  r:* 

oCGoTemmeni  in  Some  ra«»r- ivn.  i.    • 

And  ivisforfher  a^ive«i  and  v<k^1.  thai  in^  i »..--.- c^r^  in  t-a 
of  the  aev^rml  towns  now  Settled,  and  (ha;  shall  be&ettltr«i. 
Shall  forthwith  procare  a  Copy  of  the  foregoing  Agreement, 
which  Shall  be  entered  at  lari^  in  a  book  for  that  parpo0e. 
and  ttU  the  male  inhabitants  oi  the  a^^  of  twenty-ooe  jf  ra, 
shall  personally  snbsrribe  the  Same  with  their  own  proper 
aaiii€0  or  Xark,  and  Strietiv  abide  bT.  ainl  fulfil  the  aaioe, 
and  smdk  inhabitants  or  Settlers  as  are  already  Cocne  in  to  Set- 
tle, or  shall  hereafter  appear  to  Come  in  as  Settlers*  as  shall 
negleet  or  refuse  to  sobiMrlbe  tOw  and  abide  by,  the  foregoing 
agreement,  shall  not  Continae  there.  ihm>  be  admitted  as  set- 
tlers on  Said  land. 

Voted,  that  the  foUowmg  persons  be  and  they  are  herriyj 

appointed  Direetors  in  the  sereral  towna  hei^e- 
after    mentioned,  ontil    the   first    Monday  in 
I>ecemb^  next,  with  the  powers  and  aathority  aeeordioic  ^  ^^ 
foregoing  agreement,  to  wit : 
Ifj^jor  John  Darkee, 

Capt.  ZelMilon  Bntler,  '  for  the  town  of  Wilkesharre^ 

and  Obediah  Gore,  Jttnr.. 
Phineas  ^ash.  1 

Capt.  David  ^arrin,  \  tor  the  town  of  Rlymooth. 

and  Joseph  Gaylord.  ^ 

Isaae  Tripp,  Esq., 


for  the  town  of  New  Prprtiisoee. 
Gideon  Baldwin, 
Capt.  Obediah  Gore,  ^ 

Itathan  Denison,  ^  for  the  town  of  Kingston. 

Parshall  Terry,  > 

Capt.  Laianzs  Stewarts        ^ 

William  Stewart,  -  for  the  town  of  HanoTer. 

John  Franklin,  ) 

Caleb  Batee,  ^ 

James  Brown.  ^  for  the  town  of  Pittstown. 

Lemuel  Harding,  ) 

CoMMitt**     om       ▼oted.  that  Major  Durkee.  Capt.  SehF.  Bat- 
TiiBufeipi  i^r,  Obadiah  Gore,  Junr..  and  Nathan  Denison. 

or  the  Major  part  of  them  that  shall  1^  present  at  Snsq*,  shall 
l»e  a  Cosunittee  to  direct  the  laying  ont  of  townships  to  sneh 
proprletois as  shall  apply  for  the  same,  Aceording  to  the  votes 
•  *■*««  Compr,  and  that  those  proprietors  that  have  not  settled 

^^ves  due  on  their  rights  to  the  Clerk  of 
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Comp',  Bhall. satisfy,  the  Committee  now  appointed  that  they 
are  proprietors,  and  shall  pay  all  taxes  due  on  said  rights. 

Whereas,  there  is  one  particular  Gentlemen  in  this  Colony, 
a  proprietor  in  the  Snsq*^  purcnase,  that  has  done  Sundry  Ser- 
vices for  this  Company,  for  which  he  has  had  no  Coujpensar 
tion,  in  testimony  of  our  gratitude  to  him  we  do  hereby  au- 
thorize Eliphalet  Tiyer,  Sam*  Gray  and  Jedediah  Elderkin, 
Bsq.,  a  Committee,  to  give  order  for  locating  and  laying  to 
said  gentleman,  a  tract  of  land  to  make  a  handsome  and  Con- 
venient Settlement,  in  some  place  in  said  purchase,  which 
shall  not  be  any  damage  in  laying  out  towns  on  said  purohasei 
to  be  in  part  of  said  gentleman's  proprietor's  rights,  not  Ezr 
ceeding  500  acres. 

Whereas,  there  is  a  Controversy  between  Abel  Yarrington, 
Ichabod  Hopkins  and  William  Hurlburt  respecting  a  settling 
right  in  the  township  of  Plymouth,  which  was  on  the  4^^  day 
of  Febi^  ]ast  settled  by  the  Committee  to  said  William  Hurl- 
burt, the  parties  appeared  in  this  meeting,  and  mutually  agireed 
to  Submit  the  Controversy  to  Major  John  -Durkee,  Capt. 
Benj.  Steavensand  Mr.  Noah  Phelps,  who  undertook  to  hear 
the  parties ;  and  under  their  hands  report,  that  they  had  de- 
termined said  right  in  said  Plymouth,  to  said  Wm.  Hurlburt, 
and  the  said  Yarrington  and  Hopkins  to  be  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  this  Company. 

It  is  now  Voted,  that  the  said  Wm.  Hurlburt,  shall  have 
said  right  in  said  township  of  Plymouth,  on  his  Continuing  to 
do  the  duties  due  on  Said  right  according  to  the  vote  of  this 
Comp',  and  that  the  said  Y'arrington  and  Hopkins,  be  further 
provided  for  by  this  Company. 

Voted,  that  Major  Durkee,  Capt.  Butler,  Obediah  Gore,  Jun., 
and  Nathan  Denison,  be  a  Committee,  with  three  more  per- 
sons Chosen  by  the  Settlers  of  the  Six  towns,  to  be  a  joint 
Committee,  to  regulate  the  Settlement  of  Kaid  towns  Consistent 
with  th*»  former  votes  o^thi8  Comp^,  and  to  redress  those  griev- 
ances that  are  agreed  upon  at  this  meeting,  that  are  not  par- 
ticularly already  provided  with  a  Committee. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Su^q*^  Compi^  in  meeting  Convened  : 

We  your  Committee  a[)pointed  to  hear  the  Complaints  and 
grievances  ExhiV)ited  to  this  meeting  and  make  report  of  the 
State  of  those  grievances  and  make  our  report  thereon,  beg 
leave  to  Report,  That  we  fmd  that  Stephen  Rice  has  the  legal 
and  equitable  title  to  the  right  in  Plymouth  that  justly  be- 
longed to  John  Chase,  who  was  killed  at  the  retaking  of  the 
Port  at  Wyoming,  &c. ,  and  that  Capt,  Gore  be  good  by  the 
Company  elsewhere. 
.    We  further  find  that  Major  Durkee,  Messrs.  Vine  Elderkin, 
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Bbenezer  Gray,  Jun.,  Andrew  French  and  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Baokns  have  lost  their  rights,  taken  from  them,  and  we  are 
of  opinion  that  they  be  provided  by  the  Compi^  and  each  be 
made  equal  to  a  right  in  the  township  of  Kingston,  Computing 
the  same  according  to  the  present  value  thereof,  and  that 
Capt.  Zebu  ion  Butler,  Isaac  Tripp,  Esq.,  and  Nathan  Denison 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee,  to  determine 
the  quantity  of  lands  each  of  the  above  named  persons  shall 
have  an  equivalent  to  said  right  in  Kingston. 

Voted,  that  James  Forsythe  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
stored to  his  Settling  right  in  the  township  of  Kingston  that 
belonged  to  Joseph  Funk. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Susq*  Comp'  in  regular 
meeting  Convened : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  hear  all  persons  agrieved  or  are 
BuflTerers,  and  report  make  of  the  State  of  those  matters  to- 
gether with  our  opinion  thereon. 

We  find  nothing  difTerent  in  the  Case  of  Nash  than  there  was 
found  by  the  former  Committee,  viz:  Doa  Wolcott,  &c.,  but 
that  Nash  be  Considered  and  admitted  upon  the  right  of 
James  Ray  and  dealt  with  as  Sufferers  heretofore  have  l>een 
dealt  with. 

We  further  find  that  Thomas  Heath  was  accepted  as  a  set- 
tler in  the  township  of  Plymouth,  on  the  6***  day  of  March,  1773, 
and  on  the  W^  of  the  same  Month,  Heath  had  a  furlough  to  go 
after  his  family,  who  then  were  at  Loyal  Sock  on  the  Went 
Branch  of  the  Susq'  river,  and'  to  return  as  soon  as  he  could, 
which  Heath  with  the  greatest  distress  and  difficulty,  on  ac- 
coant  of  His  poverty,  and  the  circumstances  of  his  family,  and 
the  season,  was  prn vented  from  getting  to  Wyoming  until  the 
2^  of  May  following,  which  was  as  soon  as  was  possible  for 
him  to  get  there,  and  in  the  absence  of  Heath,  the  Committee, 
on  the  22^  of  May,  1772,  declared  Heath's  rights  vacant,  by 
mistake,  as  the  Committee  now  agree,  which  right  was  given 
to  one  Frasler,  who  was  then  absent,  which  right  was  by  the 
Committee  declared  vacant  after  eight  months  absence,  im- 
mediately upon  which  the  Committee  put  one  Reynolds  upon 
Heath's  original  right,  by  mere  Mistake,  when  they  supposed 
they  had  put  Heath  to  his  original  right,  but  it  appears 
Reynolds*  name  is  put  thereto,  and  it  is  our  opinion  that  said 
Heath  be  quited  in  his  original  right. 

We  also  further  report,  that  Mr.  Wm.  Stewart  has  lost  that 
right  given  to  him  in  Kingston;  it  is  our  opinion  that  Mr. 
Stewart  be  Considered  by  theOomp'  on  that  aoooant  elsewhere. 

We  also  find,  |^^^|H|||dklKOji||^  to  have  hie  right  in 
Pittstown,  fl||A|IM|I^^^^HHttttnMrs  atreed  wf ^  the 
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Gommittee  for  which  he  be  entitled  to  his  right  in  Manoy 
Creek  township,  and  not  otherwise. 

We  also  further  find,  that  Comfort  Shaw  forfeited  his  right 
by  absence,  and  he  has  been  provided  for  by  the  Committee 
in  one  of  the  sufTering  towns,  which  is  all  he  deserves,  in  our 
opinion. 

We  also  further  find,  that  Matthew  Hollenback  was  one  of 
Capt.  Stewart's  associates,  but  had  so  neglected  his  duty,  that 
Capt.  Stewart  and  his  associates  judged  him  unworthy,  and 
have  refused  to  allow  him  a  settling  right  in  Hanover,  and  we 
find  no  reason  to  dissent  from  Capt.  Stewart's  doings. 

We  also  further  find,  that  the  matters  of  Jeremiah  Ross,  and 
£noch  Judd,  areso  particularly  Circumstanced,  that  Ross  ought 
to  be  restored  to  his  former  right,  and  Judd  be  established  in 
the  right  he  purchased  of  Stevens,  and  that  all  disputes  relat- 
ing thereto  (^ease,  and  their  title  be  amply  secured  to  them 
respectively. 

We  further  find,  Ezra  Bewell,  Gershom  Breed,  Gershom  He- 
witt, Benj.  Hewitt,  John  Wooster,  Gideon*  Lawrence,  Ephraim 
Fellows  and  Joshua  Whitney,  have  been  sufferers,  and  are 
recommended  to  the  favor  of  the  Comp^  and  provided  for  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  and  that  the  matter  of  John  Stevens, 
Eleazer  Carey  and  Austin  Hunt  be  Continued  to  some  future 
meeting,  all  of  which  is  submitted  by  Ebenezer  Baldwin, 
Josiah  Coles,  Jos.  Hurl  hurt,  Gad.  Stanley,  William  Judd,  Com- 
mittee. 

This  report  accepted. 

MThf^reas,  Wm.  Stewart  is  by  this  meeting  voted  out  of  his 
right  in  Kingston,  it  is  now  voted  that  the  Committee  for  reg- 
ulating the  Settlement,  shall  see  tUat  the  said  Stewart  has 
equivalent  thereto. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  of  Settlers  at  Wyoming,  viz :  Capt. 
Zebulon  Butler,  Maj.  John  Durkee  and  Obadiah  Gore,  Jun% 
or  either  two  of  them,  be  directed  to  lay  out  to  Capt.  Judah 
Woodruff  and  his  associates,  a  Township  of  land  on  the  South 
Side  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Snsq*  river,  opposite  the  moutli 
of  Pine  Creek,  to  Extend  up  and  down  8ai<l  West  Branch,  and 
to  Extend  as  far  south  upon  the  side  of  the  Mountain  as  land 
Can  be  found  fit  for  improvement,  to  Contain  the  quantity  of 
five  miles  square,  including  the  Long  Island  so  called,  under 
the  Same  regulations  as  the  other  townships  heretofore  have 
been  laid  out. 

.March 9.       ^^'  ^   meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  lawfully 
warned  and   held  at  Windham,  March  9,  1774. 
<M.  Blisar  Talcut,  Moderator.    Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 


I- 
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Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  at.  their  sessions  in  Ootober 
last,  required  the  several  Companies  and  settlers  who  have 
made  purchases  of  tlie  native  right  to  any  part  of  the  Western 
lands,  within  the  limits  of  the  Charter,  and  the  Governor  of 
Connecticut,  as  soon  as  may  be  done  with  Convenience  to  lay 
the  state  of  their  purchase  before  the  General  Assembly,  that 
whenever  the  title  to  said  lands  is  determined  in  favor  of  this 
Colony,  that  Such  part  of  their  respective  purchases  may  be 
granted  them  as  shall  be  a  reasonable  Compensation  for  the 
Cost,  trouble  and  expense,  in  purchasing  and  settling  the  same, 
as  by  this  assembly  shall  be  thought  fit  and  reasonable,  as  by 
records  of  said  assembly  may  fully  appear.  The  Committee 
of  the  Susq*^  Conip-^  in  Consequence  of  such  requisition  have 
duly  warned  a  meeting  at  Windham  on  the  9^  day  of  March, 
1774. 

When,  and  Where  in  said  meeting,  it  is 

Voted,  that  Jedediah  Elderkin,  Nathan  Wales,  Junr.,  Sam^ 
Gray  of  Windham,  Alex'  Wolcott  of  Windsor,  Esq.,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Trumbull  of  Norwich,  be  a  Committee  fully  to  state 
the  Comp^'  Claim  to  that  part  of  said  lands  purchased  by  said 
Comp^  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly 
at  their  adjourned  Sessions  in  July  last,  or  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  be  holden  at  Hartford  in  May  next,  or  Such  Committee 
as  they  shall  appoint  at  that  time  for  that  purpose,  agreeal  ly 
to  the  requisition  of  the  General  Assembly  aforesaid. 

And  Whereas,  the  Expenses  that  luay  arise  in  disputing  the 
Colony's  title  to  the  Western  lands,  are  objected  by  many 
against  the  Colony's  prosecuting  their  title,  to  obviate  such 
objectionsasfar  as  may  be  equitable,  taking  into  Consideration 
the  great  Extent  of  the  lands  lying  west  of  this  Colony's  Claim 
and  within  the  limits  of  the  Charter. 

Voted,  that  said  Committee  be.  and  they  are  hereby  directea, 
to  proi>ose  to  the  General  Assembly,  or  their  Committee,  that 
this  Compy  have  now  voted  a  tax  of  248  lawful  Money  on  each 
whole  share,  and  12s  on  each  half  share  in  this  Company's  pur- 
chase which  will  amount  to  £1600  lawful  money,  to  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  Comp"  Treasurer,  to  be  by  him  paid 
over  to  the  Colony's  Treasurer  by  the  first  of  Jan^  next,  towards 
defraying  Expenses  already  arisen  or  that  may  hereafter  arise, 
in  the  dispute  with  Mr.  Penn,  Concerning  said  lands,  and  as 
an  equitable  Consideration  for  the  Crown  title  to  the  lands 
within  the.  said  Conip^"  i)urcha8e,  and  in  Case  any  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  this  Conipy  shall  not  punctually  pay  up  the  said  sum 
of  248  on  tiieir  whole  right  or  share,  or  12s  on  their  half  share 
or  right  by  the  first  of  Jan'y  next,  they  shall  forfeit  their  said 
rights  or  shares  to  the  Colony;  except  orphans,  or  Muah.a8 
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inay  be  absent  beyond  the  sea;  provided  only  that  the  Colony 
proseoate  their  Claims  to  their  Western  lands  within  the  limits 
of  their  Charter,  and  grant  the  said  Comp^  the  Crown  title  to 
tbe  land  within  their  purchase. 

Voted,  to  rais3  24s  on  each  whole  share,  and  12s  on  each  half 
Share,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  foreji^oing  vote. 

Whereas,  by  the  votes  of  the  Susq*  CompJ^,  no  person  has  any 
right  to  lake  np  any  lands  in  the  Susq*  purchase,  but  such  as 
obtain  a  Certificate  according;  to  the  votes  of  Said  Comp^  that 
such  person  is  a  proprietor  in  said  purchase,  duly  admitted, 
and  hath  daly  paid  all  the  taxes  granted  by  said  Company,  and 
Whereas,  it  is  said  that  the  names  of  Sundry  persons  are  in- 
serted in  the  deed  to  Said  Comp^  of  the  Indian  title, who  have 
never  Claimed  any  interest  therein,  or  paid  any  taxes  granted 
thereon,  and  who  though  named  in  Said  Deed,  or  enrollei  in 
the  records  of  said  Comp^  have  treated  tlie  Same  with  neglect, 
and  wholly  failed  to  pay  their  taxes,  and  are  now  moving  for 
liberty  to  pay  their  taxes,  and  to  have  Certificates  granted  so 
as  to  enable  them  to  take  up  lands,  and  Whereas  on  Consid- 
eration of  the  Case,  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that  the  taxes 
granted  amount  to  but  a  Small  ijart  of  the  Expense  which  those 
proprietors  have  been  at  who  have  been  active  in  presenting 
the  Claim  of  said  Company  to  said  lands.  Yet,  neverthelcFs, 
this  meeting  being  desirous  of  promoting  harmony  among  the 
proprietors,  and  willing  that  all  who  are  now  desirous  Should 
be  benefitted  by  their  purchase,  do  therefore  vote, 

That  whenever  any  person  named  in  Said  deed,  or  Enrolled 
in  said  records,  who  liave  neglected  to  pay  their  taxes  afore< 
said,  shall  apply  to  the  Clerk  of  Said  Comp^  for  a  Certificate 
on  the  following  Conditions,  namely :  That  such  persons  so 
applying  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Compf  for  the  use  of  Said 
Comp^,  all  the  taxes  granted  by  said  Company,  and  the  law- 
ful interest  thereon,  and  also  a  further  sum  of  £10  lawful 
money.  Excepting  only  orphans  and  those  absent  beyond  seas 
or  other  equitable  good  Cause  who  shall  bo  admitted  on  pay- 
ing the  whole  taxes  due  and  interest  due  thereon,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  said  that  Some  of  xhe  proprietors  who  have 
actually  paid  their  taxes,  or  some  part  of  them,  by  which  they 
were  justly  entitled  to  an  interest  in  Said  purchase,  and  others 
have  purchased  rights  and  taken  receipts,  and  have  also  paid 
those  taxes  granted  subsequent  to  their  purchase,  and  by  some 
accident  have  lost  their  receipts  and  are  thereby  prevented  from 
obtaining  Certificates  according  to  the  votes  of  Said  Comi>^, 
whereby  great  injustice  is  likely  to  happen,  which  to  prevent,  it 
is  Voted,  That  whenever  any  person  shall  have  lost  any  receipt 
or  receipts  as  aforesaid,  such  person  may  make  application 
7— Vol..  XVIII. 
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unto  any  twoor  thraeof  thutitaDdlngCoiumitteeof  saldComp', 
who  hIiaU  h&vo  full  power  to  Enquire  into  the  matter,  and  if 
Mild  Cot  n  ID  It  tee,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  satisfied  that 
Huch  [lerson  has  been  duly  admitted  a  proprietor  in  said 
Oum|>',  and  has  paid  the  laies  lu  part,  or  la  whole.  Said  Goiii- 
iiiitt«e  shall  Cerlify  to  the  clerk  that  such  person  is  a  proprie- 
tor, and  what  part,  if  any,  of  the  taxes  appear  to  be  due.  whiMi 
Oertlfioate  being  produced  to  the  Clerk  and  the  balaiioe  of 
taieH  {it  any  there  be)  being  paid,  and  the  interest  theroiin, 
the  Ul«rk  or  others  authorlied  thereto,  shall  give  such  pereoii 
a  (wrtifioate,  ('ertifying  that  saoh  person  is  a  proprietor,  and 
hath  paid  his  taxes,  whether  his  name  is  inserted  In  the  det>il 
or  records  or  not ;  and  If  snoh  person's  name  is  not  inserted  in 
tlie  dee<l,  Bia.,  the  Clerk  shall  enroll  the  same  in  the  reoonln 
of  said  Oomp'  provided  that  those  persons  that  Gome  within 
the  first  part  of  this  vote,  do  apply  to  the  elerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  Comp',  and  Comply  with  the  tenor  ft  Condition 
thereof,  on  or  before  the  first  of  Jan'  nest. 

Whereas,  this  Company  formerly  Vot«d  that  those  propria-- 
tors  that  should  survey  and  take  up  townships  on  their  right h 
In  the  Suaq' purohasB  according  to  the  votes  of  this  Com|»' 
shall  liave  twT<nty  settlers  settled  In  such  towns  within  twu 
years  after  the  laying  out  of  sach  towns,  aod  whereas,  the  set- 
tlers have  met  with  such  opposition  and  hindrances  that  it  Iiah 
not  been  possible  for  said  proprietors  to  settle  on  such  townn 
within  said   term  and  that  great  opposition  still  remains.     It 

Voted,  tnat  the  proprietors  that  have  or  shnll  take  and  Itty 
out  towns  in  said  purchase  acconling  to  tho  votes  of  tliin 
Tima  o(  Biiin  u  Comi*',  shall  have  three  years  from  the  time  of 
Towoabip*  El-  taking  Up  and  Surveying  such  towris,  to  Carry 
'""■  on  iu)d  settle  twenty  settlers.  Mentioned  in  sai'l 
vote. 

Whereap,  Matthew  Holllnt>aaki8oneot  theassociatesof  Capt. 
l.A2nrus  Stewart  and  Wm.  Stewart,  and  ought  to  be  one  <!■' 
the  thirty-six  Settlers  to  whom  the  township  of  Hanover  w«i* 
granted  as  a  gratuity,  and  drew  in  saiil  town  the  lot  2fumber 
fine  luiil  the  Said  Stewarts  have  pretended  to  Bxolude  said 
Uatthew  Hollinback  from  his  wiid  right,  upon  a  report  of  (k 
Committee  tor  that  puriM)se  appointed.  It  is  now  Voted,  that 
the  said  Matthew  Hnllinhack  shall  have  and  enjoy  his  suid' 
rig])t  in  said  townshiji  of  Hanover,  viz. .  his  lot  No.  6,  with  all 
the  after  divisions  in  said  town  to  lie  laid  out  to  said  lot  No.  •I, 
in  ICqnal  |>roiH>rtion  with  the  proprietors  in  the  said  town  of 
Hanover. 

Voted  twenty  dollarH  to  Mr.  Speedy. 
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Voted,  thait  Win.  Jadd,  Increase  Mosely,  Silas  Dean,  John 
Owen  and  Eliphalet  Whittlesey,  b^  added  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Voted,  to  print  Doctor  Stiles'  piece. 

Adjonmed  to  meet  at  Hartford,  on  the  24^**  of  May  next. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Sosquehanna  Company  held  by  adjourn- 
ment, at  Hartford,  May  24,  1774. 

EUizor  Talout,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 

Voted,  that  Benj.  Stevens,  Josiah  Cowles,  Renj.  Yale,  Jon" 
Root,  Aaron  Cleveland,  Win.  Judd,  Gad  Stanley  and  Joh. 
blewntan,  be  a  committee  to  hear  and  Consider  sundry  Com- 
plaints and  matters  of  grievance  now  preferred  to  this  meeting. 

We  the  subscribers,  being  appointed  to  hear.  Examine  and 
redress,  the  grievances  of  Thomas  McClure  wherein  said  Mc- 
Clure  Complains  that  Ins  settling  right  in  Kingston  Na  30, 
&c,  was  vote<l  to  James  Forsythe  in  June,  1773,  beg  leave 
humbly. to  report.  That  Thomas  McCJure  he  restored  to  the 
above  settling  right  in  Kingston,  and  quieted  in  possession 
thereof,  and  that  James  Forsythe  be  quieted  in  the  suffering 
right  in  the  six  miles  square  at  Muncy  Creek ;  as  we  find  hiK 
mitne  enjrolled  among  the  sufferers  in  that  township,  which 
enrollment  was  made  in  lieu  of  the  above  right  after  it  wan 
voted  to  the  above  named  McClure,  appeared  by  evidence  laid 
l>efore  us,  and  we  also  find  that  the  above  named  Forsythe 
was  duly  notified  to  ap|>ear  at  the  meeting. 

All  of  which  is  submitted  to  your  wise  Consideration. 
Brnj.  Strvens,       Josiah  Cowlrs, 
Brnj.  Yaijb,  Gad  Stanley,  Jos.  Slewmax. 

The  foregoing  report  is  accepted  by  this  meeting,  and  or- 
dered to  be  recorded,  and  the  parties  to  be  Concluded  thereby. 

To  the  Gentlemen  jiroprietors  of  the  Susq'  purchase  in  meet- 
ing Convene<i : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  hear.  Examine  and  adjust  the 
fiteveral  grievances  now  lying  before  said  meeting,  having 
beard  the  Coin])laints«  Examined  and  adjusted  the  same,  beg 
leave  to  reiK)rt : 

That  the  Matter  of  Capt.  Lazarus  Stewart  and  associaten 
against  Matthew  Hollinback,  l>e  and  remain  as  it  was  last  set- 
tled by  the  Susquehanna  Company,  until  the  parties  shall  be 
duly  heard  before  the  Comi>^,  or  they  be  duly  Cited  to  appear 
before  the  Coinp-\ 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  Survey  made  to  Lazarus  Stewart  at 
Wapwallopen,  and  afterwards  located  to  others,  We  are  of 
opinion,  doth  not  fall  within  the  authority  given  us  by  the 
<?om|)y,  neither  Can  we  find  any  vote  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  au- 


imi      MINUTES  OF  THB  SUSQUEHANNA  COMPANY 

Chiirlzing  any  Ooiaaiitte«  to  looute  or  Survejr  any  lands  within 
the  p;irolia3e,  but  such  lands  as  are  within  the  limits  ttf  Soma 
town,  taken  up  parauant  to  the  votes  o[  the  Comp'. 

It  Appears  that,  Slocuin  oocepted  a  right  in  Provldenee  In 
li«u  of  u  right  in  I'ittatown  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Updilce  and  ought 
to  l>e  Content  therewith. 

it  uppeurj  to  UH  that  Mr,  Elijah  Shoemaker  has  had  moot 
recompense  in  one  of  the  HUfTerinK  towns,  for  the  rights  he 
lost  at  Kingston  or  40. 

We  ure  of  opinion  thnt  the  right  Rob.  Frazier  has  had,  and 
dixpoied  of  in  Wilkesbarry,  is  a  euQlclent  Compensation  of  »ii 
that  he  has  done  for  the  Company. 

John  SteavttnM  and  Bon  have  bo»Q  duly  provided  for  by  tha 
Cciininittee  of  Settlers  at  Westmoreland,  the  Father  harlng 
haJ  a  riifht  in  Wilkiisbiirry,  and  the  Son  In  Providenoo, 

Ab  totbe  Complatnt  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Newtun,  we  apprehend 
by  the  votes  uf  the  Bnttq*  Company,  by  hie  own  negleot  has 
jimtly  forfeited  all  further  favor  from  the  Company, 

\Vt:  further  recommend  to  the  Coniilderation  of  the  SDsq' 
Conip',  whether  it  is  expedient  that  any  partioular  location  or 
Survey  bo  made  by  any  particular  person  or  persons,  out  of 
the  Ihnltn  o(  Some  town  laid  out  pursuant  to  the  votes  of  the 
general  Comp',  and  whether  any  such  survey  as  has  haretO' 
fore  been  mode,  be  Confirmed  hy  the  Comp^.  All  of  whioli  la 
submitted  by  your  humble  servants, 

Brnj.  Strvrks,  Josiah  Covlbs,        Jon*  Root, 

Aaron  Clkvulamd,    Jos.  Slrwuan,  Oad  SxAiriiBT, 

and  Wm.  Judo,  Committee. 

T))e  foregoing  Beport  is  aoeepted  by  this  mealing,  and  or- 
dered to  be  recorded,  and  the  parties  to  be  Concluded  thereby. 

To  the  Gentlemen  proprietors  of  tfaeSusq*  purchase  In  meet- 
ing Convened: 

Vour  Committee  appointed  to  hear  and  Consider  the  petition 
of  James  Bid  lack,  now  lying  before  this  Meeting,  wherein  he 
prays  to  be  restored  to  the  right  that  was  originally  Jeremiah 
Ro!<!)'s,  or  to  his  original  right  In  Plymouth,  and  having  beard 
the  i>videno6  In  the  Case,  nnil  fully  Considered  of  the  Matters, 
art!  of  opinion,  thiit  the  said  Ross  be  quieted  In  the  poraesslon 
of  Ills  said  rights  agreeably  to  the  votes  of  this  Comp'  on  the 2* 
day.of  June  last,  and  as  to  the  said  Bidlack  being  restored 
to  his  original  right  in  Plymoutii  that  ho  made  over  to  Uriah 
Marvin,  we  are  of  opinion  that  It  in  out  of  our  province  to  Con- 
sider, as  said  Marvin  wns  not  Notifled  of  Siiid  petition. 

All  of  which  H  sulimitled  by  your  hiimbW:  .'urvants. 
QKRsrioM  Reki),  Bksj.  Stkvk.ns. 

JoSBPtl  Cowi.Ks,  Committee. 
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The  taregoiufi  Report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted  by  the 
Comp',  and  ordered  to  be  recorded,  and  the  parties  to  be  Con- 
d  aded .  thereby. 

Wm.  Whiting,  Esq.,  cftc.  Memorial  for  Warwick,  On  the 
memorial  of  Wm.  Whiting,  Esq. ,  and  proprietors  of  the  town 
of  Warwick,  on  the  east  Branch  of  the  Sasq*  river,  showing 
to  this  meeting  that  they  had  pitched  upon  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  Southerly  side  of  said  river,  at  a  place  Called  Nescopeck 
Falla  Said  purchase  about  2}  miles  wide  from  said  river  to 
the  mountains,  and  ten  miles  long.  Surveyed  to  Zachariah 
Lothrop.  on  the  8"*  of  November,  1773,  containing  the  quantity 
of  twenty-five  square  Miles,  praying  that  the  said  survey  of 
Said  town  May  be  accepted  and  approved  of  by  this  Com|>7,  an 
though  the  same  had  been  laid  out  five  Miles  Square,  accord- 
ing to  the  votes  of  said  Comp^,  as  per  Memorial  on  file  dated 
March  9,  1774. 

This  meeting,  having  duly  Examined  and  enquired  into  the 
quality  of  the  land  lying  Southerly  of  the  Said  2^  Miles  from  the 
river,  which  appearing  from  the  evidence  to  be  MountainouK 
and  unfit  for  Cultivation,  do  thereupon  accept  and  approve 
of  the  survey  made  by  the  said  Lothrop  of  said  town  of  War- 
wick, as  though  the  same  had  been  laid  out  5  miles  Square. 

Voted,  that  all  those  pitches  of  land  at  Susq*  without  the 
limits  of  any  town  that  have  already  been  Made,  shall  not  be 
g^ood  nor  valid,  nor  of  any  infiuence  without  the  grant  and 
approbation  of  this  Company. 

Whereas,  Ebenezer  Watson,  Printer  at  Hartford,  in  his  paper 
of  the  5**  of  April,  1774,  published  false  and  Scandalous  ac- 
counts of,  and  Concerning  the  Susq*  Comp^  without  any  Just 
foundation  therefor,  and  being  Called  upon  to  disclose  his  au- 
thor, refused  to  do  it. 

Voted,  that  the  Standing  Committee  of  this  Comp^  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  fully  empowered,  to  pursue 
such  measures  against  said  Watson,  as  they  shall  judge  nec- 
essary for  the  credit  of  said  Company. 

Voted,  that  Benj.  Steavens,  Isaac  Lawrence  and  Elisha  Baker, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  hear  those 
persons  that  have  paid  Money  or  taxes  that  have  lost  or  did 
not  take  receipts  for  Money  paid  for  the  use  of  the  Corap^, 
and  give  proper  Certificate  to  the  Clerk  thereof. 

Voted,  that  Zebulon  Butler,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  John  Jenkins  l)e, 
and  they  are  hereby  appoint«=*d  a  Committee  at  the  Expense  of 
this  Comp^,  to  look  out  the  best  place  for  a  road  from  the  east 
Branch,  In  the  most  Convenient  place  to  the  town  of  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Susq*  river,  and  to  Cut  a  horse  road  in  such 
Convenient  place  as  soon  as  may  bo,  and  the  expense  to  be  {>aid 
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unt  uf  the  HonfeH  jii  the  hands  or  Capt.  Buternud  the  otKer 
<7oiiimltt«e  of  ttottlerH  Rt  WestmorelanJ. 

Voted,  that  each  o(  the  towiiH  that  are  pitched  in  Said  fu^' 
cliBXe,  Hliall  anaoonaH  they  Can  with  Coiivenienoy,  trluiHiniti- to 
l>tie(;oiuuiit,laeor  tmttlerBat  Wyoming  an  ExiKit  Hut  of  the  per* 
HonH  uud  their  iiumeit  that  are  proprietors  In  nuob  townH,  and 
such  towns  as  are  not  Hlletl  up  aooonling  to  the  vote  of'  8atd 
<*i>Tnp',  may  be  lilled  up  by  order  of  the  Cummittee  for  ilireot- 
iii|{  the  Bettlenient  uf  Hald  towns;  Such  iwmons  paying  their 
JuHt  proportloiiB  uf  tlie  Expense  of  taking  up  and  laying  oat 
Kaid  towD- 

A  tni«  Copy  of  Renord, 

Teste  ttam*  Oray,  Olerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Busq'  Compr  legally 
warned  and  held  at  Hartford,  Nov'  1^  17(13. 

Klizur  Talout,  Moderator.        Bam'  Clray,  Clerk. 
CfaouiiAacnu  Eliphalet    Dyar,    Esq.,    Win.    Bain'    Jobnsoif, 

wS^'fJr"""'     EsQ'  •  J""^  K<x»t.  Esq. .  Ham'  Gray,  Wm.  Judd, 
comptBj.  Agents  for  this  Com(uiiiy,  to  make  all  preiiara- 

tionK'thatare  yet  necessary  to  be  made,  and  doany  other  thiny 
nec^essary  for  tlio  beuelit  of  said  Company. 


Nov.  14.— Vote<ltIiat  Elitur Talnut,  Esq.,  and  Ph in eas  Lewis, 
lie  Colleotor  for  the  Connty  of  HaKford,  Uan' Lytnan,  Ksq., 
for  the  Cuunty  of  New  Haven,  Thomas  Morgan  of  KlIlingH- 
wortli  and  John  Owen  of  New  London,  for  the  County  of  New 
lnin<)on,  Nebemiah  Depew.  for  tlie  County  of  Falrheld,  Etant' 
Oray.  for  the  County  of  Winiliiam.  Abram  Bra<ily,  Esq. .Jonas 
Lawrence,  Collectors  tor  the  (Jounty  of  Litchfield,  (>l*ediali 
Qore,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Westmorelanil  County. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Eleazer  Talcott  shall  have  one  full  right  in 
said  purchase  for  his  Extra  servicus 

That  the  Committee  of  this  Compi  or  either  three  of  them, 
lie  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  fully  authorised  and 
Empowered,  to  make  out  proi>er  and  authentic  (tower  of  At- 
torney, or  Commission  to  the  agents  appointed  at  this  meeting, 
namely,  the  Hon.  Kliplialet  l>yer.  Esq.,  Wm.  8am'  Johnson, 
Jesse  Root,  Esq. ,  jointly  and  Severally,  or  nny  number  of  them, 
to  manage  and  transact  all  manner  of  business  to  be  done  and 
transacted    on  behalf  of  the  Hiii<l  Comi)any  before  the   Com- 
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in issionen  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  the  right,  title  and 
jiirisfiiction,  and  such  like  between  the  state  of  Conneotiout 
an.l  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as  to  the  lands  west  of  the  Del- 
aware river,  part  of  which  land  is  Claimed  by  thisComp',  and 
t^tuii  and  aothentioate  such  power  or  Commission  on  behalf 
<>t  this  Company.     Voted. 

Whereas,  the  trial  of  the  right  of  the  State  to  the  Western 
lands  is  soon  to  be  decided,  and  the  interest  of  this  Comp'  is 
<  Concerned  therein,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  taxes  already 
liii<l  by  this  Comp^  will  raise  monies  sufficient  to  defray  their 
proportion  of  the  Expense  of  the  trial  in  Season  and,  therefore, 

Voted  and  resolved,  that  the  Committee  of  this  Comp'  be, 
«ind  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  sell  rights  in  said  Comp^, 
hot  Exceeding  50  shares,  at  Such  prices  as  they  shall  judge  At, 
in  case  in  their  opinon  it  becomes  necessary  to  raise  further 
sums  of  money  than  are  already  granted,  or  the  taxes  shall 
not  be  raised  in  season  to  answer  the  necessary  Kxpensi^  in 
Carrying  on  the  trial  of  the  Cause. 

Vote<],  that  the  Collectors  appointed  at  this  Meeting  to  Col- 
lect of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq'  Comp'  the  4  dollars  tax 
granted  in  March,  1774,  and  the  said  Collectors  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  Collect  the  said  tax,  and  to  account  with  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  said  Company  for  the  same  by  the  80*^  day  of  Deo. 
1782 ;  and  that  the  rights  of  all  proprietors  that  neglect  to  pay 
their  respective  taxes  to  the  Collectors  appointed  in  the  County 
where  t  he  said  proprietors  reside,  by  the  2U^  of  Decern'  aforesaid, 
will  be  sold  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  H-eneral  Assembly  of 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  passed  in  October  last,  and  that  all 
Collectors  heretofore  appointed  to  receive  the  taxes  granted 
by  the  Susq^  Comp^,  be  and  they  are  hereby  Called  upon  im- 
me<liately  to  settle  with  the  Treas.  of  said  Comp^,  and  that  all 
liroprietors  who  have  not  paid  the  former  taxes,  he  direote<l 
to  pay  the  Same  to  the  Collectors  named  in  their  vote,  and 
that  this  vote  be  published  in  all  the  Newspapers  in  this  State, 
OH  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted  that  this  Comp'  to  give  and  grant  to  the  Hon.  Eiiphalet 
Dyer.  Wm.  Sam'  Johnson  and  Jesse  Root,  Esq.,  to  each  of 
them,  their  heirs  and  Assigns,  one  whole  right  or  share  in  the 
Snsq*  purchase  of  land,  as  a  gratuity  to  them,  and  that  Sam' 
Gray,  Clerk,  to  this  Comp^,  give  to  each  of  said  gentlemen  a 
proper  Certificate  therefor. 

Voted,  that  a  triangular  tract  or  piece  of  land  situate  on  the 
Mountain,  on  the  west  side  of  the  East  Branch  of  the  Susq* 
river,  abutting  on  the  towns  of  Kingston,  Plymouth,  Bedford 
and  Northmoreland,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appointed 
and  0et  out  to  Major  Wm.  Judd,  for  such  proportion  of  land  in 
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ttae  Snaq*  paroIuMe  aa  the  Comoiittee  ot  Setllera,  or  either  two 
of  them,  sh&ll  jodge  the  same  to  be  ecjuAl  in  value  ConpBrei] 
with  the  Sobq*  panhSae  at  large ;  and  that  the  eaid  Jndd  be 
debarred  from  any  Claim  for  sneh  right,  rights  or  parta  of 
rights,  .belonging  to  him  the  said  Jadd  in  the  Snaqnehanna 
porehaBe,  that  maj  be  ealeemed  eqajU  to  the  Kra:it  aforesaid, 
and  Considered  as  laid  npon  the  land  aforesaid,  Ihat  the  a&id 
granted  premises  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  fully  apparte*! 
from  the  general  interests  ot  the  Comp',  and  to  be  enjoyed  by 
him  the  said  Jndd  and  his  heirs,  la  severalty. 

Toted,  Ibat  the  Committee,  Sam'  Gray,  Bsq..  and  Hajor 
Jadd,  be  desired  to  address  the  Qovemor  and  Ijegishktara  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  MaasaehoBetta,  desiring  them  to  (ondsh 
soch  doeaments  and  papers  \o  be  foand  in  the  Hecords  and 
files  ot  that  State,  which  will  reHeet  any  light  on  the  oaose 
depending  between  the  States  of  Connectlcat  and  Poiasyl- 
vania,  and  the  Sasq*  Comp^ ;  and  inform  tbem,  that  if  the 
Coninionwdalth  on  their  behalf  shoold  see  fit  at  their  Expense 
to  appoint  any  person  to  attend  that  trial,  the  Comp-*  bmve 
directed  their  Committee  to  famish  him  with  a  power  oi 
Agency  in  behalf  of  the  Comp',  and  the  Committee  ara  em- 
powered to  do  the  Same. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Sasq*  Comp'  legally  warned  and  held  at 
Hartford,  Hay  31,  17S3. 

Kleaier  Taloott,  Esq..  Moderator.       Sam' Gray,  Clerk. 

Adjoamed  till  3  o'oloak. 
Col.  Toleott,     I 
Qen.  Paraons,   V  Committrn. 
Bam'  Gray,        J 

A  Committee  to  lay  in  a  Memorial  to  the  General  AaMmbly 
DOW  Sitting  at  Hartford,  in  tiehalt  of  the  Susq-  Comp'.  that 
said  Assembly  woaM  desire  Doc  Johnson  and  Col.  Boot. 
agents  for  this  State,  to  give  said  dasembly  an  aoeoont  <rf  the 
trial  ot  the  Canae  between  t  hia  State,  and  the  State  o(  Ponn\ 
at  the  Court  holden  at  Trenton,  Nov. .  1 782. 

Toted,  that  this  Compi'  are  determined  to  pursue  their  Jnst 
Claims  to  the  lands  Contained  in  our  Deed  from  the  Indian 
Native  proprietors,  of  (he  Sasq*  lands,  and  make  applioation 
to  the  Hoa.  Cont  inental  Congress  for  a  proper  Coart  or  Com- 
mission to  bearand  determine  the  Same  according  to  the  8'^ 
Article  of  the  ronfetlerotlun  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
they  will  use  all  lawful  means  in  their  power,  to  maintain  the 
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present  settlers  in  their  possessions  until  the  Congress  appoint 
a  Coart,  and  that  Court  determine  the  right  of  Soil  between 
this  Comp'  and  Pennsylvania. 

And  that  the  Standing  Committee,  or  any  thrt»e  of  them,  be 
desired  to  warn  a  Meeting  of  the  Susq'  Comp',  to  meet  at  Hart- 
ford asBOon  as  it  is  Convenient,  giving  three  weeks'  notice  in  the 
public  papers  of  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting,  to  choose 
an  agent  or  agents  to  represent  Said  Comji^  at  Said  Congress 
and  Court,  and  to  make  all  necessary  preparation  therefor, 
and  the  proprietors  are  desired  to  be  present  at  said  meeting 
by  themselves  or  their  agents. 

Tblfl  Ifl  ft  blvik  In 
iheCopj. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  purchasers  and  Settlers,  oi' 
the  land  on  the  Susq*  River,  under  the  Countenance  and  title 
of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  legally  warned  an<]  held  at  Hart- 
ford, July  13,  A.  D.  nST). 

The  meeting  taking  into  Consideration  the  Situation  of  their 
Claim,  the  large  sums  of  money  Expended  in  the  purchase, 
settlement,  and  defense  of  the  same,  and  the  justice  of  their 
Claim  to  the  said  land,  do  Resolve 

1*.  That  the  purchase  they  made  of  the  Indian  native  proprie- 
tors of  said  land,  was  fair  bona-fide^  and  for  a  valuable  Con* 
sideration,  paid  previous  to  any  other  purchase  of  Said  land 
from  Said  Imlians. 

2**.  That  at  the  time  of  Making  Said  purchase  there  was  not, 
nor  ought  there  ever  to  have  been,  a  doubt  respecting  the 
right  of  Connecticut  to  the  jurisdiction  and  preemption  of 
that  Territory,  the  charter  and  Letters-jiatent  of  Connecti- 
cut being  in  fact  eighteen  years  prior  to  the  patent  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Penn,  which  in  terms  most  Explicit  did  cover  said  land. 

3*.  That  in  Confidence  in  the  Charter  of  Connecticut,  which 
they  judged  to  be  sure  and  sacred  as  the  Solemn  acts  of  any 
public  boily  Can  be,  and  with  the  Countenance  and  approba- 
tion of  the  Cohmy  of  Connecticut,  they  made  the  purchase  and 
Settlement  aforesaid  ;  and  have  at  vast  Expense  of  blood  and 
treasure,  purchased  and  defended  their  possessions  against  tho 
Common  enemy,  to  the  great  emohmient  and  Security  of  the 
United  States. 

4*^  That  although  the  Court  Constituted  to  determine  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  between  the  States  of  Connecticut  and 
Penn%  have  astonished  the  world  with  the  deeision  in  favor  of 
Pennsylvania,  yet  our  right  to  those  lands  in  possession,  are 
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fooBdad  ib  Uw  Ami  J  ante*.  M  CleftT  «n>l  aiwioMMioiMMft,  «nd 
we  euiiKX.  tuwl  vill  not  giv*^  It  ap. 

v.  Thai  Its  Oimlnet  of  iIm  Htaf;  uxl  peoirfr  of  PMin*  t«- 
«*nl*  the  pniprif^oni  'ff  the  \Mailt  tm  Ih«  rir<n-  ttoMi*  in  eoiue- 
qiimr^  of  (he  I)erre«  of  Trml'ifi  in  A.  I>.  I7*fi.  wwi  impolitie. 
anjiut  Aod  tyrmni««l  and  bar  «  fnwIoDrr  t'>  Intcmipl  the  har- 
MKiar  of  ibe  8ui>*. 

Voted,  that  tfaisComp'  will  ftnppMt  ibt^r  rlain  and  ri^t  of 
ihalioallUndjilfincoaihe  water* of  ih«  riTcr  8wq',  bialtid<d 
intlieir4««daf  paiel>aaerr>>Ritbe8iz  Sukwui of  Indiana. lUitiTa 
'>WDM>  A:  proprietor*  tb«rM>f.  and  Caaflmied  to  aaid  G<Miip' 
br  the  L«Ki*la(or*  of  tb«  Statv  of  fViiiiieelkai,  aurwlily  to 
lb<^  Uw«  of  (iai>l  State,  and  that  ibe  CooBJit^e  of  Said  Comp' 
hp,  ami  tb^'j  ar>;  berebj  aatboriz«d.  u>  dwpoae  of  all  ooa-re«i- 
(I'lit  ■lelinqiiC'Di  proprietors'  risbis  wbr>  bare,  or  aball  nta^eet 
fi  |iay  ifaiHr  (a<<w  a^rficaMj  fi  tbe  rotca  of  faid  Comp',  tak- 
ing rb*  pr>rioii»  step*  pointed  oni  in  the  aM  of  AmsbNj  rec 
nlittinc  th«  same^ 

Votttl,  that  thi*  Totop'  will  mpport  tb*  proprivtom,  ownem, 
Settli^rs  and  Claimaiit*  of  th?  t'oantrr  af'>r«aaid.  In  tb*4r  n«w 
appliRatjon  to  '.'oh^tv^h  t-n-  a  trial  of  ibe  right  of  Boil,  ag.nii  w 
lite  to  the  2*  paragraph  -t  Ih"  V  Artfelv  ••f  the  ConfMlMratitm 
of  ibe  Uniie'l  &lat«!>  of  Ami^rira.  and  that  we  will  prot«et  onr 
S^itleniD!ia:d<'"iintr>-.  fn>fn  all  lawiev  oatrat(«.  onjoMi liable 
a:i-l  wanloQ  d^prwlati'm!'  '>f  prr^vrrtT  or  pergonal  abtiae  wtiat- 
rrrvr.  aoder  Coanleiian^r  of  law  nr  olherwiM'.  antil  Sacii  ricfat 
t*  Jadi<riaUr  determitiH). 

Voiml.  that  #r^r>-at>l«  Ixxtie.!  aiMl  rlt«elir*  man  approved  by 
any  r>ne  <>t  ih*  Comp'' rv>niniiltiM'.  not  being  a  proprietor, 
ati'l  tbal  will  repair  to  Wromiug.  Mtbiiiit  himsetf  to  tbe  onlen^ 

^  ^^         i-.f  ihirCoinp'and  Tb<Hr'''oiniiiittecal  tbh  plairc', 

fhall  he«otne  a  half  phare  man  proprietor  In 
>a:d  '^ompaor.  ^ntitle>l  l'>  aJ)  tile  beoeSt>  of  anr  proprietor 
iber-:of  that  ba«  paid  bia  (nil  tasn  to  ibi*  time;  prai«id«d  be 
remain.-  ia  Said  Coontry  for  tbn*  *pacr  of  tbr««  ve«(«  a^  doc* 
not  'l-^par;  th^rvfrorn  witbo-i(  tbe  p'ruL-itJon  of  M>eb  con- 
siili««'  and  also,  provided  tba:  raeb  half  cfaan:  proprietors  do 
j^^^,   ^  ool    Ezeeed  M<>.  and    provided  t bey  arrive   by 

the  Br>-t  day  of  Oeioher  neii. 

Voted,  that  Col.  EhenenFr  Gray.  CoL  Tbon»a<  Dyer,  Balpli 
POmeroy.  E«q..  Timoihy  Btlwanfe.  Emi-.  Mr.  Mime*  Sberranl, 
J<»epb  Hamilton.  ELw^..  &nt  B'^rb.  E»q..  '.'-u  Z^bolon  Bat^ 
ler.  John  Franktin.  Em\..  Ladwi^Uplike.  Esq..  Ohadiah  Qotv-, 
EM|.  ,  and  Cap:.  Sam  Sireei.  bear>l  rh^y  ar»  herv-hr  apfMinted 
a  CoaBittee,  in  addition  (<;-ih-'  7-tai>)itiff  r-ommittee  of  the 


y^  CLAIMING  LANDS  IN  WYOMING.  1<W 

Voted,  that  the  Btanding^  Committee  he  and  they  are  heteby 
<sooiiffbtflto  be  di»-  ^^^^  authorized  to  disjwse  of  six  liundred  rig^hts 
i»<^»^ot.  in  said  general  Tract  of  Country,  for  the  use  of 

8ttid  Coiupy  using  their  discretion  therein,  and  to  amount  when 
required,  and  the  Clerk  of  said  Comp^  is  hereby  directed  to 
furnish  scud  Committee  with  such  number  of  Certificates  as 
they  .or  any  of  them  shall  require,  not  to  exceed  the  number 
of  8ix  hundred  in  the  whole,  each  Committee  man  to  be  ac- 
countable  for  the  number  he  receives. 

Vote<l,  that  this  Comp^  will  Circumspectly  conform  them- 
Helves  to  all  decisions  of  their  Claim  Constitutionally  liad ;  but 
4it  the  same  time  Cannot  omit  despising  the  treatment  this 
state  met  with  upon  a  former  trial,  the  Secretion  of  material 
pni)ers  by  our  opponents  until  after  the  trial  was  over ;  and 
iKeiiig  fully  assured,  the  New  England  Ancient  Royal  Char- 
ters were  the  only  ground  of  the  Northern  and  Western  Exten- 
sion of  the  United  States,  in  the  Settlement  with  the  late 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  as  far  south  as  the  Completion  of  the 
40**degreeof  North  Latitude,  Cannot  Content  themselves  with 
idle  speculation  only,  and  tamely  yield  a  tract  of  Country  ;  the 
grant  of  their  ancestors,  that  purcliased  themselves,  Estab- 
lished by  the  only  Legislature  on  Earth  that  had  right  to  Con- 
firm the  same;  and  defended  through  a  long  and  cruel  war,  at 
an  amazing  expense  of  property,  and  of  more  than  1000  lives. 

Vote<l,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  furnish  each  Com- 
iiiittee  man  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  proprietors,  and  the 
sums  due  from  each,  for  taxes  already  granted. 

Voted,  that  the  Treasurer  forthwith  (jM  on  all  receivers  of 
Taxes  and  others,  to  account  for  the  monies  by  them  received. 

Voted,  that  the  Hon.  Wm.  Sam*  Johnson  and  William  Judd, 
Bsq. ,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  agents  in  behalf  of 
this  Comp^,  in  all  matters  wherein  this  Comp^^  is  interested,  be- 
fore Congress  or  Elsewhere;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Comi>' 
I »e  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  out  a  proper  power 
of  Attorney,  fully  authorizing  said  Wm.  Sam^  Johnson  and 
Wm.  Judd,  Esq. ,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  they  have  a 
joint  and  several  Authority  In  all  matters  wherein  the  interest 
of  this  Compy  is  Concerned,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed, 
anti  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  furnish  such  sums  of  Money  to 
said  Agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  this  agency, 
and  they  shall  draw  upon  him  accordingly. 

Voted,  that  the  Standing  Committee  be  receivers  of  all 
Taxe*  granted  by  said  Comj)^  and  account  with  the  Treasurer 
when  thereunto  required. 

Voted,  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Comp*^  a<^lverti8e  in  the  puhiic*. 
prints,  that  any  person    Claiming  a   right    in  this  T)urchase, 
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sliafl  send  ia  the  Evidenoe  of  his  title  to  the  Clerk  of  said  Conip' 
bythetlrstof  Novemlier  next,  or  >ie  Torflver  Eioludetl  from 
any  right  in  the  purchaiH!. 

Votetl,  llmt  niiy  three  i>I  the  filonding  Gomulttea  b«i«, 
have  autliuhly  ti>  Call  n,  meeting  rir  the  Contp)  whenever  the 
Exigency  o(  the  Cuhe  miiy  requircH  the  Suine. 

Voted,  that  n  tax  of  one  dollar  on  each  whole  share,  and 
half  a  dollar  un  narh  lialt  i^hare,  be  imtuediatt-ly  jiaid  to  the 
Treaaarer  of  tliii*  Oonij>',  or  any  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

This  meeting  In  diaaolved. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Bosq*  Comp*  held  at  Hartford,  M^j  IT, 
1788. 

Col.  Elizar  Talcott,  Moderator,    item'  Qray,  Cleric. 

There  Voted,  that  all  peranns  settled  iind.)r  the  antbarity 
of  the  State  of  Penn*.  now  actually  inhabiting  apon  that  Traot 
of  Country  situate  upon  the  Wetit«rly  waters  of  the  Snsq* 
River,  and  purchased  of  the  nativ>4  i^y  the  Comp*  Called  the 
Susq*  Comp',  l>«and  the  same  are  hereby  fully  EMtablished  and 
Cimflrmed,  with  fall  and  at>eulute  piimemtion  of  the  lands  by 
them  actually  possefsed,  nnder  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  (P. 
A.  1780-00.  P.  114). 

Voted, that  this  Coinp'  Conscious  of  the  Equity  of  their  tiU^« 
to  the  lands  b"wifidt  purc>ta(«d  of  the  Natives,  and  Situatt^^ 
opon  the  waiere  of  thi-'River  Susq',  will  enpporl  and  maintair^ 
their  Claims  lo  the  lumls  aforesaid,  ant]  effectually  justify  an<l 
support  their  sedlfni  therein. 

Voted,  that  Sam' «ray,  tsq.,  Col.  Thomaa  Dyer  and  Col 
Kbeuer.erGray.  be  and  the>  are  hereby  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee, with  full  jKiwerand  antlioriiy  to  make  out  a  liHt  of  all  eucli 
persons  n^  ari^  proprietuiii  of  the  *&id  Tom])',  and  hAVO  paiij 
theiriaxt->  acreeably  to  the  votes  of  the  said  ''om|fr,  and  that 
all  iH-rHjU!'  thai  have  neglected  to  pay  their  taxes,  aad  sfaall 
n^ii-ct  It>  ]Hiy  the  SauM'  by  (be  fir^t  day  of  September  neit, 
shall,  and  th-?  Same  are  hert-t>j  Excluded  from  any  right.  In- 
leivsi  or  property,  within  the  T*- rri lory  aforesaid  ;  Said  liKt 
to  t>e  Completed  by  the  firft  day  of  Novemiier  next. 

Voted,  that  the  Commii(<-v<.>f  i)ie  Said  ('omp'  be,and  hereby 
iir?  fnllyaathorized.  toapply  to  th>-  H-inorable  (feaeral  Aasem- 
bly  of  this  State  tor  such  just  icv  a<  ^hAll  lie  ilne  to  said  Compr 
1  for  mrh  oth^r  advanta:;e#.  iM-iieiitf.  and  emoluments  as 
e  Cause  t-.i  graiit  %••  thf  said  Comp' ;  and 
ler  inaiirn  iivre«Bary  lo  t>e  clone 
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for  the  benefit  o€  Said  Comp',  acoordiniir  to  their  best  discre- 
tion.' 

Voted,  that  (>ol  John  Franklin,  Gen^  Ethan  Allen,  Major 
John  Jenkins  and  Col.  Zebulon  Uatler,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  a  Committee,  with  full  power  to  locate  townships 
within  the  Territory  aforesaid,  agreeable  to  the  votes  of  the 
said  Comp^,  in  the  room  and  stead  of  the  former  Committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  Said  Committee  are  also 
hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  to  inquire  into  the 
Claims  of  all  persons  now  settled  at  Wyoming,  and  such  as  shall 
make  out  their  Claims  in  pursuance  of  the  votes  of  said  Comp', 
mid  Committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  quiet  them  in  such 
lands  as  they  shall  find  them  justly  entitled  to  agreeably  to 
John  Ftmnkiin  ap-  ^^^  votes  of  said  Comp?^ ;  and  that  Col.  John 
SlSSfiff  o^mmiV  *'«"«^klin  be  and  is  hereby  Appointed  Clerk  of 
tM*  said  Committee,  and  directed  to  ket^p  fair  re- 

cords of  the  proceeding's  of  said  Committee,  and  the  transfers 
of  all  property  in  said  settlement,  and  that  Said  Clerk  transmit 
from  time  to  time,  fair  Copies  to  the  Clerk  of  this  Comp',  of 
all  such  locations  of  townships,  and  the  names  of  such  as  shall 
be  admitted  proprietors  by  such  Committee  in  virtue  of  the 
authority  aforesaid. 

Col.  John  Franklin  was  duly  sworn,  faithfully  to  Execute  the 
Said  office  of  Clerk  of  said  Committee,  according  to  the  above 
vote,  before  Sara'  Gray,  justice  of  the  peace. 


Hartford.  Deo.  «.       At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq* 
17W.  purchase,  duly  warned,  and  held  at  the  State 

House  in  the  City  of  Hartford.  December  26,  A.  T>.  178a 

CoL  Gad  Stanly,  Moderator.     Joel  Barlow,  Clerk  pro  tem. 

Several  public  papers  and  private  letters  relative  to  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  were  read. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare the  business  for  to-morrow,  and  that  this  meeting  adjourn 
to  that  time;  Accordingly,  Major  Judd,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Beach,  Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  O.  Wol- 
cott,  Mr.  A.  Woleott  and  Mr.  Hosiner,  were  appointed. 

The  meeting  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  Morning. 


December  27.  The  meting  opened  according 
to  adjournment,  and  the  Committee  reported. 
Whereupon  the  following  Resolves  were  passed  : 
Whereas,  it  is  an  object  of  great  importance  that  the  rights 
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of  the  .proprietors  under  the  Bnsq*  purohaee-  be  aeoertaindl 
and  theClaiiuuof  the  Bettlera  be  rediioeil  to  a  OerttUoty  anil 
their  titles  Confirmed  therefor. 

ResolTsd,  that  Major  Wm.  Jndd,  Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  Jnel  Bkr- 
low,  BBq..  Oliver  Woloot,  Junr,  Esq.,  Al.  Wolcot,  Junr..  £»q.. 
Col.  Oad.  Stanley,  Jomi*  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Doo.  Tim'  Horseinatt, 
Col.  Zeb°  Butler,  Col.  Nathan  Denisaii,  Obadlah  Uore,  fSaq.. 
Co).  John  Frankin,  Zerah  Beaoh,  Esq.,  Capt.  Bimoii  SpnldioK, 
HaJ' John  Jenkins,  Uh.j.  J.  Paul  Bohoote,  Abel  Pleroe,  Esq.. 
Gapt.  Jn*.  Bartel,  Capt,  Peter  Loop.  Junr,  John  Bay,  Esq.. 
Col.  Ebenezer  Oray.  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointedaOoiH- 
mlmion,  and  authorized  with  fnll  power  to  aaourtaln  by  ref- 
erence to  the  records  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Siuq*  Comp*,  and 
the  recordB  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  the  names  of  the  pro- 
prietors Claiming  under  Said  purchase, that,  as  soon  as  mfty  be 
tliey  make  out  a  fair  and  complete  list  of  the  names  of  all  th«« 
proprle tore,  and  annex  thereto  the  proprietor  of  land  to  which 
they  are  severally  entitled. 

That  as  soon  oh  said  list  shall  be  Completed,  It  shall  be  en- 
tered at  larffe  on  the  records  of  the  Commissioners,  and  shall 
be  Considered  as  full  and  Complete  evidence  of  the  title  of  the 
Said  proprietors. 

That  the  said  ComniissionerH  shall  thereupon  make  a  scru- 
tiny of  Every  person  Settled  npon  said  lands,  and  that  such  Ml- 
tiers  OS  shall  appear  to  have  iieen  proprietors,  heirs  or  assiifns 
of  ]>roprletoni,  shall  immediately  procure  the  looatiuns  to  Ite 
surveyed  and  ascertained,  which  afterbeiug  approved  hj-  wiid 
Commissioners,  shall  lie  recor<led  us  jiarcel  of  their  proprie- 
tary riRht. 

That  whenever  11  Hliall  appear  that  any  Settler  or  proprietor, 
has  made  a  location  by  )>ermlssion,  and  under  authority  front 
any  proprietor,  or  the  Comiiany,  the  quantity  of  land  located, 
shall  l>e  Surveyed  as  aforesalil,  and  if  approved  by  said  Com- 
missioners, fhall  be  renoriled  and  Coniiidered  as  i>arcel  of  the 
right  of  saiil  original  proprietor,  DnIeHs  otherwise  provldeit  liy 
the  votes  <if  this  C<)mpany. 

That  Said  CommiKsioners  lie  and  they  are  herebydlre<!tt>d,  U> 
ascertain,  locate,  and  Survey  to  each  and  Every  persoti,  who 
has  in  Consequence  nf  any  formi-r  grant  or  vote  of  said  Snsq* 
Comp',  ^ne  on,  and  Settlfd  on  Said  lands,  llie  ainonnt  nf  liis 
grant  which  lii'lng  reconli-d,  shall  vest  a  full  and  Complettt 
title  thereto  in  fiivor  of  Hiudi  periuin. 

That  said  Com nilMMi oners  lie  also  directed  anil  Empowered  t<i 
loeateand  Survey  in  favor  of  sni-h  persons  as  tliey  shall  jud|{e 
proper,  who  shall  nelually  Settle  iirid  oc<*upy  Said  lands  hv 
themeelves.  their  heire  or  uskI|;us.  not  Exceeding  20ft icores  on 
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ftnr  proprietors'  rtglit  who  htu)  either  by  himself  or  by  eoiiic 
other  peroon  under  him  8ettle<l  and  raiiioved  on  Uaid  iandti 
which  BQrveyand  location  Ifeiiig  recorded  Shall  vest  «  Com- 
plete title  in  sucli  Betllere,  and  Hhall  be  Considered  ae  p&rrel 
of  SQiih  proprietors'  riitlit. 

Tfa&t  Sttid  ComtnlsHionerH  eliall  lor^te  and  survey  all  fiiiirti 
gnuits  aa  they  may  make  in  favor  of  any  new  Settler  on  said 
lands  in  such  towns  an  have  been  already  granted,  ae  far  ii!' 
vacant  lands  Can  be  found  for  that  purpose,  or  on  suoh  gort^i 
of  land  Ml  remain  ungranted  between  said  towns  i  provided,  that 
nothing  herein  shall  i^e  Construed  to  affect  the  title  of  any  . 
aotaal  settler  in  Suoh  town.  Said  Commissioners  are  to  takn 
Kpeoial  Care  that  the  property  of  Widows  and  Orphans  he  in 
no  instance  infringed. 

That  the  said  ComraisBloners  shall  as  soon  as  may  be  Convene 
together  and  appoint  some  particular  place  for  their  holding 
their  Court  and  they  shall  in  no  Instance  hold  their  Court  in 
any  other  place  than  that  first  agreed  upon  unless  it  shaM 
not  be  convenient  to  meet  at  snch  place,  in  whinli  Case  it  shall 
be  in  their  power  to  adiouru  to  any  other  place  and  they  shall 
appoint  Some  proper  person  for  iheir  Secretary,  who  shall  kee)i 
fair  and  Aocnrate  records  of  all  iheir  proceedings  and  dettr- 
ini  nations. 

Thai  said  Com  mission  era  be  anil  they  are  hereby  authorirt-.l 
to  make  locations  and  surveys  in  favor  of  any  Settler  or  pro- 
prietor on  any  of  the  broken  or  mountainous  lands  lying  within 
five  miles  of  the  river  not  Convenient  to  lay  out  townships  five 
miles  sqnare,  and  annex  the  same  to  Hnnh  townships  as  they 
shall  judge  projier,  provide<l,  That  such  locaiion  shall  in  nn 
Instance  Exceed  000  acres  to  the  proprietor  of  a  full  right,  or  in . 
proportion  to  a  proprietor  of  a  lessqnantity  tli^n  a  full  right,. 
Inolnding  any  location  heretofore  made  by  snch  proprietor,  i>i' 
any  perHDii  iinil<-r  liiiii,  and  aluo  including  Kflch  locations  a- 
taay  be  by  tlii>  Miiid  f'oiiiuiissiouerK  made  in  favor  of  any  seliltr 

hereliy  anihorixed  to  grant  new 

i.if  thjjt  Comp*,  and  tin 

ee  for  that  puriMwo 

hnrlzed  to  enquiiv 
cication,  and  settle- 
the  former  regula- 
the  Same  n^  they 
.f  thisCompi;  and 
may  hrreiifter  Iw 
il  in  thift  Act.  shall 
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Tbat  any  tbr«e  of  the  said  Committee,  together  wlth<thelr 
Ueoretary,  Hhall  t>e  a  quornm  to  transact  any  of  the  buslnea 
uforaiiaid. 

That  the  ExpeaMiof  locating,  surveying,  and  determlQlag all 
laattere  aforexaid  xhall  be  i>aid  by  persons  in  whoee  favor  Buoh 
locating,  &0.,  shall  be  made  or  done,  and  that  said  Conrt  of 
<:ominiiu<loDerB  shall  in  no  inatance  exaot  or  receive  unraaaon- 
ablt:  or  exorbitant  fees. 

That  any  five  of  the  Bald  Com misai oners, with  their  Searetary, 
Hhall  be  a  Conrt  with  power  to  bear  and  Anally  determine,  all 
Co ntroversies  between  Actual  occupantH,  respecting  the  title 
■if  landH,  and  to  awaril  equitable  Oosis  in  the  usaal  form  of 
trials  at  law ;  this  power  to  determine,  whenever  a  form  of  io' 
ternal  government  shall  be  estallnhed  In  that  Country. 

Resolved  likewise,  tbat  the  (.'ouimtsaionerfl  aforesaid,  or  a 
majority  of  tliem.  be  and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and 
empowered  t-o  do,  and  transact  any  other  matters  and  thing* 
which  they  May  judge  necesxary  for  the  security  and  proteo- 
tion  of  the  Settlers  on  said  lands,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Comp'  of  Proprietors,  hereby  ratifying  and  Conllrming  what- 
ever said  CuminiHsloners  may  do  In  the  premises. 

That  no  new  settler  be  entered  in  tho  town  of  Claveraok,  by 
tboCourt  of  Commlss<oiieni,untilafterthe  first  day  of  Hay  next. 

Whereas,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jiinr,  late  of  Windham,  Esq., 
formerly  a  Committee  of  this  Conipi,  and  had  their  monies  in 
bla  handa,  and  hda  since  deceased,  leaving  his  acoonnt«  with  tho 
aaid  Comp'  unsettled. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Ebenezer  Gray  he  appointed  a  Committee, 
to  adjust  and  si^ttle  the  accounts  of  the  Comp?  with  the  Exa- 
eutrix  of  said  Wales,  and  reoeive  the  balance  If  any  there  Im, 
anil  account  therefor  with  the  Treasurer  of  this  Comp'. 

Voted,  that  each  person  that  was  Considered  by  this  Comp' 
tui  a  sufferer,  and  was  Compensated  therefor  in  a  township 
at  Muncy  Creek,  which  Ih  now  iro^tsesBed  under  Penn*,  l>e  ad- 
mitted by  the  Court  of  Commissioners,  to  take  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  land  in  any  township  to  tie  laid  out  in  Ilea  of  said  grant 
upon  said  Muncy  Creek,  provided  he  settle  the  same  the  next 
Summer  or  season. 

ThsI  Joel  Barlow,  Clerk,  pro  tem. 


[jb.  <■      im  ProcpedingHand  resolutions  of  Gonneotloal 

'  '■  "'  Susq*  Coinp'  at  their  meeting  held  at  Athene, 

Feb.  18.  17»5. 

The  proprietors   of  the   Connectioat  Susq* 
Compi'  are  notified   tbat  a  meeting  of  said  pro- 
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prietors  will  be  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Jaineu  Irwin  in 
Athens,  on  Tioga  Point,  and  Counry  of  Luzerne,  on  Wednes- 
day the  18^  day  of  Feijruary  next  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  of  the 
same  day,  on  buiiinesH  of  importance  to  the  CompJ'. 

Dated  this  26^'*  day  of  December,  1794. 

The  printers  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  are  requested  to  publish  the  above 
as  a  matter  of  public  Concern  for  the  benefit  of  their  Customer*;. 

John  Franklin,  Simon  Spauldinq, 

Pkter  Loop,  John  Jenkins,  Commissioners. 

Feb.  18,  1795.  Pre-  Agreeably  to  the  above  notification  published 
»™b'e-  in  (Conformity  to  the   rule  of  the  Connecticut 

Susq'  Comp'',  1200  proprietors  of  said  CompJ",  being  a  large  Ma- 
jority, Convened  on  the  18"*  day  of  February  instant,  at  the 
dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Ja^nes  Irwin,  in  the  township  of  Athens, 
County  of  Luzerne,  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Inn  keeper; 
and  having  elected  Elisha  Hyde,  Moderator,  and  David  Paine, 
Clerk,  of  said  meeting,  and  having  heard  read  a  Charter  of 
(yiiarles  the  Second,  late  King  of  Great  Britain,  &c. ,  bearing 
date  11***  of  April,  1662.  granting  to  the  inhabitants  of  Connec- 
ticut all  the  lands,  &c.,  lying  and  being  in  New  England, 
Butted  and  bounded  on  the  North  by  Massachusetts  Planta- 
tions, on  the  east  by  Narragansett  Bay,  on  the  South  by  the 
Sound,  and  in  Longitude  of,  and  within  all  the  breadth  afore- 
said throughout  the  mainland  to  the  South  sea  on  the  west  part, 
together  with  the  privileges,  &c.,  and  also  sundry  Statutes, 
acts^  deeds,  an<l  other  documents,  granting  and  Confirming 
the  Claim  and  title  of  Certain  lands  to  said  Coiiip^,  described 
and  bounded  as  follows:  Beginning  from  the  one  and  fortietli 
degree  of  North  Latitude,  and  ten  miles  east  distant  from  the 
Susq*  River,  and  thence  with  a  Northerly  line  ten  miles  east 
of  therirer,  to  the  forty-second  degree,  or  the  beginning  of  the 
forty-third  degree  of  North  Latitude,  and  to  Extend  west  two 
degrees  of  Longitude  100  miles,  and  from  thence  South  to  the 
beginning  of  the  forty-second  degree,  and  from  thence  east  to 
the  aforementioned  bounds,  which  is  ten  miles  east  of  the 
Susquehanna,  together  with  the  proceedings,  resolutions,  rules, 
and  regulations  of  fi>rmer  meetings  respecting  the  same. 

Adjourned  until  the  20"'  instant  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
to  meet  at  the  same  place. 


On  the  20^**  of  February  instant  at  1)  o'clock  in  the   morning 
i  meeting  opened,  made  some   rules  and   regulations   and 
the  following  Resolutions,  to-wit :. 

8- Vol.  XVIII 
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This  meeting  entertaining  a  liigh  s^niw  of  the  imyortancn  of 
ordur  and  good  KOVtrntiiuiit,  will  nxe  tholv  utmuxt  enileavoni 
lo  |>raveiit  any  ill-di»ixwt'd  [lerisoiiB,  without  due  authority,  un- 
liiwfuly  intruding  ut>on,t)urveyinK  or ottemptingiieiKe,  ande«t- 
tlt-  imy  of  the  nforewaid  luiidH,  will  awtiHt  in  [treHurvingthepulj- 
li<!  tmiice,  afford  ii  juitt  iiroteotion  to  the  propt^rty  of  the  real 
owiierH,  and  such  eettlere  an  enter  on  the  uanie  land  peacably 
in  due  Cnnrse  of  taw  and  under  real  proprietors  thereof,  l>eintf 
fiiEJy  determined  in  a  CnnstitutionaJ  and  legal  manner  only,  to 
mnlntnln  and  defend  the  title  and  Claim  which  the  aforeeuud 
Cinnti'' huvo  to  the  aforesaid  land ii,  and  alno  to  recover  eucli 
parts  thereof  oi^  are  poonedBed  in  opposition  thereto. 

Reaulved,  that  the  following  pereonH,  to  wit : 
HundinK  commii-      *'"'■  J"hn  Franklin, Ool.  ISehulon  Butler, (iea. 
>«-''  Uitiieon  Spalding.  (Jul.  John  Jenkinsand  Uajor 

EllHliaSatterlee,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne  and  Htate  of  Peon*; 
Timothy  Edwards  of  Stockhridgf,  County  of  Berkshire,  coni- 
niniiweolth  of  MaasaohusettH,  Esquire;  Doi-.  JoHeph  Hamilton 
of  the  City  ()f  Hudson,  in  the  Cnunly  of  Columbia,  and  Statu 
of  New  York;  Peter  Looj),  Jiinr.  .of  New  Town,  Coiinty  of 
Tioga  and  Btatenf  New  York,  and  William  Jndd  of  Farming- 
ton,  County  of  Hartfonl,  and  State  of  Oonnecticut,  li^rninirt*. 
i-roprieian  to  Ki-  '>*^  Coinniisiii oners  of  said  Com)>'  and  that  each 
M»Mh''™iL?or(or"  I'r^l'rielor  of  saiil  C)omp*  exhibit  his  claim  lo 
(e»  one  of  theaforesaidComniiHsioners,  onorl>efore 

the  llrst  day  of  March,  1T96,  or  the  tiume  will  be  Considered  for- 
feit. 

That  each  full  share  lie  entitled  to  two  thousaml  acres  of  land, 
and  that  Eight  full  shares  be  a  BufDcient  number  lu  Cover  a 
whole  township  of  5  miles  square,  and  in  the  same  proportion 
as  to  any  other  shares;  That  when  any  part  of  a  share  hath 
lu-en already  laid  out,  that  shall  he  deducted  from  the  said  two 
thousjuul  acres  to  be  laid  out,  and  the  deficiency  made  up  with 
IMirt  of  anolher  share. 

CniuniiHdoneni  1 «  That  any  three  of  the  aforesaid  Commissioneni 
ut  ■■mprieiori.  residing  on  the  aforesaid  lands,  be  empowered 

to  ascertain,  examine,  adju'jge  and  detennine.  by  reference  to 
tile  Records  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Siisq*  Coinj)',  or  any  other  re- 
cords, thunameN  of  projirietors  (Claiming  un<li-r  said  Company. 
ComminKionem Bjn-  That  they  make  out  a  Completu  llet  of  the 
li'»rof  nnin'e n™"  '  *  naiues  i>f  tlie  pri)i>rii'tors,  and  annex  thereto  the 
pro[H)rlion  of  land  lo  which  they  are  severally  entitled  at 
large,  on  the  Records  nI  said  Coniiiuiiy 

runinii^oioners  Bill-  That  any  three  CfunmiKsionerH  residing  an 
BTBnt'     "  """        aforesaiii   sliuU    Iw  and  are  hereby  authorized 
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and  empowered  on  the  application  of  Eight  proprietors  to 
g^rant  new  townships  of  land  equal  to  iive  miles  square  of  any 
of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  said  Comp^,  and  also  to  make 
grants  of  any  quantity  of  land  not  already  granted,  situated 
between  any  of  the  townships  heretofore  granted,  although 
the  same  lands  are  not  Equal  to  five  miles  square. 
€k>n<iitioD  of  Krantfl  That  whenever  the  said  Commissioners  hhall 
bi^thw  sTropriS-  make  any  grants  of  any  township,  on  the  ap- 
*^"-  plication  of  any  number  of  proprietors  hold- 

ing less  than  Eight  full  Shares,  the  townships  so  granted  shall 
be  divided  into  Sixteen  Equal  ])arts,  as  to  quantity  and  quality 
and  the  variant  rights  shall  be  Subject  to  be  filled  up  by  any 
other  applicants,  being  proprietors. 

commiMtonerBEm-  That  the  Commissioners,  or  any  three  of  them, 
penNliS^peraonsem-  residing  as  aforesaid,  be  empowered,  and  are 
ployed  In  the  Com-  hereby  authorized  to  fix  on  a  proper  Compen- 

paDj's  Bervlce.  ^ ,      ""  ,«  -,^ 

sation  for  the  Surveyor  of  the  Comi>y,  or  any 
other  officer  or  officers,  person  or  persons,  acting  as  agent  or 
agents,  or  who  are  or  have  been  employed  in  the  Service  of 
said  Compy,  and  a  Certificate  of  8ai<l  Commissioners  shall  en- 
title said  Surveyor  or  any  other  persons  as  above  mentioned 
to  receive  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  Comp'  the  sum  Certified 
under  the  hands  of  said  Commissioners. 
commisHioners  to      That  any  three  of  said  Commissioners  resid- 

compensate   suffer- 

era.  ing  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 

f>owered  to  Examine  into  any  Claim  or  Claims,  of  any  person  or 
persons,  for  any  service,  sulTering  or  losses,  -which  he  or  they 
may  have  performed,  suffered  or  sustained,  in  Consequence 
of  their  attachment  to  the  said  Comp^ ;  and  to  make  such 
equitable  allowance  in  the  lands  of  Said  Comp^  as  they  shall 
judge  reasonable. 

Survey  to  be  ap-       That  previous  to  the  issuing  of  anv  grant  as 

proved  by  the  sur-  r>  *    •=» 

veyor.  aforesaid  the  survey  of  the  land  to  be  granted, 

shall  be  approbated  by  the  Surveyor  of  said  Company. 

commissionerB'  That  any  three  of  the  Commissioners  resid- 
clerk  Empowered  to    .  *.,,  xi-^x  *•  i 

ispue  cerUdcates.       ing  as  aforesaid,  be  authorized  to  ascertain  and 

examine  how  many  whole  or  half  share  rights  of  the  six 
hundred  ordered  to  be  issued  on  the  13  of  July,  178.>,  have  been 
issued,  and  that  such  number  as  have  not  been  issued  may  be 
issued,  under  the  direction  of  any  three  of  the  Committee  re- 
siding as  aforesaid,  by  the  Clerk  of  said  Commissioners,  and 
disposed  of  by  him  for  the  same  uses  and  purposes,  for  which 
said  Certificates  were  directed  to  be  disposed,  by  the  voteti 
of  Bald  Comp^. 

That   a  tract  of   land   not  exceeding  four  towns  of  sixteen 
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Lbqci  for  paniiMiiir  thoiwam!  aorcM  enoti,  lie  inveiiteii  in  the  liandfi 
"'«•"■  of  Ihrif  ( 'iiiiiiuiMKiiiii^rH  retiiilint^iiH aforesaid,  for 

the  use  »ii(l  IwiiKllt  of  mlIiI  CoTUp^  ;  to  lie  diepoiied  of  iit  the  dis- 
cretion of  Said  Coniiiiiwlonerx. 

That  the  (Tonniitstiioiiers  procure  n,  Common  fipal  for  said 
lumniun  xeni  ui  be  (^""ilimyp  to  he  kept  in  theofflre  Of  Said  Coinp' 
iirodured,  dud  fliat  every  grant  o(   hinil   made  after  the 

lli'Kt  day  of  Jotie  next,  be  Healed  with  the  6ajd  fu>u). 

That  ail  the  authority  heretofore  veKtert  in  any  CommiwiionB, 
oirlCommiiiiionB  tu  is  liPrehv  declared  to  Cease  anil  determine  a» 
»■*«'  Touny  future  transactions,  and  theahove-named 

Cnmmiiisiouitrsare  liereliy  vested  with  tliesamepower  reHpeot- 
inK  any  mattern  tiot  herein  partiRtilnrly  specllled. 
j,i_,^^  Resolved,  that   Col.  John    Franklin    he    the 

Clerk  and  David  Paine  be  the  nsaiHtant  Clerk 
of  lliis  Comi)". 

T«Ma«r  '^*'*'  '^*''-  ■^"'"'  l^^i'klin  Ih-  the  Treas.  of  this 

Com  pi. 

That  Col.  John  Franklin  and  Col.  John  Jenkins  be  agenls  for 
AEonia  »nn  tbeir  thJsComii' loattendouany actloiispomuienced, 
*■""*"■  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  commenced,  attainst 

any  i>er8on  or  persons  in  [HiKHeiMiun  of  any  of  the  lands  Claimed 
under  the  BuRquehanna  Com|)anyaf<ireHaid,  Wherever  the  (n- 
teresiM  of  the  Company  are  Concerned. 

SDcieyor  BDd  IiIb  That  Col.  John  Jenkins  be  the  Surveyor  of 
*''"^-  this  Com pJ,  and  his  duty  shall  be  to  Superin- 

tend all  Surveys  and  locations  that  shall  be  made  in  the  Susq* 
purchase,  ami  also  to  make  an  actual  Survey  or  otherwise  as- 
certain the  exact  boundarlex  of  all  grantB  heretofore  given  by 
or  under  said  Comp^,  and  make  a  general  plan  of  said  pur- 
chase ;  and  the  said  surveyor  is  hereby  authorized  to  depute 
OS  many  Surveyors  who  shall  be  deemed  and  accepted  aa  de- 
puties, ai^  he  shall  deem  necessary. 

A«eTiti.^for  ..eer  Resolved,  that  Col.  John  Jenkins,  Mr.  8am' 
iwun^*.  (iordonand  Cupt.  Elisha Uatthcwson.  1>eagents 

in  behalf  of  this  ComiV,  to  meet  such  agents  as  maybe  appointed 
i>y  the  Delaware  and  Lackawack  Couijianies,  to  aspertain  and 
fix  the  boundaries  l>etween  the  res]>eclive  purchases,  aud  their 
decision  simll  he  final. 

c<j=.mitMe  f,.r.et-  ReMolved,  that  Col.  John  McKlnstry,  Col. 
tunKotcouni,.  Ktephen     Hogebooui,   (fen.     Simon    Simlding, 

misha  Hyde,  Ew). ,  and  Doctor  EIJHhn  Ely,  or  either  of  them, 
l>e  a  Committee  to  ("all  upon  and  Settle  with  any  former  Coin- 
ndttees  and  Treasun-r  of  siLJd  Company,  and  report  a  State- 
ment of  tlie  amount  to  the  nt'w  Treasurer  with  all  Convenient 
Speed. 
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Kiftht  Settlers  to  be  Resolved,  that  Eight  Settlers  be  on  each  Six- 
in  a  township.  teen  thousand  Acres,  and  the  same  projwrtion 

for  any  less  quantity  herein  After  to  be  granted,  within  two 
years  from  the  IssuinK  of  the  grant. 

MeeUniTB  when  to  Resolved,  that  on  the  application  of  twenty- 
be  warned.  four  proprietors  to  the  Clerk  of  Said  Company, 
requesting  a  Meeting  of  said  Coinp%  the  said  Clerk  shall  pub- 
lish Notification  of  the  time  and  place,  when  and  where  a  meet- 
ing shall  be  held,  which  notification  shall  be  published  at  least 
six  weeks  in  two  of  the  Newspapers  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  one  new8i>aper  in  each  of  the  States  of  Rhode  Island, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts,  wliich  Shall  be 
deemed  a  legal  notice. 

Resolved,  that  the  three  Commissioners  residing  as  aforesaid. 
Respecting  old  ^^**  authorized  to  make  such  arrangements  rel- 
»™°^-  ative    to    grants    heretofore    given,  where   a 

greaternumber  of  Certificates  have  been  filed  for  obtaining 
said  grants  than  are  at  present  required,  as  the  said  Commis- 
sioners shall  deem  Expedient. 

Resolved,  that  the  taxes  on  each  share  be  paid 

Tftxes 

to  the  Treasurer  or  Commissioners  previous  to 
the  issuing  of  any  grant  on  said  share. 

CommiBsionera  em-  Resolved,  that  in  Case  of  death,  inability  or 
Sfflcers.  ^  *^^  °  absence  of  any  of  the  officers,  Iiereinbefore 
mentioned,  any  three  of  the  ('oinmissioners  residing  as  afore- 
said, be  authorized  to  appoint  such  officers  for  the  time  being, 
until  the  meeting,  in  his  stead. 

Resolved,  that   this   meeting    be    adjourned 
Adjourned.  ^^^.j  ^^^  ^^^^  Monday  in  June,   1790,  then  to 

meet  at  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Irwin,  in  the  town  of  Athens, 
on  Tioga  Point  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Elisha  Hvde,  Moderator. 
Attest,  David  Paine,  Clerk  of  the  meeting. 
The  foregoing  proceetlings,  resolve.s,  &c.,  beginning  at  page 
399  of  this  Book  and  Continuing  to  this  page  are  truly  recorded. 

Teste,  David  Paine,  Assist.  Clerk. 


snsqa  Company  On  Moudav  the  G'"  of  Juiie,  1796,  at  10 o'clock 
Re^rds.  Mber  K.  ^  ^  The  proprietors  of  the  Siisq"  CompMnet 
at  the  house  of  James  Irwin  on  Tioga  Point,  agreeable  to  ad- 
joarnment,  and  having  elected  Elisha  Pitkin,  Moderator,  and 
heard  read  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  the  last  meeting, 
adjourned  until  Thursday  next,  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Elisha 
Matthewson,  in  this  town,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
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Un  Tliurtkliiy  at  U  u'niook  A.  M,  tli«  iiit'Rting  iipi^neil  and 
jiasnftl  (li»  foUowiriK  KtiHdliitiiiii,  to  wil  ; 

BHjiulve.l,  Diiit  Cliester  l)iii(;liaiii  of  Uloter,  County  of  I-u- 
■/Mn\f.,  CoiniiiDtiweitllli  of  IViiii*,  litt  ilii  ar'thig  Coiiiiniwioner 
111  IliH  room  (if  Zubiiloii  IJiillt-r,  lult!  iltmi'ufwd. 

That  tint  resolvo  [MiflNe:!  thn  18'"  of  Fpliruary,  ITlP.i,  mnpowwr- 
ing  the  CotiiininHioncrM  m  llll  op  towiiHliiiiH  a^p-uttablti  to  the 
rciniittr  l-fHohuiotiH  of  Ihf  SiiMii"  Coiin>'  with  twMity-five  propri- 
t!t^>rs  rii;litH  hu  tiiiNiii'iidi^il,  until  tlit!  riMng  of  the  next  ail- 
joiiriie<l  iiifi-tliiK  of  thiH  Cc>m{>'. 

That  tliH  r<!Hohiti<inM  of  February,  ITSl't,  Oo  not  Exclude  pro- 
priutiirn  from  briiighi)!  forwiml  their  SliareH  or  proprietors' 
riglilH  for  lorAt.lon  whose  ahureH  wurt"  previoiiHly  «ntere<l  In  the 
ReoorilM  of  Hai<I  Ooiii])'. 

That  thepowemof  IhHOoiiiiiiiHHJoneni  reHi»'i^tintftheapi>oint- 
ineDt  of  oQioerH  Im>  Continui'il  until  llie  next  ailjourneil  meet- 
inir. 

BeHolvi^il,  that  thiit  mnetint;  ■><■  mljoiirneil  until  tho  Beconij 
Tuewlay  in  Kcptenilipr  next,  then  lo  meet  »t  tlie  hoiim!  of 
Kllsha  Matthewsoii  on  Tioga  I'cHur,  iit  «  o>lo«rK  A.  M. 

Kli»lm  Pitkin.   Moderalor. 
David  Paine.  (Herk. 

TliH  foreffOinK  RphoIvcs  are  Irnlv  i-econleil 

Attest,  David  Paine.  Clerk. 


""■'rt.  'ubeVK  ^"  Tueaday  the  i;!'"  of  September,  ITIMI,  at  9 
■■iiiisBW'.  '    o'clock  A.    M,,  tli<^    priiprletorH    of    tli»    Hiiiici* 

<;oini>'  met  at  the  tiouxe  of  BIlMha  MatthewHoii  on  Tioga  Point 
at;reeable  toadjournnient,  and  Kledttsil  Biiiion  K)>u.ldinK,  Ewj. . 
Uoderator,  read  the  proceeding!!  anil  reHoliittoiiu  of  the  latit 
meeting  and 

Voted,  that  Col.  John  Pranklin,  Col.  Matthew  Scot t.  Col. 
John  JenkiuK,  Uon.  Bimon  Spaldi[igan<l  iHaac  Tripp.  KMq.,  be 
a  Couitnittf^  to  prepare  unil  inakt'  re|>ort  of  the  buHJuees  nec- 
etisary  to  be  done  at  thin  meeting. 

Adjourned  until  11  o'clock  io-inorro«  morning. 


We.  In 
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thorized  and  directed  to  take  such  legal  measures  as  he  shall 
judge  most  Expedient,  to  Collect  all  moneys  due  by  bonds, 
notes,  or  otherwise  for  arrearages  of  taxes  heretofore  granted 
by  this  Comi>'  for  the  rights  henjtofore  sold  for  the  use  of  said 
Company. 

That  four  townships,  five  miles  scjuare  each,  in  addition  to 
the  four  townships  voted  in  the  hands  of  tlie  (Commissioners  by 
thisCoinj)^  at  their  meeting  held  the  18^**  of  February,  1795.  be 
vested  in  any  three  of  the  Commissioners  residing  on  the  Susq* 
purchase,  to  be  disposed  of  by  them,  if  they  judge  Expedient, 
and  the  money  arising  therefrom  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
to  be  appropriated  in  defending  the  Claim  of  this  Company  to 
the  lands  aforesaid. 

And  whereas,  at  the  meeting  of  this  Comp'  aforesaid,  the 
Commissioners  were  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  residue  of  the , 
000  rights  ordered  to  be  vested  in  the  Said  Commissioners  at  a 
meeting   of  tliis  Comp^'  at  Hartford,  July  13,  1785 ;  and  it  ap- 
pears that  said  rights  have  not  been  disposed  of,  it  is  now 

Resolved,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Comi>y  be  authorized  to 
dispose  of  said  rights  agreeable  to  the  former  votes,  or  So  many 
of  them,  as  the  Commissioners  shall  judge  necessary,  the 
monies  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  this  Comi^^,  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Treasurer  to  account  with  the  Company. 

That  no  forfeiture  of  any  township  shall  take  place,  whicli 
towns  have  been  filled  up  with  tlie  rights  agreeable  to  the  rules 
of  this  Compy,  and  have  been  legally  granted  since  the  18"'  of 
February,  1798,  on  account  of  Such  township  not  being  settled, 
agreeable  to  tne  former  Resolves  of  this  Company. 

That  all  grants  of  lands  in  the  purchase  aforesaid,  issued  after 
this  meeting,  shall  be  recorded  before  they  shall  be  Considered 
as  valid  to  the  grants,  and  all  grants  heretofore  issued  which 
have  not  been  recorded,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Records  of  this 
Company  by  the  1**  day  of  May,  1797;  or  otherwise  the  Same 
lands  may  be  taken  up  by  other  proprietors. 

That  in  case  of  death,  absence,  resignation,  inability,  or  re- 
fusal to  serve,  of  the  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Surveyor,  or  any  otlier 
officer  of  thisCompy,  any  tliree  of  the  Commissioners  aforesaid 
are  authorized  and  empowered  to  fill  such  vacancies,  or  to  ap- 
point an  assistant  Clerk  if  necessary,  until  the  next  Meeting  of 
this  Company. 

That  the  resolution  of  this  Company  of  the  IS"'  of  February, 
1795,  requiring  the  claims  of  the  proprietors  to  be  Exhibited  by 
the  1'*  day  of  March.  1796,  be  extended  to  the  1'*  day  of  October, 
17Jf7. 

Adjourned  without  day. 

[The  records  of  this  meeting  not  signed  or  attested.] 
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Minutfs  of  tiro  meelinffs  of  the  Siiaq'  C'^mpany  held  at 
Alliens,  Btadjord  County,  Peumtylvauia. 

ProceeillnnK  and  rejjulatinns  of  tlif  8u«q' Uoiup' at  thuir 
meeting  tielil  »t  Athens  the  20"  of  Oct. ,  1801. 


Susqnchanna  Company. 

Tliu  proprietoFH  of  the  Conneotiout    Buwi' 

Ooiiip-'  aru  iiotilluil  i.liat  a  niotitiDg  of  said  pro- 

prletorH  wi'i  be  held  at  tile  dwelling  liuuae  of  Stephen  Tuttle, 

Juiir. ,  In  AthenH,  on  Tioga  Point,  ou  Tuesday,  the  20""  day  of 

Outuber  next,  at of  the  clock  A.  M. ,  of  the  B&ine  day,  on 

buHineSH  of  importance  to  the  CoQi|>aiiy.      Dated  at  Athene  th« 

day  of  Aug. .  1»01. 

^  John  Franklin,  Clerk. 

TheproprietoreofthitStateBof  MfiKHachuaettB,  Rhode-.Ielaud, 
C'onnecticiit  and  New  York,  are  reciuettteil  to  publish  the  above 
for  the  lieneUt  of  their  Custoinerx. 

Agreeably  to  the  foregoing  Notillcatiun,  a  number  of  the  pro- 
prietor!) met  at  the  lime  and  [dure  above  Specified. 
Sam'  Oray,  Esq.,  Chosen  Moih*rator.    John  Franklin,  Ulerk. 
Notice  havinglieeti  given  thatthe  mttetiiig  would  t)p adjourned 
,    lo  accommodate  the  proprietors  in  Lu/erne,  Accordingly   ad- 
journed until  Thuraday  the  32^  iuMtant  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. ,  to 
meet  at  the  Same  place. 


Tbiirsday,  October 'J2'.  Met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and 
reHolved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  arrange  and  pre- 
pare businerui  necessary  to  be  iicted  upon,  and  make  report  at 
this  meeting. 

Messrs.  Sam'  Avery,  Henj.  Hostwick.  John  Franklin.  John 
JenkiuH,  Daniel  llrown,  JobTurrell,  Er.ekial  Hyde,  Ebenezer 
Beeman.  .Tohn  SiKilding,  Samuel  Baldwin  and  Joseph  Klngit- 
hury  werp  ancordingly  appointed  for  tliat  purpwie. 

Adjourne<l  until  loiiion-ow  nt  2  oclock  ]>.  M..  Friday,  Octo- 
ber af . 


Tbc  <;«nipiuiy  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  TheCouiinit- 
tee  iippoinlfti  yesterday  inaile  rejiorl,  which  was  read,  when 
the  following   remdiuloiis  werti  aiireed   to  and  i)a»>sed,  to  wit : 

ThlM  nii-etiiig  taking  into  Cousiderat  ion  I  he  situation  of  their 
CliiiTii.  tbc  Inrge  Sums  of  Mom-v  Kxiiendetl  in  purchasing  the 
right  of  Soil.  Kettlingaful  defending  the  same,  do 
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Resolve,  that  although  the  Court  Con^^tituted  in  Conformity 
to  the  Confederation  of  the  United  States,  to  determine  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  between  the  States  of  Penn*  and  Connec- 
ticut, did  pass  a  ciecree  in  favor  of  Penn*  respecting  the  juris- 
iliction,  &o. ,  so  far  as  respected  the  Controversy  then  subsist- 
ing between  the  (contending  States;  yet  the  authority  of  that 
Court  did  not  Extend  to  decide  the  private  property  in  the  Soil, 
and  that  the  Committee  who  Composed  the  Court  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  tViat  the  decision  was  not  to  reach  the  ques- 
tion of  property  in  the  Soil ;  **That  the  right  of  soil  as  Claimed 
under  Connecticut  should  be  held  Sacred ;"  athough  this 
Compy  have  full  faith  and  Confidence  in  the  justice  and  equity 
of  their  Claim,  that  their  title  to  these  lands  was  first  derived 
from  a  Source  that  never  ought  to  have  been  questioned,  and 
that  the  same  has  been  defended  through  a  long  an<i  Cruel  War, 
at  a  vast  Expense  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  inhabitants ; 
yet  this  meeting,  taking  into  their  serious  (Consideration  the 
necessity  of  living  in  friendship,  and  harmony,  and  peace,  with 
the  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  jmrticularly  with  the 
Citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn*;  of  which  the  Settlers 
under  the  Connecticut  title  are  a  part ;  and  whereas  many  of 
onr  fellow  Citizens  Claim  the  same  land  under  a  different  title, 
adverse  from  the  Claim  of  this  Com|>y,  and  their  Settlers,  that 
in  Consequence  of  those  Contested  Claims,  Controversy  has 
many  years  subsisted,  which  has  not  only  occasioned  a  pecu- 
niary loss  but  the  shedding  of  blood;  that  having  an  ardent 
desire  to  put  end  to  a  (Controversy  of  so  long  duration,  to  pre- 
vent litigation,  and  to  Cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with  our 
fellow  Citizens,  are  disposed  to  meet  our  adverse  Claimants, and 
to  endeavor  to  bring  into  Effect  a  reconciliation  of  the  Con- 
troversy, by  an  amicable  Compromise,  and  it  having  been  Ex- 
presses! to  this  meeting  that  the  Pennsylvania  ( -laimants  on 
their  l>art,  are  disposed  to  offer  and  effect  a  settlement  by 
Compromise — therefore, 

Resolved,  thatflve  be  appointed  a  Committee  and  empowered 
(any  three  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum)  to  treat  with  Committees 
or  agents  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  appointed,  an<l 
pr'^perly  authorized  by  and  in  behalf  of  the  Penn* land  Claim- 
ants, and  to  receive  and  make  propositions  in  l)elialf  of  this 
Comi>y,  to  reconcile  the  (^^ntroversy  between  the  Contending 
parties,  respecting  the  Contested  Claim,  by  an  amicable  Com- 
promise. 

Resolved,  that  Messrs.  .John  Franklin,  Sam'  Avery,  John 
Jenkins,  Ezekiel  Hyde,  and  Sam'  BaNlwin  be  and  they  an? 
hereby  appointed  a  (/onnnittee  in  behalf  of  this  Comp-^,  to 
Carry  the  foregoing  resolves  into  Execution. 
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ItuHoJvi'il,  iliut  MeHBra.  Jose[>li  Kfuney.  Beiij.  BoKiwick,  l>an' 
Brown,  Nuitli  JUiirruy,  Jom^jiIi  KiiiKHbiiry,  Elinha  Uatlurlue, 
Joliii  I'ittrce,  Et>eiifz(.>]-  Bpemuii  niul  Jotiti  Spaliliiiti,  l>e  and 
they  aro  hereby  npiiointttl  ti  xtniiiliiitt  Coiuiiiiltfe  of  tliitt  Coiu- 
paay  (a  majority  or  whom  lo  lieaqnoriiin)  to  Kierciiteitll  8iioh 
jtowerH  hh  iniiy  1h'  <li>J>'i;atfil  to  tlieiii  by  1hiH  or  uny  other  fur- 
ther meetiiij;  of  thiM  Cotiip^,  ami  (larlieularly  to  draft  and  give 
iiiHtnioIiinis  to  the  nforetiaid  Cmniiiittee,  relative  to  a  Com- 
promise ^¥itll  tiie  ailviTrie  Claiiiiantit,  tlit>  Committee  to  havA 
l>arl i(!iiliir  regard  to  liie  iiitereHt  of  the  proprietors aad  settlers 
iinili^r  this  (ToMituiriy. 

Rexolved,  that  ill  Cnne  the  Committee  aforenaid  should  be 
uiiHiicfM'XHrid  in  nil  attempt  to  effect  a  Compromiiw,  this  Comp' 
hoi'Hby  pledge  their  fait.li  to  eauh  other  their  iiilerefit  in  propor- 
tion to  ilie  property  t)iey  Claim  ill  Niid  lands,  if  neoessary,  they 
will  unite,  anil  hy  all  legal  means  to  the  utmost  of  their 
jMiwer.  will  maintain,  8up|>ort,  and  defend  their  Claim  and 
right  of  foil  tn  the  land  and  pusseHsion  lying  within  the  limits 
of  their  piirvhiiHe  ma<le  of  the  Indian  natives,  and  ratified  and 
approved  l>y  the  I^egislature  of  Connecticut,  antecedent  to 
tile  settlement  of  the  j  iiriMllotion  lietween  that  State  and  the 
Oomuionwealth  of  I'enn*.  and  that  they  will  aid,  assist,  and 
<lefend  the  settlers  on  Maid  laud,  holding  ami  potwewing  the 
snme  under  the  aforesaid  title,  derived  from  Connectieiit, 
agiiinst  the  adverse  Olaiuiantti  in  all  ('ases  where  the  title  of 
lundiinliiinie<l  under  grants  of  ditferent  States  is  Concierned  or 
Called  in  qnestion,  and  that  the  agents  of  this  Couip',  in  ad- 
dition to  tlie  powerH  nnd  authority  heretofore  given  them,  be 
ntid  they  are  hereby  authorized  nnd  empowered  (if  they  deem 
it  expedient)  to  apply  to  Congrexs  in  t>ehalf  of  the  proprielorH 
and  Settlers,  for  such  redress  as  may  l>e  Conducive  to  the  gen- 
eral Interest  of  this  f'omp',  and  which  liy  the  Constitution  of 
tlie  United  tltntes  we  iiiny  he  entitled  to,  and  the  Committee 
of  this  (.'otiipauy,  he  nnd  tliey  are  hereby  empowered  (if  they 
jiiilK"  it  necensary)  to  appoint  and  empower  a  s|>eoial  agent  to 
attenil  Congress  iu  lielinlf  of  tilts  Conip'.  and  todoand  per- 
rorm  nil  things  proper  and  Inwfnl  for  an  agent  to  do  to  obtain 
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against  any  saits  that  are  now  pending,  or  may  hereafter  be 
brought  against  any  settlor,  or  settlers,  under  the  Connecticut 
title. 

Daniel  Kinne  was  Chosen  Chairman,  Sam'  Baldwin,  Clerk. 

Whereas,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides 
that  the  Judicial  authority  shall  extend  to  Controversies  be- 
tween Citizens  of  the  Same  State,  Claiming  lands  under  grants 
from  different  States. 

And  whereas,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Stages,  it  is  provided, 
iliat  in  actions  Commenced  in  a  State  Court,  the  title  of  land 
being  Concerned,  and  the  parties  are  Citizens  of  the  same 
State,  and  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  Five  hun- 
dretl  dollars,  &c. ,  if  Either  |>arty  before  the  trial  shall  state  to 
the  Court  and  make  affidavit  (if  the  Court  requests)  that  he 
Claims  and  shall  rely  upon  a  right  or  title  to  the  lands  under 
grant,  from  a  state  other  than  that  in  which  the  trial  is  pend- 
ing, &c. ,  and  shall  move  that  the  adverse  party  shall  inform 
the  Court,  whether  he  claime  a  right  or  title  to  the  land  under 
a  grant  fiom  the  state  in  which  the  suit  is  pending,  the  said 
adverse  party  shall  give  such  information,  or  be  debarred  from 
pleading  such  grant,  or  giving  it  in  evidence  upon  the  trial, 
and  if  he  inform.     *    *    * 


AN    EXAMINATION 


(}V  THK 


CONNECTICUT    CLAIM 


TU 


LANDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


1774. 


(126) 


,  [The  rollowine  iiiiportant  riocninttnt,  written,  tt  IB  8tnte<], 
miUiily  by  H^v.  Williuiu  Siiiith,  1).  U.,  Provost  of  the  Unl- 
verMity  of  PfiinKvlvuniii.  in  1T74.  It  rio  admirably  refiilt*)!  the 
elafiii  or  noriiif  ntiont  ainl  withiil  is  no  Important  a  paper  In  the 
Wyominti  controversy,  that  we  here  givH  tt,  in  fiiil.] 


AN  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT 
CLAIM  TO  LANDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Notion  of  extending  the  Claim  of  the  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut to  Jjands  Westward  as  far  as  the  South  Sea,  t>»ereby  in- 
cluding a  considerable  Part  of  the  Royal  Gfrant  of  Pennsylva- 
nia made  to  William  Penx,  Bsq ;  as  well  as  of  the  western 
Crown  Lands  yet  ungranted,  seems  to  have  been  first  started 
about  twenty  Years  ago,  by  a  certain  Schemer;  and  has  since 
generally  treated  as  the  wild  Chimera  of  a  visionary  Brain. 
In  this  Light  it  would  deserve  still  to  be  considered,  if  it  was 
not  rendered  more  serious  bv  a  late  Resolve  of  the  Connecticut 
Assembly  to  support  that  Claim—a  Resolve  which,  after  long 
declining  to  interfere  in  the  Matter,  seems  at  last  to  have  been 
obtained  from  them  with  much  DiflHculty,  in.  the  Strength  of 
some  late  Law-Opinions  from  England. 

It  is  porjKJsed  therefore,  in  the  following  Sheets,  without 
calling  in  Question  the  great  and  acknowleged  Abilitit'S  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  have  signed  those  Opinions,  to  examine  the 
State  of  the  Case  laid  before  them.  Pre\ious  to  which  it  will 
be  proi>er. 

1st..  To  take  some  Notice  of  the  different  American  (iranrs, 
aitd  particularly  those  of  New  England. 

2dly.  To  enquire  under  what  Circumstances  the  Settlement 
of  Connecticut  was  made,  and  its  present  Charter  obtained. 

3dly.  What  is  the  true  Construction  of  the  Charter  Limits  of 
that  Colony,  what  has  been  their  own  Construction  of  them, 
and  the  Construction  made  by  the  Crown,  as  well  as  by  their 
neighbouring  Colonies,  for  more  than  a  Hundred  Years? 

Some  incidental  Remarks  will  be  intersjKirsed,  and  on  the 
whole  it  will  be  submitted  whether  their  Charter  at  first  could, 
and  mnch  less  after  the  Acquiescence  of  near  a  whole  Century, 
it  now  can.  be  extended  in  the  Sense  they  claim,  thereby  vacat- 
iufj  other  intermediate  Crown  Grants,  and  numerous  Settle- 
ments of  Boundaries  since  made  bv  the  Roval  Authoritv?  And 
lastly,  whether  on  this  full  and  true  State  of  the  Case,  those 
learned  Gentlemen  in  Knglantl  would  have  given  the  same 
Opinions,  or  indeed  any  Sanction  to  the  Connecticut  Assembly 
for  voting  their  Support  to  a  Set  of  Men,  who,  in  a  lav^  less  and 
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iKwtilti  Uaniier,  have  liivtwled  this  Province,  ami  (iispow 
luiuiyuf  its  ii(^iiociibli<Ti>liaI)itantH,  uttttled  ut  leaet  h  hundred 
Mlleti  within  itH  known  HouikU? 


The  Crimn  of  KiiKlaiul  acqiiirt^l  a  Title  to  North  America 
F  V^Km'  "k  lid  ''^  Discovery  ;  and  the  first  (irant  wa«  Lett'era* 
miiw.  Patent  by  gnuen   Elizabeth   ilated   June    llth, 

1578.  to  air  Hunipliry  Wilhert,  Knt.  "for  the  inhabiting  and 
-planting  of  our  People  in  Atuerico."    The   next  was  to  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  half  Brother  to  Sir  Humphrey, 
"'    ■  Marcli  Mth.  1584,  entitled  "  Letters-Patents  by 

■Queen 'B  Majesty  to  Mr.  Walter  Raleigh,  now  Knight,  for  the 
■discovering  and  planting  of  new  Lands  and  Countries,  to 
■conlhia^the  Spaoe  and  Tiino  of  six  Years,  and  no  more." 

Other  GrantH  followed,  but  they  seem  all  to  have  benn  ooa- 
*^d*N'  'taVfrS"!""  '''"^'"''*''  "^  *'°'''  '')'  JimeB  1.  who  On  the  10th  of 
"f:  '    April.  160U,  erected  two  several  Colonies,  grant- 

ing to  Bir  Thomas  (fates  anil  otherif,  by  the  Nanie  of  the  Ist 
Colony,  Leave  to  plant  any  where  between  34"  and  4)°,  in 
North- America,  then  generally  called  Virginia;  and  2dly.  to 
Tlicnnnn  Hanhain,  Esq ;  and  others,  by  the  Name  of  the  2d 
Colony,  the  like  Leave  to  plant  any  where  between  38°  and  45° 
North  Latitude.  Each  of  these  Colonies  were  to  be  limited  to 
one  hundred  Miles  Square,  viz.  fifty  Miles  on  eaoh  Bide  of  their 
first  Plantation  along  the  Hea  C'oast,  and  one  hundred  Miles 
back  into  the  Country,  "  directly  over  against  the  BeaCoast." 
"yuch  of  the  said  Colonies  as  flionid  la^t  plant  thenwelAa, 
■■  was  not  to  come  within  one  hundred  Miles  of  the  Colony  that 
"should  first  plant,  nor  mighc  plant  on  tlie  ba«k  of  them 
'■without  express  Licence." 

Id  snuih  vjniinM  May '33)1,  1609,  King  James  gave  a  ad  Charter, 
iiuu.  to  the   first   Colony,  or  Mouth    Virginia   Com- 

|iany,  with  400  "Miles  of  Sea  Coast  :  which  lie  further  oonflrmE 
M«r.  i!Ui  1613.  M  ''y  "  third  Charter,  March  13th,  1811-13,  grant- 
i'"""  ing   them   further    all    the   Islands  within   BOO 

Leagues  of  their  Sea  Coasts,  which  are  described  to  lie  "  within 
"and  between  the  41st  aTid  80th  Deg.  of  North  Lat."  eictanding 
■'>°siill  farther  South,  but  always  including  the  4l8t  Degree. 
Hoth  these  Chartercare  wilii  this  Proviso,  that  "the  said  Is- 
Vrom  thp  uuhiic  ■■liuuiHor  any  of  the  Premises,  werenot  actually 
SBiTBHiiiBi.       "■    "iMiwueMsed  or  iiihaliitetl  by  any  other  Christian 
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*•  Prince  or  State,  nor  within  the  Northern  Colony  heretofore 
**by  us  granted  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  our  loving  Subjects 
**in  North  Virginia**— These  Grants  were  also  to  extend  "up 
*Mnto  the  Land  throughout  from  Sea  to  Sea,  West  and  North- 
West  ;**  and  under  tliem  South  Virginia  (now  Virginia  proper) 
coi.  Beverley's  ^^^  Settled  and  governed  till  1626,  when  the 
Hi»i.  of  viFR.  Company   was    dissolveo,    and    the    Country 

erected  into  a  Royal  Government. 

The  North  Virginia  Comi>any  had  no  new  or  distinct  Grant 

/roin  1606  till  1620,  nor  made  any  Attempt  to  settle,  except  a 

Very  feeble  one  at  Sagahedoc  in  1607,  which  was  deserted  the 

following  Spring  all  who  survived  the  Winter  having  returned 

to  England.     Even  as  late  as  1618,  when  South  Virginia  began 

to  make  some  Figure,  Captain  Argul  its  Governor,  coming  on 

.    _  a  Cruize  to  the  Coast  of  North  Virginia,  now 

M.  bid 

New -England,  found  a  French  Settlement  and 
^ort  a  little  North  of  Cape  Cod,  and  near  the  very  Place  where 
^hu  llrst  Settlers  of  New-England  landed  and  began  their  Col- 
ony two  Years  afterwards.  Captain  Argal  destroyed  this  Fort, 
broke  up  the  French  Settlement  and  obliged  them  to  surren- 
der their  Charter. 

Indeed  the  planting  Colonies  seems  not,  for  a  long  Time,  to 
liave  been  even  in  Contemplation  among  the  North  Virginia 
<^ompany,  but  the  only  Establishment  of  little  Factories,  like 
those  of  other  trading  Companies,  for  Traffic  with  the  Indians 

and  managing  Fisheries  on  the  Coast.  This 
was  long  since  observed  by  Richard  Blome, 
w^ho  in  1687  published,  and  dedicated  to  King  James  lid  an 
'Account  of  the  English  Territories  in  America.  No  greater 
-^Xnprovement,  says  he,  speaking  of  the  North  Virginia  Grant, 
"^  ^vras  made  of  those  grand  Portions  of  Lan<l,  than  the  erecting 
*  «k  few  Cottages  for  Fishermen.  **  And  a  judicious  Historian  of 
:^«ir  own  time  observes,  that  if  "Religion  had  not  become  at 
"^  la»t  the  Inducement,  it  is  doubtful  whether  Britain  would 
^  have  had  any  Colonies  in  America  at  this  Day.  One  hundred 
■^  and  twenty  years  had  passed  since  the  Discovery  of  this 
■"  northern  Continent  by  the  Cabots,  "  without  any  English  Col- 
*"  ony  being  planted  there,  except  that  of  South  Virginia, 
^  which  was  then  in  its  Infancy,  struggling  for  Life.** 

It  was   not  till  August,  1620,  that  the  first  real  Planters  of 
ew  England  embarkM  from  Old  England,  consisting  only  of 
art  of  a  single  Congregation.     Their  original  Purpose  was  to 
ettle  near  Hudson's   River,  which  they  rightly  considered  (if 
t  had  not  been  for  the  Pre-cccupancy  of  the  Dutch)  as  within 
"_  be  Grant   to  the  South  Virginia  Company ;  from  whom  they 
ccsordingly  procured   some  Right  of  Settlement.      They  did 
d-l-VoL.  XVIII. 
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not  however  proceed  to  Hudeon'it  Hiv«r,  their  Pilut.lt  in  eaiU. 
buiug  bribed  by  ttie  Dutch  to  ctirry  them  farther  No.'-tli ;  but 
it  ie  OH  prolwble  that,  hi  their  weak  State,  tliey  did  not  eveu 
wiiilt  to  be  Bet  ashore  ilia  Part  of  the  Country,  wliere  they 
would,  on  their  firbt  Landing,  liave  to  contend  with  a  Pownr 
already  in  actual  PossesBion. 

This  Emigration  revived  the  ProJfOt  of  settling  their  Part  «t 
AinerleaamouK  the  North  Virginia  Company,  who  anoordingiy 
wj^PjjJjn^jto  got  a  new  Patent  dated  November  »d,  1830,  iu- 
t*iriBaaU.  corporatlng  them  by  the  Name  of  tlie  Coancii 

established  at  Plymouth,  &c.  "for  the  planting,  &o.  New-En^- 
laud  in  Ainerioa"— This  Council,  as  the  Name  liDplles,  wuh 
rather  a  Board  of  Trustees,  for  paroelliug  out  Lands  to  the 
King's  Subjects,  (whioli  they  were  authorized  and  oommanded 
to  do)  than  real  Proprietors  of  the  Boll  themselvefl.— Aad  altho' 
they  might  tranefer  Lands  within  their  tirant,  they  could  not 
•  transfer  the  Power  of  Government  to  any,  nor  ooostitute  any 
subordinate  Corporation. 

As  the  Patent  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth  is  the  Founda- 
tion of  other  New-England  Orantfi,  it  is  neoemary  to  give  its  ex- 
press Tjlmits,  viz-  : 

"All  that  Part  of  America  lying,  and  being  in  Breadth,  from 
"40°  North  Lat.  to  48°  inclusively  ;  and  in  Length  of  and  within 
"all  the  Breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  main  Lands  from 
"Sea  to  Sea,  provided  any  of  the  Premises  were  not  then  ar- 
"tuallyposHesHed.or  Inhabited,  by  any  Christian  Prince  or  State  ; 
"nor  lay  within  the  Bounds,  Limits,  or  Territories  of  that 
" Southern  Colony  heretofore  by  us  granted." 

But  the  Butch  hail  then,  and  long  l>etore,  uotaally  posaestted 
Hudson's  River,  and  were  now  extending  their  Trade  and  Set- 
tlements as  far  East  and  North  as  Connecticut  River ;  so  that 
nothing  could  pass,  by  this  Patent.  West  of  that  River,  as  han 
been  urged  In  the  Contest  between  New-York  and  New-Gng- 
land  Colonies,  and  Determinations  of  Boundaries  made  oti 
that  Distinction.  And  if  the  I'reoccupanoy  of  the  Dutch  ha>l 
not  llmlled  this  Patent,  the  prior  Grant  tc>  the  Bouthem  Col- 
ony, then  in  full  Force,  included  the  40th  and  41st  Degrees ;  ho 
that  nothing  of  the  Southward  of  the  Beginning  of  the  tid  de- 
gree couM  pass  by  it,  unless,  that  in  Virtue  of  the  Patent  of 
1«MI,  which  gave  fifty  Miles  on  the  »ea  on  each  Side  uf  the  first 
Settlement,  the  North-Virginia  Com|>any  ha<l  ma<ie  noniu 
Plantation  on  the  Sea  Coast,  within  less  than  fifty  Mile» 
North  of  the  Completion  of  the  41st  Degro;,  that  is  somewhere 
South  of  41°  44'.     But  this  is  not  pretended  ;  the  Attempt  at 

*This  was  admitted  before  the  King  in  Council  100  Years  ago.  See 
Sir  William  Jones's  State  of  the  New  Hampshire  DlBput««ad  Opinion 
In  Hutchinson's  History. 
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Sagahedoc,  if   that    eouUi  l>e   called  a  Settlement,  being   far 
North  of  this. 

The  first  Grant  by  the  Council  of  Plymouth  was  that  of  Mas- 
sachusets  Bay  to  Sir  Henry  Roswel  and  others,  March  19,  1627 ; 
the  Limits  of  which  are  matericJ,  as  bounding  one  Side  of  the 
subsequent  Connecticut  Charter,  viz. 

Firat  Bonnds  of  the       '*  All  that  Part  of  New- England  in  America 
ony.  ''between    a   great    River    called    Monomack, 

''alias  Merimack,  and  a  certain  other  River,  there  called 
''Charles  River,  being  in  the  Bottom  of  a  Bay  called  Massa- 
"chusets;  with  all,  and  singular,  the  Lands,  &c.  lying  within 
three  English  Miles  on  the  South  Part  of  the  said  Charles 
River,  or  of  any  and  every  Pare  thereof*  and  all,  and  singu- 
lar, the  Lands,  &c.  lying  within  three  English  Miles  to  the 
*' Northward  of  the  said  River  called  Merrimack,  or  to  the 
**  Northward  of  all  and  every  Part  thereof;  and  all  Lands,  &e. 
"lying  within  the  Limits  aforesaid.  North  and  South  in  Lati- 
^tude,  and  in  Breadth,  and  in  Longitude  of  and  within  all  the 
"Breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  main  Lands  there,  from 
"the  Atlantic  and  Western  Sea  and  Ocean  on  the  East  Part, 
"to  the  South  Sea  on  the  West  Part." 

But  as  the  Council  of  Plymouth  could  not  constitute  the  said 
Sir  Henry  Roswel  and  his  Associates  a  Body  Corporate,  nor 
convey  to  them  the  Powers  of  Government,  they  obtained  from 
Charles  I,  a  Royal  Patent  dated  March  4th,  1628,  for  the  Pur- 
poses aforesaid,  as  well  as  for  the  Confirmation  of  their  Right 
in  the  Soil.  This  Patent  is  bounded  and  limited  eicaotly  as 
above,  with  the  like  Proviso  as  in  the  Patent  to  the  Council  of 
Plymouth  itself;  viz..  of  the  Land  or  any  Part  thereof  "not 
"being  actually  possessed  by  any  other  Christian  Prince  or 
"  State. " 

The  first  Design  of  these  Grants  waf*,  as  hath 
been  hinted,  only  to  constitute  Trading  Com- 
panies, like  that  to  the  East-Indies.  But,  considerable  Set- 
tlements l>eing  soon  made  within  the  Massachusetts  Grant,  it 
was  resolved  to  transfer  the  Patent  and  Government  to  New- 
England.  How  far  this  wa>s  a  legal  Measure,  need  not  now  be 
enquired.     It  was  certainly  an  useful  one. 

We  come  next  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  with  which  we 
are  more  immediately  concerned.  The  first  Grant  made  of 
any  Part  of  this  District  is  said  to  have  been  to  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  but  from  whom  is  not  certain.  Hutchinson,  Vol.  I. 
p.  64.  in  the  Note,  says  only  in  general,  that  "he  had  obtained 
"a  Grant  of  the  Sea- Coast,  from  Narraganset  River  to  the 
"Sonth-West,  forty  T^eagues,  to  keep  the  Breadth  to  the  South- 
;"  but  does  not  say  from  whom  tlie  Grant  was  obtained. 
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llowevwr,  in  Vol.  II.  p.  20ii,  he  adds,  that  it  **  was  obtained  from 
'•theCounidl  of  IMyiuouth  in  1630."  Neale  says,  he  obtained 
*it  about  the  Year  1630  from  Charles  I/'— Probably  both  may 
be  right.  The  Council  of  Plymouth  may  have  granted,  and 
the  Crown  confirmed,  iis  in  the  Case  of  Sir  Henry  BoswePs 
(xrant ;  but  neither  of  those  (irants  to  Lord  Warwick  are  to  be 
found  in  America,  nor  could  they  long  since  be  found  in  Eng- 
land ;  though  some  say  the  latter  of  them,  viz.  that  from  the 
Crown  is  to  be  found  inrolled  in  the  Petty  Bag  Office  in  Rng- 
lund.  Others  still  think  tnat  Lord  Warwick,  who  conveyed 
his  Right  to  Lord  Bay  and  Seal,  Lord  Brook,  Pym,  *  Hampden 
and  others,  March  19,  1631,  acted  only  as  President,  or  one  of 
the  Members,  of  the  Council  of  Plymouth,  empowered  so  to 
do. —But  no  Authority  or  Right,  of  this  or  any  other  Kind,  is 
set  forth  in  the  Deed  itself,  by  Lord  Warwick. 


Section  II. 

Sir  Henry  Vane  the  younger,  and  John  Winthrop  Son  of  John 
Winthrop,  Esq  ;  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  were  the  first  who 
are  said  to  have  been  empowered  to  plant  under  this  Orant 
to  liOrd  Say  and  Seal,  &c.  Sir  Henry  came  to  Boston  on  this 
Project  about  the  Year  1636;  but,  without  beginning  the  Con- 
necticut Settlement,  soon  returned  to  England,  to  act  in  a 
different  Sphere.     Others  f  however  prosecuted  the  Desig^. 

The  first  Set  of  Adventurers,  who  went  out,  were  about  100  in 
Number,  with  Mr.  Hooker  at  their  He.ad.  They  push'd  West- 
ward till  they  came  to  Fresh- water  (now  Connecticut)  River; 
and    sat  down   at    Hartford,  where  the  Dutch  had  a  Trading- 


*  These  Men,  who  afterwards  became  so  famous  in  England  during 
the  Civil  Commotions,  it  seems  then  aspired  no  higher  than  for  a  Re- 
tirement in  America. 

fTbe  most  desirable  Places  in  the  Massachusets  were  now  settled  ; 
and  what  would  bo  strange  to  tell,  (if  any  of  the  Obliquities  of 
human  Nature  can  be  accounted  strange)  they  who  profess'dto  have 
settled  a  Wilderness  for  Liberty  of  Conscience,  in  the  short  Space  of 
16  Years,  forgetting  their  own  Principles,  refused  Liberty  to  others, 
and  began  to  fine,  banish,  and  disfranchise  those  who  dissented  from, 
or  (juestioned  any  of,  their  established  Modes  and  Doctrines.  Those 
who  thought  themselves  persecuted,  withdrew  chiefly  to  Rhode 
Islan'l,  to  be  wholly  out  of  the  Massaohusets  .Jurisdiction.  Others 
who  only  wanted  I^ands,  and  some  who  disliked  the  immediate  Scene 
of  those  religious  Confusions,  went  to  Connecticut  River,  about  Hart- 
lord,  cVc.  which  they  at  first  ratlier  believed  to  be  within,  than  with- 
out, the  Massaeliusets  Jurisdiction. 
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Honse,' called  Fort  Good  Hope,  which  had  been  erected  about 
*  13  Years  before.  But  to  quiet  the  Dutch,  it  was  a^^reed  that 
they  phonld  continue  their  Trade  there  as  well  among  the  Eng- 
lish as  the  Indians ;  and  in  Return  the  Dutch  al- 
lowed the  English  to  trade  at  Manhadoes,  now 
New-  York.  All  this  was  friendly ;  and  the  Dutch  seemed  the  less 
alarmdd,as  Connecticut  River  was  their  most  easterly  Settlement 
and  generally  considered  as  the  Extent  of  New  Netherlands  on 
that  Quarter,  although  someti  ines  they  would  claim  as  far  as  Cape 
Cod.  But  the  next  Year,  viz.  1637,  when  Mr.  Eaton  led  out  another 
Company  and  settled,  still  more  Westward  and  Southward,  at 
New-Haven,  the  Dutch  were  alarmed,  and  charged  the  English 
with  Encroachments,  claiming  (as  the  undoubted  Right  of  the 
States-General,  long  held  by  the  Name  of  New  Netherlands) 
all  the  Sea  Coast  from  Cape  Henlopen  on  the  West  Side  of  Del- 
aware Bay,  to  Connecticut  River,  and  even  to  Cape  Cod  ;  and 
as  far  back  into  the  Country  as  could  be  discovered,  towards 
the  Heads  of  all  the  Rivers  that  emptied  into  the  Sea  within 
those  Limits. 

These  Disputes  continued  for  several  Years,  while  the  two 
new  Colonies  of  Hartford  and  New-Haven  kept  extending  their 
Settlements,  and  each  of  them  formed  themselves  into  a  Kind 
of  voluntary  Association  for  the  Purposes  of  Government,  cbus- 
ingtheir  respective  Governors,  and  funi  ting  with  Massachusetts 
and  New-Plymouth  for  mutual  Defence,  &c.  For  though  the 
Hartford  Colony  first  had  a  Sort  of  Commission  for  Settle- 
ment and  Government  unaer  the  Massachusets,  they  soon  un- 
derstood themselves  to  be  beyond  their  Jurisdiction,  and  New- 
Haveivwas  still  farther  beyond  it;  and  neither  Colony  had 
yet  any  better  Title  to  their  Lands  than  what  Possession  gave 
them. 

*This  Fort  or  trading  Place  was  begun  by  the  Dutch  in  1623.  Smith's 
Hist,  of  New-York.  It  was  not  till  1633,  that  the  Massachusets  sent 
John  Oldham,  Ac.  upon  Discoveries  Westward,  "who  travelled  100 
'*  Miles,  till  they  struck  a  great  River  which  they  afterwards  found  to 
"be  Connecticut,  or  the  Fresh-River  ;'*  and  on  this  River  they  re- 
ported that  they  had  found  good  Interval  Lands,  <fec.     Hutchinson. 

It  was  with  Reason,  then,  that  the  Dutch  contended  that  they  "were 
"actually  possessed  of  Connecticut  River,  long  before  any  other  Enro- 
"peans  knew  of  the  Existence  of  such  a  River  ;  and  were  not  only 
"possess'd  of  the  Mouth  of  it,  but  had  discovered  it  100  Miles  up,  had 
"their  People  trading  there,  and  had  purchased  of  the  Natives  al- 
"most  all  the  Lands  on  both  Sides  of  the  said  River.'* — Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Council,  to  the  Governor  of  New- York.    Smith's  Hist 

t  See  the  Articles  of  Union  and  Confederacy  entered  into  by  Massa- 
chusets, Plymouth,  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  in  1643.  Neale, 
Vol.  I.  p.  223.  2d.  Edit 


i;«  c(>nsb(;tku;t  oi.aiu  to 

TliB  Datdh  wure  not  ixuwiva  unilT  tliosK  Eriiiroachmaiite, 
liiit  set  up  tilt)  Arniti  of  ttio  BtuteH-Ueiiiral  in  <liff«rent  Pl(ice8 
til  luuHirt  their  Kiglit ;  an<l  in  1643,  tlic  Cimnecticut  People  b<iv- 
lii([  uveraprnail  L<in|{  Isliiiid  nx  far  a«  Oysterbay,  Kteft,  the 
Duti-.h  Udvunior,  broka  up  t]it<ir  Snttlements. 

Theae  Disputes  oiicHsioneti  tlie  Colonies  of  New-Haven  and 
Connecticut  to  Honii  DepiilitM  to  the  Dutch  Oovernor,  at  New- 
AiuMtttrdiiiu  (New'Vorlt)  Ut  trt-at  aliout  Bounilarlea  The 
Dutch  iifler  to  let  tlie  Kntflifli  continue  at  Hartford  on  the 
I'ayment  of  u  cermiti  '  Runt  for  lliu  Land.  But  thid  was  not 
notuplied  with ;  and  the  Bngliith  trusting  to  th«lr  superior 
Htrength,  still  kept  eitendint;  their  poesesslons  till  in  16)10, 
lillnat  Settlement  of  Bo  uii  da  Hen  was  made  at  Hartford;  the 
Account  of  which  in  aa  follows,  and  ought  to  be  attended  to 
us  ik  vnry  inalerial  Transaction  ; 

I'oiir  Delegates,  Wllletand  Baxter  on  the  Part  of  the  Dutch, 
Bradstreet  and  Prince  on  the  Part  of  the  united  Colonies,  niet 
at  Hartford  as  Arbitratoni  of  the  Dispute  about  Bounds  and 
Ltinittt;  b>-fore  whom,  suyH  the  Author  of  the  Uusquehaniia 
Cawt,  "Peter  Stuyvexant,  Esq;  Governor  of  the  Dutch  New 
"Netherlands,  came  iientonally  and  continued  the  Claims  bis 
"Sui»eriors,  their  High  Mlglitiuessex  of  tlie  united  Provinces 
"and  the  Right  Honorable  the  West -India  Company  had  to  the 
"Lands  iu  Question,  (vix.  tlie  Connecticut  Lands,  Long  Island. 
"Sec.  )  of  which  he  denired  A  full  Surrender  and  Satisfaetlon, 
"iicnording  lo  the  (Quality  of  the  Ciuif."- 

Tlie  Arbitrators  or  Delegati-s  agreed  anil  determined  thus.  vie. 

1st.  "That  the  Bounds  upon  Long-Inland  l>e.  Sin.  [this is  not 
-'  iiiiU«rial  to  the  present  Question.  ] 

S.lly.  "The  Boundx  upon  tlie  Main,  to  l>egjn  upon  the  Wast 
'-  aUlti  of  Oreenwicli  Bay.  being  nljout  four  Miles  from  Stani- 
"ford,  and  so  to  run  a  northerly  Line  twenty  Miles  up  into  the 
"Country;  and  after  us  It  nliall  be  agreed  between  the  two 
"(ioverninents  of  Mtiw-Havt^n  and  Ibe  Dutch— pro v id e<l  the 
"said  Line  come  not  within  ten  Miles  of  Hudson's  RIver-The 
"  Dutch  shall  not  any  Time  hereafter  l>nil(l  any  House  or  Habi- 
"tarion  within  Mix  Miles  of  [he  stiid  Lin<>-The  Inhabitants  of 
"Oriienwich  to  remain  (.till  furthiT  OoiiKiileration  thereof  be 
"haii)  under  the  Government  of  tlie  Dntcli." 

3<llv.  "The  Dutch  shall  enjoy  all  the  I^inds  at  Hartford  that 
"tlii-y  are  actually  jjobspss'iI  of,  known,  or  set  out  by  certain 
"MonnilK;  anil  all  the  Remainder  of  rh<-  saiil  I^nds,  on  both 
"tSiiles  of   Coniie'-ticnt    Rivi-r,  in.   aiul    remain   to  the  KiiRiNh 

•Pro  A({roNciatn>  llartl'ordlensi  m 


LANDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA.  185 

''Tlie  aforesaid  Bounds  and  Limits,  both  upon  the  Island 
*'and  upon  the  Main,  shall  be  observed  and  kept  invioJable, 
''both  by  the  English  of  the  united  Colonies,  and  all  the  Dutch 
*' Nation  without  any  Encroachment  and  Molestation,  until  a 
**full  Determination  be  agreed  upon  in  Europe,  by  mutual 
''Consent  of  the  two  States  of  England  and  Holland/' 

This  Determination  bore  hard  uix)n  the  Dutch  Rights,  and 
it  is  evident  that  the^*  submitted  to  it  only  out  of  Necessity, 
as  the  English  were  then  become  able  to  take  the  whole  Country 
from  them.  This  further  appears  by  a  letter  of  the  Dutch 
West-India  Company,  to  Governor  St uyvesant  of  24  Dec.  1060; 
in  which  they  say  that  "they  were  not  inclined  to  stand  by 
"the  Treaty  at  Hartford,  and  proposed  to  sue  for  redress  on 
"  1  <ong-Is1and  and  the  Fresh- Water  (Connecticut)  River,  by 
'* means  of  the  States  Ambassador." — 

With  the  above  agreement  respecting  Limits  hi  full  Force 
between  the  English  and  Dutch,  and  the  latter  still  in  actual 
Possession  of  New  Netherlands ;  Mr.  Winthrop  solicited  and 
obtained  the  present  Connecticut  Charter,  dated  23d  April, 
16G2,  the  Limits  of  which,  are  in  the  following  confused,  de- 
fective and  unintelligible  Words: 

'*  All  that  Part  of  New- England  in  America,  bounden  on  the 
*^East  by  Narraganset  River,  commonly  called  Narraganset 
"Bay,  where  the  said  River  falleth  into  the  Sea  ;  and  on  the 
"  North  by  the  Line  of  the  Massachusets  Plantation,  and  on  the 
**  South  by  the  Sea ;  and  in  Longitude  as  the  Line  of  the  Mas- 
"Hachnsets  Colony  running  from  East  to  West— that  is  to  say, 
"  from  the  said  Narraganset  Bay  on  the  East,  to  the  South  Sea 
"  on  the  West  Part. " 

And  the  Author  of  the  Susquehannah  Case  allows  the  same 
saving  to  be  intended  in  this  Charter,  as  in  the  grand  Ply- 
iiumth  Charter,  and  the  other  derivative  Grants  under  it ; 
viz.  that  the ''granted  Premises,  or  any  Part  thereof,  be  not 
"then  actually  possessed  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Christian 
l^rince  or  State  " 

Thus,  for  twenty -six  Tears  the  Connecticut  Settlers  had  con- 
tinued without  any  (^Jharter,  and,  for  a  considerable  Time  also, 
without  any  Sort  of  Title  to  their  liands.  It  will  be  proper, 
then,  to  enquire  what  Extent  of  Title  they  had  acquired,  or  set 
forth  to  the  Crown,  at  the  Time  of  passing  the  Charter ;  be- 
cause that  will  better  enable  us  to  determine  what  Tract  or 
Space  of  Country  their  Charter  might  lie  designed  to  cover. 

In  1635,  as  has  been  hinted,  John  Winthrop,  Esq ;  the 
younger,  (the  same  mentioned  above,  who  was  afterwards 
Governor  of  Connecticut)  ha<l  a  Commission  under  Lord  Say 
and  S€)a1,  Tx)rd  Brook,  &c.  appointing  him  Governor  of  f'on- 
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A  Settlement  on  that 
i  Itiland  near  U» 
ntul  it  Fort  8ay- 


iB  Oovernor 
3  Company 'f^ 


t  tSity  brook  and  Its  Ap- 
Tliiitte  AppurteiianoeH 
inttotiout  River,"  whioli 


'.  witlilnKtractionntoiiiukoA 
Riv«r,  and  build  a  Fort  on  u 
AppeDdlx  No.  II.         k<         1  i.i.        i.i  ■ 

Moutli ;  wliicli  111)  did,  and  ua 
brook,  after  the  two  J.ord«,  Say  and  Hniok. 

Q-eorge  Fenwiok,  faJaq  :  Miiceeeded  Mr.  Winthrc 
uf  tlie  Fort,  and  Setlleiiienta  made  near  it  at  i 
Bzpeuce.     But  tliu  ChlefH  of  that  Comgiany,  lieooinlnK  deeply 
engaged  in  the  Scene  of  Thinge  then  carrying  on  in  England, 
laid  aside  all  ThougbtHofan  American  Settlement.     Mr.  Fen- 
wiok,  therefore,  in  1044,  Bold  tbe  Fort  a 
purtfnances  to  t)ie  Hartford  Colony, 
are  dnaided  to  be,  "all  the  Iiund  »ii  Con 

coald  not  inPAii  thu  whole  River,  becaase  the 
upper  Parts  o(  the  River  were  in  the  prior  Mtw- 
BaohiiBelB  Orant,  Sic.  He  conid  only  mean  "all  the  Lands  in 
''the  Saybrook  Jurisdiction,"  whieli  niigtit  be  alwut  twelve 
Miles  on  the  River;  for  an  Elxient  of  twelve  Uiles  wae  irener- 
ally  considered  in  thowe  Days,  as  appurtenant  to  a  Port.  Nor 
did  he  give  them  iiny  other  Riglil,  but  by  a  Commit  tee  of  Sw. 
(of  which  himsHlf  was  to  be  always  one)  to  give  or  set  out  to 
others  wliat  Lands  were  unilisposed  of,  in  tlie  Tract  he  meant 
to  convey.  That  the  Extent  of  this  Tract  oonld  not  be  far  on 
eaoli  Side  of  the  Rivtir  Is  certain.  New  Haven  Bounds  wouhl 
not  have  permitted  them  to  go  far  Westward  of  the  River, 
and  the  Deed  or  Writing  of  Mr.  Fenwlck.  sliews  that  he  could 
not  convey  to  them  any  l^ands  far  Eastward  of  It.     He  says  — 

"The  Lands,  from  Narraganset  Kiver  tothe  Fort  at  Saybrook, 
"Bhall  fall  in  under  the  JnriwllRtion  of  Connecticut,  if  It  come 
"intt)  my  Power'— a  plain  I'niof  lie  hail  not  Power  then  to 
give  then)  a  Title  to  those  Lands;  nor  does  It  appear  bow  he 
came  by  his  Power  ev^n  for  the  Hale  of  Fort  Saybrook. 

ThiM  then  Ih  all  the  Rigbl,  under  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Stn. 
which  they  conid  i>retend  to  liave,  when  they  applied  for  their 
Charter.  Mr.  Wlnthrop.  wlten  he  got  to  England,  was  in  hopef^ 
to  obtain  some  further  Right  under  that  I^ird  ;  bat  It  seem h 
his  Lordship  ilid  not  then  Know  what  was  beeoine  of  his  own 
Deed.  He  api>eiirH  now  to  have  neglecte(].  or  forgot,  his 
American  Right :  and  wan  willing  that  Mr.  Winthrop  might 
get  carved  out  of  It,  what  the  old  Colony  of  Hartford  had  set- 
tled and  Improved.  His  Words  are  -  "Concerning  that  of 
i^ito"'!*"'""'"' *  "'^"nnerticut,  I  utii  not  able  to  remember  all 
Nu,  s.  "the  Particulars. — Mr.  .Tessop,  wlieii  we  had  a 

"Patent,  was  imr  ('lerk.  and  he,  I  helii-ve,  can  inform  you 
"liesl  aliout  it.  I  have  ilesire<i  my  LonI  (Chamberlain)  t.owiHh 
■■him  so  111  do."  .|t  will  apoear  ufterwardM,  that  New-Havt-u 
Colony  alwoiutely  refused   lo   I>e  iiic^luded  in  (bin  Patent;  and 
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that  Lord'  Warwick,  I^ord  Say  and  Seal,  &c.    had  lon^  befont 
,,    ^       given  them  to  know,  that  it  was  not  intended 

Appendix  No.  20.  . 

they  should  be  under  Connecticut. 

The  Bounds  of  Connecticut  Patent  then,  were  to  be  as  hirt 
Majesty  pleased,  so  far  as  the  Lands  were  in  the  Power  of  th*? 
Crown  to  grant,  or  the  Petitioners  could  shew  any  Right  vested 
in  therm  from  former  Grantees.  But  that  Part  of  the  Country 
lying  between  Naragauset  and  Connecticut  Rivers,  we  havt^ 
seen,  was  not  included  in  the  Purchase  made  from  Mr.  Fen- 
wick.  A  nd  if  the  King  might  grant  it,  on  Account  of  Lord  Say 
and  Seal,  &e.  having  waved  their  Right,  such  Grant  was  made 
long  before  by  Charles  I.  to  Duke  Hamilton,  extending  from 
Naraganset  to  Connecticut  River  sixty  Miles  back  into  the 
Country.  And  if  this  Argument  had  been  vigorously  presse^l. 
Id  Behalf  of  the  Duke,  when  his  Claim  came  to  be  discussed 
in  1665,  liefore  the  Crown  Commissioners,  Connecticut,  who 
oould  produce  no  legal  Right  or  Title  under  Lord  Say  and 
Seal,  would  perhaps  have  been  reduced  to  such  scant  Bounds, 
as  would  have  left  that  Colony  to  be  but  of  little  Importance 
at  this  Day. 

These  being  the  Circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Winthrop 
obtained  the  Connecticut  Charter ;  it  is  evident,  that  the  Say- 
brook  Purchase,  and  some  small  Purchases  and  Conquests 
from  the  Pequot  Indians,  contained  all  the  Lands,  for  which 
he  and  his  Associates  could  have  any  Pretence  to  solicit  a 
Charter.  And  even  with  Respect  to  those  Indian  Lands,  so 
far  as  they  lay  out  of  the  Saybrook  Purchase,  they  had  no  pro- 
per Right.  For  if  the  Acquiescence  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal 
could  g^ve  such  Right,  without  a  legal  Conveyance,  the  same 
Acquiescence  might  be  construed  to  be  goo  1  in  Favor  of  Duke 
Hamilton. 

This  enables  us,  then  to  account  for  the  Lameness  of  the  Con- 
necticut Charter,  as  well  in  its  Preamble  as  in  its  Limit^.  For, 
although  in  the  Massachusets  Charter,  King  William  recites 
the  whole  Title,  viz.  the  first  Grantto  the  Council  of  Plymouth, 
and  that  CounciKs  Grant  to  Sir  Henry  Roswel,  and  the  Royal 
Confirmation  of  the  same,  with  the  whole  Process  whereby  it 
became  void ;  yet  the  Connecticut  (charter  does  not  attempt 
to  trace  any  Title  from  the  Plymouth  Company,  but  only  setn 
forth  in  the  Preamble,  "that  the  said  Connecticut  or  Hart- 
flM  the  Petition  and  "ford    Colon  v,  or   the*  greatest  Part   thereof 

Charter  In  the  Ap-  '  " 

pendiz.  "was  purchased,  and  some  other  Part  thereof 

•There  being  no  Purchases  but  that  froni  Fenwick,  and  some  small 
Pieces  from  the  Indians,  surely  if  these  made  up  the  greatest  Part  of 
the  Colony,  the  other  Part  could  not  reach  Pennsylvania,  nor  any 
great  Distance  from  Connecticut  River. 
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"f{<^in«<l  by  Conquest,  at  Uie  only  Endeavount  und  Expenoe  of 
■■till'  said  John  Winthrop,  Sio." 


Section  HI. 

Wu  proceed  now  to  the  Coiiat ruction  otthe  Connectlout  Cbar- 
it-r  LfmitH.  And,  ttritt,  supposing  not  only  the  Say  brook  Pur. 
chiiHt;,  but  all  t)i»  Country  rruin  Nara|;anHet  to  Conneotiuut 
Itii'er,  and  likewise  New-Hsv«Q  Colony,  willing  to  be  covered 
liy  It;  yut  that  will  give  it  no  other  Effloaoy,  with  respect 
III  other  Places,  tliaii  it  had  at  first.  By  the  orlgloal  Saving 
ill  the  great  Plymouth  Patent,  which  has  always  been  eX' 
prestted  or  uiiderstooil  to  operate  through  all  the  HrantH  por- 
if  i)ed  out  ot  it,  nothing  could  pass,  which  was  "actually  poe- 
"KHSsed,  at  the  Time  of  such  Grants,  by  any  other  Christia.n 
"State.  "-And,  therefore,  ft  ban  been  long  held,  by  Hen  of  the 
greatest  Law -Abilities,  that  nothing  could  paas,  by  the  Con- 
necticut Charter,  to  the  Westward  of  Connecticut  Blver;  the 
Dutch  ae  already  observed,  having  su  long  claimed  and  pos- 
Neised  that  River,  from  its  Mouth,  at  least  one  hundred  Miles 
u|i.  Connecticut,  and  New-Haven  Colonies,  could  only  claim 
a  Kight  iu  T..andH,  Westward  of  the  said  Kiver,  by  Virtue  of 
the  Agreement  subsisting  between  them  and  the  Dutch,  at  the 
Time  of  obtaining  their  Charter;  und  not  by  Virtue  of  the 
rharter  itself,  which  in  quite  silent  oh  to  Limits  or  Extent  on 
titat  ijuarter.  Nay,  the  King  could  *not  grant,  and  it  lecertaln 
hf  did  not  inteml  to  grant,  what  lay  under  the  Dutch  Claim. 
In  Virtue  of  their  prior  Settlement,  between  Hudson's  and 
Ci>nnecticut  Rlverw;  because,  two  Years  afterwards,  when  a 
KfKohiiion  WON  formed  to  exjiel  the  Dutch,  he  granted  to  the 
J)iik<!  of  York  all  the  Country  wliioh  was  considered  as  the 
Dutch  Claim,  niiiking  tlie  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River,  one 
ol  the  Boundaries  of  the  Grant.  The  Treaty  at  Hartford 
wiL»  but  a  tem)>oi-ary  Agreefnfnt,  which  wtui  only  to  he  bind- 
ing "until  a  full  Determination  in  Euro]>e.  by  the  States  of 
'-I':nglaiid  and  Holland  ;"  and.  therefore,  without  the  Ratifl- 
ciition  of  thelattfr,  whii^h  thfy  refused,  could  vest  no  Right 
under  tliem.  to  th.-  Landu  West  of  Connecticut  River.  Upon 
tlic  Whiile,  then,  if  It  had  not  lH>en  for  the  siitHietnii'nt  Settle- 
lu flit  of  Koundnries.  made  by  the  Royal  Authority,  after  the 
Ciiiiqiiest  from  tlif  Dutch,  (by  which  Settlemi-nt.  pnranlng 
tb.-  Spirit  of  till.  Hartford  Agreement,  the  Limits  of  the  Con- 

•Thislsafknowledged  by  Ihe  Cotmei-ticut  Onmmlsslonera,  in  their 
r  Penii,  dated  December  18,  1773,  as  will  appear  uf- 
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ikecticut  Cliarter  were  (ixed)  no  just  Claim  oouki  «verhave  been 
fouiidecl  under  it,  to  any  Lands  Westward  of  Connecticut 
River  and  tlie  Charter  would  have  remained  the  Hame  defec- 
1  ive  unintelligible  Thing  it  wa8  at  firnt. 

If  the  Connecticut  Claimants  now  adhere  to  those  LiinitB, 
which,  as  finally  fidjusted  and  settled,  never  approach  nearer 
than  twenty  Miles  to  Hudson's  River,  they  can  never  ap- 
proach to  Pennsylvania.  Again,  if  they  reject  those  Limits, 
they  leave  their  Charter  in  its  first  State,  so  unintelligible  and 
ilefective  of  Limits,  that  none  of  their  Neighbours,  whose 
rights  are  guarded  by  clear  and  decisive  Crown  Grants,  nec^ 
be  under  any  great  Concerns  about  it. 

On  this  single  Argument,  I  might  here  rest  the  whole  Mat- 
ter. It  is  trifling  to  say,  that  the  English  had  a  Right  of  Dis- 
covery in  those  Lands  prior  to  the  Dutch  ;  for  whatever  might 
be  the  Arguments  of  War,  (which  must  always  find  a  Plea  to 
justify  Convenience  or  Necessity)  when  Colonel  Nichols  came 
with  an  armed  Force  to  expel  the  Dutch;  yet,  at  the  subse- 
quent Peace,  those  Arguments  were  forgotten  ;  and  the  Dutch 
were  allowed  Surinam  in  Exchange  for  New-Netherlands. 

Three  distinct  Colonies,  or  Governments,  have  since  been 
formed  out  of  those  Dutch  Rights  or  Claims ;  and  the  Connec- 
ticut (Claimants,  acknowledging  themselves  barred  by  those 
Rights,  have  no  other  Expedient  but  to  split  their  Charter, 
(which  is  weak  enough  when  entire)  and  laying  one  End  of  it 
Eastward  of  two  of  these  Colonies,  to  carry  the  other  End,  by 
a  large  Ijeap  across  them,  so  as  to  lay  it  on  Pennsylvania,  and 
a  vast  Extent  of  Crown  Lands  Westward. 

J^et  ns  enquire  what  Countenance  their  Charter  gives  to  such 
a  Construction.  By  its  Preamble,  reciting  their  Petition,  it  is 
clear,  that  their  highest  Wish  was  to  obtain,  and  the  Inten- 
tion of  the  Crown  was  to  grant,  the  Powers  of  Government, 
and  a  confirmed  *  Right  of  Soil,  in  a  Colony  or  Country,  the 
greatest  Part  purchased,  and  other  Part  gained  by  Conquest, 
j<nlHlued  and  improved  at  their  sole  Expence,  which  was  not 
witliin  any  other  English  Government,  nor  interfering  with  the 
actual  Possession  of  any  other  Christian  State. 

This  being  the  express  Description  of  whai  they  prayed  might 
he  granted  to  them,  viz.  a  Country  then  actually  improved  by 
them,  and  under  their  Subjection,  it  can  only  be  understood 
that  they  meant  to  point  out  to  the  Crown,  the  T^ands  which 
they  occupied  and  had  purchased  of  Mr.  Fenwick,  or  gained 
from  ihe  Pequot  Indians,  and  not  comprehended  in  any  other 
(rovernment;  bounded  East  and  North  by  other  New-England 

*They  confess  that  they  were  unwilling  to  "  rely  on  their  Right 
under  Lord  Say  and  Seal." 


1«  CONNECTICUT  CLAIM  TO 

Gokmies,  "WeBt  by  "  New  Havon  Ooioiiy.  or  al  farthsKt  tlie 
Dut^  New-NftliArlandx.  It  ouiiltl  tmver  huve  been  lu  Mr. 
WInthrup'e  Imagination  (iinleHs  we  woiilil  oharge  liiiu  with 
puttiDfl  siicli  a  UucKjtt.lon  on  the  Crowii  iu<  would  vitiate  liis 
whole  timnt)  to  leap  over  the  Dutch  BettlynientB,  as  now  oou- 
tended,  and  to  take  in  far  remote  Countries  of  3000  Miles  Ex- 
tent, then  and  now  unsubdued  by  them ;  and  which,  imttecul  of 
lieing  the  Object  of  one  Government,  arn  large  enough  to 
eonxtitute  twenty  euah  Oovernmentu  aa  that  described  to  be 
axerciBed  nnderthe  Charter,  and  in  which  there  is  no  Provision 
for  erecting  eutiordinHte  OoverninpnfH.  The  Country  to  be 
grunted,  and  the  Government  to  lie  ereoted,  were  certainly 
intended  by  the  Crown  to  be  absolutely  bounded  and  barred 
Westward  by  the  Outch  Settlements,  if  not  by  New  Haven 
Colony,  and  that  in  the  name  Sense  as  it  wba  to  be  boanded 
Northward  by  Maniai-hutiets. 

The  least  Suggestion  of  a  Peslgn  to  go  further,  would  have 
brought  the  Ambatisador  of  the  Bt  at  eg- general,  who  had  yet 
no  Bruaoh  with  England,  to  oppose  the  Grant.  Henoe  it  wbh, 
that  Mt,  Winthrop  thought  it  prudent  rather  to  leave  the 
Extent  of  hiH  Grant  open  and  undei^lslve  along  the  Coast  West- 
ward, than  give  any  Alarm  to  theDutoli,  orretnrd  ItHfiaMlng. 
AnotherReaMon  wo  shall  funyprovolieha<i—nHinely.hJ»  solemn 
Engagement  not  to  extend  hie  Charter  farther  West,  than  the 
flxt  Koiinds  between  Hurtford  old  Colony  and  New-Haven, 
whi»h  were  but  a  little  Westward  of  Connecticut  River,  )><>- 
tween  Guilford  and  Killiiigwdrth— For  New-Haven  Colony 
wax  about  to  apply  for  a  distinct  Ohnrter  and  absolutely  refused 
to  1m)  under  the  fianie  Jnrsdiction  with  Connecticut. 

Thus  we  have  found  a  Clue  which  unravels  the  Mystery  of 
thin  lingular  Contrivance,  of  leaving  a  Royal  Charter  looec 
and  destitute  of  any  Limits  or  Extent  towards  one  Side;  for 
Mr.  Winthrop,  nltho'  bound  n»  h«  was  by  his  solemn  Promfses 
to  New-Haven,  appears  still  to  have  had  a  secret  Hankering 
and  Hope  to  Include  that  CoKmy,  nn<l  rpai'h  the  oM  flxt  Sta- 
tion with  the  Dutch.  This  might  have  proved  n  fatal  Policy, 
ir.  through  liii<  good  Management  with  Npw-Haven,  and  Ad- 
dress with  the  Crown  Commissioners,  he  had  not  soon  got 
Ijlmits  llxe<1  by  them  ;  who,  in  their  great  Indulgence,  alloweil 
Connecticut  Charter  to  cover  all  Ihnt.  jHmsilily  could  beolaiiueil 
iw  the  Object  of  It;  under  the  Notion  of  Impovements,  Pur- 
chases, orsubilued  Countries,  not  then  erecleil  into  any  other 
(Jovernment.     And   I   will  venture   t<)   rejwat,  that   Mr.  Win- 

■  It  win  be  shown,  agreeiiMe  In  Mr.  Winlhrop's  Confessinn,  thnt  he 
WBA  content  and  hod  promised  to  be  tiounded  West  by  Now-IIikven 
{'olony. 


LANDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA.  141 

throp'8  Policy  raay  even  yet'  be  found  fatal  to  that  Charter, 
if  Connecticut  will  strive  to  overleap  those  Limits,  conBtruing 
the  Charter  in  a  Sense  which  has  never  been  allowed  to  any 
other  of  the  like  Sort  in  America,  and  claiming,  to  the  Dis- 
turbance of  other  Colonies,  an  Extent  of  Country,  that  could 
not  be  settled  or  ruled  by  many  such  Governors  and  Companies. 
Their  Charter,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  found  but  a  feeble 
Basis  to  support  such  an  enormous  Superstructure. 

This  is  not  meant  to  convey  any  Threat ;  for,  in  the  present 
Discussion,  we  disclaim  all  Arguments  which  sober  Reason  will 
not  justify ;  and  call  on  any  Mathematician  or  Geographer,  to 
lay  down  the  Connecticut  Limits  from  the  Charter-Description 
of  them. 

An  Eastern  Boundary,  it  is  true,  is  given  " on  Naraganset 
"River  or  :Bay,  which  can  be  found.  A  Northern  Boundary 
**  is  also  implied,  as,  or  perhaps  upon,  Massachusetfl  Southern 
"Line,"  which  we  know  how  to  find,  as  that  Line  ought  to 
have  been  in  1662,  by  Sir  Henry  Roswell's  Grant,  altho*  very 
dilTerent  from  the  Line  settled  long  afterwards,  amidst  num- 
erous Bickeringfs,  scarcely  yet  composed.  But  every  Tyro  in 
Mathematics  knows  the  Axiom— that  "two  right  or  strait  Lines 
"will  not  comprehend  a  space." 

:But  it  may  be  said,  the  Charter  gives  two  Sea- Boundaries, 
viz  "South  by  the  Sea," and  "the  South  Sea  on  the  West 
"Part"— But,  to  keep  these  two  Sea- Boundaries,  must  we  go 
round  by  Cape  Horn,  and  all  along  the  Shore  of  the  vast  Pacific 
Ocean,  till  we  meet  the  Production  of  the  Massachusets  Line? 
En  this  Case,  the  little  Connecticut  Charter,  which  was  solic- 
ited, and  intended,  to  cover  a  narrow  District  about  Connecti- 
cut River,  will  be  stretched  to  a  stupendous  Size,  constituting 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut,  into  the  high  and 
mighty  Lords  of  all  South  America,  and  the  greatest  Part  of 
North  America  too! 

This  is  no  ludicrous  Construction  of  their  two  Sea-Bound- 
aries ;  for  they  will  bear  this  as  well  as  any  other  I  have  heard. 
But,  say  they,  we  desire  only  a  reasonable  Construction  of 
Limits  or  Breadth  on  the  Sea,  and  from  thence  to  set  off  Inland 
throughout,  to  the  other  Sea  in  a  West  Direction-^ But  then 
they  would  not  be  bounded  South  on  the  Sea;  for,  on  the 
Contrary, soon  leaving  the  Sea  or  Sound,  their  South  Boundary 
would  be  a  long  Line  of  at  least  3000  Miles.  And  what  would 
be  their  Breadth?  Small,  very  small,  as  will  be  shewn! 

Again,  when  they  speak  of  a  reasonable  Construction  of 
Limits,  has  not  the  Crown  given,  above  one  hundred  Years  ago, 
what  they  then  thought  a  very  reasonable  Construction  and 
Settlement  of  tjieir  defective  Limits ;  and  can  it  now  be  thought 
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reaflonatilf,  to  tako  away  what  tlie  Crown  gavA  abov«niaefy 
Y«are  a^  to  aiiotlior,  and  liiui  Iwcn  enjoyed  ever  sinpe  witli- 
oiit  any  objeoiion  made,  or  Claim  put  Iti,  oik  tlie  Part  uf  (!^on- 
neoticut,  till  tlie*  Resolve  pastbytlieir  AHSembly  in  Octobt-r 
last?  And  how  do  they  now  know  that  any  o[  ilie  luadH  in 
PuDnaylviulla.  U]X>n  which  they  have  violently  iiitrudetl  tliein- 
eelves,  would  full  within  their  Linex,  if  sutTereil  tu  extend  thKiii 
beyond  their  ancient  flit  i-itnitw?  Where  will  they  leave  th<' 
8ea,  ami  begin  to  run  to  the  other  Sea?  Their  Charter  says,  at 
Naraganset  Day  on  the  East.  Hut  iIobh  their  Colony  now  bf- 
Kinatthatllity  andrunWeut?  By  nunieanB.  They  come  about 
twenty  Ave  MiieH  Westward  from  that  Bay  to  Pakatauk  River, 
for  their  I'lace  of  BsKincing,  and  then  Het  o(T  Northerly  not 
Westerly.  Moreover.  I  would  further  hhk,  whemon  the  Bea  >>r 
Bound  will  they  begin  their  other  Tiinei'  They  will  say,  y/iifTf 
the  Grown  Anally  ft«e<i  uh,  almut  Byram  Brook.  And  in  what 
Direction?— They  ought  to  «ay,  iu  the  Direetion  the  Crown 
gives  n»i,  wliioh  (an  might  well  be  expected)  waH  Northerly  li>o, 
at  about  right  Angles  from  the  tihore,  and  parallel  to  their 
other  otTset  from  the  same. 

.  This  Is  a  Dlreatlon  however,  which  they  do  not  ohuse ;  and 
therefore,  casting  their  Bye  towards  the  Huh  Susquehanim 
IjandH,  they  Bay  we  will  run  (hiB  West— But  this  gives  such  an 
Irrugular  many-sided  Figuroas  r[>uld  never  have  been  in- 
tended, and  what  is  worse,  they  wholly  de|)art  from  the  Uniw 
given  by  the  Crown ;  for  if  they  reject  one  of  those  Lines,  they 
reject  the  whole  Settlement  made  by  the  Royal  Authority, 
solemnly  BAsen ted  to  by  tliemsetveB;  which  liringR  them  Inick 
again  to  their  Charter  in  its  original  State,  which  I  have  al- 
ready shewn  to  he  no  loose  and  vague,  that  no  prudent  Man 
would  ohuse  to  hold  a  Mingle  Plantation,  by  such  defective 
Limits ;  It  being  totally  silent  lis  to  any  Extent  on  the  Bhore. 
or  Place  of  running  off,  except  at  Naraganset  on  the  Rast. 

But,  in  onler  to  help  out  the  defective  Limits  of  their  own 
Charter,  they  have  formerly  claimed  those  of  the  Orant  to 
Itord  Say  and  Beul.  Lord  Brook,  &c ;  contending  that  all  In- 
cluded in  that  Grant,  waslntendiid  to  lie  (vmflrme<l  to  them  by 
their  Charter,  altho'  ir  nptH-ars,  that  when  they  obtained  their 
Charter,  they  were  entitled  to  Imt  a  v..ry  small  Part  of  what 
was  grunte;l  to  those  Lords,  TliU  wn.s  their  grand  Defenctt 
against  Duke  Hamilton's  Claim  in  lltTi;  when  they  ventured 
to  contend  before  the  Criiwn  CninmlsNioners, 
*■"*"    *■    "■  "that   Lord   Say  aiul   SeiiPs   Patent  was    pur- 

IndividuHls.  not  avowed,  but  disowned 
,  could  not  1>e  called  m  Colony  Claim. 
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chased  by  them  at  a  dear  Rate,  and  lately  confirmed  to  them 

by  their  gracious  Sovereign."  This  Grant  to  Lord  Say  and 
Seal  is  also  entered  among  the  ancient  Records  of  Connecticut 
Colony  with  this  Title 

**  A  Copy  of  the  old  Patent  for  Connecticut. " 
Why  they  should  of  late  drop  this  CTrant,  to 
Lord  Say  and  Seal,  mny  seem  a  little  mysterious.  — The  Author 
of  the  printeil  Susquehannah  Case,  stated  for  the  Opinion  of 
Council  in  England,  keeps  this  Grant  wholly  out  of  Sight ;  and 
is  content  to  found  his  Claim  on  nothing  better  than  the  8ai<i 
unintelligible,  loose,  and  defective  Charter,  from  (yharles  the 
lid. 

But  this  Mystery  may  be  explained  ;  which  I  shall  the  rather 
attempt,  in  order  to  shew  the  Duplicity  and  dexterous  Man- 
agement of  those  Connecticut  Claimants,  than  for  the  Sake  of 
the  Arguments  to  be  drawn  from  thence  in  the  present  Con- 
test; for  the  Rights  of  Pennslvaniacan  be  fully  maintained  on 
other  Grounds. 

The  Truth,  however,  is  that  when  Connecticut  Colony  desired 
to  stretch  Eastward  and  Northward,  Lord  Say  and  Seal's 
Grant  was  a  good  Thing  to  hold  up  to  the  Crown  Commis- 
sioners; but  when  they  now  want  to  go  the  other  Way,  viz. 
Westward  towards  Pennsylvania,  it  makes  directly  against 
them. 

It  has  ever  been  the  Construction  of  Sir   Henry  Roswel's 

Grant  for  the  Massachusets,  as  well  as  of  Lord  Say  and  Seals, 

that  they  were  intended  to  keep  their  Front  Breadth  on  the 

Sea,  throughout    the    main    Land,    Any  other  Construction 

would,  at  first,  have  ben  deemed  an  illiberal  one.     No  Person 

could  imagine,  had   there  been  no  unforeseen  Interfering  in 

the  Execution,  that  the  Crown  would  give  a  Sea  Front  of  one 

hundred  and  twenty  Miles  in  Brea.ith,  and  locate  the  Length, 

from  the  said  Front,  in  a  Direction  that  would  contmct  the 

Breadth  to  forty  or  fifty  Miles!  It  has  never  been  understood 

in  that  Way.     Hutchinson,  who  may  be  menticmed  as  a  good 

Authority,  for  what  has  been  the  general  Sense  of  this  Matter, 

among  the  New- England  Colonies  themselves,  says  expressly  of 

Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant- as  already  quoted,  that  it  was 

"from  Naraganset  River  to  the  South- West  forty  liCagues,  to 

"keep  the  Breadth,  to  the  South-Sea  " 

^.     ^    ,  There  is  no  Ambiguitv  in   the  Words  of  the 

Appendix.  No.  I.        ^         j.  -j.      i* 

Grant  itself    viz— 

ix)rd  Say  and  Sears       "^^^^  ^^^^^  ^'^^^  ^^  New-England  in   America, 
Grant,  Mar.  0.  1631.    "from  a  River  there  called  Naraganset  River, 

"the    Sfiace  of  forty  Ijeagues,  on   a  strait  Line  near  the  Sea- 
" Shore,   South-West,    West    and    by  South,  or  AVest,   as   the 
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"(>>ast  iiutb  towards  Virginia,  accoiiDting  three  Kngljl^  UllM 
"  to  the  Ijeague ;  unci  uIku  all  the  LundM,  &c.  within  the  Lands 
'■{rnn.d  liimits}  atoreisaid,  North  uiid  South,  in  Latitude  and 
"Droadt)!:  and  of  land  within  all  the  Breadth  aforesaid, 
"  Ihroughout  tlie  main  I'UndH  tliere,  froni  thu  Western  Ocean 
■til  the  Souib  South  Sua." 

Here  is  a  very  explicit  Description.  The  Beginning  Is  at 
NKragantict  Rivfr.  near  the  Sea;  viz.  about  Judeth-Point, 
towards  ttie  lower  End  of  Konontkut  Isle,  in  Naragniuiet  Bay. 

The  Front  is  a  etrait  Line  to  be  drawn  also  near  the  Sea,  and 
not  a  Curve,  following  the  dilTereat  lnllectioni<  of  Bays  and 
Nliores,  but  keeping  clear  of  the  deepest  Bays,  and  yet  as  near 
aH  might  be  to  ttieni.  so  ns  to  keep  the  said  front  Uae  strait ; 
and  the  Eixtent  of  thiH  Line  waH  to  be  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Miles ;  and  the  granted  PremlHes  were  to  extend,  in  Length  or 
IiOiigitude,  from  this  Front  throughout  the  main  Lands;  be- 
ing.  of  all  the  Breailth  aforesaid,  that  is  no  where  narrower 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles;  and  within  all  the  Breadth 
aforesaid,  that  is  no  where  wider  than  one  hundre«l  and  twenty 
Miles.  In  short,  an  Oblong  of  on»  hundred  and  twenty  Hilea 
Front,  keeping  that  Ureadrh  Inland  throughout,  is  evidently 
described. 

Now  to  satisfy  thisUrant,  and  lieep  the  Breadth  of  the  Front, 
through  the  wliole  l>ength  Inland,  there  is  no  possible  I>iroo- 
tion,  but  two  Parallels  run  off,  at  right  Anglos  to  the  front 
Line,  from  each  End  tlinreof.  And  this  Front  is  the  general 
Direction  of  the  Bh<ire,  keeping  just  clear  of  the  Bea  or  Sound  ; 
which,  from  Naraganset  Bay  towards  Mamoraneok,  Is  West- 
South- West.  The  two  Parallels  must  therefore  be  run  in  a 
North- North- West  Direction,  from  the  two  Plaoes  of  Begin- 
ning, which  would  carry  the  Oonnectcut  Lines  far  North  of 
Pennsylvania  Thus  the  Oblong,  marked  *  A,  is  a  true  Plan  or 
Location  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant. 

But,  say  the  Connecticut  Men,  whose  Fathers,  one  hundred 
iiiiii  nine  Years  ai^o,  served  themselves  with  this  Grant,  to 
cover  the  Lan<l  in  Dispute  with  Duke  Hamilton  ;  we  will  now 
reject  it,  and  Iruft  to  our  long^  Possession  of  those  Lands,  or 
showing  the  Figure  of  it  sixty-seven  Degrees  and  a  Half  West- 
u))out ;  we  will  leave  the  chief  Part  of  Duke  Hamilton's  Tiands. 
out  of  it.  Nay,  we  will  leave  Hartford,  onr  very  Seat  of 
Governmitnt  out,  and  contract  our  J'rovinoe  into  a  narrow 
Strip,  of  about   oni--lliird  of  tlie  given  Breadth  and  Quantity 

"See  the  «nnexo<l  Plan,  whicli  is  only  a  rough  Skfit(:h  for  marking 
out  (lie  Places  reterritd  to  in  this  Work.  Those  Pisces,  however,  and 
IJie  fieneral  Course  of  tlio  Coast,  aro  laid  down  from  the  beet  Maps. 
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of  Land,  in  order  to  get  duo  West  to  the  SuBquehannoh  Lands. 
All  this  would  be  the  case,  as  in  the  Figure  C,  by  rannlngdue 
Wetit^  from  the  two  Stations,  on  the  Sea  and  Soand.  The 
Northern  Boundary  would  cross  Connecticut  River  at  least 
twenty  Miles  below  Hartford;  their  Colony,  instead  of  run- 
ning in  Length  from  the  Sea,  would  ba  of  an  irregular  Breadth, 
proceeding  in  Length  from  a  Point  in  Front,  and  widening  in 
a  triangular  Form  as  far  West  as  Mamaroneck,  where  ic  will 
have  obtained  little  more  than  one-third  of  tho  required 
Breadth,  viz.  forty-five  Miles ;  and  this  is  all  the  Breadth  it  can 
afterwards  carry  to  the  South-Sea.  This  certainly  is  not  the 
Country  called  for  in  Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant,  which  is  to 
be  of  tho  Breadth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles  throughout. 

But  if  the  Coast  had  been  West  and  by  South,  which  is  one 
of  the  Courses  suppossd  probable  in  the  Grant  to  Lord  Say  and 
Seal ;  then  by  bounding  the  Grant  with  two  West  Lines,  it 
would  leave  out  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Settlements  on  Con- 
necticut River,  crossing  that  River  not  ten  Milt^s  above  the 
Mouth,  and  reducing  the  Bretwlth  of  the  Grant  to  about  twenty 
three  Miles,  all  the  Way  from  Mamaroneck  to  the  South  Sea. 

However,  it  would  be  some  Consolation  that  these  twenty 
three  Miles  Breadth,  would  run  through  the  North  Part  of 
Pennsylvaniii.  But  further,  suppose  the  Coast  to  have  run 
due  West,  which  is  also  mentioned  as  iK>ssible  in  the  Grant, 
then,  the  End  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles  differing  noth- 
ing in  Latitude  from  the  Beginning,  there  would  have  been 
no  Lands  granted  at  all ;  but  only  a  liine,  or  rather  two  Lines 
falling  one  npon  the  other  throughout,  to  the  South  Sea.  And 
if  the  Coast  had  turned  but  half  a  Point  to  the  North  of  West, 
the  Grant  would  have  been  thrown  so  far  wholly  into  the  Sea. 

There  is  another  Construction  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant, 
which  Connecticut  Colony  may  probably  propose  as  being 
something  like  their  present  Lines  and  Bounds,  viz.  by  follow- 
ing Naraganset  River  seventy-five  Miles  up,  if  it  extends  so  far, 
and  if  it  does  not  extend  so  far,  then  northerly  from  its  Head 
till  seventy-five  Miles  be  completed,  as  at  the  Point  X;  and 
then  to  run  off  westerly  in  the  Line  XY,  to  the  South  Sea- 
Th is  would  indeed  include  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles 
Breadth,  with  the  West  Line  from  Mamaroneck  ;  but  East  of 
that  we  should  not  have  an  equal  Breadth,  but  an  irregular 
Figure,  of  more  Sides  than  four,  and  therefore  disjigreeing 
with  the  Grant  not  only  in  this  respect,  but  likewise  in  another; 
viz— that  tho  Length  of  the  Grant  would  not  run  off  from  the 
Sea  in  Front,  but  from  a  River  and  Land  liine,  having  the  Sea 
partly  as  a  Bide  Line.  And,  what  is  still  worse,  in  order  to  come 
to  the  required  Breadth,  they  must  run  almost  to  tho  North 
lO-VOL.  XVIII. 
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Line  of  the  prior  MassaahuBete  Qrant,  And  Instead  of  Btoppfng 
at,  the  South  Line  of  the  same.  For  it  thoy  stopped  at  thnt 
Line,  the  Dreadth  ot  the  Grant,  West  of  Mamuroneck,  would 
be  but  About  »ig1ity  Miles  instead  ot  one  hundred  and  twenty ; 
and,  liaBt  uf  that,  narrowing  all  ttie  way  aa  before  observed. 
Moreover,  if  there  be  any  Rule  of  Construotion  whieh  requires 
or  allows  them  towards  the  Narraganeot  Side,  to  set  off  north- 
erly, as  they  now  do,  about  forty-five  Miles  to  (he  Masxaohusets 
Line,  they  ought  certainly  on  the  Maniaroneck  or  Wrst  Side, 
by  the  like  Rule,  to  run  tiie  same  Distance  northerly,  before 
they  turn  Westward ;  and  indeed  this  in  the  present  Conrtte  of 
their  western  lloundavy  as  llnally  Rxt  by  the  Crown,  and  es- 
tablished  by  their  own  Laws,  viz.  running  northerly  .in  the 
general  Direction  of  Hudson's  River,  about  *  seventy-two 
Hiks  to  the  Mnsaachuitels  Line. 

Thure  ia  another  way,  nioro  extravagant  It  possible,  than 
any  of  the  above,  and  yet  it  has  been  thrown  out  lateljr.  oven 
by  tiie  Connecticut  Coumissionere  to  frovernor  Penn,  aawhat 
niight  probably  Im)  a  reasonable  Construction  ;  namely,  leaving' 
the  Sea  or  Bound  at  Mamaruneck,  to  run  on  West-South- West. 
Bnt  this  would  be  such  a  Shape  or  Figure  forn  Colony  as, 
perhaps,  wasneverl>efore  thought  of ;  constitutlngaTriaogle, 
having  no  Sea  Front,  but  beginning  in  a  Point  at  Naragauset 
Bay,  and  widening  forty-five  Miles  Southward,  fornvery  hun- 
dred and  eleven  Miles  Westward;  so  Hint  it  would  bacome 
twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  Mileu  in  Breadth,  l>efore  it  could 
reach  the  South-Sea.  And  thus,  although  it  would  leave  out 
Hartford  and  a  great  I'art  of  the  present  Connecticut  Colony ; 
it  would  make  large  Reiirinals,  in  the  way,  upon  Peonaylva- 
niu,  Maryland.  Virghiia,  and  the  Ohio  Lands,  jic. 

In  short,  upon  all  the^e  Hypotheses  (except  the  first,  which 
rnns  the  Grant  otT  at  right  Angles  lo  the  Shore)  the  granted 
Premises  would  ba  of  an  unoqual  nnd  irregular  Breadth,  and 
would  not  run  <ilT  in  Ijength  from  the  Sea,  as  was  the  Idea  and 
Intention  of  all  those  old  American  Grants,  nnd  is  particularly 
required,  in  order  to  satisfy  this  lui-ticular  Grant  to  IvOrd  Say 
and  Seal.  Any  other  Conatrucllon  of  it  is  purely  imaginary, 
without  any  Foundation  in  the  Grant  itself ;  or,  indeed,  in  the 
Connecticut  Charter,  which  1m  built  upon  this  QrttDt,  as  that 
Colony,  till  of  lato,  lins  always  contended. 

•See  in  Appendix  26,  llio  I.engtli  orKxtent of  Hie dilTerent Bounda- 
ries of  the  Colony  as  tliey  now  stind.  It  will  appear  otlerwards,  that 
from  llio  Front  of  one  liimdred  and  twenty  Miles  sooQen  mentioned, 
RItodo  Island  took  twenty-fivo  Milo-i  from  one  Side,  and  New-York 
about  sovoii  Miles  from  tJio  oLhor,  leaving  about  eighty-eight  Miles 
f'lr  tba  present  Front 
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But  it  will  be  asked—What  inu^t  be  done  with  the  Words 
North  and  South,  in  Latitude  and  Krea<lth,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant ;  although  dropped  in  the 
Connecticut  Charter? 

I  answer,  that  in  a  Grant,  as  is  the  Case  in  that  under  Con- 
sideration, where  the  Length  is  to  commence  from  a  Front, 
described  to  run  South- West,  West  and  by  South,  or  even 
West,  the  Word  Latitude  can  have  no  Meaning,  if  taken  in  its 
geographical  Sense,  and  not  inserted,  by  the  Ignorance  of  the 
Clerk,  (a#»  it  appears  to  be)  as  a  synonimous  Term  with  Breadth. 
Nor  will  the  Words,  North  and  South,  apply  to  the  Breadth, 
anlt«s  meant  to  express,  that  all'  the  Lands  lying  in  every  Direc- 
tion within  the  two  Land-Lines,  whether  North  or  South,  East 
or  West,  were  actually  intended  to  be  conveyed;  which  agrees 
sufficiently  with  the  Words  of  the  Grant.  These  Words,  North 
and  South,  can  only  be  taken  as  a  general  Designation  for 
Northerly  and  Southerly  ;  just  as  New- York  may  be  said  to  lie 
South  of  New-Haven,  though  not  directly  so ;  and  West  may 
be  explained  Westerly,  or  on  the  West  Part,  which  are  Words 
in  the  Grant. 

Some  Words  in  the  Grant  must  be  rejected,  or  understood 
in  a  qualified  Sense,  in  order  to  allow  the  essential  Parts  their 
full  Operation.  The  Breadth  of  the  Grant  is  its  very  Essence — 
forty  Leagues,  and  all  that  Breadth  throughout.  It  may  seem 
trifling  to  repeat  the  utter  Impossibility  of  keeping  all  that 
Breadth  throughout,  in  a  North  and  South  Direction,  consider- 
ing Breadth  and  geographical  Latitude  as  the  same  ;  nor  can 
the  Brea*dth  be  kept  in  any  other  Direction  but  West-South- 
West,  and  East-North -East,  the  general  Course  of  the  Shore. 

The  Grant  must  have  the  most  liberal  Constracticn  ;  and  this 
the  Connecticut  Claimants  would  contend  for,  if  it  served  their 
present  Purpose.  We  must  reconcile  the  Words  Latitude  and 
Breadth,  if  possible,  so  as  co  sacrifice  neither  of  them.  If  the 
Breadth  of  the  Grant  is  to  be  due  North  and  South,  as  t  he  Line 
GH,  in  Figure  C,  we  have  forty-five  Miles  difference  of  Lati- 
tude between  the  two  Sides  of  the  Figure  ;  but  then  wo  sacri- 
fice near  two  Thirds  of  the  requisite  Breadth.  On  the  other 
Hand,  if  the  Breadth  b3  West-Soiith-West,  as  *he  Line  KF,  in 
Figure  A,  we  sacrifice  nothing;  for  we  have  the  whole  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Miles  in  Breadth ;  and  the  Latitude, 
North  and  Sonth,  between  tht»  Ends  of  the  Line  EF  is  just  the 
same,  as  between  the  Ends  of  the  Tiin«  GH,  viz.  forty-five  Miles 
in  each  Case.  Moreover,  if  we  run  off  in  any  other  Course,  hc- 
tw(^n  Westard  North  North- West,  no  more  Latitude  can  bo  got 
than  forty-five  Miles,  viz.  the  Difference  of  Latitude  between  the* 
two   Ends  of  the  Front  Line.    Thus  the  Latitude,  North  and 
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South  iH  the  BameinalttheeeCaseB;  but  tho  Breadth  can  bo  pre- 
Herved  In  none  of  t.iein,  but  b/  running  at  rignt  AngUa  to  the 
Shore.  Ititithoreforoabun'inntly  iilaln.tliatthiHitithulruoCon- 
H* ruction  or  th»  Grant ;  an<l  inurh  iiiort:  lias  been  tuid  on  thU 
Head  than  will  l>e  neceseary  to  8uch  Reatleru  ua  bavo  tho  least 
Tincture  of  mathematical  and  (;eoKraphicul  Knowledgi^  Ifuny 
ThljiKf">'tber  might  Imi added,  tonliewth"  Absurdity  of  con- 
Htruiiig  tho  Word  Lathu'lo  Into  Ureadth  North  and  Souih,  let 
ua  if'oall  the  Caae  already  mentlunod,  which  the  Grant  ullowB 
to  bn  poSHibte ;  nainiily,  that,  the  Counte  of  the  Shore  had  l>een 
d'lo  West.  Then,  if  th«  Word  I.atiiude  was  to  bo  construed 
into  Brtiadth  North  un<l  South,  there  would  be  no  Ruoh  Breadth 
at  all,  and  consequently  no  Land  granted  ;  und  if  any  Persons 
bad  foulBted  on  this,  as  tlio  true  Construction  of  tho  Words 
Latitude  and  Breadtli,  so  as  totnlly  to  have  defeated  theClrant, 
Connecticut  would  have  called  It  a.  most  unreasonablo  Con- 
struction. Yet  every  Deviation  from  a  Course  at  right  AngleB 
to  the  Shore,  i.i  an  Approach  towards  the  same  unreasonable 
Construclion,  on  their  Part. 

ButoUbo' the  Words  of  theOrant  may  be  thas  reoonell«d,  it 
is  must  prubablo  that  the  Word  Latitude  was  never  Intended 
to  have  -iny  meaning  hut  Breadth.  Whoever  drew  up  the 
Grant  to  LonI  Say  and  Seal  had,  without  doubt,  before  him, 
the  great  Plymouth  Orant,  out  of  which  those  other  New  Eng- 
Innd  Grants  were  to  lie  carved;  In  which  finding  thn  Words 
"Latitude,  nnd  all  the  Breadth  aforesaid,"  used  in  tho  same 
Sense,  ho  imagined  that  ho  ou|;ht  to  do  so  likewise.  He  had 
not  eufflcient  Know]ed(j;e  to  distinguish,  that  in  tho  Plytnotith 
Patent,  where  Degrees  of  Latitude,  vl/.  tho  40tb  and  48th  are 
given  OB  Points  of  Beginning,  and  nil  that  Latitude  or  Breadth 
to  be  kept  throughout,  the  Brenxlth  und  Oeographhical  Lati- 
tude must  l>ethename  Thing;  but  that  where  u  certain  Extent 
or  Breadth  Iti  given  on  thn  Shore,  and  that  Breadth  to  be 
corried  throughout,  tho  Breadth  nnd  Geographical  Ditlerence 
of  Latitude,  with  Respect  to  the  Sides,  can  never  bo  the  same, 
eicept  wher<)  the  Conrso  of  tho  Shoro  Ilea  North  and  South. 

By  long  considering  a  Thing  in  oite  Point  of  View,  wo  con- 
tract n  Prejudice  towards  our  own  Notions.  But  it  is  by  do 
means  a  Rule,  that  all  American  Grants  are  toliodueE^stacd 
West  In  Length.  They  nevc-r  can  <loso.  unless  where  bounded 
by  Panillels  of  Latitude,  if  lliey  are  to  i»rry  their  Front- 
Breadth  throughout  ;  wime  in  Fiict  ilo  lie  in  other  Directions, 
even  within  tho  old  Plymouth  Pnlenl.  luilecd  It  never  was 
supposed  nt  first,  that  ihey  could  nil  lii' West.  The  great  Pat- 
ent  to   iSouth  Vii^iuiu   expressly  mentions  West    und    North- 
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West  from  Seu  to  Sea ;  making  A  llowance  for 
opra,  p.   .       yfi^g^i  might  be  the  Course  of  the  Shore ;  and 

the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  as  long  ago  as  16o3,  before  tliey  had 
any  Charter,-  supposed  tliat  tlie  Lines  from  the  Sliore  might  be 
North,  or  North- West,  or  West.  Speaking  of  the  Dutch  Claim 
of  all  the  Lands  from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Cape  Cod  along  the 
Coast,  they  say,  "from  which,  drawing  any  Lino  to  the  NortI', 
*•  North- West,  or  West,  wholly  take»  in,  or  encroaches  upon,  all 

"the  united  Colonies."    In  Fact,  Connecticut 

Appendix  No.  XIX.    .^      ,,  ,  -,     ,         »  i  i      , 

itself,  as  observed  elsewhere,  has  never  had  any 
Lines  set  off  from  the  Shore,  but  North  and  North-North- 
West  ;  or  nearly  at  Right  Angles. 

That  it  was  t  e  original  Plan  of  Government  thus  to  lay  the 
American  Grants  at  Right  Angles  to  the  Shore,  cannot  be 
doubted.  Douglas  says  expressly,  the  first  Notion  wr«»  to  "lay 
"out  Sattlements  of  one  hundred  Miles  on  the  Shore,  and  one 
"hundred  Miles  back  into  the  Country,  so  as  to  make  Districts 
"of  ono  hundred  Miles  Square. "  But  they  could  not  have  l)een 
Squaro  without  running  diruotly  into  the  main  Land  ;  as  the 
Words  expressly  are. 

Douglas  did  not  assert  this  without  the  best  Authority ;  for 
the  great  Parent-Grant  of  all,  namely,  the  Patent  to  the  South 
and  North  Virginia  Company  as  already  quoted,  expressly  lo- 
cates the  Tiands  to  be  granted,  in  these  Words  "directly  over 
"against  the  Sea  Coast ; "  and  directly  into  the  main  Land,  "  by 
"the  Si>aco  of  ono  hundred  Miles"— and  this  was  supposed,  in 
the  But)8equent  Grant  three  Years  afterwards,  might  be  West 
or  North -West. 

An  Inconvenience,  it  is  true,  arose  in  this  which  was  not  at 
flist  forcBsen,  or  perhaps  was  not  thought  worthy  of  Atten- 
tion; as  the  Crown  knew  that  if  any  interfering  should  after- 
wards bo  found  it  had  a  Power  of  explaining  and  rectifying  its 
own  Grants,  according  to  Reason,  Equity,  and  their  plain  In- 
tention. This  Power  must  have  rested  with  the  Crown,  else  no 
Grants  at  all  could  have  been  made  in  those  early  Times,  till 
a  compleat  Survey  of  the  Coast  and  Country  could  be  made ;  and 
such  Surveys  were  impracticable  till  Settlements  were  first 
made. 

The  Inconvenience  I  mean  is  this— that  \vhen  two  given 
Fronts  on  the  S^a  incline  to  each  other,  making  an  Angle  in- 
ward, tho  Lines  produced  from  those  Fronts,  so  as  to  keep  the 
same  Hreadth,  will  soon  interse3t  iuid  mix  with  emh  other. 
Hence  nroso  the  Confusion  in  all  the  New-Kngiand  Grants; 
whoflo  Places  of  Beginning  were  not  fixt  at  Pej^rees  or  M  inutes  of 
liatitnde.  For  had  they  been  so  fixed,  and  directed  to  carry 
their  Breadth  or  Latitude  throughout,  no  Contest  could  have 
arisen,  unless  the  same  Latitude  had  been  twice  granted. 
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The  HansachusettH  Colony  snein  to  have  Oeen  the  Parent  of 
IheKaOonfiiBJonH.  Though  now  retrenohed  in  their  Gonndfl,  thej 
wero  oniia  as  exorbitant  in  their  ClalniH  na  Connecticut  now 
Hce  IlDMbinaon's  in.  They  claim,  eays  an  early  Writer,  "Fori 
p«rp.  "AUiany,  Ami  l>eyoD<l  it  all  the  Land  to  the 

"South-Bea.  By  their  Boiiih-Hea  Line,  they  intrench  apon 
"the  ColoniuB  of  New-1'lyniouth.  Rliotle-lnland,  and  Connee- 
"tiout;  aud  in  the  Bast,  they  have  ueurpud  Captain  MaBon'B 
■and  Sir  Ferdinando  GorKea's  Patents."— And  elsewhere— 
''Tliey  ivif-  MiiaBa<;huBttB}  lake  tl)e  Lil>erty  to  claim  as  Tar  m 
''  their  Cixiveuience  and  liilereHt  direct ;  never  wantlnj;  a  Pre- 
"  tnxt  of  Riglit  to  any  Place  that  is  comiiiodioiis  for  them — de- 
"  daring  they  do  not  know  the  Boundaries  of  their  Go lumon- 
■' wealth." 

"It  ia."8ayB  Dr.  Douglas,  "freiiuently  very  dilflault,  and  al- 
"  must  iiupossihle.  to  reconcile  the  Letter  and  BonndarieB  of 
"two  old  UrantB,  hecaiiHe,  gonerall)*,  more  was  granted  than 
"had  been  surveyed,  and  perhaptt  more  than  had  been  dls- 
"cQvered-Therefore,  Lines  vere  ill  «!xpreBBed  — in  loose  and 
"Keneral  Terms,  and  frequently  interfering." 

To  the  like  Purpose  writes  Mr.  Klome.  as  early  as  1ft87,  In  hla 
Account  of  the  t^olonieo.  alreadv  quoted.  Speaking  of  the 
great  North-Virginia  Grant,  he  Rays,  "thiB  vast  Tract  of  Land, 
"wa!4 cantoned  and  divided,  by  QranI,  into  many  lesHer  rarceln, 
"according  as  Adventurers  prpsentf'd ;  which  nrantB.  being 
"founded  upon  uncertain  and  false  Detioriplions,  and  Report 
"of  some  that  travelled  thither,  did  mnoh  interfere  one  wftli 
"another,  tothe  great  Disturbance  of  the  first  PianterB." — Anil 
he  savB  further,  "that  Charles  JL  in  1084.  sent  over  four  Com- 
"  iniiiBionerB  to  set  Douttds  to  those  that  had  encroached  opon 
each  other." 

All  this  IB  oonflriiied  bvthe  Commission  itself,  which  sets 
fiirth,  that  Complaints  had  been  made  to  the  Crown  of  Dis- 
putes that  had  arisen  about  the  Bounds  of  the  NeW'England 
Colonies,  nud  that  Addresses  had  been  made  for  remedying 
the  I  nconveniences  arising  on  thiB  Head.  The  following  is  an 
Abstract  of  the  Commission,  with  a  Determination  of  the  Com- 
III  iHsioners,  res|iectiiiR  the  Boumls  of  Connecticut : 

"Chartes  II,  See.     To  all  whom.  &c. 

Abnrnci  of  tho  "Whereas  We  havereceived  several  Addrcswea 

SSSi^Kuil"  ^'ii  "*''■''"'  '*'"'  Snlijects  of  several  Colonies  in  New- 

uiht'"- f"'  iiMfini"  "  En^'liind  — wilh    their    huinblo    Desires,    that 

(MiiipiuintHinNpir-  "\Vn  wiiiild  renew  their  several   Charters,  and 

A'llri'ra^,''iiiW.  Kmni  "receive  them  into  Our  Favor  and   Protection 

KBwVork  RMorto  "andseveral  of  our  Colonies  there.andotheronr 
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**  loving  Snbjeots,  have  complained  of  Differences  and  Disputed 
arisen  apon  the  Limits  and  Bounds  of  their  several  Charters 
and  Jarisdictions,  whereoy  unneighbourly  and  unbrotherly 
** Contentions  have  and  may  arise.  &o — Upon  which  Motives, 
**andi»an  Evidence  of  Our  fatherly  Affection  towards  all  Our 
''Rubjeots  in  those  Colonies  of  the  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
"New-Plymouth,  Rhode-Island,  and  Providence  Plantation, 
"^and  all  other  Plantations  within  that  Tract  of  Land,  known 
** under  the  Appellation  of  New-England—We  have  constituted 
*' and  appointed.  &c.  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  Carre, 
"Knt,  George  Cartwright  and  Samuel  Maverick,  Esqs;  Our 
*' Coram issoners— granting  unto  them,  or  any  three  or  two  of 
''them,  (the  said  Colonel  NichoU,  during  his  Life,  always  to 
**beone)  full  Power  and  Authority  to  hear,  receive,  examine, 
and  determine  all  Complaints  and  Appeals— and  proceed  in 
all  Things  for  settling  the  Peace  of  the  said  Country,'*— 
One  chief  Design  of  this  Commission  then,  was  to  determine 
Bounds,  where  uncertain  or  disputed;  and  the  Determina- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  when  once  made  was  to  be  final,  as 
well  to  put  an  End  to  Contentions  that  had  arisen,  as  to  pre- 
vent such  ajB  mlffht  in  future  arise—All  this  is  further  evident 
See  Neaie.  Vol.  I.  ^^  *'^®  King's  *  Letter  sent  by  the  Commis- 
P-  *»•       *  sioners  to  the  different  New  England  Colonies; 

in  whieh  there  is  no  Restriction,  but  in  Case  of  any  great  Diffi- 
culties, to  be  referred  to  his  Majesty. 

With  Respect  to  the  Bounds  of  Connecticut,  whose  Charter 
was  absolutely  defective  in  Limits,  towards  the  West  and 
South- West,  as  has  oeen  fully  sl^ewn,  tue  Commissioners  deter- 
mined as  follows,  viz— 
"By  Virtue  of  his  Majesty's  Commission— We  have  heard  the 
Difference  about  the  Bounds  of  the  Patents  granted  to  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  and  to  his  Majesty*s  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut ;  and  having  deliberately  considered  all  the 
*'  Reasons  alledeed  by  Mr.  Allen  sen.  Mr.  Qold,  Mr.  Richards, 
"and  Capt.  Winthrop,  appointed  by  the  Assembly  held  at 
"Hartford  October  13th.  1664,  to  accompany  John  Winthrop, 
"Esq;  the   Governor  of  his  Majesty's  Colony  of   Connecticut, 
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•The  Kingtells  them,  that  "to  the  End  there  may  be  no  Contentions 
"and  Differences  among  them  in  Respect  to  the  Bounds  and  .Turisdic- 
"tiona  of  their  several  Colonies,  ho  had  sent  Commissioners  to  deter- 
"  mine— as  the  Right  might  appear  by  clear  Evidence,  or  as  they  can 
"Settle  it  by  mutual  Consent  of  Parties— Or  in  Case  of  Difliculties, 
"they  shall  present  the  same  to  us,  who  will  determine  according  to 
"our  own  Wisdom  and  Justice."    Letter  to  Plymouth  Colony. 
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**to  New- York,  and  to  afpreo  *  upon  the  Bounds  of  the  said  (Jol- 
*'ony,  why  the  said  Long- Island  should  be  under  the  Govern- 
"ment  of  Connecticut,  which  are  too  long  hero  to  be  recited— 
"Wo  do  declare  and  order,  that  the  Southern  Bounds  of  hie 
"Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut  is  the  Sea,  and  that  Long- 
"  Island  is  to  bo  under  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highness 
"the  Duke  of  York— as  is  cixnressed  by  plain  Words  in  the  said 
"Patents  respectively"— But  this  Part  of  the  Determination 
is  not  material  to  the  Point  in  Hand— What  follows  is  the  Part 
we  are  concerned  with— The  Commissioners  go  on  and  say  — 

"We  also  order  and  declare,  that  the  Creek  or  River  called 
"Mamaronock,  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  f  thirteen  Miles  to 
"  the  East  of  West  Chester  and  a  Line  drawn  from  the  East 
"Point  or  Side,  where  the  fresh  Water  falls  into  the  salt,  at 
"high  Water  Mark,  North  North-West  to  the  Line  of  the  Mas- 
"sachusots,  be  the  Western  Bounds  of  the  said  Colony  of  Con- 
"necticnt;  and  all  Plantations  lying  Westward  of  that  Creek 
"and  Line  so  drawn,  to  be  under  his  Royal  Highness's Govem- 
"nient,  and  all  Plantations  lying  Eastward  of  that  Creek  and 
"Line,  to  be  under  the  Government  of  Connecticut.  Given 
"under  our  Hands,  at  James's  Fort  in  New- York,  on  the  Is- 
"land  of  Manhattan,  this  1st  Day  of  December,  1664." 

Richard  Nicolls, 
George  Carteret, 
S.  Mavericke. 

This  Determination  of  their  Limits  was  assented  to,  and  ac- 
cepted in  the  most  public  and  solemn  Manner,  in  the  Words 
following,  without  any  Reservation  or  further  Claim,  viz. 

"We  the  Governor  and  Commissioners  of  the  General  Assein- 
"biy  of  Connecticut,  do  give  our  Consent  to  the  Jjimits  and 
"Bounds  above  mentioned,  as  Witness  our  Hands," 

Gold,  John  WinthroD, 

John  Winthrop,  jun.  AUyn,  sen. 

Richards. 

The  above  is  taken  from  Copies  of  the  Records  of  New-York, 
inserted  in  the  Council  Books  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  acrrees 
exactly  with  the  (copies  inserte:!  in  Smith's  History  of  New- 
York  whit'.h   he  ci»rtainlv  took  from  the  public  Records  there. 

The  Author  of  the  Susquf^hannali  Cnse.  however,  expresses 
the  Assont,  on  the  Part  of  (^(mnocticut.  dillerently.  But  if 
this  Alteration  was  made  with  a  View  of  havin«r  the  Determi- 


*Tlio  Words — ♦•to  ajjreo  upon  the  Bounds  of  the  "said  Colonj* — 
are  left  out  of  the  State  ot  the  Case  drawn  up  by  Connecticut,  for  the 
Opinion  of  Council. 

t  In  the  Susquehanna  Case,  they  call  it  twelve  Miles. 
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•nation  oonsidered  OS  obligatory  upon  Connecticut  only  80  far  as 
New-York  Bounds  were  in  Question,  ho  is  unfortunate  in  the 
Mode  of  Expression ;  for  even  if  the  Assent  of  Connecticut  had 
been  in  the  Words  he  gives  us,  it  is  equally  strong,  and  that 
not  only  with  Respect  to  the  absolute  Limits  of  the  Colony,  but 
of  the  Patent  itself— The  Words  are,  as  he  gives  them — 

•*We  underwritten,  on  belialf  of  tho  Coh)ny  of  Connecticut, 
**  have  assented  unto  the  Determination  of  his  Majesty's  Com- 
'* misaioners.  in  Relation  to  the  Bounds  and  liimitsof  his  Royal 
"* Hif^hneas  the  Duke's  Patent,  and  the  Patent  to  Connecticut.  '* 

It  is  indeed  a  nice  Distinction  which  some  have  lately  thoucrht 
of,  that  Decause  New- York  and  Connecticut  only  were  men- 
toned  in  this  Settlement,  the  Boundary  fixed  could  only  be  ob- 
liiratory  upon  Connecticut,  so  far  as  New- York  was  concerned. 
There  is  not  the  least  Ground  for  this  Distinction.  No  other 
Colonies  or  Powers,  but  those  two,  could  properly  be  men- 
tioned ;  none  else  being  immediately  concerned.  Two  Patents 
were  granted;  one  to  Connecticut,  the  other  to  the  Duke. 
The  latter  included  all  the  Country  from  Delaware  to  Connec- 
ticut River,  formerly  the  Dutch  Claim  by  Preoccupancy.  The 
latter,namely  Connecticut  Pa  tent,  had  no  certain  ECxtent  along 
tho  Coast ;  nor  was  it  ever  intended  to  include  any  Lands  with- 
in the  just  Claim  of  the  Dutch  between  Hudson's  and  Connec- 
ticut River ;  but  the  Connecticut  and  New- Haven  Colonies  had 
over -ran  a  great  Part  of  the  fiandsin  that  District,  The  Crown, 
by  Conquest,  being  now  solely  vested  with  those  Lands,  had 
the  only  Right  to  parcel  them  out,  and  settle  contested  Limits. 
The  Settlement  so  made  was  al^solute  and  conclusive  as  to  the 
Parties  concerned.  "  A  North- North- West  Line  from  a  certain 
**  well-known  Point  to  the  Line  of  the  Massachusets,  shall  be 
"the  Western  Bounds  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut.'*— No 
Reservation  here,  nor  Reference  to  any  other  Colony.  It  is  as 
absolute  and  explicit  as  the  other  Boundary,  beyond  which  they 
could  not  go.  "The  Southern  Bounds  of  Connecticut  is  tho 
•'Sea'*— They  do  not  mean  the  Southern  Bounds  with  respect 
to  New- York,  but  the  absolute  Southern  Bounds  of  Connecti- 
cut. In  the  same  absolute  and  explicit  Manner,  the  Gover- 
nor and  Commissioners  erive  their  Assent,  viz — "Wo  consent 
"to  the  Bounds  and  liiniits  above-mentioned"—"  Wo  assent  to 
"the  Determination  of  his  Majesty's  Coininissioners  in  Relation 
"to  the  Bounds  of  the  Duke's  Patent,  and  the  Patent  of  Con- 
"necticut"— That  is,  they  agree  that  the  Line,  fixed  as  above, 
shall  be  the  absolute  Boundary  of  both. 

Had  Go\ernor  Winthrop  and  those  in  Commission  with  him, 
thought  that,  a  hundred  years  afterwards,  their  Ct rand-Chil- 
dren would    claim,  by  Virtue  of  their    Charter,  an    immense 
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Comitry  West  of  New- York,  ttiey  would  not  have  sahsoribed 
their  Attseiit  in  either  of  the  I-'ormx  above-mentioned,  but 
would  hiivu  uaid,  "  W(9  ctmsunt  to  the  nbove  Lines  or  LiinitB, 
"so  fur  as  concerns  tlie  Duke's  Patent,  saving  to  ouruelvesour 
"(Charter  Kiglits  to  the  Westward."  Such  a  Notion  would  have 
been  treated  with  Etidiiiule  ut  that  Tune,  and  certainly  never 
entered  into  thi?ir  Inmgination— Un  the  oontrary,  Mr.  Win- 
throp  had  much  Reaaon  to  l>e  pleased  at  the  Issue  of  his  Nego- 
oiiition  with  the  Khig's  Coin  miss  loners.  His  lame  and  defec- 
tive Charter  liad  received  a  new  Form  and  Birth,  as  much  as  if 
it  tiad  again  giassed  the  Royal  Beals.  It  had  now  ffot  an  East- 
ern, Soulliern,  Western,  and  Northern  lioundary ;  explicit  In 
Length  and  Direction,  He  had  also  got  hid  Charter  extended 
Westward  iiiucli  fa^rther  than  he  durst  propose,  oreipress,  two 
Yearu  bsforrf ;  wo  as  now  to  include  New-Haven,  and  the 
Country  from  Mainaroneck  BaHtward,  which  had  been  so  long 
ConteBte<l  with  the  Dutch,  and  liaxi  been  granted  to  the  Dnke 
OS  Part  of  the  Dutch  Country.  In  all  this  he  had  the  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Crown-CoinmiitHionerH,  an  well  as  in  persuading 
them  that  a  North- North-West  Line  from  Mamaroneok  ivould 
keep  on  the  Ea.''t  Side  of  Hudsim's  River,  whereas  It  would 
soon  have  crossed  It,  and  taken  away  the 
greati^st  Part  of  the  Duke's  Territory uo  lately 
conqnereil  from  the  Dutch.  This  Line  was  accordingly  soon 
afterwards  altered,  and  tlirown  into  a  Parallel  to  Hudson's 
River  at  twenty  Miles  Distance,  lieing  about  a  North  Direction, 
which  was  finally  confirmed  by  tho  Crown,  March  28tb,  1700, 
as  the  Western  Ttoundary  of  Connecticut. 

The  Arguments,  no  Doubt,  maiieuseof  by  Mr.  Winthrop,  to 
ohtnin  such  an  Extension  of  his  Charter  from  the  King's  Oom- 
mlHsioners,  to  the  manifeet  Detriment  of  the  Duke's  Patent, 
must  have  been  the  Agreement  made  wllb  the  Outchat  Hart- 
foi^.  in  1050;  and  more  esiiecially  his  claimlnK  the  fnll  Extent 
of  "  Lord  tiay  and  Seal's  Grant,  as  intended  to  be  Included  in 
thn  R>yol  Ciiarter  to  Connecticut.  For,  upon  no  other  Prin- 
iiiples  can  wn  account  for  the  CommiHSioners  fixing  on  Mama- 
roneclt,  a  Place  exactly  iit  imi'  hundred  an<l  twenty  Miles  Dis- 
tance, on  a  strait  Line  rr<im  Nani);anset  Hay,  and  theo  setting 
oil  North- North -West,  or  at  right  Angles  to  the  Shore;  all 
which,  we  have  shewn,  the  true  Construction  o'  Lord  Say  and 
Spal's  'irant  requires.  Another  Circnmstance  which  rendered 
the  Bottleinent  more  easy,  was  the  Siii^nce  of  New-Haven  Col- 

*  We  And  tlio 
mission  ors  lliu 
Appendix  No. 
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ony.  This  they  expressly  say  in  a  letter,  signed  by  their  Sec- 
retary, James  Bishop,  addressed  to  the  Council  of  Conneotl- 
cat,  and  dated,  New-Haven,  December  14,  1604,  only  two 
Weeks  after  the  Determination  of  Limits  by  the  King's  Com- 
missioners. 

Appendix.  No.  ^®  have  been  silent  hitherto— "chasing 
-^^J»-  '  '' rather  to  sufTer,  than  begin  any  Motion  hazard- 

•*ful  to  New-England  Settlements"— We  have  kept  this  Silence 
"according  to  Promise,  notwithstanding  your  seeking  to  bring 
**  us  under  the  Government  of  yourselves,  wherein  we  have  had 
'*  no  Hand  to  settle  the  same ;  and  before  we  had  cleared  to  our 
''Conviction  the  certain  Limits  of  your  Charter;  which  may 
justly  increase  the  Scruple  of  too  much  Haste  in  that  and 
former  Actings  upon  us**-  Surely  [then]  "you  have  the  more 
Reason  to  be  full  with  us— seeing  that  your  Success  for  Patent 
*'  Hounds  with  those  Gentlemen,  (the  King's  Commissioners) 
"seems  to  be  Debtor  unto  our  Silence  before  them — and  you 
'*  |)erforming  to  Satisfaction,  we  may  still  rest  quiet"— a  plain 
Intimation,  that  if  New-Haven  chose  it,  they  could  still  break 
the  Charter-Bounds,  as  settled  by  the  Commissioners. 

Indeed,  whoever  will  peruse  the  Remonstrance  or  State  of 
the  Case,  sent  by  New-Haven  *  to  Connecticut  or  Hartford 
Colon}',  when  the  latter  served  the  former  with  the  Copy  of 
their  Charter  about  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1064,  and  claimed 
New-Haven,  &c.  as  included  in  it,  will  soon  discover  what  was 
their  original  Construction  of  the  Extent  of  that  Charter,  The 
Remonstrance  begins  in  a  very  solemn  and  pathetic  Strain  : 

"  Honoured  and  beloved  in  the  Lord, 

"We,  the  General  Court  of  New-Haven  Colony,  being  sensi- 

"ble  of  the  many  Wrongs  which  this  Colony 
****"  "hath  suffered  lately,  by  your  unjust  Pretences 

"and  Encroachments  upon  our  just  Rights,  have  unanimously 
"consented,  though  with  Grief  of  Heart,  being  compelled 
••thereto,  to  declare  unto  you,  and  to  all  to  whom  the  Knowl- 
"  edge  thereof  may  come,  what  you"  yourselves  do  or  may  know 
to  be  true. 

They  then  proceed  to  set  forth  their  first  Settlement  and 
Purchase  from  the  Indians  at  New  Haven  in  1637;  the  extend- 
ing of  their  Settlements  on  both  Sides  along  the  Sea,  their 
maintaining  a  voluntary  or  associated  Government  among 
themselves  for  twenty-six  Years,  without  any  Assistance  from, 
or  Dependance  upon, Hartford  or  Connecticut  old  Colony— who 
never  questioned  their  being  a  di.stinct  Jurisdiction,  and  hav- 

♦Thi»  DiaconteDt  of  New-Haven  with  the  Connecticut  Charter,  nnd 
denying  that  they  were  in  its  Limits,  is  mentioned  by  Mather, 
Hutchinson,  and  other  New-England  Historians. 
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ing  distinct  BoandB,  flxt  by  mutual  Consent.  Tboy  fnrthsr 
say  tliat,  inilependent  of  Oonuecticut,  they  bad  contended  with 
the  Dutoh,  who  claiinei]  New  Haven  and  ull  the  Sea  Coast,  and 
had  erected  the  AriiiHof  the  Kingof  England,  where  the  Dutch 
designed  to  erect  IliOBe  o(  tlio  PrincH  of  Orange;  thataaa 
dlfltant  "Jolony.  they  had,  aa  early  oa  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  I, 
received  a  Letter  from  th<?  oouimittee  for  foreign  Plantations, 
which  they  ha<l  yet  to  pro<luce.  Kigiied  ainon^  orhers,  by  Iiord 
Warwick  an<)  by  Lord  Bay  and  Seal,  by  which  it  waH  clear  those 
Lords  had  no  purixise,  after  New-Haven  Colony  by  the  Sua, 
was  settled  aa  a  distinct  Governtni^nt,  "that  it  should  be  put 
"under  the  Patent  of  Connitellcnt,  nor  had  you  (continue 
"they)  any  Patent  till  about  two  Yuara  agV— They  tell  them 
further,  that  in  IG44,  they  of  New  Haven  sent  Home  Ur.  Grig- 
son  to  solicit  a  Patent.  un<lei-  which  Hartford  Colony  then  sig- 
nified that  they  would  gluilly  be  Included,  tlio'  Mr.  Griftson  was 
drowned  in  his  Way  to  England,  and  the  Matter  could  not  be 
taken  up  again  on  Account  of  the  Troubles  there- But  that 
Ctmnecticut  now  acted  a  different  Part,  procuring  a  Patent 
without  the  Concurrence  of  Now  Haven  ;  uiay.contrary  to  their 
Miixls  oipreSHfd  l>efore  the  Patent  was  sent  for;  contrary  to 
the  Promises  iiiado on  the  Part  of  Connecticut  and  the  Terms* 
of  the  Confeileration ;  and  wlthoutHuillclent  Warrant  from  the 
Patont  itself,  have  invaded  tlio  Rights  of  New  Haven,  and 
seek  to  involve  them  undi^r  Connecticut  Juris«liotion~That  in 
1601,  when  Mr.  Winthrop  went  to  England  to  procure  his  Pat- 
ent, they  had  warned  him  by  Letter  not  to  havo  his  Hand  in 
so  unrighteous  an  Act,  as  so  far  to  extend  tho  Lino  of  ihat. 
Patent,  that  the  Colony  of  New  Haven  should  bo  involved 
within  it ;  far  Answer  thereunto,  he  was  i>leaKed  to  certify  in 
two  Letters  that  no  such  Thing  wat  1  intended,  but  rather 
the  Contrary,  &o— Whini,  continue  they,  "made  us  easy,"  wlio 
else  could  havo  prooureii  a  Patent  for  uurselves,  with  our  own 
known  Bounds  according  to  nureliasu  [froui  tlio  Indians]  with- 
out doing  any  Wrong  to  Connecticut  in  their  just  Bounds  and 
Limits. 

They  add  further,  "and  after  tho  Patent  was  brought  over 
"and  shewn  tons,  we  declared  that  New  Haven  Colony  was  not 
"atoll  nientioniHl  in  it,  and  gave  some  Rcastms  why  we  lieiieved 

*By  tlioArticlcnofCnnfcilcratinn  bclwecn  tlio fourColonics.  already 
quntcii,  it  was  solemnly  cove  nun  led,  lliat  no  two  of  llicm  should  bo 
included  in  otio  Putent  or  .lurlsdiiUion  wiltioiit  tlio  consent  of  the 
whole;  uniitiier  Pn>nr  that  Mr.  Winllircil) uduld  not  mean  to  include 
Now  Haven  in  llio  Con  nee  li  cut  I'uteiit. 

flloro,  as  waa  HiigRestoil  before,  1m  ;i  full  flCiuson  why  Mr.  Wiutlirop 
gavo  bis  Patent  no  Lino  or  Extent  on  llio  Poust. 
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**  that  tho  Kini?  did  not  intend  to  put  this  Colony  uuuer  Con- 
**necticat." 

They  then  tell  Connecticut  (and  they  are  Words  worthy  of 
Notice  by  the  present  Connecticut  Claimants)  **that  they 
took  a  preposterous  Course,  first  to  dismember  New  Haven,  and 
after  that,  treating  with  them  about  Union— which  is,  as  if 
one  Man  ''proposing  to  treat  with  another,  should  first  cut  off 
''from  him  an  Arm,  a  leg,  and  an  Ear,  and  then  come  to  treat 
*'  with  him  about  Union" — 

The  Consequence  of  this  Remonstrance  was  an  Appeal  from 

New  Haven  to  his   Majesty,  to  explain  "his  true  Intendment 

"and  Meaning  in  the  Connecticut  Patent,  whether  it  was  tosub- 

"ject  New  Haven  Colony  under  it,  or  net?" — Mr.  Winthrop,  who 

was  yet  in  England,  found  Means  to  keep  this  Remonstrance 

from  being  presented,  and  wrote  over,  desiring  Connecticut 

to  forbear  "imposing  in  any  Kind  upon  New 
Appoodlz  No.  XXI.    ..  „  ...     '^ ,       °.      1^  -  „        J      .    . 

"Haven,  without  their  Consent,     and  giving 

fair  Hopes  that  all  would  be  settled  to  their  Satisfaction—He 
confesseshis  Promises  not  to  "  meddle  with  any  Town  or  Planta- 
•*  tion  that  was  settled  under  any  other  Government ;"  and  tho* 
he  left  his  Charter  open,  and  in  its  present  defective  State, 
wrongly  thinking,  perhaps,  that  as  it  was  in  such  loose  Terms, 
it  might  be  shoved  West  or  South  as  Circumstances  might  be ; 
yet  he  adds,  what  will  be  a  lasting  and  full  Proof  that  New 
Haven  could  not  have  been  intended,  by  the  Crown  at  least, 
to  be  included  in  it,  nor  indeed  by  hhnself,  if  he  acted  an  hon- 
est Part.  His  Words  ar«^,  "Had  it  been  otherwise  intended" 
(viz.  to  meddle  with  Settlements  under  other  Jurisdictions, 
expressly  speaking  of  New  Haven)  "it  would  have  been  inju- 
"rious,  in  taking  out  the  Patent,  not  to  have  inserted  a  propor- 
••tionable  Number  of  their  Names  in  it." — 
That  the  Crown  did  not  consider  New  Haven  as  included  in 
w^«    th©  Patent,  is  evident,  among  other  Things, 

iippendlxNo.ZZV.  /  ^  it  'xi.        it 

from  a  ijetterof  Charles  II,  written  in  June, 
1663,  about  a  Year  after  tho  Patent  past,  signed  by  Sir  Harry 
Rennet,  Secretary  of  State,  directed  to  New  Haven  as  a  dis- 
tinct Colony,  requiring  them  in  Conjunction  with  MassachusetK. 
-Plymouth  and  Connecticut,  "to  bo  aiding  and  assisting  to  cer- 
tain Purchasers  of  the  Naraganset  Country,  in  the  Settlement 
thereof. " 

Mr.  Winthrop  camo  over  a  little  before  the  Crown  Commis- 
sioners, and  great  Pains  v/f»rc  taken  to  spread  Surmises,  that 
^11  who  were  not  comprehended  in  any  Charter,  would  faro  ill, 
^J*d  be  subjected  to  arbitrary  Decisions,  respecting  their  Lands 
^nd  Property.  It  was  represented  too,  that  the  old  Connect i- 
^'it  Colony  wonld  be  likewise  brought  into  Danger,  if  any  Dif- 
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di  M  flcultiftB  were  Htarted  nbout  the  Uncert^nty  of 
xiii.  XXIV,  "'  the  Bounds  in  tho  now  Cliarter;  and  tharefor^, 
for  tile  Bake  of  the  public  Good,  und  large  I'romiees  of  t>eing 
iiioludM)  on  their  own'  TeruiB,  New  Haven  conHentad  to  the 
Silencu  above  mentioned  ;  attho'  tbey  had  but  just  pant  a  Voti> 
to  Bend  an  Agent  to  Englund  to  Bolicit  a  Charter  for  them - 
SEllve8■ 

Tlie  conaequenoe  of  thiHobligfng  and  brotherly  Silence  hai* 
been  inenlfoniiil.  The  Connecticut  Charter  liad  bounds  flxed. 
Innludlng  Now  Haven;  and  giving  it  an  Extent  Weetward. 
which  conic)  otht^rwiBs  never  have  l>eenjUBtly  claimed  under  li. 

Thus  far  I  have  endeavoured  {and  I  truBt,  with  the  utmost 
^^  Candor,     and     supported     by    the    Btrons^Bt 

Vouchers)  to  Bhew  what  Ti'oot  of  Country  the 
Connecticut  Charter  was  intended  to  Include;  that  the  Peti- 
tioners were  nevur  intltled  to  more  than  a  Part  of  Lord  Bay 
and  Seal'M  Orant  about  Connecticut  River ;  that  they  desired 
only  to  cover  what  lay  within  their  own  Bounds;  that  aUho' 
Mr.  Winthropleft  the  Charteropen  towards  Nt)w  Haven,  vlth 
a  View  to  have  its  Limits  settled  more  or  less  Westward,  ax 
tho  King's  Couiinisaiimci's  might  think  fit,  and  New  Haven 
aaree;  yet  it  coukl  never  have  li>'en  liis  Intention,  or  that  of 
the  Crown,  to  inclmli-  New  Haven  wllhuut  their  Consent, 
much  letw  to  iMLKSOver  all  the  Dutch  Settlements  and  proceed 
to  the  Bouth  Sea,  thriiiigh  ininicni^e  Countrieti,  then  neitlier 
within  the  Knowledfie  "o""  ('ontemplation  of  the  Crown  ;  that 
then>  is  nothing  in  the  Charter  to  warrant  such  u.  Construct  inn, 
nor  any  Breadth  given  nor  I'laco  of  Beginning,  except  a  single 
Line  to  l>e  curried  '.hrouffhout,  to  the  other  SeA;  that  if  ancli  n 
Construction  could  lie  admitted,  and  I.or.l  Bay  and  Seal's  Urant 
l)e  takeij  in  to  mipply  the  defective  Limits  of  the  Gonneoticnt 
Charter,  the  (grunted  Premises  would  be  carried  far  North  of 
Pennxylvaniu,  niixini;  with  the  oilier  New  Kngland  Grants, 
and  sharing  in  their  Confusion;  that  if,  rejecting  Lord  Say 
and  Seal's  (irant,  after  tho  Bervlres  It  hiiH  dene  them,  they 
should  plead  (lie  Settlement  made  by  tile  thrown,  for  remedy- 
ing this  Confusion  and  Defect  of  Liniiti',  they  must  then  adhere 
to  suL-h  Bettleiiient,  as  being  alisolnte  and  llmil ;  that  If  they 
reject  one  Lino  of  the  said  Seltlinient,  they  inuBt  reject  the 
whole ;  iind,  in  sueh  Case  New  Haven  Colony  will  tw  in  no  Char- 
ter at  ilII  — Ciinni'ctinut  mnst  return  to  what  would  have  been 
llHoi'i;{imil  Limits,  and  eunelitinino  I^arids  Westward  of  Con- 
necticut River. 

The  <;<mne>!tieut  (;.>mmis.<I<mer^  have  ndmitted  this  In  their 
Letter  to  (Jovernor  I'enii.  neceniber  1«,  1773,  and  Bay  that  a 
Settlement  of  their  Ijimits  became  necessary,  on  Account  of 
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the* Dutch  Possession  of  that  Territory,  which  "was  after- 
awards  gpranted  to  the  Duke  of  York—a  Possession  which  oc- 
^^casioned  its  being  excepted  out  of  the  original  Grant  to  the 
"Oouncil  of  Plymouth,  and,  in  Fact,  prevented  its  being  ever 
"vested  in  the  Crown,  until  the  Conquest  thereof  by  Col. 
"  Nichols  in  August  1664.  As  that  Territory,  therefore,  was  not 
"in  1662,  in  the  Crown  to  grant,  no  Part  of  it  could  pass  by 
"the  Patent  to  Connecticut." 

Now  the  Country  granted  to  the  Duke  of  York  extended,  us 
has  been  shewn,  to  the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River,  and 
therefore  those  Gentlemen  admit  that  nothing  to  the  West- 
ward of  that  River  passed  by  their  Patent.  If  then  the  Crown, 
in  order  to  save  the  Pojjsessions  of  the  Dutch,  intended  to  pass 
nothing  to  Connecticut,  Went  of  that  River,  can  it  be  imagined 
that  any  Thing  was  intended  to  be  passed  or  granted,  through 
immense  Tracts  of  Country  behind  the  Dutch  Settlements,  and 
cut  off  by  them  from  any  immediate  or  direct  Communica- 
tion with  the  Sea?  Had  this  been  intended,  why  did  the  Crown 
stop  Connecticut  Charter  by  a  Northerly  Line,  from  Mamaro- 
ueck  to  the  Massachusets,  after  becoming  vested  with  the 
whole  Country,  from  the  Sea  throughout?  Why  did  not  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop  remonstrate  to  the  Crown-Commissioners, 
upon  the  Impropriety  of  splitting  his  Grant  into  two  Parts, 
by  erecting  intermediate  Governments  within  it?  Why  did 
he  not  represent  that  only  a  single  Jurisdiction  was  given  to 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut ;  and  that  the  Grant 
would  thus  l>e  defeated  in  the  Main,  by  splitting  it  in  such  a 
manner,  as  that  Government  could  not  be  administered  in  it, 
without  separate  Jurisdictions?  Why  did  he  not  insist  on  his 
Grant  being  kept  entire,  and  carried  quite  through  what  is 
now  the  Province  of  New- York?  The  Patent  to  the  Duke  could 
not  stand  in  his  Way ;  for  none  of  the  Dutch  Possessions  had 
passed  by  that  Patent,  any  more  than  by  the  Patent  to  Con- 
necticut, both  being  granted  before  the  Conquest.     And   the 


♦In  order  to  pave  the  way  for  this  Argument,  namely,  that  it  was 
not  the  original  Uncertainly  of  Limits  in  the  Connecticut  Charter, 
but  the  Pre-occupancy  of  the  Dutch,  that  made  the  future  Settlement 
of  Limits  by  the  Crown  Commissioners  necessary  ;  the  Author  of  llio 
Sosquehannah  Casesays  that  by  the  Charter  from  Charles  II,  "all  the 
**  Lands  were  granted,  drc.  saving  what  might  then  ho  actually  pos- 
"aesaedor  inhabited  by  any  other  Christian  Prince  or  Slate  "—a  Savinp, 
which,  that  I  might  argue  from  his  own  Premises,  I  have  allowed. 
Bat  there  is  no  such  "Saving"  in  the  Connecticut  Charter;  and  the 
Author  would  have  taken  it  ill,  if  to  servo  the  other  Side  of  the  Ques- 
tion, it  had  l)een  said,  that  such  a  Saving  was  intended  when  not  ex- 

praipMt 
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Preference  was  due  to  the  latter,  as  heiag  two  Teara  older. 
If  Mr.  Winthrop  liad  i.'nterialiied  anyHUch  Idea  ooHoemlDK 
the  Bxtent  ot  lila  I'lLlent.  can  it  bo  )maKtiie<l  th&t  ha  would 
have  puf  hit  Hand  to  Huitli  lui  alHtoluin  and  explicit  Settlement 
of  Houudi),  as  that  fimerted  nliove?  It  is  utterly  improbable, 
aud  I  am  wearied  with  piirsuiiii;  a  NotioD,  do ohimerioal  and 
Void  of  all  FouiidHtion! 

But  It  will  liu  uaked  in  the  last  I'lace— If  auob  be  the  true 
Oitnstrnorion  of  tlia  <'harter.  what  must  be  done  with  the 
Wordit— "and  in  Longitnde,  ae  the  J>ine  of  the  Masuohuaets 
"(Colony,  runnlii;;  from  Kant  to  WeHt,  that  ih  to  Bay,  from  the 
"Haid  Naraj^anaet  Uny  on  thj  Eoat.  to  the  South  Sea  on  the 
"West  Pert ?" 

I  auHwer,  that  with  R^pect  to  the  Word  Longitude,  It  must 
Bhani  the  Hame  Fate  with  the  Word  Latitude.  If  the  latter 
has  been  riifhtly  explained,  the  former  may  bi;  easily  understood. 
Lonj^ituiU  can  only  nu-un  l-enBth;  and  the  Words,  "on  the 
"  Weut  Part,"  favor  thi^  Exposition.  And,  oven  in  a  geofrra- 
phioal  Sense,  1  believe  it  cannot  easily  be  said,  whether  both 
the  Len^i^th,  airl  uliio  the  i^eogriiphionl  Dltterenoe  of  Longltade, 
cotnmonly  called  Departure,  may  not  be  at  least  as  great  by 
preserving  the  Breadth,  ixn  by  sacrificing  it. 

Witli  Respuct  to  tiie  Words— running  "as  the  Line  of  the 
"Miusachii8r:ts,  See."  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  may  make  the 
moat  of  them.  We  leave  the  Lines  of  both  Colonies,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  in  the  same  Predioament ;  and  believe  that 
neither  of  them  were  over  intended,  nor  wiil  ever  tm  auffered, 
tio  cross  the  Lines  of  New-YorK.  or  what  was  reserved  by  the 
Crown  as  the  old  JJutch  RlglitM.  The  Lines  of  the  Uasaanhnseta, 
which  are  cTplioit,  and  have  two  Places  of  Beginning  upon  the 
one  dao,  have  be^n  long  since  atoppe<l  by  the  <'rown,  without 
running  far  on  tlieir  Way  to  the  other  Sea.  The  Lines  of  Vir- 
ginia, whioh  extended  filso  from  Sea  to  Sea,  have  shared  the 
same  Fate,  and  have  been  abridged  in  every  Direetion.  All 
the  Remonstrances  of  ttiat  ancient  Colony  and  rtvpeotable 
Dominion,  were  of  no  Avail  to  prevent  Lord  Raltlmore'snod 
other  Crown  Orants,  from  being  taken  out  of  the  old  Virginia 
Patent.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Privy  (Council,  July  8,  1(138,  we 
find  under  their  Consideratio;!— "the  Petition  of  the  Planters 
"of  Virginia,  r.>monst rating  thnt  some  Grants  had  lately  been 
"obtained  of  a  great  Pr.>portion  of  Lands  and  Territories 
"within  the  Limits  <.f  (hn  Col<iny  there— And  a  Day  wasor- 
"dered  for  furtlier  heaiitiK  of  the  Parties,  who  are  said  to  be 
"the  ]jOrd  Haiti  more,  end  the  Hitid  Adventurers  and  Planters 
"of  Virginia."  Inthe  End.  "Lord  Baltimore  was  left  to  his 
"  I'atent,  which  had  been  passed  the  Year  before ;  and  the  aald 
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'*  I'lanters  were  left  to  the  onliuary  Course  of  Law^'—whioh  cer- 
tainly would  have  given  them  a  Remedy  against  the  Patent,  if 
liis  Majesty  had  not  been  vested  with  a  Right  to  pass  it. 

Col.  Beverly  says  that  "this  Precedent  of  my  Lord  Balti- 
more's Grant,  which  entrenched  upon  the  (charters  and  Bounds 
of  Virginia,  was  Hint  enough  for  other  Courtiers  (wno  never 
intended  a  Settlement,  as  my  Lord  did)  to  find  out  something 
of  the  same  Kind  to  make  Money  of ;  and  was  the  Occasion  of 
several  largo  Defalcations  from  Virginia,  a  few  Years  after- 
wards'*— 

It  would  be  needless  to  mention  the  Defalcations,  made  also 
from  the  Massaohusets  ancient  Claims,  and  many  other  Tran- 
sactions of  the  Crown  in  America ;  which,  as.  observed  before, 
has  always  been  considered  as  having  the  sole  Right  of  regulat- 
ing the  American  Grants,  according  to  Equity  and  what  was 
their  original  Intention ;  namely,  the  Settlement  of  the  Coun- 
try under  separate  Jurisdictions  of  practicable  Extent ;  and  not 
the  Reservation  of  immense  Tracts  through  distant  Genera- 
tions, to  be  piarcelled  to  for  the  Convenience,  and  under  the 
Wing,  of  any  particular  Colony. 

Connecticut  has  the  least  of  all  Claims,  nay  not  even  the 
Shadow  of  a  Claim,  for  any  Thing  of  this  K  ind.  For  if  its 
Charter  could  carry  any  Thing  to  the  South  Sea,  it  would  only 
be  a  Line  "from  Naraganset  Bay  on  the  East,  to  the  South 
"Sea  on  the  West  Part,'*  and  not  any  Breadth  of  Country. 
Nay,  before  that  Charter  was  three  Months  old,  it  suiTered  an 
Amputation  by  the  Authority  of  the  Crown.  The  subsequent 
Rhode-Island  Chart<»r  is  extended  twenty-five  Miles  into  that 
of  Connecticut,  and  Paukatuck  River  is  ordered  to  be  the  East- 
ern Bounds  of  the  latter,* "any  Grant  or  Clause  therein  to  the 

Contrary  notwithstanding" — And  the  Crown 
Commissioners  accordingly  did  *  about  three 
Years  afterwards  order  a  "Line  to  be  drawn  Northerly  from 
"the midst  of  the  Road  going  over  said  Paukatuck  River;" 
which  Line  was  then  fixed,  and  remains  their  Eastern  Bound- 
ary to  this  Day.  And,  thus  we  see  the  Crown,  thought  it  had 
Power  to  limit  them  on  the  East  as  well  as  West  Side,  and  in 
both  Cases  so  absolutely,  that  thej'  acquiesced  in  those  Bounds 
till  now.  And,  here  it  is  worthy  of  being  repeated,  that  from 
both  Ends  of  their  front  Lino  the  Crown  set  them  oflf  North- 
erly, or  at  about  right  Angles  to  the  Shore,  as  required  by 

*It  is  true  that  Mr.  Winthrop,  after  his  Charter  was  passed,  is  said 
to  have  agreed  to  this  Amputation  ;  but  if  his  Refusal  could  have  pre- 
vented it,  there  is  no  Probability  that  he  would  have  parted  with  a 
Breadth  of  twenty-five  Miles  throughout,  after  having  got  it  at  first 
Ineliided  in  bis  Grant 
11— Vol.  XVIII. 
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liiird  Bay  and  Saul'u  Urtiiiti  by  whiob  they  thea  claimed  to 
Imve  their  own  CItarttir  re([Ulatud  atid  eiptained.  By  wbat 
Kule,  tlien,  they  cat!  riowoluim  a  Wt»<t«ru  Gourso  from  tha 
Shore,  reinahiH  to  Ije  aocouiited  for  by  them  selves. 

DougliiK  hud  the  very  Buine  Idea  (wlilch  iti  here  expreaaed) 
of  the  Course  or  Direction  of  the  Coiineoliout  Lineit,  viz— that 
they  w fire  to  run  Northerly  from  the  Shore;  and  that  tbeir 
Bouth-Sea  Lhie  was  only  meant  as  an  Extent  to  tlie  MaSMt- 
oliiisetx  Line.  Bpealcli)){  of  Lord  Say  and  Benl's  Grant,  he  sayH— 
"it  run.  ns  the  Sua  (JoaHt,  forty  Leai^ueu  towards  Virginia,  and 
Raft  and  West  from  Bea  to  Bea.  or  to  the  MasHaahiueta  South 

HntRhinson  ack  now  leges  that,  by  the  Extension  of  the  Maa- 
BachUHets  Line  to  the  Boutb-3ea-or  until  it  meets  the  Settltt- 
in«'ntij  of  some  Chriutian  Prince,  it  hus  been  urged  that  aii 
actual  i>at<sing  from  tieu  to  Buu  was  not  imaKJned  ;  but ''that  It 
watt  so  expressed  froiu  a  i)articular  Regard  to  the  Dutah  Set- 
tlement, and  that  a  Line  to  extend  (even)  to  the  Spanish  Set- 
tlements, WHS  too  extravagant  to  have  been  hilendetl."  H«- 
addH  what  given  groat  Weight  to  this  Construction— "Tlio 
" Oeograpliy  of  this  Part  of  Ameriea  was  lexs  understoo<l  than 
"at  present.  A  line  to  ihti  S|>aniKh  Settlements  vraslmagined 
"to  be  much  nhorier  than  it  really  was.  Some  of  Ohamplain'K 
"People,  in  the  JteglnninR  of  the  last  Century,  who  had  been 
"but  a  few  Days  March  from  Cjnet>eo,  returned  with sreat  Joy, 
"supiMinIng  that,  from  the  Top  of  a  high  Uountaic,  they  had 
" disirovered  the  South  Seu." 

We  nil  know  what  were  the  original  UotiveK  of  our  Anoestor*. 
in  c.lie  llrst  Adventures  to  America.  The  Mines  of  Peru  and 
MexiiTohail  raised  the  Attention  of  Quroptt.  All  the  Lando 
towanlH  Ihe  South  Si-a,  were  considered  as  rich  Repoaitorien 
of  the  precioiJH  Dust ;  and  other  Nations  were  desirous  of  shar 
ing  with  the  Si>aniards  in  the  Golden  Harvest.  The  [ixt«nt 
of  this  Northern  <!^ontinent  wati  not  known.  It  was  eon  side  red 
as  a  Sort  of  IsthmuK,  not  much  wider  perhaps  than  that  of 
Darlen;  and  the  Voyogeaof  Ihe  Circuni-navigatora  had  been 
in  such  a  Tract  an  not  to  discover  the  Mistake. 

In  the  Vear  lUUB,  tlie  groat  C^ouneil  of  Virginia  considered 
their  Country  as  a  Sort  of  Isthmus  of  this  Kind.  They  HtteU 
up.  in  I'^ngland,  "a  Harge  for  Capt.  Newjjort.  forConvenienco 
of  C'arriage,  to  be  taken  into  five  I'ieoes;  with  which  he  an<l 
his  noiTtj^ny  were  inslructi>d  to  go  u|i  James's  River  us  far 
as  the  Falls  thereof,  I o  discover  tliu  Country  of  the  Mannkins;  ■ 
and  friim  whence  they  were  to  proceed,  carry- 
iiiK  Ibeir  Ihirge  lieyon<l  llie  Falls,  to  convey 
them  to  the  Boutb-Seai  Ih-Io^  ordi^red  not  to  return  without 
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a  Lump  of  (^old,  a  Certainty  of  the  Baid  Sea,  or  one  of  the  lost 
Company  sent  out  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh." 

The  South-Sea  vma  therefore  put  into  the  great  original  Pat- 
ents of  North  and  South  Virginia,  being  con  side  red  a  snot  very 
remote  from  the  other  Sea,  and'with  a  View  of  keeping  up  our 
Claim  to  the  golden  Country.  And,  out  of  these  great  Pat- 
ents, the  Word  South-Sea  was  copied  into  the  derivative 
Grants;  but  certainly  not  with  an  Intention  of  vesting  any 
of  the  Grantees  with  a  Country,  afterwards  found  to  be  at  least 
three  thousand  Miles  across. 

As  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  which  I  now  return,  I 
have  made  it  clear  that  they  never  had  any  Idea  of  such  an 
Extent  to  their  Charter,  at  the  Time  of  obtaining  it;  and  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  shew  what  has  been  their  constant  Sense 
of  its  Limits  and  Extent,  from  that  Time  downward  tlirough  a 
whole  Century. 

And  first  I  would  repeat,  what  hath  been  already  observed, 
that  it  is  a  mere  modern  Notion,  that  the  Settlement  of  the 
Connecticut  Western  Limits  by  tlie  Crown  Commissioners  in 
1664,  was  made  necessary,  not  through  any  Defect  of  Limits 
in  the  Charter  itself,  but  on  Account  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
Patent,  to  which  only  that  Settlement  ha<l  a  Reference. 

It  appears  by  the  King  s  Letter,  sent  to  Conndcticut  itself 
with  the  Royal  Commission,  that  Mr.  Winthrop,  when  he  ob- 
tained the  Connecticut  Charter  in  1662,  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  Intention  of  sending  Commissioners  to  New -England, 
to  settle  their  long-contested  Limits;  and  those  of  Connecti- 
cut must  have  been  included  among  the  rest ;  for  that  Colony 
had  been  particularly  involved  in  Disputes  about  Bounds  with 
it«  Neighbours  of  Rhode-Island,  Massachusets,  New-Haven, 
&c.  The  Duke's  Patent  could  not  then  have  been  in  View, 
as  it  had  not  an  Existence  till  two  Years  afterwards.  The 
King's  Letter  begins  thus— 
"  Charles  Rex, 

"Trusty  and  well  l)eloved— We  greet  you  well,  having,  ac- 
••  cording  to  the  Resolution  We  declared  to  Mr,  Winthrop  at 
**the  Time  when  We  renewed  your  Charter,  now  sent  those 
"Persons  of  known  Abilities  and  Alfection  to  Us,  viz.  Col.  Rich- 
"ard   Nichols,  &c." 

This  Letter  is  not  entered  at  large  in  the  Connecticut  Re- 
cords; probably  because  it  differed  in  nothing,  but  this  Intro- 
duction, from  the  circular  Letters  of  the  same  Date  sent  to  the 
other  New-Encrland  Colonies;  and  which  expressly  mention 
the  Settlement  of  Bounds,  &c  as  the  Design  of  the  Commis- 
sion. 

But  to  proceed — When  Bounds  were  thus  fixed,  and  New- 
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Haven  clalmtMl  the  Merit  of  hrtviii(;MnlT«re(l  (he  Oonneottoot 
Putent  to  1)11  HXt>«n<l<9<l  hi>  fur  WeHtwiiril,  vie  find  the  Cann«cti- 
oiit  Peopio  now  vuntut-jni;  to  KjiHtk  ont,  nnil  deolarins  wliat 
liMl  iilwayH  Ix-en  tlioir  iixiieRtat ion  with  Kt)Hi>«ct  to  the  Extent 
■  of  their  Wi'Ktern  B  on  ml  h— Their  Words  are  worthy  uf  being 
reiimrked— Tliey  tflv"  New-Havi-n  fo  iinderxland  "that  the 
Kood  ItiHnii  rd>tahi<il— their  Biicokhh  for  Patent  BoiindH  with 
:h(>  Kin^'H  ConiiniHsionen),  wuH  not  Debtor  fo  tlie  Bilenoe  of 
Api>»n<iix.  N",  New-Hiiveii:"  Imt  iliat  the  Hounde  were  only 
**'"■  what  they  had  hoped  for— '■  Bi-elnp  those  Plan- 

"lationnyou  Inliahlt  [uiennUiK  Kew-Haven)  are  much  about 
"the  Cenlorofotir  Patent,  whidiour  Charter  Ihnitx."  Here 
wu  KHu  them  exulting  In  '.he  ^ood  IsHtie  and  BucoeuHof  getting 
thi'ir  1'tttenl.  <!arriedMOfarWet)twur<l.  without  any  Idea  of  ever 
Ifiinji  further:  nay,  railing  New-Haven  the  Center  (rf  their 
Tatont;  or,  an  thi^y  afterwards  express  it,  the  Heart  of  tlieir 
(:i)luTiy. 

Tliii-  waa  written  aliont  three  Weeks  after  the  Settlement-  of 
their  Uimnds  by  Ibe  King's  <'oinitilsHioners.  and  contalnH  the 
eitrUt^xt  and  fullcHt  Ackiidwludgement  that  the  Extent  of  their 
Puleiit.  Westward,  "waM  limited"  by  that  Settlement;  for  how 
pIm<  <^onhl  New  Haven  Iw  nliout  the  (^enterof  their  Patnnt? 
Wen;  they  to  run  their  Patent  to  the  South  Sea,  wonid  the  New 
Haven  Plantationii  be  ilH  Center?  On  the  Contrary,  New  Haven 
wonlil  lie  In  tlie  angular  Point  of  the  fame,  mid  more  than  fif- 
teen hundred  Miles  from  Its  Center,  if  they  rnn  to  the  South 
Heu  In  any  I>irectlon  but  North  North  -Weitt ;  and  than  indeed 
it  wonId  be  almut  the  Center  of  their  Sea  Front,  but  aa  far  aa 
before  from  the  Center  of  tiieir  Patent. 

ThuH  far  as  to  tlie  Senxe  which  the  old  Hartford  Colony  had 
of  the  tlxtent  of  their  Patent.  New-Hnven  Colony,  at  the  satno 
Time,  declared  their  Sense  of  their  Western  Hounds,  "It  waa 
•■ponhiiied,"  say  they,  "iit  Hartford,  in  IlViO,  by  the  ComniiA- 
"sioners  ')f  the  four  United  Colonies,  that 
"Oreenwieh  and  twenty-fonr  Miles  Iteyond  It, 
"should  lielong  t<)  New-Haven  JuHsdii^tion  ;  and  thus  were  our 
"HoundB  Wi»twnr.l  settled  liy  Cimsent  of  all." 

Hartford  and  New-Haven  ColoiiieH,  being  henoeforward 
united  inider  the  general  Name  of  Connecticut  Colony,  we  find 
them,  ab<)nt  the  Year  [tiHO.  and  l.efi)re  the  (irant  to  William 
Penii,  answering  (jnest  ioiiH.  put  to  Iheiti  by  the  Hoard  of  Trade, 
oo[i«^rning  (heir  Hounds,  kr  tiinx 

guest.   What  are  your  Hounds? 

Ans.    "The    reputeil    and    known    Houndaries    are —  Hasfia- 
"elmwtsou  (he  North, Kliode-Island  Colony  on 
.  ppnn   I    o,  „jj^^^  1^,^^^    Long-Inland  Sound  on  the  Bouth,^ 

"fti.d  New-York  Proviri<:«  on  the  West." 
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Quest.  What  are  your  Rivers? 

Ans.  "Between  the  Naraganset  River,  our  EaHtem  Boumlf, 
"and  Maiiiaroneck  Rivulet  our  Western  Hounds,  are  these 
"Rivers  following— the  River  Connecticut,  the  Pequot  River, 
"and  the  River  at  Stratford.  — " 

Here  we  see  them,  in  an  Answer  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
expressly  limiting  their  Charter  Bounds  North,  JSouth,  East, 
and  West,  making  no  Claim  or  Reservation  over.  They  men- 
tion their  Eastern  and  Western  Bounds  twice  over,  and  l)otli 
Times  absolutely.  New  York  Province  and  Mamaroneck  Rivu- 
let are  as  much  their  Western,  as  Naraganset  River  is  their 
Eastern  Bounds.  In  their  Answer  to  the  flrst  Question,  it 
may  be  said,  because  New-York  Province  is  mentioned,  they 
meant  their  Western  Bounds  only  in  respect  to  that  Province. 
But  what  reasonable  Man  would  ])ut  that  Construction  upon 
Words  delivered  in  such  absolute  and  explicit  Terms? — "New- 
\''ork  Province  is  our  Bounds  on  the  West."  An<l  when  they 
mention  their  Western  Bounds  ov*»r  again,  in  their  Answer  to 
the  second  Question,  without  any  Relation  to  New -York,  they 
give  Rivers  astheir  Bounds,  viz  "Naraganset  River  is  our  East- 
"ern  Bounds,  Mamaroneck  Rivulet  our  Western  Bounds.** 

Further,  when  they  enumerate  the  Rivers  within  their  Col- 
ony, they  mention  as  all  their  Rivers,  only  those  falling  into 
the  Sea  and  Sound  between  Naraganset  and  Mamaroneck. 
They  surely  knew,  in  1G80.  Delaware,  Susquehanna!),  the  Al- 
legeny,  an<i'  many  of  their  great  Branches,  had  they  then 
thought  that  their  Western  Bounds  were  not  absolutely  fixe<l 
by  the  Limits  which  they  had  already  mentioned. 

Upon  this  and  other  sulTicient  Knowledge,  that  Connecti- 
Marcb  uh.   i«8i.    cut  neither  had,  nor  claimed,  anv  Right  beyoiid 

Charter  of  Pennsyl-    . ,      t  •      -^     /.        i  i       j.i-      /i  A  •      • 

vanio.  theliunits  hxed  by  the  CJrown-Commissioners, 

the  Royal  Charter  of  Pennsylvania  past,  bounded  Northwanl 
unto  the  three-and-fonieth  Degree  of  Nortliern  Ijatitude  and 
extending  Westward  five  Degrees  in  Longitude,  to  be  computed 
every  Way  from  Delaware  the  Eastern  Bounds.  It  was  wt»ll- 
known  to  the  Crown,  that  this  Grant  could  never  come  near 
the  fixed  and  acknowleged  Limits  of  Connecticut,  but  that  Part 
of  two  Provinces  lay  between  them.  This  Grant  was  made  to 
William  Penn,  agreeable  to  his  Petition,  on  Satislfnction  for 
large  Debts  due  to  his  Fatiier,  and  as  the  Patent  further  ex- 
presses*, "in  Regard  to  his  Memory  and  Merits  in  divers  Ser- 
vices.*' The  Intention  of  thn  Grant  hath  been  answered,  and 
the  Country  settled  and  improved  with  a  Rapidity  never 
equalled  in  any  other  (^oun*ry  in  America,  or  perhaps  in  the 
World,  during  the  same  Space  of  Time.  (Connecticut  saw  the 
Grant  i>assed,  the  Country  settled   under  it,  some  Parts  of  it 
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(towards  the  Minisinks)  uear  forty  Years  ago,  farther  North- 
ward than  where  tliev  have  now  made  their  Intrusions;  and 
yet  neither  at  passing  the  Grant,  nor  for  near  a  hundred  Years 
after  obtaining  their  own  Charter,  did  they  make  any  Claim 
of  Jiaiids  within  the  Limits  of  Pennsylvania.  And  now,  when 
they  have  made  tliis  Claim,  I  would  ask  them,  Whether  they 
remember  their  own  Arguments,  in  a  similar  Case,  that  con- 
cerned themselves;  and  whether,  by  deserting  those  Argu- 
ments, they  will  not  bring  their  own  Charter  into  imminent 
Danger? 

Appendix  No.  X.  All  those  Lands  between  Naragauset  Bay  and 
?^^u  Ha°»J!^o"'"  Connecticut  River,  sixty  Miles  back  into   the 

for  Part  of  Connoc-  -^ 

ticut.  Country,  which  the  King  granted  to  Connecti- 

cut in  1662,  had  been,  twenty-seven  Years  before,  grantcni  by 
clear  and  express  Limits  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  In  1665« 
they  came  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Duke*8  Right  be- 
fore the  Commissioners  of  the  Crown  ;  and  one  of  their  chief 
Arguments,  was  the  Duke's  Silence,  as  to  his  Bight,  for  only 
thirty  Years. 

•'  We  have  had  peaceable  Possession,"  say  they,  "these  thirty 
"  Years,  free  from  the  least  Claim  of  any  other,  that  we  have 
"heard  of,  to  this  Day  ;  which  persuades  us,  that  if  the  Duke*8 
"Highness  had  ever  Right  by  Virtue  of  his  Grant,  yet  that 
"Right  is  extinct  in  Law  man}'  Years" 

Sir  Francis  Pemberton,  afterwards  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
King's  Bench,  gave  an  Opinion  in  Favor  of 'Hheir  long  unin- 
terrupted possession,  &c."  and  they  hold  the  Lands  to  this  Day. 

But  will  they  put  a  thirty  Y'^ears  Silence  in  Competition  with 
that  of  a  whole  Century?  Nay,  more  than  a  Century,  so  far 
as  to  any  public  Act  of  their  Colony,  claiming  in  Virtue  of  their 
own  Charter. 

In  1754,  when  they  first  sat  down  on  some  of  the  Susque- 
hanna Tiands  about  Wioming  in  this  Province,  their  Proceed- 
ings were  disclainied  by  their  own  Colony.  Their  Governor 
Wolcot  writes  thus  in  answer  to  Governor  Hamilton  on  that 
8u>)ject — 

Windsor,  March  13,  1754. 
"There  being  now  no  unimpropriated  Lands  with  us,  some 
"of  our  Inhabitants  hearing  of  this  Land  at  Susquehannah, 
"and  that  it  was  North  of  the  Grant  made  to  Mr.  Penn,  and 
"that  to  Virf^inia,  are  upon  a  Design  of  making  a  Purchase 
"from  Ihe  Indians,  and  hope  to  obtain  a  ffrant  of  it  from  the 
"</rown.  liut  Mr.  A rmstronj^  informs  me,  that  this  I^and  is 
•'certainly  within  Mr.  i^enn's  (frant  -if  so,  I  don't  suppose  our 
"People  had  any  Purpose  to  quarrel  with  Pennsylvania.  In- 
"deed,  I  don't  know  the  Mind  of   every  private   Man;  but  I 
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^  never  heard  our  leading  Men  express  themselves  so  inclined.*' 

The  rest  of  this  Letter  relates  to  other  Matters,  excepting. 

only  that  it  recommends  the  Connecticut  People,  as  Persons 

-^ho  being  used  to  War  would  be  of  good  Service  on  the  Pron- 

'ftiers,  if  they  could  get  Lands  under  Pennsylvania  or  Virginia. 

lu'eatenant   Governor  Fitch,  in  a   Letter,  dated   Hartford, 

^arch  13,  1754,  also  writes  thus— 

— **I  do  well  approve  of  the  Notice  you  take  of  the  Attempt 

*'some  of  the  People  of  this  Colony  are  making,  and  the  Con- 

"cem  you  manifest  for  the  general  Peace,  &c.     I  know  noth- 

**ing  of  any  Thing  done  by  the  Government  to  countenance 

"'ftuoh  a  Procedure  as  you  intimate,  and,  I  conclude,  is  going 

**on  among  some  of  our  People— I  shall  in  all  proper  Ways, 

•*use  my  Interest  to  prevent  everything  that  may  tend  to  pre- 

"judice  the  general  Good  of  these  Governments,  and  am  in- 

"  dined  to  believe  this  wild  Scheme  of  our  People  will  come  to 

**  nothing,  though  I  can't  certainly  say. 

In  a  second  Letter,  dated  Norwalk,  Dec.  29th,  1754,  Mr.  Pitch, 
Taow  Governor  in  Chief,  writes  thus  to  Governor  Morris — 

**  I  should  be  glad  it  was  in  my  Power  to  do  more  Service 

'"*than  I  am  at  present  able  to  afford,  to  prevent  the  ill  Conse- 

• ' qnences  you  have  so  well  pointed  out,  as  proceeding  from 

""'the  *  Purchase  of  those  Lands  on  Susquehannah,  in  the  Man- 

-'ner  in  which  some  People  of  this  Colony  have  presumed  to 

•*act — When  Governor  Wolcot  made  public  Governor  Hamil- 

•The  Purchase  referred  to,  (in  the  above  Letter  from  Governor 
Pitch)  which  some  people  of  Connecticut  had  presumed  to  make 
from  the  Indians,  without  any  Application  to,  or  Authority  from,  the 
Oovemment  of  that  Colony,  is  said  to  have  been  <*  about  seventy 
Miles  North  and  South,  and  from  about  ten  Miles  East  of  Susque- 
hanuab,  extending  Westward  two  Degrees  of  Longitude,"  being  the 
i2d  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  and  therefore  wholly  within  the  limits 
of  Pennsylvania.    That  this  Purchase  was  void  in  itself,  and  fraudu- 
lently obtained  from  such  Indians  as  agreed  to  it,  there  is  ample  Proof 
to  be  exhibited  on  the  Part  of  Pennsylvania,  if  such  Proof  should  ever 
tje  thought  Material  in  the  present  Dispute.    The  Indians  in  full 
CZTouncil,  at  solemn  Treaties  since  held,  have  borne  their  Testimony 
xvitli  the  highest  Indignation  against  this  fraudulent  Purchase,  made 
ftjy  some  People  of  Connecticut ;  considering  the  pretended  Sale  in 
MXM  Just  Light,  namely,  the  Act  of  a  few  Indians,  who  without  any 
Authority  for  the  same,  were  persuaded  when  under  the  Influence  of 
Ltiquor,  to  put  their  Hands  to  a  sort  of  Deed.    The  person  who  man- 
aged this  Intrigue  is  said  to  have  abjured  the  Protestant  Religion,  and 
was  then  strongly  suspected  to  l>e  in  the  French  Interest    The  great 
Council  of  the  Indians  well  knew,  that  by  repeated  Treaties,  they  had 
it  put  out  of  their  Power  to  sell  any  L^inds  within  the  Royal  Grant  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  any  Persons  but  the  Proprietors  of  that  Province. 
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"tott'H  Letter  about  tliix  AfTair,  I  Imugiiiud  <t  would  liave  c]i«- 
"courimuil  tlie  further  proceuiliiiK  in  ttiis  Mutter— 1  know  of 
"do  bottur  Wuy  with  us  lit  preeeut  than  to  represent  the  Statu 
"ot  the  Cane  in  itome  public  Wuy,  by  which  all  Personii  con- 
"Oerned,  muy  aen  the  Consequences  of  audi  u  Procedure." 

ThuH  we  eee  that  for  almost  a  whole  Century,  <  lonneotiont, 
as  a  Colony,  haH  never  thought  of  uny  other  Wentern  LlinitK 
than  the  Lines  flit  by  the  Crown,  from  about  Mamaroneck  to 
the  MaasoohuBetH  Line;  and  that  a»  late  as  the  Year  1T54,  It 
appears  by  Letteni,  under  the  Hand  of  two  of  their  owa  Gov- 
ernont,  that  no  publio  Deslifu  had  ever  been  formed  of  ioter- 
ferlng  with  the  Llinitx  of  PeunxylvAnia. 

M^iiMJWfi  ttnt  When  Mr.  Hazard  first  set  this  Scheme  on 
coioBj.  Foot,  hill  Seithimenb  wttH  to  be^in  "one  hun- 

dre<l  Hlles  Westward  of  tlie  Weiilern  llouiidaries  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  thence  to  extend  one  hundred  Miles  Westward  of 
the  River  Uiwisippi ;"  and  uIho  to  Ih:  a  new  Colony,  »s  appeani 
by,  his  Petition  to  the  tieneral  Axttembly  of  Connecticut,  and 
blH  )>rinted  Articles,  dated  May  3,  IT.Vh  The  Uenerul  ARSembly 
of  Connecticut  did  not  v>fetend  tliat  they  had  any  Kight  of 
theniHelveH.  to  i^runt  or  settle  those  liands,  or  erect  any 
Ooveriiment  iu  them;  "but  humbly  recommended  the  said 
"Samuel  Hazartl  and  thoxe  who  may  undertake  with  him-to 
"hlssacred  Majesty's  i;rucious  Noline  ami  Favour- if  it  may 
"l>e  consistent  with  hitt  Koyul  Wisdom  and  Pleasure,  to  order 
"and  direct  the  Settlement  of  such  a  Colony—and  grant  unto 
"the  said  Petitioner,  &c.  such  Lands,  KiKhts,  &c." 

If,  therefore,  they  had  no  Richt  of  themselves,  without  a 
new  and  Royal  Grant,  to  settle  I.ands  or  ermrt  a  Government 
within  Ihe  pretended  Limitu  of  their  Charter,  in  Iiitnds  West- 
ward of  Pennsylvania,  whii:h  remained  in  the  Crown ;  bow  can 
they  pretend  any  KiKlit  to  Lands  in  Pennsylvania  tcantetl  by 
the  Crown  near  one  hundred  Years  ugo,  and  no  Objection  then 
mode  by  them  ? 

Indeed  it  appears  by  an  Act  of  their  ^lasiMiibly  passed  the 
wiiim  Year.  viz.  ITVl.  in  favor  of  what  was  oalled 
Mil-  Siisriuehaniiuh  Company,  nnd  where  Laude 
in  PeiiTisylvaniii  were  Ihe  express  Object  of  the  Settlement  ; 
tliut  they  did  not  even  then  pn-tcnil  li  Ri(;ht  of  rhemBelvea 
to  gnint  those  Lands,  or  erect  any  ^'overnmciit  or  Jurisdiction  , 
■  nil  in  the  same  Way,  nn<l  almost  hi  the  same  Words,  recom- 
mended the  Petitioners  to  his  Majn.ity- "that  if  It  should  be 
Ai<iM-niiii  No.  '■'"  Royal  Pleiisure  In  K""'!-  said  Lands,  and 
xniii.  '     tiiereon  erect  luid  hHIo  a  new  tJolony,  in  sui-h 

Form  iind  under  such  Regulations  us  udurlit  be  consistent  with 
his  IU>yal  Wisdom,  they  tjike  I.eiive  humbly  to  re;-ommend  the 
Petitioners  to  is  Royal  Favor  in  the  Pr 
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The  ConsoqiieiK'.e  was  what  might  be  expected.  The  applica- 
tion was  rejected  as  chimerical,  the  Crown  being  divested  of 
the  Iiands  long  before ;  and  they  were  soon  afterwards  or 
dered  to  withdraw  their  Settleement,  which  they  did  ;  but  not 
without  being  put  into  the  utmost  T*»rror  by  the  Indians, 
who  had  never  given  them  any  Right  to  set  tin  the  said  Lands. 

Tlie  last  Evidence  I  shall  mention  of  what  the  Colonv  of 
Connecticut  has  ever  held  forth  to  the  Pu>)lic  as  their  own 
Bounds,  is  a  Map  publisiied,  Nov.  24,  1706.  under  t-iieir  own 
Direction,  and,  it  is  said,  at  their  E^pence;  dedicated-  "To 
the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  his  Majesty's 
princiiml  Secretary  of  State,  &c.** 

This  Map  or  Plan  is  divided  into  Counties,  Townships,  &c. 
and  underneath  is  written  as  follows ; 

"  EXPLAXATION.'' 

"The  Colony  of  Connecticut  is  bounded  West  on  the  Pro- 
"vince  of  New-York;  North  «>n  the  Provnice  of  the  Massa- 
"chusets  Bay;  and  pjast  on  tho  Colony  of  Rhode- Island.** 

But  what  has  liappened  in  this  Cawe,  is  not  without  Prece- 
dent. Men  of  sanguine  Tempers,  who  often  start  a  Notion 
merely  as  a  Point  of  Speculation,  will  think  and  talk  so  much 
about  it,  as,  at  length,  to  persuade  themselves  into  a  firm  Be- 
lief of  the  Reality  of  what  is,  all  the  while,  merely  the  Creature 
of  their  own  Brain.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  I  am  almost 
tempted  to  believe,  that  some  of  the  Connecticut  Leaders  in 
the  Susquehanna  Scheme,  have  at  last  brought  themselves  to 
think,  that,  besitles  breaking  through  tlu^  Charter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, they  can  extend  their  own  Ijiuk^  and  weak  Charter,  not 
only  over  the  Western  Crown  Lands  and  Crown  Conquests, 
but  also  over  whatever  t  he  Crown  may  in  future  conquer  or  ac- 
quire from  the  Natives,  or  any  Europ(»an  Powers,  quite  across 
to  California  and  the  South-Sea. 

With  great  Pains,  golden  Promises,  and  the  Help  of  some 
Ijaw-Opinions  procured,  as  I  shall  shew\  on  a  partial  and 
wrong  State  of  the  Case,  (and  after  all  nothing  to  their  Pur- 
pose) many  Persons  of  little  Pro[)erty  have  been  drawn  to 
their  Side,  and  even  a  Majority  at  last  got  in  their  Assembly, 
who  have  ventured  upon  Resolves,  arid  a  legislative  Act,  of  a 
little  bolder  Nature  than  those  of  ITm. 

Not  content,  as  heretofore,  wMtii  advising  an  Applic^ition  to 
hisMajesty  for  Lands  one  hundred  Miles  West  of  Pennsylvania, 
or  for  re-granting  to  them  Part  of  P«?nnsylvania  itself,  they 
seem  now  resolved  to  do  all  in  their  own  Right,  by  open  Force, 
and  under  Color  of  their  C/harter,  not  only  making  Settle- 
ments, but  exercising  Jurisdiction,  far  beyond  what  has  been 
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no  long  their  fixeil  nnil  Hcknowl(i(li;«d  Boiiailfl.  Thlii,  na  far 
an  I  (Mvii  unilnratanil  them,  hhkiiis  to  l>e  the  Purport  of  the  lata 
Retiolves  mid  Aotn  of  their  AHrwinlily.  And  if  I  am  right  in 
this  ConMtriiction,  whteli  their  Conduct  will  soon  shew,  I  think 
it  will  Biwedily  liriiiK  their  Charter  to  the  Te-Mt ;  which  l8.  in- 
deed, the  only  Friiement  of  nil  the  old  Impracticable  New- Eng- 
land Charters  now  left;  and  it  ia  high  Time  (for  the  Peace  of 
Anieriua)  that  we  xhoiilil  know  where,  or  in  what,  its  Strength 
ii>-H?  Or,  whether  immonKe  Tracts  of  Country  are  to  be  left 
open,  through  many  Gt^neratione,  for  Claims  or  Settlements 
to  be  made  by  the  unborn  Progeny  of  Clonnectlcut?  It  Is  to  be 
]iopi>d,  that  the  I)eci»iiati  of  thlx  may  not  be  left  for  future 
TimeN;  else  It  niny  be  protuihly  wrlflt>n  in  Blood! 

The  Resolveii  referred  to,  are  aH  fiillowH,  vit 

"At  a  General  Assembly  ot  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
"the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  America, 
"holdon  at  New-Haven  in  said  Colony,  on  the  second  Thurs- 
" day  of  October,  1773." 

"Ri^solved,  That  thin  Ansembly  nt  this  Time  will  assert  their 
"Claim,  anil  in  aome  proper  Way  siijiport  micb  Claim,  to  those 
"LandH  contained  within  the  I.imitn  and  UoiindB  of  the  Char- 
"tei-  of  this  CitloMv,  Westwanl  *  of  the  Province  of  New- 
"  York." 

A  true  Copy  of  a  liecord ;  eXHinined  by 

George  Wyllys,  Sect: 

"Itesolveil  by  thlH  Ansembty,  that  the  Coiuuiiltee  who  titiall 
"proceed  to  Philailelphiu,  to  treat  with  the  Honourable  .Tohn 
"PHiin,  Esq;  flo\-eriior  of  Pemmylvania,  relative  to  the  West- 
"ern  Ijanils  iM-tonging  to  this  Colony,  within  the  Claim  of  the 
"  I'ropriefarifS  of  the  Province  of  PenuHylvania,  do  also  treat 
"with  the  Haid  Governor,  ivltli  UH!t|M'ct.  ti.  the  Peace  of  the  In- 
"habltantH  aetilixi  iijion  said  lAnds,  nnd  to  agree  upon  such 
"Measures  as  uliall  U'IkI  I o  preserve  t.;<Mni  Order,  and  prevent 
"mutual  Vlolenrre  and  Contention,  winle  the  Boundaries  h<'- 
"  I  ween  this  Colony  and  the  Haid  Province  Khali  remain  unde- 
■' teriuinea." 

Datctl  an<l  att(^te<l  as  aliove. 

The  Act  of  Axsembly  Ih  of  the  Hiime  Date  and  ai)points  "the 
"HonounU>le  Matthew  Grixwold,  Kliplialet  Dyer,  lioger  Sher- 
"nian,\\illium8aiiiufl,]ohnKnii,,Siiiiiin'III.Parwiiis,Sila*Dean, 
■•Wililam  WilliaiiiN.  an.i  Jcdidiah  Slroiif?,  Ef:jis.  to  bea  Com- 
"iniflee  to  asHiHt  his  Honour  Gov,.riior  Trumbull  in  Stating 
"and  takhig  pn)|>er  Stfpfi  to  luirsuf-  the  Claim  of  this  Colony 
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"to  the  \7e8tward  Lands;  and  any  three  of  them  to  proceed 
"to  Philadelphia,"  for  the  Purposes  inentione<l  in  the  forego- 
ing  Resolve— that  18,  "to  treat  with  Governor  Penn,  and  the 
**  Agents  of  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  an 
"amicable  Agreement,  concerning  the  Boundaries  of  thisCol- 
"ony  and  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  in  Case  they  shall 
"agree,  to  ascertain  the  Boundaries  between  tliis  Colony  and 
"the  Claim  of  said  Proprietaries,  to  lay  such  Agreement  before 
"this  Assembly  for  Confirmation;  but  if  said  Proprietaries 
**  shall  prefer  joining  in  an  Application  to  his  Majesty  for  Com- 
"missioners  to  settle  said  Line,  then  said  Committee  are  au- 
"thorized  and  directed  to  join  in  Behalf  of  this  Colony  in  such 
"Application." 

The  Colony  of  Connecticut  seem  to  have  ended  where  they 
should  have  begun,  and  to  have  acted  much  the  same  prepos- 
terous Part,  which  New-Haven  accused  their  Fathers  with 
acting,  from  the  first  Moment  they  became  vested  with  a  Char- 
ter; viz,  first  to  "lop  off  an  Arm,  a  Leg,  &c,  from  their  Neigh- 
"  hour,  and  then  propose  treating  with  him  about  Pea<'e"— They 
first  endeavoured  to  get  those  Susquehannah  Lands  lopped  off 
from  Pennsylvania,  by  an  Application  to  the  Crown,  and  failed 
in  the  Attempt — They  then  sit  down  upon  them  by  Force,  even 
Southward  of  where  their  Lines  would  probably  ever  reach, 
were  they  to  be  suffered  to  extend  them  Westward,  agreeable 
to  what  they  have  hinted,  would  abundantly  satisfy  them  and 
lastly  they  now  offer  to  treat,  and  keep  Possession. 

The  Gentlemen  who  came  to  Philadelphia,  in  pursuance  of 
the  Appointment  of  the  Assembly,  were  Col.  Dyer,  Dr.  John- 
son, and  Mr.  Strong.  Their  Negotiation  was  chiefly  managed 
in  Writing,  and  with  much  mutual  Complaisance;  but  the 
Issue  of  it  was  what  might  have  been  ezpocted — 

Governor  Penn  told  them  that  he  knew  of  no  Lines  that  could 
be  the  Object  of  a  Negotiation  between  him  and  them  ;  that 
their  "Western  Bounds  had  been  fixed  about  two  Years  after 
"the  Date  of  their  Charter,  under  the  Authority  of  a  Royal 
"Commission,  and  solemnly  assented  to,  ratified  and  confirmed 
"by  the  Governor  and  (/ommissi oners  of  their  own  Colony; 
" that,  after  this  Settlement,  the  Grant  of  Pennsylvania  was 
"made  to  William  Penn.  and  that  it  was  not  iinderstooil  at 
"that  Time  by  the  Crown,  nor  by  the  Grantee  William  Penn, 
nor  by  any  other  Persons  since,  so  far  as  he  had  heard,  that 
the  said  Grant  any  Way  iiitronched  upon,  or  approached 
near,  any  of  the  New- England  Grants,  till  the  late  Claim 
was  set  up  on  the  Part  of  Connecticut ;  and  that  he  could  not 
"f'uter  into  any  Negotiations  about  Lines,  without  giving  their 
"Charter  a  Construction  and  Extent,  different  from  what  has 
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"iMAn  determlnnt)  to  Ix)  the  Soiixe  nf  other  Charters  of  the  like 
"Kind,  nor  witliont  allowing  its  Iilinitx  to  <'Xt«nd  tar  beyond 
■' thoBo  iiert^tofore  fixed  by  the  Soya)  Aiitliority  ithat  beouuld 
"not  join  with  thmn  In  an  Applicntioii  lo  ihe  Crowii,  for  an 
"  Appointment  of  Coinmi8sioni'i-B  to  H«ttl<!  Linee  or  Bonndarlee, 
"beoAUBO  tliat  would  >>u  adniittiiitf  wlmt  he  totally  denied, 
"namely,  that  the  Linex  of  Pennsylvania  and  Uonneotlout  In- 
"trunched  upon,  or  latttrfured  with,  eanh  uther;  that  his  Ma- 
"Jeflty  in  Coiinnil,  was  the  only  proper  and  conHtltutlonul  Trl- 
"bunal,  for  a,  Diwixion  of  thiB  Kind;  that  hu  was  oarnestly 
"detiiruus  of  l>rin|{ing  Ihii  Matter  Kpondily  to  this  Issue,  upon 
"such  Petition  ax  tliey  niJKht  prefer  In  IiIh  Majesty  ;  aad  tliat 
"if  there  should  ho  any  I>elay  on  their  I'art  lo  exhibit  euoh 
"  PotUion,  the  ProprlttturleH  of  Pennsylvania  will  immediately 
"make  their  Application  to  his  Majet>ty,  lo  take  the  Matter 
"under  his  Koyal  Cont>idt'ration ;  an<l  that,  in  the  mean  Time, 
"the  only  proper  MctliocI  to  preserve  Pearo,  will  he  for  their 
"Colony  to  use  allpOBKible  Moaiuiforwitiidra wing  their  People 
"from  thoee  SutllementH,  which  they  have  made  In  a  lawlesfi 
"and  violent  Manner,  witlilu  the  known  Hounds  of  Pennsyl- 

As  to  the  Charge  in  the  liLHt  Part,  namely,  ihe  lawless  Uan- 
ni'r  in  which  the  Connecticut  I'eiiple  had  w-tlled  n[K>n  Iiandt^ 
within  tliin  Prnvinnf,  thv  CommiH8ioni>rM  replie<],  that  the 
"Violences  whiuli  hail  couimenoed,  were  perhaps  on  neither 
"Side  JuHtillahhs  in  the  Dog^-'^e,  Imt  on  Imth  Biden  found<Hl  on 
"a  real  Idea  of  Itight  -anil  that  Connecticut  had  been  advised 
"  that  they  oould  not  try  thi'ir  Kigtit,  but  upon  the  Oround  of 
"an  actual  PosneHsion,  which  Hhould  put  the  I'roprielarios  to 
"Huch  an  Action  at  Iiaw  for  the  Uecuviiry  of  the  I'oHseBsion,  ati 
"iniKhtbrinii  the  Title  iJitiuestitm."  In'their  Letter  of  Dec. 
24th,  theyotTered  suniiry  Arguments  in  Supixirt  of  their  (Plaint  ; 
to  which  Oi>vi>rn<ir  Penn  did  not  think  H.ny  reply  necessary,  as 
it  could  not  li^nl  l«fli<i  Settlement  of  a  Matter  that  must  o-oine 
beforoanothi'rTrilmnal,  if  theColony  of  f'onuccticut  shall  p»>r- 
eist  to  MU]>[>4>rt  tlioHe  Intrusions. 

MoHt  of  Ihe  Arguments  uiailenKe  of  bv  the  ('onnecticut  Uoiii- 
miRsi.mem,  are  I  think  fully  auHwere.l  in  thixWorki  which 
would  bonwelled  to  too  great  a  Length,  it  I  were  toinsert  their- 
I'i»perK  entire;  ami  1  w<>ul<l  not  attempt  any  Abstract  or 
Ahridgeuient  nf  them,  IcHt  I  mny  be  thought  not  to  do  thorn 
.TiiHtlce.  I  Hhould  have  Iweri  gliid  to  have  Keen  the  excellent 
Temper  and  Abilities  of  lli.-ir  IVnmau  engageil  in  another 
Cause;  but  ho  probably  undertook  liiis  as  the  Causo  of  hif 
(Joiuilry,  and  in  Deference  to  il.*  public  Determinations. 

Itut   altho'  Huch   at  last  have  been    (h<iH><  Determinations,  It 
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is  certain  that  a  very  large  and  respectable  Part  of  the  Col- 
ony view  them  hi  the  Light  wherein  they  are  considered  by  one 
of  their  own'**  Writers;  namely,  as  leading  their  Government 
into  a  Controversy  **that  will  bring  them  under  a  heavy  Load 
"of  ExpencCi  which  they  are  not  able  to  bear,  without  the 
*'most  distant  Prospect  of  Success;  and  which,  if  obtained, 
"would  be  of  no  real  Advantage,  as  it  would  drain  the  Colony 
"of  its  Inhabitajits,  lessen  the  present  Value  of  their  Lands, 
"and  involve  them  in  inextricable  Difficulties,  with  Regard 
"to  the  Exercise  of  their  present  Form  of  Governipent,  which 
"could  not  be  exercised  in  so  extensive  a  Territory.  He  re- 
"minds  them  further  that  this  Dispute  will  not  be  between 
"Connecticut  and  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania;  butbe- 
"tween  Connecticut  and  the  Crown." 

In  what  Sense  the  Crown  has  ever  considered  those  impracti- 
cable South  Sea  liimits,  may  partly  appear  from  the  preceding 
Pages.  There  Is  not  one  of  all  those  old  Grants  that  can  now 
claim  its  Parchment  Boundaries.  The  Crown  has  molded  them 
into  reasonable  Shapes  and  Dimensions,  a.s  their  original  De- 
sign and  the  public  Good  required.  The  great  Plymouth  Grant 
had  hardly  subsisted  a  Year,  before  it  began  to  be  curtailed 
by  the  Grants  to  Sir  William  Alexander  and  Sir  David  Kirk. 
For,  as  Harris  tells  us,  "it  was  suggested  to  King  James,  that 
"as  the  Tract  of  Country  (within  the  Plymoutn  Grant)  be- 
" longing  to  his  Crown,  was  not  likely  to  be  planted  in  any 
"reasonable  Simce  of  Time  by  the  English,  or  Western  Com- 
"pcuiy,  it  would  be  a  prudent  Measure  to  grant,  under  the 
"great  Seal  of  Scotland,  a  Part  of  it  to  his  Subjects  of  that 
"Countr>'.'' 

But  further,  what  will  V>ecome  of  the  Connecticut  Claim,  if 
it  can  be  shewn  that  even  all  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  was 
granted  by  the  Crown.  40  Years  before  Connecticut  had  any 
royal  Grant?  and  yet  this  is  certanly  true.  About  the  Year 
1623  Sir  Edmond  Ployden  obtained  such  a  Grant,  by  the  Name 
of  New  Albion,  from  the  39th  Degree  of  Delaware  Bay,  for  200 
Miles  towards  New  England.— Sir  Edmond  made  divers  Efforts 
to  dispossess  the  Dutch,  &c.  and  plant  Delaware  Bay,  and  tho 
Bounds  of  his  Claim  are  very  particularly  described  in  a  Pamph- 
let published  in  1648;  viz.  "Beginning  at  Aqnats,  or  the  Souther- 
**rao8t  or  first  Cape  of  Delaware  Bay,  running  three  hundred 
"Miles  due  West,  and  thence  Northward  to  the  Head  of  Hud- 
**8on's  River  fifty  Leagues,  and  so  down  Hudson's  River  to  the 
Smiths  History  of  "Ccean,  and  thence  to  the  Ocean  a  cross  Dela- 
Rtw-jersey  "ware  Bay,  with  all  Hudson's  River,  LoDg-Is- 

"land,  or  Pamunke." 

*CoDnecticat  Journal,  Dec.  3,  177a 
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Tills  Grant,  which  was  intnndei]  to  iiicluile  all  the  Daioh 
Glaims,  was  tht)  Foundation  of  tlio  Pulte  of  York's  Grant- 
Ana  it  it)  a  Uietaku  to  think  that  tlie  Duke'it  Right  Id  the  Dut«:)i 
Uouutry  Weet  of  Jlulawure,  viae  coinHidered  an  Jimited  to  tbi- 
DiutriDt  which  lie  Kold  to  William  Penn.  It  waB«ven  tlioai^lii 
prudent  to  obtain  from  liU  royal  iJit;huesa.a  B«lttaiiu  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania  itsttlf. 

But  (hat  Connecticut,  or  any  of  the  New  England  Golonief, 
could  extend  their  LineH  into  those  Wfutern  J'artd,  waa  iievt>r 
imagined.  On  the  Contrary,  at  the  Time  of  paaxing  the  Penn- 
Hylvania  Patent,  it  itt  well  known  that,  upon  the  ablest  Law 
Advice  given  tohiH  Majesty,  "ttiu  Tract  of  Laud  desired  by  Hr. 
Psun  was  ciinriidered  as  undlspohed  of,  anil  the  New  England 
South  Sua  Lines  were  declarer  to  be  imaginary  and  imprac- 
ticable. " 

In  the  Year  lOBO,  Dr.  Cox  proposed  a  Plan,  and  had  a  Char- 
ter drann,  for  a  now  Colony  to  "  be  from  46".  30'  North  Lat. 
to  36°.  30'.  and  to  extend  alt  along  tlie  Back  of  MasBachiiBets, 
Conntclicut,  New  Tfork,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  and  froui 
thence  Westward  to  the  South  Sea." 

Sir  tieorgeTreby,  Attorney  General,  the  same  who  advised 
Connecticut  to  resntne  their  Ciiurter,  after  its  Surrendry,  ad- 
vises the  King  "that  having  perused  Dr.  Cox's  Draught  of  a 
"Charter,  he  conceived  their  MajestieH  might  erect  such  aCor- 
"iwralion  an  was  pi-u|K>Hed,  and  enable  them  to  purchase 
"Lands  and  exercise  Oovernnient  in  that  Country."  This 
would  have  cut  tlie  Connecticut  South-Sea  Lines  very  fhort, 
and  shews  what  SeriHe  this  eminent  Lawyer  had  of  the  Ex- 
tent of  the  Charter  of  that  Colony  at  the  Time  he  advised 
tiienk  to  resume  it. 

An  eminent  l.awyer  of  a  neighbouring  Province  gave  his 
Opinion  in  the  following  words  toattentlemen  of  Connecticut, 
who  consulted  him  upon  the  first  Uise  of  the  ISusquehannah 
Scheme- 

"For  Conneotiont  to  Claim  any  Part  of  what  is  West  of  the 
"LineconHrmed  by  King  William  in  1700,  may  be  of  fatal  Con- 
"seqnence  to  its  Charter,  which  it  has  long  enjoyed  without 
"any  Knquiry  into  its  Validity  ;  but  if  they  disturb  New  York, 
"New  Jersey,  or  Pennsylvania,  It  of  Course  will  set  them  to 
"emiuirini;  into  its  Validity,  and  to  bring  jt  to  the  Test  by 
"scirafti'ius,  or  quo  wirranf'i;  and  if  in  the  issue  of  these  It 
"cannot  stand  the  Test,  then  it  may  be  atljudged  void,  — aud 
"they  liy  their  Claims  will  hiive  ai'ted  the  Part  of  the  Dog  in 
"the  Fable  l>y  catching  at  ihe  Slimlow.  let  (;;o  the  Substance. " 

"When  your  general  Court  ^hall  seriously  consider  this,  1 
"believe  they  will  tlilnk  they  have  great  Iteuson  to  thank  who- 
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■ever  advised  thera  to  beware  of  the  Precipice,  which  they 
•*mu8t  unavoidably  have  fallen  into,  by  granting;:  the  Prayer  of 
"that  Petition  with  400  Hands  to  it." 

"I  am  clearly  of  your  Opinion,  that  the  first  Settlement  of 
"the  Bounds  of  Connecticut  in  1004;  stopped  all  further  Claim 
"westward,  by  Virtue  of  their  Charter.— You  was  perfectly 
"right  in  refusing  the  generous  Offers  made  to  you  to  come  in 
with  tliose  Purchasers;  for  I  believe  those  Proceedings  will 
be  found  not  only  riotous  and  disorderly,  but  a  high  Con- 
tempt of  the  royal  Authority.**  - 

The  original  Letters,  from  whence  these  Extracts  are  taken, 
will  be  found  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  James  Brown  of  Norwalk, 
if  yet  alivw. 

The  same  Gentleman  who  gave  this  Advice  to  Mr.  Brown, 
writing  to  Governor  Morris  of  Pennsylvania,  speaks  thus  of  the 
Connecticut  Claimants— "Vigorous  Measures  will  be  wanting 
to  nip  this  Affair  in  the  Bud— Connecticut  will  amuse  and 
give  good  Words,  till  a  great  number  be  settled  and  then  bid 
"Defiance."  If  this  worthy  Gentleman's  long  Expyrience  had 
not  justified  what  he  has  here  said,  I  should  have  considered 
him  almost  as  a  Prophet. 

But  Connecticut,  it  seemp,  has  since  obtained  some  other  liaw 
Opinions,  in  Answer  to  certain  (Questions  stated  for  that  Pur- 
pose.    These  must  also  bt3  noticed. 

*^  Question  1.  Do  the  Words  actually  possessed  and  occupied^ 
"extend  to  Lands  on  the  West  Side  of  the  Dutch  Settlements, 
"which  were  at  the  Time  of  the  Grant  to  James  I.  in  a  per- 
" feet  Wilderness  State,  but  divided  from  the  English  Settle- 
" ments  V^y  the  actual  Possession  of  the  Dutch?  And  did  tht^ 
"Grant  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth  mean  to  except  in  Favof 
*^of  Foreigners^  not  only  what  they  had  actually  planted,  but 
"all  to  the  Westward  of  such  Plantation?'* 

"Answer.  "We  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Words  actually  pos- 
"sessedand  enjoyed  do  not  extend  to  liands  on  the  West  Side 
"of  the  Dutch  Settlements,  which  were  at  the  Time  of  the 
**  Grant  of  James  1st,  in  a  Wilderness  State,  though  divided 
**from  the  English  Settlements  by  the  actual  Possession  of  the 
•'Dutch;  and  that  the  Grant  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth  did 
**  not  mean  to  except  in  Favor  of  any  one,  any  Thing  to  the 
''Westward  of  such  Plantations. 

Observ.  However  learned  (*ouncil  may  be,  they  can  only 
answer  upon  the  State  of  the  Case  before  them.  It  ought  not 
to  have  be«n  made  a  Question,  Whether  by  the  Plimouth 
Grant,  the  Crown  intended  to  except  the  Western  Part  of  this 
Continent,  beyond  the  Dutcli  Settlement,  in  Favor  of  For- 
eigners! for  that  was  never  pretended  by  any  one. 
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There  Isa  Differeiine  bptwtien  exctpting  aad  ffranttng ;  fUtd 
till)  QuuHt Ion  should  huvu  ht-eri,  Whether  any  Pftrtnf  the  West- 
ern Ijaiidti  biij'ond  Xha  Dutcli  Uitttleiiienta  were  ever  graDted, 
orRoitld  jrasHibly  pass",  by  the  Connecticut  Charterf  This  would 
probably  have  broiiglit  u.  very  dllTercnt  AiiMwer  from  the 
leiimed  Co  unci  1- 

Quention  3-  "  Have  not  the  Goverii()r  and  CJoinpany  of  Oon- 
'  •  iiecticiit  the  Right  of  Pre-emption  and  Title  under  the  Crown 
"TO  the  Tjandn  afornxuid,  within  tlie  Llinlta  and  Bounds  of 
"their  I'atent  aloruKuid,  ly in);  Westward  of  the  Provlncaof 
"  New  York,  and  not  iiicliiile<I  in  the  ('harter  of  King  Charles 
"II.  to  tlio  Dnke  of  Torl^,  notwithNtandingtlieaeverai  Settle- 
"  mentis  of  Boundarieit  between  the  (Jolony  on  ttie  •  Ea«t  and 
"the  Province  on  the  Went,  made  ax  well  by  Agreement  be - 
"Iwfen  the  Parties  ai'  nniler  the  Royal  Authority,  and  not- 
''  witiiRtaadine  thesubncqnent  Charter  to  Sir  William  Peon. 

"  Answer.  The  Aifreeraeiit  between  the  Colony  of  Conneo< 
"ticut  and  the  Province  of  Now-Tork,  can  extend  no  further 
"than  to  settle  the  Hoiindarles  between  the  ri'Bi>ective  Par- 
' '  t  ies,  and  iias  no  Effect  upon  other  Claims  that  either  of  thoni 
"had  in  otiier  Parts;  aiul  tut  the  Clhaiterto  Connecticnt  wa8 
"lirantcd  elpthteen  Yeain  liefore  that  to  Sir  William  Penn, 
"tlieru  i»  no  Groiiml  to  contend,  ttiat  the  Crown  oonld  at 
"(iiat  Period  make  an  efffotnal  Grant  to  him  of  that  Country, 
"  vrhicli  ha<l  been  no  recently  granted  tn  othera.  But  If  the 
"Country  hiul  been  actually  xettleil  under  the  latter  Grant, 
"it  would  now  bo  a  Matter  of  conNidem)>le  Doubt,  whether 
"the  Right  of  the  Occnpierx,  or  the  Title  under  which  they 
"  hold,  could  be  hni>eiiched  by  a  prior  Hrant.  without  actaal 
"  Hettiemeot." 

Observ.  This  Question,  like  the  former  is  what  the  LoelclaDS 
onll  Petilio  PrincipII,  and  would  have  been  needlei>H  if  the  first 
Qiiestion  htul  been  fairly  stated.  Rut  the  main  Point  in  Pis^ 
pnte  tH  here  Btill  taken  for  granted,  viz.— That  the  LandH  "West- 
Hard  of  what  was  the  Dutch  Betttement  and  Claim,  did  pass 
by  the  Patent  to  Connecticut.  Two  different  Points  are  also 
blended  and  oonfonniied  lo^^dther,  namely  the  primary  Settle- 
uient  of  the  Connecticut  Rounds  under  the  Royal  Authority, 

•ThRso  Wonisareso  printed,  imd  if  they  Btond  thus  In  the  Original 
State  of  tiio  Case,  laid  hoforo  the  Counoll,  it  shews,  how  Inaccurately 
that  State  wandiawn  up  IraniiiHO  it  throu^  New-York  Rast  of  Conneo- 
licut  i  or  rather  Connecticut  Vt'cM  of  Now-York ;  and  Indeed  they 
Micm  fond  of  going  West 
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and  a  subsequent  *  Ai^reement,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  in  1683, 
whereby  Conuecticut  did  not  acquire,  but  were  obliged  to 
yield  Territory.  Connecticut  cannot  call  the  first  Settlement 
of  their  Bounds,  in  1664,  an  Agreement,  when  they  appeared, 
not  to  make  a  bargain,  but  only  as  humble  Suitors  before  the 
Representatives  of  the  Crown,  empowered  to  settle  the  defect- 
ing Limits  of  their  Charter,  and  fix  its  absolute  Western  Ex* 
tent.  This  is  evident  from  their  own  Language  after  tho  Set- 
tlement, which  they  call  a  good  Issue,  and  Success  in  oI)taining 
Patent  Bounds.  It  required  no  Law-Opinion  to  determine, 
whether  an  Agreement  with  one  Party  (if  there  had  been 
such  Agreement)  would  barr  their  further  Rights  with  re- 
spect to  another.  But  it  was  worthy  of  being  made  a  Ques- 
tion, Whether  they  now  have  or  ever  had,  any  further  Rights? 

*' Indeed  if  ever  they  had  such  Right,  the  learned  Council 
make  it  a  considerable  Doubt  whether  that  Right  would  not 
now  be  extinct  by  an  actual  Settlement  under  a  latter  Grant. 

And  that  such  Settlement  has  been  actually  made  near  forty 
Years  ago,  under  Mr.  Penn's  Grant,  within  what  is  now  the 
Connecticut  Claim,  is  undeniable,  as  has  been  already  observed. 

'*  Question  3.  What  Course  of  Proceedings  will  it  be  legal 
**and  expedient  for  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Connecti- 
**cut  to  pursue,  on  the  whole  State  and  Circumstances  in 
''  this  Case,  in  order  to  terminate  all  Disputes  and  Differences 
^'^  relative  to  said  Land? 

'  *  Answer.   In  Case  the  Governor  and  Company  shall  in  Point 

' '  of  Prudence  think  it  expedient  to  make  their  Claim  and  sup- 

*  *  port  it,  it  will  be  proper,  either  amicably,  and  in  concurrence 

•*  with  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  or  in  Case  of  the  Re- 

**fu8al  of  those  Proprietaries,  without  them,  to  apply  to  the 

^' King  in  Council,  praying  his  Majesty  to  appoint  Commis- 

"sioners  in  America,  to  decide  the  Question,  with  the  usual 

**  Power  of  Appeal. 

E.  Thurlow, 

Al.  Wedderburn, 

Rd.  Jackson, 

J.  Dunning.'' 

Observ.  This  Question  is  not  material,  as  it  relates  only  to  the 
mode  of    prosecuting  their    Claim,  still    supposing  it    justly 

*It  having  been  found,  as  before  observed,  tbat  the  Line,  which  the 
Crown  Commissioners  bad  been  persuaded  to  fix  for  Connecticut, 
would  cross  Hudson's  River;  i^ew-York  afterwards  obliged  Connec- 
ticut to  begin  at  Byrani  Brook,  about  seven  Miles  Eastward  of  Mani> 
aroneck,  and  run  such  Course  as  would  keep  twenty  Miles  distant 
from  HttdBon*B  River ;  which  made  their  Place  of  Beginnmg  to  about 
the  same  Place  where  it  bad  been  fixed  in  1650  with  the  Dutch. 
13- Vox.  XVIII. 
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founded.  But  the  A  iiawei-,  litut  woriiti  in  it  of  very  materinl  I  m- 
port— vi*.  if  in  Point  <•[  PrLidence,  the  "  Wovemor  and  Uom- 
"  puny  of  Connni^ticut  xiioiitil  think  it  expedient  to  make  their 
"Claim,  and  Kiip|M>rt  k."  Whatever  Opinion  tbone  learned 
Oentlauien  may  have  given,  on  the  State  of  the  Caae  l>efortt 
them,  with  Hea|>ect  to  the  Point  of  Law,  tlteir  Idea,  aa  to  thn 
Policy  of  the  Claim,  ix  pretty  clearly  intimated.  The  Connec- 
ticut OlaimantH,  It  1h  believed,  will  not  venture,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  their  Charti>r,  to  contend  before  his  Majesty  In  Coancil. 
either  for  the  I^nds  in  Pennsylvania,  or  the  Landa  Weatward 
of  that  Province  to  the  South  Sea.  The  Crown  eannot  fftve 
the  former,  without  allowing  them  a  Right  to  the  latter.  In  al) 
their  Extent.  Beeidi'S  Defect  of  LiinltH,  in  its  original  8tat«>. 
that  Charter  had  many  other  Defeotx,  which  It  may  be  prudent 
and  expedient  for  them  to  kenp  out  of  Sight. 

Having  talien  this  Notice  of  the  Law  Opinion",  on  whinh  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  have  rested  their  Claim  ;  It  In  proper  to 
give  the  Opinion  of  a  truly  eminent  T/awyer  on  the  other  Side, 
which,  it  le  presumed,  will  be  thought  to  have  been  grounded 
on  a  fuller  and  more  impartial  State  of  the  Case. 

Opinion  o/  the  Attarney  Qeneral,  Nou  ImtiI  Camden. 

If  all  theColoiiiea  in  North -Am  erica  were  to  remain  at  tbln 
Day  bounded,  in  Point  of  Right,  as  they  are  described  In  the 
original  OrantH  of  each,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  Settle- 
ment in  that  Part  of  the  (ilobe,  that  hiM  not,  in  some  Measure 
either  be«n  encroached  upon,  or  else  UMurped  upon,  its  Neig-li- 
bouni;  <to  tliat,  if  the  Crraiits  wore  of  theiiinelvea  the  only  Rule 
between  the  contendhig  Plantations,  there  never  could  bean 
Bnd  of  their  Ditipucee,  without  unHettling  large  Tracts  of  Land, 
where  the  Inhabitants  have  no  )>ettHr  Title  to  produce,  thaji 
either  PoHsessiou  or  posterior  Urantn,  whloh,  la  Point  of  Law 
woidd  be  superseded  by  ])rior  Charters.  Hence  I  conceive, 
that  many  other  ClrcumstaiicuH  must  bo  taken  into  Consideru- 
tiou,  besides  the  ]>archment  Boundary;  for  that  may  at  tlii-i 
Day  be  extended  or  narrowed  by  Ponaesaion,  Acquiescence,  or 
Agreement;  by  the  Situation  and  Condition  of  the  Territory 
at  the  Time  of  the  Grant,  as  well  as  by  various  other  Matters. 

With  respect  to  the  present  Dispute,  the  Western  Boundary 
of  Connecticut  was  barred  at  the  Time  of  the  original  Grant, 
by   the    Dutch   Settlement ;  and    the  *  Crown   were   deceived 


"Since  llio  Appourance  of  tins  Opinion,  Uonneoticut  has  aald,  that 
the  Dutch  Country  van  excepted  out  of  tbeir  Charter,  snd  therefore 
tliere  was  no  deception  put  upon  the  Crown  in  theQrBUl — But  illanot 
true  that  there  ia  any  Exception  of  the  Dutch  Country  out  of  the 
Charter,  allber  expressed  or  implied. 
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vhen  they  were  pre  vail  <*(!  upon  to  convey  a  Territory  which 
beloDi^ed  to  another  State,  then  in  Amity  with  the  Crown  of 
England.  Besides  this  Dbjdction,  the  Settlement  of  the  new 
Boundary  under  the  Kin^^'s  Commission  in  1664,  and  what  is 
still  stronger,  the  new  Line  marked  out  by  Agreement  between 
this  Proviuoe  and  New- York,  has  now  conclusively  precluded 
Conneotiout  from  advancing  one  Foot  beyond  these  Limits. 

It  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Crown,  after  the  Cession 
of  New  Netherlands,  to  decide  the  clashing  Rights  of  the  Duke 
of  York  and  the  adjoining  Colonies;  and  therefore  all  that  wa8 
done  by  Virtue  of  that  Commission,  then  awarded  for  that 
Purpose,  must  at  this  Day  be  deemed  valid ;  as  the  Nations 
have,  ever  since  that  Time,  submitted  to  ihose  Determina- 
tions, and  the  Colonies  of  New-York  and  Jersey  submit  only 
upon  Authority  of  these  Acts. 

I  am  of  Opinion,  therefore,  that  the  Province  of  Connecticut 
lias  no  Right  to  resume  their  ancient  Boundary,  by  overleap- 
ing the  Province  of  New- York  ;  or  to  encroach  upon  the  Penn- 
sylvania Grant,  which  was  not  made  till  after  the  Connecti- 
cut Boundary  had  been  reduced  by  new  Confines,  which  re,- 
stored  the  liands,  beyond  those  Settlements  Westward  to  the 
Crown ;  and  laid  them  open  to  a  new  Grant.  The  State  of  the 
Country  in  Dispute,  is  a  material  State  Reason  why  the  Crown 
ought  to  interpose  in  the  present  Case,  and  put  a  Stop  to  thi^ 
growing  Mischief.  But  I  doubt  this  Business  cannot  be  ad- 
justed very  soon,  because  Mr.  Penn  must  apply  to  the  Crown 
for  Relief,  which  Method  of  Proceeding  will  necessarily  taki> 
up  Time,  as  the  Province  of  Connecticut  must  have  Notice  and 
be  heard. 

March  7,  1761.  C.  Pratt. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  fully  appears  that  the  Claim  of 
Connecticut  Colony  to  Lands  within  the  Limits  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  forcible  Possession  which  their  People  have  taken 
of  those  Lands,  and  the  Shelter  yielded  by  them  to  the  public 
Violators  of  our  Laws ;  are  measures  so  little  warranted  by  their 
Charter,  that  the  same  may  yet  be  found  fatal  to  it. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  treat  this  Subject  with  Coolness  and 
Candor,  and  altho'  1  would  have  wish'd  for  more  Time  to  di- 
gest the  foregoing  Arguments,  I  hope  there  is  no  material  In- 
accuracy in  them. 

Until  a  legal  Decision  of  this  Dispute,  it  is  our  Duty  to  main- 
tain our  Possebsion  and  Right,  even  if  our  Adversaries  had  a 
Colour  for  their  Claim.  But  when  they  cannot  have  the  leftst 
Hope  of  Success,  but  through  some  Concessions  on  our  Part,  it 
would  be  culpable  to  give  Way.  The  I^ands  whereof  they  have 
possessed  themselves,  are  chiefly  private  Property,  taken  up  or 
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imrohnseil  by  many  Iiidiviiliialit  In  all  PartR  of  the  Provinoe; 
and  iiiiiiu among  iih  can  wisli  to  see.  our  Country  (liHtiierabered. 
or  tK>  valuable  u  Part  of  it  torn  from  us.  On  the  Contrary,  It 
iniiat  1>H  the  Desire  of  every  Frien<l  to  Pf  nnHylvania,  to  see  itn 
i.awHuiul  OoitHtitutioiiexterulnlanil  tiupiiorted,  through  Its  ut- 
most Limits,  while  Its  Rivers  run  or  Mountains  endure  I  These 
\v»<re  nerlainly  the  Sentiments  of  our  Governor  nnil  Awembly. 
wlien  tliey  erected  that  Part  of  the  Province  into  a  new 
County ;  and  even  to  imaKine  that  every  future  Governor  urul 
Assembly,  would  not  be  actuated  by  the  lllce  patriotio  Beoti- 
meiits,  would  l>e  injurions  in  the  liighest  Deffree! 


APPENDIX. 


<;ONTAINING    COPIES  AN1>    EXTRACTS  OF    SUN1>RV 

ANCIENT  CHARTERS  AND  PAPERS  REFERRB1) 

TO  AS  VOUCH RR8,  IN   THE   FOREGOING 

8HKBTS. 


7b  tfie  Header. 

Tlie  Author  aoknowle<l(;e»hlmiielf  indebted  for  this  Appendix 
to  a  worthy  Gentleman.  lonff  ronversant  in  the  AfTairs  of  Con- 
necticut ;  who,  with  af'andor  l>Acotning  his  good  Sense,  thinks 
that  neither  the  Interest  of  that  Colony,  or  of  Pe'iinsylvania, 
itnn  Vie  served  by  the  SuppreHsionnf  any  Papers  that  can  throw 
Light  upon  the  Points  In  (Question  between  them.  He  had 
collected  the  Copies  and  Kxtracts  for  his  own  Uae.  with  some 
short  Hints  for  connectInK  them:  and  I  chin 
just  as  I  THPeived  them,  though  son 
use  of  in  the  fiirejjfoinK  Work. 

The  first  P«|ier  taken  Notice  <if  in  lliis  Appe 
from    Earl  Warwick  I..   Lord  Sjiy  and  Sen 

Karl  of  Warwic-k  was  himself  o 

Wh.    mouth,  ill    theC.unly.^f  I>ev. 

Grant  or    Patent   niacin   to  liii 
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thattho  K&iue  may  be  seen  inrolled  in  the  Petty-Bag  Office  in 
England. —HiK  Deed  to  Lord  Bay  and  Seal  and  others,  is  en- 
tered at  large  on  the  antient  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, with  a  Caption  as  followeth,  viz. 


No.  1. 

A  Copy  of  the  old  Patent  for  ConnectictU. 

"To all  People  to  whom  this  present  Writing  may  come,  Rob- 
ert, Karl  of  Warwick,  sendeth  Greeting  in  our  Lord  God  ever- 
lasting.—Know  ye,  that  the  said  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick,  for 
divers  ^ood  Causes  and  Considerations  him  thereunto  especially 
moving,  hatli  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  Presents  doth  give,  &c.  unto  the  right 
honourable  William  Viscount  Say  and  Seal,  the  right  honour- 
able Robert  Lord  Brook,  the  right  honourable  Robert  Rich, 
and  the  honourable  Charles  Fiennes,  Esq;  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich, 
Knt.  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  Knt.  Richard  Knightly,  Esq ; 
John  Pymm,  Esq;  John  Hampden,  Esq;  John  Humphrey^?, 
Esq;  and  Herbert  Pelham,  Esq;  their  Heirs  and  Assigns,  and 

their  Associates  forever,  all  that  Part  of  New-England, 
1631.    in  America*,  which  lies  and  extends  itself  from  a   River 

th€ire  called  Naraganset  river,  the  Si>ace  of  forty  Leagues 
upon  a  straight  line,  near  the  Sea  Shore,  toward  the  South- 
West,  West  and  by  Soutli  or  West  as  the  Coast  lieth  towards 
Vir;ifinia,  accounting  three  English  Miles  to  the  League, 
and  also  all  and  singular  the  Lands  and  Hereditaments  what- 
soever, lying  and  being  within  the  Lands  aforesaid.  North  and 
South  in  Latitude  and  Breadth,  and  in  Length  and  Longitude, 
of,  and  within,  all  the  Breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  Main 
Lands  there,  from  the  Western  Ocean  to  the  South  Sea,  an<l 
all  Lands  and  Grounds,  Place  and  Places,  Soil,  Woo<l  and 
Woods,  Grounds,  Havens,  Ports,  Creeks  and  Rivers,  Waters, 
Fishings  and  Hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  within  the  sai<l 
Space,  and  every  Part  and  Parcel  thereof. — And  also  all  Is- 
lands lying  in  America  aforesaid,  in  the  said  Seas,  or  either  of 
them  on  the  Western  or  Eastern  Coasts,  or  Parts  of  the  sai<l 
Tracts  of  Lands  by  these  Presents  mentiont^d  to  be  given, 
granted,  &c.  and  also  all  Mines  and  Minerals,  as  well,  royal 
Mines  of  Gold  and  Silver,  as  other  Mines  and  Minerals  what- 
soever,  in  the  said  Land  and  Premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  and 
also  all  the  several  Rivers  within  the  J^aid  Limits,  by  what 
Name  or  Names  soever  called  or  known,  and  all  Jurisdictions, 
Rights  and  Royalties,  Liberties,  Freedoms,  Inimunitie.'-,  Pow- 
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era,  PrlTil^en.  Frftiicliises,  Pr«heinenciea  and  Commodltiss 
whatsoever,  whiuh  the  Mild  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick  now  hath 
or  had,  or  iiii|{ht  uue,  exerdse  or  enjoy,  in  or  within  any  part 
or  paroel  thereof,  exiteptins  and  resurvlng  to  hi>  Hajenty,  his 
Heirs  aud  fluooeHSOrH  one  fifth  Part  of  »old  a,iid  Silver  Ore.— 
1'o  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Part  of  New  England,  in  An]«rloa, 
wliich  lie§  and  extends,  and  is  abutted  om  aforeHaid,  anil  the 
Miid  several  Rivera,  and  every  Part  and  Parcel  thereof,  and  all 
1  he  said  Islands,  &e..  to  them  the  haid  Vixoount  Say  and  S«al. 
itc.  their  Heirs  and  Assigns,  and  tlioir  Associates  to  thpir  only 
Itroper  and  absolute  Use  and  Behoof  for  evermore.  In  WitnesB 
whereof  tbe  said  Robert,  Karl  of  Warwicit,  hath  hereunto  set 
his  Hand  and  Heal,  IBtb  Maroh,  1631. 

ROBERT  WARWICK."j«iir* 
Sii/neii  Ac   in 
Presence  of 
Walter  WtLLtAiLi, 
Thoma.i  Uowsun. 


Appointment  of  John  Winthrop,  jun.  Esq;  . 
Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Ac. 


I  be  Oowrnar,  fry 


"  Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents,  that  we  Arthur  Htuselrig, 
Bart.  Blr  Richard  BaltonstuU,  Knt.  Henry  I.awrenoe, 
IB-Ti.  Henry  I>ar1ey.  and  George  Fenwick,  Esqrs.  in  our  own 
Names  anil  In  the  Name  of  the  right  honorable  Viwount 
Say  and  Seal,  Robert  Lord  Broolt  unil  the  Rest  of  our  Com- 
pany, Do  ordain  and  nonstitiite  John  Winthiop,  Bsq ;  the 
younger.  Governor  of  the  River  Connecticut,  with  the  Plaoea 
adjoining  thereunto,  for  and  during  the  Hpace  of  one  whole 
Yi>ar.  after  his  Arrival  there,  giving  bim,  from  and  under  us, 
full  Power  and  Authcirity.  io  do  unil  execute  any  such  law- 
ful Act  and  Thing  both  in  respect  of  the  Place  and  People, 
aK  also  of  the  AlTairs  we  have  or  shall  have  there,  as  to  the 
Dignity  or  Offleo  of  a  fiovernor  doth  or  may  upptrtuln. 

In  Wit nestt  whereof,  we  have   herifUnto  put  ourHandaanJ 
!4>mIh.  this  ISth  Day  of  .Inly.  1«Sr>. 

RinHARD  SAI,T(lN8TAhl..       ARTHUR  HA88ELRIO, 

HKNRY  l.AWRBNCK.  (JliORGE  PENWICK, 

HENRY  DARLKT." 

i''iv«  tieuls  appendant  impressed  in  one  large  Piece  of  Wax. 
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Then  follow  a  Number  of  Instructions.— 

1.  To  build  a  Fort  on  an  Island  near  the  Month  of  the  River, 
at  Say  brook,  which  was  done. 

2.  To  build  Houses,  some  proper  for  Persons  of  Quality,  —those 
to  be  within  the  Fort ;— besides  a  Number  of  Regulations  re- 
specting the  Planting  of  the  Country. 

This  is  the  same  Mr.  Winthrop,  who  wa,s  afterwards  Gover- 
nor of  the  old  voluntary  Government  of  Connecticut,  before 
the  Charter ;— who  went  to  England  to  obtain  the  Charter, 
and  was  the  first  Governor  under  the  same. 

After  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  above  named  Mr.  Fen  wick  was  ap- 
pointed Governor  or  Agent  under  the  Company  of  Lord  Say 
and  Seal,  &c.  of  the  Fort  at  Say  brook,  and  their  other  In- 
terests.— After  a-while  the  Company,  upon  the  Change  of 
Affairs  in  England,  ga\  e  over  all  Thoughts  of  removing  to  New 
England,  and  thereupon  Mr.  Fenewiok  sold  to  the  old  Connec- 
ticut or  Hartford  Colony. 


No.  S. 


Abstract  of  a  Deed  from  George  Fenwick^  Esq;  to  old  Connecticut 
Jurisdiction.— This  Abstract  contains  all  the  Clauses  that 
respect  the  Conveyance  of  Land  as  follows  ^  viz. 

'^Tlie  Fort  at  Saybrook  with  the  Appurtenances  here- 
1644  after  mentioned,  viz 

—All  the  Land  on  Connecticut  River  shall  belong  to 
the  Jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  and  such  Lands  as  are  yet  un- 
disposed, shall  be  ordered  and  given  out,  by  a  Committee  of 
five,  whereof  George  Fenwick,  Esq  ;  aforesaid,  is  always  to  be 
one.  —The  said  George  Fenwick  doth  also  promise,  that  all  the 
Lands  from  Naraganset  River  to  the  Fort  of  Saybrook,  men- 
tioned in  a  Patent  granted  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  certain 
Noble  and  Gentlemen,  shall  fall  in  under  the  Jurisdiction  of 
("onneotleut,  if  it  come  into  his  Power,  for  and  in  regard  of 
the  Premisses,  and  other  good  Considerations." — 

Then  follow  a  Number  of  Covenants  and  Agreements. — such 
as  laying  a  certain  Duty  on  all  Beaver  Skins  and  Corn,  that 
shall  be  carried  out  of  the  River,  to  raise  the  purchase  Money, 
viz.  One  thousand  Pounds  Sterling.— Mr.  Fenewiok  to  have 
Liberty  to  live  there  ten  Years,  to  have  certain  Grounds, 
Wharfs,  Ate. 
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PetiUon  to  the  King  f>,r  a  rharter. 

"Till*  liuiuble  P«titioit  of  th«  OeiiKrHl  Court  At  Hnrtforcl, 
iiI>on  ConiiHOtlcut  iu  New  Bni;laiiil,  t»  the  liigli  and  mighty 
I'riiioe  ('harlflM  the  Seeonil, 

■■Humbly  Sheweth,— 

"That  wherean  your  Petltlonem  have  not  liail  for  many  yearn 
paHt,  xhice  their  PoHHewtioii  aiul  inlialtiUng  tliego  weuterii 
IWtl.  and  liilaiul  Parts  of  thin  Wilderueisi'.  any  Opportunity, 
liy  ruaeon  of  tli»  Calaiaitltti;  of  Die  late  TiineD,  to  tte«k 
for,  aud  olttalii  hucIi  tiranU)  and  IjetterH  Patents  from  your  ex- 
i^lleiit  Majeitty  their  tiovereigu  Lord  and  K)iit{,  as  miglit  assure 
tliem  uf  Hiicli  Iiiliertiei  and  Privileges,  and  Hnffloient  Powers. 
iL-4  might  en<rourage  theiu  to  go  on  through  all  DlfHoiiltles, 
Hazards  and  EipeiisuH,  In  so  great  a  Work  of  Plantatlou,  in  a 
Plane  80  remote  from  the  Christian  World:  and  a  Deaart  no 
illfHniiltly  HulHhied  in  a  Way,  iiii  pro  veal  jIh  for  SulixtaTice  but 
l>y  gn>al  (Jont  and  hard  Ijabour,  with  much  Patience  and  Care. 

"And  wliereaH  Itesideit  the  great  Charge  that  hath  lieen  ex- 
pi*nde<l  by  our  Fathern  and  some  nf  their  Associatet*  yet  survive 
iut;,  uhnut  the  I'lirchase,  building  au<l  fortifying,  and  other 
Matters  of  cutturing  aud  improving,  to  a  condition  of  safety 
and  Rubnistance,  In  the  Places  of  our  present  Abode  among  the 
Heathen,  whereby  there  Ik  <ton8<<lerabl«  and  real  Addition,  to 
the  Honour  and  Inlargement  of  hie  Majesty's  Dominion,  by 
the  sole  Disbursements  of  hlx  Majesty's  Subjects  there,  of  their 
own  pro|>er  Estates,  they  have  laid  out  a  very  great  Sum  for 
the  purchasing  a  jurisdiction  Right  of  Mr.  Qeorge  Feiiwick 
which  they  were  given. to  understand  was  derived  frcfui  tru» 
royal  Authority,  by  Letters  Patent  to  certain  Lords  and  Gen- 
tlemen therein  nomiuate<i,  a  Copy  wiiereof  was  produced  l>e- 
fure  the  Commissioners  of  the  Colonies  and  approved  by  them 
as  appears  i)y  their  Kecords.  *  A  Copy  whereof  is  ready  to  l>e 
presented  at  your  Majesty's  Command,  though,  either  by  Fire 
at  a  House  where  it  l)ad  been  sometime  kept,  or  soliie  other 
Accident,  is  now  lost,  with  whioli  your  poor  BubjectH  were 
rather  willing  to  have  contented  themselves,  than  to  seek  for 
Power  or  Privilege,  from  any  other  than  their  lawful  Princ« 
and  Sovereign. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  most  excellent  and   graaious 

"Tlie  four  Colonies,  Massachusels  Bay  and  Plymouth,  and  the  old 
Connecticut  and  New  Haven,  both  voluntary  Oovernmenta,  Hay  19th, 
1643,  formed  a  Plan  of  managing  their  general  Affairs  by  Gommia- 
Bloners  appointed  by  tliemaelves,  wlio  kept  Records  of  their  Proceeil- 
inga. 
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Majesty,  to  confer  upon  your  humble  Petitioners,  who  unaiii- 
uiously  do  implore  your  Hii^hneHu's  Favour  and  Grace  therein, 
those  Liberties,  Rights  and  Authorities  and  Privileges,  wliicli 
were  granted  by  the  aforementioned  Letters  Patent,  to  cer- 
tain Lords  and  Gentlemen  so  purchased  as  aforesaiil,  or  which 
were  enjoyed  from  those  Letters  Patent,  granted  to  the  Ma»^- 
sachusetts  Plantation,  by  our  Fathers  and  some  of  us  yet  sur- 
viving, when  there  in  our  beginning  inhabiting,  and  upon 
which  those  large  Encouragements,  Liberties  and  Privileges ; 
so  great  a  Transplantation  from  our  dear  England  was  under- 
taken, and  supposed  to  be  yet  our  Inheritance,  until  the  runn- 
ing of  that  western  Line,  the  bounded  Limits  of  those  Letters 
Patent,  did  since  our  Removal  thence,  determine  our  Lot  to 
be  fallen  without  the  Limits  of  that  so  bounded  Authority. 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty  graciously  to  bestow  upon  your 
liumble  Supplicants,  such  royal  Muni6cence,  according  to  the 
Tenor  of  a  Draft  or  Instrument,  which  is  ready  liere  to  be 
tendered  at  your  gracous  Order. 

"  And  whereas  besides  those  Monies  and  other  Disbursements 
as  aforesaid,  in  Prosecution  of  this  wilderness  Work,  your  iwor 
Petitioners  were  forced  to  maintain  a  War  against  one  Nation 
of  the  Heathen  that  did  much  interrupt  the  Beginnings  of 
your  Servants,  by  many  bloody  and  hostile  Acts,  whereby 
divers  of  our  <lear  Countrymen  were  treacherously  destroyed, 
an*l  have  also  been  ever  since,  and  are  still,  at  much  charge 
in  keeping  such  a  Correspondence  of  Peace  and  Amity  with 
divers  Sorts  of  the  Heathen  Nations,  that  are  round  about  our 
Plantations  thus  far  extent  into  the  Bowels  of  the  Country, 
besides  the  Maintenance  of  all  publick  Charges  for  Church  and 
Civil  Affairs,  which  are  very  great  in*  respect  of  our  great 
Poverty.— 

"May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty,  out  of  your 
princely  Wisdom,  to  grant  such  an  Immunity  from  Customs, 
as  may  encourage  the  Merchants  to  supply  our  Necessities  in 
such  Commodities  as  may  be  wanting  here,  for  which  we  have 
neither  Silver  nor  Gold  to  pay,  but  the  Supply  in  that  Kind 
may  enable,  in  due  Time,  to  search  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth 
for  some  Gold  Minerals,  whereof  there  seems  to  be  a  fair  Pro- 
Imbility,  or  produce  some  such  Staple  Commodities,  as  may 
in  future  Time  appear  to  be  good  Effects  of  your  Majesty's 
Goodness  and  Bounty ;  if  your  poor  Colony  may  find  this  gra- 
cious Acceptance  with  your  Majesty  as  to  grant  their  humble 
Desire,  whereby  they  may  be  encouraged  to  go  on  cheerfully 
and  strenuously  in  their  plantation  Business,  in  hope  of  a  com- 
fortable Settlement  for  themselves  and  their  Posterity,  that 
under  your  royal  Protection  they  may  pro8i)er  in  this  Desart ; 
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th«y  shall,  as  in  their  Ackn  owl  edged  Duty,  ever  pray  for  your 
gre&t  Tmnqullity  and  perpetual  Uappineets ;  and  humbly  crav- 
iiiK  Leave  tbey  aubsorll>e  ttaeiiiHelveB  your  Uajesty's  loyal  Bu)>- 
jeota  and  Bervnutn  the  Oeiieral  Court  for  the  Colony  of  Con- 
iieottcut  in  Ntiw-t'^nKlaiid.— par  their  Urder  signed 

DA.MBL  OLABK.  Sbcrktart." 
The  before  mentioned  Ur.  WInthrop,  at  that  time  Governor 
of  the  untiact  Connecticut  or  Hartford  Colony,  went  to  Eng- 
land with  thi§  Petition  ;  anil,  it  it)  Raid,  ho  far  varied  the  same, 
UK  to  iufortu  the  King  thnt  lie  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  a 
Deed  from  l^ord  Say  and  Beat  and  Company,  as  he  expected. — 
The  following  ih  a  I^etter  which  Lord  tiay  and  Beal  wrote  to 
him,  when  lu  England,  upon  the  Subject. 


•Mr.  WiNTBBOP, 

"  I  Received  your  Letter  by  Mr.  Richards,  and  I  would  havn 
been  glad  to  have  had  an  Opportunity  of  Ijelng  at  London  my- 
Helf,  to  have  done  you  and  my  good  Friends  in  New-England 
the  be§t  Service  I  could;  but  my  WeaKnesH  hath  Iwea  such, 
and  my  old  DlaeaHe  of  the  Gont  falling  upon  me,  I  did  desire 
I^eave  not  (o  ome  up  thiK  Winter,  but  I  have  wrote  to  the 
Earl  of  Manchester,  Lord  Chamberlain  of  hJH  Majesty's  House- 
hold, to  give  yon  the  best  AsHistance  he  may  i  and  indeed  he 
JH  a  nolile,  and  a  worthy  Lord,  and  om;  that  loves  those  that 
are  godly.  — And  he  and  I  did  join  together,  that  our  godly 
Friends  of  New-England  might  enjoy  their  just  Rights  and 
Liberties;  and  this  Colonel  Crowne,  who,  I  hear,  is  still  In 
Lon<li>n,  can  fully  inform  you. 

"  Concerning  that  of  Connecticut,  I  am  not  able  to  reineni- 
lierall  the  Particulars;  but  I  have  written  to  my  Lord  Cham- 
l>erlain,  that  when  you  shall  attend  him,  (which  I  think  will  btt 
liest  for  yon  to  do,  and  therefore  I  have  inclosed  a  Jjetter  to 
him,  in  yours)  that  you  mny  deliver  it.  and  I  have  desired 
him  to  acquaint  you  where  you  may  speak  with  Mr.  Jesup, 
who,  when  we  had  the  Patent,  wan  our  Clerk,  and  he,  I  be- 
lieve, is  able  to  inform  you  best  al>out  it  and  I  have  desired  my 
Tjord  to  wish  him  so  to  do.—l  do  think  he  Is  now  In  London. — 
My  Love  remembered  nnto  ynn,'  1  shall  remain, 
your  very  loving  Friend, 

W.  8A  V  and  BBAI*" 

Decemlier  II,  IKdI.  Thus  directed, 

"For  my  v^ry  loving  Frienil  Mr.  John  WInthrop,  living  in 
i'ol"man  Street,  ut  one  Mrs.  WhlliiiKH  House,  near  the  Church." 
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No.  6. 

Abstract  of  the  Charter  of  Connecticut  from  King  Charles  IF. 

'^  Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  Go<l  Kiii^  of  England, 
Scotland.  Fraiice  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
1602.  &0.  To  all  to  whom  the^e  Presents  shall  couie  Oreetin^jf. 
Whereas  by  the  several  Navig^ations,  Discoveries  and  suc- 
«-es8faI  plantations  of  divers  of  our  lovin^f  Subjects  of  this  our 
ttealin  of  England,  several  Lands,  Islands,  Places,  Colonies  and 
Plantations,  have  been  (>btaine<l  and  settled  in  that  Part  of  the 
(Continent  of  America  called  New-England,  and  thereby  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  there,  hath  been  of  late  Tears  much  in- 
creased ;  and  whereas  we  have  b^en  informed,  by  the  humble 
Petition  of  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  John  Winthrop,  John 
Mason,  Samuel  Wyllis,  &c.  being  Persons  principally  interested 
in  our  Colony  or  Plantation  of  Connecticut,  in  New- England, 
that  the  same  Colony,  or  the  greatest  Part  thereof,  was  pur- 
chased and  obtained  for  great  and  valuable  Considerations: 
and  some  other  Part  thereof  gained  by  Conquest,  and  with 
much  Difficulty,  and  at  the  only  Endeavours,  Expence,  and 
Charges  of  them  and  their  Associates,  and  those  under  whom 
they  claim,  subdued  and  improved,  and  thereby  become  a  con- 
siderable inlargement  and  Addition  of  our  Dominions  and  In- 
terest there.  Now  know  ye,  that  in  Consideration  thereof,  ami 
iu  Regard  the  said  Colony  is  remote  from  other  the  Englisli 
Plantations  in  the  Places  aforesaid,  and  to  the  End  the  affairs 
and  Business,  which  shall  from  Time  happen  or  arise,  concern- 
ing the  same,  may  be  duly  ordered  and  managed,  we  have 
thought  fit,  and,  at  the  humble  Petition  of  the  Persons  afore- 
said, are  graciously  pleased  to  create  and  make  them  a  Body 
Politic  and  Corporate,  &c. 

**  And  for  the  better  Execution  of  our  Royal  Will  and  Pleasure 
herein,  we  do,  for  us,  our  Heirs,  and  Successors,  assign,  name, 
constitute,  and  ap|>oint,  the  aforesaid  John  Winthrop,  to  be 
the  first  and  present  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  and  the 
s!ii;l  .fohn  Mason  to  be  the  Deputy  Governor,  &c. 

"  And  know  ye  further  that  we,  of  our  abundant  Grace,  cer- 
tain Knowledge  and  meer  Motion,  have  given,  granted  and 
confirmed,  and  by  these  Presents,  for  us,  our  Heirs,  and  Suc- 
cessors, dc  give,  grant  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Governor 
and  Comiiany,  and  their  Successors,  all  that  Part  of  our  Dom- 
inions in  New-England,  in  America,  bonnden  on  the  East  by 
Naraganset  River,  commonly  called  Narraganset  Bay,  where 
the  said  River  falleth  into  tlie  Sea;  and  on  the  North  by  the 
lAne  of  the  Massachusets  Plantation,  and  on  the  South  by  the 
Sea ;  and  in  liOngitude  as  the  Line  of  the  Massachusets  Colony, 
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riiiiiiinff  from  E&at  to  West,  thAt  in  to  ttay,  troiQ  the  said  Nar- 
raKuuxet  Bay  on  the  tinst,  to  the  Mouth  Sea,  on  the  V/eet  Part, 
with  the  IhIhiuIh  thereunto  adjoiuing,  Sec. 

"Aii<I  lautly,  we  do  Tor  uh,  our  Hoirtiaiid  Successors,  grant  to 
th«  Httid  (ioveriiur  and  Company, and  their  SuooetiBore,  by  tht-M* 
PreiMtntijithHt  these  our  LetteraPat<?ntH  shall  he  firm,  good,  aud 
efTectualJn  tlie  Law,  to  all  IntentH,  Constructions,  and  Piir- 
pi Mies  whatsoever,  according  to  our  ti-ue  Intent  and  UeaiiiuK 
herein  iMfore  declared,  as  slialt  im  construed,  reputed,  and 
adjudgvil  most  favourahle  on  the  Behalf,  and  for  the  hest  Ben- 
efit and  Bf  hmif  of  the  sail)  tioveruorand  Company,  and  their 
Successors,  although  express  Mention  of  the  true  yearly  Value, 
or  Certahityor  tiie  Premisseti,  or  of  any  of  them,  or  of  any 
other  Gifts  or  Grants  liy  us,  or  by  any  of  our  Progenitors,  or 
Predecessors,  heretofore  made  to  the  said  Governor  and  Goiit' 
Iianv  of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-Bnglaixl, 
in  America,  in  these  Presents  is  not  niaile;  or  any  Statute, 
Act,  Ordinance,  Pi-ovision,  Proclamation,  or  Restriction  htre- 
toforo  ha<l,  made,  enacted,  ordaine<l  or  provided,  or  any  othnr 
Matter,  Cause,  or  Thing  whatsoever,  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  any  wise,  notwithMtanding. 

"In  Witness  &c.  the  three  and  twentieth  Day  of  April,  in  the 
fourteenth  of  our  Reign. 

■By  Writ  of  Privy  B«al,  HOWARP.  " 


Comminxiou  to  Colonel  NiehoU  ami  others,  ti  Settle  the  Bounds  of 
the  New  England  VolonUn,  d-e. 

"Charles  the  Second,  &c.  When-a^  we  have  received  several 
Addresses  from  our  Subjects  of  Heverat  Colonies  in  Ne«v 
1644.  England,  all  full  of  Duty  and  AITectiun,  and  ExprewiotiH 
of  Jjoyalty  and  Allegiance  to  ns.  with  their  humble  l>e- 
sires,  that  we  would  renew  their  several  Charters,  and  reoeivw 
them  into  our  favourable  Opinion  and  Protection ;  and  several 
of  our  Colonies  there,  and  other  onr  loving  Subjects,  have  like- 
wise conii)lainetl  of  Differences  anil  Disputes,  arisen  upon  the 
Limits  and  Bounds  of  their  several  Charters  and  JurisdiotionK, 
whereby  unneighbourly  and  unhrotherly  ContentionH  have 
and  may  arise,  to  the  Damage  and  Discredit  of  the  English  In- 
terest, Sic." 

—  See  the  ('onmiission  at  large  in  the  Appendti  of  HutcMn- 
siin's  History  of  the  Massachusetts  Buy,  page  5.17. 
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No.  8. 

Letter  from  King  Charles  II,  Accompanying  the  Commission, 

dated  ApHl  23d,  1004. 

CHARLES  Rkx, 

"Trusty  and  well  beloved,  -we  Greet  you  well.  Having,  ac- 
cording to  the  Resolution  we  declared  to  Mr.  John  Win- 
1664-  throp,  at  the  Time  when  we  renewed  your  Charter,  now 
sent  these  Persons  of  known  Abilities  and  Affection  to 
us,  that  is  to  say,  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  Carr, 
Knt.  George  Cartwright,  Esq;  and  Samuel  Maverick,  Esq; 
our  Commissioners,  to  visit  those  our  several  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  New  England,  &c.** — 

The  Residue  of  the  Letter  was  not  copied,  but  is  supposed 
to  l>e  in  common  and  usual  Form  of  requiring  a  Submission 
to  them.— This  Letter  is  addressed.— 

"To  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Connecticut  in  New-Eng- 
land.' 

Mr.  Winthrop  returned  to  his  Government  as  soon  as  the 
Commissoners  arriveil,  and  attended  them  at  New- York  with 
others,  as  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  of 
Connecticut,  in  order  to  get  the  Bounds  ascertained,  and 
which  was  done  as  follows. 


No.  9. 
Order  of  the  Decree  of  the  Commissioners, 

"We  have  heard  the  Differences  alx)Ut  the  Bounds  of  the 
Patents,  grant eil  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  having  deliberately 
considered  all  the  Reasons  alledged  by  Mr.  Allyn,  Mr.  Gold, 
Mr.  Richards,  and  Captain  Winthrop,  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  held  at  Hartford  the  13th  of  October,  1664,  to 
accompany  John  Winthrop,  Esq  ;  the  Governor  of  his  Majesty's 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  New  York,  and  by  Mr.  Howell,  and 
Capt.  Young  of  Long  Island,  why  the  said  Long  Island  should 
be  under  the  Government  of  (Connecticut,  which  are  too  long 
here  to  be  recited.  —  . 

"We  do  declare  and  order,  the  Southern  Bounds  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Colony  of  Connecticut  is  the  Sea,  and  that  Ix>ng- Island 
is  to  l>e  under  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  York,  as  is  expressed  by  plain  words  in  said  Patents  re.spec- 
tively— And  also  by  Virtue  of  his  Majesty *s  Commission,  and 


1M)  CONNECTICUT  CLAIM  TO 

by  tlio  ConMpnt  of  l>[>th  the  Gov«niort>  and  the  Hentleinoti  ntN>vti 
nmnt^l,  wu  do  lUso  order  and  declare,  thnt  the  Oreek  or  Rlvt-r 
oalled  Moinoroiiook.  wliioh  is  reputfd  to  be  about  twelve  Mllen 
to  the  Blast  of  Weitt  (JlieBtur,  anil  a  Line  <lrawn  from  the  Eaiit 
Point  or  Side,  where  the  treah  Water  falti*  into  the  Salt,  at 
high  Water  Mark,  North  Norlli  West  to  the  Line  of  the  Han- 
saoliusettB  be  the  Western  BotnidH  of  the  tiaid  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, und  ali  I'laiitatloDH  l>j]i){  Westward  of  that  Creek 
and  Line  ho  drawn,  tthall  be  uniittr  hiit  Royal  Uighneea'  Oovern- 
ment;  and  all  the  PlantatloiiH  lying  EaHtward  of  tliat  Creek 
and  Line  to  be  under  the  Oovernment  of  Coimentiout. 

"Qiven  under  our  Hands,  at  Jaineu'H  Furtin  New  York,  <>ii 
the  Island  of  Manhattan,  this  lat  Day  nf  1>eReiiiher.  IHIU. 

ItlCMAKI)  NlCoLt^, 
iKOIIIJK    Cabtkkkt, 
s.  Mavkriokk." 

To  which  the  Cumin isHionerii  from  <'nunectieut  sabdcrilxHl 
in  the  Words  following: 

"We  the  UoveriiorandCommtHetoneniuf  the  General  A8M>ni- 
bly  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  do  give  our  Consent  to  the 
Limits  and  Bounds  above  mentioned,  nit  WitneMi  our  Hando. 

GOLD.  JOHN  WINTHROP, 

JOHN  WINTHROP.  JuN.  ALLEN,  Ski*. 

RICHARDS." 

The  Duke  of  York's  Grant  from  King  Charles  11,  ninong 
other  Tracts,  contained  "Lon^  Island,  situate,  lying  and  lielrig. 
towards  the  West  of  Cape-Cod  and  the  NaraganRets,  abiitinff 
upon  the  Mainianil  between  the  two  Rivers,  there  called  uii<) 
known  by  the  Namex  of  Connecticut  and  Hudaone  Rivi-r, 
together  also  with  naid  River  called  Hudsons  River,  and  all 
the  Land  from  the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River,  to  the 
Bast  Bide  of  Delaware  Bay."— This  interfered  with  Conneoti- 
out,  but  being  younger  by  alK>ut  two  Years,  was  obliged  to 
gfveway'-The  Duke's  Grant  bears  Date  the  13th  of  Hamh. 
1604. 

Whether  the  Bounds  of  Connect if.ut  on  the  Bast  were  settled  - 
at  this  Time  is  not  rtertaln,  hut  it  is  ai;retMl  on  all  Hands,  that 
they  were  very  antientlydx  tat  PftUkfttuck  River,  almnt  twenty - 
five  Miles  West  of  Narragancet  River  or  Hay  mentioned  In  the 
Charter,  and  have  so  remaineil  ever  since.  — The  Occasion  of 
whliih  we  have  told  to  us  liy  the  following  Claufe,  in  the  Char- 
ter of  Rhode  Islan<l  Colony,  and  which  is  about  three  Motichs 
younger  than  that  of  Connecticut.  The  Charter  of  that  (Col- 
ony, after  bounding  the  Lan<ls  on  thi'  West  with  the  afore- 
naid  Paukatu.;k  River,  says  1  hii  xame  shall  be  held  to  them,  && 
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"Any  Grant,  or  Clau8e  in  a  late  Grant,  to  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  Connecticut  Colony  in  America,  to  the  Contrary 
thereof,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding  The  aforesaid  Patika- 
taok  Hiver,  *  having  l)een  yielded,  after  much  Debate,  for  the 
fixed  and  oertan  Hounds,  between  these  our  said  Colonies  by 
the  Agents  thereof,  who  have  also  agreed,  that  the  said  Pauk- 
atook  River,  sliall  l>e  also  called,  alias  Naraganset  River,  and 
to  prevent  future  Disputes,  that  otherwise  might  arise,  for 
ever  hereafter  shall  be  construed,  deemed,  and  taken  to  be  the 
Naraganset  River,  In  our  late  Grant  to  Connecticut  Colony, 
mentioned,  as  the  Easterly  Hounds  of  that  Colony.*' 

It  is  said  John  Winthrop,  Esq  ;  of  New  London  In  Connecti- 
cut, a  Descendant  of  the  before  mentioned  Governor  Win- 
throp, has  in  his  Possession,  a  Letter  of  the  said  Governor  wrote 
from  England  giving  an  Account  that  he  had  been  obliged  to 
yield  before  the  King  and  Council,  in  favour  of  a  Mr.  Clarke 
who  Is  named  in  the  Rhode-Island  Charter,  the  Naraganset 
Country,  lying  t)etween  Paukatuck  River  on  the  West,  and 
I^araganset  River,  or  Hay,  on  the  East,  on  the  Ground,  that 
the  said  Mr.  Clark,  and  his  Associates,  had  purchased  the 
native  Right  of  the  Indians. — Mr.  Fenwick  in  his  Deed  to  old 
Connecticut  Jurisdiction,  engages  to  procure  this  Territory, 
if  it  shall  be  in  his  Power. — 

Duke  Hamilton  in  1635  obtained  a  Grant  of  all  the  Land  ly- 
ing between  Naraganset  Hay  and  Connecticut  River,  and  sixty 
Miles  l>ack  into  the  Country. — His  Claim  came  under  Consid- 
eration before  Commissioners  of  the  Crown  in  1665,  the  De- 
fence on  the  Part  of  Connecticut  was  as  follows. 


No.  10. 

••We  humbly  conceive  that  the  original  Patent  granted  from 
royal  Authority  to  the  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  others, 
1665.  Nobles  and  Gentlemen,  which  we  purchased  at  a  dear 
Rate,  is  lately  ratifyed  and  confirmed  by  our  gracious 
Sovereign,  under  the  broad  Seal  of  England,  the  most  abso- 
lute and  unqnest'Onable  Security  of  the  English  Subjects,  in 
which  Grant    the  Lands  forementioned  are  comprized.  —The 

♦See  Hutchinson's  Vol.  Collection  of  Papers,  page  414.  "  Narrative 
of  the  Coiumissioners  from  England  about  New  England,  speaking 
of  Conne<aicut,"  they  say,  '*  Their  Eastern  Bounds  are  determined  to 
**be  a  IJno  drawn  Westward  (should  bo  Northward)  from  the  Midst 
<«of  the  Road  going  over  Paukatuck  River  near  to  Shaw's  House," 


m  CUNNECTICUT  OLAIM  TO 

(imiit  to  Coiiiit^oticut  wait  preemleut  tu  that  of  Duke  Hamil- 
iDii,  Hpverul  Yeurh,  which  giveii  ub  to  conclude,  that  Propriety 
otTitlf,  will  buHtittled  upon  Priority  of  Graat. —The  Bounds 
.  of  our  Uliartur,  HH  tu  tiie  {^sterii  LimltB,  are  not  newly  de- 
viiHtd,  but  was  no  ilesnribed  in  a  (irauL  made  toruieriy  to  8ome 
l.ordr)  and  {rentleiiieu,  b^'ivring  Date  1631,  which  at  a  dear 
Kate  was  puroliotted  by  the  Colony  of  Conneotiout,  whioli 
Umikt,  though  «o  purchased,  we  were  unwilling  to  rely  upon. 
it  waotiNK  It  royal  Stamp.  — 

"We  have  had  peaceable  Posseiision  these  thirty  Yean,  free 
from  the  Ittuxt  Claim  of  any  other  that  ever  we  heard  of  to  this 
Day,  widch  perHuailex  ua  that  it  the  Duke's  Hl^hDesshadev^r 
Right  by  Virtue  of  hiiiUrant,  yet  that  Kight  pretented  Ix  ex- 
tent in  I^aw  many  Years,  sinoe  hiH  Majesty  our  itraeious  Sov- 
ereign was  pleaHeil  of  his  abundant  Power  and  Orace  to  liis 
Subjects  of  this  (Jolony,  so  far  to  declare  his  (roe  Reception  of 
the  Keasomi  foreinentioned,  of  our  Purchase  uiaile  and  Con- 
quest recovered,  and  likewise  by  our  Improvement*  and  I.^- 
bour  bestowed  upon  those  Lands,  as  to  insert  them  as  Motivea 
to  that  late  Kcnewal  of  our  Chartei. — 

"  It  was  conquered  by  the  People  of  Conneotloat. 

"  We  have  had  [leaceable  Possession  thiriy  Years. 

This  Defence  bears  Date  March  35,  16U5. 
Opinion  of  Uounnil. 

"1  am  of  Opinion,  that  these  Piirehasers,  by  Virtue  of  their 
Pni-ohaHe,  and  ho  long  uninterrupted  Possession  under 
IHOTi.  them,  have  an  undoubte<l  Right  and  Title  to  theoe 
GroumlKaml  Lands,  and  the  Buildini^sand  Improvements 
of  them,  and  ought  not  now,  after  ho  much  money  laid  out 
n|>oD  them,  and  such  Enjoyment  of  them,  be  disturbed  in  their 
Poasessluii  of  them. 

FRA.  PBMBERTON." 


No.    11. 
Querieifrom  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Annoara. 
"What  are  your  BoundH? 

"AuHwer.   The  reputed  and  known  Boundaries  are  the  Haaaa- 
chiiseltsnnthe  North;  Rhode  Inland  Colony  on  theEaat; 
ItfSO.  Long-lHiiind  Sound  <)n  the  South;  and  New-York  Pro- 
vince on  the  Went :  No  PoJTitK   theri-of  are  disputed,  ex- 
cept Home  Part  of  the  dividing  Line  betwixt  this  Celony  and 
New-York. 
■'What  ar^  your  Rivers? 
"Answer.  Between  the  NiirragHnHetRiverour  eastern  Connds, 


LANDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA.  WS 

and  Maroneok  Rivulet  our  Western  Bounds,  are  these  Rivers 
following— the  River  of  Connecticut— the  Pequot  River  at  New- 
London,  and  the  River  at  Stratford.*' 

It  being  found,  that  the  line  settled  by  the  Commissioners 
running  N.  N.  W.  from  Maroneck  River,  crossed  Hudson  River 
about  forty  or  fifty  Miles  above  the  City  of  New  York;  that 
Government  never  loft  importuning  the  Government  of  Con- 
necticut, until  they  brought  them  to  agree  to  a  now  Line  * 
about  seven  Miles  to  the  Eastward  at  the  Sea;  and  to  run 
Northward  at  the  Distance  of  twenty  Miles ;  East  of  every  Part 
of  Hudson's  River,  up  to  the  Massachusetts  South  Line.— This 
Line  begins  at  the  Mouth  of  Byrum  River,  and  after  taking 
several  Turns,  in  order  to  include  to  Connecticut  certain 
Towns  plantcMl  by  ihem,  proceeds  Northward,  as  before- 
1683.  mentioned.  This  Line  was  agreed  upon  in  1688,  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Crown  in  1700,  but  not  measured  out,  and 
carried  into  Execution,  until  sometime  about  the  Year  178^ 
wbon  a  Deed  of  Release  was  executed  on  the  Part  of  Conneo- 
ticnt  to  the  Government  of  New- York,  of  all  the  Lands  in  that 
Province,  lying  to  the  Westward  of  that  Line. 


APPENDIX— Part  II. 


No.  13. 
Extracts  J  torn  the  Records  of  the  Old  Colony  of  New-Haven, 

"  At  a  General  Court,  held  at  New-Haven,  the  11th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1644. 

**  Whereas  the  General  Court  for  this  Jurisdiction,  did  see 
Cause  to  put  forth  their  bei't  Endeavours  to  procure  a  Patent 
from  the  Parliament,  as  judging  it  a  fit  Season  now  for  that 
End ;  therefore  desired  Mr.  Gregson  to  undertake  the  Voyage 
and  Business,  and  agreed  to  furnish  him  Two  Hundred  Pounds 
in  this  Jurisdiction,  of  which,  in  Proportion  to  the  other  Plan- 
tations, New-Haven  is  to  pay  One  Hundred  and  Ten  Pounds 
in  good  merchantable  Braver— It  was  therefore  ordered,  that 
the  said  One  Hun<)red  and  Ten  Pounds  shall  be  procured  at 
the  Charge  of  the  Town,  to  stand  to  the  Terms,  and  bear  the 
Damage  that  may  come  thereby.  ** 
13-Voi.  XVIIL 
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No.  la 


"Itlu  ordered,  that  uiion  tho  Ailmittanoe  of  any  Uan,  osa 
Planter  into  fiiiy  I'ltintatloii  in  this  Jurisdlotlon,  the 
iei34.  fuuilu  mental  Laws  and  Orders,  nonce  ml  ng  Votes,  &0. 
shall  Ijeread  to  tliem,  and  If  approved,  the  Oatb  of  Fi- 
delity shall  be  administered  to  them ;  the  Plantation  which 
is  to  receive  them  being  satfsfled  In  other  Particulars  by  a  sat- 
iBfying  Certifloate  (rom  sufficient  credible  Persons  of  theirgood 
Behaviour  and  Conversation. 

"The  Governor  informed  the  Court,  that  Mr.  Leveridge  had 
been  ^with  him,  and  propounded  to  know  whether  tbair  Plan- 
tation at  Oyster  Bay  might  not  Join  and  bea<lmittedaHenit>er 
of  this  Colony ;  Ha  also  propounded  Bomn  Objections  about  a 
Patent,  about  public  ChargCH  in  this  Jurisdiction  above  othen, 
with  soinetliingabout  keeping  Courts  at  their  own  Plantation; 
all  which  was  answered,  so  as  he  objected  no  further,  but  de- 
sired tuknow,  if  upon  further  Speuch  with  their  Town,  they 
desire  to  bii  received,  whether  It  might  be  done  without  the 
general  Courts  meeting  a^ain.  The  Court  considered  of  what 
was  propounded,  and  declured,  that  if  upon  their  full  Undtir- 
stAuding  the  fundamental  Laws  and  Orders  for  Government 
here  established,  they  shall  desire  to  join,  and  that  they  do 
upon  their  Admittance  take  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  ns  before 
ordered,  and  in  a  Writing  subscribed  by  them,  ftolemnly  en- 
gage themselves  to  a  full  Observance  thereof,  they  may  be  re~ 
celved  a£  a  Member  of  this  Jurisdiction. 


No.  14. 
Al  a  General  Court  for  Iteio-Hawn,  16tA  March,  1044 
"John  Cooper,  having  I>een  to  Delaware  Bay,  retarned 
i044.   with  discouraging  Accounts. 

"  Voted,  That  they  will  be  at  Twenty  orThlrty  Pounds 
Chars^,  that  Mr.  Uoodyuar,  &o.  may  go  to  Delaware,  and 
carry  the  Commissioners  Letler.  and  treat  with  the  Swedes 
about  a  probable  Settlement  of  the  English,  upon  their  own 
Bight,  &c." 

It  appears  from  this  iJLntry,  that  threo  Swedish  Bhipe  had 
arrived  at  Delaware. 
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No.  15. 

At  a'Get^ral  Court  held  at  New  Baven  for  the  Jurisdiotion  the 

80^  of  Januai-y,  1G54. 

**  A  Petition  was  pres^anted  by  Thomas  Mnnson  and  John 
Cooper  of  New  Haven,  on  Behalf  of  a  Company  of  Persons  in- 
tending a  Remove  to  Delaware  Bay,  wherein  they  propounded 
that  for  the  Inlargement  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  tlie  Spread- 
ing of  the  Gospel  and  the  good  of  Posterity  therein,  that  they 
may  live  under  the  Wings  of  Christ,  they  would  afford  some 
Sncouragement  to  help  forward  so  publick  a  Work. 

^*  1.  That  two  Magistrates  Mr.  Samuel  £aton,  and  Mr.  Francis 
liewman,  may  have  Liberty  from  this  Court  to  go  in  Person  at 
first«  and  in  Case  they  see  not  themselves  called  to  lay  out  so 
much  of  their  £^tate,asis  like  to  be  disbursed  on  such  an  Under- 
taking, that  then  it  would  please  the  Court,  that  out  of  the  Juris- 
diction they  may  be  honourably  provided  for,  with  Men  that 
are  willing  to  lay  out  themselves  for  the  public  good. 

**  2.  In  the  Case  there  l)e  an  Undertaking,  they  that  go,  may, 
at  first,  go  under  the  Protection  of  this  Jurisdiction,  and  that 
in  Case  of  any  Affront,  the  Jurisdiction  will  engage  to  assist, 
till  by  the  Blessing  of  God,  they  may  be  able  of  themselves  to 
set  up  a  Commonwealth,  according  to  the  Fundamentals  for 
Government  laid  at  New- Haven. 

' '  3.  That  seeing  our  Numbers  are  yet  small,  about  or  betwixt 
50  or  GO  we  desire  the  Court  to  consider  what  Number  they 
think  may  be  a  competent  Number,  that  we  may  servo  God*s 
Providence,  cmd  yet  not  let  the  Work  fall  for  want  of  too  great 
fft  Number. 

*'4.  That  two  great  Guns  and  Powder,  and  what  belongs  to 
them,  might  be  granted. 

^*  5.  Seeing  that  most  that  have  purposed  to  go,  do  only  for 
public  Respects  undertake,  and  not  for  any  Need  at  present, 
and  thereupon  do  leave  their  Houses  and  Lands  without  that 
.Improvement,  that  they  themselves  did  make ;  they  desire  that 
for  some  Time,  as  the  Court  shall  think  meet,  they  may  be 
freed  from  Rates  and  publick  Charges. 

*^6l  Seeing  that  they,  whose  Hearts  God  shall  incliheto  under- 
take at  first,  are  Men,  for  the  general,  of  no  great  Estates,  and 
some  cannot  go  without  Help,  we  desire,  that  a  sum  of  Money 
may  be  raised  in  this  Jurisdiction,  which  may  be  employed 
either  to  buy  a  small  Vessel,  that  may  attend  the  Service,  or 
otherwise  as  shall  bp  thought  meet.  Now  that  which  occa- 
sions this  last,  is  not  only  the  Sense  of  the  great  Expense  and 
Charge  at  first*  and  the  present  Need  that  some  have  now ;  but 
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alflu  we  liavi)  liuard  from  huadry,  that  generttlly  Hen  .are  wfll- 
iag  to  help  oil  thw  Work,  eithar  liy  Person  or  Estates.  Thus 
beggiaff  Pardon  fur  our  BoldneiM,  we  humbly  desire  to  com- 
mit all  your  CaueultiitloiiH  unto  tlie  Direction  of  the  Qod  of 
Wisdom. 

"  And  so  remain,  * 

"  Yours,  to  be  oommanded,  ' 

'•JOHNOOOl'ER, 
•'TH.   MUN80N. 
"N«w-Haven,  "In  theBehaK  of  the  Beat. 

■'  the  80th  of  the  11th  Month. 

■M054." 

To  which  the  Court  r«lurned,~ 

"  That  havlug  read  and  considered  a  Paper  of  somd  Propo^ 
flitionA,  presented  by  Thomas  Munson  and  John  Cooper  of 
New-Haven,  in  the  Name  and  Behalf  of  sundry  PersonBOf  this 
Jurisdiotiiin,  and  elsewhere,  appearing  as  Un  Jertakers,  for  thA 
flrst  planting  of  Delawart-.  in  order  to  tlie  public  Good  of  this 
Jurisdiction  and  the  Enlargement  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 
In  these  Parts,  <lo  return  In  Answer  a.i  foUoweth.— 

"I.  That  tliey  art)  willing  so  far  to  deny  themselves  for  tha 
furtherance  of  that  Work,  in  onler  to  the  Gnda  prolioanded, 
iiH  to  grant  Ijlberty  to  one  or  both  of  tliose  Magistrates  iiieu- 
'  tloned,  to  gu  along  with  tbem,  who,  with  such  other  lit  Per- 
BOQH  aa  thiH  (^ourt  xliail  Kee  meet  to  join  with  them,  may  be  Ita- 
powered  for  managing  of  all  Matters  of  civil  Government  there, 
according  to  such  Commission  aa  shall  be  given  them  by  this 
(lourt. 

"  3.  That  they  wilt  either  take  the  Propriety  of  all  the  pur- 
chuHM)  JiandH  into  their  own  Hands,  or  leave  it  to  tuoh  Bs'shall 
undertake  the  I'lanting  of  it ;  provided  that  It  be  and  remain 
a  Part  or  Meml>er  of  thin  Jurisdiction— And  for  tfaeir  Bnoour- 
ogiMuont  they  purfHise,  when  Ood  shall  so  inlarge  the  EngllHh 
l^luntations  in  Delaware  an  that  they  shall  grow  the  (Greater 
Part  of  the  J  urisdlction,  that  then  due  Consideration  shall  he 
taken  for  the  Bine  anil  Convcniency  of  iioth  Parts,  as  that 
(hit  rtoveraor  may  be  one  Year  in  one  Part,  and  the  next  Vear 
in  another,  and  the  Deputy  Governortobe  intbat  Portwhere 
the  Governor  if  not;  ami  that  Oencral  ('ourts  for  making  Laws 
limy  be  onlinarily  but  onee  ii.  Yeur.  and  where  the  Governor 
resides,  and  if  (Mil  tiiucIi  IncrvaKt^PlantatlouHln  Delaware,  and 
diminish  them  in  thene  Parts,  then  iK>sHilily  I  hey  may  Bee  cause 
that  the  (Jovi'rn()r  nmy  Im  i^nstanlly  there,  and  the  Deputy 
aovemor  here,  but  that  ihe  l<^Msi<r  Part  of  the  Jurisdiction  1m< 
proteiiled  anil  eastiil  by  the  gri-ater  Part,  bolh  in  Rates  and 
utherwiee.  which  they  concetvo  will  he  lioth  agreeable  to  God 
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aod  j(a3  appears  by  the  conolusions  of  the  Coramissioners  Anno 
IOaI)  inoBt  8ati8fyini<  to  the  Rest  of  the  united  Colonies. 

"S.  That  for  the- Matter  of  Charf^e  propounded  for  Encour- 
agement to  be  given  or  lent,  to  help  on  their  first  Beginnings, 
tbey  will  propound  the  Thing  to  the  several  particular  Plan- 
tations^  and  promote  the  Business  for  procuring  something 
that  may, .and  shall  return  their  Answer  with  all  convenient 
Speed." 

At  a  G^eneral  Court,  &c.  July  5,  1654. 

**A  Letter  was  now,  by  Order  of  this  Court,  sent  to  the 
Swedes  at  Delaware  Bay,  informing  them  of  the  Propriety, 
which  some  in  this  Colony  have  to  large  Tracts  of  Land,  on 
bo^h  Sides  of  Delaware  Bny  and  River,  and  desiring  a  neigh- 
boarly  CoiTOBponding  with  them,  both  in  Trading  and  Plant- 
ing tbere**. 


No.  16. 

Ftom  the  Book  of  Commissioners  uf  United  Colonies, 

This  Year  at  Cambridge,  the  Commissioners  for  the  Massa- 
obasetts,  by  Virtue  of  a  joint  Conquest  with  ConnecMcat, 
1638.  laid,  Claim  to  some  of  the  Lands  belonging  to  the  Pe- 
quots,  with  Right  of  Jurisdiction  thereof.  ** 


No.  17. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  at 

NetD-Baven,  September  8,  1646. 

An  English  Plantation  being  lately  begun  by  Mr.  John  Win- 
throp«  Junior,  at  *  Pequot,  a  Question  grew,  to  which  Colony. 

the  Jurisdiction  should  belong? 

**The  Commissioners  for  the  Massachusetts  propounded  an 

Interest  by  Conquest— the  Commissioners  for  Connecticut, 
by  t  Patent.  Purchase  and  Conquest ;-  it  was  remembered, 
that  in  a  Treaty  betwixt  them  at  Cambridge,  163^^,  not  per- 
fected, a  Proposition  was  madf,. that  Pequot  River,  in  Refer- 
ence to  the  Conquest,  should  be  the  Bounds  betwixt  them  ;  but 
Mr. 'Feiiwjck  was  not  then  here  to  plead  that  Patent,  nor  had 
Connecticut  then  any  Title  to  these  Lands,  by  Purchase  or 


•Now^London. 

\  ^Bieaniog  the  Deed  from  M  r.  Ken  w  i c k . 
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Deed  of  Gift  from  Unoas,  but  tbe  Plantation  Is  on  the  Wett 
Bide  of  Pequot.  and  do  withtti  the  Bounds  at  flrnt  propoundad 
for  Gonneotiout,  the  GoinmiisBioiieni  jointly  agreed,  that  an 
^Dgllsh  Plantation  there,  being  well  ordered,  may,  la  iondry 
Respects,  be  of  good  Use  to  all  the  Colonies,  and  that  It  Is  fit 
it  should  have  all  due  Kuoouragement,  only  they  oonoelTed. 
unless  the  Hassaoh use tts  hereafter  shew  t>etter  Title,  Uia  Jaria- 
diotioD  sliould  belong  to  Oonneetlout. " 


No.  18. 

From  New-Haven  Qeneral  Court  It  was  proponnded  to  the 
Commissioners,  what  Coarse  miglit  be  token  for  the  spdedy 
planting  of  Delaware -Bay— the  Title  some  Merohante  of  New- 
Haven  have,  by  Purchase  from  Indians  on  both  Sldee  of  the 
Biver— what  had  passed  at  a  former  Meeting,  Anno  1US— the 
HealthfulnesBof  the  Place,  Ooodness  of  Land,  with  the  Ad- 
vantages of  a  well  ordered  Trade  there  ;^tbe  New-Haven  Her- 
oliantsareleftto  their  Just  Liberty  to  dispose.  Improve  or  plant 
tbe  Lands  they  have  purehased  in  these  Parts,  or  any  Part 
thereof,  as  they  shall  see  Cause. 

"The  Goiiimlsdioners  for  New-Haven  informed  and  com- 
plained—Ist.  That  whereas,  by  their  Agents,  the^  h^  dnly 
purchased  of  the  Indian  Sacliems,  and  their  Companies,  sev- 
eral Tracts  or  Parcels  of  Land,  on  both  Sides  i)elaware-Ba)r 
or  River,  to  which  neither  tbe  Vutoh  or  Swedes  had  any  Jnat 
Title,  yet,  without  any  legal  Protest  or  Warning,  Mr.  Kleft. 
the  then  Duloh  Governor,  sent  armed  Men.  A.  D.  1642,  and  by 
Force,  in  a  liostile  Way,  burnt   their  Tradlng-boase,  Ml«ad. 

and  for  some  Time  detained,  the  Goods  In  It,  &0. 
1038.    "  The  CommissionerBof  the  united  Colonies  settled  a  Line 
o(  Partition  of  the  Ground  conquered  from  the  Pequots. — 
And  Btonington  was  about  this  Time  settled  by  the  Maasa- 
ehusetlB  People,  and  called  Southerton. 


No.  IB. 

The    Deciai-iilioii   ugainflt   the   Dutch   seU   forth.  That    the 

united   linglish  ColoniE^H,  expiicting  a  just  and  nelgh- 

J653.    hourly  Corresponilt'iicy  imd    Intercourse  from  and  with 

the  Dutch,  living  at  anci  ;il)f>uf  the  Manhatoes.  which  they 

<-all  New  Netherlands,  llio'  the  Phice  fall  within  that  Part  qr 
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Traot  of  America,  called  New-England,  lying  and  being  in 
Breadth  from  40  to  48  Degrees  of  northerly  Latitude,  which, 
both  in  Europe  and  here,  is  well  known  by  ancient  Patents  to 
be  granted,  by  the  Kings  of  England,  to  their  Subjects,  to 
settle  and  plant  upon,  have  met  with  a  constant  Course  of 
Opposition,  &c.  from  the  Dutch. 

**  That  the  English,  before  or  when  they  began  to  build,  fence 
or  plant  in  the  said  Parts,  did  generally  purchase  to  them- 
selves from  the  Indians,  the  true  Proprietors,  a  just  Right 
&nd  Title  to  the  Lands  they  meant  to  improve,  if  they  found 
not  the  Place  vacuum  Domicilium.-- 

'*  First,  letting  pass  an  hostile  Affront  and  Injury  Oapt. 
Howe«  and  his  Company,  received  from  the  former  Governor 
Kieft/at  Long-Island,  Anno  1050,  the  English  at  New-Haven, 
upim  a  due  Title,  both  by  *  Patent  and  Purchase,  built  within 
tl^eir  own  just  limits  a  small  Town  or  Village,  called  Stamford ; 
bat  about  two* Years  after,  the  said  Governor  Kieft  sent  Men 
armed  to  challenge  the  Place,  as  within  the  Dutch  Limits  and 
Jurisdiction,  &c.  the  Dutch  having  never  had  Possession  of 
any  Part  of  the  Place,  nor  to  this  Day  could  ever  shew  any 
Shadow  of  Right  to  it. 

*'In  the  same  Year,  1650,  [should  be  1640]  the  English  at 
New-Haven  sent  Men  to  view  and  purcliase  Part  of  Delaware- 
Bay,  but  with  express  Direction,  not  to  meddle  with  any 
Thing  the  Dutch  or  Swedes  had  Right. unto,  &c.  Kieft  wrote 
to  John  Johnson,  the  Dutch  Agent  at  Delaware,  to  hold  a 
Correspondence  with  the  English  there,  which  accordingly  he 
did  at  first,  and  shewed  them  how  far  the  Dutch  and  Swedes 
Title  or  Claim  reached— the  rest  he  said  the  English  might 
purchase,  &c  but  afterwards,  &c.  the  Indians  being  free, 
[probably  means  *' willing'*]  the  English  Agents,  at  several 
Times,  from  the  several  Proprietors,  purchased  large  Tracts  of 
Ijand  on  both  Sides  of  Delaware-Bay  and  River,  and  began  to 
plant,  and  to  set  up  Houses  for  Trade,  within  their  own  Limits ; 
but,  &a  — Here  follows  a  Narrativeof  the  Abuses  offered  to  these 
Settlers  by  the  Dutch  and  Swedes,  then  follows-— **And  soon 
aft^r,  bya  Protest  in  Dutch,  dated  October  13,  1647,  New 
Stile,  he  enlarges  his  Claim  to  all  the  Lands,  Rivers,  Streams, 
&a  from  Cape-Henlopen  (which  may  be  about  Virginia)  to 
Cape  Cod,  from  which  drawing  any  Line  to  the  North,  North- 
west, or  West,  he  wholly  takes  in  or  encroaches  far  upon  all 
the  United  Coloniea  ** 

*The  general  Patents  before  spoken  of  'tis  supposed,  as  they  bad 
none  tfaemsel  ves. 
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Continuation  of  Extracts  from  the  Records  of  the  old  Ntw- 

Haven  Colony, 

When  the  Charter  from  King  Charles  the  Second  was  ob- 
tained and  sent  over,  some  Persons  from  Hartford  went  down 
to  New -Haven,  and  served  them  with  a  Copy  of  the  same, 
and  demanded  their  Submission,  as  being  included  within  it ; 
upon  which  the  People  of  New- Haven  Colony,  being  much 
alarmed,  met  together  in  General  Assembly,  and  after  debat- 
ing the  Matter  warmly,  being  much  opposed  to  coming  under 
the  Charter,  they  sent  a  Letter  to  Hartford,  complaining  of 
the  Injury  done  them,  in  which,  among  other  Things,  they 
say— 

*•  As  for  the  Patent  upon  your  Petition  granted  to  yoa»  we 
object  not,  &o.— but  if  the  Line  of  your  Patent  doth  circum- 
scribe this  Colony,  &c.— This  Letter  is  dated  May  6,  1668. 

And  after  much  Altercation,  New-Haven  Colony  appealed  to 
the  King,  to  declare  his  Intention  with  regard  to  the  Charter's 
including  that  Colony  or  not ;  and  thereupon  they  drew  up 
what  they  call  A  State  of  their  Case^  which  gives  a  Sort  of 
History  of  their  Colony  to  that  Time,  and  is  in  the  following 
Words,  viz. 


No.  20. 

The  Writings  sent  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  here 
foUoto,  and  the  First  is  called^  New-Ha^n  Case  Stated, 

Honoured  and  Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

We,  the  General  Court  of  New-Haven  Colony,  being  sensi- 
ble of  the  many  Wrongs  which  this  Colony  hath  suffered  lately, 
by  your  unjust  Pretences  and  Encroachments  upon  our  Just 
Rights,  have  unanimously  consented,  tho'  with  Grief  of  Heart, 
being  compelled  thereunto,  to  declare  unto  you,  and  unto  all 
whom  the  Knowledge  thereof  may  concern,  what  yourselves 
do  or  may  know  to  be  true,  as  followeth  :— 

1.  That  the  first  Beginning  of  these  Plantations  by  the  Sea 
Side,  in  these  Western  Parts  of  New- England,  being  engaged 
to  sundry  Friends  in  London,  and  in  other  Places  about  Lon- 
don (who  purposed  to  plant  some  with  them  in  the  same 
Town,  and  others  as  near  to  them  as  they  might)  to  provide 
for  themselves  some  convenient  Places  by  the  Sea  Side,  arrived 
at  Hoston,  in  the  Massachusetts  (having  a  special  Right  in 
their    Patent,  two  of  them  being  joint  Purchasers  ♦  of  it  with 


♦Mr.  Eaton,  and  ethers. 
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others,  and  one  of  them  a  Patentee,  and  one  of  the  AssistantR 
ohoBeA  for  the  New-England  Company  in  Loudon)  where  they 
abode  all  the  Winter  following;  but  not  finding  there  a  Plaoe 
saitable  to  their  Purpose,  were  perswaded  to  view  these  Parts, 
whioh  t^ose  that  viewed  approved ;  nnd,  before  their  Removal, 
finding  that  no  English  were  planted  in  any  Place,  from  the 
Fort  called  Say  Brook  to  the  Dutch,  purposed  to  purchase  of 
the  Indians,  the  natural  Proprietors  of  those  Lands,  that  whole 
Tract  of  Jjand  by  the  Sea  Coast  for  themselves,  and  those  that 
should  come  to  them,  which  they  before  signified  to  their 
Friends  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut  Colony,  and  desired  that 
some  fit  Men  from  thence  might  be  employed  in  that  Business, 
at  their  proper  Cost  and  Charges  who  wrote  to  them :  unto 
which  Letters  having  received  a  satisfactory  A  nswer,  they  ac- 
quainted the  Court  of  Magistrates  of  Massachusetts  Colony 
with  their  Purpose  to  remove,  and  the  Grounds  of  it,  and, 
with  their  Consent,  began  a  Plantation  in  a  Place,  situated  by 
the  Sea;  called  by  the  Indians  Quinnipiaug.  which  they  did 
purchase  of  the  Indians,  the  true  Proprietors  thereof,  for 
themselves  and  their  Posterity,  and  have  quietly  possessed  the 
same  about  six  and  twenty  Years,  and  have  buried  great  Es- 
tates in  Buildings,  Fencings,  clearing  the  Ground,  and  in  all 
Sorts  of  Husbandry,  without  any  Help  from  Conecticut,  or 
Dependance  upon  them,  and,  by  voluntary  Consent  among 
themselves,  they  settled  a  Civil  Court  and  Government  among 
themselves,  upon  such  Fundamentals  as  were  established  in 
Maasaohusetts,  by  Allowance  of  their  Patent,  whereof  the  then 
Governor  of  the  Bay,  the  Right  Worshipful  Mr.  Winthrop, 
sent  us  a  Copy,  to  improve  for  onr  best  Advantage.— These 
Fundamentals  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Quinnipiaug  ap- 
proved, and  bound  themselves  to  submit  unto  and  maintain, 
and  chose  Theophilus  Eaton,  Esq  ;  to  be  their  Governor,  with 
as  good  Right  as  Connecticut  settled  their  Government  among 
themselves,  and  continued  it  above  twenty  Years,  without  any 
Patent. 

2.  That  when  the  Help  of  Mr.  Eaton,  our  Governor,  and  some 
others  from  Qninnipiaug,  was  desired,  for  ending  of  a  Con- 
troversy at  Weathersfield,  a  Town  in  Connecticut  Colony,  it 
being  judged  necessary  for  Peace,  that  one  Party  should  re- 
move their  Dwellings,  upon  equal  satisfying  Terms  proposed, 
the  Governor,  Magistrates,  &c.  of  Connecticut  offered,  for 
their  Part,  that  if  the  Parties  that  would  remove  should  find 
a  tit  Pla«5e  to  plant  in,  upon  the  River,  Connecticut  would 
grant  it  to  them :  and  the  CTOvernor  of  Quinnipiaug  (now  called 
New-Haven)  and  the  rest  there  present,  joined  with  him,  and 
promised,  that  if  they  should   find  a  fit  Place  for  themselves. 
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by  the  Sea-Side,  New-Haven  would  grant  it  onto  them,. wbic^ 
accot*dhigly  New-Haven  performed;  and  so  the  Town  of  Stam- 
ford begun,  and  became  a  Member  of  New-Haven  Colony,  and 
so  oontinueth  unto  this  I>ay.— Thus,  in  a  public  Assembly  of 
Connecticut,  was  the  distinct  Right  of  Connecticut  upon  the 
River,  and  of  New-Haven  by  the  Sea-Side,  declared,  with 
(Consent  of  the  Governor,  Magistrates,  Ministers,  and  better 
Sorts  of  the  People  of  Connecticut,  at  that  Time. 

3.  Sundry  other  Townships  by  the  Sea-Side,  and  Southold  on 
Ijong-Island  (being  settled  in  their  Inheritances  by  Right  of 
Purchase  of  their  Indian  Proprietors)  did  voluntarily  join  them- 
selves to  New-Haven,  to  be  all  under  one  Jurisdiction,  by  a  firm 
Engagement  to  the  Fundamentals  formerly  settled  in  New- 
Haven  ;  whereupon  it  was  called  New-Haven  Colony.  The 
General  Court  being  thus  constituted,  chose  the  said  Theo- 
philus  Eaton.  Esq;  a  Man  of  singular  Wisdom,  Godliness  and 
Experience,  to  be  the  Governor  of  New -Haven  Colony,  and 
they  chose  a  competent  Number  of  Magistrates,  and  otlial*  Offi- 
cers, for  the  several  Towna  Mr.  Eaton  so  well  managed  that 
great  Trust,  that  he  was  chosen  Governor  every  Tear  while 
he  lived.  All  this  Time  Connecticut  never  questioned  what 
was  done  at  New-Haven,  nor  pretended  any  Right  to  it,  or  to 
any  of  the  Towns  belonging  to  this  Colony,  nor  objeoted  against 
our  being  a  distinct  Colony. 

4.  When  the  Dutch  claimed  a  Right  to  New-Hayen«  and  all 
along  the  Coast  by  the  Sea-Side,  it  being  reported  that  they 
would  set  up  the  Prince  of  Orange's  Arms,  the  Governor  of 
New-Haven,  to  prevent  that,  caused  the  King  of  England's 
Arms  to  be  fairly  cut  in  Wood,  and  set  up  on  a  Post,  in  the 
Highway,  by  the  Sea-Side,  to  vindicate  the  Right  of  tbe  Eng- 
lish, without  consulting  Connecticut,  or  seeking  their  Conour- 
rence  therein. 

5.  In  the  Year  1643,  upon  Weighty  Considerations,  an  Union 
of  four  distinct  Colonies  was  agreed  upon  by  all  New-England 
(except  Rhode-Island)  in  their  several  General  Court*,  and 
was  established  by  a  most  Holemn  Confederation,  whereby  they 
bound  themselves,  mutually  to  preserve  unto  each  Colony  its 
icntire  Jurisdiction  within  itself  respectively,  and  to  avoid  the 
putting  of  two  into  one  by  any  Act  of  their  own,  without  the 
Consent  of  Confederacy  from  the  four  unitevi  Colonies,  which 
were  from  that  Time,  and  still  are,  called  and  known  by  the 
Title  of  The  four  United  Colonies  of  New-England.  Of  thetfe 
Colonies  New-Haven  ^vas  aii<l  is  one;— and  in  this  solemn  Con- 
federation C'onneetieiit  Joined  with  the  rest  and  with  us. 

«.  In  the  Yrar  1044,  the  General  C<^urt  for  New-Haven  Col?- 
ony,  then  sitting  in  Ihe  Town  of  New-Haven,  agreed  unani- 
mously to  send  to  l^^ntrland  for  a  i^iient,  and,  in  the  Year  1645. 
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committed  the  proonring  of  it  to  Mr.  Grigsoti,  one  of  our  Mag- 
istrates, who  entered  upon  his  Vovat^e  in  January  that  Year, 
from  New-Haven,  furnished  with  some  Beaver,  in  order  there- 
unto as  we  suppose ;  but,  by  the  Providence  of  God,  the  Ship 
and  all  the  Passengers  and  Goods  were  lost  at  Sea,  in. their 
Passage  towards  England,  to  our  Grief,  and  the  Frustration  of 
that  Design  for  that  time ;  after  which  the  Troubles  in  England 
put  a  Stop  to  our  proceeding  therein.  This  was  done  with 
the  Consent  and  Desire  of  Connecticut  to  confer  with  New- 
Haven  therein  ;  whereby  the  Difference  of  Times,  and  of  Men's 
Spirits  In  them,  may  be  discovered,  for  then  the  Magistrates 
of  Connecticut,  with  Consent  of  their  General  Court,  knowing 
oar  Purpose,  desired  to  join  with  New-Haven  in  procuring  Hiat 
Patent,  for  common  Privileges  to  both  in  their  distinct  Juris- 
dictions, and  left  it'to  Mr.  Eaton's  Wisdom,  to  have  the  Patent 
framed  accordingly.  But  now  they  seek  to  procure  a  Patent, 
without  the  Concurrence  of  New-Haven,  and  contrary  to 
our  Minds  expressed  before  this  Patent  was  sent  for,  and  to 
their  own  Promise,  and  to  tlie  Terms  of  the  Confederation,  and, 
without  sufficient  Warrant  from  their  Patent,  they  have  in- 
vaded our  Rights,  and  seek  to  involve  New-Haven  under  Con- 
necticut Jurisdiction. 

7.  That  in  the  Year  1646,  when  the  Commissioners  first  met 
at  New-Haven,  Kieft,  the  then  Dutch  (Governor,  by  Letter 
expostulated  with  the  Commissioners,  by  what  Warrant  they 
met  at  New-Haven,  without  his  Consent,  seeing  it,  and  all  by 
the  Sea  Coast,  belonged  to  his  Principals  in  Holland,  and  to 
the  Lords  the  States  General.  The  Answer  to  that  I*etter  was 
framed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  Governor  of  New -Haven,  and  then  Pres- 
idcmt  of  the  Commission,  approved  by  all  the  Commissioners, 
and  sent  in  their  Names,  with  their  Consent,  to  the  then  Dutch 
Governor,  who  never  replied  thereunto. 

a  That  this  Colony,  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  Charles 
the  First,  received  a  liCtter  from  the  Committee  of  TiOrds  and 
Commons  for  foreign  Plantations,  then  sitting  at  M^estmin^ 
ster,  which  Letter  was  delivered  to  our  Governor  Mr.  Eaton, 
for  freeing  the  several  distinct  Colonies  of  New-England  from 
Molestation,  by  the  appealing  of  troublesome  Spirits  unto  Eng- 
land, whereby  they  declared,  that  they  had  dismissed  all  Causes 
depending  before  them  from  New  England,  and  that  they  ad- 
vised all  Inhabitants  to  submit  to  their  respective  Govern- 
ments there  established,  and  to  acquiesce  when  their  Causes 
shall  be  there  heard  and  determined,  as  it  is  to  be  seen  more 
largely  expressed  in   the  Original,  which  we  have  subscribed 

[thus] Your  assured  Friends, 

Pkmbrokk,  Manchkstkr,  Warwick, 

W.  Say  &  Sral,        Fr.  Dacre,  Denbigh. 
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In  this  Ordnr  they  subscrn>ed  their  Namen,  with  their  own 
Hfttide,  whfoh  we  have  to  shew,  and  they  Inenribed  or  diracltMl 
this  fjetter — To  our  worthy  Pr<«n<le,  Iho  CJovemor  and  Amiut- 
ants  of  the  PJantations  of  New-Haven,  in  Nnw-Kngland. — 
Whereby  you  may  oiearly  see,  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  and  the  I>ord  Vienount  Say  and  Seal  (lately  onp 
of  his  HaJeBty'sthatnuwis,  King  Charles  the  Second,  his  Host 
Honourable  Privy  Council,  as  also  the  RlKht.Hononr&ble  Earl 
of  Bfanoliestitr  Htm  ia)  had  no  Purpose  after  New-Haven  Col- 
ony, sttnated  by  th(>  Sea  Side,  was  settlei]  to  be  a  disttnot 
Government,  that  It  should  be  put  under  the  Patent  for  Con- 
nectloot,  whereof  they  had  only  framed  a  Copy,  before  any 
Honse  was  erected  by  the  Sea  Side,  from  theFort  to  the  Putoh: 
which  yet  was  not  signed  and  sealed  by  the  last  King  for  a 
Patent,  nor  had  you  any  Patent  till  your  A^nt,  Ur.  Wlnthrop, 
procured  it  about  two  Tears  since. 

ff.  That  In  the  Tear  1650,  when  the  Commissi  oners  for  the 
four  united  Colonies  of  New-Bngland  met  at  Hartford,  the 
now  Uutcb  Governor  being  then  and  there  present,  Mr.  itetrin, 
the  then  Qovernor  of  Naw-Haven  Colony,  complained  of  ths 
Dutch  Governor's  encroaching  upon  our  Colony  ofNew-Havtn, 
l>y  taking  under  his  Jurisdiction  a  TowuHhip  Iteyond  Stam- 
ford, culled  Greenwich,  nil  the  nominisHionerM  (as  well  for  Con- 
neotlcnt,  as  for  the  other  Colonies)  conchided  that  Greenwich, 
and  four  Miles  beyond  it,  belongs  to  New-Haven  Jurlsdietion, 
whereunto  the  Dntoh  Governor  then  yielded,  nnd  restored  it  to 
New-Haven  Colony.  —Thus  weru  onr  Bounds  Westward  settled 
by  Consont  of  all. 

10.  That  when  the  Hononrablt?  Governor  of  Connecticut. 
John  Wlnthrop,  Esq  ;  had  consented  to  undertake  a  Voyaf^e  for 
England,  to  procure  a  Patent  for  Connecticut,  In  tho  Tear 
1601.  a  Friend  warned  him  by  Letter  not  to  have  his  Hand 
in  so  unrighteous  an  Act,  as  so  far  to  extend  the  Tilne  of  their 
Patent,  that  the  Colony  of  New-Haven  should  be  Involved 
within  it.  For  Answer  thereunto,  he  was  pleased  to  certify 
that  Friend  In  two  Letters,  which  he  wrote  from  two  several 
Places  Imfore  his  Departure,  that  no  stinh  Thing  was  intended, 
but  rather  the  contrary  ;  and  that  the  Magistrates  had  agreed 
and  expressed,  in  the  Presence  of  some  Ministers,  that  if  their 
Line  should  rt^ach  us  (which  they  knew  not,  the  Copy  l>eitlgln 
England)  yet  New-Haven  Colony  should  be  at  full  I.lbarty  to 
join  with  them  or  not.  This  Agreemt^nl,  so  attested,  made  as 
secure,  who  else  could  have  |irociir<!cl  n  Patent  for  ourselves, 
wherein  our  own  known  Kouiids.  a<'cording  to  Purchase,  with- 
out doing  any  Wronii  to  Connect icut  in  their  just  Bounds  and 
Limits,  would  have  been  expressed. 
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11.  That  notwithstanding  all  tlic  PremiseB,  iu  tho  Year  1669, 
when  you  had  received  your  Patent,  under  his  Majesty's  Hand 
and  Seal,  contrary  to  your  Promise  and  solemn  Confederation? 
and  to  common  Equity,  at  your  first  General  Assembly  (which 
yet  could  not  be  called  general  without  us,  if  we  were  under 
your  •  Patent,  seeing  none  of  us  were  called  thereunto)  you 
agreed  among  yourselves,  to  treat  with  New- Haven  Colony 
about  Union  by  your  Commissioners,  chosen  for  that  End. 
Within  two  or  three  Days  after  that  Assembly  was  dissolved, 
but  before  the  ending  of  that  Session,  you  made  an  unright- 
eous Breach  in  our  Colony,  by  taking  under  your  Patent  some 
of  ours  from  Stamford  and  from  Guilford,  and  from  Southold, 
contrary  to  your  Engagements  to  New- Haven  Colony,  and 
without  our  Consent  or  Knowledge.  This  being  thus  done, 
some  sent  from  you  to  treat  with  us  shewed  some  of  ours  your 
Patent,  which  being  read,  they  declared  to  yours,  that  New- 
Haven  'Colony  is  not  at  all  mentioned  in  your  Patent,  aiid 
gave  you  some  Rvasons  why  they  believed,  that  the'  King  did 
not  intend  to  put  this  Colony  under  Connecticut,  without  our 
Desire  or  Knowledge ;  and  they  added,  that  you  took  a  pre- 
posterous Coursa  in  iirst  dismembering  this  Colony,  and  after 
that  treating  with  it  about  Union  ;  which  is  as  if  one  Man,  pur- 
posing to  treat  with  another  about  Union,  first  cut  off  from  him 
an  Arm,  and  a  Leg,  and  an  Ear,  then  to  treat  with  him  about 
Union.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  also,  the  Teacher  of  the  Cliuroh 
at  Hartford,  was  one  of  the  Committee,  who  being  asked  what 
he  thought  of  this  Action,  answered,  that  he  would  not  justify 
it.  .  " 

12.  After  that  Conference,  our  Committee  sent,  by  Order  of 
the  General  Court,  by  two  of  our  Magistrates,  atid  two  of  our 
Elders,  &c.  a  Writing,  containing;  sundry  other  Reasons  for 
our  not  joining  with  you,  who  also,  finding  that  you  persisted 
in  your  own  Will  and  Way,  declared  to  you  our  own  Resolution 
to  appeal  to  his  Majesty,  to  explain  his  true  Intendment  and 
Meaning  in  your  Patent,  whether  it  was  to  subject  this  Colony 
under  it  or  not?  being  pers waded,  as  we  still  are,  that  it  neither 
was  nor  is  his  Royal  Will  and  Pleasure  to  confound  this  Col- 
ony with  yours,  which  would  destroy  the  so  long  continued, 
and  so  strongly  settled.  Distinction  of  the  four  united  Colonies 
of  New- England,  without  our  Desire  or  Knowledge. 

13.  That  accordingly  we  forthwitli  sent  our  Appeal  to  be 
humbly  presented  to  his  Majesty,  by  some  Friends  in  London; 
yet,  out  of  our  dear  and  tender  Respect  to  Mr.  Winthrop's 
Peace  and  Honour,  some  of  us  advised  those  Friends,  to  Gom« 
municato  our  Papers  Iirst  to  tho  Honourable  Mr.  Winthrop 
himself,  to  the   End  that  we  might   find   out  some  effectual 
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Bxpedieal',  to  put  a  kocmI  End  to  thiM  uncoinfortable  Diffennicfl 
between  you  am)  uh.  alen  to  prevent  our  liuinble  Addresa  toht* 
Majesty.  AccorrtinRly  It  was  done,  and  Mr.  Win throp stopped 
the  Prooetidinsof  our  Appeal,  by  undertaking  to  our  Friedito, 
that,— &e. 

If.  B.  The  rest  \n  wanting,  either  from  8onie  Leavea  being 
tore  or  lost  out  of  the  Book,  or  from  the  whole  being  never  en- 
tered. 

New-Haven  Colony  then  proceed  to  vote  to  apply  to  Eng- 
land for  n  Pat«nt  themHelves,  and  laid  a  Kate  to  bear  the  Bx- 
penoQ~and  vote  to  appoint  an  Agent  to  eollelt  the  Hattar. 


No.  31. 
QitoemoT  WiiUhrop's  I,eUbt  to  Conuectiout,  btfore-mantioTtsd. 

UHNTLBMKIi, 

I  am  informed  by  eome  Qentlumen  who  are  aotbortied  to 
nek  Remedy  here,  That  since  youhad  the  late  Patent,  there  bath 
been  Injury  done  to  the  Ooverninent  of  New-Haven,  and  in 
partloulai'  at  QuHford  and  Stanirord,  In  a<lm)tting  of  several 
of  the  Inhnbitanth  there  unto  Freedom  with  yon,  and  appoint- 
ing OHIcern,  which  hath  caused  PiviHionu  In  the  said  Townn, 
which  may  prove  of  daiigerous  Consequence,  If  not  timely  pre- 
vented, tho'  I  do  hope  the  Rise  of  it  la  from  Misiinderstandiirg, 
and  not  lii  DcBlgn  of  Prejudice  to  that  Colony,  for  whom  I 
RBVH  AsMUrance  to  their  PriendH,  that  their  Rights  and  Jnter- 
ents  Hhould  not  hn  disquieted  or  prejudiced  by  the  Patent,  but 
tf  both  Governments  would,  with  unanimous  Agreement,  iidfte 
In  one,  their  Priimdu  Judged  It  for  Advantage  to  both;  and 
further  I  must  let  yon  know,  that  Testimony  here  doth  atDrni, 
that  I  gave  AMmrance  before  Authority,  that  it  was  not  it»- 
tended  to  mcildlj  with  any  Town  or  Plantation  that  wm  set- 
tletl  under  any  other  rjovKrnment.  hnd  It  been  any  otherwltie 
Intended  or  declared,  it  had  been  injurious  In  taking  out  the 
Patent,  not  to  have  inserted  u  proportionable  Number  of  their 
Names  In  it.— Now  upon  the  Whole,  having  hod  HerloUB  Con- 
ferencuwIththelrFriends,  autnori/e<lby  thein.andwlthothers, 
who  are  Friends  to  both,  to  prevent  a  tedintiH  and  Chftrgeabie 
Trial,  and  uncertain  Kvent  here,  I  iimmlHed  them,  to  give  you 
speedily  this  RepreKciitntion,  how  far  yon  are  engaged,  if  any 
Injury  have  been  don.',  l)y  adinitlitig  of  Freemen,  or  appoint- 
ing OAicerH.ur  an  votlx-r  unjuft  intermeddling  with  New-Haven 
Colony,  ill  one  Kind  or  other,  without  the  Approbation  of  the 
Oovernment.  that  it  be  forthwith  recalled,  and  that  for  the 
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Futare,  thtsre  will  be  no  iinposinpr  Jn  any  Kind  upon  them,  nor 
admitting  of  any  Members  without  mutual  Consent,  but  thai 
all  Thing;s  be  acted  as  loving  neighbouring  Colonies,  08  before 
such  Patent  granted,  and  unto  this  I  judge  you  are  obliged, 
I  having  engaged  to  their  Agents  here,  that  this  will  be  by  you 
performed,  and  they  have  thereupon  forborne  to  give  you  or 
iDe  any  Trouble ;  but  they  do  not  Doubt,  but  upon  future  Coin 
sideration,  there  may  be  such  a  right  Understanding  between 
both  Qovernments,  that  an  Union  and  friendly  Joining  iiiay 
be  established,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  all.  which  at  my  Arrival 
I  shall  also  endeavour  (God  willing)  to  promote;  not  having 
more  at  present  in  this  Case,  I  rest. 

Your  humble  Servant, 

John  Winthrop. 

Sabsoription.  For  Major  John  Mason,  Deputy-Governor  of 
Connecticut  Colony,  and  the  rest  of  the  Court  there,  at  Hart- 
ford. 

17,  B.  Mr.  Winthrop  was  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  Col- 
ony, at  the  Time  of  writing  this  Letter,  and  soon  after  re- 
tarned  from  England,  and  was  with  the  Commissioners,  at 
the  Time  of  their  settling  the  Rounds  of  Honnecticut. 

August  11,  1664. 
Upon  Advice  being  received  from  Hartford,  as  coming  from 
Boston,  that  certain  Commissioners  were  appointed  by  the 
Crown  to  visit  the  New-  England  Colonies,  and  it  being  repre- 
sented to  New-Haven,  that  they  would  fare  hardly  without 
having  any  Charter,  they  agreed  that  Hartford  should  de- 
mand them,  as  being  within  their  Charter,  and  that  thereupon 
they.  New-Haven  Colony,  should  be  silent,  making  no  Opposi- 
tion while  the  Bounds  were  settling.  — And  thereupon  the  same 
were  settled  at  Maroneck  River,  as  baf ore-mentioned,  and 
which. included  them. — They  theu  wrote  to  Hartford  the  fol- 
lowing Jjetter. 


.        .  No.  32. 

A  Letter  from  New-Haven  Colony  to  Connecticut,  as  followeth, 

HONOURBD  GRNTLRMKN, 

We  have  been  silent  hitherto,  as  to  the  making  any  Griev- 
ance known  unto  the  King's  Counnissioners,  notwithstanding 
what  may  be  with  us  of  such  Nature,  from  the  sevet*al  Tran- 
sactions that  have  been  amongst  us,  are  desirous  so  to  con- 
tiniie  .  the  managing  of  these  A  flfairs  in  Ways  consistent  with 
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the  ancient  Confederation  of  tiie  United  Colonies/  ohoo^ing 
rather  to  siiffer,  tlian  to  bes:in  any  Motion  hazardful  to  I^ew- 
b^ugland  Settlements  in  Pursuanoe  whereof  (according  to  oar 
Promise  to  your  (ientlemen,  sent  lately  to  demand  oar  Sab- 
mission,  tho'  in  a  divided  if  not  dividing  Way,  within  our 
Towns,  severally  seeking  to  bring  us  under  the  Government 
of  yourselves  already  settled,  wherein  we  have  had  no  Hand  to 
settle  the  same,  and  before  we  had  cleared  to  our  Conviction 
the  certain  Limits  of  your  Charter,  which  may  justly  increase 
the  Scruple  of  too  much  Haste  in  that  and  former  Actings 
upon  us)  the  Generality  of  our  undivided  People  have  Orderly 
met  this  13th  of  Tentli  Month  (64)  and  by  the  Vote  endorsed, 
have  prepared  for  this  Answer  to  be  given  of  our  Submission, 
which  being  done  by  us,  then  for  the  Accommodations  of  Mat- 
ters betwixt  us  in  an  amicable  Way,  by  a  Committee,  ira- 
powered  to  issue  with  you  on  their  Behalf,  and  in  the  Behalf 
of  all  concerned,  according  to  Instructions  given  to  the  said 
Committee.— Wo  never  did,  nor  even  do  intend,  to  damnify 
your  moral  Rights  or  just  Privileges,  consistent  with  our  like 
honest  Enjoyments,  and  wo  would  hope  that  you  have  no  fur- 
ther Stej)  towards  us,  not  to  violate  our  Government  Interest, 
but  to  accommodate  us  with  that  wo  shall  desire,  and  the  Pat- 
ent bear,  as  hath  been  often  said  you  would  do;  and  surely 
you  have  the  more  Reason  to  be  full  with  us  herein,  seeing 
that  your  Success  for  Patent  Bounds  with  those  Gentlemen 
now  obtained,  seems  to  be  Debtor  unto  our  Silence  before 
them,  when  as  you  thus  by  single  Application  and  Audience 
issued  that  Matter,  you  thus  performing  to  Satisfaction,  we 
may  still  rest  silent,  and  according  to  Profession,  by  a  studi- 
ous and  cordial  Endeavour  v/ith  us  to  advance  the  Interest  of 
Christ  in  this  Wilderness  and  by  the  Lord's  Blessing  there- 
upon. Love  and  Union  between  us  may  be  greatly  confirmed, 
and  all  our  Comforts  enlarged,  which  13  the  earnest  Prajner  of. 

Gentlemen, 

yo:ir  loving  Friends  and  Neighbours  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Freemen  and  Inhabitants  of  New-Haven  Col- 
ony, now  assembled, 

Now- Haven,  Dec.  14,  1604.  Jamrs  Bishop,  Secretary, 

No.  23. 

Ansiner  from  Connectfmit  Colony  to  Tfe?/)- Haven. 

Hartford,  December  2t,  1664. 
Honoured  Gentlemen. 

We  have  refrived  yonrs,  dalod  tlio  14th  of  this  Instant,  signed 

by  James   Hishop,  &c.  whcioin  yo:i  are    pleased   to   mention 
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your  Silence  hitherto,  as  to  the  making  any  Grievance  known 
to  his  Majesty's  ComiuiHsioners.  notwithstanding  what  may 
be  with  you,  &c. — we  can  say  the  same,  tho'  we  had  fair  Op- 
portunities to  present  any  Thing  of  tliat  Nature.  —As  for  your 
Desire  to  manage  Affairs  consistent  with  the  Confederation, 
the  present  Motion  will,  we  hope,  upon  a  candid  Review,  not 
appear  any  ways  dissonant  therefrom ;  for  besides  the  Provi- 
sion meule  in  one  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  for  two  Col- 
onies uniting  in  one,  there  was  special  Provision  as  you  well 
know,  made  at  the  last  Session  of  the  Commissioners  to  that 
Purpose,  conjoined  with  pathetical  Advice  and  Council,  to  an 
amicableUnion.—Onr  too  much  Forwardness  with  New-Haven, 
&e.  is  not  so  clear,  seeing  those  Plantations  you  inhabit  are 
much  about  the  Center  of  our  Patent,  which  our  Charter 
limits  as  also  the  inclosed  Determination  of  his  Majesty's  hon- 
ourable Commissioners,  will,  to  your  Conviction,  be  apparent ; 
that  our  Success  for  Patent  Bounds  with  the  King's  Commis- 
sioners is  Debtor  to  your  Silence,  seems  to  us  strange,  when 
your  Non-compliance  was  so  abundantly  known  to  those  Gen- 
tlemen, yea,  the  News  of  your  Motions,  when  Mr.  Joseph  Allyn 
was  last  with  you,  was  at  New-York,  before  our  Governor's 
Departure  thence ;  notwithstanding  your  Silence,  and  yet  so 
good  an  Issue  obtained,  we  desire  such  Reflections  may  be 
buried  in  perpetual  Silence,  which  only  yourselves  necessitat- 
ing thereunto,  shall  revive  them,  being  willing  to  pursue  Truth 
and  Peace  as  much  as  may  be  with  all  Men,  especially  With 
our  dear  Brethren  in  the  Fellowship  of  the  Gospel,  and  Fel- 
low-Members of  the  same  civil  Corporation,  accommodated 
with  so  many  choice  Privileges,  which  we  are  willing,  after  all 
is  prepared  to  your  Hands,  to  confer  upon  you  equal  with  our- 
selves, which  we  wish  may  at  last  produce  the  long  desired 
Effect  of  your  free  and  cordial  Closure  with  us,  not  attributing 
any  Necessity  imposed  by  us,  further  than  the  Situation  of 
those  Plantations  in  the  Heart  of  our  Colony,  and  therein  the 
Peace  of  Posterity  in  tliejie  Parts  of  the  Country  is  necessarily 
included,  and  that  after  so  long  Liberty  to  present  your  Plea 
when  you  have  seen  meet.  — Gentlemen,  we  desire  a  full  Answer 
as  speedily  as  may  be,  whether  those  lately  impowered,  accept 
to  govern  according  to  their  Commission,  if  not,  other  meet 
Persons  to  govern  may  by  us  be  impowered  in  their  Room; 
thus  desiring  the  Lord  to  unite  our  Hearts  and  Spirits  in  Ways 
well  pleasing  in  his  Sight,  which  is  the  Prayer  of  your  very  lov- 
ing Friends,  the  Council  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Signed  by  their  Order,  by  me 

John  Allyn,  8ec7etarj/.'* 

14- Vol.  XVIII. 
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No.  24. 

I%e  Last  Reply  of  Nev>Haven  Colony  to  ConnecticuL 

Nbw-Haybn,  January  5,  1664. 
Honoured  Oentiemen^ 

Whereas  by  yours,  dated  December  21,  1664,  you  please  to 
say,  that  you  did  the  same  as  we,  not  making  any  Grievances 
known  to  the  Commissioners,  &c.  unto  that,  may  be  returned, 
that  you  had  not  the  same  Cause  so  to  do  from  any  Pretence 
of  Injury,  by  our  intermeddling  with  your  Colony  or  Govern- 
ment Interest,  unto  which  we  refer  that  Passage  for  oar  ex- 
]>ressing  Desires  to  manage  all  our  Matters  in  Confederacy  with 
the  Confederation,  we  hope  you  wilJ  not  blame  us ;  how  dis- 
sonant or  consonant  your  Actings  with  us  have  been,  we  leave 
to  the  Confederation  to  judge  as  their  Records  may  show— 
that  Article,  which  allows  two  Colonies  to  join,  doth  also,  with 
others,  assert  the  Justness  of  each  Colony's  distinct  Rights, 
until  joined  to  mutual  Satisfaction,  and  the  Provision  made 
in  such  Case  the  last  Session,  we  gainsay  not,  when  the  Union 
is  so  compleated,  and  a  new  Settlement  of  the  Confederation, 
by  the  respective  General  Courts,  accomplished—their  patheti- 
c^l  Advice  for  an  amicable  Union,  we  wish  may  be  so  attended— 
in  Order  thereunto,  we  gave  you  Notice  of  a  Committee  i>re- 
(lared  to  treat  with  you  for  such  an  Accommodation,  unto 
which  you  gave  i\s  no  Answer,  but  instead  thereof,  send  forth 
your  Edict  from  Authority  upon  us,  before  our  Conviction  for 
Submission  was  declared  to  you— the  Argument  from  our  in- 
termixt  Situation,  is  the  same  now  as  it  was  before  our  confed- 
erating and  even  since,  and  affords  no  more  Ground  now  to 
disannul  the  Government  than  before— we  might  marvel  at 
your  Strange,  why  we  should  think  your  Success  should  be 
Debtor  to  our  Silence,  and  that  because  the  News  of  our  Non- 
compliance was  with  the  Commissioners,  as  if  the  mere  News  of 
such  a  Thing  contained  the  Strength  of  all  we  had  to  say  or 
plead.— Gentlemen,  we  intreat  you  to  Consider,  that  there  is 
more  in  it  than  so,  yea,  that  still  we  have  to  alledge  Things  of 
Weight,  and  know  where  and  how,  if  we  choose  not  rather — 
Cetera  desunt. 


No.  2.1. 

T?it  Letter  Referred  to  in  Narrative  20,  or  State  of  NefO-Haven 

Case. 
CHARLES  R. 

Trusty  and  well   Beloved,  we   greet  you  well. —Whereas  we 
have   been    given    to    understand,   that    our    good    Subject.'*, 
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Thomad  Chiffinch,  John  Scott,  John  Winthrop,  Daniel  Denui- 
son,  Simon  Bradstreet,  Thomas  Miller,  Richard  Smith,  Edward 
Hutchinson,  Amos  Richardson,  John  Alcock,  William  Hudson, 
and  their  Associates,  having,  m  the  Right  of  Major  Asherton, 
a  just  Propriety  in  the  Narraganset  Country,  in  New-England, 
by  Grants  from  the  native  Princes  of  that  Country,  and  being 
desirous  to  improve  it  into  an  English  Colony  and  Plantation, 
to  the  enlarging  of  our  Empire  and  the  common  Good  of  our 
Subjects,  they  are  yet  daily  disturbed,  and  unjustly  molested 
in  their  Possession  and  laudable  Endeavours,  by  certain  un- 
reasonable and  turbulent  Spirits  of  Providence  Colony,  of  New- 
England  aforesaid,  to  the  great  Scandal  of  Justice  and  Govern- 
ment, and  the  imminent  Discouragement  of  that  hopeful  Plan- 
tation. 

**  We  have  therefore  thought  fit  hereby  effectually  to  recom- 
mend the  said  Proprietors  to  your  neighbourly  Kindness  and 
Protection,  the  Proprietors  to  be  permitted  peaceably  to  im- 
prove their  Colony  and  Plantation  in  New- England,  willing 
you,  on  all  Occasions,  to  be  asr^isting  to  them  against  such  un- 
just Oppressions  and  Molestations,  that  so  they  may  be  secured 
in  the  full  and  peaceable  Enjoyment  of  their  said  Country, 
according  to  the  Right  and  Title  they  have  to  it,  wherein  we 
will  not  Doubt  of  your  Readiness  and  Care,  and  shall,  on  all 
good  Occasions,  express  how  graciously  we  accept  of  your  Com- 
pliance with  this  our  Recommendation,  and  so  we  bid  you  Pare- 
well. 

Given  at  our  Court,  at  Whitehall,  the  2l8t  Day  of  June,  166:?, 
in  the  Fifteenth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

By  His  Majesty's  Command, 

Henry  Bknnett. 

His  Majesty's  Sign  Manual  annexed. 

—Indorsed  and  directed  as  followeth, — To  our  trusty  and 
well  beloved  Subjects,  the  Governor  and  Assistants  of  the 
Massachusetts,  Plymouth,  New-Haven,  and  Connecticut  Col- 
onies. 


No.  2«.  , 

Remarks. 

Here  ends  the  History  of  the  old  Colony  of  New-Haven, 
which  begun  in  a  voluntary  Association  for  the  Purposes  of 
Government,  and  who  extended  their  Settlements  wherever 
they  found  it  convenient.  Their  principal  Plantations  wen* 
along  the  Sea  Coa«t,  from  Guilford  on  the  East,  to  Greenwich, 
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«r  Rye,  OD  the  West,  with  the  Exoeptlone  of  Norwalh.  Patr- 
lleld  and  Stratford,  wliich  belongod  to  Hiirtford.  Hartford  old 
Colony  was  iiiontly  comprised  wltliin  a  Part  of  the  preaent 
Counties  of  Hartford  ami  Sew-].ondon.  Ujion  lioth  thefle  Col- 
onies btting  lueltitd  down  Into  one,  under  the  Charter,  all  Plan- 
tutionx  which  weru  without  the  Limits  of  the  Charter  dropped 
oir  of  course.  Those  attempted  on  Delaware-Bay,  long  before 
the  Charter,  never  caiue  to  any  Thins,  beinff  opposed  by  the 
Dutch  and  Swedes;  and  after  the  Charter  were  never  more 
heard  of  or  resumed. 

The  present  practical  Colony  of  Connecticut  is  altaated  as 
follows ;  ag'reeable  to  Prenident  Clapp,  vl/.. 

On  the  Sea  Shore,  from  Ityram  Ulver.  in  L»t,  40°G1'  N.  Long. 
74°  10',  to  Paukatuck  River,  in  Lat.  41=  17',  Long.  78°  M',  fs 
al>out  88  Miles,  on  a  straight  Line. 

The  present  Baxt  Line,  next  Rhode-Island,  la  41  Miles. 

The  North  Line,  on  the  Uassachusetts  Colony,  7fl  Miles. 

West  Line,  on  New- York,  7S  Miles. 

MiUa. 
The  present  Extent  of  Connecticut  on  the  South,  or  Sea, 

as  above  stated,  is SB 

From  Paukatuck  River,  the  estahlished    Kast  Bounds,  to 

the  Month  of  Narraganset-Bay.  the  Bounds  mentioned 

■  in  the  Charter,  in  a  BtraiRht  Line,  ahout 2S 

Prom  Byrnni  River,  the  present  Bounds  on  the  West,  to 

Muroneok  River,  the  Bounds  flzed  by  theCom  mission ers 

in  1004,  about -J 

This  gives,  in  the  Whole,  the  Front  mentioned  in  Lord  Bay 

and  Seal's  Orant laO 

A  Line  drawn  North -North -West  from  Maroneok  River, 
would  be  at  Right  Angles  with  the  Coast  thereabout,  and 
nearly  so  with  the  general  Course  of  the  Coast  to  NarragaQset 
Bay. 

Thnit  Rhode-Island  has  taken  off  Zl  Miles  on  the  Bast,  and 
New- York  7  Miles  on  the  West,  from  the  Sea  Line  In  Lord  Say 
and  Seal's  Grant. 

Whether  the  Commifl^iioners,  in  niing  the  Line  N.  N.  W. 
from  Maroneok  River,  htKl  any  Ht<(;urd  to  either  of  those  Clr- 
(!  urn  stances —or  whether  they  meant  only  to  include  to  Con- 
necticut their  most  Western  8^ttleiii«nt,  wliiah  at  that  Time 
was  the  Town  of  Rye— ttn<l  whetlierthut  Settlement  was  or  was 
not  miuli'.  with  a  Ref^anl  to  tlifs  Extent  of  120  Miles  from  Nar- 
ragan set- Ray —does  not  appear  from  any  anilientic  Memoriala, 
but  is  left  to  Conjecture.  Hut  it  Is  not  i-asy  to  account,  why 
this  Distance  should  be  the  same  as  in  Lord  Say  aud  Beat's 
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Grant,  if  a  Regard  had  not  been  paid  thereto.  Conneotiout 
plead  a  Right  in  this  Grant  before  the  Commissioners  the  fol- 
lowing Year. 

N»  B,  The  present  Western  Bounds,  at  Byram  Brook,  are 
nearly  the  same  with  those  agreed  upon  by  the  Dutch  and  New- 
Haven  old  Colony  in  1650,  said  to  be  to  the  West  Side  of  Green- 
wich-Bay. 


No.  27. 


Act  of  Assembly^  in  Favour  of  the  Stisquehanna  Company^  so 
Called,     Anno  Regni  Regis  Oeorgii  IL     Viaessimo  Octavo. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  Hartford,  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  May,  Anno  Domini  1755. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Phineas  Lyman,  Roger  Wolcott,  jnn. 
Samuel  Gray,  Abraham  Davenport,  Esquires,  and  others,  their 
Associates,  to  the  Number  of  about  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty, 
known  by  the  Name  of  The  Susquehanna  Company,  by  their 
Agents  George  Wyllys,Daniel  Edwards,  Samuel  Talcott,Thoma8 
Saymour,  and  Eliphalet  Dyer,  representing  that  the  Colony, 
according  to  the  express  Limits  of  its  Royal  Charter,  is  in  Ex- 
tent from  the  Narraganset-Bay  on  the  East,  to  the  South-Sea 
to  the  West,  and  from  the  Sea  Shore  on  the  South,  to  the  Line 
of  the  Massachusetts  Province  on  the  North; — that  within 
and  towards  the  western  Part  of  its  Limits,  are,  and  Time  im- 
memorial have  been,  large  Numbers  of  the  Indian  Nations, 
commonly  called  the  Six  Nations,  dwelling,  improving  and 
claiming  a  large  Extent  thereof— that  a  certain  large  Parcel 
of  such  their  Claim,  situate  and  lying  on  the  Waters  of  the 
Susquehanna,  about  70  Miles  North  and  South,  and  from  about 
10  Miles  East  of  said  River,  extending  Westwani  two  Degrees 
of  Longitude,  they  the  said  Indian  Nations  (not)  finding  nec- 
essary for  their  own  Use,  have,  for  very  valuable  (Considera- 
tions, l>een  induced  to  relinquish,  and  to  sell  to  the  naid  Peti- 
tioners, and  that  some  well  ordered  Plantation,  in  so  near  a 
Neigh l>ourhood  to  the  said  Nations,  miji^ht  most  likely  be  a 
Means  to  cement  and  fix  them  in  Friendslii[)  with  his  Majesty's 
Subjects- and  that  they,  the  said  Indian  Nations,  are  desir- 
ous such  Settlement  miijcht  be  promoted  and  earried  on,  as  be- 
ing conducive  to  their  Interest  and  Sjif<»ty  ;and  thereui)on  pray- 
ing the  Consent  of  this  Assembly,  that  his  Majesty,  if  it  shall 
be  his  Royal  Pleasure,  grant  said  Land  to  the  J^etitioners,  and 
their  Associates,  thereon    to  erect  and  settle  a  Colony,  for  the 
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more  effectual  Keourinf^  said  IndianH  in  his  Majesty's  Interest, 
and  Defence  of  hiH  Majesty's  Dominions  in  North- America, 
with  Liberty  of  further  Purchases  of  said  Indians  to  said  Pur- 
fjose,  as  Occasion  may  be. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  they  are  of  Opinion  that 
the  peaceably  and  orderly  erecting  and  carrying  on  some  new 
jind  well  regulated  Colony  or  Plantation,  on  the  Lands  above 
mentioned,  would  greatly  tend  to  lix  and  secure  said  Indian 
Nations  in  Allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  and  Friendship  with  his 
Subjects,  and  accordingly  hereby  manifest  their  ready  Ac- 
quiescence therein,  if  it  should  be  his  Majesty's  Royal  Pleasure 
to  grant  said  Land  to  said  Petitioners,  and  thereon  erect  and 
settle  a  new  Colony,  in  such  Form,  and  under  such  Regula- 
tions tks  might  be  consistent  with  his  Royal  Wisdom— and  also 
take  Leave,  humblv  to  recommend  the  said  Petitioners  to  his 
Royal  Favour  in  the  Premises. 

The  Susquehanna  Company,  about  three  or  four  Years  ago, 
by  their  Committee,  in  a  Memorial  to  the  Assembly, offered  and 
r^^signed  to  the  Colony  all  their  Right  in  the  l)efore-mentioned 
Jiands,  trusting  tt)  their  Goodness,  if  they  should  recover  and 
settle  the  same,  to  give  to  the  ComjMvny,  in  resjwct  to  their 
Purchase  of  the  Indian  Native  Right,  such  Part  of  the  J^iands, 
as  they  should  think  proper;  but  'tis  said  the  Assembly  did 
not  pass  any  Act,  declaring  their  Acceptance  of  the  Resigna- 
tion, an<l  that  the  same  was  not  made  by  anj*  Deed  from  the 
Persons  interested,  and  so  it  seems  to  be  a  Question  in  that 
(/olony,  Whether  the  Right  of  the  Susquehanna  Adventurers, 
whatever  the  same  may  have  l)eeu,  does  not  remain  in  them 
still. 

TIh'  first  Application  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut  (Col- 
ony, for  Ijands  to  the  Westward,  was  made  by  a  Mr.  Hazard, 
lat(^  of  Philadelphia,  some  little  Time  before  that  of  the  Sus- 
(luehanna  Company  before  mentioned,  in  whose  Favour,  the 
Assembly  passed  an  Act  or  Resolve,  much  to  the  same  Effect 
with  the  above,  for  the  T^ands  'tis  said  lying  from  100  Miles 
to  the  Westward  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  to  100  Miles 
to  the  West  of  the  River  Mississipjii. 


FINIS. 


CONNECTICaT  RECORDS 


AS  EXAMINED   BY   THE 


State  of  Pennsylvania 


IN   178^^. 
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THE  CONNECTICUT  RECORDS. 

The  Fentmck  Agreement 

Articles  of  Agreement  made,  and  concluded  betwixt  George 
Penwick,  Esq'.,  of  Saybroolc  Fort  on  tlie  one  part,  and  Ed- 
ward  Hopkins.  Jolm   Haynes,  Joiin  Mason,  John    Steel  and 
JaiiieH  Boosey  for  and  on  tlie  behalf  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  Con- 
necticut River  on  the  other  i)art,  the  5'**  of  December,  1644. 
Tho  said  George  Fenwick  Esq'. ,  doth  by  these  presents   con- 
vey  and  make  over  to  tlie  use  and  for  the  Behoof  of  the  Juris- 
liction  of  Connecticut  River  aforesaid,  the  Fort  at  Saybrook 
vitli  the  Appurtenances  hereafter  mentioned  to  be  enjoyed 
"•v  them  forever. 

Two  demo  culverin  ctvst  Peices  with  all  the  Shot  thereunto 
&pi>ertaining  except  Fifty  wliich  are  reserved  for  his  own  Use. 
T'x^'o  long  Sak<>r  cast  peices  with  all  the  Shot  thereunto  be- 
longing.    One  Murtherer  with  two  Chambers,  and  two  ham- 
»-*re«l  Peices,  two  Barrels  of  Gun  Powder,  Forty  Musquets  with 
liaindeliers  and  R<*sts,  as  also  four  carabines.  Swords,  and  such 
Irons  as  are  there  for  a  Draw  Bridg(»,  one  Sow  of  Lead  and 
Irons  for  the  Cariagesof  Ordinance  and  all  tho  Housing  within 
the  Palisado. 

It  is  also  provided  and  agreed  betwixt  the  said  l*artie8  that 

all  the  Ijand  upon  the  River  of  (Connecticut  shall  belong  to  the 

8ai<l   Jurisiliction  of    Connecticut,  and  such  Lands  as  are  vet 

'indisposed  shall  be  ordered  and  given  out  by  a  Committee  of 

-F'ive  wh«'reof   Georg*?  Fenwick  Esq *■  aforesaid   is  always  to  be 

one. 

It    is  further  provich^i  and  agreed  That  the  Town  of  Say- 
brook shall  be  carried  on  according  to  such  agreements  and  in 
^ut  way  which    is  all  ready  follow^ed  there,  and  attended  be- 
twixt Mr  Fenwick  and  the  Inhabitants  there. 
It  is  also  yjrovided  and  agreed  betwixt  the  said  Parties,  that- 
r^eorge  Fenwick  Esq"^  shall  have  Liberty  to  dwell  in.  and  make 
a«se  of  any  or   all  the   Housing  l)elonging  to  the  wiid  Fort  for 
c:  be  s[>ace  of  Ten  Y»»ars,  he  keeping  those  Avhich  he  makes  use 
--"if  in  sufficient  rejiair  (extraordinary  Casualties  excepted)  an(i 
m  i\  Case  he  remove  his  dwelling  to  any  oth»*r  place  that  he  give 
•^alf  a  years  warning  thereof  that  Provision  may  be   made  ac- 
csordiogly,  only  it  is  agreed  that  there  shall  be  some  convenient 
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part  of  the  Housing  reserved  for  a  Gunner  and  his  Family  to 
live  in  if  tlie  Juris(ii«tion  see  fit  to  settle  one  there. 

It  is  further  provided  and  agreed  betwixt  the  said  Parties 
that  George  Fenwiek  Esq'  shall  enjoy  to  his  own  proper  use 
these  particulars  following. 

The  House  near  adjoining  to  the  wharflf  with  the  Wharff 
and  an  Acre  of  Ground  thereunto  belonging  Provided  the  said 
Acre  of  Ground  take  not  up  above  eiglit  Rods  in  breadth  by 
the  waterside. 

The  point  of  Land  and  the  Marsh  lying  under  the  Barn 
already  Built  by  the  said  George  Fenwiek. 

The  Island  commonly  called  six  Mile  Island  with  the  Meadow 
thereunto  adjoining  on  the  East  side  tlie  River. 

The  Ground  adjoining  to  the  Town  Field  which  is  already 
taken  off  and  inclosed  with  three  Rayles  by  the  said  George 
Fenwiek,  only  there  is  Liberty  granted  to  the  said  Jurisdiction 
if  they  see  fit  to  buiid  a  Fort  upon  the  western  point  where- 
unto  there  shall  bt;  allowed  an  Acre  of  Ground  for  a  House 
Lott. 

It  is  also  provided  and  agreed  That  the  said  George  Fenwiek 
Ksq"^  shall  have  free  Warren  in  his  own  Lands,  and  Liberty 
for  a  Fowler  for  his  own  Occasions,  as  also  the  like  Liberty  is 
reserved  for  any  other  of  the  Adventurers  that  may  come  into 
these  l*arts  with  a  double  House  Lot  in  such  place  where  they 
luay  cliuse  to  settle  their  aljode. 

All  the  forenientioned  Grants  except  before  excepted  the  said 
George  Fenwiek,  EscT  doth  enj^age  himself  to  make  goo<l  to 
the  .Jurisdiction  aforMsaid  against  the  Claim  that  may  be  luade 
by  any  other  to  the  premises  by  Reason  of  any  Disbursements 
iuikIh  upon  the  place. 

The  said  (feorge  Fenwiek  doth  also  promise  that  all  the  Lands 
from  Narragaiisot  liiver  to  the  Ff)rt  of  Saybrook  mentioned 
in  a  l^attent  graiit<Ml  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  certain  Nobles 
and  (feiith'Hie'n  shall  fall  in  under  the  .Jurisdiction  of  C%>nnec- 
ticut  if  it  conif  info  his  Poirefy  For  and  in  regard  of  the  Prom- 
ises and  other  g(K»<l  Considerations  the  said  Edward  Hopkins, 
John  Haynes,  John  Mason,  .lohn  Steel,  and  James  Boosey 
Authoi'i/.ed  thereunto  l»y  the  General  Court  for  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  Connectieut ,  l>o  in  l)ehalf  of  f lie  said  Jurisdiction  pro- 
mise and  at^ree  to  and  with  the  said  (feorge  Fen  wick  Esq"^  That 
for  and  during  the  space  of  ten  full  and  com])leat  years  to  be- 
gin from  tlie  first  of  Alaroh  next  ensuing  the  dat(*  of  these  pre- 
sents there  shall  he  allow  «m1  and  naiil  to  the  said  Creorge  Fen-- 
wick  or  hi*>  .\-si^n»*  ilie  |)«ri  ieular  Sums  h<»reafter  following : 

Kaeh  Bushel  of  ( 'orn  of  all  sorts  o:-  l^leal  that  shall  ])ass  out 
at  the  Rivers  njonth  sliall  ]»ay  two  pence  p'  Husshel. 
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Every  Hundred  of  Bi^quet  that  shall  in  like  manner  pans 
out  at  the  Rivers  Mouth  shall  pay  sixpence. 

Each  Milch  (''ow,  and  Mare  of  three  years  old  or  upwards 
within  any  of  the  Towns  or  Farms  upon  the  River  shall  pay 
Twelve  pence  p'  Annum  during  the  foresaid  Term. 

Each  Hog,  or  Sow  that  is  kiPed  by  any  perticular  Person 
within  the  Limits  of  the  River  and  the  Jurisdiction  aforesaid 
to  \w.  imjiroved  either  for  his  own  perticular  Use,  or  to  make 
Market  of  shall  in  like  manner  pay  Twelve  pence  p'  Annum. 

Each  Hogshead  of  Beaver  traded  out  of  this  Jurisdiction  and 
|mst  by  Water  down  the  River  shall  pay  Twenty  shillings  Each 
pound  of  Beaver  tra<led  within  the  Limitts  of  the  River  shall 
pay  two  pence,  only  it  is  provided  that  in  Case  the  General 
Trade  with  the  Indians  now  in  Agitation  proceed,  this  Tax 
upon  Bever  mentioned  in  this  and  the  foregoing  Article  shall 
fail. 

The  said  Committee  do  by  the  Power  aforesaid  consent  and 
agree  to  and  with  the  said  George  Fen  wick  Esq^  That  he  the 
said  George  Fenwick  and  his  heirs  shall  be  free  of  any  Impo- 
sition or  Costomes  that  may  hereafter  by  the  Jurisdiction  be 
iiii{>ose<l  at  the  Fort. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  aforesaid  Payments  shall  be  made  in 
manner  following : 

What  shall  be  <lue  from  the  Grain  that  is  Exported  shall  be 
paid  in  Grain  accor(iing  to  the  proportion  of  the  several  kinds 
of  Grain  that  do  pass  away  at  the  common  current  price, 
neither  attending  such  prices  on  the  one  Hand  that  the  Court 
may  set,  nor  yet  on  the  other  Hand  such  as  C-orn  may  be  sold 
at  through  the  necessities  of  Men,  and  in  Case  of  any  diflfer- 
ence  then  the  price  shall  be  set  by  two  good  men  the  one  chosen 
by  Mr  Fenwick  and  the  other  by  the  Court,  what  shall  be  due 
otherwise  shall  be  paid  in  Beaver,  Wampum,  Barley,  Wheat 
or  Pease,  the  former  Consideration  for  the  price  to  be  herein 
also 'attended  ;  and  it  is  provided  and  agreed  that  a  strict  order 
and  Course  shall  be  taken  in  observing  what  Grain  is  put  abord 
any  Vessel  that  goeth  down  the  River  from  any  of  the  Towns, 
and  due  notice  being  taken  thereof  every  Boat  or  Vessel  shall 
b;;*  ^'njoineil  to  take  a  Note  from  some  deputed  >)y  the  Court 
in  eacli  Town  whar  quantities  and  kinds  of  Grain  are  aboard 
the  said  Vessel  and  to  deliver  to  M*"  Fenwick  or  his  Assigns 
at  8aybr(K>k  so  much  as  will  be  due  to  him  according  to  the 
forementione<l  agreements,  And  likewise  for  the  other  pay- 
ments due  a  Care  shall  be  taken  that  they  be  made  at  the  place 
aforesaid  in  as  convenient  a  way  as  may  be  comfortably  at- 
tendcil  auil  that  all  indirect  Courses  be  prevented  whereby  the 
true  meaning  of  these  agreements  may  be  Evaded. 
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Iq  Witness  whereof  the  Parties  before  mentioned  have  here- 
unto put  their  Hands  the  day  and  Year  abovesaid. 

Gkoaqk  FKiiwicKK  Edward  Hopkins 

John  Haynks 
John  Mason 
John  Btsbl 
James  Boosbt 

It  was  afterwards  concluded  both  by  the  General  Court  of 
Conneoticut  and  M^  Fen  wick  tliat  in  Case  there  should  any 
Ditferenoe  arise  touching  the  Interpretation  of  any  of  the 
within  mentioned  Agreements  the  determination  and  Issuing 
thereof  should  be  referred  to  tliose  who  made  the  said  Agree- 
ments being  best  acquainted  with  their  own  intendments. 

It  was  also  agreed  betwixt  George  Penwiok  Esq^  and  the 
Com^**  within  mentioned  the  11"*  of  October  1645  in  regard 
there  hath  not  been  a  due  and  full  attendance  to  the  said 
Agreements  this  present  Year,  by  means  which  in  part  arose 
from  the  unwillingness  in  Masters  of  Vessels  to  stay  always  at 
Saybrook  for  the  cielivery  of  the  Corn  due  to  M'  Fenwick,  that 
the  said  Agreements  shall  begin  and  take  place  from  the  first 
of  March  next  being  1045  to  the  end  and  Term  of  Ten  Years 
and  for  tlie  preventing  of  the  aforementioned  dificnUy  George 
Fenwick  Esq"  dotu  agree  is  content  to  take  what  Corn  shall 
be  due  unto  him  at  the  Towns  of  Hartford  or  Weathersfields 
and  the  said  Committee  doth  in  behalf  of  the  General  Court 
and  by  Virtue  of  Power  committee  to  them  agree  and  under- 
take that  at  any  Time  within  fourteen  Days  after  warning  and 
notice  given  by  George  Fenwick,  Esq  or  his  Assigns  there 
shall  be  delivered  to  iiny  Vessel  he  or  they  shall  appoint  such 
Corn  as  is  due  to  him  by  Virtue  of  this  Agreement  at  either  of 
the  Towns  aforesaid.  Nevertheless  it  is  still  provided  that  the 
Master  of  every  Vessel  carry  a  Note  of  the  quantities  of  Grain 
with  the  s(»veral  kinds  thereof  that  are  laden  by  any  aboard  his 
Vessel  from  such  Persons  as  are  deputed  by  the  General  Court 
to  that  Servic(»  and  deliv^n*  it  to  George  Fenwick  or  his  Assigns 
before  they  depart  from  Saybrook  under  the  penahy  mentioned 
in  an  Order  made  by  the  General  (^ourt  of  Connecticut  for  pre- 
venting of  any  indirect  or  collusive  pi-oceedings  in  violation  of 
the  said  Agreement. 

And  wli(»reas  several  penalties  are  by  the  said  Order  to  be  in- 
flicted upon  siieli  as  shall  transj^ress  or  seek  to  evade  the  true 
meauinjj;  of  the.^aid  A j^reeiutMits.  It  is  now  agreed  and  con- 
senteil  to  by  the  af«nesai<l  Coiinnit  tee  that  the  one  half  of  that 
which  is  so  forfeited  by  any  shall  be?  and  appertain  to  tlie  said 
George    Fenwick   Eaq'  or  liis   Assigns  and  the  other  to  such  as 

shall  inform. 

E.  Hopkins. 
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A  true  iJopy  from  the  ancient  Records  of  the  State  of  Cou- 
neotiout. 

Exainiued 

By  G-KOROK  Wyllys,  Secretary, 


The  Proceedings  of  the  New  England  Commissioners, 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  united  Colonies 
of  New  England  held  at  Boston  the  second  September,  1658.' 

Tlie  Issue  of  the  difference  between  the  town  Colonies  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  about  the  Pequot  Country  be- 
ing jointly  referred  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  other  two  Col- 
onies is  as  followeth : 

"Whereas  there  is  controversy  again  revived  between  the  two 
Colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticutt  concerning  their 
Interest  in  the  Pequot  Country,  and  many  Pleas  have  been 
made  on  both  Sides ;  for  their  greater  1  nterests  We  having 
seriously  weighed  what  hath  been  by  each  of  them  ailed ged. 
Conceive  the  Determination  doth  arise  only  from  the  several 
Rights  by  Conquest,  the  which  from  ought  we  can  under- 
stand is  not  greatly  different.  Yet  being  tender  of  any  Incon- 
venience or  Disturbance  that  may  arise  or  accrue  to  those  that 
are  already  possessed  Either  by  Commission  from  Massachu- 
setts or  Connecticut  in  any  part  thereof  should  they  now  be 
put  out  of  their  Improvements 

And  also  upon  Inquiry  find  not  the  Pequot  Country  which 
extendeth  from  Naantick  unto  a  place  called  Wekapaug  about 
Ten  Miles  Eastward  from  Mistick  River  may  conveniently  ac- 
comodate two  Plantations  or  Townships,  We  therefore  respect- 
ing things  as  they  now  stand  do  conclude.  That  Mistick  River 
be  the  Bounds  between  them  as  to  Proprietary  Jurisdiction 
HO  far  as  Conquest  may  give  Title  thereunto.  All  ways  Provided 
that  such  as  are  already  accomodated  by  Commission  from 
Either  of  the  said  r4overnments  or  have  Grants  of  any  Tract 
of  Land  on  any  side  of  the  said  Mystick  River  be  not  molested 
in  any  their  Possessions  or  Rights  by  any  after  Grants,  and 
that  all  due  Care  be  had  that  Christian  Society  and  Ordinances 
may  be  provided  for,  and  upheld  according  to  God  in  each 
Plantation. 

Thomas  Prince 

JOSIAH  WiNSLOW 

Francis  Nkwman 

William  Leets 
Boston  16**  /Sfcjp*"  'sa 
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By  BoiiiKlin^it  by  MiHtir.k  River  We  Intetiil  that  tlio  KiviM 
should  1>H  thu  HuliiiiIh  HI)  tnr  at  thu  I'oixl  by  Lanthoni  Mill  am 
ihuiice  from  tlitj  miil<ilB  of  the  itaid  Pom)  to  run  away  u)k>ii  i 
North  Line. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Ki^uorilti  of  the  Cotiiieslonent  of  tin 
aniteil  C<ilouiea,  in  the  8*3critnry'a  Offlcf  of  tlie  State  of  ("im 

Exam  in'', 

By  ttKORQK  Wtli.t«,  ffecretury. 


At  6.  Meetinp;  of  the  CornniiviionerM  for  the  United  Colonittn 
of  New  ^nglaiiil  held  at  Hartron),  tSetit<'nilit-r  llrst,  IG50. 

A  controversie  IwtwiJil.  tlie  Govf  nniit^nta  of  MaiwachnHetlK 
anil  Connecticut  ileterniined  an  folloueth  : 

UoncerninK  thi-ir  aeverul  RightD  in  the  Peqniit  Country 
fiirmerly  heani  l>y  the  ConiniiiiKiuiierM  of  the  other  two  Goverii- 
inutitit  wiut  now  aKaiu  revived,  and  a  Review  desired  by  Uajitr 
Jtihn  Mason,  and  ]>anii.'1  Clark,  Agentx  appointed  and  iiii- 
powtTod  by  the  (ieiierul  Court  of  Hartford  the  fon-ineiitiotiod 
PleaH  on  either  Bide  presented  Ih'Iiik' daily  weigheil  and  <^<>n- 
sidured  by  th«  OoinniiMi'loiiiTH  of  the  other  two  ( 'olonien,  Wf 
<)o  declare  lut  followelli  viz, 

Tliut  we  We  no  irawse  lo  vary  from  the  det«>rmi nation  llie  hurt 
yeiir,  we  finding  no  niet.irial  new  Evidence,  on  eiHier  niile  t  liat 
might  draw  uh  Dinrennto,  For  allhuiiKh  Connectiout  have 
largely  plemled  their  RiRbt  by  I'attent  yet  they  have  not  pro- 
duced any,  n<ir  proved  it  to  onr  Kaliitfaclion.  itiuoh  leiw  liave 
they  provt-d  that  tliix  Pattent  that  they  speiik  of  doth  in<^]iidr> 
the  Lands  in  ControverNv  ;  An  to  llieir  iiiutiiiil  )ileit  of  Pomt<>»- 
Bion  wo  wiivo  it,  UH  finding  them  boMi  lo  be  IliouKht  at  sevoral 
Time"  jioHweMSed, 

To  Ihu  main  plea  of  Ci>nqni*st  on  wbinli  the  Hintfe  of  our  de- 
termination prin<iiiHil] y  deitends.  We  cannot  but  c-unpider  tlieiu 
as  Joint  Coii(|nerorHlbeir(;an>'e  and  Quarrel  lieing  tlie»ame,an<I 
against  tlie  sainit  eonimou  Kneiny,  for  all  ho'  tht?  Vietory  ob- 
tained ugainKt  ttieni  at  Mistick  Port  (which  wuh  the  great  Blow 
given  them  in  lliti  PeqiKit  CoLintry)  nuiHt  begiven  tolheforct^N 
of  Connerliout  only  (under  Ooil)  yet  i1  w  evident  tljat  Ih^ 
Mansuclinsel  In  were  at  the  saiue  tinii-  njMin  motion,  having  the 
munc  design  in  tiieir  Hye,  iind  thoUBli  tlmir  remotenew  niaile 
Ihcni  too  lale  lo  engage  with  lliem  in  llial  Kxpedition.  yet  Its 
nndenialile  tlial  the  MiisMafliiiKet  tw  slrtick  ni  with  them  in  the 
proHUcntion  of  flii;  Hflnie  Wiir,  mid  tin)  though  ])erHued  to  an- 
other Place  Vanqnish  tbiiPiime  iCininy,  witlioiit  which  tile  Min- 
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quest  was  not  Compleat,  and  might  yet  have  proved  difficult. 
And  if  we  look  into  the  Ancient  Records  of  the  Commissioners 
we  shall  find  that  tlie  Right  of  the  lyiassachii setts  by  Conquest 
was  at  no  Time  denyed,  sometimes  called  a  joint  Conquest  and 
at  a  Common  Charge  and  at  that  Time  when  the  Plantation  of 
New  London  was  given  to  Connecticut  its  in  the  very  Act 
implyed  that  there  is  a  reservation  still  made  for  them. 

Jos.    WiNSLOW 

Thomas  Southwortii 

Francis  Newman 

William  Lkbts 
Hartford,  ^September  14'*,  1659. 

A  true  ('opy  from  tlie  Records  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
united  Colonies  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. 

fixamin'' 

By  Gkorgk  Wyllys,  SecreVy 


The  King's  Letter  to  the  Colony, 

To  our  Trusty  and  well  beloved  Our  Governor  and  Council 
of  our  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England. 

Charlerf  R 

Trusty  and  well  beloved  We  greet  you  well,  having  according 
to  the  resolution  We  declared  to  M' John  Winthrop  at  the 
Time  when  we  renewed  your  Charter,  now  sent  these  Persons 
of  known  Abilities  and  affection  to  Us,  that  is  to  say  Co'  Rich- 
ard Nichols  8'  Robert  Car  Knt.  George  Cartwright  Esq*^  and 
Samuel  Mavericke  Esq'  as  our  Commissioners  to  visit  those  our 
several  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  New  England,  to  the  end 
that  We  may  be  the  better  informed  of  the  State  and  welfare  of 
our  goo<l  Subjects,  whose  prosperity  is  very  dear  to  us,  We  can 
make  no  question  but  that  they  shall  find  that  reception  from 
you,  which  may  testify  your  respect  to  Us  from  whome  they 
are  sent  for  your  Goqd,  We  need  not  tell  you  how  careful  we 
are  of  your  Liberties  and  Privileges  whether  Ecclesiastical  or 
Civil  which  we  will  not  Suffer  to  be  violated  in  the  least  de- 
gree, and  that  they  may  not  >)e,  is  the  principal  Business  of 
our  said  Commissioners  as  likewise  to  tak«  Care,  that  the 
Bounds  and  Jurisdiction  of  our  Heveral  jf'olonies  there  may  be 
clearly  agreed  ujion,  that  every  one  may  enjoy  what  of  right 
belongs  unto  them  without  strife  and  Contention,  and  espe- 
cially that  the  Natives  of  that  Country  who  are  willing  to  live 
yH»aceably  and  Neighbourly  with  Our  Englissh  Subjects  may 
receive  such   Justice  and  civil  Treatment  from  them  as  may 
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make  them  the  more  in  I^ove  with  their  Religion  and  Hannen-, 
Bo  Dot  doubting  of  your  full  Cornplyance  and  Babmlsslon  to 
our  deHJre  W«  l>i<l  you  farewell. 

Oiven  at  our  Court  iit  Whitehall  the  33'  day  of  April  1604  In 
the  ]«"  Year  of  our  Reien, 

By  his  Majestys  Command 

HkMRY  BK5NKT. 
To  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Connecticut  in  New  England. 
A  true  Copy  of  the  original  Lrftttcr,  in  the  Secretary's  Office, 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

By  Gkorok  Wtllyb,  Secret'y. 


By  Virtue  of  his  Majesty's  CommiRSion  Wo  have  heard  the 
difterenceH  about  the  lioundsof  the  Pattentx  granted  to  hhi 
Royal  Hlgbuvss  the  Duke  of  York  and  his  Majesty's  Colony  of 
Conneotiuut,  and  having  deliberatly  considered  all  the  S«a- 
Honx  allt*d(,'ed  by  M'  Allyn  Senior  M'  Mold,  M^  Richards,  and 
Ca|>'.  Winthri>i>  apttointed  by  the  Assembly  held  at  Hartford 
the  IS""  day  of  October  Hifit  to  accomimny  John  Wluthrop  Esq' 
the  Governor  of  liiH  Miijesty's  Col.my  of  Connecticut  to  New 
York,  and  tiy  M' Howe!  and  Captain  Young  of  T^ong  iBland, 
why  the  suid  Lon(f  Inlund  sliould  be  under  the  Qovernment  of 
Connecticut,  which  are  too  long  here  lo  be  recited  ;  We  do 
declare  and  Order  that  the  Southern  Bounds  of  hie  Majeetya 
Colony  of  Connecticut  is  the  Sua,  and  that  Long  Island  1»  to  be 
under  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Hi);hneHS  the  Duke  of  York 
us  is  exjirest  by  plain  words  in  the  said  Pattents  respectively. 

And  also  by  Virtue  of  hia  Majestys  Commission  and  hy  the 
consent  of  both  the  Govi'mors.and  the  Gentlemen  abovenamed. 
We  also  Order  and  declare,  that  the  Creek,  or  River  called 
Uauioronock  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  Twelve  Miles  to  the 
Kast  of  West  Chester,  and  a  I.ino  drawn  from  the  East  point, 
iir  side  where  the  fresh  Water  falln  into  the  Salt  at  highwater 
mark,  JJorth  North  West  lo  the  Line  of  'the  Massachusetts,  be 
the  Western  Bounds  of  the  naiti  Colony  of  Coiineotioiit,  and 
all  I'lantations  lying  weHtward  of  that  Creek,  and  Line  so 
drawn,  to  bo  uniler  his  Royal  Highness  Government,  and  all 
I'lantations  lying  ({liiMtward  of  that  Creek  and  Line,  to  be  under 
th.-  Govern  merit  of  Connecticut. 

(Jivnn  under  our  Ilandx  at  Fort  Jiunes  In  New  York  on  Man- 
hatans  Island  the  30"'  day  of   November  1UG4. 

RlCHMtD  NlCOLl.S 

Gkorob  Cabtwriqht 
Samukl  Mavbbickb. 
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We  under  wriien  on  the  belialf  of  the  Colony  of  Conneotiout, 

have  assented  unto  the  determination  of  his  Majestys  Commis^ 

sioners  in  relation  to  the  Bounds  and  limits  of  his  Royal  Hig^h- 

ness  the  Dukea  Pattent  and  the  Pattent  of  Connecticut  Nov^ 

30^.  1664 

John  Winthrop 

MaTHKW  AhLYH 

Nathan  Gold 
Jambs  Richaiu>8 

J.   WlNTHBOP 

A  true  Copy  of  an  Orii^inal  as  on  file  in  the  Secretary's  Office 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Examin'. 

By  Gborgb  Wtllts,  8eoret*p. 


Proceedings  of  the  King's  CoundL 

At  the  Court  at  Kensing^ton  the  28^  day  of  March,  170a 

Present 

The  King's  mobt  Excellent  Majesty. 

L»ord  Arch  Bpp  of  Canterbury,         EUirl  of  Tankerville. 

Ix>rd  Chancelor,  Earl  of  Jersey. 

Ix)rd  President,  Lord  Ferrers. 

Duke  of  Bolton.  Lord  Lexing^ton. 

Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  M'  Montague. 

Earl  of  Stamford,  M**  Secretary  Vernon. 

Whereas  at  a  Council  held  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  the  fS^ 
of  November,  1683,  certain  Articles  of  agreement  were  con- 
cluded, between  Colonel  Thomas  Dongan,  then  Governor  of 
that  Province  and  the  Council  of  the  said  Province,  on  one 
side,  and  Robert  Treat  Esq*^  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, Major  Nathaniel  Gold,  Captain  John  Allyn,  Secretary, 
and  M'  William  Pitkin  in  Commission  with  him  from  Connecti- 
cut, on  the  other  side  in  the  words  following : 

It  is  agreed  that  the  Bounds  Meers,  or  Dividend  between  his 
Royal  Highness's  Territories,  or  Province  in  America,  and  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  forever  hereafter  shall  begin  at  a  cer- 
tain Qrook  or  River  called  Byram  Brook,  or  River,  which  River 
is  between  the  Towns  of  Rye  and  Greenwich,  that  is  to  say  at 
the  mouth  of  said  Brook  where  it  falJetli  into  the  Sounds  at  a 
point  called  Lyons  Point,  which  is  the  Eastward  point  of  Byram 
River,  and  from  the  said  Point,  to  go  as  the  said  River  runeth 
'to  the  place  where  the  common  Road,  or  wading  place  over 
the  said  River  is,  and  from  the  said  Road  or  Wading  Place  to* 
so  Korth  North  West  into  the  Country  so  far  as  will  be  eight 
Ifh-YOL.  XVIIL 
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t£nf{liHh  Mll«>i'  from  tlm  ufiircHHiil  LyuuH  i'oiut,  uml  that  n  lAne 
lit  Twelvt<  Miles  l>eiiii{  iiieaHiiiwl  troiu  th«  iwid  Lyoaii  I'oJnt.  ac- 
cording to  titn  Lint)  or  (Jt>iieral  Oounis  of  thvi  Hound  tiaHtward, 
whdre  tltn  said  Twulvu  Uilett  endetli,  unotbttr  Line  uhall  b»  run 
from  tlif  Hound  olgtit  Uilex  into  ttie  Country  Nortb  NortU 
Wmt.aiiil  also  that  a  Tourth  Line  lie  run,  that  la  to  Kay  from  tht* 
Northiiintttcndortlix  eight  Mile  Line  belnKihe  third  mentlOD«<l 
Ijinf,  whieh  fourth  Line  with  tlie  llrHt  ineiitioni>d  l.lneghall  !>•■ 
tliK  HoundH  wlicre  they  fliall  fall  to  run,  and  tliat  front  tin- 
Bustwanl  Kiid  of  the  fourtli  nifiitioned  Line  which  in  to  lie 
Twelve  MileH  in  ltin){t1i,  a  Liue  [MLrallel  to  Hudsonn  Riv«r  in 
every  pluce  Twenty  Miles  iliKtimt  from  HinlttonH  River  shall  Iw 
the  Iloundu  tlmre,  lietween  the  Maid  Terri  tori  urn  )r  Pro  vinoe  i>r 
New  York  Hiid  the  fuiid  Colony  of  (Uinuecticut  ho  fnr  a»  Ooii- 
nectinut  Colony  doth  extend  Northwards,  that  is  to  the  Soiitli 
Line  of  the  Ma-tKncliuitettH  Colony,  only  it  Ih  providetl  tiiat  in 
c'aHi-  tliK  Line  from  Byram  Brookn  month  North  North  Went 
ei)(ht  Miles,  iind  the  Linn  that  it)  then  to  run  twelve  Milee  to  tlii* 
end  of  the  lliird  To  re  mentioned  Line  of  eight  Miles,  do  de- 
mlniHh  or  take  away  Lan<l  within  Twenty  Miles  of  HuilitonN 
Hiver,  I'lint  tlien  ho  much  oh  Ir  In  Land  <liininished  of  Twnnty 
Milea  from  HudHonx  River  thiireby,  shall  ho  addeil  out  of  Con- 
necticut BonndH  unto  the  Line  a  fore  mentioned  Parallel  to 
HudHOnri  River  aiul  TwMity  Miles  distant  from  It  the  nddltion 
to  I>e  made  the  whole  lenEtli  of  the  Maid  Parralel  Line,  and  in 
Huch  breadth  as  will  make  up  quantity  for  quantity,  what 
Hhall  be  diminished  as  aforesaid. 

That  wlmt  Arrearages  are  <lue  from  the  Town  of  Rye  to  thit 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  for  former  years,  and  the  present  yearn 
Rate  shall  be  imid  to  Connecticut. 

'  That  two  Surveyors  l)e  appointd  the  one  from  New  York  anit 
the  other  from  Connecticut  to  make  a  Survey  and  Run  the  be- 
fore mentioned  Lines,  Partitions.  Limittsand  Bounttsheiwefn 
his  Royal  Hi|{linesflB  Province  of  New  York  and  tlieColony  i.f 
Connecticut,  and  the  Surveyors  are  to  meet  at  the  Town  r>f 
Stauiford  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  <)ctol)erneit  ensuing,  and 
to  4>H  directed  by  one  of  the  Council  and  two  more  oomiiii!>- 
sioned  from  euch  Government. 

'Hiat  if  It  f  hall  please  the  Kiiigs  Mnjesty  and  his  Royal  Hlgh- 
netis,  to  accept  (ui<l  conllrm  these  Articles  they  shall  be  gooi) 
lo  all  Intents  forever  I>utween  his  Royal  MlghnejiHandhis Heirs 
and  Assigns  anil  tlie  (.'orp^irai ion  of  Connecticut,  and  their 
KiincosHors.  and  tliiH  Agreement  to  lie  in  full  force.  Power  and 
Virtue  from  the  Diiy  of  the  Date  hereof;  In  Witness  wherei>t- 
the  Parties  above  mentioned  have  to  these  Presents  Inter-, 
ehaugably  net    their   Haiid><  and   Seals  nt  Fort  Jamee  in  Nevv  ~~ 
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ir*rk  the  28**'  ca/  of  November  in  the  Thirty  flfih  Year  of  liiH 
Maj«»Biy8^  Reign  Aniioq  Doin  1683. 

And  Whereas  in  pursuance  of  the  foresaid  agreements,  an 
actual  survey  of  the  Lands  and  Places  therein  mentioned,  was 
also  made  and  reported,  by  the  Surveyors  and  Commissioners 
appointed  for  that  service  in  the  words  following : 

By  Virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  a  Commission  bearing  Date 
the  Twenty-sixth  day  of  September  1684,  from  the  right  Hon- 
orable Colonel  Thomas  Dungan  Governor  General  of  all  his 
Royal  Highness' s  Territories  in  America  &c. 

We  under  written  did  upon  the  first  Wednesday  of  this  In- 
stant October  meet  at  Stamford  Major  Nathaniel  Gold  Captain 
Jonathan  Seliek  Ensign  Daniel  Sherman  and  M**  John  Herri- 
raan  Surveyor  Commissioned  by  a  General  Court  held  at  Hart- 
ford as  by  the  Commission  they  produced  bearing  date  May  the 
8*"  1684  doth  fully  appear.  We  went  to  Lyons  Point  on  the  East 
Hide  of  By  ram  River  and  from  the  Mouth  of  the  said  River 
where  it  falls  into  the  Sea  We  measured  up  the  said  River  and 
found  it  to  be,  one  Mile  and  a  half  and  Twenty  Rods,  bearing 
North  half  Easterly,  and  so  came  to  a  great  Stone  at  the  wad- 
ing Place  where  the  Road  outs  the  said  River,  Thence  directe<l 
our  Course  North  North  West  six  Miles  and  a  half  and  there 
marked  three  white  Oak  Trees,  as  in  the  Mergent,  then  directed- 
our  Course  West  and  by  North  seven  Miles  and  one  Hundred 
and  Twenty  Rods  which  brought  us  to  the  Northermost  end 
of  a  Reach  of  Hudsons  River,  which  bears  we  judge  South  and 
by  West  a  quarter  westerly,  and  North  and  by  East  a  quarter 
Easterly  which  above  said  Line  falls  upon  the  said  Reach 
about  three  Miles  above  Fredrick  Phillips's  upper  Mills  over 
against  Tapan,  and  the  said  River  bearing  North,  as  to  its  gen- 
eral Course  upwards,  we  concluded  the  above  mentioned  West 
and  by  North  to  be  the  shortest  from  said  three  mark**  Trees 
to  Hudsons  River,  and  having  unanimously  concluded  that 
part  of  the  Sound  from  Lyons  Point  Easterly  to  bear  East 
North  East,  We  did  from  said  Trees  at  eight  miles  distance  run 
a  parralel  to  the  Sound  (viz)  East  North  East  Twelve  Miles, 
and  still  continued  said  Twelve  Miles  Line  East  Northeast, 
one  Mile  and  sixty  Rods  which  then  gave  Twenty  Miles  from 
Hudsons  River  and  is  Eight  Miles  North  North  West  from  the 
Sound ; 

Then  finding  the  olilong  of  Twelve  Miles  East  Norrh  F^ast, 
and  Eight  Miles  North  North  west  did  diminish  Sixty  One 
Thousand  four  Hundred  forty  Acres  from  the  Twenty  Miles 
from  Hudson  River  we  atldeil  to  the  abovesaid  Twenty  Miles 
upon  the  East  North  Ea.st  Line  three  Hundred  and  Five  Rods 
more  to  run  at  the  additional  breadth  parrallel  to   Hudsoiis 


Commissioners  for  New  York. 
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River,  till  it  meet  with  the  Massachusetts  Line,  whl6h  we 
deemed  one  Hundred  distant  Miles  from  our  eight  Mile  liine, 
which  several  Courses,  with  theirdistances  together  with  three 
Hundred,  and  five  Rods  added  do  clearly  appear  in  the  Piatt 
by  the  surveyors  drawn  and  hereto  annexed,  which  addition 
of  three  hundred  and  Five  Rods  we  referr  for  its  Confirmation 
and  Ratification  to  the  two  Governments  froiu  whenoo  We  are 
imployed,  and  that  the  above  written  is  a  true  [copy]  .of  oor 
proceedings  We  have  this  10"*  of  October  the  Yearabove  written 
subscribed  our  Names. 
John  Younos  1 

John  Bbll 
Philip  Wklls 

ROBRUT  VORCKLAIN        j 

Nathan  Gold,  ] 

Jonathan  Skllick        1  .     .     ^ 

Daniel  Shkrman  ^^"^  "  ^^"^  Connecticnt. 

John  Harriman  j 

And  forasmuch  as  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  have  represent'Od  to  his  Majesty  upon  oooaisibh  of 
a  late  ditference,  and  dispute  between  the  said  province  and 
Colony,  relating  to  the  Right  of  Government  over  the  Towns 
of  Rye,  and  Bedford,  lying  on  their  Borders,  that  it  may  be 
necessary  for  the  terminating  of  that  difference  and  prevent-* 
ing  all  future  disputes  about  the  Division  Line  and  Boundaries 
between  the  said  Province  and  Colony  That  his  Majesty  would 
please  to  declare  his  Royal  Approbation  and  Confirmation  of 
the  said  Agreement  and  Survey;  His  Majesty  is  graoioosly 
pleased  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  Council  to  approve  and  Coh^i 
firm  the  same,  and  pursuant  to  his  Royal  Pleasure  thereapon 
signified,  and  expressed  the  said  Agreements  and  Survey  are 
hereby  approved  and  confirmed  accordingly. 

Whereof  the  respective  Governments  of  New  Vork  and  Con- 
necticut the  Towns  of  Rye  and  Bedford  and  all  Persons  whom 
it  mav  concern  are  to  take  due  Notice  and  Conform  themselves 
thereunto.  JOHN  POVKY. 

A  true  Copy  of  an  Original  on  file  in  the  Secretary's  Office 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Extftiniii^ 

By  Gkorgk  Wyllys,  Secretary, 


The  A  {/ice  merit  Between  New  York  and  Connecticut 

Articles  of  Agreement  made  and  concluded  at  Greenwich  iq 
the  Colony  of  (Connecticut  on  the  Twenty  ninth  day  of  April 
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in   the   Bleventh  Year  of  the   Reign   of  our  Sovereign  Lord 

(ieorge  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland  King  defender  of 

the  Faith  &o  and  hi  tlie  Year  of  our  l^ord  One  Thousand  Heven 

Hundred  and  Twenty  five.  Between   Francis  Harrison,  Cad- 

wallader  Colden  Surveyor  (xeneraJ  of  the  Province  of  New  York 

and   Isaac  Hicks  Esq*^  Authorized  and  appointed  by  his   Ma- 

jetitys  Commission  under  the  great  Seal  of  said  Province  and 

dated  at  FortG-eorge  in  New  York  the  third  Day  of  this  Instant 

Month  in  the  Year  above  written,  To  Run,  mark  out  distinguish 

mnd.  ascertain  the  Lines  of  Partition  and  Division  between  said 

Ptovinoeand  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  on  the  one  side,  And 

Jonatiian  Law  Samuel    Eels   Roger  Wolcott   Esq",  and  John 

<^opp  and  Edmund  Lewis  Surveyors,  Commissioners  appointed 

^An<l  Authorized  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  to  meet  with  the 

dJoininissionersfrom  New  York  to  treat  with,  settle,  agree.  Run, 

<^kfeicert-ain,  and  fix  the  Partition  Lines  between  the   Province 

'^f  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  on  the  other  side. 

Imprimis  it  is  hereby  stipulated,   covenanted,  and   firmly 
.^M^reed  to,  by  and  between  us  the  Commissioners  of  the  Pro- 
'vince  of  New  York  aforesaid,  and  the  Commissioners  anc^  Sur- 
'veyoPB  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  aforesaid  respectively  ap- 
pointed for  running,  settling  and  ascertaining  the  Lines  of 
Partition  and  DiviKion  between  the  said  Province  and  the  s€ud 
Colony,  That  we  the  said  Commissioners  and  Surveyors  shall 
be^n  at  Lyons  Point,  and  from  thence  run  by  the  Compass  a 
Line   North  half  a  point  Easterly,  One  Mile  and  an  half  and 
twenty  Rods,  and  from  the  end  of  the  said  Line  we  shall  run  a 
^raight  Line  to  the  Rock  at  the  Road  or  wading  place,  and 
Oi^iBerve  the  distance  from  the  said  Rock  and  the  end  of  the 
**^ld  Line,  Then  we  shall  run  from  the  said  Rock  North  Nor 
^^est  six  Miles  and  an  half,  and  if  we  shall   not  find  the  Trees 
■^DArked  at  the  end  thereof  which  are  supposed  to  be  the  same 
^^^aoArked  by  the  Surveyors  in  the  Year  One  Thousand  Six  Hun- 
Eighty  four,  We  shall  Run  a  Straight  Line  from  trie  end 
»f  the  said  North  Nor  West  Line,  to  the  said  supposed  Trees, 
nd  if  then  we  shall  find  that  the  distance  between  the  end  of 
;he  said  North  Nor  West  Line,  and   the   s**  supposed   Trees  is 
LOt  greater  than  the  distance  between  the  Line  from  Lyons 
TS^oint  North  half  a  point  Easterly,  and  the  aforesaid  Rock  in 
^)roportlon  as  one  Mile  and  a  half  and  Twenty  Rods  is  to  six 
Idiles  and  an  half.  There  we  do  Agree  that  the  said  supposed 
•Prees  are  verily  the  Trees  that  were  marked  by  the  Coinmis- 
vionersand  Surveyors  in  the  Year  One  Thousand  six  hundred 
Eighty  four.  But  if  we  shall  find  that  the  distance  between 
the  end  of  the  said   North   Nor  West  Line  and  the  suppose<l 
Trees  is  greater  in  proportion  to  the  distance  between  the  entJ 
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of  tliu  Line  from  Ijyona  Point  and  th«  Rock  thaii  nix  Ullw  and 
lui  hair  k  to  tiie  DiBtttnc<!  or  oiih  UIIh  sikI  ait  lisU  and  Twenty 
Uoiln,  'Difii  we  Hhull  Kreut  a  Monument  at  the  end  uf  the  —  — 
North  Nor  Wu»t  Lhie  at  the  end  or  th«  auM  Division  Line  t>»- 
t  ween  Province  ot  Mew  York  and  the  Colony  of  Oonneatlout 
Provided  that  never i.h el exa  tliut  if  either  the  ConimliiHlonarB 
rvnd  Siirveyore  ot  the  Province  of  New  York,  or  the  Comrnis- 
HJonerH  and  SurveyorH  of  the  Colony  of  Connectiont,  tihall  de- 
iilare  and  iniiiiit  tliat  the  LhieH  run  hefore  mentioned  bava 
not  to  their  Hatiitfactioii  determined  the  true  place  of  the  end 
i.f  the  Baid  North  Nor  West  f.ine.  That  then  we  will  run  Weat 
and  l>y  North  to  HndHonx  River  and  then  if  the  dlslanoe  of 
HKVen  HileH  and  one  h(indr<Hl  and  Twenty  Rods,  agree  with  the 
end  of  the  naid  North  Nor  West  Lin^  or  with  the  suppoeed 
Treen  marked  in  One  Thousand  six  Hundred  Eighty  Four,  We 
will  Ei'tal>liHh  either  the  said  Trees,  or  the  End  of  thea<Ud 
North  Nor  West  Line  WlilehHoever  of  them  Hliall  nearest  agree 
with  the  same  dlntanoe  of  seven  M Ilex  and  one  hundred  and 
Twenty  Rods,  that  is  to  say  if  the  TreeH  he  nearer  to  the  dia- 
taiicK  of  Heven  Hiten  and  one  hundreil  and  twenty  Rodn  over  or 
under,  than  tlie  Enil  of  tlie  naid  North  Nor  West  Line  then  we 
will  enlahliiili  the  Kald  Trees  as  the  Ron ndnry  and  Limit  be- 
tween the  Province  of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Oonneetlout, 
and  u  Mtraiiflit  Line  between  the  said  Trees  wlien  so  confirmed 
and  the  great  Roek  at  the  wadlnt;  place  shall  he  so  far  the  Line 
of  Partition  between  the  province  of  New  York  and  the  Colony 
of  <:oiir>t^ticnl.  Hut  if  the  End  of  the  North  Nor  West  Line  to 
III-  run  an  aforeMiid  shall  l>e  nearer  to  the  distance  of  seven 
Miles  and  one  hunilrisl  and  Twenty  Rods  from  Hudsons  River 
oviT  or  under  than  the  said  Trees,  Then  we  <io  agree  to  mtalt- 
lish  the  said  North  Nor  West  Line  nn  the  Line  of  Partition  and 
division  so  far  lietween  the  IVovince  of  New  York  and  the 
I  liiUiny  iif  Ponnectlont,  and  will  Kreel  a  Monnment  at  the  pla«e 
so  at;rrcd  to,  and  iifter  we  sliall  have  estalilished  either  tliesald 
Trens,  or  the  said  North  Nor  West  Line  then  a  Line  parallel 
to  tlie  Konnd  ran  from  said  Trees  or  from  the  Northermust 
.'nd  of  11i<-M>ii<l  Nortli  Nor  West  Line,  (hat  is  lo say  from  which 
Mii'virortlieiiisliall  be  Estalillsheil  as  the  Limit,  audBounilary 
iw  iiforf-said,  and  runing  East  North  Kast  thirteen  Miles  and 
Sixty  four  KodK,  shall  Ih- so  far  tlie  Line  of  Partition  and  Divi- 
sion hetw 1  the  sai.l  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Colony 

..r  OoMneotiiiil  und  We  will  Ere.M  a  Monument  at  tlio  Knd  of 
the  said  Kiist  North  East  Liiif  wliicli  Miinunie[i1  sliall  l>edeemeil 
and  Est.-emed  lo  1h'  Twenty  M<ler<  froni  Hnd><ons  River. 

Ill  lit"  next  place  idter  we  Khali  liiive  estaldished  the   End   of 
;is  'I'wenty  Miles  from   Hndsons 
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River,  We  shall  go  to  a  point  of  Land  on  the  Bast  side  Hud- 
^oii8  River  commonly  known  by  the  Name  of  Cortlands  Point 
Which  is  nearly  opposite  to  Stoney  Point,  or  to  the  befl^inning 
of  the  Highlands,  and  from  the  most  Westerly  part  of  the  said 
(/ortlands  Point,  We  shall  Run  an  East  Line  according  to  the 
Compass  Twenty  Miles,  at  the  end  of  which  Twenty  Miles  we 
shall  erect  a  Monument  and  then  we  shall  run  a  straight  Line 
from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  aforesaid  East  Niorth 
East  Line  to  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the  East  Line  from 
('ortlands  Point,  which  Line  shall  be  deemed  and  esteemed  so 
far  a  parallell  Line  to  Hudsons  River,  and  every  where  Twenty 
Miles  from  it ;  Theii  from  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the  East 
Line  from  Cortlands  Point  we  shall  run  a  Random  Line  to  the 
Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  now  established  between  the 
Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  which  Line 
shall  be  run  by  one  Course  Except  only  where  it  shall  meet  with 
large  Ponds  or  large  Swamps  and  precipices,  and  Rocks  which 
shall  be  very  diflBcult  to  pass  over,  in  which  places  it  shall  be 
allowable  to  go  aside  from  the  s^  Course  in  Order  to  avoid  the 
said  Difficulties;  provided  that  as  soon  as  the  said  difficulties 
shall  be  avoided  the  Surveyors  who  shall  run  the  said  Line  do 
Return  to  their  first  Course,  and  run  the  said  Line  nearly  ac- 
cording to  the  Rules  of  Art  as  if  they  had  continued  in  One 
Line,  and  as  they  should  have  done  if  no  such  Difficulty  had 
in  tempted  them  in  their  Course ;  Then  we  shall  continue  the 
Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  Hudsons  River,  and  when  this 
shall  be  done  we  will  compute  at  what  place  a  Line  running 
East  and  by  South  according  to  the  Compass  from  Hudsons 
River  and  Twenty  Miles  in  length  shall  terminate  in  the  afore- 
said Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  at  that  place  we  shall 
Erect  a  Monument  which  shall  be  deemed  and  Esteemed  to  be 
Twenty  Miles  from  Hudsons  River,  Then  we  shall  run  a  straight 
Tiine  from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  East  Line  from 
(^irtlands  Point  to  the  aforesaid  Monument  on  the  Line  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  which  straight  Line  between  the  two  last 
mentioned  Monuments,  shall  b<9  deemed  and  esteemeil  a  Line 
Parallel  to  Hudsons  River  and  every  where  Twenty  Miles  from 
it,  Then  we  Covenant  and  mutually  Agree  that  Sixty  one 
Thousand  four  Hundre<l  and  forty  Acres  of  Ijand  shall  be  added 
to  the  Province  of  New  York  out  of  the  Bounds  of  the  Colony 
of  Conne«5ticut,  which  addition  shall  be  made  along  the  afore- 
said Lines  parallel  to  Hudsons  River,  that  is  to  say  along  the 
Line  runing  from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  aforesaid 
East  North  East  Line  to  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the 
East  Line  from  Cortlands  Point  and  along  the  Line  runing 
from  the  said  last  mentioned  Monument  to  the  Monument  in 
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the  Line  of  the  MoMHachuHettx  Bay,  and  Hhall  be  boundnd  to 
the  t^tw&rd  anil  divided  by  the  Colony  of  Connectluut  by  two 
Lines  p&rallel  to  the  said  two  Lines,  alou^;  wliich  the  eald  ad- 
dition is  iriade  and  at  xuch  Hreadth  au  that  nixty  One  ThoiiaaiiU 
foar  Hiindretl  anil  forty  Aoren  of  Land  may  Lie  contained  be- 
tween the  said  Parallel  Line  ou  the  Hides  of  llio  said  addition 
and  twtween  the  Lin«  of  the  HaSHaohusetts  Bay,  and  llic 
aforesaid  East  North  Eaxt  Line  oontiniied  eo  far  to  the  iSast- 
ward  aa  the  Breadth  of  the  said  addition  tthall  extend  on  the 
Bnd  of  the  said  addition,  And  Whereau  several  I'oor  Eogliith 
Families  liave  laid  out  their  whole  substance  and  spent  their 
youth  in  Clearing,  Tilling  and  iinproviuf;  with  great  Hazard 
an<l  hard  La1>oar,  T^anils  whicli  it  is  supposed  may  Lye  near 
the  Parraltel  Lines  at  Twenty  MileKdiftant  frorii  Hudsons  River, 
and  Whereas  if  the  improve<l  IjiindHof  the  salil  Poor  People 
nhoold  fait  withiu  the  equivalent  of  sixty  one  Thousand  four 
Hundred  and  Forty  Acres  to  I  hi  added  out  of  theBoandeof 
Conneotieut  the  said  Poor  Families  may  Hoiie  for  his  Hajestyi> 
favour 'tn  granting  to  them  the  said  improved  Lands  In  suoli 
manner  as  Lands  are  usually  granted  within  tnu  Province  of 
New  Torit, 

It  is  further  agreed  that  in  measuring  the  Line  runing  Bast 
North  liast  Thirteen  Miles  iind  Sixty  four  Rods  from  the  End 
of  tne  North  Nor  West  Line  of  Six  Miles  and  a  half,  and  In 
meuHurtng  the  East  Line  uf  Twenty  Miles  from  Cortlands  Point, 
We  shall  only  iillow  of  strict  Measure  in  tlie  iDest  manner  the 
same  can  1n!  aetually  i>erformed  ii[K>n  the  Surface  of  the  Landn 
but  that  in  ail  other  Lines  to  l>e  nieiuiureil  or  to  be  computed 
we  shall  allow  at  the  rate  of  Twelve  Ro<ls  to  be  added  to  every 
Mile,  and  that  One  Mile  and  twelve  Ilotis  of  actual  meaMurf 
shall  t>e  ebteemed  an<l  conipute<l  in  all  other  pl.ioes  aa  one  Mil<- 
of  true  Measure,  and  so  proportionaliiy  for  agreateror  less 
ieni^th  talcing  the  Rough  and  smontli  Jjand  together  into  the 
Computation,  as  we  shall  meet  with  them.  It  is  Provljeil 
nevf'r  the  less  that  in  measuring  the  Brea<lth  of  the  said  Addi- 
tional Tiand  tile  idlowanee  shall  not  lie  made  at  the  Bate  of 
Twelve  Rodit  to  a  Mile,  liut  that  whatever  allowance  hIiaII  be 
made  in  meivsuring  the  Lhies  runing  from  Lyons  Point  to  tlie 
Rock  at.  the  wading  place,  and  from  I  he  said  Rock  to  the  three 
Trees  at  the  End  of  the  North  Nor  West  Line  the  same  AJ- 
lowanco  shall  1«f  added  to  the  Breadth  of  the  additional  Land 
joined  to  thti  Lines  parrallel  to  Huilsons  River,  that  is  to  eay 
after  the  Trc's  or  the  End  of  the  North  Nor  West  Line  sliall 
be  Estalitislied  by  tlie  Rules  alreiKly  agreed  to,  it  shall  be  eoiii- 
pnted  how  far  the  said  Trt-ea,  or  the  Knd  of  the  North  Nor  West 
Line  shall  hi;  <list ant  from  Lyons  Point  onastn-ight  Line  with- 
out any  Allowance  in  Measure  end  IT  the  said  distance  shall  l><<- 
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foand   g^reater  than  Ei^ht  Milt-s  whatever  Measure  shall  bo 
found  to  be  over  the  b^  Eight  Miles  the  said  overpluss  measure 
shall   be  accounted  an  Allowance  to  be  added  to  the  Breadth 
of  the  additional  Lands  containing  Sixty  One  Thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty  Acres  in  such  proportion  as  eight  Miles  shall 
be  to  the  Breadth  of  the  said  additional  Jjand,  and  when  the 
Breadth  of  the  said   Lands  to  be  added  out  of  Connecticut 
shall  be  established  as  above  directed  We  shall  affix  and  As- 
certain the  Bounds  of  the  same  by  continuing  on  the  South  end 
of  the  said  Lands  of  the  East  North  East   Line,  and  Erect  a 
Monument  on  the  End  thereof  when  continued  the  full  Breadth 
of  the  said  additional  Lands  and  from  the  said  Monument  Run 
two  Lines  parallel  to  the  two  Lines  which  are  parrallel  to  Hudr 
sons  River,  and  thereby  fix  and  ascertain  the  Lines  of  Partition 
and  Division  between  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut  from  the  last  mentioned  Monument  to  the 
Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and   Erect  Monuments  in  the 
said  Lines,  at  all  Places  which  may  be  thought  necessary.     It 
is  agreed  by  and  between  the  Commissioners  and  Surveyors 
afores**  that  to  avoid  Confusion  and  disputes  from  the  using  of 
several  differing  Instruments  We  shall  agree  on  one  Compass 
to  be  used  on  the  work  at  this  Time,  which  Compass  shall  ap- 
pear to  have  either  no  Errors  or  the  fewest  of  any,  and  that  we 
shall  have  no  regard  to  the  Variation  of  the  said  Compass  from 
the  true  Meridian  in  runiug  the  Lines  above  discribed,  but  that 
they  shall  be  run  by  the  said  Compass  without  any  allowance  for 
the. said  Variation,  And  it  is  further  agreed  that  if  at  this  our 
Present  meeting  we  shall  not  be  able  to  go  through  the  whole 
work  according  to  the  above  Stipulations  that  we  will  at  any 
Time  hereafter  meet  and  proceed  thereon  at  such  Time  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  By  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  York 
or  Commander  in  chief  for  the  Time  being  and  his  Honor  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut  for  the  Time  being.     And  in  Testi- 
mony That  we  whose  Names  are  underwritten  Do  mutually 
and  interohangably,  firmly  agree  and  consent  to  all  the  above 
Articles,  and  every  Clause  matter  and  thing  therein  contained. 
We  have  hereunto  set  our  Hands  and  Seals  at  Greenwich  in 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut  the  Day  and  Year  above  written. 
Jonathan  Law  [Seal]  Francis  Harrison  [Seal] 

John  Copp  [Seal]  Samukl  Brlls  [Seal] 

Cadwalladbr  CoiiDKN  [Seal]       Edward  Lkwis  [Seal] 
RoQKR  WoLCOTT  [Seal]  Isaac  Hicks  [Seal] 

A   true  Copy  of  an  Original   on  file  in  the  Secretary's  Office 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Examine 

•By  Grorgk  Wyllys,  Secretary, 
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Connecticut  Confirms  the  Agre«m«aL 
At  a  General  Assembly  lioldoii  at  New  Haven  In  his  HajeatyB 
Bngliab  Colony  of  Conneatlcut  in  America  on  Thursday  tho 
S"  day  of  October  in  tiie  fonrtli  year  of  tile  Reign  of  oar  Soy- 
«reignI>ord  (ieorge  tbexeoondof  Ureat  Hrit&in&oKln|f  Annoq. 
]>omo  1730. 

An  Act  for  tli«  Confirmation  of  the  agroement  made  at 
(Jrecnwioh  in  the  Coluay  of  Connecticut  on  the  20**  of  April 
Anno  Dom  1739  by  anil  between  theConitninstonersof  tho  Pro- 
vince of  Mew  York  and  Colony  of  Oonnectioat  for  the  Rnning 
and  awiertaining  tlie  Partition  Line  between  the  naid  Province 
and  Colony,  an  also  in  Oonflrtnation  of  the  surveyn  in  part  niade 
piiFHuant  thereto,  as  appears  liy  their  Report  under  their  Hands 
and  SealM  dated  at  Horwalk  in  the  Colony  of  Conneotlcut  on 
the  12"  Day  of  Uay  In  thu  Eleventh  Tear  of  the  B«ign  of  the 
late  King  tieorge  Annoq.  Dom.  ITS/iait  alno  in  approbation  nt 
the  present  meeting  of  the  CommlBHlonerx.  and  for  authorlz- 
ing  Com  mission  era,  to  proceed  and  perfect,  and  fully  ascertain 
the  Partition  Line  aforesaid  according  to  the  said  AgreemRnl. 
Whereas  an  Agreement  was  made  on  the  38*  of  November 
Anno  Dom.  ia8»,  at  Fort  JameH  in  New  York  between  tlie 
Right  Honorable  Thomas  Dnnt^an  Governor  under  hiw  then 
Royal  Highnexs  James  Unke  of  York  &o  of  Hew  York  anil  hla 
Connril.  and  Rol»ert  Treat  Ks^'  Governor  of  Connecticut  and 
otherM  In  Cominftwloii  wltli  liim  for  the  Settling  and  fixing  the 
Boundaries  and  Partition  Llneti  lietwcfu  the  Province  of  New 
York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  A  ml  Whereas  a  Siirvey  thereof 
was  begun  in  1S84  and  the  Partition  l.lnex  in  part  ascertained. 
And  Whereas  the  Miid  Agreement  and  Morvey  were  approved 
and  Confirmed  by  the  late  Kin^  William  In  Council,  And 
Whereas  an  Act  of  th«  Governor  Cotmcil  and  Assembly  of  New 
York  was  passe<l  In  the  Montli  of  Juno  in  the  fifth  Year  of  tho 
Reiirn  of  King  tleorge  the  first,  Entitled  an  Act  for  the  runlng 
anil  ascertainnig  the  I.ineHof  Partition  and  division  hetwlit 
I  b"  Colonies  of  New  York  anil  t  'onnectii-ut.  And  Whereas  King 
George  aforesaid  was  pli-aried  to  ^rive  the  Royal  Assent  to  the 
"aid  Act,  And  Whereas  a  rommfssinn  in  pursuance  of  said  Act 
iHiaring  date  the  3^  day  uf  April  niHi  waw  given  to  divente  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  pivrt  of  New  York,  And  Whereas  by  an  Act  of 
the  G-iivernor,  Council  and  Repri-nentativeti  in  General  Cimrt 
Assembled  at  New  Havun  on  the  fi'"  ilny  i.f  OcloU-r  Anno  f>oni. 
1731  diverse  Gentleiui'U  on  thi*  jiarl  of  Ihitj  (Colony  were  fully 
authorized  and  impowered  lo  Agree,  fix  and  ascertain  the  Par- 
Jition  IJnes  aforesaid.  By  Virtue  i>r  wlileh  Commissions  and 
Autlii>rltieM,  an  Agreement  waM  entered  inio,  between  thesdld 
Colonies  concerning  111.' haid   l.iin's.  find  jiart  thereof  waa  ao- 
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tiially  Run  and  a8certaine<l  by  proper  i]ioiiUfnent8a»  bythesaid 
Agreement  and  Report  of  the  CoiiiiiiiK8ioiierh  and  Surveyors 
api>ointed  by  the  said  Aot8,  and  CoinniisRionH  may  appear,  And 
Whereas  the  naid  Agreement  and  Survey  in  1725  hath  been 
approved  of  by  the  late  Governor  of  New  York  William  Burnet 
liaq  and  Council. 

Be  it  Enacted  and  Ordained  by  the  Governor  Council  and 
Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  and  by  tlie  Au- 
ihorityof  the  ^ame,  That  the  said  Agreement  and  Survey 
aforesaid  in  1725  Recorded  in  the  Records  of  this  Colony  and 
filed  in  the  Secretaries  Office  be  approved  of,  and  they  are 
hereby  approved  of,  Ratified,  and  confirmed  in  all  the  parts 
thereof,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  that  so  far  as  the  said  Com- 
missioners and  Survevors  have  Run  ami  ascertained  the  Lines 
as  by  their  said  Report  apiiears  shall  be,  and  remain  the  Par- 
tition Lines  between  this  Colon v  and  the  Colon v  of  New  York 
forever. 

And  further  Whereas  the  said  Commissioners  and  Surveyors 
at  their  meeting  at  Greenwicli  in  1725  did  Agree  that  in  Case 
they  could  not  go  through  witli  their  Work  at  that  Time,  that 
they  would  thereafter  meet,  and  proceed  thereon  at  any  Time 
when  the  Governor  of  New  York  and  the  Governor  of  C-onnec- 
ticut  should  agree. 

And  Whereas  the  Governor  of  New  York  did  profios:*  to  his 
Honor  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  that  the  Commissioners 
should  meet  for  that  end  on  the  29-**  of  September  last  and  did 
accordingly  meet  at  Greenwich,  their  said  meeting  is  by  the 
Authority  aforesaid  approved  of,  And  Whereas  the  runing 
and  ascertaining  the  remaining  part  of  the  Partition  Lines 
aforesaid  may  not  require  the  Attendance  of  so  many  Com- 
missioners as  were  before  appointed,  This  Assembly  do  hereby 
order  and  appoint,  that  Samuel  Eells,  Roger  Wolcott  and  Ed- 
mund Lewis  Esq",  or  any  two  of  them  whereof  Edmund  Ijewis 
Esq'  to  l)e  one,  shall  have  full  Power  and  Authority  in  Con- 
junction with  the  Commissioners  of  New  York  to  proceed  in 
runing  the  remaining  Lines  agreed  upon  as  aforesaid,  and  as- 
certain the  same  by  proper  Meets,  Monuments,  and  Bounilaries, 
the  Partition  Lines  an<l  every  of  them  according  to  the  afore- 
said Agreement  in  1725  and  make  Report  thereof  to  this  Assem- 
bly, ^^hich  Lines  when  Run, and  the placesdistinguished through 
which  they  shall  pass,  according  to  the  aforesaid  Agreement  in 
J725  shall  be  and  Remain  the  Lines  of  Partition  and  Division 
l>etwixt  the  Province  of  New  York  and  this  Colonv  forever. 

And  it  is  further  provided  that  in  Case  Edmund  Lewis  Esq' 
should  not  l)e  able  to  go  through  with  the  Work  aforesaid  us 
Surveyor  and  Commissioner  or  the  other  Commi8sionei*s  should 
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fail,  in  that  there  cannot  he  one  of  the  Gentlemen  in  Com- 
luiHsion  with  him  to  attend  the  Service  Then  it  shall  be  in  the 
Power  of  the  Governor  for  the  Time  bein^  with  the  Advise  of 
his  Council  to  appoint  and  Commissionate  other  suitable  Per- 
son, or  Persons  in  thei,  or  his  Room  and  stead  to  perform  the 
Service  aforesaid. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  public  Records  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut. 

Examine 

By  Georgr  Wyljlys,  Secretary. 


T)ie  B(ytindary  Suin>ey  Approved. 

This  Indenture  made  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  in  the  fourth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  sovereign  Lord  George  the  second 
by  the  Grace  of  Go<l  of    Great  Britain  France,  and  Ireland 
King   Defender  of  the  Faith  &c  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
One  Thousand  seven  hnndrea  and  thirty  One;  Between  Cad- 
wallader  Coiden  Esq'  {Surveyor  General  of  the  province  of  New 
York,  Gilbert  Willet  Esq'  and  Vincent  Mathews  Esq' Commis- 
sioners authorized  and  appointed  by  his  Miijestys  Commission 
under  his  great  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York  or  any  two 
or  more  of  them  in  Conjunction  with  the  said  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral or  his  Deputy  to  run  out,  mark,  distinguish  and  ascer- 
tain the  Linos  of  Division  and  Partition  between  the  Province 
of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  £is  by  the  said  Com- 
mission bearing  date  at  New  York  the  third  day  of  September 
in  the  fourth  year  of  his  Majestys  Reign  may  more  fully  and 
at  large  appear,  and  M'  Jacobus  Bruyn  Jun'  Deputy  Surveyor 
approved  of  by  the  Governor  and  (council  of  New  York  of  the 
one  part;    And  Samuel    Eells,  Roger  Wol cot t  and   Edmund 
Lewis  Esq"  Commissioners  or  any  two  of  them  whereof  Ed- 
mund Lewis  Esq'  to  be  one,  appointed  and  authorized  by  an 
Act  of   the   General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of   Connecticut 
bearing  dat^  at  New  Haven  the  eighth  day  of  October  in  the 
fourth  Year  of  the  reign  of  our  said  sovereign  Lord  George  the 
second  ;  to  Run  and  ascertain  the  liines  of  Division  And  Par- 
tition aforesaid  in  Conjunction  with  the  Commissioners  of  New 
York,  as  hy  the  said  Act  may  more  fuJlyand  at  large  appear  of 
the  other  part,  Witnesseth  that  the  said  C'ommissioners  of  the^ 
Province  of  New  York  an<l  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  pursuancv*. 
of  the  agreement  ma<le  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  Twenty  f\ve  and  approved  of  by  theGover- 
nor  and  Council  of  New  York,  and  by  the  General  AssemVilv  or 
Connecticut  Have  ran,  marked,  distinguished  and  ascertialnecl 
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the  lines  of  J>i vision  and  partition  which  were  not  distinffuished 
by  the  CommisHionerHin  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  Twenty  Five,  and  remained  to  be  done  pursuant  the  said 
Agreement  in  the  manner  and  form  hereafter  expressed  that  is 
to  say  the  said  Commissioners  of  New  York  and  Connecticut 
went  to  a  certain  point  of  Land  on  the  East  side  Hudsons  River 
commonly  known  by  the  Name  of  Cortlands  Point  nearly  op- 
posite to  Stoney  Point,  or  the  beginning  of  the  highlands,  and 
from  the  most  westerly  part  of  the  said  Point,  Run  an  East 
Line  according  to  the  Compass  twenty  Miles  in  length  strict 
measure,  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  East  Line  set  up  a  stake 
and  raised  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  as  a  monument  of  the 
place  where  the  said  Line  ends,  Then  che  Commissioners 
aforesaid  Run  a  Line  from  the  Monument  erected  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
five  at  the  end  of  the  East  North  East  Line  of  thirteen  Miles 
and  sixty  four  Rods  to  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  East 
filne  from  Cortlands  Point  aforesaid  which  Line  runs  nearly 
North  twenty  four  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  West  by  the 
Compass,  and  marked  and  distinguished  the  same  by  erecting 
of  a  stake,  and  raising  a  heap  of  Stones  round  the  Stake  at  the 
end  of  the  second  fourth  and  sixth  Miles  strict  Measure  from 
the  Monument  or  heap  of  Stones  at  the  end  of  the  East  North 
East  Line  aforesaid.  Then  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  Run 
a  Random  Line  from  the  Monument  or  heap  of  stones  at  the 
End  of  the  East  Line  from  Cortlands  Point  pursuant  to  the  said 
Agreement  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty, 
five,  until  it  intersected  the  Line  between  the  Colony  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  and  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  which  last 
Line  the  said  Commissioners  extended  ho  far  for  that  purpose 
which  Random  Line  was  run  North  twelve  degrees  East  ao- 
cording  to  the  Compass.  Then  the  Commissionei-s  aforesaid 
continued  the  said  Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  Hudsons 
River,  and  likewise  surveyed  the  Bank  of  Hudkons  River  so 
far  upwards  above  the  Place,  where  the  said  Massachusetts 
Line  fell  upon  Hudsons  River  as  was  necessary  to  Calculate 
and  fix  the  place  where  a  Line  runing  East  and  by  South  by 
the  Co  11  pass,  and  of  twenty  Miles  in  length  from  Hudsons 
Hiver,  shall  terminate  in  the  said  Massachusetts  Line,  and  the 
Ko.id  Commissioners  found  that  the  said  Ijine  of  Twenty  Miles 
In  Length  with  the  allowance  of  twelve  Rods  Hdde<l  to  every 
A^ile,  did  terminate  at  a  place  which  is  one  hundred  aud  thirty 
't-'wo  Rods  distant  from  the  place  where  the  said  random  Line 
^^itersected  the  Massachusetts  Line  continued  as  aforesaid  (the 
Lid  one  hundred  and  thirty  two  Rods  being  measured  Easterly 
m^m  the  said  intersection  and  upon  the  Massachusetts  Line) 
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at  wtiinh  pWrt;  A  I'.'nkn  wiu)  set  up  and  a  heap  of  stones  ralSMl 
rixiiiil  it  wliinli  lit^ap  of  tStoneior  Uoiiuiiient  in  (weatj'MlkadlH- 
tniit  from  HuiIhoiih  KivKratu^orilini;  totlie  Agri:i«ia«ntaforeBali1 
in  tlie  Yearuui!  llioiitiaiiil seven hundrtHl nnil  twenty  five;  Then 
tht)  GomiiiissioiiiirH  aforeHUJil  did  Riin  a  ftraJKht  Line  from  thf 
Uonniuent  at  thu  End  of  th»  Ea«t  Lino  from  (Portlands  point 
to  the  said  Monument  In  the  UnnsacliuHutts  Line  contlDUB<t  m* 
aforesaid,  which  Line  runs  nearly  North  twelve  degrees  and 
thirty  MiniileH  E!ast  liy  the  UniiiiMuw,  and  marlced  and  distin  • 
ffdisheil  the  Kame  by  setting  up  a  stal<e  and  erecting  a  heap  of 
Htones  at  tliti  second,  I'ourth,  sixth,  Elfihth.  Tenth,  twelfth, 
fourteenth,  sixteenth.  Eighteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty  Beooiid, 
Twenty  fourth.  Twenty  slith,  Twenlyeighth,  Thirtieth,  thirty 
third.  Thirty  fifth.  Thirty  seventh.  Portieth.forty  second,  forty 
fourth,  forty-soventh,  and  Fiftieth  Miles  utrict  measure  from 
tlie  Haid  heap  of  StoneH  at  the  End  of  the  East  Line  from  Cort- 
lantlt  Point,  And  the  (^ninmiRHioners  aforesaid  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connect  iont  Do  herelty  declare  tliat 
the  mid  Lines  rnnintf  North  Twenty  four  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  West  from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  tlie  Bast  north 
Bnf(t  Line  lo  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the  Twenty  Mile 
Lino  from  Cortlandw  Point  and  rnnlng  neaiHy  Norlii  Twelve  de- 
grees and  thirtymi:iDtesEaitt  from  the  HuidLtuefroMiCortlandH 
Point  to  the  stalce  and  heapof  Stones  in  the  MaH8aohut>ett«  Line 
fixed,  marked,  and  distinguished  um  aforeitaiil,  are  parrnllel  to 
Hudsons  River,  and  at  Twenty  Mites  dlxtance  from  the  xanie, 
as  the  Lines  of  I'artition  between  tlie  Haid  Province  and  Maid 
Colony,  ara-ording  to  the  agreementH  made  In  the  Year  One 
thouitand  nix  hundred  and  eighty  three,  and  one  thoniiaml  seven 
Hundred  and  twenty fiveought  to  lie.TheCoininfssionersafori- 
said  furtherdeclare  that  the  length  of  the  LtnerunlngpHrralell 
to  Hudsonx  River  from  the  enii  of  the  Bast  Ncirtli  East  Line  to 
tlie  end  oftlie  Eant  liinefromCortlands  Point  JSMevenMiWand 
on"  quarter  of  a  Mile  utrict  meanure  hut  with  the  Altownnee  of 
Twelve  RodNto  every  Mile  the  length  is  six  Ulles  three  quar- 
ters of  a  Mile  an<1  seventy  Mix  Roilf,  and  that  the  leiigtli  of  tin- 
Parrallel  Line  nining  from  the  end  <)f  the  Twenty  Miles  from 
Cortlands  Point  to  the  Mnwnchusetts  Line  is  Fifty  two  Mik>.« 
one  half  Mile  and  Sixty  Rod  striet  measure,  hut  with  the  allow- 
ance of  Twehe  Roil  to  every  Mile  it  is  only  Fiftv  Miles  three 
quarters  of  a  Mil^  ten  Rod  and  llfte^n  Links  in  length  and 
that  the  Breadth  of  theadditioiiul  Lands  of  sixty  one  tliousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  Aeres,  to  be  added  out  of  the  Colimy 
of  Connecticut  to  the  Province  of  New  Tork  with  the  allow- 
ance of  Twenty-five  Rods  to  a  Mile  annortlliiK  i<>  the  agreement 
in   tlie  Year  one  thousand   -even   Kundreil  and  twenty  Hvu  Is 
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one  Mile  three  quarters  of  Mile  and  twenty  Rod  strict  measure. 
Then  the  Commissioners  afores**  proceeded  to  set  off  the  said 
additional  Land,  for  which  purpose  they  set  olf  East  nine  de- 
grees Southerly  alou)^  the  Massachusetts  Line  One  Mile  three 
quarters  of  a  Mile  Twenty  one  Rod,  and  five  Links,  and  there 
erected  a  stake  with  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  as  a  monument 
of  the  North  £^t  Corner  of  the  said  additional  Jiandn,  and  set 
off  from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  Twenty  Miles  from 
Cortlands   Point   North  Eighty  four  degrees  East,  One   Mile 
three  quarters  of  a  Mile  and  fifty  two  Rods,  and  there  set  up 
a  stake  and  raised  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  as  a  Monument 
of  the  Place  where  the  Lines  which  are  parrallel  to  the  Lines 
at  Twenty  Miles  distance  from  Hudsons  River,  and  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty  Rods  Distant  from  them,  do  intersect  and 
terminate  in  each  other  and  then  continued  the  East  North 
East  Line  of  thirtean  Miles  and  sixty  four  Rod  from  the  monu- 
ment Erected  in  the  Year  one  thousand   seven  hundred  and 
twenty  five  One  Mile  three  quarters  of  a  Mile  and  Twenty  one 
Rod  further,  and  there  set  up  a  stake  and  raised  a  heap  of 
Stones  round  it  as  a  monument  of  the  Southeast  Corner  of  the 
said  additional  Lands,  And  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  fur- 
ther deolare  that  the  Line  runing  nearly  North  Twenty  four 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  West  from  the  last  mentioned  Mon- 
ument to  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  Line  runing  North 
Eighty  four  degrees  East  from  the  monument  at  the  End  of 
the  Twenty  Miles  from  Cortlands  Point,  is  marked  and  dis- 
tinguished and  set  off  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say 
hy  runing  perpendicular   Lines   from   the  Monument  at  the 
second,  fourth  and  sixth  Miles  in  the  Line  at  Twenty  Miles  dis- 
tance from  Hudsons  River  each  of  the  said  perpendiculars  be- 
ing five  Hundred  and  eignty  Rods  long  and  raising  a  heap  of 
Stones  round  a  Stake  at  the  End  of  Each  of  the  said  Perpen- 
diculars as  a  Monument  of  the  East  Bounds  of  said  additional 
Lands,  In  like  manner  the  Line  runing  nearly  North  Twelve 
degrees,  and  thirty  Minutes  East  from  the  Monument  at  the 
End  of  the  Line  runing  North   Eighty  four  degrees  East  as 
aforesaid  to  the  monument  at  the  North  EJast  Corner  of  the 
additional  Lands  of  sixty  one  Thousand  four  hundred  and  forty 
Acres  aforesaid  was  marked  and  distinguished  by  runing  |>er- 
pendicular  Lines  to  the  liine  parrallel  to  Hudsons  River  from 
the  monument  at  the  end  of  Twenty  Mil^s   from  Cortlands 
point  to  the  Massachusetts  Lino,  which  perpendiculars  were 
run  off  from  the  Monuments  aforesaid,  at  the  second,  fourth, 
sixth.  Eighth,  Tenth, Twelfth,  fourteenth,  sixtenth, Eighteenth, 
Twentyeth,   Twenty  second.    Twenty  fourth.    Twenty  sixth 
Twenty  eighth,  Thirtyeth,  Thirty  third,  Thirty  fifth,*Thirty 
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seventh,  Porty«th.  Forty  Beoond,  Forty  fourth,  »hd  •Wortf 
wsventh  Mi]«?a  anil  net  u]i  a  stake  uitil  Erectt-il  a  litiai>  of  Stones 
about  it  at  thu  tiaitt  «nil  of  eat^h  o(  thtt  iuu<l  pMrpundioulant  a« 
inoiiumentH  of  the  EuHt  BuuiuIh  of  Haiti  additional  Lands,  Tb« 
Haid  Commltwiotiiirit  having  omitted  to  run  oti  tha  Periiendioti- 
lar  at  the  flfUeth  Mile  IxtnaiiHe  it  woiilil  hav«  run  Into  Tahka- 
nook  Mountains.  Th«  CoinniiwlonerH  uforuBalil  ilcclare  that  the 
inoiinmunts  at  the  Knd  of  the  East  Line  from  Cortlands  point 
Htantlo  upon  a  RIdRe  of  Land  and  is  one  hundretl  and  aaveaty 
Keven  Rods  from  the  loiiif  Pond  lueaHiired  upon  a  Line  raning 
from  the  xaid  Monument  North  Twelve  de^reea  Eiast,  and  is 
likewise  one  hunilrtiil  and  seventy  six  Hods  from  the  Brook  that 
[seut>s  from  the  said  Pond,  being  measurtnl  ni*oii  a  Lino  ruii- 
ing  East  from  the  said  Monument  That  the  Monument  in  the 
HassaRhti setts  Line  continued  at  Twenty  Milfs  with  the  al- 
lowance of  Twelve  Kotls  to  every  Mile  from  Hiiilsous  River, 
stands  on  the  West  side  of  the  Ridge  of  Land  and  is  Forty  Rods 
from  a  Itranch  of  RoelolTe  Jansens  Kill,  called  the  Nurtse  Kill 
measartid  on  a  Line  runini;  Easterly  from  the  said  Monmnent 
along  the  MnseaehuBetts  Line,  that  the  Monument  at  the 
North  Eaat  Cornor  of  the  additional  I^anilH  in  the  Maasaobu- 
setts  Line  aforesaid  standti  ina  Valley  in  the  Talikanook  Mount- 
ains bt!ing  One  hundre<l  and  Twenty  onii  KoiIm  Eastward  from 
the  Top  or  Ridge  of  the  moat  westerly  of  the  aaid  Mountains 
there  being  a  creat  Utone  with  some  others  set  up  on  it  on  th<« 
Top  of  said  westermOHtMounlaIn, where  the  MasxacfanMtta  Line 
orosses  It,  That  the  Monument  wherethetwoEaetermoat  paTT'- 
allel  Lines  intersects  and  terminates  in  eooh  other  stands  on 
the  North  side  of  a  Hill,  and  is  Boutheaaterly  from  the  Easter- 
most  End  of  the  Inntr  Pond  ;  anil  that  the  Monument  at  the 
South  Badt  Corner  of  the  a<lditionul  J>andH  being  Bast,  Korth 
Elast  from  the  Monnnient  Erenteil  in  the  Year  one  thousanfl 
seven  hundred  and  Twenty  five  at  five  hundred  and  Eighty 
one  Rods  distiino*',  stands  on  the  west  side  of  a  stoney  RidRe 
al)oiitHix  Rods  h^ast  from  the  South  Knd  of  n  Swamp  and  is  two 
Hundred  und  Uixty  thr<;e  Rods  distant  on  an  East  North  ICaflt 
course  from  the  West  Branch  of  Norwslk  Kiver ;  and  theafore- 
sald  Commislonersuf  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  on  behalf  of 
the  Colony  and  Corjxiralion  of  Connect  iout  Have  yielded,  aur- 
rendered,  ami  delivered  up,  and  l>y  these  Presents  do  yield  sur- 
render, and  deliver  up  to  (he  Coiumissioiiere  of  fhe  Province 
of  New  York  nforenaid.  on  In-half  i.f  the  Province  of  New  York 
all  tho  Niid  nilditioiiiil  Lands  (the  same  in  the  iw:tual  poMession 
cif  tliosjiid  <'ori>orn(ion  now  being)  HnitndinR  Westerly  hy  th« 
aforesaid  Linea  Tuning  North  Twenty  four  ]>egree!taDd  thirty 
minutes  Westerly  from  tin-  monument  at  the  End  of  the  Ea«t 
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North  East  Line  of  thirteen  Miles  and  sixty  four  Rod  to  the 
nionuinent  at  the  end  of  tlie  I^ine  Runing  Twenty  MileH  from 
("ortlands  Point  and  runin^j^  from  the  naid  Monument  at  the 
Knd  of  the  uaid  Line  from  Cortlands  Point  North  Twelve  De- 
i;ree8  and  thirty  minutes  East  to  the  Monun^ent  in  the  Massa- 
chusettH  Line,  at  the  diHtauce  of  Twenty  Miles  with  the  allow- 
•iiice  in  measure  from  Hudsons  River  Bounded  Northerly  by 
the  8aid  Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bav  extended  from  the  last 
mentioned  monuments  Five  hundred  and  eif^hty  one  Rod  and 
five  Links  to  the  Monument  on  Taldianock  Mountain  aforesaid 
Hounded  Easterly  by  the  Lines  which  runs  from  the  last  men- 
ticmed  monument  to  the  Monument  which  is  six  hundred  and 
twelve  Rods  distant  from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the 
Twenty  Miles  froJu  Cortlands  Point  on  a  line  runin^j:  North 
Eitrhty  four  deg^rees  East,  and  from  the  s^  Monument  at  the  end 
of  the  six  hundre<l  and  twelve  Rods  aforesaid  to  the  monu- 
ment on  the  Stoney  Ridge  at  the  End  of  the  extended  East 
North  East  Line  as  the  said  Lines  run  through  the  several 
Monu ments  erected  as  before  men tione<l  and  bounded  Southerly 
bv  the  aforesaid  East  North  East  Line  of  Five  hundred  and 
eighty  one  RoiIh  in  length  between  the  monuments  at  the  End 
of  the  Eas*  North  East  Line  of  thirteen  Miles  and  sixty  four 
Rods,  and  the  Monument  on  the  west  side  of  the  Stoney  Ridge 
aforesaid  containing  sixty  one  Thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty  Acres  of  Land  with  the  allowance  of  measure  as  aforesaid, 
For  the  use  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors In  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  same  ought  to  be 
done  by  the  agreements  and  Covenants  entered  into  between 
the  Commissioners  of  the  said  Province  and  Colony  in  the  years 
One  thousand  six  hundred  and  Eighty  three,  and  One  thou- 
sand seven  Hundred  and  twenty  five,  And  the  Commissioners 
aforesaid  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut, Have  Established  and  atflxed  and  by  these  Presents  Do 
establish  and  Fix  the  said  Lines  from  the  Monument  Erected 
in  the  Year  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  five  at 
the  end  of  the  Easi  North  East  Line  |>arra11el  to  the  Sound  of 
thirteen  Miles  and  sixty  four  Rods  in  length  runing  East  North 
East  five  hundred  and  eighty  one  Rods  to  the  monument  on 
the  Stoney  Ridge  aforesaid  and  from  the  last  mentioned  mon- 
ument runing  nearly  North  twenty  four  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  West  to  the  monument  aforesaid  at  six  hundred  and 
twelve  Rods  distant  from  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the 
twenty  Mile  Line  from  Cortlands  Point  and  from  the  said 
Mcmiiment  at  six  hundred  and  twelve  Rods  distance  runing 
North  twelve  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  East  to  the  Monument 
in  the  Massachnsetts  Line  in  Tahkanock  Mountains  as  the  said 
16-VOL.  XVIII. 
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IjiijiHt  Ran  through  the  8t^veral  Monumentit  above  mentioned 
tn  liave  heem  erect  <<il  l>v  the  aaid  Cnuiinissioners  on  the  Eaitt 
Miile  the  fMl<l  additional  J^nde,  to  be  and  RemaiQ  from  hence- 
forth the  IjiiieH  of  Piirtltiou  and  divlHlon  between  the  Provinoe 
of  New  Vork,  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  forever,  whloh  Llii<-8 
togethpr  with  those  that  were  flied  and  eatabliBhed  In  the  Tenr 
One  Tliouiiand  seven  hundred  and  Twenty  Ave,  Do  every 
where  coiiiplfatly  and  entirely  separate  and  divide  the  said 
Province  from  the  ttaid  Colony  from  the  Bound  Bo  far  as  thn 
Jjine  of  the  MnsRachnsettn  Bay  aforesaid  and  that  the  Honii- 
inentu  Breoted  and  eBtahlJHhed  by  the  Co mTniHsionerH  aforesaid 
may  be  better  perpetnated  and  had  in  Remembrance  they  have 
made  a  description  in  writing  of  the  several  places  where  they 
have  erected  the  Monuments  aforesaid  )>earinf(  the  same  n&t** 
with  these  PresentH  and  sigDed  with  the  Hands  of  the  said 

In  Witness  whereof  the  Parties  to   tliese  presents  have  heri'- 
iinto  put   their   Hands  and  Seals  at  Dover  In  the  Province  of 
New  York  the  Pay  and  Year  first  above  written. 
Bamiihi.  Eklm  [Spall  Vimceht  HiLTHBWS  [Seal] 

Cadwalladkr  Coldkn  [Seal]      EDtfORD  Lrwis  [Seal] 
RooKR  WoLCOTT  [Seal]  J  Brwys  Jnn  [Seal] 

In  the  upper  House  Read  approved  and  ordered  to  l>e   re- 
corded 

Test  Hkz"  Wylltb  Secretary. 
In  the   Jjower  House.     Read  approved  and  ordered  to  be  rv- 
cordfd  Test  John  Rdssbll,  Clerk. 

A  true  Copy  from  an  OriiHnal  on  Hie  in  the  Secretary's  OtRet 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Ex  am  In'. 

By  Gboror  WyllyB  Secretary. 


Places  11  here  the  JUonumenta  inert  fixed. 
A  Defwription  of  the  Places  in  which  the  Monnments  wor<' 
fixed  or  set  np  by  the  subscribing  Com niiHni oners  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  NfW  York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  as  referred  to 
En  oertain  indentures  made  )M>tween  both  parties  t>earing  even 
Date  witi)  these  Presents  Vii,  In  tlte  line  runing  North  84*, 
30'  west  from  the  Monnment  Erectt-d  in  ihe  Year  17S5at  the 
end  of  the  T.iii<>  rnning  Bast  Xorth  Bast  of  thirteen  Miles  and 
sixty  four  Rods  in  length  to  the  Monnment  Erected  at  the  End 
of  Twenty  Miles  from  Cortianils  Point  at  the  distance  of  two 
Miles  fnim  tho  fald  first  roenlioned  Monum<*nt  Raised  a  heap 
of  t^loncs  for  a  Monument  nt  the  Root  of  a  Maple  Tree  marked 
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with  three  notches  ou  the  Soutli  East  and  North  west  sides 
standing^  on  the  Soutli  west  sides  of  a  Run  of  Water  in  a  iiiilley 
€5alled  Bever  Pond  Brook,  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each 
8i<le  of  the  said  Monument  in  a  North  24°,  30'  west  Course, 
Tlien  at  the  Distance  of  four  Miles  from  the  said  first  mentione<l 
Monument  in  the  aforesaid  Line  we  put  up  a  stake  on  the  East 
Kide  of  a  Hill  and  heaped  some  stones  round  it  for  a  Monument, 
which  we  esteemed  to  be  about  sixty  Rods  distance  northerly 
from  the  Cross  Pond,  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side  of 
the  said  Monument  in  a  North  24°,  3(K  west  Course,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  six  Miles  from  the  said  first  mentioned  Monument  in 
the  aforesaid  Line  they  put  up  a  stake  and  heaped  some  Stones 
round  it  for  a  Monument  on  the  East  side  of  a  lar^^e  white  Oak 
Tree  standing  in  a  Valley  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side 
of  said  Monuments  in  a  North  24°,  80'  west  Course,  and  the 
Monuments  that  were  fixed  or  set  un  in  the  Eastern  Line  of 
the  additional  Lands  adde<l  out  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 
to  the  Province  of  New  York  runing  Parrallel  to  the  aforesaid 
North  24°,  iW  west  Line  and  unto  which  refference  is  made  as 
aforesaitl  We  did  fix  up  corresponding  to  each  of  the  aforesaid 
Monuments  fixed  upon  the  western  Line  as  aforesaid  distant 
from  the  same  in  a  North  65°,  30'  East  Course,  or  at  right 
Angles  to  the  aforesaid  North  24°,  30' West  Line  one  Mile  3 
quarters  and  Twenty  Rods,  and  we  affixed  or  set  up  in  the 
places  following  (viz.)  corresponding  to  the  Monument  fixe<l 
up  at  two  Miles  distance  We  heaped  up  some  Stones  for  a 
Monument  on  the  West  Brow  of  a  Stoney  Ridge  of  Land  on 
the  Top  of  a  Rook  sticking  out  of  the  Ground,  and  marked 
some  Trees  on  each  side  of  said  Monument  in  a  North  24°.:  30' 
West  Course,  corresponding  to  the  Monument  fixed  up  at  the 
Distance  of  four  Miles  as  aforesaid  We  set  up  a  Stake  heaped 
some  Stones  round  it  for  a  Monument  being  in  a  Swamp  and 
on  the  North  west  side  of  a  Brook  which  runs  into  the  Pond 
of  a  Saw  Mill,  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side  of  said 
Monument  in  a  North  24°:  30' west  Course,  Corresponding  to 
the  6**  Mile  in  the  western  Line  as  aforesaid.  We  set  upa  Stake 
in  the  middle  of  a  Boggy  Meadow  in  the  Line  nining  nearly 
North  12° :  80'  East  from  the  aforesaid  Monuments  erected  at 
the  eml  of  Twenty  Miles  from  Cortlands  point  to  the  Monument 
Erects  at  the  End  of  Twenty  Miles  from  Hudsons  River  in  the 
MassachtiHetts  Line  at  the  distance  of  two  Miles  from  the  Monn* 
ment  at  the  end  of  20  Miles  from  Cortlands  point  aforesaid 
We  set  upa  stake  and  heaped  some  stones  round  it  on  the  west 
Ride  of  a  Hill  for  a  Monument  bearing  from  a  large  pointed 
Rock  Boath  2T*  East  one  ehain  and  eight  Links,  and  markecl 
fiome  Treeri  on  each  side  of  the  said  Monument  nearlv  in  a  North 
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I.",  :10'  Biuit  CoiirsH,  At  tli<-  iliHlitm^f  of  four  Milfx  jii  tlie  Haiti 
Lijw  axaforMiuii)  wi'  lu-t  u|>  il  ;<litkt<  on  llit>  Hixilli  weft  Hiile  of  a. 
K<%By  Mtuulow  iii>ur  llitt  Ki)|{«>  of  t\>v  xiiUl  BokkV  iii*^a<)<>w  ntiil 
licaiied  MDinA  StoiicM  roiiml  it  for  ii  Moiiiiiiieiit,  At  t))«  ilintannf 
of  fix  MileH  iiM  ufort-siiiil  wf  Mt-t  ii|ni  Mljikf  iiiui  li«ai»«><l  witnn 
»loii«N  roiiiKi  it  on  llie  Top  of  n  RI.Ik^  for  ii  Moiiii»i«iit  which 
wt'  fNleeiiiud  to  t>t<  alKiiit  iliirly  UikIh  Ewt  of  n.  <7e<lai-  Swamp 
ilimI-  iiiiirked  tmnie  Trves  c>ii  caRl:  hIiIc  of  najil  Moiiiiiiieiit  fu  u 
NMirlv  North  IS^.SO'  Ktt«t  c;oiir»c,  At  tU*-  distan.w  of  BiKht  Mites 
ns  Hfori'i>:itil  w«FiHt  up  aMukeniiil  lipap^ilupHomKatoiietiroiiiM) 
it  for  a  Uonuiiient  huJiiK  liftwtMiii  two  Rocky  HillM  aliout  four 
Ru;lx  from  tlie  EaxtermoHt  of  tlii'iii  »ii<l  itiarktid  Home  Trt-tw  on 
K<Lc)i  si<lH  of  Kaiil  iiioiiiniittiil  In  a  nuarly  North  13°:30'KaBt 
Coiii-B^;  At  thi"  illHtaiici-  of  Ttin  MileK  we  hpI  iip  a  Stake  ami 
hi^L|ieil  up  itoine  HtoiieH  roiiiiil  it  for  i\  Moiiiiinent  lieliig  on  the 
w<-Ht  HJile  a  Rjil|{«  of  Land  nixl  W  f^liaitiH  on  the  perpendinii iar 
Went  from  Crotnii  ItlverniKl  marked  mime  Trees  oa  BaohBltleof 
Haiil  MoniniieTit  in  aneiirly  North  13° :  UU'Kiuit  PoiirHt- :  Atth»  dio- 
taiiPe  of  Twelve  ftfiietiiiH  aforesaid  \reH«>t  up  uStakeaml  lifaiMMl 
ii|>iu>ine  StoneH  roiiix)  It  forn  Mouiinient  hejiii;  on  the  Eanttildi^ 
of  n  HiU  near  toa{>ohit  of  Roekit,  and  to  thewivt  Hide  of  a 
{{real  (^wampami  a  Ko^kv  Meadow  in  Hiiiil  Hw^np  on  C.'niloii 
Kli-«r:  At  the  DlHtaiice  of  foitrteeti  Mil>^HaH  aforesaid  w«  nft 
np  a  Fitake  and  lieaiH-il  up  xoint^  BtoneH  round  it  for  a  Monii- 
inenl  near  on  the  To|>  of  a  Moniitain  1>einK  on  tht'  F^t  Hide  of 
tlie  aforeKaid  jfrent  Swamp  and  near  the  South  went  Und  of  the 
Hiiiil  Monnlalii  ;  At  llic  dixtanre  of  isixttwn  MileH  as  afort-tiaiil 
we  Het  itp  a  Htake  and  hea|>ed  up  Home  Stonex  round  it  for  a 
Monument  heinn  on  the  North  West  fide  of  a  Bnnlief  Hiil  and 
marked  SiimeTreenon  eaeli  tiide  of  Hald  Monument  on  a  nearly 
North  13° :  ■W  Kawl  ( 'onnw ;  At  the  dintance  of  Eighteen  MileB 
In  thenaid  Line  aH  aforenaid  We  net  tup  a  Stakennd  heape<l  np 
Hotne  BtoneH  round  It  for  a  Moniiitient  lieing  on  the  NortI)  fide 
of  aSniall  Run  of  Water  unci  in  a  low  piei;eof  Land  and  niarkwl 
Home  Trees  on  eaeti  xide  of  said  Monument  In  n  nearly  North 
12";  SO'  l-:ast  Courwe  :  At  the  dislanee  of  Twenty  Mlleti  as  afore- 
waid  in  Haid  I.ine  we  heaped  nj)  nonie  Stones  for  a  Monument 
on  the  East  side  of  a  Hill  at  the  Bottom  of  a  Inrfte  Rook  ;  At 
the  dlHianci'of  'i'l  Miles  an  aforesaid  in  said  Line  we  Net  up  a 
Staki-  an<l  lieapi-d  uri  Borne  stones  roun<l  it  for  a  Monument  on 
the  west  side  of  a  hill  neiir  lo  a  Rnn  of  Water  on  the  went  Mde 
of  said  Hiil  Hud  about  .'id  Ri.ils  K  12°:  )'  H.nith  from  the  Ktu-l 
side  of  n  liir^i'  Polid.  anil  marke.1  some  Trees  on  eaeh  xiile  the 
salil  Mounment  on  u  ni'urlv  Nortli  12":  ;W  East  Courw;  At 
tile  distanee  of  34  Miles  iisaforestud  In  the  g"  Line  we  set  npn 
Slake  and   heuiH*d   n|i  some  Stones  round  it  fora  MonlimeitV 
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being  oo  a  Rock  on  the  We«<t  Hide  of  a  Hill,  and  on  the  Ea^t 
8ide  of  a  Gaily  &  a  Run  of  Water  Runing  Westerly  into  the 
gr€$at.  Swamp  about  5  Rods  from  the  said  Run  on  which  Run 
are  some  Sprace  Trees  standing  and  we  marked  some  Trees  on 
each  side  of  the  said  Monnment  in  nearly  a  I^orth  12^  30^  East 
(bourse;  At  the  distance  of  26  Miles  as  aforesaid  in  the  said 
J  Jne  we  set  up  a  stake  and  heaped  upsome  stones  round  it  for 
a  Monument  being  in  a  swampy  piece  of  Ground  on  tlie  North 
side  a  small  Run  '>f  Water  near  to  a  Clift  of  Rocks  being  to  the 
East  of  the  said  Monument  and  is  on  the  East  side  the  Ten  Mile 
River  about  half  a  mile  Northerly  from  the  Turn  of  the  said 
River;  At  the  distance  of  28  Miles  as  aforesaid  in  the  said  Line 
we  sett  up  a  Stake  and  heaped  up  some  Stones  round  it  for  a 
Monument  being  on  the  East  side  a  Rocky  Hill  in  a  Valley  be- 
tween the  Mountains  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side  of 
the  said  Monument  in  a  nearly  North  12° :  30'  East  Course ;  At 
the  distance  of  30  Miles  as  aforesaid  in  the  said  Line  we  net  up 
a  stake  and  heaped  up  stones  round  it  for  a  Menunient  on  the 
west  side  of  a  Mountain  near  the  Top  of  the  said  Mountain  Ink- 
ing about  South  East  from  the  House  of  Jacob  Vankampens 
and  Derrick  T)e<lnytsers,  and  marked  some  small  saplings  on 
each  side  the  said  Monument  in  a  nearly  North  12° :  30'  East 
Course,  At  the  distance  of  33  Miles  as  aforesaid  in  the  said 
Line  we  set  up  a  Stake  and  heaped  up  some  stones  round  it 
for  a  Monnment  on  a  plain  piece  of  Jjand  i)eing  distant  on  a 
South  77°:  SO'  East  Course  from  a  Pond  of  Water  in  the  said 
Plain  about  sixty  six  Rods,  and  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  foot  of  the  Mountain  which  is  to  the  Eastward  of  it ;  At  the 
distance  of  35  Miles  we  set  up  a  Stake  and  heaped  up  some 
Stones  round  it  for  a  Monument  in  the  s*  Line  l>eing  on  the 
North  end  of  a  Ridge  of  Land  near  to  a  Gully  or  a  small  piece 
of  Boggy  Meadow  being  Easterly  from  Sackets  House  and 
marked  two  white  Oak  Trees  the  one  on  an  East  Eight  degrees 
South  Course  distant  three  Rods  and  the  other  on  a  South 
Course  distant  five  Ro<ls  from  the  said  Monuments;  At  the dis* 
tance  of  87  Miles  we  set  up  a  Stake  and  heaped  upsome  Stones 
round  it  for  a  Monument  in  the  said  Line  being  on  the  west 
side  of  a  Gully  in  the  Hills  an<l  marked  some  Trees  on  eai^h 
side  of  the  said  Monument  in  a  nearly  North  12°:  30'  East 
Course ;  At  the  Distance  of  Forty  Miles  we  mark"*  a  white  Oak 
hapling  and  heape<l  up  some  stones  round  it  for  a  Monument 
standing  on  a  high  Ridge  of  I^and  being  forty  eight  Rods  east- 
erly from  a  small  Boggy  Meadow  ;  At  the  Distance  of  42  Mlle« 
we  set  up  a  stake  and  heaped  up  some  stones  round  it  for  a 
Monument  in  the  said  liine  being  on  the  west  side  of  it  dry 
Swamp  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side  of  (he  said  Monu- 
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iiienr  in  h.  nearly  Norlli  13°:  WEaflt  OoiirHe;  At  the  Diatanee 
(if  4  MileH  we  put  up  a  ntakt^  and  hi^ai>e(l  up  ttoiiie  titonee  round 
It  ti.r  A  UoiiiDiieitt  ill  tile  Haiti  I^ine  lieiiig  on  the  E^aRt  Bide  of  a 
Kwaitip  ati<l  on  tli«  VfttHt  aide  (>r  n  Hocky  Hill  being  alwat  M 
ttods  from  the  foot  oftuiiit  Hill  and  marked  Homa Treee OD each 
side  of  the  Mild  Uoiiiini>'iit  on  a  nearly  North  12°:»0'  Bast 
(Uinrtte ;  At  thediMance  i>r  47  Milea  we  net  up  aHlake  andhe«p(td 
lip  Hi)ini-  Stonen  round  it  tor  a  Monnineiit  in  the  said  Line  be- 
hiK  on  the  [<:>u<t  Hide  of  a  Hill  Westerly  from  the  tjouth  End  of 
Taranook  Mountain,  and  are  diMtant  on  a  West  12° :  80'  North 
(bourse  HJxty  Ho<)h  from  tiie  ^orth  branch  of  Ten  Mile  River; 
At  the  distance  ~iO  Miles  wt>  marked  an  Iron  Wood  Tree  with 
three  KoteheH  on  tli»  North  and  Soiitli  side  and  a  Chip  off 
Hhoveuiid  the  figures  (XXXXX)nn  the  wettt  side  thereof  and  put 
BOiiie  Hlones  to  the  Root  of  the  said  Tree  standing  in  the  w«Ht 
sidp  of  a  Hpnu-e  Swamp  Ijeing  aliont  18  Ro<1m  East  from  Talicnn- 
nock  Roiid  1  And  the  Monuments  that  were  flxpd  or  set  up  in 
the  [CnKtern  Lhie  iif  the  additional  Lands  mhled  out  of  the  Col- 
liny  of  Ponnenticntto  the  province  of  New  York  rnninKparratl«1 
to  till-  nforexaid  nearly  Nortli  13°:  8U  Eaiit  Line,  and  nntowliii-h 
KefTereiire  in  made  ns  above  mentioned  were  fixed  or  set  up 
corresiHindhig  roeaeh  of  the  aforeNald  Moinmients  fixed  ap  in 
the  weHtern  Line  ax  aforesaid  distant  from  the  same  on  a  South 
77' :  'M'  East  Coiiiiie  or  at  riRht  A  iigles  to  the  aforesaid  nfarly 
Nortli  12°:!J0'  EaMi  line  one  mil*-  three  quarters  and  twenty 
KoiIh  and  wernllxedorset  upia  tiii^  places  following  vIk.  corren- 
|K>nd<ng  to  the  Monument  fixed  or  set  up  at  the  two  Miles  dls- 
tanee  we  heaped  np  some  Stones  for  a  Alonument  on  the  West 
Mideof  a  Rocky  Hill  near  to  a  Chestnut  Oak  Tree  marked  with 
three  Notches  on  the  North  and  Month  Sides,  The  Monnmeiit 
( 'orrespondlng  to  the  Monument  at  4  miles  distance  as  iifnri>- 
miiil  Is  a  Slake  with  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  about  36  RodH 
and  a  )  to  the  E^tward  of  Moik>  Krook  :  The  Monument  ror- 
res|i<>ndinK  to  the  Monninent  at  U  Miles  distance  an  aforesaid 
is  a  Stake  with  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  near  the  north  end 
of  n  KwaTU]inn<l  liya  foot  I'ath  leading  to  Danhiiry;  The  Monu- 
ment eorrfsjNindtng  ti>  llie  Monument  at  8  miles  distance  as 
afoie^tiid  isaSlakeand  heapof  Htcmes  round  it  In  a  hollow 
ii|>on  a  high  Roi-ky  Hill :  Tho  Monument  corres|inndlng  to  the 
Monument  at  10  ililes  <llstance  as  aforesaid  Is  a  Stake  with  a 
iieap  of  Stones  round  it  in  spriiitfy  (Jround  on  the  West  side  a 
iiigli  Hill;  The  Monument  corres]>onding  to  the  Monument  at 
I'l  MileH  distance  a-<  aforexaicl  wax  set  at  the  Knd  of  two  Miles 
on  a  lin.'  runin;?  n.-arly  North  13°  W  Rant  from  the  monument 
<-orri>s[iiiii<ling  to  the  Monument  at  II)  Miles  distance  l>ecause  we 
could  not  carry  thv  pert«niiicnlar  across  the  great  Bwamp  that 
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was  overflowed  by  Croton  River  and  we  marked  the  Trees  in  the 
said  two  Miles  with  three  Notches  on  their  North  and  Soath 
Side ;  This  monument  is  a  heap  of  Stones  round  a  small  white 
Oak  Tree ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument  at 
14  Miles  distant  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  Stones  standing  on  the 
North  west  side  of  a  Hill ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to 
the  Monument  at  16  Miles  distance  is  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones 
on  a  high  Hill  there  being  two  small  ponds  to  the  South  East- 
ward of  the  Monument  tne  nearest  of  which  is  about  five  Rods 
from  the  Monument ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the 
Monument  at  18  Miles  distance  as  aforesaid  is  a  Stake  and  a 
heap  of  Stones  ui)on  a  ledge  of  Rocks  on  the  West  side  of  a 
Hill ;  The  monument  coresponding  to  the  monument  at  Twenty 
Miles  distance  as  aforesaid  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  Stones  in  a 
wet  piece  of  Ground  on  the  west  side  of  a  Steep  Rosky  Hill ; 
The  Monument  Corresponding  to  the  Monument  at  22  Miles 
distance  is  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones  on  the  East  side  of  New 
Fairfield  Hills ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument 
at  24  Miles  distance  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  Stones  on  the  North 
west  descent  of  a  Hili  that  is  on  the  East  side  of  the  Brook  that 
Issues  from  the  Pond  before  mentioned  ;  The  Monument  cor- 
responding to  the  Monument  at  26  Miles  distance  is  a  stake  and 
heap  of  Stones  on  the  West  side  of  a  high  Hill  and  is  35  Chains 
and  45  Links  on  the  perpendicular  Line  from  the  East  side  of 
the  Ten  Mile  River ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monu- 
ment at  28  Miles  distance  as  aforesaid  is  a  heap  of  Stones  on 
the  East  Brow  of  a  high  Hill  at  which  place  we  saw  New  Mil- 
ford  Town  Ousatonack  River  runing  at  the  foot  of  said  Hill ; 
The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument  at  30  Miles  dis- 
tance as  aforesaid  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  stones  at  the  South 
end  of  a  high  Hill ;  The  Monument  corresponding  1  o  the  Mon- 
ument at  83  Miles  distance  is  a  heap  of  Stones  on  the  Top  of  a 
hollow  Rock  on  the  west  side  of  a  Hill ;  The  Monument  corres- 
ponding to  the  Monument  at  85  Miles  distance  as  aforesaid  is  a 
heap  of  Stones  on  the  Top  of  a  Rock  on  the  west  side  of  a  Hill ; 
The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument  at  87  Miles  dis- 
tance as  aforesaid  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  stones  on  the  North 
side  of  a  Ridge  and  is  GO  Links  North  31°  west  from  a  Rock  ly- 
ing there  in  the  Ground  ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the 
Monument  at  40  Miles  distance  U  a  stake  and  heap  of  Stone  at 
the  West  side  of  a  swamp  and  40  Rods  on  the  perpendicular 
Tiine  Easterlv  from  the  Ten  Mile  River ;  The  Monument  corres- 
ponding  to  the  Monument  at  42  Miles  distance  is  a  stake  and 
heap  of  Stones  on  the  Brow  of  a  steep  Bank  on  thd  North  side 
of  the  Ten  Mile  River  where  it  runs  Easterly  and  is  likewise  21 
Rods  on  the  perpendicular  Line  East  from  the  East  side  of  the 
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said  River;  The  Monument  Corresponding  to  the  Afonument 
at  44  Miles  distance  is  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones  standing  at 
the  foot  of  a  Hill  and  Twelve  Rods  from  the  East  side  of  a  large 
long  Pond ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument 
at  the  47  Miles  distance  is  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones  in  a  low 
Xnece  of  Ground  lying  Southwesterly  from  Tahkanock  Mount- 
ain and  North  westerly  from  a  Meadow  and  is  near  the  Waggon 
Path  from  AVheatauke  to  Tahkanock.  We  likewise  marked 
some  Trees  on  each  side  of  the  before  mentioned  Monuments 
in  a  Line  runing  nearly  North  12° :  30'  East  where  any  trees 
stood  on  the  said  Line  near  the  said  Monuments. 

In  Witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  Hands  at 
Dover  in  Dutchess  County  in  the  Province  of  New  York  this 
fourteenth  Day  of  May  in  the  fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  (George  the  second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of 
great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
&c  Annoq.  Dom.  1731. 

SaMUKL  EBIiLS,  Cadwalladkr  Coldrn 

ROGKR  WOLCOTT  ViNCENT  MATHEWS 

Edmund  Lewis  J  Bruy:^  Jun' 

Dep*  Surveyor 

In  the  upper  House 

Read,  approved  and  ordered  to  be  Recorded. 

Test  Hkz*  Wyllys,  Secretary 

In  the  lower  House 

Read,  approved  and  ordered  to  be  Recorded 

Test  J  OHN  Russell,  Clerk 

A  true  Copy  from  an  Original  in  the  Secretary's  OflBoe  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut 

Exainin** 

By  Gkorgk  Wyllys  Secretary. 
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MINUTES   OF    THE    GENERAL    COURT. 


At  a  General  Court  held  November  ll'**  1644 

Whereas,  the  General  Court  for  thin  Jurisdiction  did  set^ 
Cause  to  put  forth  their  best  endeavours  to  procure  a  |>atent 
from  the  Parliament,  as  judging  it  a  fit  Season  now  for  that 
end  ;  and  therefore  desired  Mr.  Gregson  to  undertake  the  V'oy- 
age  and  business,  and  agreed  to  furnish  him  with  two  hundred 
Pounds  in  this  juris<1ietion,  of  which  in  proportion  to  the  other 
plantations,  New  Haven  is  to  pay  one  hundred  and  ten  Pounds, 
in  merchantable  Beaver.  It  was  therefore  ordered,  that  the 
said  One  hundred  and  ten  Pounds,  shall  be  procured  at  the 
Charge  of  the  town  Treasury  ui)on  such  terms  as  it  may  to  the 
Town  to  stand  the  terms,  and  bear  the  damage  that  may  come 
thereby. 

It  is  ordered  that  upon  the  admittance  of  any  Man  as  a 
planter  to  any  plantation  in  the  Jurisdiction  the  fundamental 
Ijawsand  Ordersconce rning notes  &c.  Shall  be  read  totheman<l 
approved ;  the  oath  of  Fidelity  shall  be  administered  to  them, 
the  plantation  which  is  to  receive  them  being  Satisfied  in  other 
particulars,  V)y  a  satisfving  Certificate  from  SufQcit^nt  Credita- 
ble persons,  of  their  good  behavior  and  Conversation.  The 
Governor  informed  the  Court  that  Mr.  Leveridge  had  been 
with  him,  and  proi>ounded  to  know,  whether  their  plantation 
at  Oyster  Bay  might  not  Join,  and  be  admitted  a  member  of 
the  Colony ;  He  also  propounded  some  objections  about  a  Pat- 
ent ;  about  public  Chargesin  this  jurisdiction  alx>ve  others,  with 
something  alx>ut  keeping  Courts  at  their  own  Plantations, 
all  which  was  answered.  So  as  he  objected  no  farther  but  de- 
sired to  know,  if  upon  further  Speech  with  their  town,  they 
desired  to  be  received,  whether  it  might  be  done  without  the 
General  Courts  meeting  again.  The  Court  Considered  of  what 
was  propounded,  and  declared,  that  if  upon  full  understand- 
ing the  fundamental  Laws  and  Orders  for  Government  here  es- 
tablished, they  shall  desire  to  join,  and  that  they  do  upon  their 
a<lmitt-ance  tAke  the  oath  of  Fidelity  as  before  ordere<l,  and 
in  a  writing  subscribed  by  them.  Solemnly  engage  themselves 
to  a  full  observance  thereof,  they  may  be  received  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Jurisdiction. 
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At  a  General  Court  f..r  New  Haven.  Marr.li  16.  16MJI. 

Tim  town  whn  intoriueil  tbat  Hie  oocaHion  of  its  meeting.  In 
to  let  them  iindArHtand  how  thin|{H  nrit  at  preuent  Coneeralng 
Delaware:  Now  John  ('oofter  in  returned.  Iieflndelittleencour- 
aicenieut  In  tlie  Bay,  f«w  Ix-ing  willing  ti)  cntjHfca  in  it  at  pre- 
Deut,  and  therefore  they  may  (^mnider  whether  to  Carry  it  on 
themeelveit.  or  to  let  itfnU.  Mr.  OofMlyearnaid.  notwithstand- 
ing the  dlHRourageinentii  from  Ihe  Bay,  if  a  considerable  Com- 
l>aiiy  apltcar  that  will  go.  lie  will  adventure  hix  Person  and  Et>- 
tule,  and  go  with  them  in  that  dexign  ;  but  a  UeiK>rt  of  oth*>r 
tihi|w  being  Come  to  the  Bweden,  Heenis  to  make  the  bunlnefa 
moredlflScalt;  aft«r  ninoh  debate  about  it,  it  wanvot^  by  the 
Town  in  tbix  Caae,  that  they  will  he  at  Twenty  or  Thirty 
pound  eharge— that  Mr,  Qoiidyear.  Sergeant  JefTery  and  ciiah 
other  (IM  they  think  fit  to  take  with  them,  may  go  to  Delaware, 
and  (-.arry  the  CommixHlonerH'  lettertt.and  treat  with  the  8wedeH 
about  a  prol>able  xettlement  of  the  Englioh  upon  their  own 
right,  and  then  after  harvest,  if  Ihingn  were  nlear'd.  Company 
may  renort  thither  for  the  planting  of  it. 


At  a  Ueneral  f'onrt  hel<l  at  New-Haven  for  the  juriddintion, 
JaEinary  80"  IB.-H. 

A  jM-tition  wa.i  preHenled  by  Tlioniait  Miinnim.  and  (.lohnj 
I'ooperof  New  Haven,  on  l>elialf  of  ii<'ompanyor  I'enionsin* 
tendinga  remove  to  )>e1aware  Bay.  wherein  they  projMMed,  that 
for  the  eidargement  <if  the  Kingdom  of  ChriMt,  the  8preadini{ 
of  the  tioxpel,  and  Hie  goiHl  of  protiperity  therein,  that  they 
liv(^  under  the  wiQgo  of  Christ,  they  wonlil  uflord  Some  enooiir- 
agement  to  help  forwanl  »u  Public  a  Work. 

r'.  That,  two  MagiKtrateH,  Mr.  Bam'  KaUhi  and  Mr.  Franrii 
Newnian,  may  have  lil>erty  from  tbia  Court  to  go  in  jierson  at 
ffmt,  Hn<t  in  eaKe  they  see  not  themselves  called  lo  lay  out  fw> 
niiicli  of  their  blKlateasis  like  tiil>ediHbiirtieil  in  such  an  under- 
Inking,  that  then  it  would  please  theCourt.  that  out  of  the  Jur- 
isdiction they  may  i>e  hoiionilily  pr(>viile<l  for,  as  Men  that  are 
u'ilinif  to  lay  out  themselves  for  the  Public  good. 

3'',  In  case  there  be  an  undertaking,  they  thai  go.  may  at 
llrst  gi)  niider  the  pnileetjoii  of  this  Juriiidiation.  and  that  in 
iifH  of  any  AfTriinl,  Hie  jiirisclictinu  will  engage  to  assiHt.  till 
by  the  bleiiHingor  Gml  they  may  lie  ablt'  by  Iheniselves  to  set 
[ipa  f'ommoiiwiiiilth.  lu-eording  tr>  Ihi'  fundamentAlK  for  Onv- 
•  rinnent  laiii  at  New  Haver;. 

:tV  Tliul  si-eingour  niiiiil>.'rsrtr.-yel  Small.  iil)out  or  betwixt, 
.W  and  till,  we  desire  llie  Conrl   l.i  consider  what  numlier  may 
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be  a  competent  number,  that  we  may  serve  Go(l*8  providence, 
and  yet  not  let  the  Work  fall  for  want  of  too  fj^reat  a  number. 

4^^  That  two  great  guns,  and  powder,  and  what  belongs  to 
them,  might  be  granted. 

.V^  Seeing  tliat  most  that  have  purposed  to  go,  do  only  for 
I^ublio  respects  undertake,  and  not  for  any  need  at  present, 
and  thereur>on  do  leave  their  houses  and  lands  without  that 
improvement  they  themselves  did  make,  they  desire  that  for 
some  time  as  the  ("ourt  shall  think  meet,  tliey  may  be  freed 
from  Rates  and  Public  Charges. 

6'^  Seeing  that  they  whose  hearts  God  stirs  up  to  undertake 
at  first,  are  men  for  the  general  of  no  great  Estates,  and  some 
cannot  go  without  help,  we  desire  that  a  sum  of  money  may 
he  raised  in  this  Jurisdiction,  which  may  be  employed  either 
to  buy  a  small  Vessel  that  may  attend  the  Service,  or  other- 
wise, as  shall  be  thought  meet.  Now  that  which  occasions  this 
last,  is  not  only  th<^  sense  of  the  great  Exi>ense  and  Charges 
at  tirst,  and  the  pres<  nt  need  that  some  have  now,  but  also  we 
have  heard  from  Sundry,  that  generally  men  are  willing  to 
help  on  the  Work,  either  by  Persons  or  Estates.  Thus  begg- 
ing uardon  for  our  boldness,  and  humbly  desire  to  Commit  all 
our  Consultations  unto  the  direction  of  the  God  of  Wisdom, 
and  rio  remain, 

Yours  to  Command 

John  Coopku 
Thomas  Mitnson 
in  the  behalf  of  the  rest. 

New-Haven  ^O***  of  the  11"»  month  1654. 

To  which  the  Court  returned  — 

That  having  read  and  considered  a  pa[>er  of  Some  proposi- 
tions, presented  by  Thomas  Munson  and  John  Cooper  of  New 
Haven,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  sundry  Persons  of  this  Jur- 
isdiction, and  ElsewLiere,  appearing  as  undertakers  for  the  first 
planting  of  Delaware ;  in  order  to  the  Public  good  of  this  jur- 
isdiction, and  the  enlargement  and  further  advancement  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ  in  those  parts,  do  return  in  answer  as  follows : 

!•*.  That  they  are  willing  so  far  to  deny  themselves  for  the 
furtherance*  of  that  Work,  in  order  to  the  ends  propounded, 
as  to  grant  Lil)erty  to  one  or  both  of  those  Magistrates  men- 
tioned, to  go  along  with  them,  who  with  such  other  lit  Persons 
as  this  Court  shall  so  meet  to  join  wich  them,  may  be  em- 
powered for  managing  all  matters  of  Civil  government  there, 
tteoording  to  such  Commission  as  shall  be  given  them  by  this 
Coart^ 

!8*.  That  they  will  either  take  the  Propriety  of  all  the  pur- 
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chasecl  LandK  into  iheir  own  liandH,  or  )eave  it  to  such  a8  8hall 
uiulertake  the  planting  of  it -provided  that  it  be  and  remain 
a  i>art  of  this  Jurisdiction.  And  for  their  encouragement, 
they  purpose,  when  (iod  shall  so  enlarge  the  English  Planta- 
tions, in  Delaware,  as  that  they  shall  grow  tiie  greater  part  of 
the  jurisdiction,  that  then  due  Consideration  shall  be  taken  for 
the  care  and  Conveniency  of  Vioth  parts,  as  that  the  Governor 
may  be  one  year  in  one  iMirt,  and  the  next  year  in  another, 
and  the  Deputy  Governor  to  be  in  that  part  where  the  Gov- 
ernor is  not ;  and  that  general  Courts  for  making  Laws  may 
be  ordinarily  but  once  a  year,  and  where  tlie  Governor  re- 
sides; and  if  God  much  increase  Plantations  in  Delaware,  and 
diminish  them  in  these  parts,  then  possibly  they  may  see  cause 
that  the  Governor  may  be  constantly  there,  and  the  Deputy 
Governor  here ;  but  that  the  lesser  tmrt  of  the  Jurisdiction  be 
protect'ed  and  eased  by  the  greater  part,  both  in  Kates  &  other 
^ise;  which  they  conceive  will  be  both  accf^ptable  to  Goci,  and 
(as  appears  by  the  conclusionsof  the  Commissioners  Anno  1C51) 
most  satisfying  to  the  rest  of  the  United  Colonies. 

3**.  That  for  the  matters  of  charge  propounded  for  encourage- 
ment to  be  given  or  lent  to  help  on  their  first  beginnings,  they 
will  pro|X)und  the  thing  to  the  several  i>articular  Plantations, 
and  promote  the  business  for  procuring  sometliing  that  way, 
and  Shall  return  their  answer  with  all  convenient  speed. 


At  A  general  Court  held  at  New  Haven  for  the  Jurisdiction 
&c,  July  5'\  1654. 

A  letter  was  now  by  order  of  this  Court  sent  to  the  Swedes 
at  Delaware  Bay,  informing  them  of  the  Propriety  which 
some  in  this  Colony  have,  to  large  tracts  of  Land  on  both  sides 
of  Delaware  Hay  and  River,  and  desiring  a  neighborly  Corres- 
ponding with  them,  both  in  Tra<lingand  J'lanting  there.  And 
our  answer  hereof. 

Jfotwred  and  hnlotcd  in  the  Lord  — 

We  the  general  Court  of  New  Haven  T/olony,  being  Sensible 
of  the  wrongs  which  this  Colony  hath  suflfered  lately,  by  your 
unjust  pretences  an<l  encroachments  upon  our  just  rights,  have 
unanimously  Consente<l,  though  with  grief  of  heart,  being  com- 
pelled thereunto,  to  declare  unto  you  and  unto  all  whom  x\\ei 
knowledge  thereof  luay  Concern,  what  yourselves  do  or  may 
know  to  be  true  as  followeth. 

r*.  That  the  first  beginning  of  th«3se  Plant atioub  by  the  Sea 
side  in  these  western  jiarts  of  New  England,  being  engage<l  to 
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Sundry  Frientln  in  London,  and  in  other  places  about  London 
(who  purposed  to  plant  noine  with  them  in  the  same  Town  and 
others  an  near  to  them  as  they  niif^ht),  to  provide  for  them- 
selves some  convenient  places  by  the  8ea-Side  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton in  the  Massachusetts,  having  a  special  right  in  their  Pat- 
ent, two  of  them  being  joint  purchasers  of  it  with  others,  and 
one  of  them  a  patentee,  and  one  of  the  assistants  chosen  for 
the  New  England  Company  in  London,  where  they  abode  all 
the  winter  following;  but  not  finding  there  a  place  suitable 
to  their  purpose,  were  |>ersuaded  to  view  these  parts,  which 
those  that  view'd  approved ;  and  before  their  removal,  find 
that  no  English  were  planted  in  any  i>l&ce  from  the  Fort  called 
Saybrook,  to  the  Dutch  purposed  purchase  of  the  Indians, 
the  natural  proprietors  of  those  Lands,  that  whole  tract  of 
liimd  by  the  Sea  (^oast  for  themselves,  and  those  that  Hhould 
(/ome  to  them;  which  they  also  signified  to  their  friends  at 
Hartford  in  Connecticut  Colony,  and  desired  that  some  fit 
men  from  thence  might  be  employed  in  that  business,  at  their 
proper  Cost  &  Charges;  wrote  to  them,  unto  which  letters 
having  receiv'd  a  satisfactory  answer,  they  acquainted  the 
Court  of  Magistrates  of  Masachusetts  Colony,  with  their  pur- 
pose to  remove,  and  the  grounds  of  it ;  and  with  their  consent 
began  a  Plantation  in  a  place  situated  by  the  Sea,  called  by 
the  Indians  Quinnepiaug,  which  they  did  purchase  of  the  In- 
dians, the  true  Proprietors  thereof,  for  themselves,  and  Pos- 
terity; and  have  quietly  iK>ssessed  the  same  about  six  and 
twenty  years,  and  have>)uried  great  Estates  in  Buildings,  Fenc- 
ing, and  clearing  the  ground,  and  in  all  sorts  of  husl>andry, 
without  any  help  from  Connecticut  or  dependence  upon  them, 
and  by  voluntary  Consent  among  themselves,  they  settled  a 
Civil  Court  &  Government  among  themselves,  xipim  such  fund- 
amentals as  were  established  in  Massachusetts,  by  allowance  of 
their  Patent,  whereof  the  then  Governor  of  the  Bay  the  right 
Worshipful  Mr  Winthrop,  sent  us  a  copy,  to  improve  for  our 
best  advantage.  These  fundamentals  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
sai<l  Quinnepiaug  approved,  and  l>ound  themselves  to  submit 
unto  and  maintain,  and  chose  Theophilus  Eaton  Esq*"  to  l>e 
their  (Governor,  with  as  good  right  as  Connecticut  Hettled  their 
Govern*  among  themselves,  and  continued  it  above  twenty 
vears  without  anv  Patent. 

2'.  That  when  the  help  of  Mr.  Eaton,  our  ffovernor,  and 
some  others  from  Quinnepiaug  wasdesireci  for  ending  of  a  con- 
troversv  at  Weathersfleld,  a  Town  in  Connecticut  Colony,  it 
being  judged  necessary  for  peace  that  one  party  should  removn 
their  dwellings,  upon  equal  Satisfactory  terms  proposed,  the 
Governor  Magistrates  &c  of  Connecticut  offered  for  their  i>art. 
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that  tf  the  iHirtieH  that  would  reiiiov»-,  Htioulil  Hnd  a  At  plan* 
to  plant  ill,  iiiHiii  the  Klver  Connecticut;  would  grant  ft  to 
thorn;  anil  tl)i»  tiovernor  of  Quinnepiaug  (now  callm)  Now 
Haven,)  and  the  retit  then  present  JolncKl  with  him,  and  {iro- 
mixed  that  if  they  should  flud  a  lit  place  for  themeelveB  by  tlie 
Sea  Side,  New  Haven  would  ffraiit  it  unto  them;  which  ac- 
cordingly New  Haven  performed,  and  bo  the  Town  of  Stani- 
fonl  begun,  and  became  a  member  of  New  Haven  Colony,  an<t 
so  ooatinueth  unto  this  day. 

Thuu  in  a  public  ABsembly  of  Connecticut  was  the  dtetfnct 
liftht  of  Connecticut  upon  the  River,  and  of  New-Haven  by 
the  Sea-Side,  declared,  with  consent  of  the  Governor,  Hagis- 
trateB,  HIntatera,  and  lietter  sart-a  of  the  people  of  Conneolicui 
at  that  time. 

3".  Sundry  other  Townships  by  the  Sea  Side,  and  SouthoM 
on  I-ong  Island  being  settled  in  their  inherit-ancee  by  right  of 
purchaeeof  their  Indian  Proprietors,  did  voluntarily  join  them- 
Belvexto  New  Haven,  to  be  all  under  one  Jurisdiction,  by  a  llrni 
engagement  to  the  fundamentals  formerly  settled  In  New 
Haven;  wtiereupon  it  was  called  New  Haven  Colony.  Tlie 
genera)  Court  l>«ing  thus  constituted,  Chose  the  said  Th*H>- 
phllus  Eaton  Ksq'.  a  man  of  singular  wisdom,  goillinessand  ex- 
perience, to  be  Ihf  (Governor  of  New  Haven  Colony,  and  tliey 
chose  a  competent  nnniber  of  Magistrates,  and  other  Offlcera 
for  the  several  Towns.  Mr.  Eaton  so  wull  managed  that  great 
trust,  that  he  was  chosen  Governor  every  year  while  he  lived. 

All  this  time  Connecticut  never  questioned  what  was  done 
at  New  Haven,  nor  pretended  any  right  to  It,  or  any  of  the 
Towns  belonging  to  rlils  Oolony,  nor  objected  against  our  be- 
ing a  dliitinct  Colony. 

4'\  When  the  Dutch  claimed  n  right  to  New-Haven,  and  all 
along  the  Coast  by  the  Sea  Side,  it  being  reported  they  wou  Id 
set  up  the  Prince  of  Orange's  Arms,  the  Governor  of  New 
Haven  to  prevent  that,  caused  the  King  of  Englands  Arms  to 
bo  fairly  cut  on  wood,  anil  Set  upon  ai>ost  on  the  Highway  by 
the  8ea-Side,  to  vindicate  the  right  of  the  English,  without 
consulting  Connecliont,  or  seeking  thi^ir  concurrence  therein. 

6'*.  In  the  year  1013,  upon  weighty  Considerations,  an  union 
of  four  distinct  ('oloniea  was  agreed  u|>i>n  by  all  New  England. 
(Except  Rhoilo  Inland,)  in  Iheir  Several  general  Cimrts.  and 
was  estahlished  by  a  nioMt  Hiilioun  (.Confederation,  whereby  they 
bound  themHelven  mutually  In  prfnerve  unto  each  Colony  its 
entire  jurlsiliction  within  itself  respectively,  and  to  avoid  the 
putting  of  two  into  one,  by  any  Act  of  their  own,  without  the 
consent  of  Ciimmissioiiersfrom  the  fournniled  Colonies;  which 
were  from   that   time,  and  still  are,  (bulled  and  known  by  the 
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title  of  the  foar  uniteil  Colonies  of  New  England.  Of  tlieee  <>ol- 
onies  New  Haven  was,  unci  is  one,  anil  in  this  Solemn  Confe<l- 
eration  Conneotiout  joineii  with  tne  rest,  ami  with  us. 

6^.  In  the  year  1644,  the  general  Court  of  New  Haven  Col- 
ony, then  bitting  in  the  Town  of  New  Haven,  agreetl  unani- 
mously, to  send  to  England  for  a  Patent ;  and  in  the  year  1040 
Committed  the  procuring  of  it  to  Mr.  Grigson  one  of  our  Mag- 
istrates, who  entered  ui)on  his  voyage  in  January  of  that  year 
from  New  Haven,  furnished  with  some  Beav#*r,  in  order  theic- 
unto  as  we  suppose,  but  by  the  providence  of  <4o<i,  tlie  ship 
and  all  the  passengers  and  goods  were  lost  at  ISea  in  their  pas- 
sage towards  England,  to  our  grief  and  the  prostration  of  that 
design  for  that  time ;  After  which  the  troubles  in  England  put 
a  stop  to  our  proceeding  therein.  This  was  done  with  the  Con- 
sent and  desire  of  Connecticut  to  confer  with  New  Haven 
therein,  whereby  the  difference  of  times  and  mens  spirits  in 
them,  may  l>e  discovered  ;  for  then  the  Magistrates  of  Connec- 
ticut with  consent  of  their  general  Court,  knowing  our  pur- 
pose, desired  to  join  with  New  Haven  in  procuring  that  Pat- 
ent for  common  privileges  to  both«  in  their  distinct  jurisdic- 
tions, and  left  it  to  Mr.  Eaton's  wisdom  to  have  the  Patent 
framed  accordingly.  But  now  they  seek  to  procure  a  Patent 
without  the  Concurrence  of  New  Haven,  and  contrary  to  our 
minds  Expressed  before  this  Patent  was  sent  for,  and  to  their 
own  promise,  and  to  the  terms  of  the  confederation,  and  with- 
out miffloient  Warrant  from  their  Patent,  they  have  invaded 
our  rights,  and  seek  to  involve  New  Haven  under  Connecti- 
cut Jurisdiction. 

7*^.  That  in  the  year  1646,  when  the  Commissioners  first  met 
at  New  Haven,  Kieft  the  then  Dutch  Governor,  by  letter  Ex- 
postulated with  the  Commissioners,  by  what  warrant  they  met 
at  New  Haven  without  his  Consent,  seeing  it,  and  all  by  th*' 
Sea  Coast,  belonged  to  his  principals  in  Holland,  and  to  the 
Lords  the  States  General. 

The  answer  to  that  letter  was  framed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  Gover- 
nor of  New  Haven,  and  then  President  of  the  Commission,  ap- 
proved by  all  the  Commissioners  and  sent  in  their  names,  wiili 
their  Consent,  to  the  then  Dutch  Governor,  who  never  replie<l 
thereunto. 

8*.  That  this  Colony  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King  i'lmrles 
the  first,  received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Lords  anc! 
Commons  for  Foreign  Plantations,  then  sitting  at  West  mi u- 
tt«r,  which  letter  was  delivered  to  our  Govwrnor,  Mr.  Eaton, 
for  freeing  the  several  distinct  Colonies  of  New  England  from 
Molestation, by  the  appealing  of  troublesome  Spirits  unto  Eng- 
,. whereby  they  declare<i  that  they  had  dismissed  all  causes 
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ili^Ijendlni;  before  tlii<in  from  Nhw  Knglnixl,  Aiid  tliat  they  &(1- 
viiwtdall  i[ilial>itaiitrit<>  Biibinit  to  their  ruH(M<ctlvt)Ki>vnmiuentH 
there  eHtablitiheil.  Aud  toikcquietw^e,  wtiuii  thuir  CHiiHABHliall  b« 
thKri>  hearil  anil  ilelcriiimed,  of  it  Iti  to  Im  tw^eii  iiioru  laiftel)'  Bi- 
prHMtBd  In  tli«  iirltfiiml  wliiiOi  vik  have  HiilixDrilMHl  (thiM)  Your 
lUMiired  frJHmlH 

PKMBROKK  MANt^HKSTKIt  WARWItiK 

W.  Uav  Si  Skai,  Fii.  Daikk  Dknbiqh 

In  thix  onler  ihcy  KiilMcrilifd  thi'lr  iiiLirit'ti  with  their  own 
ImiKlM,  which  w«  hiivf  Ift  whf  w,  utul  th«y  iiii»crH>i:<d  or  direotitd 
thin  letter  to  our  wortliy  frJetidH,  the  (lovenor  nnd  aaaiBtants, 
or  tliH  I'lHDtation  or  Nfw  Haven  In  New  Kiigliuid  ;  Whereby 
yon  inttV  flearly  oee  that  the  KiKht  Hon.  the  Earl  or  Warwtok, 
uiid  the  Liin)  viwioiiiit  Buy  unil  Bvn\.  lately  nne  or  hla  Haiettty'H 
that  now  in,  KiuK  ('harleit  the  Second  hlx  moot  honorable 
I'rivy  Council,  uhhImo  ih»  UlKht  Hon  Earl  of  MunoheHter  Still 
in,  hod  no  purjK>H«  i^rter  New  Haven  Colony  HltQiited  by  th«  Sea 
Side  WHM  Settled,  to  be  ii  diittjnct  i;"^'*^rnment.  that  it  ithoiild 
l>e  put  under  the  I'alent  tor  Connecticut,  whereof  they  had 
only  friiiueil  n  C<ipy.  beron>  any  honne  wiih  erected  by  the  Bea 
Side  from  the  Fort  lo  tlm  Dntch  ;  whieli  yet  wait  not  8igne<l 
and  Sealed  by  the  luat  KlnK  for  a  Palent,  nor  bad  yon  any 
Pat«nt,  till  your  at;eiit  Mr.  Wiiitlirop  procured   it  about  two 

Ii'".  That  in  the  year  1»B0.  when  the  Coi 
fnnr  united  Coloniexor  New  EiiKland  met  ai 
Hutch  fJovernor  IwinK  then  tintl  there  prexent ;  Mr  Eaton  the 
then  tl-overnoror  New  Haven  Colony,  eoniplained  of  the  Dutoli 
CJovernor'M  encroaohlnf;  upon  our  (Jolony  of  New  Haven,  by 
taking  under  hia  juriMiHotlnn  a  Township  beyond  Btamford, 
ralleil  Greenwich,  all  the  CoukuifHuioiierH  oh  well  for  Oonneo- 
ticut  iLH  for  the  other  (iolouiex  conclmleil  that  Greenwich,  and 
fonrinileftlw-yond  it  belongs  to  New  Haven  .luriMdlntlon,  where- 
uiitci  the  Dutch  liuvernor  then  yiehled,  and  reBtored  it  to  New 
Muveii  (Jolony,  ihun  were  our  houndii  westward  Settled  by 
i-onsent  or  all. 

10'°.  That  when  the  Hon''  (rovernor  of  <'onneetioat  John 
Winthrop  Etiq',  hail  consented  to  undertake  a  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, to  pronure  a  Patent  for  rouneclicut.  in  the  year  ItWl,  n. 
friend  warned  Idni  by  letter  not  lohavehinhandiuHO  nnrieht. 
eounari  Act,  oh  t>ii  far  lo  Extend  I  lie  line  of  tlielr  Patent,  that 
the  Colony  of  New  Haven  flionld  be  involved  in  it. 

For  andwer  thereunto  he  was  jileaxed  to  certify  that  friend, 
in  two  LetterK,  widrh  he  wrote  from  two  Several  p1aci-H  before 
hlKdeparlure,  that  no  Huch  thing  woh  intended,  but  rather  the 
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•ToBtimiy.  that  t  hf  M«giwi»<«^  had  •gr^w)  and  ^iprt^Wil  Inthw 
pre?«ncv  >■{  »>iii^  Uinii'ters.  itint  ■(  iheir  Liiii'  Shoahl  iMU'h  ua, 
wfaieh  tbtfj- km-wnoi,  ihe  Copy  tiding  in  Englaail.  }-et  >Vw- 
Havi^D  Colony  flioutd  1h-  nt  ful)  liberty  (o  join  with  tfaent  or 
not.  This  agrv«ii)i*Dt  to  Kttcetri)  maile  int  twcurp,  who  eh« 
woald  havv  procured  ii  Pawnt  for  ourselven,  within  i>iir  own 
knowQ  hounit».  scconling  tu  parch«»e.  withont  doiug  »iiy 
wrong  to  Connptrliciit  in  their  jQBt  boand^  nnd  limita. 

II'*.  Tliai  nntwithntandinK  all  the  pruini»v«,  in  thiijrMtr  IMS, 
when  yoa  bad  rereir«H.I  vfiur  Patent  nnder  his  Majtwtr'a  Itand 
and  Seal.  Contrary  to  yonr  promise  and  Boleuin  Oonfeder*- 
tion,  and  to  cuinmou  equity,  at  yuar  first  gfni>nd  Atttetnbly, 
yet  which  troiiM  not  be  Calie*]  g*^nt>ral  without  U^  if  wewera 
under  yonr  Patent,  Seeing  none  of  uawerentlled  lher*iiintOk 
yon  agree<l  jimonB  yourwlvpf  to  treat  with  New  Haven  Col- 
ony abotit  Union  by  your  Commi>>Bioneni  chosen  for  that  end. 
Within  two  or  three  days  after  that  Asset  n  lily  waddiaaolved.bnt 
before  (he  eudinifof  that  sewnion,  you  maile  an  unrighteous 
breach  in  our  Colony,  by  taking  uniler  yonr  Patent  Some  of 
oars,  from  Slainfoni,  and  from  Oullford.  and  from  Southold, 
Contrary  to  yonr  eni;ageineni8  to  New  Haven  Colony,  and 
withont  our  consent  or  knowledge. 

This  bein^  thus  done,  some  sent  from  you  to  treat  with  na, 
Show'd  aoine  of  onre  your  Patent,  whlah  bt-ing  road  they  de- 
clared to  yours,  that  New  Haven  Colony  is  not  at  all  mentlonad 
in  your  Patent,  and  gave  yon  Rome  reasons  why  they  beljevart 
that  the  King  iliil  not  intend  to  put  this  Colony  under  Con- 
necticut, without  our  desire  or  knowledge,  and  they  added, 
that  you  look  apreposterons  Course  in  flrstdianipmberingthia 
Colony,  and  After  that  treating  with  It  about  Union ;  whioh 
ia  as  if  one  man  purposing  to  treat  with  another  about  tinion, 
-first  cut  »f  from  liiin  un  Arm,  and  a  T.eg,  and  an  Ear ;  then  to 
treat  with  him  about  Union. 

The  Rev'  Mr.  Stone,  also  the  teacher  of  the  Choroh  at  Hart- 
ford, wanone  of  the  Comniirtpt',  who  t>elng  asked  what  he 
thought  of  this  Action,  answered,  that  he  would  not  Justify  It. 
13^.  Afler  that  Conference,  our  Committee  sent  by  order  of 
the  general  Court,  by  two  of  our  MagiHtrates  and  two  of  our 
Elders  iio,  a  writing,  Containing  Hundry  other  roasnns  for  our 
nni  joining  with  you,  who  also  finding  that  you  persisted  In 
Q  "Will  i-  Wiiy,  ileclared  to  yon  our  own  resohillon  to 
i  to  his  Majesty,  in  explain  his  true  intendment  &  mcan- 
^iTour  Patent  whether  it  wan  to  subject  this  Colony 
r  not;  bKinp^piTsnBded.aii  westillare,  that  it nolther 
tohifl  royal  will  &  pleasure  to  confound  this  ('olony 
a  Id  dastroy  the  so  long  eontinued  and  to 
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i^trongly  settled  distinction  of  the  four  United  Colonies  of  New 
Enfifland,  without  our  desire  or  knowledg^e. 

13*^.  That  acoordingly  we  forthwith  sent  our  appeal,  to  be 
humbly  presented  to  his  Majesty  by  some  friends  in  London ; 
Yet  out  of  our  dear  and  tender  respect  to  Mr.  Winthrops  peace 
and  honor,  some  of  us  advised  those  friends  to  communicate 
our  papers,  first  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Winthrop  himself,  to  the  end 
that  we  min^ht  find  out  some  effectual  expedient  to  put  a  soo<l 
end  to  this  uncomfortable  difference  between  you  and  us,  and 
also  to  present  our  humble  Address,  to  his  Majesty;  Accord- 
ingly il  was  done — and  Mr.  Winthrop  stopped  the  proceeding 
oC  our  appeal,  by  undertaking  to  our  friends,  that  &a 


The  R$nMnstrance^  or  Declaration  sent  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  Connecticut  Colony^  from  this  Courts  is  as  followeth : 

Gbntubmrn: 

The  proposed  grounds  or  ends  of  your  and  our  Coming  into 
these  parts  are  not  unknown,  being  plainly  expressed  in  the 
prologue  to  that  Solemn  Confederation,  entered  into  by  the 
four  Colonies  of  New  England,  printed  and  published  to  the 
world,  vi7M  to  advance  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  to  enjoy  the  liberties  of  the  Gospel  in  purity  and  peace ; 
for  which  we  left  our  dear  native  Country,  and  were  willing 
to  undergo  the  difficulties  we  have  since  met  with  in  this  Wild- 
erness, yet  fresh  in  our  remembrance.  Being  the  only  end  we 
still  pursue,  having  hitherto  found  by  Experience  so  much  of 
the  presence  of  Go<l  with  us,  and  of  his  goodness  and  Compassion 
toward  us  in  »o  doing  for  this  many  years ;  yet  considering 
how  unanswerable  our  returns  have  l>een  to  God,  how  unfruit- 
ful, unthankful  and  unholy,  under  so  much  means  of  Grace, 
and  such  liberties,  we  cannot  but  lament  the  same,  judge  of 
ourselves,  and  justify  God,  should  he  now  at  last  cast  off  h<> 
long  patience  towards,  us  bring  desolating  judgments  upon 
US,  and  make  us  drink  of  the  dregs  of  that  cup  of  indignation, 
lie  hath  put  into  the  hands  of  his  people  in  other  i>arts  of  the 
World,  or  suffer  such  Contentions  (in  just  displeasure)  to  arise 
among  us,  as  may  hasten  our  Calamity,  and  increase  our  woe, 
which  we  pray  the  Lord  in  Mercy  to  prevent.  And  whereas 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  ends  and  upon  other  religious  and 
civil  considerations,  and  the  security  of  the  Interest  of  each 
Colony  within  itself  in  ways  of  righteousness  and  Peace ;  and 
all  and  every  of  tka  Mdd  Ooloniet  from  the  Indiana,  and  other 

.W  their  booBden  duty  for 
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miitnal  strength  and  lidpfnlnoss  for  the  future,  in  all  the 
Haid  GovernmentH,  to  enter  intc)a  (consociation  among  them- 
Helves;  thereuiKm  fully  agreed  and  concluded  by,  and  between 
the  {jartieH  or  juri8<lictions  in  divers  and  sundry  articles,  and 
at  last  ratified  as  a  ])erpetua]  Confederation  by  their  several 
Sul>scription8,  whereunto  we  Conceive  ourselves  bound  to 
adhere,  until  with  Satisfaction  to  other  judgments,  and  consci- 
ences, we  see  our  duty  with  like  unanimous  Consent  with  the 
confeilerates,  orderly  to  recede,  leaving  the  issue  unto  the  most 
wise  and  righteous  God.  As  for  the  Patent  upon  your  peti- 
tion granted  to  you  by  his  Majesty's  Connecticut  Colony,  so  far 
that  in  that  sense  we  object  not  against  it,  much  less  against 
his  Majesty's  Act  in  so  doing. 

The  same  l>einga  real  encouragement  to  other  of  his  Subjects 
to  obtain  the  like  favour  upon  their  humble  petition  to  ids 
Royal  Highness,  in  the  protection  of  their  persons,  and  pur- 
chased rights,  and  Interests,  is  also  a  ground  of  hope  to  us. 

But  if  the  line  of  your  Patent,  doth  Circumscribe  this  Col- 
ony by  your  Contrivement,  without  our  Cognizance  or  Con- 
sent or  regard  to  tlie  said  Confederation  on  your  parts,  we 
have,  and  must  still  testify  against  it,  as  not  Consistent  in  our 
judgments  with  brotherly  love,  righteousness  and  i)eace.  An<l 
that  this  Colony  for  so  long  time  as  Confederate  jurisdiction, 
distinct  from  your  and  the  other  Colonies,  is  taken  in  under  the 
adminiKtration  of  the  said  Patent  in  your  hands,  and  for  it>i 
formerly  being  dissolved  and  distinction  ceasing. 

Tliere  being  not  one  line  or  letter  in  the  Patent  expressin^j: 
his  Majesty^s  pleasure  that  way,  although  it  is  your  sense  of 
it,  yet  we  cannot  so  apprehend;  of  which  we  having  already 
given  our  Grcmnds  at  large  in  writing,  we  shall  not  need  to 
say  much  more,  nor  have  we  met  with  any  arirumentation  or 
rational  convictions  from  you,  nor  do  we  yet  see  cause  to  i>e 
of  another  mind. 

As  for  your  procee< lings  upon  pretense  of  the  Patent  towards 
us,  or  rather  against  us,  in  taking  in  Sundry  inhabitantsof  thi 
Colony  under  your  protection  an<l  Government — who  as  yoi: 
say  offered  themselves,  from  which  a  goo<l  Conscience,  and  the 
obligation  under  which  most  of  them  stood  to  this  Colony, 
should  have  restrained  them,  without  the  consent  of  the  Bodv 

• 

of  their  Colony  first  hml,  and  in  c(»ncurrence  with  them  upon 
mature  deliberation  and  conviction  of  duty  yet  wanting.  We 
Cannot  but  again  testify  against  as  disorderly  in  them,  and 
which  admission  on  your  ixirts  we  conceive  your  Christian 
pmdenee  might  easily  have  sus^iended  for  prevention  of  the 
great  offence,  to  the  Conscience  of  your  Considerate  Brethren  ; 
■ad  tlwifle  sad  consequences  wliich   have  followed,  disturbing 


ami  connr<;tiout  KBcoiiim. 

Uii»  i>eaofl  of  othttr  Iowdh,  <ltMitroyiiitt  our  iwiiifarlM.  itnil  hwftrd 
i>r  nur  llvuii  anil  l.iborl.tfS,  liy  llmir  Trequont  thrtiAtM  and  un- 
Hufferablo  provocatloiiH,  hnlli  l>ecii,  and  U  with  uH  inatlers  of 
OomplHint  l>otli  to  Ociil  nnd  iiian.  cHpaoialty  when  we  oonslder 
that  thuu  yuu  admJtttKl  them,  and  put  power  into  their  bandii, 
before  you  had  made  any  overture  to  ub,  or  had  any  treaty 
with  UK  about  HO  weighty  n  buBJiieBH;  aa  If  you  were  In  httflta 
til  Tiiatca  uit  lU  luixtirable  om  indeed  In  theHe  thingn.  wu  art-  nt 
thJHdny.  And  aeeins  ui>oii  our  answer  returned  to  your  pro- 
IHihitionH  made  l>y  yon  afterwards  of  Joining;  with  yOu  in  the 
Uiiverninent,  nndiiiK  uurHetvnH  ho  alreaiiy  diiimeuibered.  fUid 
llif  weighty  grouadtt  and  reaHoiiN  wt<  llien  preMttntad  to  yoa, 
we  (lould  not  prt^vail  witli  jou  (to  far  an  toproonrfla  respite 
of  your  further  i>roeeedliif{8,  untU  Mr.  Winllirop'H  return  from 
BnKlatid.  or  th«  grant  of  any  time  that  way,  which  wati  thought 
l>tit  reaHonabie  liy  nomu  of  yourselves,  and  the  lllce  B^lduni 
denied  in  War  to  very  eneinieti. 

W«  HiLw  it  tiien  hlgli  tiiite,  and  neneHxarv.  feariiig  thefw  bf- 
KlnninK",  to  appeal  unto  htit  Majesty  ;  and  h<>  we  did  ;  coiinlud- 
inf;  a<!Rordin(;  lo  the  law  of  Appeals  in  all  cas<*-H  and  among  all 
nnlionu,  that  the  name  upon  yotirallegiancw  to  his  Mi^esty,  would 
hav(M>l>liged  yon  to  forliear  all  furtiier  prooeM  in  the  buHlneaH ; 
for  our  own  parts  roHolvinK  notw  it  1 1  standing  all  that  we  had 
formerly  sulTered,  to  sit  down  iiatlent  under  the  same,  waiting 
uiHin  G<m\  for  the  Issue  of  our  hafd  Appeal.  Butueelngnotwith- 
Mtandlngall  that  we  have  presented  to  you  by  word  and  writing, 
notwithstanding  our  api>eal  to  his  Majesty,  notwithBtaudlngalt 
that  we  liivd  suffered  by  means  of  that  power  which  yuu  had 
Net  up,  viz.  a  constatdeat  Stamford,  of  which  Information  liad 
tiet'ii  given  you.  Iiut  yet  you  have  gon«  further,  to  place  a 
Constable  at  Uuilford  in  liiie  manner  over  a  party  there,  to  the 
further  d)sturt>ance  of  our  peace  and  quiet  i  a  narrative  whereof 
ami  of  the  provocation  and  wr<mgs  we  have  met  withut  StAUi- 
ford,  wo  have  received  attestril  tri  utt  Ity  various  wltn^em-s, 
honest  men.  We  cannot  but  on  behalf  of  our  appeal  to  his  Ma- 
jesty whose  honour  is  highly  cimcerued  therein,  and  of  our 
just  rights,  but  as  men  exceedingly  affUcted  and  grievefl,  tes- 
tify in  the  sight  of  <iod,  Angels,  and  Men,  aifniust  these  things; 
Our  imds  therein  lipiuf;  not  to  promote  or  further,  any  OfTeuoe, 
but  ratiier  as  a  <liH«harge  <if  duty  on  our  i»\Tt  as  Brethren  ami 
<  Christ Isii  Confederates,  in  call  U(>o[i  yoii  to  take  some  effect ual 
<;our«e,  to  ciise  luid  right  us  in  a  dun  redress  of  the  grievances 
yiHi  have  eauswl  liy  siieh  proneediuiis;  Bucli  as  after  you  had 
i-<MU|ilimentod  us  with  ii  lari^f.  <i(Ti-r  of  Patent  [irfvllegeti,  with 
d<'«irii  of  a  I reaty  wltli  un  (or  union  ol  our  Colonies,  and  you 
Know  ii«  your  gmsl  words  WKr<i  Klmlty  accepted,  so  your  n)o- 
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tion  was  fairly  annwered  by  our  Committee  in  that  regard.  We 
were  ander  an  appeal  to  his  Majesty,  that  being  limited  by  our 
Freemen  not  to  conclude  anything  for  altering  our  distinct 
lOolony,  State  and  Government,  without  their  consent,  and 
without  the  approbation  of  the  other  confederate  Colonies, 
they  were  not  in  present  Capacity  so  to  treat,  but  did  little  suh- 
pect  such  a  design  on  foot  against  us,  the  effect  thereof  quickly 
appear *d  at  Guilford  before  mentioned.  But  we  shall  say  no 
more  at  this  time,  only  to  tell  you,  that  whatever  we  suffer  by 
your  means,  the  Lord  would  help  us  to  chc^ose,  rather  than  to 
sin  against  our  Consciences;  hoping  the  right'eous  God  will  in 
due  time  look  upon  our  affliction,  and  incline  his  MajestyH 
heart  to  favour  our  righteous  Cause. 

Subscribed  in  the  Name,  and  by  Order  of  the  general  C^ourt 
of  New  Haven  Colony. 

Per  Jamks  Bishop  Ret^. 
Nkw  Havkn,  May  6**,  1663. 


A  true  Copy  of  Gov.  W'inthrop\s  letter  to  Major  John  Mason^  and 

the  rest  of  the  Court. 

GkntlKMICN  : 

I  am  informed  by  some  gentlemen  who  are  authon/^d  to  neek 
remedy  here,  that  since  you  had  the  late  Patent,  there  had 
been  injury  done  to  the  Government  at  New  Haven,  and  in 
fiarticular  at  Guilford,  and  Stamford,  in  admitting  of  t>everal 
of  the  inhabitants  there  unto  freedom  with  you  ;  and  appoint- 
ing Officers  which  hath  Caused  division  in  the  same  Towns, 
which  may  prove  of  dangerous  Consequence  if  not  timely  pre- 
vented, though  I  do  hope  the  rise  of  it  is  from  Misunderstand- 
ing, and  not  in  design  of  prejudice  to  that  Colony,for  whom  I 
gave  assurance  to  their  friends,  that  their  rights  and  interests 
should  not  l)e  disquited  or  prejudiced  by  the  Patent.  But  if 
both  theGovernments  would  with  unanimous  agreements  unite 
in  one,  their  Friends  judged  it  for  advantage  to  both;  and 
further  I  must  let  you  know,  that  testimony  here  doth  affirm, 
that  I  gave  assurance  before  authority  here,  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  meddle  with  any  Town  or  plantation  that  waj*  settled 
under  any  other  Government ;  had  It  been  any  otherwise  in- 
tended or  declared,  it  had  been  injurious  in  taking  out  the  Pat- 
ent, not  to  have  inserted  a  projiortionable  number  of  their 
names  in  it. 

Now  upon  the  whole,  having  had  serious  conference  with 
tlutir   f^6|)ds  authorized    by  them,  and  with    other  who   are 


■an)  CONSKCTK^UT  KKCOBOS. 

frientU  to  botli.  to  pruvxiit  n  tmlloiiit  jc  (iliiiirtp'abltt  trial  nn<l 
Liuctirtaln  tivent  hvrv,  1  iiroiiiinftl  thuiii  tu  ifivn  you  speAdfly 
t  lilH  repttMeatatlun,  how  farj'ou  nm  vnifiigvil,  if  any  iajiiryhoii 
iMieti  done  by  atlinittini;  o(  Friwiimii,  or  iijiiMtiittiiig  Offlowni, 
or  Hoy  other  unjUHt  iiitiiriDtMliIlliiK  with  New  Haven  C'olotiy, 
i:i  one  kind  or  other,  without  the  Approbation  of  the  Uov«>ni- 
iiieiit;  that  it  be  torChwitli  reoulled,  (Liid  tliat  In  the  fntnrn 
tiicre  wf)l  be  no  lin|Kisiiig  in  any  kind  ii|)ou  them,  nor  a«lintt- 
tinffof  any  member  without  miiliinl  ('onKent,  buttltatall  tJiliifpi 
be  anted  aa  loviiif{  ueiKhbourlnt;  Coloiiit-it,  lut  before  such  Pat- 
fot  granted,  and  unto  t.hiM  I  Jndffi-  you  liro  obllifed.  1  having 
engaged  to  tlieirAgontH  here,  that  thin  will  be  by  you  perfonntMl, 
ikiid  they  have  tliereii{>oii  forltorne  to  give  you  or  me  any  trou- 
ble, but  they  do  not  doubt  iii>on  future  eonitideration,  there 
niayln'  Huoh  a  right  uiidertttnnding  Ixttweeii  both  Uovernmantu, 
that  all  union  and  friendly  Joining  may  be  entaliliHhud,  to  the 
aatlufuRtlon  of  all,  whirh  at  my  arrival  I  shall  entleavour,  Qod 
willlof;,  to  promote.  Not  liavin|{  more  at  thJH  prexent  in  thiit 
Cow,  I  remain— 

Your  hnmble  Servant, 

JOH>  WlNTIIKOf. 

hosDON,  Marr.h  3*,  1662, 

Subdorlptlon  to  Major  John  Uoiion,  Deputy  Governor  of  ('on- 
neotlout  Colony,  and  the  reat  of  the  Court,  then  at  Hartford. 


A  iMitlur  to  dtynftecticit  nn  FoHov>elh. 
Ho:ioit  D  Obntlkmkk: 

W«  having  beer,  itilent  hitherto  oh  to  the  making  any  griav- 
atire  known  unto  tlie  KlngH  Commiiwionere,  notwithstanding 
wimt  may  be  with  lis  of  tineh  nature,  from  the  several  tranHuc- 
tionrt  that  have  been  among  us,  ant  ileHirous  ho  nontiniie  your 
Managoing  these  nffnirs.  In  wayx  oouHiMtent  with  the  ancient 
Confederntlonof  l)i»  Uni tod  Colonies,  olioosingrntiinrtoKuffer, 
tlnm  to  begin  any  motion  hazardfnl  to  the  New  England  Bet- 
tlementu;  in  purauanae  whereof,  nftnurdiag  to  our  prnmine  tn 
yonrOentlemen,  Bent  lately  to  demand  our  mibmisslon,  tliough 
in  a  divided.  If  itot  dividing  way,  witiiin  our  Towuh,  neverally 
Heekingtobringns  under  tli»G-overnmi>nt  by  vonrHelvesalreaily 
Mettled,  wherein  we  have  had  no  lianil  to  settle  the  same,  and 
befori- you  had  i-.l«areil  In  our  Ciinvioiioii  the  Certain  lindtH 
■  if  yon r  Charter,  wliicli  may  jusily  innreitne  tlm  Hnruple  of  ton 
inufdi  liitste  in  that,  and  former  tiRtingH  upon  tin. 

Till-  generality  of  our  undivided  iieople  have  orderly  met  thin 


CONNECTICUT  RECORDa  863 

V^^  of  10^^  month  (64),  and  by  the  vote  enolosed,  have  prepared 
for  this  answer  to  be  given  of  our  submisHion,  which  bein^ 
done  by  U8,  then  for  the  accommodation  of  Matters  betwixt  xxb 
ill  an  amicabi'e  wa>,  by  a  committee  empower 'd  to  iasue  with 
you  on  their  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of  all  (concerned,  aooording 
to  iostruetions  given  to  said  Committee.  We  never  did,  nor 
ever  do  intend  to  damnify  your  moral  rights  or  Just  privilegee^ 
Consistent  with  our  like  honest  enjoyments;  and  we  would 
hope  that  you  have  no  further  8coi>e  towards  us,  not  to  vio- 
late our  Government  interest,  but  to  acommodat'e  us  with  that 
we  shall  desire,  and  that  Patent  bear,  as  hath  been  often  said 
you  would  do ;  and  surely  you  have  the  more  reason  to  be  full 
with  us  herein,  seeing  that  your  success  for  Patent  bounds  with 
those  (ientlemen,  now  obtained,  seems  to  be  debtor  unto  our 
silence  before  them ;  when  as  you  thus  by  single  application 
and  Audience,  issued  that  matter,  you  thus  performing  to  sat- 
isfaction ;  we  may  still  rest  silent  and  according  to  profeesion, 
by  a  studious  and  Cordial  endeavour  with  us,  to  advance  the 
interest  of  Christ  in  this  Wilderness,  and  by  the  Lords  bleisiag 
thereupon.  Love  and  Union  between  us  may  be  greatly  con- 
firmed, and  our  Comforts  enlarged.  Which  is  the  earnest 
prayer  of,  Gentlemen,  your  loving  friends  and  neighbors,  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  Freemen  and,  inhabitants  of  New 
Haven  Colony  now  assembled. 

Jambs  Bishop,  SeorHary. 
Nbw  Haykn,  Dec.  14, 1664. 


Connet'ti cut's  Return  Ansirer. 

Haktkokd, />0cem&6r31,  1664.     • 

HONORBD  GbNTLBMRN  : 

We  have  received  yours  dated  the  14"*  Ins',  Signed  by  James 
liishop,  wherein  you  are  pleased  to  mention  your  Silence 
hitherto;  as  to  the  making  any  grievance  known  to  his  Ma- 
j:^sty*s  Commissioners,  Notwithstanding  what  may  be  with 
you  ;  we  can  say  the  same,  though  we  had  fair  opportunities  to 
present  anything  of  that  nature.  As  for  desire  to  manage 
lifTairs  according  to  the  Confederation,  the  present  motion  will 
we  hoi>e  on  a  Candid  review,  not  appear  any  way  disonant 
therefrom.  For  besides  the  provisions  made  in  one  of  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  for  the  Colonies  uniting  in  one,  there 
was  special  provision  as  you  well  know,  made  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Commissioners  for  that  purpose,  conjoined  with 
pathetical  advice  &  Counsel  to  an  Amicable  Union.  Our  too 
much  forwardness  with  New  Haven  is  not  so  dear, seeing  tlios<> 
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plantation S  you  jnliabit  are  inuah  about  the  centre  of  oar  Pat- 
eut,  wbioh  our  uliurtur  liiiiitit,  as  alau  ilio  Jiiuloeed  Uetarmina- 
tloQof  liiHUajeBty'shouurableUouiuiitiHioadrB,  will  toyourcuu- 
violion  be  apparent. 

That  our  hikkmbs  tor  Patent  bounds  with  the  Kings  Coiumis- 
Hionera  in  debtor  to  our  Bilenoe,  eeems  tu  Utaatruuge  when  yoiir 
non  CoiiiplLinoe  was  no  abundantly  known  to  tboHeQentleiiiuii, 
y«a  thij  newH  of  your  mutione  when  Mr  Joseph  Allyn  wan  Ia8t 
with  you,  WJ18  at  New  York  before  our  Oovernoni  departure 
thenoK,  notwithstaniHng  your  alienee  aud  yet  so  good  an  iiutuf 
obtained.  We  desire  euub  reflections  maybe  burled  in  par- 
petual  silenoe,  which  ouly  yourRelveii  necenaitaling  thereunto 
Bliall  revive  them,  being  wilting  to  pursue  truth  and  peaoe  ati 
much  an  may  be,  with  all  men,  eHt)ecially  with  our  dear 
Brethem  in  the  feliowehip  of  the  Gosijel,  and  fellow  memberK 
of  the  same  civil  Corporation,  accommodated  with  ao  niany 
Choice  privilegea,  which  we  are  wllhng  after  all  is  prepared  tu 
your  hamls,  to  confer  upon  you  equal  with  ourselves,  which 
we  wish  may  at  luHt  produce  tlie  long  desired  efTect.  of  your 
free  and  oordial  Cioaure  with  us,  not  attributing  any  uecetMlty 
iuiposeil  by  us,  farther  than  situation  of  those  plantations  In 
the  heart  of  our  Colony,  and  therein  the  peace  of  posterity  in 
th«e«  parts  of  the  Country,  is  necessarily  inoludea  ;  and  after 
HO  long  lilwrty  to  present  your  plea,  when  you  hare  seen  meet. 
Uentlemen  we  desire  a  full  iinswer  as  speedily  as  may  be. 
whether  those  latf  ly  Inipowered  accept,  to  govern  according  to 
tliisCoinmisiiion,  if  not,  other  meet  persons  may  by  us  l>e  im- 
power'd  in  their  Room. 

Tl)us  ttt-«iring  the  Lord  to  unite  our  hoart-s  &  spirits  In  ways 
well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  which  is  thfl  prayer  of  your  very  lov- 
lun  friends. 

The  cooncil  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 

Signed  by  their  order  by  me 

John  Allvm,  Secretary. 


Nkw  Havkn,  January (!■■  1604. 

HONOItKR   Okntlkmkn: 

Wh<-reaB  liy  yours  dated  Uecernlier  21"  1CC4,  you  please  to  say 
that  youdi<l  the  siimeus  we.  not  making  any  grievance  known 
to  tlie  ConnriissionerH  &o. unto  (hat  may  be  returned,  that  yoii 
had  not  the  same  Cause  t!o  to  do  from  any  pretense  of  injury  )i\ 
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our  intermeddling  with  your  CoJony  or  Government  interest; 
unto  whioli  wu  refer  that  passage  for  our  expressing  desire  to 
manage  all  our  matters  in  Consistency  with  the  Confederation, 
we  hope  you  will  not  blame  uti  however  disonant  or  consonant 
your  actings  to  us  have  been,  at  least  to  the  Confederates,  to 
judge  as  their  records  may  show.  That  Article  which  allows 
two  Colonies  to  Join,  doth  also  with  others,  assert  the  just- 
ness of  each  Colony,  distinct  rights  until  joined  to  mutual  sat- 
isfaction ;  and  the  provison  made  in  such  case  the  last  session, 
we  gainsay  not,  when  the  union  is  so  Completed,  and  a  new 
Settlement  of  the  Confederation  by  the  respective  general 
Courts  accomplished ;  their  pathetical  advice  and  Counsel  for 
an  amicable  Union,  we  wish  may  l)e  so  attended ;  in  order 
whereunto  we  gave  you  notice  of  a  Committee  prepared  to 
treat  with  you  for  such  an  accommodation,  unto  which  you 
gave  us  no  answer,  but  instead  thereof,  send  forth  your  Edict 
from  Authority  upon  us,  before  our  conviction  for  submission 
was  declared  to  you.  The  argument  from  our  intermixed  Sit- 
uation, is  the  same  now  as  it  was  before  <  ur  Confederating,  and 
even  siope,  and  affords  no  more  ground  to  disannul  the  Govern- 
ment than  before,  we  might  marvel  at  your  strange,  why  we 
should  think  your  success  should  be  debtor  unto  our  silence, 
and  that  because  the  news  of  our  Non-Compliance  was  with  the 
Commissioners,  us  if  the  mere  news  of  such  a  thing  contained 
the  Strength  of  all  we  had  to  say  or  plead.  Gentlemen,  we  in- 
treat  you  to  consider  that  there  is  more  in  than  so  yea,  that 
still  we  have  to  alledge  sthing  of  weight  and  know  where  and 
how  if  we  choose,  not  rather. 


A  true  copy  of  his  Majesty 8  Letter  to  the  Governor  and  Assutt- 
antSy  of  the  Massavhusetts^  Plymouth,  New  Haven^  Connecticut 
Colonies  in.  New  England,  followeth. 

Charlbs  R. 

Trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well,  whereas  we  hav«» 
l)eeD  given  to  understand  that  our  good  subjects  Thomas 
Ohiffinch,  John  Scott,  John  Winthrop,  Daniel  Dinison,  Simon 
Bradstreet,  Thomas  Miller,  Richard  Smith,  Edward  Hutohin- 
Ron,  Amos  Richardson,  John  Alcock,  William  H  udson  and  their 
a.HSOciates,  having  in  the  right  of  Major  Asherton,  just  pro- 
priety in  the  Narraganset  Country,  in  New  ICngland,  by  grants 
from  the  native  Princes  of  that  Country  and  being  desirous,  to 
iniproveit  into  an  English  Colony  and  plantation,  to  the  enlarge- 
mg  of  our  empire,  and  the  common  good  of  our  subjects— they 
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are  yet  daily  disturbeil.  and  unjustly  molest  d  in  their  p 
ttiou  anil  laudable  eiiiteavoura,  by  ourtuin  unr  asutiabl  >aud  tur- 
bulent spiritx  of  I'rovidt^nee  Colony  of  New  England af or eeai J, 
to  tbe  great  scandal  of  justice  and  Q-overniuent,  and  Iiniuiueot 
diHCOuragement  of  tbat  hopeful  plantation.  We  have  there- 
fore thought  fit,  hereby  ellectiiully  to  recoinmend  [he  Haid  pro- 
prietors to  your  neighborly  kindneMj and  protection.  The  pro- 
[irietore  to  be  permitted  pcaoi-ably  to  improve  their  Colony  and 
pliinlatiOD  In  New  England,  willing,  yon  on  all  oooatiions  to 
be  aHHlating  against  such  unjust  oppreaeions  and  inoleotations ; 
that  BO  they  may  be  secured  tn  the  full  and  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  their  Baid  Country,  anoordlng  to  the  right  and  Title 
they  have  to  it.  Wherein  we  will  not  donbt  of  yonr  kindneM 
anil  care ;  and  shall  on  all  good  oooaBfons  express  how  graoiouslr 
we  accept  of  yoar  Compliance  with  this  our  reoommendatiun — 
and  HO  we  bid  you  farewell. 

U  Iven  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  SI"  day  of  Jane  lAOS.  tii 
the  iS"  year  of  our  rel|;n. 

By  his  MaJeHtys  Command 

Hkitby  Bwrasrr, 


EtiilorHed  and  directed  lui  followeth— 

Tu  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Subjects,  the  Governor  and 
AHSixtantsof  the  MasMLchuHetts,  Plymouth,  and  New  Haven, 
anil  Connecticut  Colonies  in  New  England 

Examined  by  the  original  per  me 

Wh.  JOHB8,  8ed: 
Nkw  HavbM. 


HtAle  of  Connecticut  sn.  New  Haven,  In  the  County  of  New 
Hiiven,  October  ae*  A.   1>.  1TH3 

The  within  and  the  foregoing  <ir<^  true  CopleH  of  Recoril  of 
the  Ancient  Colony  of  New  Havt^n. 

Kxnittined,  by  John  Whilhig,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  for 
the  County  of  New  Haven. 
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MINUTES   OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

A  general  CJourt  held  at  Hartford  November  14**  1688  by 
si)ecial  order  of  the  Governor. 

Tiie  court  being  met,  the  Governor  informed  the  Court,  that 
\i<'  thought  it  might  be  necessary,  seeing  Colonel  Dongan  wan 
entered  into  the  Government  of  New  STork,  that  some  gentle- 
men might  be  appointed  to  congratulate  his  safe  arrival,  and 
entrance  into  the  government  of  liis  Royal  Highness*  terri- 
tories in  these  parts,  as  also  that  there  seem'd  to  be  a  dis- 
satisfaction taken  by  the  Honorable  Colonel  Dongan  about  the 
hPttlement  of  the  line  between  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  his  Royal  Highness 'Colony  of  New  York  made  by  his 
Honorable  Commissioners,  and  desired  the  court  to  consider 
of  the  Same,  and  give  their  advice  what  was  to  be  done. 

The  Court  having  considered  the  premise^,  declared  by  their 
unanimous  Vote,  that  they  judged  it  Convenient  tliat  a  Com- 
mittee be  chosen  and  iiu|)ower'd  by  this  Court  to  attend  the 
premises,  as  soon  as  may  be,  according  to  such  commission  and 
instructions  as  they  shall  receive  from  this  Court. 

This  Court  made  choice  of  the  Governor,  Major  Nathan  Gold, 
C^aptain  John  Allyn  and  Mr.  William  Pitkin,  to  attend  the  ser- 
vice aforesaid. 

To  the  Honorable  Robert  Treat  Esq'  Governor,  Major  Nathan 
Gold,  Capt.  John  Allyn  Esq'  Assistants,  and  Mr.  William 
Pitkin. 

Grntlrbcbn  The  general  Assembly  of  liis  Majesty's  ('olony 
<if  Connecticut,  at  tiieir  present  Sessions  the  14'*»  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1683,  do  hereby  nominate,  Commissionate,   and   fully  im- 
lK>wer,  as  also  desire   yon  to  take  your  lirst   opportunity,  to 
travel   to  the  City  of  New  York,  where  you   are   to  visit   the 
Honorable  Thomas  Dongan  Esq',  Governor  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  York,  his  Territories  in  America,  and  to  con- 
gratulate his  Honor's  Safe  arrival  to  New  England  and  hisHigli- 
iiess' Territories;  and  to  manifest   to  him  this  Courts  grateful 
resentment  of  his  Honors  i)rofeSHion,  by  his  JjetterH,  of  his  desire 
to  be  in  g<XKl  Amitie  witli  us,  and  to  assure  his  Honor,  that  we 
shall   study  and  endeavor   as  we   may  by  all    goo<l    ways    and 
means,  to  show  <)ur.selves  as   amicable  and    Servicable  to  liis 
Hoyal  Highness,  and  his  Honor,  as  we  are  capable  of,  and  to 
that  end  we  shall  endeavor  to  remove  all  obstructions,  and  d<x 
what   is  in   <mr  Comf>asH  to  settle  and  maintain  a  gocMl  an<l 
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nei|{lil>orly  OorrfHiimitli-not-  wit.1i   liim  Tor  iiur  inutaal   Adviui- 

Also,  WhureoH  his  Honor  hatli  lixeii  i))i>aHed  In  his  Letteni  to 
xilfnify  to  un  that  ho  ia  not  HatisfltMl  with  tint  former  stattxl 
boundti  hutw«ea  thl8  Colony  uni I  hin  Royal  Highneas'  Tarri- 
.  torioH,  and  iiath  lUovtMl  for  u  treaty  Settlement  o(  what  U,  or 
may  tM,  matter  of  difference  between  IiIh  Highness'  olaJDasand 
pura.  In  that  respect. 

You,  or  any  three  of  you,  are  hereby  fully  CommlMioneil  and 
linpowered  to  treat  with  his  Honor  thereabout,  or  auoh  as  he 
shail  please  to  apix>in<,  and  If  you  shall  see  just  reiuon  to  vary 
any  thing  from  the  former  Settlements  of  the  Hounds,  between 
his  Royal  Highness'  Territories  and  this  hie  Majesty's  Colony, 
l>y  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  thereunto  by  his  Majesty  es- 
pecially appointed,  and  a  committee  from  this  Colony,  farther 
towards  the  East  than  was  ae;ree<l  on,  and  liath  slnee  been  a)>- 
proved  by  Ids  Majesty. 

You  have  hereby  full  power  and  autliority  to  do,  and  agr<>e 
tli^rein  with  the  aald  Oovemor  Dongan,  or  those  he  shall  h)i- 
IM)int  for  a  final  issue  and  settlement,  according  to  your  best 
judgment.  Provided, that  his  Majesty  and  Royiil  Highnu(i8(t|i- 
prove  of  and  Confirm  the  saniit. 


JfUttnuitiona  for  the  Honorable  Robert  Treat  Egg'  Governor,  the 

Worshipful  Major  Nathan  Gold,  and  Capt  John  AUyn. 

AsuUlaiits.  &  Mr.    Wm.  Pitkin. 

Grntlemkn  :  Yon  lire  take  by  order  of  this  Court  our  Com- 
mlsni on,  given  to  yourselves,  to  congratulate  the  Honorable 
Thomas  Dongnn,  Governor  of  hiH  Highness  I  he  Duke  of  York's 
Territories,  his  safe  arrival  into  these  i>arts,  and  to  treat  with 
himustherein  mentioned,  as  also  an  attested  Copy  of  the  former 
Settlement  of  our  Westward  Imnnds  by  his  Majesty's  Commls- 
sioners,  with  a  copy  of  Colonel  Nichols' C^onunisslon,  impow<-r- 
Ing  him  and  the  other  with  liim  thereunto,  and  of  the  Commis- 
sion of  our  Committee  that  Conrludml  with  them,  as  also  of  his 
Majesty's  gracious  Letter  wlit^rein  the  same  was  Conflnne<l. 
with  what  other  ))a[iers  you  may  tliink  necessary  ;  and  as  soon 
as  <^od  gives  you  opportunity,  to  go  to  New  York,  and  therein 
visit  tl)e  Hotiiiralile  (Governor,  Thomas  |)ongan  uitd  to  salutii 
and  coDgralulale  him  iwcording  to  your  Commission,  which 
you  may  show  hiin,  nnd  deliver  him  iiC'opy  of,  if  you  see  Cause. 

As  to  your  treating  and  eonehidbig  wrtli  liim  about  settling 
the  l>oun<)H  lietween  tiial  Territory  iukI  this  Colony,  yoD  shall 
not  exceed  liis  dnmandnof  twenty  Miles  Eastward  from  Hud- 
sons  River,  but  get  him  to  take  u)i  with  as  little  as  may  be. 
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Yoa  are  to  see.  his  power  to  treat  and  conclude,  or  if  that  ap- 
pear not  to  your  satisfaction,  then  you  mut»t  treat  and  oonclude 
only  conditionaly,  and  with  this  proviso,  that  his  Majesty  and 
the  Dukes  Highness  shall  please  to  ratify  it. 

As  to  the  rise  of  our  Line  at  Mamaronock,  you  are  to  declare 
there  could  be  no  mistake  between  the  Commissoners  aiK>ut 
that,  and  therefore  endeavour  to  hold  that  Bound. 

If  you  g^rant  any  parts  of  the  Land  within  any  of  the  Town- 
ships of  this  Colony,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  reserve  those 
Lands  to  the  Towns  Propriety,  though  as  to  Jurisdiction  they 
belong  to  his  Highness. 

You  are  to  endeavour  that  the  former  Line  Concluded  on  iii 
all  places,  shall  take  place,  unless  it  be  where  it  is  nearer  Hud- 
sons  River,  than  such  a  distance  as  you  can  agree  on. 

You  are  to  remember  all  along,  to  make  his  Honor  sensible 
how  Arm  and  legal  the  former  settlement  was,  and  that  our 
varying  from  it,  is  to  ol)Iige  his  Honor  and  promote  and  per- 
petuate good  correspondence  between  this  his  Majesty's  Col- 
ony, and  his  Royal  Highness'  Territories,  and  the  suooesdlye 
Governors  of  them  both. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of  the  State  of 

Connectiou  t 

Exauiined  by 

GROReR  Wyllts  Swf. 


Querie8  by  the  J^ords  Commisstioners  of  Trade, 

Grntlhmkn : 

My  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  plantations.  Com* 
mand  me  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Queries  relating  to  the  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut,  and    to  desire  your   particular  Answers 

thereto,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  am 

Alurbd  Popplr. 

1**.  What  is  the  situation  of  the  Colony  under  your  Govern- 
ment, the  nature  of  the  Country,  Soil  &  Climate,  The  Latitudes' 
and  Longitudes  of  the  most  Considerable  places  in  it.  HaviD 
those  I.iatitudes&  Longitudes  been  settled  by  good  observations, 
or  only  by  Common  Computations,  and  from  whence  are  the 
Latitudes  Computed. 

What  are  the  reputed  boundaries,  and  ar«  any  parts  thereof 
disputed.     What  parts,  and  by  whom. 

What  is  the  Constitution  of  the  Government. 

What  is  the  trade  of  the  Colony  the  number  of  Shiping, 
their  Tonage,  and  the  number  of  Sea  faring  men,  with  the  re- 
spective increase  or  diminution  within  ten  years  past. 
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What  quantity  urn)  Sorta  of  British  Manufactures,  do  th<>  iii- 
bitbitaittit  aiiikually  take  frotu  heiiue. 

What  trailti  iiHH  the  CoJony  under  your  Guvemment  witli  auy 
foreiKn  t^antatiunit,  ur  any  part  of  Europe,  bwldeeQreat  Brit> 
ali>,  how  iM  that  trudu  cutriMl  on. 

What  Com  modi  tieti  do  thti  peoplu  under  your  Oovernmerii 
lujnd  to,  or  receive  from  foreli^n  Plaiit^tionti. 

What  UetJiudeare  there  uimmI  to  prevent  illegal  trade,  and  arn 
tlie  Ha  me  effect  ual. 

What  in  the  natural  produce  of  the  Country,  Staple  Coniuio- 
dltee  and  MtLiuifactnres,  and  what  value  thereof  In  Bturlint; 
Honey  may  you  annually  export. 

What  mi  net)  art*  there. 

What  is  the.number  of  inhabitants  Whiteft  and  Blaoks— are 
the  inhabitants  inoreased  or  decreuHtHl  uitliiu  the  last  t<^n 
years  liow  inuoti  and  for  what  reoitons. 

Whut  is  tlm  number  of  tlie  Militia. 

What  Forts  and  plans  of  defence  are  within  your  Uovern~ 
went,  and  in  what  Condition. 

What  number  of  Indians  liavt^  yon  and  how  are  they  iaolined. 

What  Is  the  Htren^h  of  the  neiglibouring  Indians; 

What  IB  the  Htront^th  of  the  neighbouring  Europeans  Freni^h 
or  B|>uniardH. 

What  effect  havt-  the  French  or  Spaninh  aettleinsnts  on  tlie 
Continent  of  America  upon  his  Majesty's  Plantations,  eH|it>ci- 
ally  on  your  <!olony. 

What  is  the  revenue  ariaini;  within  your  Cfovamment,  and 
how  is  It  appropriated. 

What  are  tlie  ordinary  and  extraordinary  expenses  of  your 
Government. 

What  are  the  establishmentH  Civil  and  Military,  within  your 
Government,  anil  by  what  authority  do  tl)e  UfBoershold  tht-ir 

It  is  desired  that  no  Aniiuii.1  return  may  )>e  made  to  tho»" 
QMeriea,that  theHixird  may  from  time  to  time,  he  apprirad  of 
Any  aJterationii  that  may  buppen  in  tlie  I'ircumstaDces  ot  our 
Govern  me  Qt. 


The  Aiisicer  of  f^oiiiwticut. 
Map  it  please  your  Lordnhipx : 

We  Iwve  received  yiiur  tjuerics  to  Ills  Majesty's  Colony  of 
Connectii'Ut.  and  in  liUHwur  thereimtd.  we  inform  your  Lord- 
ahlpH  as  fulloweth. 

The  Colony  of  Connttrtieni  iH  Kitunte  upon  three  pri no ipaL 
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Rivers,  vis,  Connecticut  River,  Stratford  and  Quinal>aug» 
Rlvei'8,  and  on  the  Sound  Southwards  towards  Lont;  Island  ;  in 
some  places  our  Lands  are  Intervale  or  Meadow,  u|K>n  the 
Rivers  and  by  the  Sound ;  the  soil  is  fruitful,  but  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  land  in  i4ie  Colony  is  Mountainous,  rocky, 
and  more  Barren.  The  climate  is  very  cold  in  the  Winter,  an<i 
very  hot  in  the  summer,  the  weather  often  and  suddenly  Chang- 
ing. The  Colony  liet  h  Init  ween  fort  y  one  an<l  forty  two  degrees 
of  North  Latitude,  and  in  Longitude,  about  seventy  degrees 
west  from  London.  Tiie  Latitude  has  been  found  by  repeated 
and  Careful  observations. 

The  repeated  and  known  Boundaries  are,  the  Massacdiusetts 
on  the  North,  Rhode  Island  Colony  on  the  East,  Long  Island 
and  Sound  on  the  South,  and  the  New  York  Province  <m  the 
West ;  no  points  thereof  are  disputed,  but  all  settled  and  ascer- 
tained, except  Somt*  )>art  of  the  dividing  Line  betwixt  this 
Colonv  and  New  York. 

As  to  the  ConsTitution  of  the  Government,  the  Legislature  is 
by  our  Royal  Charter  granted  by  King  Charles  the  second  of 
blesseil  Memory,  lodged  in  the  General  Court,  consisting  of  a 
Governor,  or  in  his  absence  a  deputy  Governor,  twelve  Assist- 
ants ami  one  or  two  deputies  from  every  Town ;  the  Governor, 
deputy  Governor,  and  assistants,  are  annually  chosen  by  the 
Major  ]>art  of  the  Freeman  of  the  Colon}',  and  the  Deputies  by 
the  Freeman  in  each  Town ;  whicli  Court  or  assembly  are  di- 
videil  into  two  Houses,  the  upper  House  consisting  of  the  Gov- 
ernor or  in  his  absence,  the  deputy  Governor,  and  six  assistants 
at  least ;  and  the  lower  House  of  trie  Deputies  (Without  the 
consent  of  the  Major  part  of  each  House  no  act  is  passed)  Who 
make  I.*aws,  institute  judicatures,  appoint  judges  and  necessary 
Officers,  and  cause  them  to  be  sworn ;  grant  Lands,  make  or- 
ders and  institutions  as  the  necessity  of  the  Government  re- 
quires, which  assembly  meet  twice  in  the  year,  and  in  the 
vacancies,  the  Governor  and  Assistants  manage  the  contingent 
Affairs. 

The  trade  of  the  Colony  is  but  small.  Horses  and  Lumber  are 
exported  from  hence  to  the  West  Indies,  for  which  we  receive 
in  exchange.  Sugar,  Salt,  Molasses  and  Rum  ;  what  provisions 
we  can  spare,  and  some  small  quantity  of  Tar  and  Turpentine, 
are  sent  to  Boston  and  New  York  and  Rhode  Island,  for  which 
we  receive  European  goods,  the  number  of  our  shipin^  and 
this  Tonage,  is  as  followeth : 

Tnuff 
Hartfonl,  David  Williams  Master.  iSloop  Mary 60 

Greenwich,  Sloop  Sarah  &  Abigail,  Henry  Jones       ....      .10 

GuiU^rd.  Bloop  U%xy 13 
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Tons. 

N<^w  Jjondon,  Brif^anteen  Loncion      dO 

Norwicli,  Sloop  Olive  Hraiich 25 

Milford,  Sloop  Tryall     40 

]Sew  Haven,  Schooner  KIi/.al>eth  &  Mary W 

Saybrook,  Sloop  Lucy       35 

Killin^j^Kworth  Sloop 10 

Norwich,  Sloop  Mary 20 

Hartford,  Sloop  Rebecca 40 

New  Haven,  Sloop  Huinbird 20 

Norwich,  Sloop  Martha  &  Klizabeth 40 

Haddain,    Sloop  Ranger :}0 

New  London,  Briganteen  Dolphin 80 

Gailford,  Sloop  Tryal   .   .       20 

Middletown,  Sloop  l^ark 45 

Norwich,  Sloop  Succe«H 40 

Hartford,  Sloop  Hainshire .  18 

New  London,  Sloop  Jjydia  &  Mary 25 

Branford,  Sloop  Dolphin ;13 

New  Haven,  Sloop  Mary  &  Mercy .W 

Hartford,  Sloop  Tryal 85 

New  Haven,  Schooner  Tryal 30 

Milfonl,  Sloop  Swallow 80 

Norwalk,  Sloop  Tryal 25 

Guilford,  Sloo[>  Swan 25 

MiddletoWn,  Brigantine  Allen 60 

Guilford,  Sloop  Mary 30 

Killingsworth,  Sloop  Tryal 20 

New  Haven,  Sloop  Tryal 85 

Weathersfleld,  Sloop  Thankful  &  Ann 18 

Greenwich,  Sloop  Elizabeth 80 

Stratford,  Sloop  Endeavour .  80 

Pairfit?ld,  Sloop ".    .    .    .  20 

New  London,  Sloop  Dolphin •....-.  15 

Stratford,  Sloop  Endeavour 80 

New  J^ondon,  Sloop  Michael 12 

Lyme,  Sloop  Three  Brothern 80 

Stratford,  Sloop  Dolphin 12 

Say  brook,  Sloop  North '.   .    .    .  25 

Saybrook,  Sloop  Josepli  &  Mary *.,.'..  80 

Forty  two  sail  of  Vessels,  which  fitand  in  the  Same  order  as 
they  do  in  the  Collectors  Rt^jjister  Book.                             "    •' 

Our  Seafjirin^^  men  are  only  what  are  necessary  to  manage 
the  Shipinj^  aforesaid,  there  hath  been  no  Sensible  addition 
or  diminution  for  ten  years  last  past,  only,  that  we  have  buUt 
Considerable  more  the  ten  years  last  past  thun  heretofore,'  the 
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most  of  Said  Shiping,  So  lately  built,  have  been  Sold  at  the 
Province  of  Bo^iton,  West  Indies,  and  to  his  Majesty's  Subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  Bristol  &c. 

Our  inhabitants  take  annually  all  sorts  of  Woollen  Cloth, 
Silks,  Glass,  Nails,  Sythes,  Pewter,  Brass,  and  Fire-Arnis,  of 
the  British  Manufacturers,  but  we  cant  ascertain  your  Lord- 
ships the  quantity. 

The  trade  which  the  Colony  hath  with  any  Foreign  Planta- 
tions, is  only  as  before  mentioned,  and  with  no  parts  of  Europe 
excepting  only  a  few  voyages  to  Ireland  with  timber,  and  some 
few  (one  or  two),  that  have  been  built  here  of  late,  made  their 
Voyage  to  Bristol,  there  Sold  Ship  and  Cargo,  and  brought 
their  returns  hither. 

The  methods  used  to  prevent  illegal  Trade,  are  the  measures 
taken  by  the  Collectors  placed  at  New  Tendon,  and  his  deputy 
at  Fairfield,  where  ai'e  also  Naval  Officers  under  the  Strictest 
regulations,  which  do  at  present  prove  effectual ;  but  there  be- 
ing many  other  Convenient  Harbours  along  the  sound,  many  of 
which  were  allowed  to  be  free  Ports,  will  render  it  difficult,  had 
we  any  Considerable  trade,  and  now  is  a  great  hardship,  and 
an  obstruction  to  the  little  trade  that  we  have,  all  being 
obliged  to  put  in  at  New  London  to  enter,  and  clear,  whereby 
some  winds  and  much  time  is  lost. 

The  Produce  of  the  (/ountry  is  Timber,  Boards,  and  oil  sorts 
of  English  grain,  Indian  Corn,  Hemp,  and  Flax,  Sheep,  (>attle, 
Swine,  Horse  Kind  &  Goats,  and  Tobacco.  Our  Manufactu- 
ries  are  inconsiderable,  our  paople  being  generally  employed 
in  tilling  the  Earth,  Some  few  are  employed  in  Taning&  Shoe- 
making  and  other  handicrafts  others  in  Building  Joiner  Work, 
Taylors,  Smiths,  without  which  w«  Could  not  Subsist. 

There  are  Some  Copper  Mines  found  among  us,  which  have 
not  yet  been  very  profitable  to  the  undertakers.  Iron  Oar 
hath  been  found  in  Sundry  places  and  improvedto  good  advant- 
age. 

The  number  of  our  inhabitants  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages  are 
computed  to  be  ;^000,  and  about  700  Indians  and  Negroes. 

The  inhabitants  are  much  increased  within  this  ten  years  last 
past,  the  reasons  are,  firstly,  the  Country  is  new  and  large, 
secondly,  the  intestate  Estates  are,  or  have  been  divided  among 
all  theirChildren,  which  encouragfsthemwhilein  their  Fnthera 
family,  to  join  their  united  Strength  to  clear  and  subdue 
the  Earth,  and  thereby  make  room  for  their  own  settlonicnt 
when  they  Come  of  aj?e.  But  the  consumate  and  principal 
reason  is,  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  on  the  fruit  of  our 
bodies  and  the  fruit  of  onr  Land. 

The  number  of  the  Militia,  according  to  list  or  Muster  Rolls 
tS-VoJU  XVIIL 
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of  tlio  trnin  bamlH.  wlikli  r^mmut  ot  nil  from  Blzteeri  to  flftr 
flvH  yi'ars  of  ftgc,  in  a>00. 

Ill  tiina  (if  War  Wo  have  alwayalifwl  sundry  Forts  on  uur 
Front iera,  tu  Covf  r  iih  from  thu  liimiltii  of  the  French  a'td  la- 
dimiN,  wliioh  yetbuvi)  never  lieen  of  uny  great  twrvlct)  to  uh,  the 
enemy  Comhit;  In  HidaII  {lartieB,  Surprise  oui'  people  Suddenly, 
uud  then  tUte  Intu  the  ndjocent  woods.  We  iiavo  had  a  Fort 
at  N«w  I.oiuliin  hing  eini^e,  and  fievf  ral  pieces  of  Cannon,  but 
are  now  l>uildin|{  a  New  Fort  wheru  aru  airoaily  mounted  four 
OiiunonstoSeoure  titat  Pot<t.  and  iuushort  time  intend  diverse 
more  shall  lio  there  mountiKl. 

The  number  of  Indians  uinongBt  us  are  uhout  1000,  of  both 
sexea  and  ail  A(;eK,  tlicyare  inclined  tu  hunting,  idienesK,  and 
oXf^eHHlvii  driukinK'  Bonut  of  tlieir  youth  are  now  in  a  school  at 
Uoliegan,  set  up  ami  maintaineil  liy  the  En){liiih  fur  that  pur- 
posi',  and  tney  give  nwo*i  Evjdt'nco  of  their  docability. 

The  Five  Nations  of  Indians  as  tlmy  are  calle<l  live  nboul  250 
mill's  Westwani  from  ns,  thu  French  Indiims  that  live  at  Caii- 
ad<i  and  the  Eastern  InillauH  which  live  about  SfiO  Miles  North 
East  us,  are  our  only  neighliouriuK  Indians  iind  llieir  Mtren^th 
is  unknown  tu  us. 

Tli«H|ianiardshav«notSKttled  in  North  AmtTicato  tht^  Kusl- 
ward  of  Cape  Florida  um  we  know  of,  whiiih  in  very  distant 
from  ns.  The  French  at  Canailii  jibout  400  Miles  North  from 
us  and  of  CoiiHideralilu  Strength. 

The  Sjianiards  in  Soutii  Aiuerictt  have  of  late  years,  taken 
BOiiiH  vessels  froiu  Ibis,  and  sundry  from  neighbouring  tiovern- 
ments.  The  French  at  Canada,  have  been  very  troublesome  to 
this,  aiul  to  the  neifjhtiouring  GovernnienlBi  Always  euciinr- 
aging  the  Iiiilians  against  the  English,  supplying  tlieui  wiih 
arms  jc  ammunition,  and  Jnhiing  with  thcni  in  making  inroadH 
in  time  of  War,  they  are  of  Cimsiderable  strength,  and  sinci' 
they  are  settled  on  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  on  Mlssissipi^i 
to  the  north  of  it,  boasllnt;  in  time  they  will  drive  ns  all  into 
the  Sea. 

The  annual  Revenues  arising  on  Ralt>s&  Pulies  is  about  £4000 
in  our  paiST  Currency,  of  which  about  £1000  is  yearly  laid  out 
in  maintaining  Free  scliools  for  the  education  of  our  Children, 
the  remainder  is  for  the  supiiort  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
here,  and  to  sink  a  heavy  liebt  we  Contracted  in  theWar,  and 
our  Ex[)edition  against  Canada  ami  Annapolis  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne. 

Our  Civil  establlsliiuentH  are  ilrst,  a  sui)erior  Court,  consist- 
ing of  one  cliief  Judge,  &  four  Judges ;  this  Court  sits  twice  in 
the  year  in  each  County,  tries  all  Criini-s,  and  Misilemeanont 
A  Civil  actions  that  come  lu  them  liy  apixials  from  the  inferior 
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Courts ;  Secondly,  an  inferior  Court  in  each  County,  consisting 
of  one  chief  Judge  and  three  or  more  Jutstices  of  the  Quorum  : 
these  Courts  have  their  quarter  sessions  for  the  trial  of  delin- 
quents and  Civil  Actions ;  thirdly,  in  most  of  our  Towns  is  one 
or  more  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  the  Conservation  of  the 
Peace,  and  trial  of  Small  Cases. 

The  Militia  is  divided  into  five  Regiments,  as  many  as  there 
are  Countys,  over  which  the  Chief  OflBcer  is  at  present  a  Major, 
to  each  of  which  Regiments  belongs  a  Troop,  the  superior 
Officers  are  appointed  by  the  general  Court,  the  Captains, 
Lieutenants  and  Ensigns  are  chosen  by  the  soldiers,  approved 
by  the  general  Court,  and  all  Commissioned  by  the  Governor 
in  the  name  of  our  Lord  the  King. 

To  the  Right  Honorable,  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations. 

Sifrned  per  Order  of  his  Honor  the  Governor,  and  the  Assem- 
bly. 

Hbz.  Wyllys,  Secretary. 

A  true  Copy  from  Record  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut. 

Examined,  by  Geo.  Wyllys,  8€&. 

In  full  Testmony  of  the  truth  of  the  two  Several  Copies  (by 
me  Attested)  which  are  contained  in  this  Roll,  the  public  Seal 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut  is  hereunto  affixed,  this  18"*  day  of 
November,  Anno  Domini,  1792. 

Gkorgk  Wyllys,  Secretary. 
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TRANSLATION  OP  DUTCH  RECORDS  OP  NEW  NETHER- 
LANDS  NOW  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 
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Book  A.  —a  prohibition  by  order  of  Governm'  without  Ltiave 
to  trade  with  thear  Hous  the  Hope  "By  order  of  Governoiiran 
**  Council— Every  one  is  warned  by  this  proclamation  that  no 
"man  presume  to  sail  with  Schuyts  or  other  vessels  to  our  Fort 
"the  Hope,  without  an  order  from  the  Governour,  or  to  come 
"  from  thence  without  a  proper  Certificat  from  the  Companies 

Commissary  there  residing,  In  failure  whereof  such  vessel  & 

Cargo  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Company  and  the  owner  sub- 
"  ject  to  pay  such  fines  as  accordmg  to  the  Crime  shall  be  laid 
"on  him.    fort  Amsterdam  31  Marcd  1639. 

1641,  6  June.  The  Governour  and  Councel  hearing  the  man- 
ifold Insolance  of  the  English  on  Fresh  Water  River,  by  Vio- 
lence possessing  their  Land  which  they  had  purchased  of  the 
natives,  first  settled  and  fortified,  disturbing  their  subjects, 
spoiling  their  Improvement,  ruin  their  Gare  &  kill  their  Cat- 
tle, came  to  the  following  Resolution  "This  being  by  us  consid- 
"ered  how  such  proceedings  tend  to  the  dishonour  and  little  es- 
"teem  of  the  Supream  power,  and  the  Hon^*"  West  India  Com- 
"  pany  whose  just  Right  and  authority  we  are  to  mantain :  Have 
"concluded  and  are  determined  to  send  Mr.  Johannes  La  Mon- 
"  tage  one  of  the  Councel  of  New  Netherland  with  50  Soldiers 
''&  some  sloops  to  establish  and  fix  our  House  the  Hope,  That 
"those  Hostilities  so  wickedly  put  in  practice  by  the  English  be 
"not  repeated,  and  our  Just  Right  in  those  our  Territories  are 
"better  mantained. 

1642  April  3.  The  Governour  and  Councel  complain  that 
whilst  they  had  purchased  their  Ground  on  and  in  Fresh  Water 
River  in  the  year  1633,  paid  for  it  and  possest  it  ever  since  long 
before  any  Christians  were  acquainted  w^ith  that  River;  That 
the  English  notwithstanding  our  continual  protestations  have 
encroached  our  Territories,  abuse  and  evU  treat  our  people, 
using  them  barbarous,  ruin  and  defeat  all  their  Improvement 
&  drive  them  from  our  Land,  and  have  usurped  part  of  our 
Land  into  their  pretended  Township  call*  Hartford.  "So  it  is 
"our  special  Command  that  no  inhabitant  of  New  Netherland 
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"preBUrae  to  buy  any  provisionfl  rajxed  on  our  freshwater 
"  River,  or  near  our  fort  Hope,  direct  nor  indirect  out  of  the 
"2*  or  3*  Hand,  all  oii  jwiin  of  arbitrary  Correction,  except  tliey 
"produce  the  Raieor  of  such  provisiouH.  And  all  those  that 
offer  to  Bell  provisions  Hhall  he  purged  by  oath,  where  their 
provisions  are  ralHed,  wlieii  they  tdiall  obtain  proper  certifl- 
catea,  of  this  every  Inhaliltant  Is  advised.  Proclaim'  in  Fort 
A  nistcrdani.  On  tha  10'"  July"lfM3,appe«red  before  us  thi-  Qov- 
"ernor  and  Councel  of  New  Netherlami  MeKsr*  Weyting  and 
"Heer,  dppiitwi  by  tlie  Governourand  Councel  of  Hartf<ird, 
"situated  on  fresh  watfr  River  of  Kew  Netherland,  authorized 
"by  Credentals  wliinh  set  forth  that  they  were  qualified  to 
"treat  with  us  about  the  dinpnte  of  the  poHHowtion  of  afertain 
"piece  of  Land  on  Mxld  River  the  which  they  clainie  desiriny 
"the  peaceable  enjoyment  thereof.  Whereon  we  answered  tliat 
"  the  wiid  I^nnd  was  purelinsed  by  us  1(1!!3  oiid  paid  for  to  the 
"  Rif^ht  ownem  as  apjiears  by  their  Indian  Deed  &  luirgain  of 
"nnlo  In  virtue  whereof  we  have  taken  posHessi on  thereof  in  tlie 
"saino  year,  Imllt  a  fort  and  xupplifd  it.  with  Amuiunitloii  &  a 
"projHir  Garrison  before  any  oilier  ChriKtliin  ptfople  ever  icnew 
"or  eTiteretl  this  Riveras  woshowM  ilieinwitli  severell  oriKlnal 
"proiifx,  and  indiHputabli'  RightH.  Di'Sirini;  of  the  Kaid  J>epn- 
"ties  that  we  may  i)osi'eKM  our  own  lawfull  preiiifsesin  |M>ace,  & 
"moniiro  llieui  to  <iiir  likiiit;:or  lliat  they  aeknowledge  the 
"H:&M.  States  (fen' &  Ills  Hiuhiies  tli.i  I'rinee  of  Orange  for 
"their  Hover;'in!^  And  piiyllie  Itates  and  Taxes  for  the  iKKtses- 
"slon  of  said  Land.  The  wliieh  llie  Deputies  have  provisional 
"accepted  and  desired  some  time  lo  Coinmnnlcate  snob  to  their 
"Gov'  Sc  Counoel,  which  was  granted  them,  giving  the  propo- 
"siilHi-i  v.Tji-n*!.  In  l.iiMn,  dati'.l  iisabov,-." 


/n  .fliw/k  .n.—'"  Whilst  David  Prov<H>st  <'ommissary  on  Presh 
"water  River  In  New  Netherland  iscome  to  crave  his  dtsmlslion, 
"and  reports  (hat  tin-   House  Hope  in  that  Quarter  wonts  t<^ 
■be  reiwiriMl.  iiiiii   lu'lter  pnivih^i-Hi  for  its  Conthiuane^  tlien— ; 
"hitherto  wns  ni.'ide  llie  more  us  lliat  house  Iloiie  first  &  man 
"tained  is  <iii"  of   llie  Norllieriiiost  T.imits  of  New  Netherlan<^ 
"  for  In  Caj-e  tlii>  s.u.1  ILiiise  wl.ioli  in  some  dnRree  is  a  Cliancir 
"to(heGc)v.-niiti'«li-iiil  I  l>.-i.b„r..l..ni-il  the  KubHsIi  who  hni^^— 
"alriwiy  ivsurped  our  inii-clins..,]  ,oil,  would  soon  nmke  thei^M 
"selves  Muster  of  s'  Itiver.  ami  (1ms  .mr  frontier:*  fail  In  thi  — . 
"hands  v.lii.'li  would  be  dei{r,iiliiii,'  our   Koverens  and   <Icpr^6^ 
"iugllie  Ho   Wist  Iiidiii  (\-iiip-  ..f  1  heir  .Tiist  Right.     So  it 
"after  mature  Consideration  resolved  and  <leternilne(l  to  m^r  — 
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"tain  the  Hoase  Hoi>e  for  the  Honour  of  their  H.  M.  &  the 
**  Lords  Majors  and  thus  to  ax>pcint  a  fit  person  for  a  Commis- 
"sary  in  Room  of  the  former.  Thus  done  &  concluded  in  Coun- 
"cel  at  fort  Amsterdam  in  New  Netherland  the  0^  June  Anno 
"1047. 


In  the  Book  of  Letters  from  W.  India  Company  to  the  Gover- 
nour  inNew  Netherland  mark  Q  a  letter  dated  Amsterdam  15^*^ 
April  1650  where  they  mention  to  have  receiv**  the  Letter  from 
the  Government  of  Boston  to  Governour  Stuyvezand  of  the  6'** 
August  1640,  and  Governour  Stuyvezand,  answer  tliere  on  2* 
September  following,  the  one  and  the  other  are  taken  out  of 
the  book  B  since  the  last  liefe  is  dated  ?J^  August  and  above  10 
Leafs  are  tore  out.  In  this  Letter  the  Company  write  very 
pressing  to  settle  the  Limits  with  New  England  in  Consequence 
whereof  it  seems  that  Settlement  of  the  Limits  with  Hartford, 
Connettiout,  New  Haven  &  the  Commissioners  in  the  year  16.50 
is  made,  but  the  Treaty  itself  no  where  to  be  found  although 
often  mentioned. 


fn  Book  Q  to,  161  &  162.— An  English  Letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernm'  of  Massachusetts  to  our  Governour.  Much  Honored  Sir — 
We  received  yours  of  the  27^'*  October  1659,  in  answer  to  a  let- 
ter of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  (iated  Septem- 
iHjr  the  7^^  1659  wherein  we  confess  you  have  gratified  us  in 
letting  us  know  your  mind  though  your  Resolutions  and  the 
Reasons  thereof  be  no  matter  of  satisfaction  to  us,  we  have 
therefor  thought  it  necessary  by  this  our  Letter,  as  also  by 
our  Hon'*  and  well  l)eloved  Major  William  Hawthorne  and  Mr. 
John  Richards  (to  whom  we  desire  you  to  give  Credit)  to  let 
you  understand  our  clear  and  honest  Intentions  in  the  Busi- 
ness, to  stop  vour  Admiration  and  demonstrate  the  Equity  of 
the  motion  of  the  Honoured  Commissioners  on  our  behalf —The 
patent  granted  to  the  Colony  of  the  M^lssachuriets  by  the  late 
King  Charles  begins  on  the  South  part,  three  miles  to  the 
Southward  of  Charles  River,  or  Mtiissacb uset s  Bay  which  lyeth 
in  the  northerly  liattitude  of  42:20^  And  upon  an  East  and 
West  line  is  to  extend  through  tho  main  Land  of  America  from 
Sea  to  Sea;  and  we  are  very  well  assured  that  some  part  of 
Hudsons  River  (a  name  well  known  to  the  English  before  the 
arrival  of  any  Dutch  in  those  parts)  lyeth  to  the  Northward  of 
the  said  Lattitude  and  is  within  our  patent  granted  and  ])os- 
sessed  by  us  about  thirty  two  years  and  altlumgh  the  Dutch 
may  have  intruded  within  th<^  said  Limits,  and  we  by  Reason 
of  our  Remoteness  to  the  said  Hudsons  River,  and  opi)ortunity 
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of  planting  together  wlilUt  oiir  number  were  fewer  have  made 
no  use  of  our  Right  there:  Yet  being  now  inorea»eil  anil  wont- 
ing convenient  places  to  settle  our  jwople  we  conoeive  no  Kea- 
tma  can  be  iiiiaghked  why  we  should  not  improve  and  make  use 
of  onr  Just  HIijhtH,  in  all  the  Lands  granted  uh,  especially  those 
ut>on  HikIkous  River  not  being  octuully  pofisesseil  by  your  na.- 
tion.  which  is  the  only  thing  that  at  present  we  Intend;  and 
yon  may  rest  aniiured  th at  your  preniittiug  a  passage  up  the 
said  River  shall  no  ways  be  iuiproved  by  us  to  prejudice  your 
Right  u)>on  the  said  River,  or  that  your  Amicable  Compliance 
with  a»  Hlionid  be  requite<l  by  Treacherous  or  Unworthy  at- 
tempts from  ns.  Sir  you  cannot  be  ignorant  that  the  Rhine, 
the  Elb  Willi  many  other  Rivers  {Muts  through  the  Territories 
of  Divers  Princes,  yet  allord  passage  to  all  In  Amity ;  neither 
can  it  be  more  lawfull  for  our  [tarty  todenye  a  passage  meerly 
for  profit  sake,  than  for  another  to  open  it  for  the  same  End ; 
and  sliouhl  our  enjoying  our  Right  be  some  damage  to  your 
tnule  and  |>rollt,  we  woul<l  suppose  that  argument  so  unbecom- 
ing the  profesMors  of  Christianity  that  those  that  do  but  pre- 
tend to  comiiKin  Justice  and  Honesty  could  never  allege  it 
seriously  without  blushing.  We  have  prohibited  all  forreinent 
to  tnule  with  the  natives  in  our  Jurlmlictiun  and  cannot  denie 
you  the  like  liberty,  but  will  not  tlu'refor  yield  to  bedebnrri><l 
from  trailing  with  our  own  Indians,  though  living  near  you. 
and  gxtsxibly  to  the  Hludrunee  of  your  Trade,  neither  do  we 
ex|tect  or  desire  that  you  should  be  denied  the  like  Liberty. 
We  have  understood  the  Caimcit^v  wherein  you  stand,  and  have 
therefor  made  our  Aildrosses  to  you,  an  our  Neighbours,  not 
judging  it  nei^essary  to  apply  ourselves  to  the  Lortlp States,  i^r 
West  India  C<iiupany,  yourselves  being  by  Ihem  Hu>>stltuted  to 
do  Justice,  iniil  ciinxequently  to  us  in  our  clear  and  undenyalde 
Rights  and  in  our  reasonulile  anil  ninicahle  Desires  of  passage 
for  the  mure  I'Hiiy  Iniprovenient  of  our  Kiglits,  the  denial 
whereof  will  niiieh  more  cnilanguur  your  Hon"  &c  then  your 
amicable  Ciimpliitnre  with  us  ciin  render  you  obnoxious  to  your 
supnriors.  .The  ("imtract  iuii<ie  at  Hartford,  as  the  Commis- 
sioners have  truly  uli'dg.'.l  whn  between  (he  Colonies  of  Connet- 
tieut  and  New-Haven  and  yoiirseheii.  The  Ma>iKachusetfa  not 
being  concerned  Ihereiu  as  you  very  well  unclerstood.  Their 
CommiKsiniiers  being  Arbitrators  whii'h  ymi  would  have  ob- 
jected againsl.  hml  lliey  been  parties,  but  were  it  as  vou  sny, 
yi't  itdcith  not  prejudice  the  presi'iil  ('la!ni  of  the  Massachu- 
setsiijion  IIuilsoiis  River  beciiusc  1  luit  aiircement  of  not  coming 
nearer  Itudsons  River  then  ten  tniles  is  expressly  limited  to  ex- 
tend no  farther  then  21)  miles  from  (he  »■■«  lo  which  we  never 
prel  ended  a  Title  as  not  l«ing  within  our  Umitlsof  42 :  20 :  Tet 
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those  parts  uiK>n  Hudsons  River  that  are  in  the  Lattitude 
aforesaidf  and  more  then  20  miles  from  the  Sea  are  lyable  to 
our  Claim,  Notwithstanding   the  aforesaid  Contract.     After 
our  due  Respects  presented  remain  Sir  your  aflfectionately  lov- 
ing friends  an:]  neighbours  Edward  Rawson  Secret^  In  name, 
and  by  order  of  the  Gen'  Court  of  the  Massachusets.     Boston 
12"'  Novein"^  1659.  which  Letter  is  translated  in  Dutch  fo.  163.  to 
165.  and  auiwered  in  Dutch,  from  107   to  fo.  173.  the  which  be- 
ing translated  is  as  folioweth  ;  Right  Esteemed  AVorthy  Lords, 
and  beloved  neighbours,  We  liad  expected  that  our  former  ad- 
vises of  29***  October  last  year  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioner from  Hartford  on  (Connecticut  dispatcht  to  Qover- 
nour  Endicut  would  have  given  sufiQcient  advise  &  contentment 
to   himself,  to  you,  and  to  every  one  concerned,  how  we   by 
our  Oaths  Honour  and  express  Command  were  Hmitted   to 
allow  no  Right,  Title,  Trade  or  a  Passage  on  this  their  undis- 
putable  North  River,  but  to  true  faithfuU  and  Sworn  Subjects 
&  Inhabitants  of  this  their  Province  of  New  Netherland.     But 
as   our  former  advices  gave  them   no  satisfaction  so  that  in 
their  latest  advises  1298  by  their  Commissioners  Major  Haw- 
thorne &  M'  John  Richards  they  made  new  proposals,  &  presist- 
ing  on  new  terms,  we  shall  answer  them  in  the  clearest  man- 
ner, as  short  as  is  possil)le.     In  the  first  place  you  say  "The  pat- 
'*ent  granted  to  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusets  by  the  late 
**  King  Charles,  begins  on  the  South   part  three  miles  to  the 
"S'ward  of  Charles  River  or  Massachusets  Bay,  which  lyeth  in 
*'the  northerly  Lattitude  of  42*^  20"  And  upon  an  East  and  West 
"Line  is  to  extend  quite  through  the  main  land   of  America 
"(on  a  straight  line)  from  Sea  to  Sea.     On  which  we  answer 
That  such  a  patent  regular  obtained,  doth  not  deprive  their 
High  Mightinesses  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces 
of  their  ix)wer  to  giv^e  Licence  to  their  good  and  faithfull  sub- 
jects the  Lords   Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  which 
was  granted  to   them  before  the   pretended   patent  of  their 
King  before  mentioned  ;  and  thus  the  patent  of  that  unhappy 
King  c^n  not  prejudice  the  more  early  possession  of  neighbour- 
ing friends   and  allies,  you   have  omitted  or  studiously  evaded 
the  Date  of  your  patent ;  it  is  evident  by  Historians  English  & 
Dutch,  that  that  unhappy  King  succeeded  his  father  1625.     The 
nrinted   Histories   Proofs  &   Journells  Letters  and  memorials 
from  new  Netherland  make  it  appear  that  this  North  River  of 
New  Netherland  was  first  discovered  on  theChargeof  the  Neth- 
<Mlanders  in  tlie  year  1G09  by  llendrik  Hudson  Commander  and 
merchant   on  the   Jagt  de  Halve  Moon,  employed  by  the  East 
India  Company,  and  on   Rei)ort  of  said   Hudson,  some  Mer- 
chants  in  Amsterdam  sent  another  ship  on  the  same  River  1610, 
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who  obtained  CoinmlfHionanil  Llceiiud  fro m  their  H]|rh  ftlfgbt- 
inetiBes  after  that,  to  nuvijfato  tliAt  River  for  whoea  protection 
they  buitt  them  u  miiall  fort  in  the  year  1610,  whence  an  Ifland 
aear  fort  Orun|£e  or  Ailiaiiy  still  retuiim  the  name  of  Cofitle-Is- 
land,  and  whereof  tlieKuinti  may  yet  tieHi'di,  the  which  by  high 
floode,  and  tha  SettiU|{of  the  loe  miidi  inipaireil,  in  at  length 
neglected  ;  and  latttly  24ew  Netherlaiid  and  of  Consequence  also 
the  North  River  afl  i»art  thereof  by  Octroy  or  Priveledged  Li- 
cence from  their  H  :  M  :  Ihe  Stales  Qenerai  granted  to  the  Ho: 
WeHt  India  Company,  who  in  the  year  102:1  {3  years  Before  K, 
CharleH  came  to  the  Crown,  and  i>erhaps  more  yet  before  the 
granting  of  the  Massachusetu  Patent)  were  in  actual  poeaeselou 
of  the  said  North  Kiver,  wliicli  they  liod  planted  with  ColoQies, 
and  for  the  better  securing  their  Right  built  a  fort  at  New 
AmHterilam  on  the  mouth,  and  im  the  upper  jiart  another  fort 
called  It  fort  Orangie.  Ycm  siiy  further;  "we  are  very  wellas- 
"Hured  tliat  Home  iiurt  of  Hud»inB  River  (a  name  well  known  to 
"the  English)  Iwforo  tho  arrival  of  any  Dulch  in  those  j)artH, 
"lyethtoth«Norlhwn,nlofthesjiidr,«ttitndeandis  within  our 
'' patent  granted,  and  posMittHt-il  by  UHabout  ^'iyearf.  We  have 
"ulri'iuly  Miitl  nti<l  <'iin  prove  Uiat  the  North  River  though  by 
tho  EngliHli  willoci  lIuddoiiH  ufl.'r  the  ilrut  <liHcoverer,  wnH  by 
hini  llrst  discovered  in  lh«  Service  of  the  KasMndia  Company, 
and  KO  llrHt  found  out  ami  discovered  by  the  Hollanders  lH-fort> 
any  English  Bhipphig  bct-ii  in  theM?  luirts,  and  been  In  pofwes- 
Bion  although  by  particular  percouH  yet  by  Licence  prlveletlged 
by  their  II ;  M  :  not  only  Hi  bnt  alK>vo  .W  years,  and  now  above 
37  years  in  HimclH  of  the  West  India  Comiiany  who  have  peo- 
pled the  wiid  N".  Illver  &  strenifthned  It  with  3  fortu  ever  since. 
It  watt  therefor  a  gros  a.'<i>en>ioii  citHt  on  our  nation  to  call  no 
Intruders,  a  iiiiuio  incire  becoming  those  that  by  your  Tnsti- 
galion  intrude  in  the  Rightsof  our  Limitts anil  violently  piMtnees 
the  I.anil  wliiidi  welioil  in  Indisputable  iMissession  Uti or 37  years 
as  on  Frosih  wiuer  Riv.i,  the  house  Hope,  the  North  River  and 
itflfitrts  Aiiisterdaiuanil  Ortinfjc.  So  long  since  before  any  Eng- 
lish man  had  intruded  within  thewe  Limits;  you  will  without 
doubt  approve  of  and  liolil  to  that  (ieneral  Rule  accepted  by 
fill  Christian  Nations  Qui  Prior  in  Possessions  prior  est  Injure. 
TlU'8iuiilitn<le<in..ted  c)fth..  EClbaiid  other  Rivers  in  Germany 
running  thron(;li  many  lloniiiii.msof  Princes  &  Citties.  without 
denyiTig  passafii'  tn  one  iinoiher,  yon  yourselves  would  have 
aolv'lhat  Ditllrully  ilT  the  Hiver  of  Theem's  bad  Iwen  taken 
ins(ea<i  <>r  one  of  Iheiii.  We  are  not  iKniinuit  that  on  that  and 
other  Rivers  many  prineet',  Kiec-toral.-s,  and  (Mtties border.  All 
undi'r  one  Empire  or  King.lom,  every  mie  retain  their  .)wn 
Jurisdiction,  and  own  nation,  bnt  do  not  therefor  u<lmit  other 
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nations  as  French  &  English,  even  as  the  English  will  grant 
possession  or  Jurisdiction  to  no  nation  on  the  Theeins,  and  so 
Right  to  claim  passage  there,  and  even  if  they  did  we  hope  you 
are  not  ignorant  quod  siiuilitudines  aliquo  modo  demonstrant 
sed  nihil  ponuut.     You  say  farther  that  **  You  have  prohibited 
"all  foreiners  to  trade  with  tlie  nations  in  your  Jurisdiction, 
"and  can  not  denie  us  the  like  liberty.     We  apprehend  the  au- 
thority of  our  8overins  and  privelege  to  their  subjects  granted 
placed  them  in  such  capacity  that  they  need  no  leave,  nor  fear 
cieuiaj  of  any  others,  nor  have  their  Right  fixed  by  any  others. 
But  say  you  farther  **  We  will  not  therefor  yield  to  be  debarred 
"from  Tra<le  with  our  own  Indians  though  living  near  you, 
•*and  possibly  to  the  Hindrance  of  your  Trade."     We  refer  this 
to  your  own  Judgment  how  this  squares  with  your  proceed- 
ing Supposition,  if  enjoying  our  Right  should    prove  to  your 
detriment,  we  Judge  that  to  presist  therein  would  be  very  un- 
becoming the  professors  of  the  Christian  faith,  even  against 
common  Justice.     What  you  understand  an<l  who  you  mean 
by  your  own  Indians,and  how  far  they  extend  you  do  not  men- 
tion, and  thus  are  we  kept  in  the  dark.     We  hinder  no  I  ndians 
to  trade  with  other  Nations,  but  only  on  our  own  Streams  & 
l^ivers  long  since  purchased  &  inhabited  with  the  Lands  bor- 
dering thereon,  and  thus  shall  mantain  &  defend  our  Indisputa- 
t3le  Right  with  our  all,  and  suffer  you  norany  foreiner  to  trade 
c:>r  pass  over  our  River  without  our  Leave.     Wo  freely  own  with 
3i^ou  that  we  are  duly  qualified  and  commissionated  by  our  Sov- 
sreins  the  H  :  M :  States  Gen*  of  the  United  provinces;  and  by 
he  Right  esteemed  Lords  Directors  of  the  West  India  Com- 
tny  to  maintain  their  Right  by  all  the  means  &  power  given 
IS  by  God  and  our  Superiors,  both  on  the  South  and  North 
►iver  as  their  Indisputable  purchased  Rights  and  lawfull  Jur- 
:Msdictions  the  which  we  must  and  will  maintain,  and  not  i)art 
^with  any  part  thereof  without  their  leave.     You  seem  to  con- 
^ade  this  subject  with  some  daring  Symptoms  the  more  as  it 
~]8  abridged  with  the  Emphaeses,  Etcetra  &c.     We  shall  make 
:no  other  reply  on  this  then  that  we  need  apprehend  no  fear  or 
^ilfflculty  but  such  as  the  Just,  but  also  merciful  God  shall  din- 
pose  of,  by  whom  our  Innocence  and  Just  Right  may  be  pro- 
^^cted  without  any  i>ower  or  means.     The  Contract  maile  at 
artford  is  manifest  in  itself,  and  beyond  dispute.    Put  as  the 
oininissioners  for  the  Massachusets,  at  that  time  claimed  no 
interest  in  settling  the  Limits  between  Us  and  the  Colonics  of 
[ew  Haven  and  Connetticut,  in  the  30  miles  before  expressed, 
they  claimed   no  right   power  or  authority  on  any  Lands 
Ireeks  or  Streams  bordering  on  the  North  River,  beyond  the 
^^i^eforementioned  20  miles,  which  if  they  had  done  at  that  time. 
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thPDU  tlieir  troubleMoiiiR  and  unnToundi'd  pretentlonti  would 
have1:>een  answertid  &  theControviTMy  lontfHiiice  decided.  Wtj 
sliiill  rent  it  lierf*  after  our  liniiible  Balutatione  and  liavitigrec 
oinmenditd  you  to  tlie  Divine  Protection  Kiglit  worthy  LonlH 
and  well  belov<!<l  nt>i|;)ibimi'H,  your  affectionate  friends  and 
neit;lihonrs,  Petrux  Stuy  vesant.  Datod  fort  Amsterdam  the  20 
April  An"  lOBO.  To  tlie  RlRht  worthy  Lordw  and  -well  beloved 
Neighliours  tlia  T'ords  of  tlie  Oeneml  Court  of  Masmoliiixi-tH 
Colony  rusitling  at  Boston. 


In  Soo/c  I  f')l:  2fi'.  f'>20O— "^otwitlistnndinic  tin-  liidiHi>iitu- 
"blo  Right  of  the  Honour'  preveleKed  W.  I:  Goiupany  to  thin 
"their  jirovinoit  of  Xew  !Nether1and  l>einK  on  clearae  the  Bun  at 
"noon  ilay  boiiiB  Urst  diseovereil  &  planted  by  ournatinn  & 
"Htrimgthi'iid  with  [iropcr  Forts  &  Oarristions,  yet  have  our 
"English  NeiglilH>nrH  (iigninst  our  repeated  protestations)  vio- 
"lently  usurped  not  only  thu  BorderK  hut  Into  the  very  heart 
"of  the  West.  I  :  roiupanys  Territories;  To  prevent  the  Hko  Iii- 
"ourMionwfor  th.'futur.-'..ur  tJ.iv^rnor  Ihe  Ho;  Peter  Btiiyv*-. 
"snnt  went  hi  iHirwin  iiii<l  mi't  at  the  (ieiiHnd  uieetuiH;  at  Hnrt- 
"ford  l(i."il)  aii.i  <!0]icludi'd  wilh  lln-ir  Oouiniilty  «  Treaty  by 
"whieli  the  Limit  ts  bet  w.'i.n  the  Unii.-d  (.'olonieMof  th«  EngliKh 
"and  our  I'njvhico  provisional,  whieli  Treaty  of  pnivJHionnl 
"Liniitts  is  Kfiiee  rattilied  by  their  Higli  :  M;  the  Slates  Oen- 
"eral.  But  s«ni<>  of  our  Kuglish  Neighbours  not  regnnling 
"those  Soleuui  Ty^'s  and  I':ngagenieiits  hiivi' continne<l  their 
"usurpation  and  in  imrtiiMiiar  last  yeiir  when  thi-  High  Court 
"of  Hartford  Colony,  having  oblitined  their  ni^w  I'atent,  have 
"not  only  miule  new  i)r,.teiitl.)iis  on  tluM  our  province  of  N-^w 
"Netherland.  but  liMve  aetuiiJIy  HmllenKed  our  Towns  ileeui- 
"steife,  Fhishing,  Midihdburgli.  Kustdorp,  itud  Gravesand,  dp- 
"inandlng  of  tliein  to  surrendi-r  to  their  liovernmeiit,  nsaji- 
"  pears  by  the  Letters  they  wuit  to  their  Towushiiw,  and  even 
"reduced  Oostd<)rp,  now  W.st  Chester  to  their  olifdience  the 
"which  unreiuiiinnlile  Anlieipation  of  (heirs  wtt  have  from  time 
"to  time  RiMuonstrateil  t«  the  11  :  W  :  1  :  ( '.,tn|)aiiy  resiiling  at 
"Amsterdam,  and  though  we  lind  reipu-steil  <)ur  supiM-riors  to 
"obtain  Redrer^s  by  his  Brinish  majesty  h)  we  havn  by  tlieir 
"Ho:(uiviseof  Ifi  April  lfts[  lililebo|».s  losi'.- Ilil.ietTocted  they 
"advi^ng  us  to  settle  the  Liiuitls  hi-rc  with  our  neighlK>un<. 
"In  onier  therefor  to  flv  our  Limitls  il  is  resolved  on  and 
"thought  e\p<'dien1  that  how  miieh  the  i>re>eneeof  ourGover- 
"nouriswontingherein.thosejierilous  times,  and  troubles  with 
"the  Indians,  yet  once  more  to  gue  iti  person  In  meet   tliein  in 


OF  NEW  NETHERLANDS.  28^ 


<4 


their  general  meeting  of  the  United  Collonies  at  Boston  thiH 
year  if  possible  to  settle  the  long  wisshed  for  peaceable  Liniltts 
"with  their  Commissioners,  to  which  the  Magistrates  agreed 
"that  How  Little  the  Governor  could  be  spared  yet  that  he  goe 
"  on  this  important  occasion.  Dated  fort  Amsterdam  (5  Septem' 
1663.  This  Resolve  signed  by  Petriis  Stuyvesant,  Miasius  de 
Sielle,  J°  Beekman,0  :  Stevens,  V  :  Cortland,  J  :  L  :  V  ;  der  Graft. 
Jacob  B  bryker.  After  this  Resolve  there  is  a  Letter  in  Eng 
iish  wrote  at  Hartford  by  John  Callecott  and  John  Allyne  di- 
rected to  home  English  Town  dated  24  August  1663.  In  sub- 
stance that  nothing  is  determined  in  their  favour  in  this  Gen- 
eral Court,  but  will  be  done  in  their  next  the  2**  Thursday  in 
October,  that  they  hear  Stuyvesant  is  going  to  the  Gen*  Court 
to  Boston  but  deart  move  nothing  to  their  prejudice;  and  fur- 
ther animating  them  to  sedition.  On  which  the  Consell  meet- 
ing the  same  was  taken  into  Consideration  y*  26  September: 
"Resolved  to  send  an  Express  to  the  Govern'  at  Boston  of  this 
"affair  that  he  nmy  the  better  lay  those  unlawfull  proceedings 
"before  their  Generall  Assembly,  and  have  despatched  an  Ex- 
"  press  €lccording^  See  fo.  310.  &  311.  A  Thretening  Letter  in 
English  by  Richard  Pauton  to  the  Governm'  Septem'  14,  1663 
to  release  a  prisoner  of  theirs,  the  English,  else  tliey  will  look 
on  his  detainment  as  a  Breach  of  peace  fo.  315  dated  Middel- 
burg.  An  English  Letter  wrote  by  the  Council  1,  ]jut  no  Sup- 
perscription  :  Trusty  and  Well  beloved  friends,  we  are  certainly 
informed  and  have  found  the  same  indeed  that  diverse  persons 
driven  with  a  spirit  of  mutiny,  aiming  at  nothing  but  to  fish  in 
troubled  waters  to  their  own  particular  profit  have  undertaken 
to  deceive  and  to  seduce  the  trusty  Inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince and  faithfull  subjects  of  the  High  and  Mighty  States 
Generall  of  the  United  Provences  and  the  Worshipfull  prevel- 
edged  West  India  Comp^  endeavouring  to  exciteand  sturrthem 
up  to  Sedition  and  mutiny  with  many  and  false  Reasons  and 
Inducements  which  practice  of  theirs  not  only  directly  crosses 
the  articles  of  peace  rattified  betw^een  his  Majesty  of  England 
ajid  the  forementioned  Lords  States  General  but  also  against 
the  agreement  of  the  Separation  of  Bounds,  made  and  con- 
cluded at  Hartford  in  New  England  with  the  United  Colonies 
of  New  England,  and  although  we  are  certain  that  you  accord- 
ing to  your  obliged  Duty  and  sworn  oath  will  not  give  any  eare 
much  less  Consent  men  t  to  such  troublesome  Spirits,  neverthe- 
less by  this  present  occasion  we  could  not  omit  by  these  pre- 
sents to  require  recommend  and  ordain  that  if  it  should  chance 
that  such  mutines  Spirits  and  troublesome  persons  should 
come  into  your  Town  for  to  molest  and  desquiet  the  goo<l  In- 
habitants of  the  same  and  to  draw  them  of  from   their  dutv 
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tliiit  yoii  would  presently  liike  Imlil  of  th«m  and  ennd  thetn 
Itulther  upon  the  cliarKKHof  the  WoraliipriillcoiniKinyor  else  to 
give  hh  tiiDuly  tiollco  of  tlii-ir  ootlngH  to  tlie  I'od  that  Buch  per- 
sona might  lie  Ki^aHi-d  utH>n  )>y  ue  that  through  that  means  the 
diuquietnex  ami  uiolPKliUionn  which  iiiif;iit  ftwiie  th«nc«  tnisht 
be  hindred  onil  prt>vt'iiti>d  thai  the  kooiI  Inlinliitunt*  might 
oonti»iielnquietn(>HpHncf<iiiid  unity  ah  theyhave  done  through 
GoiIh  BletwltigH  liitlierto.  In  Confidence  of  which  after  hearty 
KreDtlni;;  and  oalutatiun  wo  recommend  yoti  in  Oods  protection 
and  remain  your  cordial  &  iilTeotionatu  rrieudH  The  Oouncel  of 
New  Netherliuid  In  !Ni-w  AmHti^nlani  in  New  Netherland  26 
Soptein'lflOS.  After  this  iLiid  Ihe  fJovernourB  return  a  Jour- 
ney of  OominiwiIonerH  wilh  iipjK>inteii  liy  Oovernoiir  &  Councel 
to  treat  wit.ii  ti)o  Oovernni'  of  Hart  for  Ant  tlieirGcnerall  inuet- 
iriR,  their  originail.Tournnl  wheniof  ii<iliniingulshe(!  in  iheOen- 
eral  Index,  the  few  Hlieatx  RB.  The  ComniiKHionors  set  out  15 
Octol)'  10(13  and  l>y  the  10  met  In  their  OMtienilily.  The  fartlier 
adventures  of  tlieir  procee<)ingH  liero  Irantilated.  On  the  19*^ 
in  the  niorning  hefore  tlie  AHHeint)ly  met  we  wated  on  y'  Hon. 
John  Wintorp,  dewintd  him  to  uHe  hin  enditavour  to  move  ail 
obftructionH  to  their  foniniirwion,  and  promote  Concord  the 
which  lie  promined  :  TIte  OommlHHloni-m  having  already  de- 
livered their  written  Instruction  the  (fovernour  and  Councel 
inHeHtu<l  on  ;  wo  now  inaeHted  to  know  of  the  Oovernour  what 
the  Oonrt  htul  determined.  The  Governonr  replied  that  thn 
Court  had  committed  Kome  persoiix  to  treat  with  ns,  we  could 
not  And  any  more  opening  from  the  Governonr,  and  the  As- 
Bemlily  being  met  we  being  admitted  ofTered  oiirretiueat  iu 
wrightlng.  To  the  Hon'*  w<)rthy  Lord  Govern'  &  Councel  com- 
mitteti  fortheCollony  of  Hartford  :  Tlieoefew  linen  tendu only 
to  aoknowlege  with  gratitude  the  Cevelety  wherewith  we  have 
becTi  received  and  treated  aH  the  kind  Reception  of  our  Cre- 
dentialH  &  the  propoRalx  of  our  Governin'  praying  that  we  may 
have  thereon  your  cathngoriRal  answer,  that  we  may  know  iiow 
to  proceed.  The  which  1>elng  delivered  in  we  were  told  by  the 
martthale  Three  pernona  were  committed  to  treat  with  ub,  and 
would  meet  iiH  In  an  honrn  time  at  the  House  of  U' Howard 
Miller  about  half  way  )>etwi'<'n  our  Lo<1gingH  and  the  Councel 
Room,  ileRiringUR  to  meet  them,  and  met  ut  theapjiointed  time 
where  the  (Jommltty  after  Home  Btay  met  ns  the  time  being  re- 
la])Bed  wo  were  cftll^  todinc  wilh  the  tlourt  in  the  Councel  Hall, 
the  which  we  did,  after  dinner  {iresHing  that  the  Committy 
may  not  again  delay  their  meeting,  they  promised  and  did  meet 
UBat  the  place  ap{>oInted.  Having  every  one  laken  his  place, 
we  prodiiceii  our  Commission,  deaireil  to  we  theirs,  they  pro- 
duced Copy  of  tliPir  mini tx  netting  forth  that  AlleynSen',  Capt. 
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Fall  &  John  Allyne  Jiin'  were  dully  qualilUnl  to  treat  with  uk 
addintj^  that  producing  any  farther  CoiniiiiHsion  was  needles 
as  we  ourselves  ha<l  heard    of   the  Court  that  they  were  ap- 
[>oJnted.     We  then  desired  their  answer  on  <>:ir  proposals  made 
them,  they  asked,  what  they  were,  we  said  they  were  delivered 
them  in  writing  as  1.  to  know  itt  they  were  determined  to ccm- 
form  themselves  to  the  advice  of  the  three  other  Colonies  he- 
ing  in  substance  that  all  matters  and  disputes  iibout  theLimltfs 
should  remain  as  it-was  settled  and  agreed  on  in  the  year  1650 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  A°  16G4     2^^'  Or 
tliat  they  appoint  some  persons  to  settle  the  I^imitts  now.     S**. 
or  if    that  wont  do,  that  the  settling  of  the  Jjimitts  and  the 
whole  dispute  should  be  referred  to  their  Superiorson  both  sides 
in  EuTope,  and  in  the  maine  time,  all  masters  of  Dispute  should 
remain  as  was   formerly  agreed  to  in  the  year  1(^50.     Many  de- 
bates were  oiTerd  pro  and  con  on  those  points,  and  the  after- 
noon was  8i>ent  without   bringing  any  matter  to  Conclusion. 
On  the  !•'  they  said  they  could  not  conform  to  our  advice  for 
Reason   first  that    they  had   already  annimated   the    English 
Towns  on  Long-Island  that  they  were  comprehended  under  the 
Right  of  the  Kings  l^atent.     tievondly  that  the  greater  part  *>f 
them  had  freelysnrrenderdthemselvesunderjtheir  Government. 
Thirdly  tYioX  they  could  nor  might  not  denie  them  their  protec- 
tion least  they  incurr  his  Miijestys  displeasure  whilst  they  were 
comprehended  in  their  ^latent,  adding  that  although  settling 
of  the  Limitts  were  postponed  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners A**  1664.  thoy  could  not  conform  themselves  to  the 
advice  of   the  Commissioners   of  other  Colonies,  but   to  the 
Kings  patent,  and  iff  the  Commissioners  should  act  repugnant 
thereto,  theyd  sooner  seperate  themselves  from  the  o^her  Col- 
onies, saying  they'd  never  allow  any  other   limitts   but  what 
was  flxt  by  his  Majesty,  and  them  that  would  make  any  alter- 
ation set  themselves  above  his  Majesty.     All  we  aledged  against 
this  that  his  ^fajesties  Int<*ntion  was  not  to  grant  that  which 
was   al redid y  granted  by  othi  rs  and  in  their  lawfull  possession, 
and  such  Construction   could  not  be  laid  on  their  Patent.     It 
availed  not,  they  persisted   in  their  ungrounded  jiretensiona 
On    our  2**  proposal   they  answered   nothing   to  the   purxHJse, 
only  by  Interrogation,  iff  the  Director  Generall  was  sufficiently 
Quallified  by  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Lords  States  Gen- 
♦»rall,  on  which  we  answer 'd  in  the  aflfrinative,  and  the  which 
they  drop'    and  proceeded   to   our  3'*  proposal   on  which   they 
answerd,  to  aggree  that  the  Decision  of  our  Limitts  should  be 
left  to  the  Superiors  in  Europe  j)rovided  the  English  Towns  on 
Jiong  Island  and  West  Chester  should  ])ro visional  remain  under 
the  Qovemment  of  Hartford.     This  being  proposed  M'  Allyne 
19— Vol.  XVIII. 
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tttjii'  aseerte<l  that  liu  surely  knew  tliu  Engliuh  Towns  would  Do 
longer  stand  nti<ter  the  oI>edit!iiOH  of  th(4  Dutch  Oovei-Dineut, 
and  itwiie  would  cioiiBtriiiii  them  thereto  they  would  use  their 
nil  to  defend  tliein.  Tliiit  it  was  therefor  best  to  avoid  damage 
&  lilood  shed  to  leave  tliem  Towns  under  Hartford  tiovernment 
till  matters  are  at  huine  decided.  On  which  we  replied  that 
Hiich  would  never  he  allowed, and  if  iriatters  were  so, we  had  no 
farther  business  liere,  and  as  to  the  Towns  that  they  them- 
selves were  occasion  of  their  Kevotting  having  annimatml  them 
tliereto  by  their  own  Messengers.  They  said  they  were  in  duty 
bound  to  Hcquaint  them  witli  his  Majestli's  favount,  we  Miiil 
they  might  do  snuh  to  his  Majesties  Subjects,  but  not  to  thi^ 
subjects  of  their  High  Mi|rhtineHBes,  and  the  Ho :  W :  I ;  Com- 
pany, on  whicli  they  replied  they  were  subjects  of  his  MajeWy, 
seated  on  his  I^and  under  protection  of  his  i>atent;  We  aakml 
what  they  accounted  the  Treaty  of  Limitts  for  made  lOSIl. 
They  said  for  naught  whilst  his  Majesty  had  now  fixed  their 
I.inittts.  and  tlie  otherwero  only  provisional,  on  whif^h  wh 
vallued  our  selves  on  the  Concnrraiice  of  the  other  Towns  and 
l.'olonies.  They  rei>lle<l  they  could  make  no  iilteratioii.  least 
making  themselves  more  then  their  King,  and  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  otlier  Colonies  in  this  affair.  Having  spent  mucli 
time  in  this  fruitless  desputing  and  observing  on  all  sides  tliat 
whilst  they  sent  their  Missionaries,  Mills,  Van('(io,  Pantoinanil 
others  In  West  Chester  &  the  English  Towns  on  I^ong  island 
to  prompt  tliem  to  seilltion,  and  the  Messengers  from  th'em 
Towns  daily  api>earing  in  town  we  saw  clearly  they  wonted  to 
gain  time;  And  said  in  plain  terms  tliat  if  Ihose  TownsliipK 
would  como  under  protection  of  (heir  Government  and  craved 
their  Assistance,  that  they  must  stand  by  them  ;  Thislx-ingby 
us  considered,  ami  with  all  if  we  departed  without  nsingsome 
things  the  English  Towns  might  be  revolted  liefore  our  Return ; 
We  to  avoiil  all  difficulty  &  preveni  strife  &  effusion  of  HIo<h1 
tn  make  those  idthnale  proiKixals,  vi/.\  That  it  they  will  failh- 
fully  keep  and  maintain  the  Treaties  of  IJmitts  1050  until  the 
Limitts shall  be  fixed  liyour  SuiNTiors  in  Euroi»e.  and  not  jirt'- 
sume  to  take  any  of  the  English  Towns  standing  under  our 
dovernm'  in  tlieir  protection  nor  under  their  JuriH<1ioiion. 
We  on  our  side  would  use  no  anihority  over  West  Chester 
duringtiiat  Time  ttddinifl  hat  if  thisour  pro]>osa]  be  not  accepted 
we  and  our  princi)>als  having  done  all  we  could  shall  lie  clear 
t».f<.re  God  4;  theWorhl<if  the  Consequences  of  those  unlaw- 
fnll  proceedings  iif  theirs.  30'''  October  met.  asked  them  if 
thi-y'ii  answer  oil  our  i>ropnsals,  after  some  frlvelouB  exceptions 
that  the  Eiiglii'li  on  Long  IMand  would  not  stand  under  imr 
obedience  and  if  we  should  offer  to  compell  them  the  aojlllnn — 
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of  Blood  was  dreaded.  They  said  absolutely.  That  the  Eng- 
lish Towns  viz  Oostdorpt  hats  West  Chester,  Ru8tdorp&;  Heem- 
stede  should  remain  under  their  Government,  the  which  iff  We 
agreed  to  they'd  proceed  no  farther  but  leave  matters  so  to  a 
farther  meeting  and  provided  we  all  this  time  should  assume 
no  authority  over  those  Towns,  but  if  we  could  not  agree  to 
this,  they  could  not  hinder  the  said  Towns  included  in  his  Ma- 
jesties patent  to  come  nnder  their  protection  and  they'd  def- 
fend  them.  We  said  his  Majesty  had  more  discretion  then  to 
include  the  Lands  and  subjects  of  their  High  Mightinesses  in 
his  patent.  That  they  prevented  its  meaning.  The  patent 
contained  a  piece  of  Land  situate  in  America,  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  not  in  New  Netherland,  and  that  Gov :  Wintrop  de- 
clared us  to  take  it  in  that  light,  and  must  be  construed  as  the 
Boston  Patent,  where  it  expressly  limitted  "Provided  these 
*"  Lands  are  not  in  possession  of  any  prince  or  State."  Now  its 
known  that  Long  Island  hath  many  years  been  possessed  by 
the  subjects  of  their  H  :  Mightinesses;  and  so  the  Goverm' of 
Hartford  could  pretend  no  Jurisdiction  over  their  Towns. 
But  all  our  argument  avail'd  not.  Dining  with  the  Gover- 
nour  &  Court  after  dinner  we  complained  that  their  Commit- 
tee insisted  on  Impossibilities.  Desiring  that  they  would  give 
us  their  answer  on  our  delivered  Message  &  on  the  kind  and 
neighbourly  proposals  thereby  made.  The  which  they  prom- 
ised to  do;  it  being  Saturday  afternoon  no  more  business  was 
done.  21^.  Supping  with  the  Governor,  His  Hop.  declared 
again  that  their  |)atent  could  comprehend  none  of  the  Lands 
of  the  States  General,  we  desired  his  Hon'"  to  give  us  such  from 
imder  his  hand,  but  excused  himself,  saying  such  was  plain  and 
evident  by  the  patent  itself,  we  said  that  the  Committee  con- 
strued its  meaning  quite  otherwise,  and  iff  his  Ho:  would  give 
us  his  Construction  in  wrighting  it  might  be  usefnll,  but  he 
[persisted  by  his  former  excuse,  and  so  parted.  22**.  We  sent  the 
Marshall  for  our  written  answer,  but  did  not  come.  28'*.  Met 
the  Committee,  we  demanded  their  written  Answer  on  oni 
proposals  &  written  message.  They  said  they  were  met  1o 
speak  with  us  once  more  concerning  the  beforementioned 
Towns,  the  more  as  they  had  strove  to  persuade  the  chiefs  of 
those  Townships  to  remain  quiet  under  our  Government  till 
matters  should  be  farther  determined  but  that  could  not  pre- 
vail on  them,  and  thus  would  be  best  for  us  not  to  assume  that 
I>errogative  to  avoid  farther  troubles.  We  answere*!  that  the 
Governm*of  Hartford  were  the  cause  of  this  meeting.  That 
the  people  of  those  Towns  often  ha<l  by  their  Missions  had 
acknowlegd  their  submission  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  but 
that  had  drawn  them  of  from  their    fidelitv,  the  which  they 
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<llil  nut  i)«nl(i.  Iiiil  Miiii  it  \n  now  ho  ;  wh'cI  liku  it  well  they  would 
Iw  Htill,  l)iit  wh»t  i-uu  Wf  <)u,  (hey  tiru  jriitluilnil  lu  uiir  patent 
iiiid  ctruvu  our  iirolucMon  wliii-.ti  wh  [^miiiot  duiiiu  them.  Huoli 
waH  ofTured  by  uh  uuaiiiHt  tliiH  ('i)]idii><ii>ii.  tu>  that  they  went 
not  r.ompr(ihiiiid<-tl  in  Ihiiir  luiteiit,  that  Miir.li  i»jiii[ir«lteudet1  » 
piuoit  lit  Land  in  ^ew  Hni;lan<l  uud  nut  in  A'^w  NutherlMnil. 
T)i»t  UH  Hi>:t)i«ir  liov»nii>m  iindBrtitoocl  itM>:  They  twid 
tht'ir  (jovornor  wim  but  a  Kingle  inau.  Wii  undttrstand  it  (Hun 
aifd  many  nic>r«<  with  nn.  iinil  lliat  our  )>all^nt  not  only  coin- 
prnhends  Ihal  bindH  Nortiiward  on  Itustoii'H  Jjiue,  aud  Weift- 
wai>l  on  thoSea.  iixi^ojit  it  iiiter(»ruHwlthaiiolhi^rKiiigiiPatent. 
.VKking  them  wlieru  thiin  New  Mntlierltuid  wh«  HittuAtei], 
anHweretl  in  plain  terms  that  they  iwkiiowleifHd  no  New  Neth- 
Hrland.  oxi-.ept  w«  produce  a  (frant  thereror  from  hid  inajfu'ty  ; 
Wo  Hiiid  wc  Htou<l  in  iii'od  of  no  (iraiil  from  hii>  Majeety.  They 
tuiict  they'd  agree  witli  nx  ifT  we  could  |>r<Hlnce  any  act  or  Grant 
from  liny  prinnii  or  their  H.  MightineHiieH  where  byguoh  parcttll 
<tl  Land  waH  granted  iis.  We  vahie<l  oitreeivi'mm  the  prevelef{e 
and  the  npprolialion  of  tiieir  H  :  Ui^htineHHeti  on  the  provt- 
Hiiinal  Treaty  about  tht^  Limittaat  Hartford  1050, they  anHweret) 
the  Ofltroy  or  itrivelejfe  waHonlyu  prnvulege  of  Trade,  and  the 
reuited  Tn?aty  of  Lindttu  whm  bnt  in-ovUiiiual  &o.  Iff  you  can- 
not (Hay  they)  proiluite  u  {Mirtli-.ular  [laLeiil  for  that  laud  It  tnuHt 
l>eloni;to  ux;  we  mid  that  that,  the  Right  of  their  U  ;  M"  waa 
Indiipiitahle  hy  their  llrc't  <liMcovery  and  nettling  thU  Country, 
they  Kaid  they'll  allow  nn  our  real  iMWHexHionK,  But  that  wer.onid 
not  hinder  them  to  take  what  wax  not  i)OH!«>Ht  hy  U8.  We  al- 
leged that  possexxjon  of  jiitrt  must  Im  taken  for  the  whole,  but 
in  vain.  Thity  etaid  w«\i  no  right  to  hinder  them  from  poHsese- 
ing  (hone  TjatulH  not  yet  (KixHeNt,  hiehided  in  their  patent,  ai 
we  could  not  iiroiliioe  a  fxitent  fron)  any  prinee  or  Bt«to  ;  after 
munh  more  debates  pro  &  con  askeil  tlii'm  what  It  waa  they  In- 
nisted  on  nineii  they  had  a.-*  yet  nia<le  noanxwerononr  reasona- 
ble propoHalx.  the  whieh  they  proniifed  to  do  after  dinner, 
etoeing  to  <)ine  iH-fnre  we  entered  the  Room  young  M'.  Allyn  & 
Willi!i  a  maitiMtrale  hIihwM  mm  xome  pro|>oHalx  in  cnlnitannn, 
That  Wc'xt  i^heKterwith  all  the  Lanii  to  Slantford  if  by  us 
ahiindoned,  and  we  ilisrlaini  any  ,Tnrisdietion  over  the  tlngllfih 
Townson  I.oiik  inlaMil  tliat  lliey  then  would  eome  to  an  agree- 
ment. Hut  ax  llioxe  pro|)oxalit  wn«  only  a  Itongli  Draught,  We 
dnnird  a  fair  ('ofiv  the  wldi'li  wax  proiuisftl  ns,  after  meal  wo  In- 
ttixteil  that  they  woulil  !><'  e\)iedient  lo  ilis|HLti'li  uh  having  heeu 
here  a  long  time  which  they  promiwd,  after  xome  more  dtx- 
courx,  ThosiMinreawmnlile  pniiiosnls  in  ICnglixli  were  brought. 
I.  That  West  nhester.  idl  the  (.eopl-  iiml  laiidx  between  thai 
and  Htantford  nhatl  belong  lo  tlie  ('oiony  of  Connettlout,  till  it 
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be  otherwise  insued.  2"*.  That  Connetticut  will  forbear  exerciB- 
ing  any  authority  over  the  pJantationH  of  Ueamstede,  Jamacco, 
&c.  uotil  the  C-ase  be  farther  coutsidered,  provided  the  l>utc;l) 
will  forbeare  to  exercise  auy  coercive  power  towards  any  of  the 
English  plantations  on  Long  lHlan<l  untill  there  be  a  determina- 
tion of  the  iJase.  3'*  It  is  albo  agree<i  that  the  issue  of  these  Dif- 
ferences shall  be  by  our  mutual  accord,  or  by  a  third  person,  or 
I)ersons  mutually  Chosen  byusor  by  our  superiorsin  Europe,  and 
that  the  Magistrates  now  in  beingoti  Long  Island  in  those  plan- 
tations, shall  govern  those  said  plantation  untill  there  be  an  issue 
of  these  differences  as  aforesaid.  4  That  all  and  every  person 
on  Long  Island  shall  be  wholly  indemnified  for  all  passages 
and  Transactions  respecting  these  afTairs  to  this  day.  That  we 
mutual Iv advise  all  persons  concerned  both  English  and  l>utch 
to  cary  it  peaceably  justly  and  friendly  to  each  other.  We  hav- 
ing read  the  above  proposals  said  they  were  unreasonable  and 
unacceptable  by  us,  and  for  us  unanswerable  to  agree  to.  De- 
sired them  to  desist  from  their  Claim  to  the  Towns  on  Long-Is- 
land sittuate  in  our  Government,  that  we  then  wouhl  treat 
with  them  of  the  other  points;  but  to  no  purpose,  they  con- 
tinued we  can  not  denie  those  Towns  our  protection  apd  must 
defend  them  against  all  hostilities.  We  seeing  no  prospect  of 
proceeding  farther  yet  to  avoid  worse  Consequences  were  re- 
solved to  fix  something  certain.  We  made  these  following  [)ro- 
posals,  also  in  English  :  Westchester  with  the  Land  and  people 
to  Stantford  shall  abide  under  this  Government  of  Connetti- 
cut til  the  time  that  the  Hounds  &  Hmitts  between  the  above- 
said  Colony  and  the  Province  of  the  New  Netherlands  shall 
be  determined  here  by  our  mutual  accord,  or  by  jiersons  inn- 
tually  chosen,  or  by  his  Hoyall  Majesty  of  England,  and  the 
High  and  Mighty  States  General  of  the  United  provinces.  The 
Plantatlonsof  Middleburg,  Rustdorpand  Heamstede  the  which 
are  said  to  revolt  and  to  come  under  the  Colony  of  Connetticut 
shall  absolutely  abide  under  the  Government  of  New  Nether- 
lands till  the  above  said  determination,  and  that  the  Magis- 
trates for  the  time  l>eing  on  fiong  Island  in  those  plantations 
shall  govern  those  said  plantations  under  y*  said  Government 
until  there  be  an  Issue  of  these  differances  as  aforesaid.  That 
all  an<l  every  person  on  Jjong  Island  shall  be  wholly  indemnified 
for  all  passages  and  Transjict ions  respecting  these  afTairs  to  this 
day.  That  we  mutually  advise  all  persons  concerned  both 
English  and  Dutchtocarry  it  i)eacable  justly, and  friendly  toeach 
other.  That  both  parties  in  Difference  namely  Conetticut  ( 'ol- 
ony  and  the  Govemour  an<l  Councell  of  New  Netherlands  shall 
be  engaged  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  promote  and  ar- 
oomplish  the  issuing  of  the  above  Differences.     On  onr  request 
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being  admitted  in  Cuuiiuult,  tlm  Hl>ovf  |>ro[io8alu  b«lng  given 
iiiaud  read,  wore  auttwu rod  liyt«uiue,  Tliut  uur  [>ropoB&U avail 'd 
uothinic  uiuue  tlie  Towtia  »bov<i  intiiiliuntiil  would  nut  Hlantl 
uiid<T  our  obuditiDce ;  otherii  thiit  they  knew  of  uo  proviace  of 
Nuw  Netlmt-Jaiid,  biit  kiittw  o(  h  Dutch  (iov«rnour  over  the 
Dutch  plantations  on  ManliattauH- that  Loiii;  IhIboiI  laid  in 
llifir  patent  &  they'd  i>ohhuhh  it  and  mora  hucIi  Itku  dlttcourwe  : 
On  tliu  1"  wo  ant)W«ril  we  were  uura  they'd  Htand  under  our 
<iovtiriiiii'ir  that  of  Hartford  did  not  Bpurrtliemiipto  mutiny, 
(hi  tile  3'  that  ill  iwttlinK  the  provitiioiiat  Limltx  lO-iO  tliey 
hiul  ucknowleged  a  provincii  of  N«w  Net<ht>rland,  W«(!HlnK  wn 
<lid  not  prevail  we  deHired  thtit  mattuni  mifcht  rmiiain  aH  tliey 
are  at  present  till  nearer  detennined  liy  his  Majtmty  and  the 
Utateit  tieuer'.  They  Maid  Hix  UajfxtieM  Patent  had  flxttht* 
Ijimitn,  ItT  we  would  not  agreu  to  their  proiK>Hal  nothiU({  oould 
Ihi  done,  but  if  we  would  uuliMorilie  them  tliey  then  would  comtt 
til  an  agreement  with  an.  We  Juilffeil  Hiich  fur  uh  to  Iw  unan- 
Hwerahlt-,  deairetl  if  they  had  any  more  to  answer  on  our  Mcb- 
sngn  to  be  expedient  we  wonted  todejiart  nnd  to  rei>ort  oiirad- 
ventiiteM  to  our  Uo;  Uoveruonr  &  Counoel of  New  Netherland  i 
Havingreqiiiretlof  them  to  lake  the  matter  in  theirseriouH  Con- 
B-ideration  to  ]ironiote  [leace  nntill  y°  decision  at  home.  Tlie 
anewerd  tlieyd  prei>arii  a  Letter  for  ns.  At  evening  went  for 
our  better,  and  took  leave  of  the  'iovern' &  AdHenibly  still 
Hhuwing  our  dionontenl  of  our  usa^i-.  The  Letter  wax  brought 
U8  liy  y°  Beoretary  at  liven'.  Buperxcrlpton  wan:  These  for 
tiie  Right  HonoLiral>"  Peter  ytuyvemnil  Direct' Cleu'  at  the 
Manadeit;  we  told  the  Hearer  iieiiig  tlie  Secrat'  It  ahould  have 

«-en  Direct'  (^en'  of  New  Netherland.  he  Htid  it  was  In  our 
(^lioine  ill  we  would  take  it  or  not. 

Tlie  34,»1,  &  311  were  in  our  home.)  onrney,    OomellH  Van  liuy- 

ven,  i>  Stevense  Van  f-ortlanil,  .John  Lawriinse. 


.V'in  in  Book  /. /oSSI,  382.— 'The  Dire.-r  Ue:,er' tli.'tJonncel 
'■anil  Burner  Manlern  of  llie  City  having  maturely  contildered 
■■on  the  unreiiitonable  iindariiitrnry  i>rocee(iiiigs of  theEngliol, 
■■iit  Hartford  being  by  no  meann  lo  be  moveil  to  abate  from 
'-Iheir  Insolent  pretenniiiiiH  aK  iLppeunH  liy  the  JournallH  so  of 
-his  Ho,  the  (iovernonr  tii  his  lulvi^ntnres  to  Boston  aH  that  o) 
■■the  Commisfionei-s  ;it  Hartford  ;  nmnliiiriing  that  tlie  provi- 
■sioniil  Treaty  ..f  I.imil  ts  ir  I'nO  iil  Hartford  i«  void  whllct 
"hiK  innjeHly  liadsKtth'il  iheir  l.imitlHaiid  thus  Wext -chexter 
''and  (lie  I-jukIihIi  Towns  mi  I,ci[ik  Island  belong  to  their  town 
■■phili.  the  which  have  liroitght  under  tlieir  Subjection  having 
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*' about  a  100  of  them  horse  &  foot  in  all  y"  foriiier  mentioned 
''Towns  called  the  Magistrates  together,  declaring  that  they 
"  were  English  Subjects,  and  were  to  pay  no  Rates  or  Taxes  to 
**the  Dutch,  suspended  the  old  magistrates,  and  sworn  new 
*'ones  in  the  administration— Our  own  Weakness,  the  yet  con- 
'' tinning  trouble  with  the  Indians,  and  dreading  the  Tot^l 
"Ruenof  numbers  of  our  farmers  &  iff  we  should  take  any 
''  measures  of  Resistance  made  us  desist,  as  having  no  order, 
*  or  promise  of  aid  of  the  Ho.  West  India  Comp^.  We  therefor 
*' thought  it  best  both  for  the  Interest  of  the  Company,  as  our 
*' Pistressed  farmers.  To  answer  on  the  proposals  of  the  C:fov- 
**ernm'  of  Hartford,  Iff  by  that  means  the  total  Desertion  of  s* 
*' Towns  might  be  prevented,  at  least  untell  we  have  advice 
**fi<)m  Home.  Thus  concluded  fort  Amsterdam  the  15  Novem- 
"  Imr  A*  1663.  P.  Stuyvesend,  Measurde  Sille,  J.  L.  V :  der  Grast, 
C)  :  Stevense  van  Cortland. 

The  Letter  was  wrote  in  English  as  followeth  : 
Right  Honorable  Sir,  and  loving  Neighbours — 

Yours  of-  I'j  October  sent  by  our  Intrusted  agents  I  have  re- 
ceived unto  which  I  should  have  sooner  returned  an  answer  if 
mv  sickness  had  not  hindered,  the  which  is  only  the  Cause  that 
for  the  present  I  cannot  answer  unto  the  particulars,  according 
unto  our  desires  and  your  Expectation  :  Only  I  was  in  hoi)es 
that  between  you  and  our  Deputies  a  favourable  and  comforta- 
ble issue  answerable  unto  both  our  Superiors  in  Europe  should 
have  been  obtained ;  But  Conferring  your  Honours  proposi- 
tions, and  our  Intrusted  Agents  answer,  we  doubt  not  that  by 
a  uearer  meeting  either  with  the  Right  Honorable  Commis- 
sioners of  the  United  Collonies,  or  according  to  your  Honour* 
motion  by  our  Sui>eriors  in  Europe,  either  by  a  mutual  accord 
by  a  third  person  or  persons  mutually  chosen  the  Diffrence 
as  yet  may  be  ended.  These  may  assure  your  Honours  that  we 
shall  be  ready  to  promote  all  ways  of  peace  and  Friendship  to 
that  effect  and  shall  attend  all  means  for  a  happy  Conclusion 
of  all  the  Differences  that  are  fallen  out  between  us ;  and  there- 
for untlll  that  time  we  shall  rest,  and  acquiese  in  what  your 
Honor*  Comraittey,  and  our  Agents  had  proposed,  only  that 
all  t hinges  Justly  and  rightly  may  be  understood,  we  being  not 
so  well  acquainted  with  the  propriety  of  the  English  phrases, 
especially  with  the  Word  Coercive  Power,  if  thereby  is  iinder- 
stood  any  violent  and  Constraint ive  power,  which  we  never 
have  used  over  any  English  or  Dutch,  we  re^st  and  acquiese  in 
your  Honor**  proposals,  to  Witt,  That  West  Chester  by  us  called 
Oostdorp  shall  abide  under  Connetticut  Colony  until  the 
Limitts  shall  be  determined  either  by  our  Superiors  in  Eu- 
rope, or  by  indifferent  persons  mutually  chosen.      Your  Hon- 


M6  THE  DUTCfl  REOOUDS 

1)1)1-0  forbenring  to  Kxerciso  any  uatliority  over  t)i«  plantations 
of  HeaniHtede,  Jatnacco  liy  us  called  Uustilorp,  anil  utIi«rH  w« 
ttliall  forbear  to  use.  or  to  ezerciiM!  any  Uc«roivt]  power  (it 
Ixiing  iiniliinitotxl  oh  a(oresuid)  ov«r  them,  iiutill  thare  be  u  de- 
ter luhiat  ion  of  tbu  Cane,  and  we  lire  hIhu  occordiDK  to  your 
Hon*  motion  content  Thikt  t>i<;  IxHueof  t]iuHedilT<irenceti  may  )"' 
ordered  iiy  a  mutual  acf^rd.  or  l)y  a  tliird  person,  or  iHtrsonr' 
matiially  cltosen  by  uh,  or  by  uiir  Uui>eriora  In  Europe,  aiiti 
that  th«  MugintrateH  now  in  iH'ing  un  Long  iHland  Bball  <:(in- 
tinue,  untill  there  biian  inhueniadi-of  tliA  liilTeruuceit— W«  altui 
alKMiiutely  coud<i8end  in  tliu  fuilowiug  propooitionB.  and  advici- 
of  your  Hon"  and  our  Atc^utH.  Your  Honours  Hueing  that  Wf 
[traholdlng  us  you  were  pleaHed  Id  do  in  (lie  Iwhalf  of  hlit  Royall 
Uajexty,  IiIh  Interext  and  (7iaim,  ti)t<  C'iaiui  aud  Interest  of  our 
Superiors  tlie  Hiffli  and  mighty  BtateH  (leiiurall  of  the  United 
Belginq  Provinces,  aud  thi^  Hon'  i.ords  Bewinttitthbera  our 
LordH  &  patroona)  for  pvoce  Hakt:  anil  for  I o avoid  further  trou- 
lili^anil  Uloodflhead  ho  furhiiverondeiioended  in  your  propodaU, 
wt>  lioiHi  and  doubt  not  your  HoiiorHanvording  to  their  real  Ex- 
prfFution,  will  not  i-.ountetiauno  any  Irregularity  or  aotingH  nor 
f;iveany  Kn<iouragenient  to  seditious  Spirit n,  but  that  you  will 
endeavour  toHupiireHHHUf.li  [M-miuH  thatHhall  act  and  duagainet 
theHU  profMsalH.  according  unto  your  Hon'*  farther  advice  All 
pemons  concfrni^d  l>oth  EngliNli  and  Pulch  to  carry  It  peaonn- 
biy  JuHtly  and  friendly.  Wi-  hitherlo  have  lUtendfd  and  shall 
do  so  still  iintill  a  amirjible  comfortable  for  both  nations,  and 
before  our  Superiors  an  answerublo  Isvue  may  bo  attained  and 
concluded,  whereunto  expecting  your  Honours  fa vouraltle  Con- 
struct ions  and  annwi-r  I  shall  rest  Your  Honours  loving  friend  & 
Nnighbonr.  Amsterdam  in  the  New  Netherlands  thisfi  ot  No- 
vember mut. 


Tliese  foregoing  recitwt  (topples  &  Ttai illations  is  all  that  in 
lonnd  ui  the  Itonks  and  [lapera  in  relation  to  the  Eastern 
Bonndarlesof  this  Province-  But  And  many  oinitions— The  pro- 
vincial Kecorils  before  the  year  1030,  In  which  no  doubt  is  con- 
tained the  Indian  purchase  for  Connetticut  ttiver,  and  the 
J.and  borilering  on  it.  ho  often  ntentionetl  in  debates  of  IGXt. 
The  Hook  BH  emis  with  2  Aug  1010,  whereas  a  Letter  from  the 
Government  of  Boston  to  our  (iovern'  y'  tVl"  and  our  (Jovern- 
ours  answer  2  Bei)t<'m'' following  are  with  aI>out  tO  Leafs  or 
more  tore  out  of  the  Back  of  the  Book.  That  for  the  year  llbM 
which  ("outains  the  re uowne<l  Treaty  of  Limitts  with  N  ;  Kni;. 
land  HO  oft  en  brought  in  Bvideuce  in  our  HispiitMi  la  also  mini*- 
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ing,  as  is  those  for  1651,  1652,  &  ^j^reat  part  of  165a  The  Book 
for  the  year  1659  is  missing  wherein  a  Letter  from  Boston  Gov- 
erm^  to  our  (ifovern'  7  Septem^  And  our  Governours  answer 
y*  27  October  following  both  1059,  are  no  doubt  contained : 
Neither  is  (jovernour  8 teyvezands  Journal  of  his  proceedings 
to  treat  w^  and  meet  the  Great  Court  at  Boston  1663,  to  be 
found. 

At  page  12  the  words*  saying  theyd  never  allow  any  other 
Limits;  at  page  15  the  words,  on  the  provisional  Treaty,  &  at 
page  17  the  word  directed  are  scored. 

The  aforesaid  Corrections  being  made,  I  do  certify  the  abovi* 
to  be  a  true  Copy,  compared  with  the  Record  by  me 

UOBT.  Harpur,  D.  Seer*!/ 


DEED  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK. 


Charles  the  Second  by  the  t^race  of  God  King  of  England 
Scotland  Prance  and  Ireland  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c  &c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  Crreeting,  Know  Ye 
that  We  for  divers  good  causes  and  Considerations  us  there- 
unto moving,  have  of  our  especial  (^*race,  certain  Knowledge 
and  meer  Motion,  given  and  graiinted,  and  by  these  presents 
for  lis  our  heirs  and  Successo'*  do  give  and  grant  unto  our 
dearest  Brother  James  Duke  of  Yorke  his  heirs  and  assigns  all 
that  part  of  the  maine  Land  of  New  England  beginingatacer- 
taine  place  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix  next  ad- 
joyning  to  New  Scotland  in  America,  and  from  thence  extend- 
ing along  the  Sea  Coast  untoacertaine  [)lace  called  Petuaquino 
or  Pemaquid,  and  so  up  the  River  thereof,  to  the  furthest  head 
of  the  same,  fis  it  tendeth  North wanls,  and  extending  from 
thence  to  the  River  of  Kinel>eque.and  so  upwards  by  the  short 
est  Coarse  to  the  River  Canada  Northwards;  and  all  that  Is- 
land or  Islands  commonly  called  by  the  several  name  or  names 
of  Matowacks  or  Long  Islan<]  situate  lying  and  being  towards 
the  West  of  Cape  Cod,  and  the  narrow  Higansetts,  abutting 
upon  the  maine  land  between  the  two  Rivers  tliere  called  or 
knowne  by  the  severall  names  of  Connecticutt  and  Hmlsons 
River  together  also  with  the  said  River  called  Hudsons  River, 
and  all  the  Land  from  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River  to 
the    East  side  of  Delaware  Bay,  and  also  all  those  severall  Is- 
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IuiiiIh  Railed  or  kiiowti*'  liy  the  nanieH  of  Martin  Vlneyanl  and 
!Niititukt>H  oth«rw)M:-  Nantuckett,  toi^ther  with  all  the  Iiandu, 
IiilanilH,  Boyltfs,  RivurM,  Harlio",  Miiiei*,  Miiieralla,  Quarryea, 
Wuuils,  Maraht^f,  Wali-nt.  Ijukef,  FUhioKH,  Hitwkiuff,  MuutiDg, 
&  Fuwling  and  all  uther  KoyultteH,  Prollts,  CoiiiUKMllttix,  and 
ll<!reditam"  tu  tli«  euiid  sevarall  IhIhihIh,  I^ands  and  Premisses 
l)Hli)i));iiig  and  a[i[M>rtaiiUng  w''  their  and  every  of  their  Bp- 
[>urtuiiaii<!(-H,  ami  all  our  l^tttalc,  Uight,  Title,  Interest,  Bene- 
lii.  Advantaice,  Olaiiiie  and  Demand,  of,  in,  or  to  the  Haid 
JiaiidH  and  p"iniSHeii  or  any  part  or  iMrcell  thereof;  aii<)  tba 
K*<ver<!<>n  aitd  Beveruons,  Kemalnder  &  Kemainder'*  toother 
with  tliD  yearly  aad  other  the  Reiito,  Revenues  and  P^offltts  of 
all  and  Mingiilar  the  isaiil  p'*inieseii  and  of  every  part  and  parcell 
thereof; .  To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  HJiiKular  the  »aiil  Ijaiids, 
lulaDdH  HpreditanientM  and  prxniiMteit  witli  their  and  every  ot 
their  appiirtcncfS  hi>rehy  given  and  granted,  or  herein  before 
utentii>ne<l  tii  bee  givi^n  and  giiuited  unto  Uiir  Haid  dearest 
Brother  JanieH  Duke  of  Yorke,  his  Heireaaail  Aiuiigiies  forever, 
li>  the  only  [>rO[>er  umb  and  BehOof  of  the  Maid  Jameo  Duke  of 
Ytirke  liii4  helm  and  AniiigneH  for  ever  to  hee  lioldea  of  us  our 
liejrH  and  SucRexHo''  an  of  our  niannor  of  East  (Greenwich  in  our 
C'liunty  of  Kent,  in  free  and  Ciminion  SocHUtgeand  not  in  Oapite 
or  hy  Knight  tjervlne,  Yellding  and  Kendriog,  and  tbe  said 
.lanieH  Duke  of  Yorke  doth  for  hini^elfe  Inn  Heirs  and  Aselgnes 
i-nveuant  anil  proinlne  lo  yifl<l  luid  ri'iider  unto  ua  our  HeirK 
and  BiiCReso",  of  and  for  the  mime  yearly  and  everj-  year  Forly 
lieaver  H|f iQH,  when  tliey  Khali  heeilenianded,  or  within  Nynety 
itaya  aftf  r :  And  we  do  Furthtr  of  our  enpeciall  Grace  certain 
KiKiwIi'ilge  and  niei-r  Motion  for  uh  our  Heirs  and  SuooenMO'* 
giv«  and  graunt  unto  oiir  Haid  <leareiit  Brother,  JameoPukeof 
Vorki^hiH  HeirK,  Di^pntycH,  AgentH,  OonimiMtion"  and  aagignt* 
l>y  thi^e  j>"i«entH  full  and  almiliite  i>ower  and  ai:thority  to  cor- 
rt-ft,  puuiHh.  iiardon.  govern,  and  Rule  all  huch  the  Bubjedtti 
iif  iiH  our  Ht-irHand  Suoiwasor"  ivh  dhall  from  tini«  to  time  ad- 
venture  theiiiHelveH  into  any  the  parts  or  plaren  aforesaid  or 
lluit  Hhallordoat  any  tinii'  hereafter  inhabit  within  the  fame. 
a<'ci>rdiii|;  to  surh  Iiaw»,  iirtlei-H,  ordinanr^e.s,  Dire<i<«>nHand  In- 
wiruiirionMiuiby  ourmiid  dearest  Brother  or  his  ANslgnHMhall  l>e6 
established  ;  and  in  ilcfent  thereof  in  Cases  of  nef^essjtyiw^i-onl- 
Ing  to  the  good  Din-ccons  of  his  IVprityes.  Ooni mission".  oiB- 
c<TM  or  awiifni's  respi-ctively  as  well  in  all  Cases  and  inattnrs 
Capifall  and  Crlndnall.  as  <-ivlll  l>nUi  Marine  and  olhent,  ao  al- 
wayes  aMlhe  ^aicl  Siatiites.  OrilJnanoeHutiil  procnedingH  be  not 
contrary  to,  hut  as  nt-are  iis  I'onv.'nieinly  may  bt>e  ngr(>pable 
totheliawes.  Htatilleaandriovrnin'ofthiHourKeahndf  Etiff-  ^ 
ainl ;  And  wiving  uiul  n'serviiig  to  tii-oiir  lielrs  and  HiioepKso",^. 
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the  receiving,  hearing  and  determining  of  the  appeal  and  ap- 
peals of  all  or  any  l*8on  or  Psons  of  in  or  belonging  to  the  Ter- 
ritoryes  or  Islands  aforesaid  in  or  touching  any  Judgin^  or  Sen- 
tence to  bee  there  made  or  given  ;  and  further  that  it  shall  and 
may  bee  lawfull  to  and  for  our  said  dearest  Brother  his  Heirs 
an<l  assignee  by  these  Presents  from  time  to  time,  to  nominate, 
make,constit  ute,  ordaine  and  conflrme  by  such  name  or  names, 
Stile  or  Stiles,  as  to  him  or  them  shall  seem  good  ;  and  like- 
wise to  revoke,  discharge,  change  and  alter,  as  well  all  and  sin- 
gular Govern",  officers,  and  Ministers  which  hereafter  shall  bee 
i>y  him  or  them  thought  fit  and  needful  1o  be  made  or  used 
within  tlie  aforesaid  parts  and  Islands:  And  also  to  make,  or- 
daine an<l  establish  all  manner  of  Orders,  Laws,  Direccous,  In- 
structions, I^ormsand  Ceremonies  of  Govemm^and  magistracy 
lit  and  necessary  for  and  concerning  the  Governm*  of  the  Ter- 
ritory es  &  Islands  aforesaid,  so  always  as  the  same  be  not  con.- 
trary  to  the  Lawes  aTid  Statutes  of  thisour  Realme  of  England, 
but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  thereunto,  anil  the  same  at  all 
times  hereafter  to  put  in  Execucon  or  abrogate  revoke  or 
change  not  onely  within  the  Pcincts  of  the  said  Territoryes  or 
Islands  but  also  uiK)n  the  Seas  in  going  and  coming  to  and  from 
the  same,  as  he  or  they  in  their  goo<l  discretions  shall  think  to 
be  fittest  for  the  good  of  the  Adventurers  and  Inhabitants; 
and  wee  <lo  further  of  our  especial  Grace  certain  Knowledge 
and  meer  motion,  Graunt,  Ordaine  and  declare  that  such  Gouv- 
nors  Officers  and  ministers  as  from  time  to  time  shall  bee  au- 
thorized and  appointed  in  manner  and  Forme  aforesaid,  shall 
and  may  havt)  full  power  and  authority  to  use  and  exercise  Mar- 
shall Law  in  Cases  of  Rebellion,  Insurreccon,  and  meeting  in 
as  large  and  ample  manner  as  our  Lieu"  in  our  Countyes  within 
our  Realme  of  England  have  or  ought  to  have  by  force  of  their 
(.Commission  of  Lieutenancy  or  any  law  or  Statute  of  this  our 
Realme ;  And  we  do  further  by  these  presents  for  us  our  Heirs 
and  Successors,  graunt  unto  our  said  dearest  Brother  James 
Ouke  of  Yorke  his  Heirs  &  Assignes  that  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawfull  to  and  for  the  said  James  Duke  of  Yorke  his  Heiresand 
Assignes  in  his  or  their  discrecons  from  time  to  time  to  a<hnit 
such  and  so  many  Pson  and  Psons  to  trade  &  traffick  into  an<l 
w'*'in  the  Territorves  and  Islands  aforesiiid  and  into  everv  or 
any  part  aii<l  parrell  thereof;  and  to  have  possess  and  enjoy 
any  Lands  or  Hereditam'*  in  the  Ptes  and  places  aforesaid,  as 
they  shall  think  fit  according  to  the  Lawes,  orders,  Constitr- 
tions  and  ordinances  by  our  said  Brother  his  Heirs.  Deputyes, 
Com",  aii<l  Assignes  from  time  to  time  to  bee  made  and  estab- 
lislnMl  by  vertne  of  and  according  to  the  true  Intent  and  meaii^ 
iiig  of   these   Psents,  and  under  such  C^mdicons,  Reserviicoi!« 
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ami  Ufjreein"  iu<  our  i^iil  ItiMllier  Uh  IlnirrH  luiil  AMignesuhall 
H«li]uwn«,  onlur  (llruct  ajiilii|iiK>Jiii,  luiil  not  otlierwiseaaofure- 
Hald  :  And  wmidoriirtheruf  uiir  t«ii>Hi;iiLl  Urw^XH^rtaineKDowl- 
ud|{e  &  iiii-iT  Motion  tor  iim  our  liiiirH  uiitl  UiicoiWMors  give  ai)d 
gmunt  tooiiiHiiiil  <Ji-nr  Hrollii'i-  hi:>  Hxiiniiiiil  AiwieDsby  thase 
prouHiits,  that  iC  hIidII  iitid  iii»y  lifn  Inwriill  (oundfurliiin,  tb«iu 
or  any  <>r  tlii'iii.  al  all  iiml  ovury  ijmi-  and  ijiikm  htiniafter,  out 
of  any  of  our  Kfuliiics  or  I>iiiiiink>i]!<  uliatsoi'vur  to  tak«,  lead, 
<!arry,  and  IraiisiMurt  iuaiid  iiilu  llii'ir  voya(f«it,  for  and  towardB 
l.lie  ]>laiituDou  ot  our  TerritoryuH  and  IslaiidB  all  soch  and  mi 
many  of  our  lnvuiiig  SuhjitiitK.  or  any  iit.lior  Htraii|{i*rH  beliiK  not 
|]roliibite<lorund>!r  rcMtralnt,  that  will  bccointiour  hivlug  Siih- 
jectM,  aitd  llvi^  under  our  allAKianoc  na  fhull  willingly  occom- 
liany  them  in  tho  wiid  VoyugKti,  togethiir  wiili  all  Huoh  Cloath- 
ing,  Implfin"  Furniturit  &  otht^r  Ihinga  UHiially  transported, 
and  not  pnihihliwl,  luf  Hiiall  Im  iitMtttKAary  for  thn  Inhabitanto 
of  thu  Hnid  InlundH  und  Turrit  or  yi<H  and  for  thttir  Use  and  de- 
fenre  tht-mof,  und  nianageintt  and  oirryinK  on  the  Trado  w" 
thi^  IM!opli<  thtru,  and  in  iiaMHing  and  retnrnini;  to  and  Iro; 
YiiildinKand  i>ayingto  iihoui-  HcirHandSu<;n«w(o"  th»CuHt^nif« 
and  dutyex  thfivof  rUiH  imiiI  |>ayal>lii  ac!<:or(liiiff  to  tlie  LawKH 
and  CustomeH  of  thiH  our  Ki'iilme '  Anil  \vni>  do  itlxo  (or  iiH  onr 
lifirH  and  SuReett-Horit  graiint  to  our  xaid  d<  ari'st  1)rolIi(>r  JanicH 
Duke  of  Yorko  IiIk  Hcimand  A !inigiit>H ilikI  loalland  every  nni-li 
Govern''  or  fJovern''or  otiior  oHIcf rw  iir  lUiniBluntiutby  onrfiaid 
Brother  limlfidrH  or  AHKiKiii>Hfiuiini<iap(>oint<Hl,  to1iavo|>i>wer 
and  authority  of  Uoveniiii'  and  ('oniniand  in,  or  nvt<r,  t>i«  1  n- 
liabliantH  of  the  xaid  TerritoryeH  or  lolandM,  That  tltry  anil 
evt^ry  of  tln^ni  Khali  and  lawfidly  may  from  time  to  time,  luid 
at  all  tiiiieH  hi>r<-after  for  over  for  their  trnvond  d «f en ee  &  safety 
ennoiinlfr  repulse  rei>Hll  &  niilst  l>y  U>Ti;a  <tt  anneti  (as  well  by 
8«a  ikH  by  I.uud)and  all  waytm  and  inoanenwhiitHonver,  allsneli 
1''bo[i  and  PMiind  lu*  without  t hi' SjMfCiall  ]ji«enr»ofonrHaidd(>nr 
Brother  )iii«  HidrHor  AHxigneHKhallatteiupt  to  inhabit  w'><in  the 
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of  oiir  Proj»^into",  unto  any  other  person  or  Psons  whatsoever, 
HoJyes  Politick  or  corporate,  or  any  act  Law  or  other  RestraiDt 
incertainty  or  imperfeccon  whatsoever  to  the  Contrary  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding:  Although  expresse  inencon  of  the  true 
yearly  value  or  Certainty  of  the  Pmisses,  or  of  any  of  them,  or 
of  any  other  (fuifts  or  Graunts  by  us,  or  by  any  of  our  Pro- 
g»3into"  or  Predecessors  heretofore  made  to  t>ie  said  James 
Duke  of  Yorke,  in  these  Psents,  is  not  made ;  or  any  statute, 
act,  ordinance,  Provision,  Proclamation  or  Restricoou  here- 
tofore had,  made  enacted  ordayned  or  provided,  or  any  othjsr 
matter,  cause  or  thing  whatsoever  to  the  Contrary  thereof  in 
any  wise  notw'^'standing.  In  Witness  whereof  wee  have  caused 
these  our  Letters  to  be  made  patents,  Witness  our«selfeat 
Westminster  the  twelveth  day  of  ^faroh  in  Sixteenth  year  of 
our  Reigne.     By  the  King,  '  HOWARD. 

True  Copy  compared  with  the  Record  by  me 

RoBT.  Harpdr,  a  ^cf*y. 


THfc^*  NEW  YORK  INDIAN  DEED  OP  1720. 


To  all  People  to  whom  this  present  Instrument  of  writing 
shall  come: 

Whereas  the  Sachims  of  the  five  Nations  Did  on  the  19** 
day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  one  in  a  Confer* 
ranc»»  held  at  Albany  Between  John  Nanfan  Escj'  late  Lien- 
tenant  Governor  of  the  ])rovince  of  New  York  give  and  render 
up  all  their  r^and  where  the  Beaver  hunting  is  which  they 
won  with  the  Sword  then  Eighty  years  ago  to  (^oorachkoo 
onr  great  King  praying  that  he  might  be  their  protector  and 
defender  then*  for  which  they  desired  that  tVieir  Secretary 
miglit  then  draw  an  Instrument  for  them  to  sign  and  seal  that  it 
might  be  carried  to  the  King  as  by  the  minutes  thereof  now 
in  the  Custody  of  the  Secretary  for  Indian  aiTairs  at  Albany 
may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear  We  Kanakarighton  & 
Thauintsaronwee  Sinneke  Sachims,  Ottsoghkoret*,  Dekanisoree 
and  Aenjeweeratt  Cayougo  Sachims.  Kachjakadorodow  and 
Sadegeenaglitie  Onnondago  Sachims  of  onr  own  accord  free 
and  voluntary  Will,  Do  hereby  ratify  confirm  submit  and  grant 
an<!  by  these  present  do  (for  ourselves  our  heirs  and  successors 
an(i  in  behalf  of  the  whole  nations  of  Siimekes,  Cayouges,  and 
Onnondaages)   Ratify  &  Confinn    submit  and   grant  unto  our 
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most   Boverelgii    Ij<)rii   (JcorifH    by  th«  Clnu-t-  of  God  KinK   <•' 
Great  JlHtain  Fniiine  an<l  Ireland  Dert-nder  of  iht>  Fiutli  Slp. 
hit)  Huira  au<I  SiiccKHHurti  for  over  all  the  mid  IjHiid  uiid  BuBver 
hunting   io  he  proti^eted  and  dttfended  hy  his  Haiil  majt^Hty  hi" 
heifH  utid  BiicoeMHort)   to  und  for  th«  nue  of  iih  our  HnlrH  and 
8ncce»Mon«,  un<l  tlie  Naid  three  iiatioiiN  and  «>•  do  alHO  of  oiir 
own  a<;ROrd  frfu  and  voluntary  Will  give,  render,  Knhnilt,  an<l 
Krant  and  hy  these  prettentsdo  forocirselveHonr  Heimand  Snr- 
cestiorN  give  render  submit  and  grunt  onto  our  naid  Bovereiifii 
Lord    King  Oeorge  hin   Heir»_  and  Sm-oeanorH  for  ever  all  tliat 
Land  lying  and  heing  niJty  miles  diittanee  taken  diredtly  from 
the  water   into   the   <^ountry  Beginning   froni  n  Oreek  nnlle<l 
Canahoqne  on  the  Lake  Oswegci  all  along  the  Maid  Lake  and  aJI 
along  the  narrow  {laiwage  from  the  Naid  Iiake  to  t))e  fallii  of 
Oniagara  called  Cannqtiaroghe  andallulinigtlie  River  of  Onin- 
gara  and  all  along  tho  liake  CutarackqiiiH  to  the  (Jreek  calleil 
Smlorus,  lielonging  to  the  Benneken  and  frtnn  Uodorns  to  the 
hill  C4illpd  Tegcrhunk>ier<Kla  beUinghiif  to  the  CayongeH  and 
from  Tegerhnncktieroda  to  the  Creek  called  rayhungliage  lie- 
longing   to   the    OnnondageH  nil  Ihi-  t'ai<)   Land   l>eing  of  the 
brea<lth  of  eUty  KngliKh  miles  hh  aforennil  all  the  Way  from  the 
aforewald  J^akeMor  RIverHilirei^tlyintcilhel'oimtry  an<I  thereby 
including  all  tlie  I'aHtleH  of  the  afort»4ald  three  niKlnni*  with  all 
the  Rivers  Creeks  mid  T^akex  within  the  KiiJd  Tdniiti  to  litt  pro- 
tented   unil   (lefeniled  hy  hin  iiaid   MajeMty  Iuk  HeirK  ami  Huc- 
eesHorH  forever  to  and  for  our  lTi<eonr  Hoimand  SuoflinuMiri' and 
tlie  said   three   natloni'.     In  Testimony  whereof  we  hove  here- 
unto set  our  inarkH  and  affixed  our  Sealii  in  the  Oity  of  Allwny 
thiK  fourteenth  day  of  September  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his 
inajeHtleit  Reign  Anno  Domini  1720. 
The  mark  of  Kanakarlghton  a  Haclilm  of  the  tSinnekex. 
The  mark  of  Kachjakadorodow  a  Sachem  of  the  Onnondagi-H. 
The  mark  of  Sadegeenaghtie,  a  Sachem  of  Onnondagen 
The  mark  of  OtiKOghknree  a  Baahem  of  llie  CayougeK 
The  mark  of  Thaninlsaronwee  a  Sachem  of  the  SinnekeM. 
The  mark  of  Dekaninoree  a  Sachem  of  the  C'ayoiigeK 
The  mark  of  Aenjeweeratt  a  Sacheiii  of  the  Cayougea. 
Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  presence  of  uj;  Philip  Ljving- 
Bton,  Peter  Van  brngh,  Myndert  Schuyler,  Loiireuce  Olauwen. 
True  Copy  compared  with  the  Reniinl  by  ine 
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THE  ACTION  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY,  IQf-ll 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  at  Hart- 
ford the  thirteenth  day  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1683  did  appoint  and  instruct  Robert  Treat  Esq'  &c  to  treat 
with  Thomas  Dongan  Esq'  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New 
York  concerning  the  Line  between  the  said  Province  and  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  in  the  words  following  to  witt<2^a  Gen- 
eral Court  held  at  Hartford  November  14*'*  1683  by  special  order 
of  the  Governor,  The  Court  being  met  tlie  Governor  informed 
the  Court  that  he  thought  it  might  be  necessary  seeing  (.^olonel 
Dongan  was  entered  into  the  Government  of  New  York  that 
some  Gentle  men  might  beappointed  to  congratulate  his  safe  ar- 
rival and  entrance  into  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highness 
his  Territories  in  those  parts  asalso  there  seemed  to  be  a  dissatis- 
faction taken  by  the  Honourable  Colonel  Dongan  about  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Line  between  his  majesty 's  Colony  of  Connecticut 
and  his  Royal  Highness's  Colony  of  New  York  made  by  his  ma- 
jestys  Honourable  Commissioners,  &  desired  the  Court  to  con- 
sider the  same  and  give  their  advice  what  was  to  be  done.  The 
Court  having  considered  the  Premisses  declared  by  their  unan- 
imous vote  that  they  judged  it  convenient  that  a  Committee 
be  chosen  and  impowered  by  this  Court  to  attend  the  premises 
as  soon  as  may  be  according  to  such  Commission  and  Instruc- 
tions as  they  shall  receive  from  this  Court.  This  Court  made 
Choice  of  the  Governor,  Major  Nathan  Gold.  Capt.  John  Allyn 
and  M'  William  Pitkn  to  attend  the  Service  aforesaid— To  the 
Honour' d  Robert  Treat  Esqf  Governor,  Major  Nathan  Gold, 
Capt  John  Allyn  Esq'-  Assistants  and  M'  William  Pitkin  Gen- 
tleman— The  General  Assembly  of  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut at  their  present  Session  the  14""  day  of  November  1(^8:? 
do  hereby  noniinat'e  commissionate  and  fully  impower  as  also 
desire  you  to  take  your  first  oppert unity  to  travel  to  the  City 
of  New  York  where  you  are  to  visit  the  Honourable  Thomas 
Dongan  Esq'  Governor  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York 
his  Territories  in  America  and  to  congratulate  his  Honours  safe 
arrival  to  New  England  and  his  Highness  Territories  and  to 
manifest  to  him  this  Courts  gratefull  Resentment  of  Honours 
professions  by  his  Letters  of  his  desire  to  be  in  good  ammitv 
with  us  and  to  assure  his  Honour  that  we  shall  study  and  en- 
deavour as  we  may  by  any  good  ways  &   means  to  shew  our- 
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selves  n4  umitukiilf  nml  eitirviceublH  to  liiM  Uoyul  HighneM  and 
his  Honour  iis  wu  itni  ciipAbln  ut  urid  to  I  hut  end  we  shall  en- 
iluttvour  to  runiovf  nil  oiistruntioiiannil  do  what  is  In  ourCom- 
[NLSH  to  Bettli!  ami  iiitiiiituin  u  (tocmI  uiid  rieighliourly  CorreapoQ- 
ilHtiott  with  him  for  uar  iiiiitudi  a<lviiiitim;i:!i».  Aud  also  whereas 
HU  Honour  halh  Ih'hii  ptiuiiiHd  iu  hin  liattem  toHignlfy  to  um 
ili&t  ho  Ix  not  wttiHlled  with  the  forniiir  8tM«d  Bounds  bet wtien 
iliis  Colony  luid  Hin  Royal  H if^liiiesdeH  Territories  and  hath 
iitoTed  for  a  Treaty  and  Uettleiiittiit  of  what  is  or  may  be  mat* 
lur  (>r  Dlfferanct.'  between  His  HigbuoHttoH  Olaimsaud  ours.  In 
I  hat  KeMpect  yoti  or  any  thrfie  of  you  are  hereby  fully  commis- 
lionated  and  Iin|K>wered  to  treat  Willi  Hix  Honour  there  about 
or  Hucb  as  be  Hliall  pleatM  to  appoint  and  if  you  shall  see  Just 
Iti^ason  to  vary  any  thiiif;  from  the  funnttr  Settlement  of  the 
ItoundH  Wtween  his  Koyal  HiKhneKxea  Te rrl tori tiH  and  his  Ma- 
jiwty'H  Colony  by  hiti  Majeitiy'HOi)mini8iiioner8  thereunto  by  his 
UajeHty  eHpeciatly  appointed  and  a  Coiunnttee  from  this  Col- 
ony fartlier  towariix  the  East  tliaii  wnH  agreetl  on  and  hath 
tHten  xinci-  a|ipr<ived  l>y  Idit  MajeHty  you  have heretiy  full  power 
and  uiilbority  to  do  and  agree  therein  with  the  Haid  Governor 
l>on);un  or  thoHe  lie  Khali  ap|Kiint  for  a  fliiitl  Insue  and  settle- 
ment according;  to  your  )>eKl  Jiid|;ment.  Provided  that  hlu  Ma- 
jesty and  liiH  Koyal  H  i|flmeH!i  approve  of  and  couflrni  the  saine 
InHttuntionH.  For  the  Honoured  Robert  Treat  Esquire  (Gover- 
nor, the  Worshipful  Major  Nathan  Gold  and  Captain  John 
iVllyn  AHxixiants  and  M'  William  Pitkin  Oentleinen  You  are  to 
take  by  onlcr  of  thlH  Court  our  Coniniitigion  (C'Ven  to  youmelves 
looonsratulate  the  Honorable  Coll'Tlioniax  DonRan  Esq':*  Uov- 
emor  of  His  HlKhnens  the  Duke  of  Yorks  Territories  his  safe 
arrival  into  tliewt  i>arts  and  to  treat  with  bim  an  therein  men- 
tion<^I  afi  alwi  and  altcHted  <:Opy  of  the  former  settlement  of 
otir  Wi-Mtward  lloiimlH  by  his  Majesty's  CommliwionerH  with  a 
('o[iy  of  Oolt°  Niehnln  CommiHsion  in)i)owerint{  him  and  the 
other  with  htm  thereunto  and  of  the  Commissioners  of  our 
Coiiimittee  that  i^imeiuded  with  them  us  ul«o  of  His  Majesty's 
(iroiMOUS  JjetttT  wherein  the  same  waH  confirmed  wltl)  what 
other  papers  you  may  think  nee<*ssary  and  as  soon  as  God  gives 


you  oppertnnily  to^o  toNtiw  York  ami 

there  to  visit  the  Hon- 

ourable  Governor  Tbonins  1>on(;<iTi  iin<I  i 

to  salute  and  congrat- 

ulale  him  aeeordins  ti>  your  Comniissioi 

1  which  you  may  shew 

him   and   lieliver  him  a  Copy  of  it  if   yr 

.u  «ee  cause-  2*  As  to 

your   treating  and   r:oncludini;  with    hi 

rn    about   settlinff  the 

Bounrls  between  that  Terrllory  un<l  thin 

1  Colony  yon  shall  not 

exeeed  bis  demands  of  Twenty  Mih-s  lOi 

istward  fr<nnHud«ouH 

Itiver  but  tfd  bim  to  fake  up  A'ilb  an  I 

illl,.  fismay  be&c.     8* 

You   are  to  see  his  power  to  treat  iind  i 

om^linleorif  that  ap- 
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pear  not  to  your  satiHfaction  then  you  must  treat  and  conclude 
conditionally  and  with  thin  proviso  that  his  Majesty  and  the 
Dukes  Highness  shaJl  please  to  ratify  it.  4^*^  As  to  the  Rise  of 
our  Line  at  Maniaroueck  you  are  to  declare  there  could  be  no 
mistake  between  the  Commissioners  aVK)ut  that  and  therefore 
endeavour  to  hold  that  Bound.  5^**  If  you  grant  any  parts  of 
the  Land  within  any  of  the  Townships  of  this  Colony  you  are 
to  endeavour  to  reserve  those  Lands  to  the  Towns  propriety 
Tho'  as  to  Jurisdictions  they  belong  to  his  Highness.  6*'  You 
are  to  endeavour  that  the  former  Line  concluded  on  in  all 
places  shall  take  place  unless  it  be  where  it  is  nearer  Hndsons 
River  than  such  a  Distance  as  you  can  agree  on.  7'**  Ton  are 
to  remember  all  along  to  make  His  Honour  sensible  how  firm 
and  legal  the  former  Settlement  was,  and  that  our  varying 
from  it  is  to  oblige  his  Honour  and  promote  a  perpetual  good 
Correspondence  between  this  his  Majesty's  Colony  and  his 
Royal  Highnesses  Territories  and  the  Successive  Govemours  of 
them  both 
True  Copy  compared  with  the  Record  by  me. 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  Secf^y. 


A  General  Court  held  at  Hartford  May  8">  1684.  This  Court 
havinge  heard  the  Agreement  made  by  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  this  Court  November  last  about  setlinge  of  Bounds 
betweene  this  Collonye  &  New  York  :  thaye  approved  of  what 
was  done :  and  appointed  Major  Nathan  Gold  one  of  the  Coun- 
cell  to  attend  the  Soarves  w'**  M'  Jehue  Burr  and  Cap'  Jona- 
than Selleck  who  are  hereby e  commisonated  to  attende  the 
scarves  of  layeinge  out  the  Line  betweene  the  sayd  province 
of  New  Yoark  &  Connecticott  ColOnye  acordinge  to  the  agree- 
ment made  the  Tweepty  eaight  of  November  85'^  yeare  of  his 
Mag^  Reigne  1683 :  at  Fort  James  in  New  York :  &  M^  Harriman 
Surveigho'  with  such  other  Gentlemen  as  shall  be  appointed 
from  New  Yeork  &  thaye  are  to  meet  at  Stamford  on  the  first 
Wensdayo  in  Octol>a'"  next  to  attend  the  sayd  Searvice :  and  in 
case  any  of  those  appointed  by  providence  should  be  disenabled 
to  attende  the  Scarves :  The  Governour  is  heare  by  desired 
to  putt  &  appoint  some  suitable  person  or  persons  to  supplye 
and  attend  the  searvice  in  the  rome  of  him  or  them  as  shall  be 
disenabled.  Signed  by  order  of  the  Gove'  and  General  Court 
P  John  All  yen  Sec^.  This  is  trew  coppye  of  the  originall  cora- 
parred  bye  Jonat.  Selleck,  John  Pell. 

True  Copy  compared  with  the  Record  by  me 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  Secr^y. 
20— Vol.  XVIII. 
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THE  NEW  YORK  INDIAN  DEED  OP  1676. 


Tlilx  Indenture  made  the  three  and  twentith  day  of  Septeu- 
ber  ill  the  twenty  neventh  yeareof  the  Relgnof  our  Soreraigae 
Jjortl  Chnrlen  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  fiod  of  England 
Uootland  France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  &o. 
and  In  the  yearu  of  our  Lord  Ciod  one  Thousand  Bli  Uundred 
Seventy  Ave  Between  E<l]noiid  Androti  Entq'  Governor  and 
Lieu'  under  his  Royalt  Highnesse  Juniee  Duke  of  Yorke  and 
An)any  &c.  of  all  his  Territoryee  in  America;  For  and  on  the 
Ilehalf  of  hia  said  Royall  Higliuesse,  on  the  one  part,  and 
Maiunrakioknn,  Aurluktan,  Saokoquewan,  and  Nanneokoe. 
on  the  Dehalf  of  theinselven,  as  the  true  Sachems,  Owners,  and 
lawfull  Indyaii  Proprietors  of  the  l.aud  herein  nietioned  ;  and 
of  nil  other  tndyanti  any  way  concern'd  therein  on  the  other 
[uirt  witnenseth ;  That  fur  and  in  conHideratioii  of  a  certalne 
Hnine  of  Wampome  and  divers  other  Goods  which  In  the  Sched- 
ule hereunto  annext  are  expres't  unto  the  said  Sachems  and  In- 
dyans  in  hand  paid  l>ythe  s*  Governor  the  receipt  whereof 
they  the  said  Sachems  and  IndyanH  do  hereby  acknowledge 
and  to  hee  fully  satiufyed  and  thereof  and  every  part  thereof 
do  for  themselves  and  all  others  concerned  their  Heirs  and 
Buccewiors  and  every  of  them  heerhy  acqultt  and  discharge 
the  Hal d  Governor  and  his  Successors:  Have  given  grauoted, 
barganied,  and  sold  ;  and  by  these  presents  do  fully  and  ab- 
solutely give,  graunt,  l>argain  and  sell,  unto  the  said  Eklinond 
Andros  tor  and  on  the  Helialfu  of  his  said  Royall  Hlghncsse 
afore  uientione<li  All  that  Tract  of  Land  lying  and  being  on 
the  West  Side  of  Delaware  River  Ixjginniug  at  a  certain  Creeke 
next  to  the  cold  Spriig  some  what  aliove  Matinicom  Island 
about  Eight  or  nhie  Miles  Wlow  llio  falls  and  as  far  above 
the  said  falls  as  the  other  is  lielow  them,  or  further  that  wav 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  to  some  rciiiarkalile  place  for  the  more 
certaine  Bounds;  As  aluo  all  the  Inlands  in  Delaware  River 
within  the  aforementioned  I.iniills  both  below  and  above  the 
talln  excepting  onely  onit  THiand  ciitiiiiionly  known  by  the  name 
of  Peter  Alrieks  Iflaud  ;  ToKether  with  all  the  Lands,  Soyles, 
Meaiiows,  fresh  anil  Salt  m.-ailows.  Pastures,  Commons,  Wood 
land.  Marshes.  Rivel-s,Rivoletts,Streami•^CrekeH,'Wate^<,Laken 
and  whatsoever  to  the  said  Tract  of  Land  alongst  the  River 
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and  Dehinde  into  the  Woods,  or  Islands  is  belonging,  or  any 
way  appertaining,  and  all  &  singular  other  the  premises  and  ap- 
purtenances and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  without  any 
Reservation  of  the  Herbage  or  Trees  or  any  other  thing  grow- 
ing or  being  thereupon  ;  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Tract 
of  Land,  Islands  and  premises  so  bargained  and  sold  as  afore- 
mentioned, unto  the  said  Edmond  Andros  Governor  and  his 
Successors  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Royal  Highness  his 
Heirs  &  assigns,  unto  the  proper  use  and  behoof  of  his  said 
Royal  Highnesse  his  Heirs  &  assigns  for  ever.  And  the  said 
Sachems  and  Indvaus  for  themselves  and  all  others  concerned 
their  Heirs  &  Successors  do  covenant  to  and  with  the  said  Gov- 
ernor and  his  Successors  for  and  on  the  Behalf e  afores**,  in 
manner  and  forme  following,  that  is  to  say,  That  tliey  the  said 
Sachems  now  are  the  very  true  sole  and  lawfull  Indyan  Owners 
of  the  said  Tract  of  Land  Islands  and  all  and  singular  the 
premisses  as  being  derived  to  them  by  their  Ancestors:  And 
that  now  at  the  Ensealing  and  Delivery  of  these  presents  they 
are  lawfully  siezed  thereof  to  the  use  of  themselves  their  Heirs 
and  Assigns  for  ever  according  to  the  use  &  Custom e  of  the 
rest  of  the  native  Indyans  of  the  Country.  And  further  that 
the  8*^  Tract  of  Land  Islands  and  premisses  now  is  and  at  the 
time  of  the  Executing  the  said  Estate  to  be  made  as  afores<* 
shall  bee  &  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  shall 
and  may  stand  remaine  and  continue  unto  the  said  Governor 
and  his  Successors  to  the  Use  of  his  Royal  Highnesses  asafores^ 
freely  and  clearly  discharged  and  acquitted  from  all  and  every 
former  Bargaines  Sales  Gifts  Cfrauntsand  Incumbrances  what- 
soever. And  furthermore  the  s**  Sachems  for  themselves  and 
all  others  concerned,  their  heirs  and  Successors  do  Covenant, 
that  the  said  Governor,  his  Successors  and  Assigns  for  and  on 
the  Behalfe  of  his  Royall  Highnesse  as  aforesaid  shall  and  may 
from  henceforth  and  for  ever  lawfully  peaceably  and  quietly 
have  hold  possess  and  enjoy  the  premisses,  and  all  the  s'*  Tract 
of  Land  and  Islands  with  the  appurtenances  without  any  lett, 
resistance  disturbance  or  interruption  of  the  said  Sachems  and 
Indvans,  or  anv  others  concerned,  their  Heirs  and  Successors, 
and  without  any  manner  of  lawfull  lett  hinderance  molestation 
or  interruption  of  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
C^layjning  by  from  or  under  them  or  any  of  them ;  And  it  is 
likewise  lantly  covenanted  and  agreed,  that  the  said  Sachems 
and  Indyans  and  the  rest  of  the  Indyans  concerned  shall  give 
peaceable  and  quiett  possession  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land  Is- 
lands and  Promissos,  or  some  part  thereof  for  the  whole  unto 
sucli  person  or  persons  ivs  by  the  said  Governor  or  his  Successors 
shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same  when  soever  it  shall  be 
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demanded.  In  Witneeae  whereuf  tlie  juirtyeH  to  these  presant 
Indentures  have  ]utercliaii){eal>ly  sett  to  their  H&nds  and  BealM 
the  day  and  year  llrst  above  written. 

The  iiiarlce  of  Baclcoquenain. 

Tlie  Marke  of  Mauiarakicken  a  Hacliein. 

Tlie  tiiarke  of  AurJcktan  a  Saolieiii 

The  iiiarke  ot  Naniieokos. 

The  i>a.yinent  agreed  upon  for  the  purchane  of  the  TrKot  of 
Land  on  the  West  side  of  Delaware  Hiver  &  the  Islands  in  tb« 
iMiid  Itiver  nt^ar  the  Fallsaccordiiig  to  the  Deed  herewith  given 
and  convey'd  this  "3"'^  day  of  Hepten)i>er  1UT5  unto  the  Gover- 
nor of  these  his  Royall  Highnesse  Territoryes  Iiy  the  ludyan 
Sachems  and  Proprietors  to  the  Use  therein  S|)ecifyde,  is  aa 
followeth  viz'.  Sixty  fathom  of  Wuinpoin  Six  coates  of  Duffles, 
Bis  DJunnketts,  Six  Coates  of  Douzens  Six  Shirts,  Halfe  an 
ancker  ot  Powder,  Forty  Barn*  of  Tiead,  Six  Ouns,  Six  Kettles, 
Thirty  axes,  Fifty  Knives,  Two  anckersot  Rum,  Fifty  TKK>king 
Glaaeeit,  Fifty  Combs,  Thirty  Howes,  Twenty  paire  of  Utook- 
ingH,  Ten  i>aire  of  Shoops,  One  hundred  Tol>acpo  pipeH,  One 
pound  of  ualnt.  One  hnndretl  Awles,  One  hundred  Jewea 
Harpee. 

8iBne<l  Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  William  0»- 
honrne,  I<uke  Watsou,  Christoptier  Ueresford,  Hen:  Glarks, 
Riidsych  Sttyplen,  Gd'  CanhlKiU,  Utzonies  Lanwenr,  John  Col- 
Icr,  J  Gumpani,  Matthias  NicollH,  G  Sylvester  ThoslBhton. 

True  Copy  compared  with  ti»e  Record,  hy  me 

RoBT.  Marpdr,  D.  aecr^ 


ARTICLES  OP  SURRENDER  TO  THE   ENGLISH. 

These  Articles  following  were  consented  to  by  the  Pervons 
hereunder  subscribed  at  the  Govf  mors  Bowry  August  37**  Old 
stile,  1664. 

Wee  consent  that  y'  States  Oen""  or  the  West  ludfa  Com- 
pany shall  freelv  enjoy  all  ITanneti  and  Houses  (except  sooh  aa 
are  in  the  (Torts)  and  that  within  six  Monethes,  they  shall 
have  frei-  liberty,  to  transport  all  such  Arnieii  and  Ammani- 
tion  as  now  doe  belong  to  tlieiii,  or  else  they  shall  lie  paid  for 
them. 

All  Puhlique  Houses,  shall  continue  for  the  use  which  now 
they  are  for. 
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All  people  shall  still  continue  free  Denizens  and  enjoy  tbeir 
Lands,  Houses,  Goods,  Shipps,  wheresoever  they  are  within  this 
Country  and  Dispose  of  them  as  they  please. 

If  any  Inhabitant  have  a  minde  to  remove  himselt  he  shall 
have  a  Yeare  and  Six  weeks  from  this  Day  to  remove  himselfe« 
Wife,  Children,  Servants,  Goods,  and  to  dispose  of  his  I^ands 
here. 

If  any  Officer  of  State  or  Publique  Minister  of  State  have 
a  minde  to  go  for  England,  they  shall  be  transported  fraught 
free  in  his  Maj'  ffrig^otts,  when  these  fTriggotts  shall  returne 
thither. 

It  is  consented  to  that  any  people  may  freely  come  from  the 
Netherlands,  and  plant  in  this  Country,  and  that  Dutch  Ves- 
sells  may  freely  come  Hither  and  any  of  the  Dutch  may  freely 
return  home,  or  send  any  sort  of  Marchandize  home  in  Vessells 
of  their  own  Country. 

All  Shipps  from  the  Netherlands  or  any  other  place  and 
Goods  therein  shall  be  Received  here  and  sent  home  after  the 
manner  w**  formerly  they  were,  before  our  coming  hither  for 
six  Monethes  next  ensuing. 

The  Dutch  here  shall  enjoy  the  Liberty  of  their  Consciences 
in  Devine  Worship,  and  Church  Descipline. 

No  Dutchman  here  or  Dutch  shipp  here  shall  upon  any  occa- 
sion be  prest  to  serve  in  Warr  against  any  Nation  whatsoever. 

That  the  Townesmen  of  the  Manhatoes  shall  not  have  any 
solders  quartered  upon  them  without  being  satisfied  and  paid 
for  them  by  their  Officers,  and  that  at  this  present  if  the  ffort 
be  not  capable  of  lodging  all  the  Soldiers  there  the  Burgomas- 
ter by  his  Officers  shall  appoint  some  homes  capable  to  receive 
them. 

The  Dutch  here  shall  Enjoy  their  own  Customes  concerning 
their  Inheritances. 

All  publique  Writings  and  Records  w'^*'  conserne  y*  Inheri- 
tances of  any  people  or  the  reglem*  of  the  Church  or  poore  o.* 
Orphans,  shall  be  carefully  kept  by  those  in  whose  hands  now 
they  are,  and  such  writings  as  particularly  conserne  y*  States 
Gen*'*  may  at  any  time  be  sent  to  them. 

No  Judgm^  that  hath  passed  any  Judicature  here  shall  oe 
called  in  question  but  if  any  conceive  that  he  hath  not  had 
Justice  done  him  if  he  apply  himselfe  to  the  States  Gen*'' the 
other  party  shall  be  bound  to  Answer  for  his  supposed  injury. 

If  any  Dutch  living  here  shall  at  any  time  desire  totraval  or 
Traffique  into  England  or  any  place  or  plantation  in  Obedi- 
ence to  his  Maj''^  of  England  or  w""  the  Indians  he  shall  have 
(upon  his  request  to  the  Governor)  a  Certificate  that  he  is  a 
ffree  Denezen  of  this  place  and  liberty  to  doe  soe. 
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If  it  il(M>  nppeni-p  thu.t  Ihert"  in  a  piiWiqiio  Engaifein'  of  Debt 
l>}-  tlit^  TowDH  '>r  the  MuiilmtoflH,  anil  awity  agrtipil  on  for  th« 
Silt iHtyi lit;  of  lliat  Eii^aftetn'.  it  is  Agrefil  Ihut  the  (Uii)e  way 
projiiiHRil  (tliiill  t[i>f  Dti  uriil  that  y'  Ent;n(;(-ur  nhall  he  KatlHAed. 

AD  iiifttrior  nivil  OtIlcorK  aixl  Mni;i>'t''»'te><  Khnll  (!ontJi>u«  a» 
iiciw  th«y  are  (if  thtiy  pIcuKK)  till  thit  OuHtniiinry  tfmt>  of  New 
Eleniion,  ami  tlifn  Nt-w  on«N  to  Iw  cliowiii,  liy  tht-nisflvfn  pro- 
viilt<il  that  Kii[!li  new  rhiwen  MaKixtrati-x  Hliall  take  tht-  Oath  of 
AlleKiaiiRe  lo  liJH  Majesty  of  England  lioforti  they  enter  iiptOD 
their  OlHne. 

nti*  anil  Bart^ainK  nia/le  bnloris  thia 
,  Mhall  hi>  ili>termiueil  accnrililig  to 


All  illfTfrenneK  of  (Jontni 
f>ay  hy  any  hi  tliir*  Ooiintr; 
the  manner  of  the  Dutch. 

If  it  ilo  apiieixre  that  the 


M  agreed  that  Heco^fiiicoi) 


B  West  Inilia  (.'oniiMiny  of  Atnnter- 
K  of  miiiiey  To  any  iieraons  here  it 
ml  other 'ltityeKi>ayahle  l>y8hi|>pfi 
K<>iii|{  (or  the  KetherlandH  be  coDtinueil  fornix  M on thea  longer. 

The  UfHcerH  Military  anil  Uoldierti  Hhall  Marcli  out  with  tlielr 
ArnieH  i)run).i  i>eutinK  ami  tJoloum  HyiiiK  niid  lighted  Mutcheit 
ami  If  any  of  them  will  |>liint.  they  Khali  have  liO  Acres  of  laud 
8et  out  (or  them,  if  niiy  of  Iheiu  will  ferve  any  nn  Bervanttt, 
thi»y  Hhall  eiiiitiiine  with  all  yafety  and  Iteoome  free  Denizens 
afterwarilK 

It  at  uiiy  time  hereafter  the  Kin^  of  (}reat  Drjtaine  and  the 
KlateN  of  the  :NetherlBnd  doe  Agree  that  thin  pince  and  (Jonn- 
try  be  redilivereii  iulo  the  Handt.  of  the  said  Stated  whenso- 
ever liiH  Mitj'''  will  Mend  hie  tJonimandit  to  redeliver  it.  it  i>hall 
immediately  be  done. 

That  tile  Towiie  of  Manhatoex  Hhall  chooHe  Deputyei)  and 
those  Deimtyen  rthall  have  free  V'oynes  Ui  all  pnhlique  alTalnt  ok 
ninfili  u«  any  otiier  J>epiityen. 

Thoi^H  who  have  any  i)rin>ertye  in  any  Uonaes  in  the  ftort  of 
Aiirania  nhall  (if  they  pleaHe)  Hlisht  the  fortilleationH  there, 
and  then  enjoy  all  their  HouHen  an  all  !>e(>jile  doe  where  there 
iH  no  ITort. 

If  there  be  any  Houldiem  that  will  goe  into  Hollan<l  and  if 
the  <'oni|iftny  of  Went  India  in  AniHterdam  or  any  private 
l»H()nM  here  will  Traiinixirt  Theiri  into  Holand  then  they  xhall 
have  a  >iafe  iiaiwport  from  ('oil.  Kichnnl  NiduUs  Deputy  Qover. 
nor  nndiT  his  Koyall  Highneswe  and  the  otiier  (^om'*  to  defend 
the  Shiiw*  that  xlnill  Traiisi>ort  wnnh  Sonldierti  and  all  the  aooilH 
in  tlieni  from  any  Hiirpri(;all,  im  ActH  of  Hostility  to  he  done 
hy  any  of  hin  Sfiij"-  Hhipiw  or  Siil>je<rtK: 

That  Ihe  Copies  of  the  Kings  (Irani  to  hla  itovnil  HlghnesB 
nn.l  tin-  Copi.-  ..f  his  Itoyall  llii.-hii.-ss  ]w  < !oni™isBOon  to  (\>ll ; 
Itiehard  Mcholls  teslilled  hy  two  f^oni"'".  made  and  M' Win- 
Ihrop   to  be  true  f;<)pies,  hIiuII  he   delivered  to  the  Hon"*   M' 
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3tuy  visant  the  present  Governor,  on  Munday  next  by  eight  of 
y  •  Clock  in  y*  morning  at  the  old  Milne,  &  these  Articles  con- 
sented to  and  Signed  by  Coll  Richard  Nicolls.  Dep:  Governo" 
t  o  his  Royall  Highness  and  that  within  two  Hours  after,  the 
brt  and  Towne  calJed  New  Amsterdam  ii|>on  the  Isle  of  Man- 
oes,  shall  be  delivered  into  the  Hands  of  the  said  Coll :  Rich  : 
icolls  by  the  service  of   such  as  shall  be   by  him  thereunto 
leputed  by  his  Hand  and  scale. 
John  Dedecher,  Robert  Carr,Nicii :  Vanleett,Geo  Cartwright, 
m :    Megapolensls,   John  Winthrop,    Cornelies    Steenwick, 
m  :  Willys,  Olflfe  Stevensim  Kortlant,  Thomas  Clarke,  James 
^aussean,  John  Pinchon.     I  Doe  consent  to  these  Articles 

Richard  Nicolls 

The  Governor  Gena*"  and  Counsell  of  the  New  Netherlands 

snake  knowne  by  this,  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood,  plunder- 

'io.f^  Murders, and  for  the  good  of  the  Inhabitants,  we  are  moved 

*>ythe  Summons  made  by  the  Honor'^'Lord  Richard  NicoUs  ;Gen'" 

of    his  Maj**  of  England  being  Come  with  his  Men  of  Warr  and 

Soldiers  before  this  Port,  promising  freely  (by  hisowne  proposi- 

Uon  made)  to  redeliver  the  ffort  and  City  of  Amsterdam  in 

e^fr  Netherlands,  in  Case  the  difference  of  the  Limitts  of  the 

province  be  agreed  upon  betwixt  his  Maj'  of  England  and  the 

igh  and  Mighty  States  Gena"  likewise  upon  other  equall  and 

nswerable   Conditions  to  surrendeer  and  deliver,  and   have 

loiuiuitted  and  do  committ  by  this;  John  D*  Decher  Coun- 

<«llor  of  State  Cap  Nicholas  Vanleett  Commissary  Conseming 

latters  of  Trafflque  Sam"  Megapolensis  Doctor  of  Physick, 

^'     *nmnh'nn    Steenwick   Burgomaster  Oloffe    Stevenswan  (]Jort- 

.i^ndt  old  Burgomaster  and  James  Caussean  old  sherriffe  of 

;hi8  City,  To  agree  w***  the  aforesaid  Lord  Gen*"  Richard  Nicolls 

ir  his  Deputyes  upon  further  Articles  by  these  oi>en  L"*prom- 

jl^sing  that  we  will  faithfully  fulifill  Whatsoever  shall    by  our 

-forewarned  Com"  conseming  the  businesses  he  promised  and 

^agreed  upon.     In  testimony  of   this  Its  confirm*  by  our  Seale 

:^n  the  ffort  of  Amsterdam  in  New  Netherlands  the  5'^  of  Sep- 

^^^mber  new  stile  1664 

P.  Stittvksant. 
By  his  Order 

CONELIUS  VAJi  RUYVEX  8ec^. 

To  all  people  Health,  These  are  to  Certifie  that  wee  the  Gov- 
ernor Gen***  and  Counsell  of  the  New  Netherlands  do  consent 
t.o  the  Articles  of  the  6^**  instant  agreed  upon  by  the  Conim" 
appointed  by  as,  Vizt,  M'  John  De  Decher  Counsellor  Cap* 
Nicholas  Vanleet  Commissary  concerning  matters  of  Traffi- 
que  M'  Samuell  Megapolensis  Doctor  of  Physick  M'  Cornel* 
Steenwick  Burgomaster  Oloffe  Stevens  Van  Kortlant  old  bur- 
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goinaster  aix)  M'  Jaiiiea  Causttean  Old  m)eritTe  of  our  parte  And 
lliu  ConimiriHioiieriJ  aji|>oiiiteil  by  tliu  Hun'''' Coloiivll  Kichurd 
NIcoll,  Uuiniiiuud«r  in  Ohiuf  of  his  Uuj.  of  IfiiKlaud'H  ffriggoltf 
an<)fTuro«finowbe8t!if(iiigtliiiiTowtieau<IUarrieon.  thatlBtnsdy 
8'  Rob'  Carr  K»'  (*eo :  Cartwright  John  Wiiilhrop.Sain  :  Willys, 
Tlioiuiu)  ('lark,  J',  Jolia  Pinnhon  on  the  other  jjart  und  we 
have  horehy  Testified  and  Conllnned  th«in,  aud  do  Acknowl- 
edge this  to  be  onr  Act  and  Deed  and  shall  do  all  things  herein 
contained.  Dated  at  the  ffort  of  AiiiHterdam  in  New  Ifether- 
Septeinb'  S»  1664. 

P.  STDTVBfl&ST. 
I  Certtfle  th«  name 

ConsKuus  Van  Ruyvbn  Sec. 
At  page  86  the  word  publlqiie,  at  ijage  87  the  wor<i8  and  that 
at,  at  IWK1  il^  the  word  luiii,  i>age  SH  the  word  Anieterdaiu,  at 
iwge  43  the  wor<l  BuHiiietweK,  and  pagt!  48,  the  words  and  shall 
do  all  things  therein  contained  dated,  are  interlined.  The 
alwve  Corrections  lieiiig  made  I  do  certify  the  aforegoing,  io- 
chided  between  the  iiHges86and48,  to  be  a  true  Copy  compared 
with  the  Becord  by  me. 

RoBT.  Hakpur,  D.  Beer*]/. 


Artlcl«N  of  Agreement  Conclndcd  November  the  twenty 
eighth  KWM  Between  the  Right  Hono'ableT'io:  Dongan  Gover- 
nor under  his  R"  High*  James  Dnki!  of  York  AH>any  &o  of  New 
York  &  its  Depend encies,  and  the  Coniicel,  And  Robert.  Trait 
Esq'  (Jovernor  of  Contieclicut  Major  Nnthnn  liold  Cap'  John 
Allen  Secretary  &c  M'  WilliAut  Pitkhi  in  t'limndssion  with  him. 
It  is  agreed  that  the  bounds  menu  or  Dividend  between  his 
Royal  Hii-linesN' territories  or  i)roviiiee  in  America  and  the 
Colonv  of  ('i>nnfclicut  forever  heroafler  shall  begin  at  aoer- 
tain  b'r<«.k  ..r  River  .-all'  Hyram  brook  River  whicji  Klver  is  be- 
tween the  Towns  of  Rye  &  llreeiiwyeh  that  is  to  cay  at  the 
moiilh  of  the  siLJd  Droiik  where  it  falli'lh  Into  the  sound  at  a 
point  call''  Lyons  jtoint  whirli  is  the  Kiistwiird  point  of  Byram 
River  and  fnmi  Ihe  said  point  logoens  ihes'  Uiver  runneth 
to  1  liii  place  where  the  ( 'oni  iiion  r.md  or  wuileing  place  over  Ihe 
said  River  is,  and  from  the  Miid  Roiid  or  Mailing  place  to  go 
North  North  we«I  into  the  Country  i-o  fur  ii^will  bo  Kight  Eng- 
lish Miles  from  ilie  afon--'  Lyons  jioiut  aii<I  t  hut  a  Line  of  twelve 
B[ile>(  lii'ing  meiiHnreil  from  the  Hiiiil  Lyons  imlnl  according  tik 
the  line  or  Ijenerall  course  of  the  Sound   Eastward  where  1h^ 
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said  twelve  miles  endeth  another  line  shall  be  runn  from  the 
bound  eight  Miles  into  the  Country  North  North  West  and 
also  that  a  fourth  line  be  run  that  is  to  say  from  the  Northmost 
end  of  the  line  first  mentioned  unto  the  Northmost  end  of  the 
Eight  mile  line  being  the  third  mentioned  line  which  fourth 
line  witn  the  last  mentioned  line  shall  be  the  bounds  which 
they  shall  fall  to  runn,  and  that  from  the  Ecustward  end  of  the 
fourth  mentioned  line  (which  is  to  be  twelve  miles  in  lengths 
a  line  parallell  to  Hudsons  River  in  every  place  twenty  Miles 
distant  from  Hudsons  River  shall  be  the  bounds  then  between 
the  said  Territory  or  Province  of  New  Yorke  and  the  said  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut  so  far  as  Connecticut  Colony  doth  extend 
Northwards  that  is  to  the  South  line  of  the  Masschusets  Col- 
ony. 

Only  it  is  provided  that  in  Case  the  line  from  Byrams  Brooks 
mouth  North  North-west  eight  Miles  and  the  line  that  is  known 
to  runn  twelve  Miles  to  the  end  of  the  third  forementioned 
line  of  Eight  Miles  do  diminish  or  take  away  any  land  wif  hin 
twenty  Miles  of  Hudsons  River,  that  there  so  much  is  in  land 
diminished  of  twenty  miles  from  Hudsons  River  thereby  shall 
be  added  out  of  Connecticut  bounds  unto  the  line  aforemen- 
tioned parallell  to  Hudsons  River  and  twenty  miles  distant 
from  it  the  addition  to  be  made  the  whole  length  of  the  said 
parallell  line  and  in  such  breadth  as  will  make  up  quantity 
for  quantity  what  shall  be  diminished  as  aforesaid. 

That  what  Arrarages  are  due  from  the  Town  of  Rye  to  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  for  former  Years  and  the  present  Years 
rate  shall  be  i^iiid  to  Connecticut. 

That  two  Surveyors  be  appointeil  the  one  from  New  York 
and  the  ofher  from  Connecticut  to  make  a  Survey  &o  Run  the 
beforementioned  lines  partitions^  Limitts  &c  bounds  between 
His  R"  Highs"  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut and  the  Surveyors  are  to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Stand- 
ford  on  the  lirst  Wednesday  of  October  next  ensuing  and  to  be 
directed  by  one  of  the  Council  and  two  More  Commissionafed 
from  each  Oovernm*. 

That  if  it  shall  please  f  he  Kings  Maj^  and  His  Royail  High- 
ness to  accept  and  Conform  these  Articles  they  shall  be  goo<l  to 
all  intents  for  ever  between  his  Royail  Highness  and  his  heirs 
&  Assynesb  &  the  Cor]K)ration  of  Connecticut  &  their  Suc- 
cessors. And  this  Agreement  to  be  in  full  force  power  and  Vir- 
tue from  the  Day  of  the  Date  hereof.  In  Witnesse  whereof  the 
partif'S  abovementioned  have  to  these  presents  Interchangibly 
set  their  Hands  and  Seals  at  ITort  James  in  New  Yorke  th«^ 
twenty  eighth  Day  of  November  in  tlie  :>)'*•  Y'ear  of  his  Maj'y 
Reign  Annoq  :  Doni.  1G83.— Rob'  Treat  (seal!  Nathan  Gold  [seal] 
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John  Allyn  [seal]  William  Pitkin  [seal].  Syned  Sealed  &  De- 
livered in  the  presence  of  John  Sprag)^  Wecr^  Matthias  Nicolls, 
Geo  Brearton. 

At  page  44  the  words  and  from  the  said  Road  or  Wading  place 
to  go.  and  the  word  Miles,  also  at  page  45  the  Words  which 
fourth  Line  with  the  first  mentioned  Line  are  interlined.  The 
alK)ve  Corrections  being  made,  I  do  certify  the  aforegoing  in- 
cluded between  the  pages  44  and  46  to  be  a  true  Coi>y  compared 
with  the  Record  by  me. 

RoBT.  Harpur,  2>.  Secr^, 


At  A  Council  held  at  Fort  William  Henry  the  IS*"*  of  Jan'' 
169J 

Present  His  Exc^^  Ben :  Fletcher 
Fred :  Philips  1  Chid  Brooke  I 

Steph  Cortland      |   ^  Will  Nicolls  !  « 

Nich  Bayanl  j        ^  Will  Pinhorne        [     ^ 

Gab  Monvoille        J  Caleb  Heathcote  J 

His  Exc^  did  acquaint  the  Council  that  he  had  sent  the  for- 
going day  in  writeing  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies  for  Assist- 
ance and  though  there  is  no  Encouragement  from  Connecticut 
to  ex£>ect  any  yet  Counted  it  a  duty  to  give  iliem  the  intelli- 
gence and  leave  it  thpir  door. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  William  Henry  the  W^  Day  of 
August  IGUo 

Present 
His  Exc^  Benjamin  Fletcher,  &c 
Steph  Cortland     ^  Peter  Schuyler         >  Esnr* 

Nich  Bayard  Esqr'  Caleb  Heathcote      ^ 

Will"'  Nicolls  ) 

His  Exc>  did  acquaint  the  Council  that  he  had  an  account 
from  Albany  last  night  that  the  French  were  endeavouring  with 
all  the  Force  they  can  spare  to  resettle  Cadaraqui  and  the 
Indians  call  for  our  assistance  which  is  the  reason  of  His  Exo-" 
calling  the  Council  Touretht-r  this  Day  to  hear  their  opinion. 

It  is  the  opinion  (»f  tli«*  Coiincel  that  as  many  forces  as  can 
be  spanMl  from  the  roinpauys  upon  the  Frontiers  be  ordered 
to  march  towards  th«'  Assistance*  of  the  Indians  so  that  the 
Garrison  be  not  rxpo^^Ml  to  appan*iit  Danger  and  that  they 
must  !>«'  s;ipp]y«'<l  witii  things  nrcfssary  for  such  a  March. 

Resolved  it  is  for  his  Mati'"  s«'rvice  that   Maj'  Peter  Schuyler 
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forthwith  go  to  Albany  and  leail  those  men  that  are  to  be  de- 
tached from  his  own  and  the  other  Company  with  such  of  the 
people  of  the  Country  as  are  willing  to  march  unto  the  Castles 
of  the  Mohaques  to  show  the  Readynesse  of  this  Government 
to  their  Assistance  and  acquaint  the  Indians  the  rea.HOD  of  their 
not  coming  sooner  is  want  of  earlier  intelligence. 

His  ExcJ'  did  likewise  acquaint  the  Council  he  hath  received 
a  letter  from  Connecticut  whereby  they  seem  to  deny  the  giv- 
ing of  any  assistance  to  this  Provance  notwithstanding  the 
Royal  Commands  they  acknowledged  to  have  received  &  his 
ExcJ'*  application  to  them  and  expect  that  if  they  send  any  men 
their  Government  shall  defray  their  charge. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  his  Exc'  do  write  to 
them  once  more  and  Give  them  account  that  their  is  Intelle- 
gence  the  Prencn  are  endeavouring  to  Resettle  Cadaraqui. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Port  William  Henry  the  2*  of  December 
1695 

Present 
His  Ecellency  Benjamin  Fletcher  &c 
Steph  Cortlandt    | 
Nich  Bayard  Esqr- 

Caleb  Heathcote 

His  Exc^  did  acquaint  the  Council  that  he  has  rec*  intilligence 
from  the  Leut  Govern'*of  New  England  that  there  is  a  design 
against  Albany  by  1500  men  from  Canida.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Council  there  is  now  no  possibility  of  transporting  men 
up  the  River  from  hence  and  they  advise  his  Exo'  to  make  ap- 
plicacon  to  Connecticutt  for  their  quota  to  march  forthwith  to 
Albany  it  being  possible  for  them  to  drive  their  provision  aloD^ 
with  them. 


At  a  Councel  held  at  Fort  William  Henry  the  H'**  of  Decern' 

1695. 

Present 
His  ExcelU  Benjamin  Fletcher  &c 

Fred  Philips  >  ^       ,  William  Pinhorn>  g 

Nich  Bayard  >      '  Caleb  Heathcote  > 

His  Pixcell''  did  coinmunicato  the  Answer  of  Govern'  Treate 

from  Connecticutt  wlierehy  he  promisith  endeavours  an<l   di- 

sires  assistance  from  this  Province  of  provison  &  ammunicon 

for  the  quota.     The  Council  are  of  opinion  they  ought  to  find 
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[trovitiion  for  their  (jiiotn  nnil  tliHt  it  oaii  more  easily  be  per- 
fiirined  hy  them  than  from  ht-iice.  TImt  tliey  haveeoottenfal- 
«fyed  it  cannot  be  hi-lif  veil  they  lnten<l  uh  aBttiatanoa  His  Ei- 
cull'diil  ofTer  th&t  nntwitlistnniliiijii;  the  uDreasonableoesa  of 
their  Demand  he  Ik  willing.'  tn  Kttpply  them  with  ammunttion 
out  the  Kings  stores. 


At  a  Council  hold  at  His  Maj-  Port  in  New  York  the  8(P*  of 
April!  1606. 

Present 
His  Bxoeilr  Ben.  Fletcher  &c 
Steph  Cortiandt  1  £g_r*        Will  Pinhora       )  «„_■ 
Nich  Bayard         i      ^  Caleb  Heathcotof     ^ 

His  Bxoell'  did  commiinioate  to  the  Coanoil  hiu  latter  to 
Connecticut  wheroin  he  desiies  them  to  contribute  Sixty  men 
for  the  recruiting  the  Companys  at  Aliiany  tor  One  Yeare 
proiniHsing  them  Arms  Amiinitton  payand  £1)  advance  to  eooh 
man  wliiah  was  approved. 


At  n  Ooiinnel  held  at  his  Maj-  Fort  in  New  Yorke  the  26''  Day 
of;>Iuy  160G. 

Present 
His  Excelli  Ben  :  Fletcher  & 
Fre.1  Philips  )  Gab  Monveille       1 

Hteph  t'ortlandt  j  Escjr*  John  I.aiirenoe      I  Bsqr* 

Nich  Bayard  J  Caleb  Heatlicote  ] 

Hia  Excell^  did  i^ouiniunicatea  letter  front  the  Govern''  Sc  den' 
Assembly  of  Connecticut  whereby  they  evade  f^ivliif; any  com- 
plyanee  tn  his  Bxcell"  limt  appiicacoii  for  Recruits. 

Tlie  I'ouncel  are  of  opinion  that  notliing  is  to  he  expected 
from  them  but  Sliutlling  &  Evm-ions. 

Ordered  tlie  <:ierk  of  the  ('oiinell  do  writi' 


New  Yorke 

Prenent 

11  is  Kxeellency  the  Hotio''''  (leorge  Clinton 

M'  Livintp'ton  i  U'  Conrtlandt     >     M'  Moore 

M'  K.-iMii-ily      )  M'  H,irTii(ii..leii  i     M'  liayard 

HiH   Kxrelli-iiciy  i-onininnic;iUc<l    to  the  Hoard   a  hetter  from 

(iovernor  Ijiwn  of  (.'i)iinei-ticm   .VdvisinK  amuni^  other  thinifS, 

That  he  had  propos.'il   to  lli.-  .\Hnemhly  of  his  CJovernnient  to 

bear  &  part  of  tli-    E\|«'ncf   In   hiring  the  Six  Nations,  Who 
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were  of  Opinion  that  was  unreasonable  to  expect  it  from 
them  as  those  Indians  are  in  the  Government  of  New  Yorke 
and  the  Forces  on  the  Expedition  are  to  go  by  Water. 

At  pai^e  48  the  words  be  spared  from  the  Companys  upon 
the  Frontiers  be  ordered  to  are  interlined. 

The  above  Correction  being  made  I  do  certify  the  aforegoing 
included  between  the  pages  47  and  5*i  to  be  a  true  Copy  com- 
peared with  the  Record  by  me. 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  8€or*i/. 


The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  by  the  Grace  of  God 
Free  and  Independent— To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come  send  Greeting :  Know  Ye  that  we  having  inspected  cer- 
tain records  remaining  in  our  Secretary's  o£Qce  of  our  said 
State  do  find  there  certain  writings  in  tiie  Words  and  Figures 
contained  in  the  Book  of  Schedule  hereunto  annexed,  from  page 
1  to  page  52  (except  the  Certificates  of  Robert  Harpur  Esquire 
Deputy  Secretary  of  our  said  State  subscribed  to  the  said  papers 
respectively,  and  except  also  the  Notes  of  Referrence  in  the  mar- 
gin designating  the  Books  pages  and  files  from  which  the  said 
Copies  were  taken)  All  which  we  have  caused  to  be  exemplified 
by  these  presents.  In  Testimony  Whereof  we  have  caused 
these  our  Letters  to  be  made  Patent,  and  the  Great  Seal  of 
our  said  State  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  our  trusty  and 
well  beloved  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  our  said 
State  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia  and 
Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  Same  At  Poughkeepsie  the  Six- 
teenth day  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
two,  and  of  our  Independence  the  Seventh. 

Geo  :  Clinton 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office  October  W^  1783, 

RoBT.  Harpur,  2).  8ecr*y. 


APPROVAL  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  HARTFORD. 


[l  s]  Wkverspyck. 

Manifestation  of  the  approbation  of  the  herein  Contained 
Treaty  concluded  at  Hertford  Touching  the  Limitts  between 
New  Netherlands  and  New  England  &c. 
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The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  To  all  to 
whom  these  presence  shall  come  or  in  any  wise  appear  Greeting 
make  known  Whereas  unto  us  was  delivered  for  the  Directors 
of  the  Pattented  West  India  Company  at  the  Chamber  of  Am- 
sterdam the  Extract  out  of  the  Articles  of  agreement  made  and 
Concluded  at  Hertford  sittuate  in  Conettioot  the  nineteenth 
September  1650.  As  wellToutching  the  Partition  of  Limitts 
between  New  Netherland  and  New  Eng^land  as  otherwise  here- 
after at  large  inserted. 

Extract  out  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement  ma.de  and  con- 
clutied  at  Hertford  situate  in  Conetticot  the  19  September 
1650  Bevween  the  Arbiters  of  the  Hon^'  Commissioners  of  the 
United  English  Collonies  and  Petro  Stuy  vesand  Director  Gen 
or  Governour  of  New  Netherland. 

Concerning  the  Partition  or  Setling  the  Limitts  Between 
the  United  English  Collonies  and  the  Dutch  Province  of  New 
Netherland  we  agree  &  conclude  as  follows: 

That  from  the  Westermost  part  of  Oyster  bay  a  Line  be  run 
in  a  direct  Course  to  the  Sea  Shore,  and  that  such  shall  be 
Partition  Ijine  of  Limitts  between  the  Dutch  &  English  on 
Long  Island,  The  Easterly  part  for  the  English  and  the  West- 
erly part  for  the  Dutch. 

The  Limitts  on  the  Main  shall  take  their  Beginning  on  the 
West  Side  of  Green  which  Bay  being  about  four  miles  from  Stan- 
ford  and  so  to  run  on  a  northerly  Cours  Twenty  miles.  Provided 
the  s''*  Line  <loth  not  come  within  Ten  miles  to  the  North 
River,  Conformable  as  it  shall  he  fixed  by  the  two  Govemours, 
that  of  the  Dutch,  and  of  New  Haven.  It  is  also  aggreed  that 
the  Dutch  shall  not  build  any  houses  after  this  within  six  miles 
from  those  Limitts.  The  Inhabitants  of  Greenwhich  to  re- 
main under  the  Dutch  Government  to  farther  order  &  Consid- 
erat  ion. 

That  the  Dutch  shall  hold  and  possess  the  Lands  at  Hertford 
now  in  their  actual  possession  by  several  marks  distinguished 
&  Seperated  from  the  other  Lands,  and  all  the  other  Lands  on 
both  sides  of  the  fresh  River  to  be  and  remain  l>elonging  to 
the  English.  It  is  also  aggreed  that  the  aforesaid  |)artition  of 
Limitts  both  on  the  Island  and  on  the  Main  shall  unmolested 
be  punctually  observed  both  by  the  English  United  Collonies 
and  of  the  Dutch  Nation  untill  such  time  the  unit ter  be  settled 
&;  finally  Coiieluded  in  I-iurope  by  mutual  Consent  of  l>oth 
parties,  of  the  Powers  of  Euirland  iS:  Holland. 

^l.v  ('(nicf rniug  Fiff/itins.  It  is  aggreed  that  the  same 
method  subsisting  or  in  I^s»»  between  the  English  United  Col- 
lonies and  the  Dut<'h  nation  in  tliose  parts  of  New  Netherland 
according  to  the  Eight  iirticl«\  then  fixed,  be  duely  ol^serveil — 
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Conoeming  the  Proposal  of  a  farther  &  more  close  Union  and 
friendship  between  the  English  &  the  Dutch  Nation  in  those 
parts  especially  against  the  Common  Enemy,  We  deem  it  Ma- 
terial &  need  full  to  take  such  into  serious  Consideration  by  the 
United  Collonies,  and  also  that  it  may  be  strongly  Recom- 
mended to  them  on  their  next  annual  Meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners. And  in  Testimony  of  our  United  approbation  of 
the  Recited  several  Conclusions  We  have  subscribed  to  these 
with  our  own  Hands  this  Nineteenth  8epteml>er  1650.  Under 
stood,  Symon  Broadstreet,  Thomas  Prence,  Thomas  Willet, 
George  Baxter. 

Thus  it  is  that  We  on  Matture  Deliberation  on  the  Articles 
&  the  Recited  Extracts  have  approved  and  Rattifled,  as  we  do 
by  these  prescents  approve  and  Rattifie  the  same,  Require  & 
order  hereby  farther  That  the  Contents  &  form  thereof  shall 
be  vallid,  and  by  every  one  under  our  Obedience,  who  it  may 
any  wise  concerne,  be  obeyed,  and  that  they  square  their 
Conduct  accordingly,  without  acting  or  Suffering  to  be  acted 
Contrary  thereto  on  pain  of  our  Highest  Displeasure  as  we 
deem  such  needf ull  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Province.  Given  & 
Executed  in  the  Hague  under  Great  Seal,  &  Hand  &  Seal  of 
our  Secretary  y*  22  februa  1656. 

After  neatly  Comparing  these  are  found  to  aggree  with  of 
Proceedings  in  the  Secretarv  Office  of  their  High  Mightinesses. 

H.  Fagel. 

True  Copy  of  the  Record,  examined  by  mo 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  8ecr^y. 


PATENT  FOR  THE  WEST  INDIA  COMPANY. 


[l  8.  ]    Weversdyck. 

Patient  for  the  West  India  Compagnie. 
The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  Too  all  to 
whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  be  seen,  or  beared  to  be  read. 
Greeting,  make  known,  that  as  we  in  the  year  1621  for  sundry 
Causes  &  Considerations  us  thereunto  moving  have  found  meet 
to  Raise  Erect  &  Form  in  our  Dominions  a  Society  called  the 
West  India  Company  in  order  tliereby  &  with  the  Exclusion 
of  others  to  cause  Trade  &  Navigation  to  prevail  on  the  Lands 
&  Coasts  of  Affrica,  from  the  Tropick  of  Cancer  to  Cape  the 
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Ooofl  Hope,  anil  the  LauiJH  of  America  or  West  India,  begin- 
iiiiijt  from  the  South  End  of  New  foimil  la  iil  or  TetTe  Nova 
throu{{h  tht!  BtreightB  of  MoggelaneH  aad  Ijemaire.  or  other 
lUMsageB  j[  streiglils  therealioutH  situated,  to  the  StrelKhts  ot 
Anjaii  BO  oil  the  North  as  the  South  SeiiM,  and  all  the  IslaudB 
on  the  one  or  other  Mi<le  nitimted  or  between  them  also  Eteaoh- 
iug  to  the  Southern  Lands  tiittuate  between  the  Two  Meridians 
Reaching  to  the  East  Cape  the  Good  Hope,  And  on  the  W«Bt 
the  East  End  of  Nova  Gnenea  Included.  We  Orant  by  the 
Second  A  rticle  of  our  Orant  or  Ootrooy  on  the  Third  day  of 
June  1891  nnder  our  Great  Seol  given  to  them  and  farther  ex- 
pressed that  thev  the  said  may  in  our  Name  and  authority 
within  the  Llmetttt  aforesaid  may  make  Contracts  &  AlliaDoes 
withPriuceB&  the  Natives  of  the  Lands  therein  Comprehended. 
Moreover  to  build  fortresBea  &,  planes  of  Security,  Appoint 
Governours,  People  &  ofBoera  of  War  &  to  execute  Justloe,  to 
the  maintaining  &  keeping  good  Decorum  for  their  own  safety 
&  to  keep  a  due  Course  of  Government  to  promote  Trade  ft 
Comuierd— To  nominate  dejiose  and  again  api)oint  others,  and 
In  particular  that  they  promote  F.nereose  &  to  [leople  the 
Country  in  those  Wild  Deserts  iind  the  aforesaid  Comi>Tby  Vir- 
tue of  our  sincere  lutentiomsand  by  virlne  of  our  Grant  hav- 
ing began  to  settle  in  New  Netherland  on  the  Coasts  of  North 
America,  notwlthstandingsomelllafTerted  persons  to  our  State 
Sc  Compr  have  have  wrongfully  cast  their  Aspersions,  as  if  we 
had  only  granted  to  the  Conn>i  Liberty  to  Trade  only,  and  not 
also  to  people  the  Country,  and  to  posxes  &  inhabit  the  Lands 
for  tliat  End  Disputing  the  Right  of  said  Compagny. 

Be  it  therefore  Known  unto  all  whom  it  may  Conoeme  that 
our  Intention  in  the  above  Recited  Grant,  and  Real  meaning 
was  no  other,  nor  is  yet  but  that  the  said  Compagny  Confor- 
mable thereto  and  by  virtue  thereof  is  Impowered  &  has  a 
Right  to  plant  Collonles  and  to  people  the  Country  on  all  snoh 
I^uds  as  are  not  occupiei)  by  others,  on  far  as  the  Llmetta 
above  Recited  Extend,  and  particular  that  they  reserve  to 
themselves  (by  vertne  of  the  before  Recited  Grant  and  by 
Discovering  &  occupying  the  Fresh  River  and  other  parts  more 
Kusterly  on  in  New  Netherland  Bituate  &  extending  to  Cape 
Cod.  and  from  Ca|>e  Henloopen,  and  Rfteen  miles  moreSonth) 
a  Right  to  settle  an  it  is  provjslonaly  Limmetted  betwef>n  the 
King  of  Great  Briltaiii  and  u«,  to  adjust  as  above,  by  virtue 
of  our  Grant  Their  Iilmftisirimformable  the  Provisional  Treaty 
of  Lirnetts  Vietween  the  two  powers  in  the  year  1(W0,  fixed  In 
America,  Approved  &  Rattilled  by  us  23  febrnary  165B,  In  man- 
ner following :  that  is  on  the  Main  from  the  West  side  of  G-reen- 
which  bay  Iming  about  four  Miles  from  Stanfort,  and  thnfl  to 
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run  into  the  Land  on  a  Northerly  Counje  Twenty  miles,  Pro- 
vided such  Line  does  not  oome  within  Ten  Miles  from  the  North 
River.  And  farther  on  Long  Island  from  the  Westermost  part 
of  Oyster  Bay  on  a  direct  South  Line  to  the  Sea.  Remaining 
provisional  &  Conformable  to  Treaty  aforesaid  the  Eastreu 
part  of  the  said  Island  for  the  English,  and  the  Westermost 
for  the  Dutch,  to  the  West  India  Gomp'  before  mentioned, 
And  the  Inhabitants  of  those  parts  of  New  Netherlands.  Where- 
fore we  require  &  desire  all  Emperours,  Kings,  Republicks, 
Princes,  &  Governours  friends  &  allies  of  this  State  or  Re- 
gency, or  those  that  observe  a  Neuteralety  with  them  That 
they  may  not  interrupt  the  abovementioned  Comp^  but  leave 
them  at  Quiet  &  unmolested  in  their  peaceable  possession,  they 
will  lay  us  under  obligation  to  Retaliate  the  same  to  their 
Neighbours :  Hereby  charging  &  expressly  Commanding  all 
and  every  one  in  our  Service  and  under  our  Laws  &  Govern- 
ment, particular  the  Inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Limetts,  to 
behave  &  Regulate  their  Conduct  percisely  Conformable  to 
this  Treaty,  without  acting  or  suffer  others  to  act  Contrary 
thereto  on  forfeiture  of  our  protection,  and  to  merret  our  Just 
Indignation  and  to  be  punnished  with  severity  as  Disturbers 
of  the  Peace  and  Disobedient  Members  will  be  adequate  to 
their  Crimes— Dated  in  the  Hague  under  our  Great  Seal  Signed 
and  Sealed  by  our  Secretary  on  the  23  January  1664. 

These  neatly  Compared  aggrees  with  the  Book  of  Acts  &  Pro- 
ceedings Lodged  in  the  Secretary  Office  of  their  High  Might- 
inesses. 

H.  Faobl. 

True  Copy  of  the  Record,  examined  by  me 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  Secr'y, 


The  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  By  the  Grace  of  God, 
Free  and  Independent,  To  all  to  whom  thesepresents  shall  come 
send  Greeting.  Know  ye  that  we  having  inspected  certain  Rec- 
ords remaining  in  our  Secretary's  office  of  our  said  State  do 
find  there  certain  Writings  in  the  Words  and  figures  contained 
in  the  Book  or  Schedule  hereunto  annexed  from  page  1  to 
page  6  inclusive;  (except  the  Certificates  of  Robert  Harpur 
Esquire  Deputy  Secretary  of  our  said  State  subscribed  to  me 
said  papers  respectively)  all  which  we  have  caused  to  be  Ex- 
emplified by  these  Presents :  In  testimony  whereof  we  have 
Caused  these  our  Letters  to  be  made  Patent  and  the  Great 
Seal  of  our  said  State  to  be  hereunto  affixed :  Witness  our 
21-VoL.  XVIII. 
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Trusty  anil  WellbelovedGBOrge  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of 
our  Baid  State  Qeneral  and  C'ommander  in  Chief  of  bII  the 
Ullltia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same :  At  Poughkeepeio 
the  Seventh  day  of  November  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two,  and  of  our  Inde- 
pendence the  Seventh. 
Pauaed  the  Secretary's  ofUce  7*  Novem'  1782. 

ROBT.  Habpdb,  D.  Sed'y. 


LETTERS 


OP  THE 


Pennsylvania  Claimants 


TO  THE 


State's   Commissioners. 


(823) 


LETTEES  FROM  THE  PENNSYLVANIA 

CLAIMANTS. 


Memorial  of  Josepth  Wharton, 

The  Meinoria]  and  Representation  of  Joseph  Wharton,  of  the 
City  of  Phlailelphia,  to  the  honorable  William  Irvine,  Thomas 
IBoude  and  Andrew  Porter,  Commissioners  appointed  bylaw, 
^o  adjust  and  ascertain  the  value  of  Lands  in  the  Seventeen 
townships,  in   Luzerne   County,  belonging^  to   Pennsylvania, 

tteth  forth  : 

1**.  That  your  Memorialist  was  one  of  the  earliest  purchasers 

f  land,  after  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  on  the  North  East 
■ind  Easterly  sides  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  formerly  in  North- 
umberland County,  and  of  other  tracts  which  lay  on  a  path 
leading  from  Wyoming  to  Onaquaga  town,  but  now  in  Luzerne 
County. 

2"**.  That  12  of  the  said  tracts  are  on  the  said  river. 

3*.  That  10  of  these  12  tracts  were  surveyed  the  23  Septem% 
1778,  In  pursuance  of  Order  dated  the  28**  April,  1769.  One 
other  tract  the  23*  September,  1773.  Order  of  the  8*  April,  1769, 
and  that  the  12***  tract  on  the  river  was  surveyed  the  25**» 
August,  1774,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  dated  the  9^*^  day  of 
May,  1774. 

4*^.  That  the  two  other  tracts  situated  on  the  creek  Mioheanga 
or  Red  Bank  creek  (but  is  laid  down,  I  am  told,  in  Reading 
Howells  map  to  be  Wappasining  creek),  and  empty  themselves 
into  the  Susquehanna,  were  surveyed  the  15th  and  16th  days  of 
August,  1774,  on  Warrants  dated  the  9th  May,  1774,  lying  within 
the  Seventeen  Townships  aforesaid. 

5th.  That  8  tracts  are  on  a  path  leading  from  Wyoming  to 
Onaquaga  town  in  the  names  of  Thomas,  William,  Solon,  Isaac, 
Carpenter  and  James  Wharton,  and  of  Charles  Jervasand  John 
Shaw,  Jun'. ,  and  were  all  surveyed  on  or  about  the  18th  or 
19th  of  September,  1774,  on  Warrants  dated  the  9th  May,  1774. 

6th.  That  the  whole  of  your  memorialists  Land  in  Luzerne 
County  aforesaid,  consisting  of  tw^enty-two  tracts,  were  sur- 
veyed by  Charles  Stewart,  Deputy  Surveyor,  and  are  herewith 
handed  to  you  in  regular  Drafts  taken  from  the  Land  ofBce, 
and  all  of  them  distinctly  and  separately  laid  down  on  a  Sheet 
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of  paper  with  the  dates  of  Biirveyx,  res|>ective  Bouadariea,  and 
iiameH  of  the  oiljoiiihiK  propria  to  re.  ho  that  your  HemorJalist 
apprehoiidx  the  deHcrlptiotiH  are  ho  clear,  as  to  render  the  dis- 
covery ot  eucli  traf.t  clitfihlc  und  plcaitiiig  to  the  CoiuiuiwionrrH. 

Tth.  That  tlie  two  trn«tK  lii  the  iiaiueK  ot  Jae.  Borkholder 
itiid  Siiiuiiel  l.efever,  xltuate,  tlie  one  about  ^  mile  above  the 
mouth  of  Mexliawping  creek,  and  the  otiicr  about  Ij  mile 
above  thi-  mouth  of  Haid  nreck,  arc  cavwated,  I  liave  l>een  told 
i>y  Colonel  Hartley,  but  I  aui  antiureU  by  Mr.  Hall  and  the 
oilier  quondam  oHlcerrt  of  the  Land  oiHce,  that  the  Col'e.  LaitdB 
lire  ou  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  ooiisequently  that  hie 
claim  cannot  afTect  me.  You  will,  however,  he  pleased  to  ex- 
amine the  two  tractH  and  aHcertaiu  the  value  of  them  accord- 
iiii;  to  law,  leaving  the  title  hereafter  to  be  decided  by  the 
Boarc*  of  Property,  //  thin  in  t/ie  Hgkl  mode  of  procedure. 

flth.  That  ItttractHwereiiatentedbyinehiMr.  Reed'aadmin- 
istration,  and  the  rpmahid'^r  under  tioveriior  Mifflin,  and  that 
thexe  aH  well  a»  my  Deed  of  Conveyance  In  the  State  of  Penn- 
Kvlvania  are  duly  lodged  in  the  proper  office  at  T<ancaster,  ob- 
HerviiiK,  however,  that  my  Conveyance  wa«  the  1"  made  to  the 
fltate,  under,  and  conforiiinhle,  In  the  Wyoming  Law. 

I  believe,  Oentlemen.  I  have  given  every  deHoriptlon  nec- 
eiwary  reH|>ecting  the  Slrualinnsand  titles  of  my  IdindH.  It  re- 
mainufor  me  to  mention  tliat  my  claim  In  evidently  unqueation- 
able,  and  from  their  being  nearly  the  flrtit  which  were  located 
and  surveyed  after  the  IndiiLu  purehnne  at  Port  Stanwlx,  the 
Landti  muHt,  In  general,  and  on  the  Mioheanga  or  Ked  Bank 
creek,  be  of  the  1"  quality;  and  hence  I  confide,  will  be  en- 
titled to  the  highest  Uyal  valuation  (altho'  to  my  sorrow 
*  *  *  •  inadequate  to  their  worth  after  a  30  years  villainous 
detention  from  nie,)hy  your  eqnitalilt^ allowance.  lam  aware 
of  the  Industry  and  hiHlnuationu  whicu  the  Conneoticnt  peo- 
ple will  make  againxt  the  quality  of  the  Soil,  and  their  hope  to 
have  each  tract  divided  and  nulxlivided,  mo  as  to  be  able  if  po»- 
xible,  to  rechice  the  vahiai°  tn  their  great  briiefll.  and  to  my  ex- 
treme injury,  but  your  knowledge  of  Land,  your  charactera, 
and  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  yon  by  the  State,  dispel  every 
fear  ami  apprehension  from  their  evil  suggestions  and  machin- 
ations. 

Whether  the  Eight  tracts  lying  tn  the  path  leadiDg  from 
Wyoming  to  Onaqnaga  will  fat!  within  the  limits  of  any  or 
either  of  the  17  towns,  1  ■■annot  tell.  If  they  should  not,  and 
my  presumption  miiy  not  be  too  great,  I  f  hall  hold  it  a  singular 
favor  fn  yon  to  enquire  thefr  yiiiility  and  exact  Situation  with 
I  he  prol>nbilily  of  a  Speedy  sale,  and  at  what  price,  and  to 
honor  me  with  your  answer  verbally  or  by  Letter. 
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There  is  one  thing:  more  I  am  anYious  to  engSLge  your  atten* 
tjon  upon  and  Compliance  with,  and  that  is  that  you  will  in- 
dulge me  in  proceeding  to  and  estimating  the  Northernmost 
land  in  the  17  townships^r^^ 

My  reason  for  this  Solicitation  is  that  I  have  repurchased  the 
remainder  of  my  Estate  from  certain  obdurate  Assignees,  who 
are  as  flexible  to  ill  as  they  are  cruel  by  nature ,  and  to  these 
men  I  am  constrained  to  pay  Interest  of  at  le^t  j£400  p'  Annum, 
until  your  honorable  Board  make  your  return  into  the  office, 
and  thereby  enable  me  to  discharge  my  Contract.  There  is  no 
other  Pennsylvanian  in  this  unhappy  predicament,  nor  any 
man  whose  misfortunes  have  been  more  calamitous,  and  whose 
deprivations  of  fortune  has  been  so  great,  and  for  so  many 
years  so  afflicting  as  mine,  by  these  men,  ''if  men  they  can  be 
called.*'  Therefore,  I  cast  myself  on  your  Justice  and  Kind- 
ness, and  remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

Jo.  Wharton. 
Philad*.,  Mar.  28,  1800. 

Generals  William  Irvine,  Thomas  Boude  and  Col.  Andrew 

Porter,  Commissioners. 

P.  S.  the  Map  of  my  Land  is  delivered  to . 

Memorial  of  Isaac  Wharton  and  Others. 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of 
Assembly,  entitled  "An  Act  for  offering  compensation  to  the 
Penn  ylvania  Claimants  of  certain  Lands,  within  the  17  town- 
ships, in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. '' 

The  Memorial  of  Isaac  Wharton,  Samuel  Howell,  Samuel 
Pleasants  and  Caleb  Foulke,  surviving  Assignees  of  Joseph 
Wharton,  Philadelphia,  merchant,  respectfully  sheweth.  That 
the  said  Joseph  Wharton,  on  the  third  day  of  November,  1774, 
made  a  general  assignment  to  your  memorialists,  together 
with  Rees  Meredith,  Thomas  Wharton  and  John  Shaw,  who 
are  since  deceased,  of  all  and  singular  his  Lands,  tenements  & 
hereditaments,  in  trust  for  the  paym'  of  his  debts,  among 
which  were  the  following  tracts  of  Land,  viz:  Three  certain 
tracts  or  parcels  of  Land,  situate  near  a  path  leading  from 
Wiouiing  to  Annaquaga  town8hip,in  the  County  of  Northum- 
berland, in  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania,  one  of  them  called 
"Wharton's  Lake." 

Beginning  at  a  Maple  tree,  in  a  line  of  John  Shee's  Land, 
thence  by  the  same  and  by  lands  of  Benth,  Shee,  N.  45®,  East 
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900peroh«8toa[>OBt,  a  aomer  of  Charles  Btewart'e  Land,  thence 
by  the  said  Charles  Btewarts  land  14.  4a°  West  290  percheu  to  a 
Haple,  a  corner  of  John  Wharton's  J^and,  South  45°  W.  300 
perches  to  a  Beech,  a  corner  of  Wllliaiii  Junue'H  Land,  thenoti 
by  the  said  William  Jonett'ti  Land  8.  45°  East  290  peroheit  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  ountainint;  342  aorns,  besides  the  usual 
allowance  of  6  per  Cent,  fur  roads,  Ac.  One  other  of  them  ad- 
joining lands,  surveyed  to  Bainuel  Richards  and  others,  Be- 
giunhig  at  a  Maple,  tn  a  line  of  vacant  Land,  thence  by  the 
same  8.  45°  Bast  180  perches  to  a  Maple,  the  corner  of  Isaac 
Wharton's  Land,  thence  by  the  said  Isaac  Wharton's  Land 
and  Lands  of  John  Shaw,  Jr. ,  N.  45°  E.  312  perches  to  an  aah, 
in  the  line  of  William  Jonee's  land,  thence  by  the  said  William 
Jones's  land  and  land  of  Judah  FouikeN.  40°  West  180  perches 
to  a  post,  a  corner  of  the  said  Samuel  Richards  Land,  thence 
by  the  same  S.  4.1°  W.  312  perches  to  the  place  of  Beginning, 
containing  381  acres  and  the  usual  ailowanne  aforesaid,  and 
the  other  of  them  adjoining  land  surveyed  for  John  Wharton. 
Beginning  at  a  Beech  tree  In  a  line  (words  here  erased)  •  *  •  • 
Land,  thence  by  the  same  N.  45°  East  100  ps.  to  a  post  In  the 
line  •  •  •  •  (words  here  erased)  •  •  •  lAnd,  thence  by  the  same 
and  Land  of  Thomas  Wharton  N.  4.'^°  W.  320  perches  to  a  post 
in  a  line  of  Isaac  Wliarton's  laud  and  Land  of  •  •  »  (words  here 
erased)  •  •  •  8.  45"  West  IflO  perohs  to  a  Maple,  thence  8.  4.*i0 
East  3'20  iiercliea  co  the  place  of  Beginning,  containing  302 
aoreti,  besides  the  usual  allowance  of  6  ptr  Cent,  for  rooils,  &<•..  ; 
one  other  of  them  called  "Constitutional  right,"  containing 
310  acres,  and  allowance  of  G  per  Cent,  for  roads,  &o.  ;  one  other 
of  them  called  "Wharton  Karm,"  contalniD(c280i  As.  &  allow" 
aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called  "Independence,"  contain- 
ing 324  as. ,  81  p.  &  allowance  aforesaid ;  One  other  nf  them 
called  "Revolution,"  containing  332^  and  allowance  aforesaid  : 
One  other  of  them  called  "  Waslitngton  Farm,'"  containing  33fi 
As..  ISO  p.  and  allowance  aforesaid ;  oii(^  of  them  calle«1  "Rooh- 
ambean. "  containing  317  acres  and  allowance  aforesaid  ;  One  i.f 
them  CAlled  "CongresK,"  containing  302  acres  and  allowance 
aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called  "  Bancroft  Hall,"  contain- 
ing 286J  as.  and  allowance  nforcEKiiid  ;  One  other  of  them  called 
"  Hromley  Farm,"  containing  342  as.  and  allowance  aforesatil : 
(toe  other  of  them  called  "Great  MendowH,"  containing  SO.'ij 
and  allowance  aforesaid  :  One  <)th('r  of  them  called  "  Luierne 
Farm."  containing  343as.  and  ullowanccaforeHRid;  One  other 
ofthem  called"  Weft  over,  "containing  253}  BB.&allowancenfori'- 
sald  ;  One  other  of  tlieni  called  "Bunker's  hill."  cont 'g  20.'*  acri'i- 
anil  J  &  allowance  nfore»ii(l :  One  other  of  them  called  "Whigs 
Delight,"  containing  301 J  a^  &  allowance  afores" ;  One  other 
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of  them  called  "Camden  Place/*  containing  830  as.  and  allow- 
ance aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called  *^  Financier/*  contain- 
ing 318  acres  and  allowance  aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called 
"Relief  from  Tyranny,"  containing  304  acres  and  allowance 
aforesaid;  One  other  of  them  called  "Royal  Lewis/*  contain- 
ing 319  acres  and  allowance  aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called 
"  WaliK>le  Farm/'  containing  320}  as.  and  allowance  aforesaid  ; 
Which  Lands  your  Memorialists  believe  &  are  apprized,  fall 
within  the  purview  and  description  of  the  Act  of  Assembly 
nnder  which  you  are  empowered  to  act. 

That  on  the  19th  day  of  August,  1796,  your  memorialists  sold 
and  conveyed  the  said  Lands  to  the  said  Joseph  Wharton  in 
fee,  taking  from  him  a  Mortgage  to  your  Memorialists,  dated 
the  19th  day  of  August,  1796,  for  securing  the  payment  £8,127, 
current  money  of  Pennsylvania,  being  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  at  the. following  periods,  viz:  £4,063.10  thereof 
on  the  19th  day  of  August,  1798,  and  £4,063.10  thereof  on  the 
19th  day  of  August,  1799. 

That  your  Memorialists  are  informed  that  the  said  Joseph 
Wharton  hath  filed  his  claim,  for  the  value  of  the  said  Lands, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  without  the  said 
mortgage  due  thereon. 

Your  Memorialists  therefore  respectfully  request  that  a  due 
consideration  may  be  had  of  the  premises,  and  unless  they 
shall  be  otherwise  satisfied,  by  the  said  Joseph  Wharton,  for 
the  principal  and  interest  due  on  the  said  mortgage,  as  afore- 
said, that  the  Certificate  which  may  be  ultimately  awarded  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  Act  of  Assembly,  may,  to  the  Extent  of 
the  said  Mortgage  monies,  be  issued  to  and  in  the  names  of 

your  Memorialists  m  trust,  as  aforesaid. 

8am'  Howbll, 

8am'  Plkasants, 

Caleb  Foclkk. 
13"',  7  M«. ,  1800. 

Letter  of  Owen  Foulke. 

Philadelphia,  August  1,  1800. 
Gentlemen : 

Enclosed  \»  a  memorial  signed  by  the  acting  Assignees*  of 
Joseph  Wharton,  which  they  have  requested  ine  to  forward  to 
you.  As  those  Lands  have  represented  as  of  the  first  Quality, 
the  Assignees  would  be  glad  to  find  that  your  opinion  corres- 
jKmds  therewith. 

Yours,  &c. , 

OwKN  Foulke. 
W™.  Irwine,  Esq'.,  one  of  the  Oomm'rs.  &c. 


880  LETTERS  l-'ROU  THE 

IMUt  of  William  Bingham. 

PhJlAdelphia,  Bept'.  24,  18fN). 
Ueiitleiiien  : 

I  bai)  just  purchaeet]  of  Mr.  Willing  twentf-two  traota  of 
I>and,  for  whicli  WiLrranta  were  taken  out  in  the  year  1774,  In 
the  County  of  Norttiumburland,  now  Luzerne;  13  of  them  were 
regularly  returned  Into  the  Surveyor  Oen".  Ur.  Lukens,  De- 
puty Surveyor,  was  killed  whilst  In  the  disoliargn  of  hill  duty  Id 
complxating  the  remainder.  1  haveencloted  the  copies  of  these 
10  warrants  to  Ur,  Sanbourne,  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  Dls- 
trint,  &  have  requested  him,  as  soon  as  the  I^iands  ere  surveyed, 
lo  furnish  you  with  copies  of  the  Returns,  in  order  that  you 
may  have  the  means  of  farming  an  Elstlmatloa  of  the  value  of 

this  property,  wliich  aooordiiig  to  the  State This  arrange* 

ment  has  been  jmiuted  out  &  recommended  to  me  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Land  OfQoe. 

1  shall  deem  myself  essentially  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  pay 
attention  to  this  object.  If  you  should  think  proper  to  view 
these  Lands  in  the  course  of  the  present  cjeason,  Mr.  San- 
bourne will  procure  a  pertion  who  will  accompany  you  and  point 
them  out. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  that  I  only  wish  to  be  indulged  in 
this  request  as  far  as  may  be  oonHisteut  with  the  other  arrange- 
ments you   may  have  made,  as  well  us  duties  you  may  have  to 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie  with  resi)ectful  Consid*, 
Gent., 
Yourobedt.  Hble  Servant, 

William  Binqham. 
Qents  Boude,  Irvine  and  Porter,  CommlssionurB  of  Peunuyl- 

Letter  from  Daniel  Montgomery. 

Danville,  August  16,  180a 
Qentlemen : 

Being  entitled  in  three  tracts  of  land  in  Huntlngd'  township, 
Luzerne  County,  warranted  in  the  name  of  John  Pryor,  Gon- 
rafl  Appleman  and  George  Dudley,  and  conveyed  to  the  State 
by  Elias  Boudinot,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  not  know- 
ing weather  any  steps  farther  would  be  neecssary  on  my  part 
to  enable  you  to  nwertaln  the  ground  or  not.  Therefore  woiild 
be  very  muoh  oblidgi'd  to  yon  for  a  line  of  niformation  by  Mr. 
Hall  or  Mr.  Levi.      I  r.-iiiain  wil  li  due  reKfiect, 

Your  moHt  obedient  and  verry  huniliie  Servant, 

Dakikl  Uoxthohbrt. 
fjleni'  Irwine  &  Porter. 
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Letter  from  William  Y.  Burroughs. 

Hudson,  State  New  York,  30  Aug*.,  1800. 
lieutlenien : 

I  herewith  send  you  the  u umbers  of  several  lots  of  land  ly- 
ing in  the  town  of  Athens,  County  Luzerne,  which  I  hold  under 
the  Connecticut  title,  and  which  I  submit  to  you,  agreeable  to 
tliH  late  Law  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am  not  certain  that  I  send  you  the  numbers  of  all  the  lots 
I  have  in  Athens,  if  not,  it  is  my  intention  to  do  it.  You  will 
please  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this,  and  let  me  know 
what  more  is  required  of  me ;  if  my  presence  is  necessary,  I 
will  attend.  John  Shephard  can  point  out  to  you  all  the  Lands 
I  claim  in  Athens.  Lot  No.  23,  4th  Division,  contains  100 acres, 
conveyed  by  J.  Jenkins;  Lots  No.  21  and  22,  4th  Division,  also' 
the  3*  Division,  lot  laid  out  to  Colonel  Nathan  Denison,  oon- 
tai  ning  100  acres.  The  three  last  mentioned  lots  were  conveyed 
by  Colonel  John  Franklin  to  Colonel  McKinstry. 

Lot  No.  40,  adjoining  Northerly  on  the  above  lots,  cont'g  100 
acres  ;  all  the  above  lots  lay  adjoining  Easterly  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  Westerly  on  the  road  from  Tioga  point  to  Shep- 
hard's  mills ;  the  S.  line  being  about  a  mile  from  the  settlement 
at  the  point. 

Lots  No.  2  and  3,  in  the  4th  Division,  containing  about  840 
acres.  One  4th  Division  lot  drawn  in  the  right  of  Zera  Beach 
&  Justus  (iaylord.  J.  Shephard  knows  the  number.  Also  lot 
No.  13,  in  the  4th  Division,  estimated  at  190  acres.  Lot  No.  1 
being  100  acres  on  the  South  line  of  the  Farm  now  or  late  in 
the  possession  of  Loomis,  Drawn  in  the  right  of  Daniel  Mo- 
Do  wle. 

Also  the  4th  Division,  lot  drawn  by  McDowl,  And  generally 
all  the  land  that  I  am  entitled  to  in  the  town  of  Athens  is  sub- 
mitted by 

Your  Obedt.  Servant, 

W".  Y.  Burroughs. 

To  Generals  Irvine,  Porter  and  Boude,  Commissioners  at 
!juz«rne. 


Letter  from  John  Buyers. 

Sunbury,  Sep'  10,  1800. 
\V.  Irvine,  Esq'., 

Sir:  Mr.  Charles  Hall  of  this  place  informed  me  that  a  title 

paper  of  mine  for  a  tract  of   Land  lying  in  the  17  townships, 

about  3  or  G  miles  above   Nescopeck,  on  the  West  side  of   the 

river,    in   the    name  of  Jos^iih   Wetheral,  was   got    into  your 
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hiuiilB ;  for  that  piacu  I  am  a.  Hecoud  liand  purohaaer ;  and  wan 
I  to  ^et  all  thtj  Law  alowtt  for  the  l"  rate  Land,  It  would  not 
Indeicnlty  tne ;  however,  that  can  have  no  weight  with  yoa. 
1  have  not  seea  the  Land  tliiis  20  Yean,  but  in  told  that  it  In 
valuable  and  may  be  oonaidered  an  belsnginK  to  the  1"  cUuib. 

Bhould  you,  and  the  other  Qentleinen  oonserned  with  you, 
think  aa  Moine  ut  the  neighbours  to  naid  Land  doee,  viz :  that 
it  is  worth  13  or  15  Dollarit  i)er  acre,  theu  I  should  have  the 
highest  price  for  it  that  the  Law  will  warrant  you  in  allowing. 

Even  then  it  would  turn  out  a  poor  spenulation  to  nie,  (or 
at  the  time  1  bought  It  I  could  had  Land  for  the  same  price 
that  1  might  get  10  Dollare  i>eracre  forbefore  this  time;  It  ba« 
a  handsome  front  on  the  river  of  20S  perches,  which  makes  it 
very  valuable;  to  your  WiBdom  and  integrity  I  rest  the  mat- 
ter, not  doubting  but  you  will  conHider  all  Sirounutanoes  and 
do  bubstantiol  justice,  as  far  aa  the  law  warrants  you,  which 
in  my  humble  opinion  is  too  limited ;  with  all  due  reepeot. 

Your  very  bumble  Servant, 

Jh".  Bctbbs. 
1'.  S. — Should  my  attendance  l>e  deemed  alHiolutely  necex- 
sary,  1  w^  bug  a  line  at  the  time  you  w'  please  to  requent. 

J.  B. 


Letter  from  Col.  Thomas  UaTltuy. 

York,  Pennsylvania,  Sen'  17,  1800. 
Gentlemen  : 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  t<ent  by  me  to  Mr,  John 
Hall,  when  Secretary  of  the  Land  OfBoe,  on  the  subject  of  my 
claims  in  Luzt^rne  County,  whicli  will  explain  the  matter  to  the 
CommisslnnerH  ■ 

"  Yorktown.  Pennxvlvania,  Aug*  20,  1799. 
"D«ar8ir: 

"  I  sent  you  tw<)  Dei'dB  for  granting  and  rel«<atiingto  the  (Joni- 
monweiilth  anil  Stall'  of  Pi'Tiiisylvaiiia  ail  my  right,  Estalp, 
Intt^reNt.  &  iif  and  in  ami  to  4  triiolH,  anil  a  i>art  uf  a  tract  i>( 
Land,  situati'  on  tlu'  waters  of  tile  X.  East  Branch  of  Susque- 
hanna; Iln>  two  llrct  lielil  unik-r  Warrants  in  the  names  of 
Thoman  ttniith  and  P>-t<-r  Dehaven,  wliicli  were  conreyetl  by 
thi-ni  ii>  nif  and  in  which  UhimI  tlicri-  waK  a  Caveat  against  K>'Aiit- 
ing  n  OiTtificatifto  M'.  Wliarton  &  Co.,  »r  any  other  i)erM(>n  but 
nil),  without  1-'  bavins  a  hi-iiriiiKlieforn  tbelioard  of  l*roj(ertv. 
Till-  oilier  nei.d  fort  wo  tm<-ts.lif  Id  nn.l.T  warrants  in  the  nam".-> 
Mf  Jame;:  Thompson  and  Thomas  Walker,  and  part  of  the  traiti 
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held  under  an  order  to  Benjamin  Luce,  which  were  regularly 
transferred  to  ine,  and  for  which  Patents  were  granted  to  me ; 
to  neither  of  these  Deeds  of  Grant  and  release  is  there  an  affi- 
davit annexed,  and  the  last  tho*  executed  before  respectable 
witnesses^,  has  not  been  acknowledged,  because  we  had  no  as- 
sociate  Judge  here.  President  Henry  will  be  here  at  our  Court 
next  week.  I  must  beg  you  to  deliver  those  two  Deeds  or  re- 
leases to  Mr.  Ralph  Bowie ;  he  will  bring  them  over.  I  will 
have  the  necessary  done,  and  will  send  them  safe  back  to  you 
immediately  after  the  Court.  The  Submissions  and  other 
papers  (except  the  two  Conveyances  or  relecuaes)  may  remain 
in  your  office.  I  beg  again  that  the  Conveyances  may  be  sent 
by  Mr.  Bowie ;  they  shall  be  most  certainly  returned  to  you. 
A  note  may  be  taken  on  this  letter  of  the  time  of  Delivery  to 
Mr.  Bo^ie.  Excuse  the  trouble  I  give,  as  the  business  is  of 
serious  importance  to  me,  and  I  am,  with  respect,  your  obe- 
dient Servant, 

*'  Thomas  H artlbt. 

'*  John  Hall,  Esq^,  Secretary  of  the  Land  office  of  Pennsyl- 
vania." 

As  to  Eight  hundred  and  Eighty  acres,  in  the  names  of  James 
Thompson  and  Thomas  Walker,  and  part  of  the  tract  in  the 
name  of  Benjamin  Luce,  there  can  be  no  kind  of  dispute,  and 
there  are  no  doubt  first  quality  lands.  As  to  those  in  the  names 
of  Smith  and  Dehaven,  my  warrants  are  pointed  ;  if  you  think 
proper  to  value  them  and  return  them  in  my  favour,  it  is  well, 
if  not,  I  have  Caveated  in  the  office  against  my  compensation 
being  given  to  Mr.  Wharton  and  Co.,  until  the  right  is  deter- 
mined. 

I  have  the  strongest  reliance  on  and  Confidence  in  the  Com- 
missioners, and  am, 

with  yrreat  respect, 

their  humble  Servant, 

Tho«.  Hartley. 

To  Gen'  Thomas  Boude,  W".  Irvine  and  Whelen,  Esq'. 


Information  from  James  Rose^  Attorney  of  Patterson, 

In  answer  to  the  queries  put  by  the  Commissioners  for  offer- 
ing Compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  Lands 
within  the  17  townships,  the  Administrators  of  Qalbreath  Pat- 
terson return  the  following  Documents  in  support  of  their 
Claim : 
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1"  Query  by  the  Comm%  Is  the  release  of  a  Moiety  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  name  of  Robert  Wood  the  same  with  one  claimed 
by  Ewing  and  Wife? 

Answer.  The  heirs  of  G.  Patterson  herewith  produce  a  Deed 
Poll  by  Robert  Wood  to  Stewart  and  Pattersoii  for  800  as.,  but 
they  have  not  at  present  the  release  from  Stewart  and  Patter- 
son, at  least  the  release  from  Cha'.  Stewart  does  not  sufficientlv 
describe  the  tract  alluded  to  by  the  Commissioners. 

2^  Query.  There  appears  to  have  been  an  agreement  between 
Mr.  W.  Patterson  and  John  Cox,  dated  the  2  Jan',  1774,  for  tak- 
ing up  land  in  partnership  of  which  Mr.  Patterson  was  to  have  ^. 

The  tracts  so  taken  up  are  in  the  names  of  John  Vansant  and 
others.  Can  you  furnish  the  Comm'rs  with  any  transcript  or 
abstract  of  the  agreement  of  Cox  to  this  purpose? 

Answer.  The  agreement  is  in  the  hands  of  the  administra- 
tor, and  is  dated  20  Jan'y,  1774,  by  which  it  appears  that  Patter- 
son was  to  have  i  of  all  the  lands  taken  up  under  s' agreement, 
in  the  Names  following,  to-wit : 

1.  Anthony  Snyder's  Deed  to  Joseph  Wharton,  dated  1  A  pril, 
1777,  for  200  acres:  this  is  Conveyed  by  Joseph  Wharton,  31 
March,  1780,  to  William  Patterson.    200  as. 

2.  Peter  Kuntz's  Deed  to  Matthias  Slough,  dated  Nov.  5,  1771, 
for  300  as.  ;  this  is  conveyed  by  M.  Slough  to  William  Patter- 
son the  same  day.     300  as. 

3.  Jacob  Witmer's  Deed  to  Matthias  Slough,  2  Mar.,  1780,  for 
300  as. ;  this  is  conveyed  by  M.  Slough  to  William  Patterson, 
31  Mar,  1780.     300  a. 

3.  Deed  Poll  by  Anthony  Morris,  Jun^,  to  Jos.  Wharton, 
dated  the  3**  Oct.,  1774,  for  300  acres;  this  is  conveyed  to  W. 
Patterson,  by  Deed  dated  31  March,  1780.     300  a. 

4.  Deed  by  Peter  Ney  to  Matthias  Slough,  dated  23*  Nov., 
1773.  for  300  .'icrea ;  this  is  also  conveyed  by  Matthias  Slough  to 
W.   Patterson,  the  31  March,  1780.     300  a. 

5.  Deed  by  Jacob to  Matthias  Slough,  dated  26  March., 

1780,  for  279  acres ;  this  is  also  conveyed  by  M.  Slough  to  Wil- 
liam Patterson  the  31  March,  1780.     279  a. 

6.  Deed  by  John  Millar  to  Matthias  Slough,  dated  the  2-* 
NoV^. ,  1773,  for  300  acres  ;  tliis  is  also  conveyed  by  W.  Patterson, 
by  Deed  dated  31  March,  1780;  in  the  reconveyance  it  contains 
339*  acres.     339  a. 

N.  B. — The  ttdm"  have  no  ofTice  copies  of  these  Surveys,  but 
it  is  thought  that  they  have  been  already  lodged  with  the 
Comm'rs.  The  administrators  cannot  with  certainty  at  pre- 
sent ascertain  the  Surveys  in  the  names  of  William  Smith, 
Tho".  Smith;  they,  however,  conceive  that  D.  Smith  had  no 
right  to  return  them. 
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These  Copies  shall  he  transmitted  with  all  couvenient  speed 
to  the  Comm'rs. 


Letter  from  Joseph  Wharton, 

Philacl%,  May  28,  1801. 

Sir:  I  am  told  there  U  a  new  appointment  for  completinfj: 
the  Wyoming  BusineBS,  and  that  General  Steele,  Mr.  Cooper, 
with  another  person,  whosw  name  I  do  not  know,  are  the  pre- 
sent Commissioners,  and  being  deeply  interested  in  the  speedy 
and  equitable  conclusion  of  the  valuation,  I  have  to  request 
the  favor  of  you,  to  mention  my  name  to  the  Comm'rs  as  a 
Citizen  of  some  respectability,  and  one  whose  suilerings  for  our 
Independence  has  been  singularly  afflicting ;  for  when  I  was  in 
London,  on  my  unhappy  mercantile  affairs,  in  1778,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  my  lawsuit  in  Chancery,  and  fly  to  France 
for  the  preservation  of  my  Life,  because  of  the  intelligence  I 
constantly  gave  to  our  ministers  there,  which  were  partly  in- 
terrupted and  by  which  Secession,  I  lost  that  fortune  that 
would  otherwise  have  rendered  me  happy  in  my  old  age. 

The  reverse  is  now  the  case.  Will  you  therefore  be  pleased 
to  speak  of  me  to  those  Gentlemen  in  the  manner  you  deem 
proper. 

My  Lands  on  the  river  Susquehanna  begin  at  Meshawpen 
creek,  and  terminate  in  the  vicinity  of  Tioga.  The  rest  are  at 
a  distance  from  it. 

All  my  Surveys  are  delineated  on  one  sheet  of  Paper,  which, 
witii  a  Letter,  I  wrote  to  the  former  Commissioners  and  de- 
livered to  Colonel  Porter;  and  from  him,  or  them,  I  hope  the 
Commissioners  will  receive  them.  But  if  the  Drafts  and  let- 
ter should  be  mislaid,  I  will,  on  information,  forward  by  Post, 
copies  of  them  to  you.  I  beg  you  will  continue  your  favours 
to  me,  and  gratify  me  with  an  answer  to  this  letter,  and  be- 
lieve me,  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  Ob't  H*ble  Serv't, 

Jos.  Wharton. 
Tench  Coxe,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  CoL  William  Irvine. 

Philadelphia,  25  June,  1801. 
Gentlemen : 

In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  16th  Instant,  I  inform  you  that 
the  Surveyors  employed  by  the  Commissioners  in  Luzerne  last 
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fear  were  paid  three  Dollars  a  Day,  and  the  Chain  oarriersabd 
sx  men  Six  poundu  ten  HhiltingH  pr.  mouth,  Pemuylvauia 
Currency. 

I  am,  Oentleint>n. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W*.  Irtibb. 
idess".  Cooper,  Steele  and  Wllflon. 


lUpresentaiion  o/  Rosewell  Welhs. 

June  27,  1801. 
Oentlemen : 

From  a  constant  headache,  vith  which  I  have  been  troubled 
for  some  days  past,  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  an  answer 
to  your  note  of  the  18'^  Instant  earlier. 

Upon  reflection,  as  also  from  an  examination  of  my  notes  pre- 
served in  every  considerable  cause  deeided  while  on  theBeacb, 
I  And  no  Ejectment  during  that  period  ever  was  tried.  From 
this  ciroumstance  my  reply  must  consist  very  much  In  statlnB 
the  opinions  ol  the  Court  and  the  practice  of  Counsel  on  SDoh 
of  the  questions  by  you  enumerated,  as  took  place  antecedent 
to  that  time.  1  n  doing  this,  and  following;  the  order  observed 
in  your  note,  1  have  to  remark  :  The  Court  in  deciding  ques- 
tions of  title,  resting  solely  upon  the  Connecticut  Claim,  ad- 
liered  to  the  rules  of  the  Busqueh'  Conipany  aa  nearly  as  they 
possibly  conld.  In  order  to  recover  the  land  in  controversy, 
they  required  Plaintiff  to  shew  title  out  of  the  Company,  and 
then  one  in  himself  by  the  rules  of  the  Company.  The  Court 
never  required  the  Deed  from  the  natives  to  be  prodticed,  or 
the  authority  by  which  from  the  Utate  Connecticut  the  Com- 
pany made  the  purchase.  If  title  could  be  shewed  agreeably 
to  those  rules  (as  in  all  cases  ever  tried  both  Plaintiff  and  De- 
fendant claimed  under  them),  the  court  seemed  willing  always 
to  sustain  it.  and  made  the  Rules,  &a.,  their  only  guide.  In 
cases  of  parol,  to  supply  written  testimony,  the  Court  embraced 
and  took  a  very  liberal  ground.  From  their  own  knowledge, 
they  were  sensible  that  most  of  thu  Public  Records,  as  well  as 
private  Documents  of  the  people  necessary  to  their  claims, 
were  destroyed  in  '78.  However,  they  always,  upon  oath,  re- 
quired to  1w  iuformed,  an  a  Court,  of  the  Fact,  and  then  let 
in  oral  testimony,  not  interested  in  the  Event  of  the  Suit,  to 
prove  their  contents.  In  all  cases  of  lost  papers,  &o. ,  destroyed 
Records.  &c..  Counsel  usually  regulated  themselves  by  the 
common  rules  of  Evidence. 

To  Enquiry  8°*.— No  Proof  of  the  Incorporation  of  the  said 
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Oompany  was  never  required,  and  awaya  dispensed  with    by 
^he  Ck>iirt.     Tiie  Copies  of  the  Rules,  ^c. ,  of  the  Company  now 
in  your  possession,  were  uniformly  admitted  as  evidence,  and 
for  this  reason  tlie  originals  were  the  property  of  the  Company 
and  not  the  Settlers,  ami,  tlierefore,  not  within  their  contract. 
To  Enquiry  4»*'.  —In  the  hands  of  (Colonel  John  FrankHn,  of 
Tioga,  are  all  the   papers,  votes  and    resolutions  of  fhe  Com- 
pany, from    May,  *74,  down  to  this  day.     From  him  I  should 
Hupjwse  a  transcript  may  be  had.     But  I  do  not  know  that  any 
of  these  Vofes,  &c.,  can  be  regularly  certilie<l  by  the  (Jlerk;  for 
I  hardly  think  the  present  Clerk  was  ever  sworn  into  olHce. 

To  Enquiry  5***. —The  votes  and  resolutions  of  the  Commit- 

fc^es  of  the  Com^mny,  made  at  this  time,  are  not  considered  as 

iiAving  any  binding  force  upon  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Seven- 

t«?en  townships.     At  an  early  period  of  the  Settlement  they  had 

^  lieir  fullest  force  upon  the  actual   Settler,   and,  where  they 

ere  of  a  general  nature,  ha<l  a  like  influence  upon  those  who 

lig^ht   afterwards  become    Settlers.      The   Committees  were 

1  ways  appointed  by  the  Company. 

To  Enquiry  6^^ —Original  rights. whether  of  Townships,  or  of 
ndividuals,  might  be  forfeited  ;  but  as  applying  to  actual  Set- 
lers,  a  forfeiture  of  the  former  did  not  always  imply  a  forfeit- 
re  of  the   latter.     If  there  were  any  conditions  in  the  grant 
f  the  Township,  which  were  not  complied  within  due  time, 
:.he  Committed  might  declare  the  town  forfeitetl,  but    could 
ot  forfeit  (by  such  order)  the  Rights  of  those  who  were  at  that 
^ime  settled  within  the  townships;  but  in  the  17  townships  I 
liave  known  no  forfeiture  declared  before  the  change  of  Juris- 
<iiction,  nor  any  condition  of  Settlement  left  uncomplied  with, 
bat  What   the  intervention  of  the   revolutionary  War  made 
impracticable  to  fulfill.     I  mean  as  it  respects  township  rights 
of  what  are   called  proprietors  townships.     Nor  do  I  know  of 
any  Individual    Rights  in  those  townships   forfeited,  by  the 
Committee,  for  non  compliance  with  the  Regulations,  &c. ,  of 
the  Company;  but  still,  there  may  be  instances. 

To  Enquiry  T"*.— In  the  original  Establishment  of  Township 

boundaries,  I  do  not  feel  myself  very  competent  to  answer. 

but  as  far  as  I  could  ever  learn  they  were  established  by  the 

^Committee's  approbation,  certified  in  the  original  Survey  it- 

►*«lf.     There  never  was  a  Record  of  Courses  und  Distances  en- 

t"«red  upon  the  Books.     All  that  ever  were  rested  on  file  was 

^  lie  Petition  for  a  grant  of  the  Township,  containing  only  some 

x^ords  of  general  description  of   the  place  where  the   Grant 

"x^vent  out  (as   to  Description)  in  words  as  general.     But   this 

9i<rant,  I  have  been  told  by  some  of  the  Committee,  was  never 

vnade  a  matter  of  Record  with  them.     The  Survey,  therefore, 

82-VoL.  XVIII 
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tliiiH  Rertifie<l  by  the  CommlttOf,  wiut  coiioideref]  sn  the  only 
Bviilonce  of  Boundaries,  nnil  wau  the  only  Voucher  which  could 
cHiitbliHh  anil  aeoertaiii  them,  aiul  bo  it  aver  wan  contiidered  by 
the  Court.  1  kuow  of  no  Authuntio  miiiuteu  of  the  Burveyit. 
I  lH>llm'o  uoiiH  «ver  exiutitd,  am},  therefore,  not  protluceable. 
No  case  hatt  occurred  in  whiuli  latterly  BounilarieH  were  dii<- 
]>uli-d. 

To  Enquiry  8"", — No  question  has  arisen  brinjfing  «p  lot 
BoutidarieB.  All  the  caaeH  ever  decided  title  to,  and  not  thf 
BiiiiiidarleFi  of  thn  Lot,  was  the  point  cnntended.  But  in  catte 
lioiindarien  hail  forni'd  any  part  of  the  dixputo,  we  ehoulit 
have  never  been  driven  i>y  the  Court  for  certainty  <1  am  per- 
Muuiled)  to  anything  further  than  measurement,  conformably 
to  the  Survey  first  ina<l«.  TlieoriK'nal  grant  of  the  Town  by 
Counwel  was  generally  acceded  to.  With  respect  to  oral  testi- 
mony, in  GHHes  of  preocriptlve  poiweiKtion,  and  Surveys  niad« 
within  the  knowledge  of  WitnetMea.  as  I  have  before  ol>serve<l, 
it  was  uniformly  admittt!d  by  the  Court,  Where  it  wan  madf 
to  iippear  on  oath  that  the  ]>ocnni"  from  which  n  claim  might 
l>e  deduced  were  not  within  the  i>arty'B  power 

Til  Knquiry  9"". — I  never  (in  caHeti  of  lo»t  Papers,  &C.),  knew 
the  Court  to  let  in  oral  teftiniony  of  their  ContentH  ujmiu  mere 
Nnggestiontt.  They  alwuyH  requir>;d  to  be  informed  of  the  fact 
of  loHH  uiKin  oath  before  oral  testimony  could  be  admitted  ;  any 
neglect  in  not  procuring  written  Evidence  from  Ihe  OruntorH 
of  HUcli  RightH  an  to  which  a  claim  watt  niade,  waM  never  aided 
thro' suggest ionfl,  nor  liy  the  conHtmt  of  coumtel.  Ah  before 
remarked  the  regulationi*  of  the  Coni)>anv  were  made  the  only 
Star  liy  which  toMeer;  still,  in  the  improvement  of  tlioHe  Rules 
&  Regulations,  the  liest  Evidence  of  thelu  iKjasible  to  Ite  ob- 
tained wasalwavH  required,  and  never  dispens'd  with,  by  Coun- 
sel or  Court.  However,  thishfst  enidence  in  some  coses  iiec- 
eHsarily  Iw'canie  remote,  and.  Indeed,  when  the  variety  of  mis- 
fortunes Which  have  attended  this  »7i-/Hi.(Z  Country  a.Tu  really 
eonsid',  it  would  I>e  dilllcult  to  suppose  it  otherwise.  Prom 
the  Descent  of  the  Enemy  in  'TH,  one  single  engagement  laid  in 
the  Dust  most  of  the  males  ca|Mvlile  of  tx^aring arms.  To  this, 
in  the  conrse  of  the  nent  and  succeeding  day,  succeeded  one 
general  destruction  of  kfrttnes,  papers  and  most  of  the /'uft^tc 
Hecori/n  by  lire.  Hence  very  little  of  satisfactory  testimony 
would  be  given  in  several  Instances.  The  Court  found  it  nec- 
essary to  be  Ul)eral  in  conducting  the  causes,  and  Iho'  many 
Decisions  seemed  to  have  been  nnide  n(ion  proof  somewhat 
remote  in  degree,  yet  I  l>elieve  the)-  were  consentaneous  to 
.Tustice.  It  is  now  nine  years  at  lli>'  least  since  the  last  BJect- 
niunt  in  the  Conneotiout  claim  was  tried.     At  that  time  I  hail 


PENNSYLVANIA  CLAIMANTS.  839 

fresh  in  my  mind  every  point  settled,  but  at  this  distant  hour 
I  find  it  impossible  to  state  them  with  any  great  degree  of  ac- 
curacy or  precitioii,  I  am  sorry  that  it  is  thus'with  me,  but  it 
must  be  an  apology  for  mv  Silence  on  some  points  and  inex- 
plicitnesB  in  others. 

As  to  a  system  of  Rules  to  be  adopted  with  respect  to  claims 
resting  upon  Evidence,  apparently  defect^%  I  feel  an  incapacity 
to  decide.  From  the  little  Experience  I  have  had  in  looking 
into  the  claims  of  individuals,  in  times  past,  I  am  confident 
that  such  a  task  would  be  truly  difficult.  The  circumst***  & 
condit"  as  to  proof,  in  which  the  sev'  claims  are  envolved,  will 
not  only  be  found  perplexing  but  exc****'  dissimilar  in  very  many 
cases.  From  this  consideration,  I  am  led  to  believe,  as  you 
progress  in  the  examination,  rules,  regulations,  and  directing 
yoiir  Enquiries  to  the  kind  of  proof  reasonable  to  be  admitted, 

will themselves  much  more  satisfactorily  than  any  to 

which  I  may  advise, 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

With  Due  respect. 

Yours, 

ROSBWELL  WKLLKS. 

Thomas  Cooper,  John  Steele  and  William  Wilson,  Esq". 


Letter  from  Elias  Boudinot, 

[June,  1801.] 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  24*^ Instant,  I  am  to  in- 
form you  that  I  am  under  an  agreement  with  D.  Montgomery, 
for  the  Lands  you  mention,  to  convey  them  to  him  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  not  yet  complied  with,  which  rendered  it  nec- 
essary that  he  should  release.  From  this  you  see  that  this 
claim  is  joint  and  not  contested. 

I  am,  &^ , 

E.  Boudinot. 
M'.    Thomas  Lloyd,  Cl'k  to  th  Comm'rs. 


Letter  from  John  Cook. 

North^  July  1,  1801. 
Sir :  Since  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  I  called  upon  M'.  Alex- 
ander Hunter,  to  obtain  the  Dates  of  the  Warrants,  and  Names 
of  the  original  Warrants,  in  the  i>artnership  of  Hunter,  Moore 
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aikti  UcCord,  for  LaniJH  In  Laokawany  Creek,  to  transmit  to 
you,  Who  inroniieil  iiiti  thiit  he  hail  dulivured  them  to  yoa 
Huine  tima  Hiiia6.  I  hav*i  HiiclOHbil  you  a  Copy  of  the  original 
Article  of  agreement  between  Hunter,  Uoore  and  MoCord, 
Which  will  e!i|>liiliiti  t<i  yon  the  nnture  of  the  Partnership 
Copies  of  tlie  returns  of  Survey  1  bnve  not,  but  I  presume  it 
is  immaterial.  AH  tliey  will  be  forwarded  to  you  from  the  ]>* 
Offloe.  and  you  will  easily  disTiuguUh  them  trom  others  by 
comparing  them  with  the  Tiameaof  the  Warrantees.     Loughlhi 

McCartney  claimu  &  has  released  a  tract  In  the  name  of 

Templeton,  under  the  will  of  McCord. 

I  am.  Sir, 


Thos.  Cooper,  Esq'. 

Letter  from  James  Rose. 

Northumhorland,  July  5,  1801. 
Gentlemen  : 

In  answer  to  the  queries  by  your  clerk,  I  have  to  remark 
that  with  respect  to  the  tract  of  Land  warranted  In  the  name 
of  W°.  Thorp,  that  the  Kanie  was  conveyed  to  James  Rose 
(iiiy  father)  by  W-.  Thorp  on  the  4th  day  of  June,  1773. 

In  therelentie  matle  by  me  aH  the  Attorney  of  Rob'.  H.  Rose, 
the  power,  if  not  noted  therein,  in  dated  8lh  of  Mav,  17U8,  and 
re<'orded  In  Sunbury,  in  Deed  ])i>ok  L,  page  866,  the  Sth  day 
of  July,  1800. 

M'.  James  Roxe  of  Philadelphia,  my  Pather,  and  the  Father 
of  K.  H.  Rose,  died  intestate  in  1777,  in  i-onsequenoe  of  whioh 
we  the  heirs  of  became  poseessetl  of  the  Land  in  question.  The 
necesHary  releaseti,  &°. .  shall  be  laid  l>ef(>re  yon  in  n  short  time, 
iind  every  further  explanation  made  that  will  be  satixfactory 
to  the  Commisxioners. 

I  am,  (Jentlenien,  with  due  resiwct, 

Y'  Oh'  humble  servant, 

jAMKd  Rose. 

The  honb"  the  Comm"  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  Act 
of  A)!.  4,  17D0. 


J^ttrr  fnun  J)anM  Mimtgomeri/. 

Danville,  July  8.  1801. 
flentlemen : 

1  received  vour  favor  reNpeRtini.'3  tracts  of  Land  in  Hunting- 
don, IjiiKenie  County,  rt'leas't  by  Robert  Montgomery,  as  my 
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attorney,  to  the  State  of  Penns^.  ;  the  same  also  being  released 
by  M'.  Elias  Houdinot,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  The  land 
I  purohas't,  but  had  not  obtain  the  Conveyance ;  I  therefore 
(after  we  had  made  the  first  conveyauoe),  thought  best  to  get 
M'.  Boudinot*8  Conveyance  also;  of  course  you  will  value  the 
Land  as  M'.  Boudinot^s,  altho'  the  property  is  myne. 

1  remain  with  Esteem, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

Daniel  Momtgomkry. 


Letter  from  William  Tilghmaii. 

Pliilad\,  July  6,  1801. 
Sir:  On  my  return  from  the  Circuit  Court  in  Bedford,  a  few 
days  ago,  I  received  your  favour  of  the  24*''  June  last.  There 
will  be  no  occasion  to  trouble  the  Commissioners  with  respect 
to  the  warrant  for  300  acres  in  the  name  of  W".  Hamilton, 
that  land  is  without  doubt  on  red  Bank  Creek,  and  conse- 
quently out  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Commissioners ;  with  re- 
gard to  N^  30,  in  the  ''manor  of  Stoke,''  originally  allotted 
to  AleiLander  Patterson,  and  N".  24,  in  Sunbury  Manor,  ori- 
ginally allotted  to  William  Armstrong ;  all  the  evidence  in  my 
IK>s8efi8ion  is  the  original  Deeds  to  my  deceased  Father,  James 
Tilghman,  an  exact  copy  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  sub- 
joining. I  keep  the  originals  for  fear  of  accident,  but  they 
shall  be  produced  whenever  tlie  Commissioners  please  to  call 
for  them.  I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  thanks  to  the  Comm'rs,  & 
you  Sir,  for  your  attention  to  my  Claims. 

And  am,  Y^  most  obedient  servant, 

W".  Tilghman. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Cl'k,  &«. 


Conveyance  from  Alexander  Patterson. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Alexander  Patter- 
son, of  Northampton  (bounty,  farmer,  for  and  consideration  of 
twenty  Pounds  current  money  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  James 
Tilghman,  Esquire,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  have  granted 
bargained  &  sold,  &  do  hereby  grant,  bargain  &  sell  unto  the 
said  Ja'.  Tilghman,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  Lot  of  Land 
distinguished  by  the  N°.  30,  in  the  Survey  of  the  Proprietors 
Land  at  Wioming,  which  was  allotted  to  the  s**  Alexander  in 
the  distribution  of  the  said  Ijnnd  ;  the  Lot  containing  by  es- 
timation 04  acres  and  54  i>erches,  together  with  the  Appurte- 
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tinnnea.  To  have  and  to  hold  tlie  Mid  lot  of  Land  to  the  a' 
Jmiieit  TilgliiuiiTi,  bis  hbirHaiu)  AxHigns,  to  hix  anil  their  p«rpet- 
uiil  iiHe  &  bfhoof  for  t<ver.  In  Wiriit^HN  whereof  1  have  here- 
unto Het  uiy  liuiul  uiid  Seal  thio  ltl">  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1774 
Alkx'.  Pattkrson  [Se«l]. 
CJfideil  &  tlflivt^red  hi  |)reHtiiir.H  of  D.  Kvunedy  &  WllUaui 
Wliite. 


VoHveyance  from   WilUam  Armstrong. 

Ill  flonMidiTiitiiin  of  the  tiiim  of  twt-nty  twopoundB,  five  shill- 
inBM,  Jnwfiil  niouey  of  Pennityi^-aiiia,  to  me  William  Arrostroiig 
of  tliuCity  »f  I'ldladelphifv,  moiiemaHon,  |>aid  by  James  TiJ({h- 
niuti,  of  thtt  Haiil  City,  Em^.,  I  hnvo  granted,  bargained  and 
Hold,  &  Do  li«ruhy  grant,  bargain  and  sell,  unto  the  said  Jaraet* 
Tiighman,  all  my  riglit,  title,  Interuitt,  Clabn  and  Demand,  of 
und  in  &  to  one  trant  of  Land  in  the  ]'ro[>rtetary  Manor  at 
Wioiiiiiig,  known  &  dintinguiithed  In  the  division  of  the  xald 
Manor  into  PInnlationH  by  John  Lukeun  and  Charles  Stewart 
by  the  niiuiber  twenty  fiitir;  containing  about  one  hundred 
&  fifty  (1.TCS.  byanaddilon  made  to  the  first  tract  by  thesald 
(-harles  Bn-wart ;  the  first  tract  containing  only  Eighty  five 
iicreH  or  thereabonts.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  bargained  & 
sold  Premixiu^,  with  the  A ppurtAnannefi,  to  the.  said  Jameti 
Tiighman,  hiH  heirs  and  AsHignn  for  ever,  to  his  and  their  own 
)>ro|>er  hh>  and  Kehottt,  subject  to  tlw  Proprietary  Demands 
on  the  same.  WltnexH  my  hand  and  Seal  this  17'^  day  of  Ooto- 
bi-r,  Anno  Domini,  1774. 

WiLLiAU  Arhstroho  [Seal]. 

Sealed  iind  delivered  In  presence  of  David  Kennedy. 

]>.  S.—l  Khali  search  for  further  Evidence  of  the  Surveys  St 
hope  I  Khali  find  it.  When  my  Father  made  the  purchaae  he 
waB  Secrt^tary  of  the  Land  (jfllce,  and  [>rubal>ly  had  Bcwn 
tiapers  since  mislaid  or  lost. 

W-.   TlI/lHHAN. 


Ltllei  Jrom  Alexander  Hunter. 

Snnbury,  July  7,  IMni. 
M'.  Cooper  ; 

Sir :  Binci'  I  Kci-n  yon  I  h(iv«  liiid  in  my  linnds  a  copy  of  thf 
proprietiirieM  Dnift  of  nil  Ihc  Miiiiors  in  l.nz.  County,  the  ori- 
ginalK  I  hiivf  no  donbt  must  be  in  your  Possession.  Where 
yoH  will  find  a  Thonnis  OKbornc.  N".  M,  in  coMBequt-D<^  of 
Which  (iraiit  a  Survey  was  made,  a  <,\)py  of  which  I  gave  you. 
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60  that  he  must  stand  on  the  same  footing  with  ajiy  other 
Orant  or  Sale  of  the  Proprietaries  in  any  of  the  Manors.  Tiie 
«)lfieo  papers  of  the  Tjamls  on  Lachawannock,  if  not  furnished 
tjy  M'.  Moore,  shall  be  immediately  procured.  I  am  with  Re- 
spect, 

Your  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Alexander  Huntkr. 


Letter  from  John  R.  Coates, 

Phila.,  July  22,  1801. 
fieutlemen : 

A  Jjetter  from  your  Secretary,  dated  24  Ult®. ,  came  to  hand 

t-lie  day  before  yestenlay.     1  regret  extremely  that  the  want 

ot  further  information  should  be  found  necessary  for  the  ad- 

jijstment  of  the  Proprietary  Concerns  in  Luzerne;  It  has  been 

<:>ut  of  my  power  to  discover  any  other  Record  in  the  Land 

O^ffice,  or  elsewhere,  than  those  which   I  left  Gen*  Irwine.  in 

]|f>osse8sion  of  when  I  was  at  Wilkesbarre  last  fall.     They  con- 

isted   of  I'S  A  List  of  Persons  who  had  agreed  to  purchase 

taiids  in  the  Manors  of  Stoke  and  Sunbury  (which  List  ex- 

libited  the  N".  of  the  different  Allotment8,the  price  to  be  given 

tnd   the  quantity  of  ground ;  And  2**'*,  A  large  Draught,  an 

^Dffice  Copy  of  the  two  manors  in  question,  with  the  divisions, 

^^Vhich  corresponded  with  the  above  mentioned  List  of  persons 

^^ffho  contracted  in  1771  at  Easton. 

This  Draught  I  requested  Gen'  Irwine  to  deliver  to  Thomas 
Duncan,  Eisq'. ,  at  Carlisle ;  he  may  have  done  so,  and,  in  that 
•<»«e,  I  have  written  to  that  Gentleman,  Who  will  forward   it 
-to  you,  if  it  is  in  his  keeping.     If  not,  I  presume  you  now  have 
it.     If  my  attendance  at  Wilkesbarre  could  advance  the  ob- 
jects of  your  mission,  or  promote  the  Interest  of  my  Constitu- 
ents, I  would  immediately  set  off;  or  if  you  know  of  any  par- 
ticular information  or  document  likely  to  be  serviceable  I  will 
immediately  procure  them,  if  possible. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Very  respectfully, 
Y'.  Friend,  v., 
John  R.  Coatks. 


Letter  from  William  Bingham. 

Philadelphia,  July  22^  1801. 
Sir:  I  received  your  Letter  of  the  W^  Instant,  informing 
me  (on  the  p^rt  of  the  Commissioners,)  &  some  difficulties 
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wliioh  have  oocurreil,  which  prevent  the  Coininisaianan)  mak- 
ing valuation  of  Several  ot  the  tracts  wliich  I  ounveyed  to  the 
State. 

I  will  proenre  from  the  Offloe,  anil  have  innned''^  forwarded, 
a.  reciira  of  Survey  for  the  tract  iiaiiieil  "Dublin."  This  Doc- 
ument, I  conjecture,  has  been  iniBlalil,  a*  the  returnit  of  Sor- 
vuy  of  the  whole  Quantity  have  been  transmitted. 

It  It  (ihonl<l  be  found  necessary  to  procui-e  an  order  for  sur- 
veying the  three  tnictti,  the  Boundaries  of  which  cajinot  be 
ascertained,  1  will  apply  for  the  same,  but  I  hope  on  &  further 
examination  of  the  returns  of  their  former  Survey,  they  may 
be  diBCOvered. 

I  am  aware  t  hat  the  two  trivets  recently  surveyed  by  H'.  Sam- 
bourne  are  not  Included  within  the  letter,  altho'  they  are  em- 
braced withiu  the  Spint  of  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Db'tServ.. 

William  Bin  oh  ah. 
M'.  Thdmun  iJoyd,  Wilkesbarre. 


Tetter  from  Charlei  Hnrst. 

Philadelphia.  July  37,  1801. 
tientlemen  : 

Your  favor  received.  You  desire  to  be  informed  by  what 
Authority  these  Surveys  are  made.  1  expect  by  your  seeing 
them  done  by  no  regular  Surveyor  thev  are  not  Matiefuctory  to 

The  Surveys  are  nil  from  oIr){inal  Purchasers  of  William 
Penn,  the  1"  Proprietor,  and  from  liis  Warrunts  to  his  Chil- 
dren. And  to  Arrent  Summers,  a  Punhaser  of  ."i.OOO  acres. 
Alfo  to  Sir  William  Petty,  L''  Shelbnrne's  annestor  r>,000  aorex. 
Before  the  Surveys  was  made,  Iwith  for  City  Lots  and  Country 
land,  the  Surveyor  General  wasapjilyed  to  before  oil  Gvidence, 
ilesirinK  he  would  uriler  the  Dei)Uiy  Surveyor  to  lay  them  out, 
but  he  refused,  Haying;  M',  IVniiM  iinlereii  him  to  nurvey  no 
^Id  rl){hIsaH  they  was  siile<l. 

Our  Council  or-lered  us  lo  I  luploy  any  Surveyor  we  pleaoed. 
wi<  K»t  the  rny  holt  foi'  SoniiiuiiH  laid  <.ui  by  one  Hall,  a 
Surveyor,  &  feuceil  it  up.  i:t3  feet  on  iiiark.-t  «lreet  &  SOfl  feet 
deep  Ihe  size  for  a  ii,0(MI  ikt.-h  I'urehaxi-:  they  ordered  our 
Pence  cut  .lown  &  it  yta.*  tryed  itud  the  proprietor  ctst.  when 
their  Oouncil  said  the  lott  wits  not  siirvi'veil  by  a  regular  Sur- 
veyor, we  provinl  by  AHlilavit  our  re»iue«tiii({  the  Surveyor 
General   to   do    It.  ami    bis   refiisul   nanctioned    us   in   getting 
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another,  and  the  Court  waH  satisfyed  ;  the  same  on  the  Lott 
in  market  Street  laid  out  for  Lord  Shelburne,  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  feet  and  306  deep,  with  other  Ijotts  making  about 
208  feet ;  the  Proprietor  was  ejected  out  of  the  Lott  and  M'. 
Burd  got  Judgement  for  me  in  1781  for  200  feet;  its  to  be 
found  in  Cliarles  Biddle,  Esquires,  Offlce  the  Prothonities  on  Re- 
cord. We  have  about  12,000  acres  laid  out  in  Wayne  County  by 
order  of  Gen'.  Brodhead,  who  we  employed,  &  one  John  Seely 
surveyed  them  for  him  ;  some  of  th<.m  have  been  sold  by  Gas- 
kill's  attorney,  &  sold  2,200  acres  on  Lachawannouk  Creek  to 
one  Silas  Kellogg,  &  one  Deputy  Surveyor  wanted  to  survey 
them  again.  Kellogg  came  down  for  a  Patent  for  his  2,200 
acres ;  he  waited  on  the  Board  of  Property ;  two  or  them  would 
have  gave  him  a  Patent  but  the  other  said  as  they  were  not 
surveyed  by  a  regular  surveyor  he  thought  they  should  have 
advice  before  they  did  it ;  they  then  stated  a  case  to  the  attor- 
ney general.  Jarred  Ingersoll,  Esq'.,  desiring  his  oi>inion 
whether  they  should  grant  a  patent  where  the  Land  was  laid 
out  by  a  private  Surveyor ;  his  answer  was  if  the  Person  had 
applied  to  the  Surveyor  General  &  had  been  refused,  they  had 
a  right  to  get  one  themselves;  on  that  account  a  patent  was 
granted  ;  the  opinion  is  recorded  in  their  Office  about  12  months 
since. 

There  is  no  titles  that  will  stand  the  test  better  than  the 
above. 

5  tracts  of  mine,  on  Lachawannock,  I  ha^l  ordered  M^  Daniel 
Levy,  of  Sunbury.to  eject  Samuel  and  William  Miller,  who 
have  a  Grist  and  Saw  mill  on  the  Premisses,  but  he  said  they 
would  like  to  purchase  them  of  the  State,  and  sus  I  had  seen 
Tench  Coxe,  Esquire,  some  time  before,  he  advised  me  and  M'. 
Gaskill  to  make  a  Deed  to  the  State,  but  desired  we  would  send 
our  title  first  to  him  for  Examination,  Wliich  I  did  and  he 
then  desired  me  to  send  the  Deeds  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the 
Commissioners  was  going  out. 

I  am  wishing  you  Success  in  y'  arduous  undertaking,  Gen- 
tlemen, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

Charlks  Hurst. 

P.  8.  —When  you  Gentlemen  oome  to  Philadelphia,  shall  be 
happy  to  see  you  at  my  house. 

Letter  from  Isaac  Tripp. 

Providence,  July  28,  1802. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  wish  to  inform  vou  that  T  am  interested  with  tlie  c^i^^o  <»f 
half  a  Lot  N°.  0,  in  the  town  oi*  Providence,  belonging  to  TiOdo- 
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wick  Updicke,  of  — — .  In  compliance  to  the  I^w  1  wish  to 
make  applycation  for  the  eamc,  if  consietaut,  until  he  c«n  be 
acquainted  with  the  BiisineKS. 

Oeiitlemen,  I  am,  with  ntipect.  Your  Hble  Servant, 

Isaac  Tripp. 


Letter  from  W.  A.   Tltompsan. 

WilliainS[>ort.  AugUBt  13,  1801. 
Thomati  Ijloyd,  Esq'. 

ail- :  We  received  your  letter,  dated  the  34  o(  June  last,  oon- 
trAJninK  queries  with  mspeut  to  the  lands  claimed  by  the  Heirs 
of  W".  Patterson,  deceased,  only  a  few  days  Hince,  otherwise 
ynii  may  rest  assured  it  should  not  have  remained  so  long  un- 
answered. We  have  searched  the  pai>ers  of  the  late  H'.  G-al- 
breath  Patter>i(>n,  but  hnve  not  tieen  fortunate  enough  In  flnd- 
ing  any  clue  which  can  enable  ustoanswer  fullyyourEnquirlea. 
We  Hend  a  transcript  of  the  agreement  between  Coz  and  Pat- 

We  apprehend  the  probable  source  for  obtainini;  any  Infor- 
mation with  regard  to  what  Bnrveya  have  been  made  will  be 
the  Land  Olllce,  Where  we  Khali,  t»  wxm  as  possible,  direct  our 
Attention,  and  the  facts,  which  can  Im ascertained,  shall  befor- 
wanleii  to  you  without  ilelay. 

We  are.  Sir,  With  respect. 

Your  Obed-  Servant. 

W.  A.  Thoufsok. 
John  Rosk. 


Letter  from  John  R.  Coaies. 

Philad.,  Aug*.  IB.  IWl. 
Oentlemen ; 

I  attende<lasHO(manposaibl<>  to  procure  such  docum"  as  your 
lost  letter  informed  me  were  necessary  for  you.  It  is  impoSHi- 
l»le  for  me  to  wait  personally  on  yon.  nor  do  I  think  it  will  l>e 
deeniPd  necessary,  aft^r  the  Reit'  of  the  Package  in  which  this 
is  enclosed.  1  believe  that  the  |>a]H>rM  now  tent  will  afford  all 
the  elucidation  which  you  require,  and  all  which  I  hare  been 
able  to  obtain. 

1  remain,  Sir.  very  respectf"^. , 

Your  mos.  (H).  Servant, 

.loHN  R.   COATKS. 
When  you  have  no  further  use  for  the  Draught  &  List  I  will 
he  ol)liged  by  y'  ret"  them. 
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Letter  from  P.  Snyder. 

East  on,  Aug'.  19,  1803. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  E8q^ 

Sir :  We  have  delayed  acknowledging  your  favour  of  the  14th 
Ult"  (Wherein  you  mention  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  procure 
(certified  copies  of  the  Returns  of  Survey  of  the  Lands  owned  or 
claimed  by  our  testator,  M^  Peter  Kachlein,  dececused),  untili 
we  had  wrote  to  a  friend  at  Lancaster  to  make  searches  in  the 
Jjand  Office,  and  Certify  to  us  the  facts  how  he  shall  have  found 
them.  We  have  this  week  received  his  answer.  Who  informs 
us  that  there  are  no  returns  of  Survey  filed  in  the  Office,  he 
therefore  has  sent  us  copies  of  the  original  Warrants  and  Ap- 
plications, Which  the  Surveyor  General  has  directed  to  M'.  Sam- 
bourne,  to  eiiecute  and  make  return  thereof  into  the  Surveyor 
Gen'\  Office.  How  to  proceed  in  the  business  now  we  are  totally 
at  a  loss.  We  as  Executors  know  nothing  at  all  about  the  Sit- 
uation of  the  Land  called  for  in  the  Warrants,  &^ ,  and  perhaps 
never  will  be  able  to  find  the  identical  spot ;  for  these  reasons, 
we  did  not  now  forward  the  Warrants  to  M'.  Sambourne.  We 
would,  therefore,  beg  the  favour  of  your  Consulting  with  that 
Gentleman,  and  if  not  too  troublesome  for  you  to  be  so  obliging 
as  to  write  us  p'  mail  advising  Wliat  in  your  opinion  We  had 
beHt  to  do  in  the  business.  Your  compliance  will  be  gratefully 
Acknowledged  by 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

P.  Snydbr. 

For  myself  and  the  other  executors  Luzerne  County. 


Letter  from  Aaron  Levy. 

Philadelphia,  August  26,  1801. 
M'.  Thomas  Lloyd. 

Sir :  The  above  Lands  conveyed  by  me  to  the  State  are  held 
by  locationn  dated  in  April,  1769,  and  which  were  lodged  in  the 
Deputy  Surveyor's  hands  to  be  executed  and  returned  to  the 
Office.  From  III  health  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  at  Lan- 
caster, and  the  Dfts.  I  could  obtain  I  enclose  you  ;  so  soon  as  I 
can  procure  the  Copy's  of  any  of  the  other  tracts  I  will  forward 
them  to  you. 

I  am.  Sir,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

Aaron  Lkvy. 

Draughts  herewith  transmitted  :  John  Wolf,  308.  2.  26 :  George 
Tanner,  302}. 
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Letter  from  P.  Snyder. 

East  on,  Sep'.  2,  1801. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  E8q^ 

Sir :  Your  favor  of  the  36th  UJt*  was  duly  received  by  me  p^ 
Mail,  &  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in 
the  Enquiry,  and  of  informing  your  advice  on  the  Subject; 
therefore,  agreeable  to  the  same,  I  herewith  enclose  the  Copies 
of  the  Warrants  and  Applications  which  we  have  procured  from 
the  Land  Office,  and  by  the  further  favor  of  your  putting^  them 
into  the  hands  of  M^  Sam  bourne,  for  him  to  Execute  if  possi. 
ble,  and  further,  to  assure  that  (ientlem**  that  I  should  also 
have  sent  on  his  fees.  If  I  had  known  the  amount,  and  had  not 
dreaded  the  risque  of  some  accident  that  might  hap|>en  if  this 
letter  was  miscarried  before  it  reached  you ;  that  so  soon  as  the 
service  is  performed  M^  Sambourne  will  be  so  obliging  as  to 
make  out  his  acc'ts.  and  draw  on  me  in  favour  of  any  person 
he  may  think  proper;  that  the  reasonable  and  legal  amount 
thereof  shall  be  honour  at  sight,  or  paid  to  himself,  if  he  should 
happen  to  come  thro'  this  place,  leaving  the  option  of  oonven- 
iency  entirely  to  himself. 

1  am,  with  respect. 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

P.  Snydrr. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Esq'. 

[In  the  above  letter  the  following  Warrants  were  transmitted 
to  M'.  S..  Dy.  Surveyor:  Peter  Conrad,  Henry  Schreider, 
Michael  Kocher,  Christ.  Wolf,  Jacob  Millar,  May,  1774.] 


Letter  from  Putnam  Catlin. 

Sept.  25,  1801. 
To  Thomas  ('ooper.  Esq'. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  considered  the  contents  of  your  obligint^ 
note  of  the  11"'  Instant,  &  have  agreed  to  waive  the  exception 
contained  in  my  oath  of  single  title.  t)ecause  I  agree  in  opinion 
with  vou,  that  the  form  of  the  oath  prescribed  in  the  act  meant 
no  reference  to  a  title  claiined  under  the  confirming  law,  &  be- 
cause I  have  no  disposition  to  reserve  any  point  or  quibble  for 
the  decision  of  the  Hoard  of  Property. 

Since  that  Board  intend  fonnally  to  object  to  granting  pat- 
ents, where  the  oath  shall  be  thus  inodilie<l,  it  would  not  be 
])rudent  for  me  to  sjiin  ont  the  Controvi^r.-^y  in  a  dispute alK>nt 
words  mert»ly.    1  am  anxions  t<>  hr.ve  th(*act  carried  into  Eflfect, 
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ii^  faraH  i>os8ible,  and  as  soon  as  convenient;  it  will,  therefore, 
bo  very  far  from  my  intention  to  introduce  difficulty  in  any 
stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Should  it  ever  happen  that  this  act  shall  be  repealed,  de- 
feated, or  not  carried  into  Effect,  so  that  1  may  be  driven  to 
rest  ray  title  on  something  else,  I  shall  trust  there  will  be  too 
much  magnanimity  and  Justice  in  the  State  of  Penns'.  to  suf- 
fer any  advantage  to  be  taken  or  attempted,  by  reason  of  the 
form  of  said  oath. 

I  hope  the  (commissioners  will  not  believe  that  the  exception 
relative  to  the  confirming  law  was  introduced  into  the  oath  for 
any  other  purpose  than  as  a  necessary  caution.  Considering 
the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  claim^  under  that  law 
stand,  especially  since  so  much  has  been  said,  written  and  pub- 
lished, by  one  of  the  Membdrs  of  the  Board  of  Property,  about 
Submission  of  claim,  abandonment  of  claim,  and  of  final  and 
fatal  Non  pros. 

I  am.  Sir,  Y^  obliged  and  humble  Servant, 

Putnam  Catlin. 
Tho*.  Cooper,  Esq. 


Jjelter  fro7n  Rev.  William  Smith. 

Phila,,  Oct.,  1801. 

Sir :  Your  letter  of  July  14  came  to  the  hands  of  my  Son  Wil- 
liam, when  I  was  absent  in  Maryland,  at  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, &  I  write  these  few  lines  from  this  place  on  a  Journey  to 
Huntingdon,  Bedford,  &^,  if  I  am  able  to  make  it  out. 

The  queries  in  your  letter  are  very  proper,  and  shew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  &  yourself  to  the  tedious  and  trouble- 
some business  of  the  Commission.  But  that  it  should  be  laid 
under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  owners  of  Lands  ceded  to 
the  State,  for  the  Purpose  of  (accommodation),  requesting 
from  them  not  only  Drafts,  but  the  Title  Rights  of  the  Lands 
ceded.  Surely  the  Officers  of  the  Land  Office  were  able  to  fur- 
nish these,  and  they  are  the  Judges,  with  advice  of  the  State 
of  the  State  law  Officers,  of  the  Validity  of  the  Titles  &  claims, 
and  ttie  Drafts  of  the  returns  of  Survey  are  easily  to  be  found 
in  the  Surveyor  General's  Office,  if  it  ))e  under  any  proper  ar- 
rangements &  it  is  his  duty  to  furnish  them,  for  few  of  the 
owners  will  take  that  trouble.  Some  cannot  copy  Drafts,  and 
many  have  no  copies  of  the  Drafts  of  their  Land,  &^ 

As  to  my  partnership  Contracts,  the  Commissioners  may  de- 
pend they  are  valid  ;  they  liave  been  exhibited  to  the  former 
Land  officers;  the  Substance  of  my  Contracts  with  John  Coxe 
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is  expressed  properly  in  the  same,  and  cover  everything  I  claim 
in  my  release  to  the  State,  and  if  my  Co-partners  have  mi8- 
takeiL  or  mistated  their  Shares,  that  is  to  be  adjusted  after- 
wards, and  I  cannot  see  how  or  why  the  Comm'rs  should  be  at  a 
loss  to  proceed,  because  they  do  not  know  the  precise  chain  of 
title,  or  particular  Share  of  every  person  who  has  released. 
If  it  were  to  be  presumed  that  the  Names  or  Persons  of  Claim- 
ants, could  have  any  influence  over  the  Commissioners,  it  were 
better  they  knew  not  either  of  them,  but  only  to  proceed  to 
value  the  tracts  according  to  Justice,  and  their  powers  hav- 
ing only  the  returns  of  Survey  and  the  names  of  the  original 
Warrantees,  without  any  regard  to  mesne  Conveyances  or  who 
may  be  the  present  owners. 

It  surprizes  me  to  hear  you  say  "That  I  have  not  stated  any 
**  chain  of  title  to  the  Surveys  in  the  names  of  Richard  Bmith 
"(my  Son)  John  Parkinson  and  Simon  Armstrong."  I  have 
regular  Conveyances  from  them  all,  such  as  is  usual  forobtain> 
ing  a  patent,  and  how  could  it  be  supposed  I  would  release  to 
or  trifle  with  tho  State,  unless  I  had  such  title?  The  same  is 
the  case  respecting  the  answer  to  your  other  Queries;  except 
so  far  as  respects  my  authority  from  the  Representatives  of 
John  Lukens.  That  was  derived  from  his  Executors  and  my 
Son  Charles,  as  the  x\geiu,  and  a^  Executor  to  Laurence  Keene, 
will  confirm  it. 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the 
whole  Survey  of  Abraham's  Plains, divided  into  lots,  with  the 
names  of  the  owners,  certifyed  by  the  late  John  Lukens.  I  de- 
posited it  two  (lays  ago  witli  tlie  present  Surveyor  General  at 
Lancaster,  wlio  promised  to  make  out  a  Copy  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  Commi.ssioners  in  a  few  days. 

Excuse  this  hasty  Scrawl.     If  you  can  And  a  Conveyance  to 
Huntingdon    and  have  anything  further  to   enquire  of   nie, 
whereby  my  answer  can  expedite  the  business  of  the  Comin*^*. , 
I  shall  be  glad  ^o  hear  from  you  anv  time  l)efore  the  10th  Nov. 
Direct  to  my  Son  Richard,  who  lives  at  Huntingdon. 

I  am.  Sir,  Y\  most  fuimble  Serv*., 

W™.  Smith. 


Letter  from  WilUani  Mouttjointry. 

Danville,  Oct.  15,  1801. 
Dear  Sir : 

By  Post  I  received  yonr  note  rolative  to  the  minutes  of  the 
Commissioners  under  tin*  confirining  law.  1  do  not  recollect 
that   I  have  ever  seen    tliein   sIikm*  \vt*  were  broken  up,  but  I 
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have  always  underetood  that  Col.  Pickerinfj^  and  Griffith  Evans 
took  them  with  them  to  Philad".  and  lodged  them  with  the  iSii- 
T>reme  Executive  of  Penns".  ;  but  how  they  should  have  gotten 
into  the  hands  of  M^  Bradley  at  Washington  I  can't  conceive* 
unless  they  had  l)een  first  copied  before  they  were  lodged  in 
Council ;  but  this  is  conjecture.     I  know  nothing  more  of  them. 

1  am,. Sir,  Y'.  ob.  Servt., 

W°*.  MOA'TOOMKRY. 

M'.  Th».  Cooper. 


Ltlter  from  Matthias  Hollenhack, 

Po  Thomas  Cooper,  John  Steele,  William  Wilson,  Esquires, 
Commissioners  for  hereing  Disputes  between  Connecticut 
Settlers,  &«. 

Wilkesbarre,  Oct.  12,  1801. 
.  Trent  lem  en: 

I  have  objections  against  the  present  Plan  of  Survey  of  the 
Dwo  back  tier  of  town  lots  in  Wilkeslmrre,  say  the  second  Divi- 
■sion  Lots,  numbered  as  follows,  viz:  in  the  first  tier,  N°.  88,  37, 
B6,  35,  34,  33,  32,  31,  30,  29,  28  &  27,  and  in  the  second,  or  back 
Tier,  N?.  50,  49.  48,  47,  46,  45,  44,  43,  42,  41,  40  and  37,  alledging 
^hat  there  is  more  land  taken  into  the  Length  of  the  said  lots 
^hen  they  are  entitled  to,  and  by  which  mains  the  Land  so 
"taken  into  the  before  going  lots  is  taken  off  of  my  third  division 
or  back  lots  (that  is  in  part),  N^  36,  37,  38,  30  and  40.  I  wish 
.a  delay  of  the  (Certificates  being  granted  to,  or  that  Patents 
may  not  issue  to  Joseph  Slocum,  Eb'.  S locum,  Benjamin  Perry, 
Jacob  Johnston,  John  P.  Schott,  Putnam  Catlin,  Hugh  Con- 
nor, Jesse  Fell,  Samuel  Bowman.  Jacob  Hart  and  W".  Ross,  or 
finy  one  else,  on  any  of  the  beforegoing  Division  Lots,  as  the 
fiiay  be  numbered,  untill  I  may  be  regularly  heard  before  the 
:^ard  of  Commissioners,  or  untill  there  may  be  a  Suit  entered 
>xi  the  cause  at  common  law. 

Matthias  Hollenback. 


Lttiti  Jrom  John  Eving,  Jun. 

Philadelphia,  Dec'.  3,  1801. 

Sir :  Hearing  that  you  have  returned  to  Ijancaster,  I  take 

i^he  liberty  of  requesting  you  to  inform  me  whether  the  Lands 

belonging  to  my  father,  in  partnership  with  Conyngham,  Nes- 

bit,  and  the  heirs  of  Charles  Stewart,  situate  in  Nanticoke  and 
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Jticob'it  Plainx.  have  bee 
m  ill  auch  a  Hituntlon  tht 
upon  K<>in|;  to  Lancaster  for  it, 

A  line  in  answer  to  tliie  as  soon  as  convenient  will  greatly 
oblige  ufi.    We  are  now  much  in  want  of  tliat  Money,  whiob  we 
should  liave  received  many  yearx  einue. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed'. ,  hble  Servt. , 
J".  EwiNa,  Jo»'. 
'riiomaH  Cooper,  Efq'. 


Letter  from  John  Mulhallon. 

Easton,  Dec'.  14,  ISOl. 
Dear  Sir:  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seelDg  you  in  the  fJity, 
I  metttioned  to  you  toinform  me  with  respeetto  a  Bmall  bock 
track  of  Land  lying  on  the  Mouth  of  Laokwany,  wit  ha  Saw  Mil 
on  it;  the  information  1  wiali  to  have,  Whoib  tlie  rail  Ooanectl- 
ciit  Claitnent,  and  who  the  Pensylvania  proprietorH?  If  relin- 
quished. What  the  valuation  Ik  and  any  other  matter  material 
for  me  to  know,  in  order  to  obtain  an  indisputable  title  for  the 
name ;  this  information  1  wish  you  to  oommunloate  me  by  poet 
as  soon  as  posable,  as  my  intention  Is  to  proscede  through  that 
Country  to  the  pented  post  about  Chrisamus.  You  attention 
lo  the  Subject  will  ever  be  reuit^inbered  by  your  Sincere  friend 
and  humble  Berv'. , 

John  Mdlha.i;ix>ii. 
Tliomas  Lloyd,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  D.   H.    Cottyttgham. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  87,  1808. 

I  received  yournoteinanswer  to  my  application  of  last  Even- 
ing.    It  has  distressed  me  lieyond  anything  I  have  met  wltb,  , 
and  altho"  I  must  not  call  in  question  any  offloial  determlua- 
tion,  yet  you  will  allow  me  personally  to  state  my  situation,  and 
to  iKjg.  if  in  your  pow.:r,  you  will  render  me  such  assistance 

EnibarraNHfd  in  Circumstances,  from  a  loo  great  confidence 
in  foruifr  friends.  I  ha vo  retired  from  every  Business  but  a 
Liquidation  of  tlie  aiTairs  of  Co'.  Nesbitt  and  Co.,  from  whom 
there  are  sev.^ral  lieavy  P^bts  still  due.  for  wliich  Mortgages 
on  my  property  about  tlie(!ity  are  given,  and  if  pressed  to  Sale 
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and  really  put  up  would  bring  but  little  in  proportion  to  its 
co8t  and  value  at  this  unfortunate  moment ;  to  the  Banks  we 
have  also  a  Sum  to  pay  and  having  given  to  our  Endorsers  an 
engagement  to  apply  the  amount  of  our  Lands  Surrendered  to 
the  State,  they  have  indulged  us  by  renewing  our  paper  to  this 
moment,  but  on  my  return  to  the  City  with  your  Letter  I 
dreud  a  stop  co  the  whole,  and  an  accumulation  of  distress 
will  fall  upon  me ;  perhaps,  therefore,  some  plan  for  my  private 
relief  can  be  suggested,  &  as  besides  our  own  part  the  Estate  of 
Colonel  Stewart  owe  us  a  debt  of  D".  5,000,  Which  they  can 
only  repay  from  the  Certificates;  a  general  Schedule  of  the 
Lands  surveyed,  with  the  acres  and  value,  might  enable  me 
to  induce  one  of  the  Banks  to  relieve  me,  giving  up  our  Claim  on 
the  Certificates  when  issued  by  you  to  their  order ;  as  it  would 
be  signed  by  y^  Clerk,  no  other  use  could  be  made  of  it,  and 
when  you  conbider  I  am  in  fact  deprived  of  all  title  by  my  Act 
of  Surrender,  I  hope  my  private  distresses  will  lead  you  to  ap- 
prove of  this  or  suggest  some  mode  equally  satisfactory. 

I  again  Apologize  for  my  Importunity,  but  hope  your  Friend- 
ship for  me  will  excuse  me. 

I  shall  leave  town  to-morrow  morning  if  the  weather  will 
allow  me,  and  am,  with  regard, 

Y'.  h'bleServ^, 

D.   H.  CONYNQHAM. 


Letter  from  CoL  Francis  Johnston. 

Blookley  near  Philad'.,  July  80,  1801. 
Gentlemen : 

Your  Letter  of  the  14  Inst,  came  duly  to  hand,  in  reply  for 
which  I  have  enclosed  for  your  perusal  a  List  of  Patents,  &"•. , 
belonging  to  the  Estate  of  Lawrence  Keene,  dec*.,  but  Whether 
they,  or  any  of  them,  are  situate  within  the  Seventeen  Town- 
ships I  cannot  say,  not  having  in  my  possession  the  line  of 
these  townships. 

There  are  two  or  three  tracts  in  which  the  Estate  of  Law- 
rence Keene  is  also  interested,  lying  in  Bently's  creek,  above 
Tyoga,  and  adjoining  the  N.  York  line;  but  whether  these 
are  within  or  without  the  Townships,  for  the  reason  already 
a.ssigned,  I  cannot  tell.  I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
furnish  you  with  documents  relating  to  the  specific  tracts,  hav- 
ing no  papers  in  my  ijoss^e.ssion  but  the  Patents. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Francis  Johnston. 

Mess".  Cooper,  Steele,  &  Wilson,  Comm'rs,  &**. 
23— Vol.  XVIII. 


Patents  N*.  429, 
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dated 24  May,  1788,  Major  Keene,  Luz.  Co., 


106, 

381, 


GOO. 

5oa 


All  in  the  new  Parchase. 

Patent  to  Lawrence  Keene,  dat.  0  Jan.,  1784.  808,  North* 
County,  situate  in  Augusta  townithip. 

Warr'  anil  Survey  t«  Lawrence  Keene.  July  17,  1787,  SOft 

A  small  tract  in  Lycoming,  then  North*  Co.,  U7. 

Patent  to  the  Eiecutort)  in  trust,  dat.  13  Ap. ,  1797,  99j,  aitaatn 
in  AuguHta. 

Ditto,  Ditto,  12  April,  17117,388.  Bttuate  in  Washington  Town- 


Letter  from  William  ihiiii' 

EaBton,  May  31,  1803. 
Denr  Sir: 

Yours  of  the  38"  Instant  I  received,  and  in  answer  bng  leave 
to  inform  you  tliat  I  liave  obtained  the  release  spoken  of 
(signed  Tlioinas  Hayes)  and  transmited  the  same  to  T»nch 
Coxe,  Esquire,  in  Nov. ,  1800,  which  you  will  find  amongst  your 
relutixes.  I  have  recently  been  informed  that  Hays  conveyed 
ti)  Col.  Stewart,  who  conveyed  ti>  Conynghain,  Nesbitt  and 
Ca  30  Years  ago,  that  the  r^lse  Hays  has  no  title.  My  respeotij 
tocieneral  Steele,  M'.  Wilson  &  Ooi.  Home. 

Yours  truly, 

W-.  Dkawe. 
Thuiuas  Cooi>er,  Esq'. 


Jitter  from  Judge  Jesxe  Fell. 

Wilkesbarre.  May  39,  1803. 

Sir:  In  complianrewith  the  reqnewt  oftlio  Commissioners,  or 

the  3((th   Instant,  I  waited   on   Livwienue  Myers,  Esq'.,  who  1 

umlerstooil  wiut  inlerestiHl  in  the  lownship  of  Northmoreland  ; 

we  called  on  Captain  Oulhi|i,  SirfT.  Dorranoe  and  John    Dor- 


I,  who  are  all  considerably  intereste<l  i 


the  SI 


PENNSYLVANIA  CLAlMANTa  355 

Bhip;  they  agreed  to  call  a  town  meeting  next  fryday  in  that 
Township.  1  understood  M'.  Myers  was  considered  as  town 
Clerk  and  agreed  to  advertise  the  meeting.  M'.  Gralhip  in- 
formed me  that  he  was  in  possession  of  a  certified  Plan  of  the 
township  of  Northmoreland,  the  original  field  Book  of  Parks 
tliat  surveyed  it,  and  also  a  List  of  original  Proprietors,  but 
declined  giving  up  the  Plan  until  a  town  meeting  was  called, 
or  he  refunded  the  Expences  he  had  been  at  in  obtaining  it ; 
these  Gentlemen  i)ropo8ed  having  Committees  appointed  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  town,  Collect  i>a|>ers,  &**.,  and  com- 
ply with  the  request  of  the  Commissioners  without  delay,  and 
informed  me  that  ic  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  into 
Northmoreland,  as  they  would  take  every  step  Necessary  in 
the  business. 

Then  taking  with  me  Sh'ff  Dorranoe,  who  very  obligingly  ac- 
companied me  to  the  house  of  M'.  John  Jenkins,  I  told  M^ 
Jenkins  I  waited  on  him  with  an  arrent  from  the  State  Com- 
missioners. I  had  a  memoranda  of  my  business  and  would 
hand  it  to  him  for  his  information  ;  after  rea<ling  it  he  replied 
he  did  not  know  the  Gentlemen,  that  he  had  no  business  with 
them,  or  had  he  any  papers  for  them ;  that  he  had  no  papers 
but  his  own,  and  that  he  should  not  deliver  the  papers  to  any 
Pennsylvanian ;  that  he  was  not  town  Clerk  of  Exeter,  nor  did 
he  know  who  was  town  Clerk  ;  that  he  did  not  want  his  Land 
surveyed  ;  if  he  did  he  could  do  it  himself.  I  saw  M'.  Jenkins 
the  next  day  at  the  house  of  M^  Barnum,  at  Pittstown,  he  re- 
quested to  see  my  memoranda,  which  I  handed  to  him ;  he 
again  replied,  he  should  deliver  none  of  his  papers  to  any  Penn- 
sylvanian. M^  Dorrance  informed  that  Peter  Harris,  James 
Scovell  and  Moses  Scovell  were  proper  persons  to  apply  to.  I 
then  waited  on  James  Scovell ;  he  informed  me  that  Moses 
Scovell  had  acted  as  town  Clerk  and  shew'd  one  part  of  a 
plan  of  Exeter;  it  contained  only  some  lots  on  the  river  with- 
out distance  or  Number,  which  I  considered  could  be  of  No  Ser- 
vice to  the  Commissioners.  I  then  waited  on  Peter  Harris  and 
Moses  Scovell.  Moses  Scovell  informed  me  he  was  not  what  was 
called  proi)rietors  Clerk,  and  that  he  only  acted  as  Clerk  at 
their  township  Elections;  the  information  was  generally  that 
all  the  papers  were  destroyed  in  the  Indian  Wars;  they  pro- 
posed to  call  a  town  meeting  and  take  immediate  steps  to  come 
before  the  Commissioners  with  their  claims. 

I  next  proceeded  to  providence  township.     1  waited  on  Esq'. 
Searl,  Who  informed  me  that  he  ha<l  some  papers  belonging 
to  this  Township  which  he  was  willing  to  give  me,  but  thought 
it  better  to  deliver  them  to  a  Committee  of  the  town  ;  he  in- 
formed me  that  Reuben  Taylor  was  town  Clerk.     I  then  waited 
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oil  M'.  Taylor,  who  inforiiied  me  that  he  had  no  other  papers 
than  a  ffvi  town  Votes ;  that  wliat  |>a|>«rn  there  were  respeot- 
hiK  thie  Township  were  in  the  hands  of  Esquire  Searle;  tbat 
he  by  request  liuil  advertixeil  town  meeting  to  be  held  next 
Thurxday,  un  other  iiniiorlarit  Business  to  the  Township,  and 
went  with  me  to  Isaaa  Tripp,  whose  Father  had  obtained  the 
firaiit  of  the  Township 

M'.  Tripp  informed  lis  that  all  their  orlifinal  papers  were  de- 
Btroyed  in  tlio  Indian  Wars,  hut  expected  they  were  on  Record  ; 
they  proposed  to  notify  those  concerned,  and  attend  to  the 
request  of  the  Commissioners  without  delay.  I  TRtumed,  be- 
lieving from  the  general  disposition  that  these  TowDshlpe  'will 
he  Ijefore  the  Comiuissiouers  in  a  few  days. 

Jkssb  Fblu 


Representation  of  the  Settlers. 

Salem,  June  8,  1803. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissi  oners  for  carrying  into  Execution 
the  Act  of  4'"  April,  1798,  entitled  an  Act  for  compensation  tu 
Penna*.  Claimants  of  certain  Lands  within  tlie  IT  townships  in 
the  County  of  Luzerne. 

The  Subscribers,  a  Committee  Bpi>ointed  by  the  Connecticut 
SettlerR,  residing  within  the  township  of  Salem,  for  that  par- 
pose,  bet;  leave  to  address  upon  the  subject  of  their  olainis. 
The  township  of  Salem  was  regularly  granted  by  the  Susqae- 
hannah  Comi>any,  and  every  condition  requisite  to  vest  in  the 
Proprietors  every  right  or  lot  in  s'  township  was  proni  ptly  f  al- 
filled.  Kut  from  the  intervention  of  tiie  revolutionary  war 
some  rights  in  the  said  Township  were  nut  improved  noroonu- 
pied,  until  since  the  Decree  of  Trenton. 

The  Settlers,  therefore,  wish  to  lie  informed  from  those  Cir- 
cumstances wether  the  Township  of  Salem  generally  Comes 
within  the  act  or  not.  If  not,  wether  the  rights  or  lot«  unoc- 
cupied from  the  Circumstances  af"'  are  excluded.  An  Answer 
from,  the  Board  to  those  questions  will  much  oblige. 
We  are.  Gentlemen, 

Your  mo.  Ubt.  Hamltle  Servants, 
Alexandrr  Jamibon, 
Nathan  Brach. 

Comtnittee. 
Mess".  Thomas  riio[>er,  Uenerul  Steele,  William  Wilson. 
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Letter  frovi   William  Hlocum. 

June  3,  1802. 

To  the  honorable  Commissioners  now  setting  in  Wilkesbarre 
to  Put  into  Execution  the  act  of  April  4,  1799,  entitled  an  Act 
for  offering  Compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  of 
certain  Lands  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  &^,  &,''. 

Whereas  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  re8[>ecting  the  8ale  of  our 
Public  Lands  in  the  township  of  Pittstown,  as  1  aiA  told  the 
honorable  Commissioners  do  not  cognize  the  Sale  of  Lands  in 
the  same  situation  in  other  townships,  I  humbly  ask  an  answer 
in  writing,  as  "we  are  to  have  a  town  meeting  to-morrow,  by 
which  means  we  shall  be  able  of  conducting  our  Business 
regular.  I  ask  this  as  I  am  one  of  the  Committee  that  sold 
the  land  ;  if  it  is  inconsistant  with  your  manner  of  Duing  Bus- 
iness, I  hoi^  your  honor  will  excuse  me  for  the  lil>erty  I  take. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Youy  very  humble  Servant, 

William  Slocum. 
Tho'.  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Aiisuier  to  the  above, 

June  3,  1802. 

The  better  way  will  be  for  the  Inhabitants  at  a  town  meet- 
ing to  appoint  a  Committee  to  apply  for  the  Lands  as  trustees 
on  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  Town ;  the 
sooner  this  is  done- the  better. 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Representation  from  Berwick. 

Berwick,  June  12»\  at  5  o  clock,  1802. 

We  the  people  of  Berwick,  at  Common  Council,  met  and 
think  it  our  duty  to  give  your  Honours  an  early  notice  of  our 
Situations.  We  understand  that  they  have  had  a  meeting  in 
Salem  Township,  and  they  have  unanimously  agreed  to  sup- 
port each  other  to  git  the  whole  Township  or  not  to  let  you 
come  into  the  Township  to  settle  the  disputes.  We  holding 
Pennsylvania  titles,  which  we  have  purchased  at  a  high  rate, 
laying  in  the  lower  Eadge  of  Salem  Township,  we  think  to  be 
enabled  to  prove  by  some  of  the  old  Settlers  that  they  did  not 
settle  under  the  Connecticut  title,  and  further,  that  there  is 
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KBveral  lotu  fn  tlio  low«r  end  of  the  Towntibip  ttiat  tbey  cannot 
prove  the  settlement  of  tliem  before  the  Decree  of  Trintown, 
which  the  luwtr  lot  runs  In  our  I>nnd  anil  likely  will  take  away 
the  water  worlcH.  fltihery  and  ferry,  which  may  In  time  be  val- 
uable ;  which  is  (granted  to  the  Town  by  the  BID  of  rights ;  hard 
It  appears  to  us.  being  the  Frontlera  in  this  disputed  Country 
anil  haveiiig  our  Deedn  of  Laud  frnm  tlii-  Btate,  being  in  peace- 
able powtession,  we  eonflde  in  your  honours  that  where  they 
cannot  prove  up  the  Bettleinent  of  those  LotH  uuder  Oonnec- 
tlniit  to  the  very  Extent  of  the  law  in  the  lower  end  of  Balein, 
that  you  will  not  think  it  proper  to  grant  them  a  Certifloate  for 
their  Lands. 
But  they  say  that  they  can  prove  up  20  Settlers. 

WiLLiAU  Bryan,  Clerk. 
Mess".  Cooper,  Steele  and  Wilson,  Elsq'''. 


Jiepresentation  from  Kingston. 
King»iton,  Wednesday,  27  minits  past  8  a.  m. 
To  the  honourable  the  State  ConiuiissionerB  appointed  under 

the  Act  of  1T0». 
(Ji'ntleinen  : 

The  Committee  of  Kingston  seixe  the  earliest  moment  tontate 
til  your  Hoanl  that  until  your  decision  is  made  known,  where 
ilie  middle  line  of  the  Town  in  by  your  opinion  established, 
il  will  be  necessary  for  tbein  to  make  any  enquiries  as  to  the 
i-ear  BotinilH  of  the  town,  as  the  west  corner  Is  Vague  and  U'. 
<'iioper  gave  his  oppinion  Yesterday  ;  notwithstanding  all  tbat 
was  shewn  the  north  Corner  Bounds  remaine<]  indefinite. 
Khould  it  be  your  oppinion  that  the  ancient  Corners  and  the 
lines  run  by  M'.  Woodworth  are  of  no  Conxequence ;  then  the 
objects  of  the  proprietors  of  Kingston  cannot  l>e  obtained  thro' 
the  medium  of  their  Committee,  agreeable  to  the  votes  of  their 
meetini;,  vir,:  that  a  Committee  be  ap{>ointed  to  assist  tho 
State  Burveyor  to  asi-ertnin  the  old  lines  and  Bounds  of  sail) 
town  and  the  lines  of  the  bead  of  every  tier  of  lotts  in  said 
town  as  run  by  M'.  Woodworth. 

Wesliiiiilil  not  have  hesitated  a  moment  on  the  propriety  of 
the  oliji-rt  in  view  in  our  appointment,  had  not  M'.  Cooper 
have  said  "We  will  liii  the  corner  whare  we  pifate,  and  order 
•■our  Biirvpyor  lo  run  the  line  as  we  please,  iind  give  Certifl- 
'■cate«,&''."  Bhoiild  tliiKbeMieotipiniiiiiof  vourHoardln  Bank, 
the  Committee  consiilur  their  apiKiintment  useless  and  their 
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superceded,  and  may  not  pay  any  farther  attenti< 
Is^nqiiiry.     Wait  the  issue. 

Gentlemen, 
^%xrith  all  due  respect  we 

subscribe  ourselves  your  mo.  ob*. 

and  very  humble  Serv'ts, 

B.  Carpbntkr, 
B.  Smith, 

Committee. 

is  Iietter  no  answer  was  returned.     See  the  notes  tak< 
ime  of  the  trial  upon  the  contested  Line,  where  all  tl 
i  T3fjfs  are  accurately  reported.  ] 


Letter  from  Abraham  Van  Courtright, 

Bloom  Township,  Northumberland  Count 

June  17th,  1803. 


en 


^o 


received   Enformation  that  three  Lots,  East  side 

r,  lying  in  the  manner  above   Button  wood,  on  the  ] 

he   river,  about  one  mile  below  Wilkesberry  town,  : 

nty  of  Luzerne,  distinguished  by  Numbers  thirty-si 

even  and  thirty-Eight,  Has  Been    Released  by  son 

~^vania  Claimant  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  provided  f< 

rpose  and  releasing  their  claim.     But  the  rail  title  fi 

-  8  is  invested  in  myself  the  Subscriber  and  Beni  Hund 

in  the  Year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Sevent 

purchased  the  same  of  Philip  Johnston,  as  the  r£ 

then  invested  in  s*^  Johnston,  and  neither  of  us  hi 

^  any  part  of  the  said  lots  to  the  State. 

lemeu,  I  would  not  wish  to  be  tedious,  but  if  you  plea 

rm  the  Bearer,  M'.   Mundy,  and  also  write  a  few  lin 

liow  the  business  stands. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  Yours,  &**., 

ABRAHAM  V^    COURTRIOHT. 

honorable  Body  of  Commissioners  app*. ,  &*. 


Letter  from  Hamuel  Jackson. 

Berwick,  June  21,  1802. 
lemen : 

erein  send  you  a  Plan  of  our  town,  marked  as  near  as  po 
^  with  a  chain  shewing  near  the  middle  of  Water  lot  N**.  1 
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18  in  the  township  of  Salem  ;  one  Draft  surveyed  from  the  Town 
land  for  Jacob  Smithers  adjoining  the  Town  plan^  and  Land 
surveyed  for  Alexander  Patterson, and  also  s**  Patterson's  Draft 
occupied  by  or  for  W".  Bryan  since  ihe  year  '88,  for  your  peru- 
sal, and  if  it  should  suit  you,  when  you  remove  your  offices 
for  Salem,  You  may  be  accommodated  in  the  Town  of  Berwic, 
and  in  Salem  on  Lot  N®.  16  with  a  tolerable  two  Story  house, 
rent  free,  now  unoccupied,  where  I  expect  you  can  be  accom- 
modated as  reasonable  and  as  genteel  as  in  any  part  of  this 
Country.  I  therefore  submit  all  to  your  Superior  judfinnent, 
and  remain,  with  due  respect. 

Your  real 

Friend,  &*. , 

Samubl  Jackson. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Gen.  Steele,  &  William  Wilson,  Esq".,  Com- 
missioners. 
P.  8.  —Please  to  excuse  bad  writing, as  the  mail  is  just  closing. 


Letter  from  Reuben  Taylor. 

Providence,  July  15,  1802. 
Sir :  Pleas  to  let  the  Bearer,  Daniel  Taylor,  have  the  Eztracks 
from  M^  Hart's  office  that  belong  to  me,  which  I  left  at  the 
Commissioners  office  when  I  exhibited  my  clame,  my  Deeds 
refers  to  th«  Partition  of  the  Estate  of  Jedediah  Hoyt,  deceist, 
and  shall  want  the  said  papers  to  describe  the  bounds  to  the 
Surveyors. 

One  pa|>er  the  order  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  one  D*.  the  Ex- 
tract Deed  of  the  administrator  of  Timothy  Keys  to  Jedediah 
Hoyt,  one  other  paper  the  partition  of  the  Estate  of  Jedediah 
Hoyt,  will  oblige, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Reuben  Taylor. 
The  honorable  Thomas  Cooper,  State  Commissioner. 


Letter  from  Evan  Often. 

Berwick,  July  26.  1802. 
Sir:  After  reading  your  observalions  on  the  Wyoming  dis- 
putes, and  viewing  a  (^ataloj^ue  1  made  some  time  {>a8t  of 
mniiy  acts  on  tin*  Subject.  i\\  a  ni<)(l«*rato  calculation  of  the  Ex- 
penses making  nnd  rei)ealing  will  far  exceed  the  sum  limitcnl 
to  value  the  Land  to  the  Pennsylvanians  in  the  whole  of  the 
IT  townships,  and  if  the  sum  to  Im-  paid  by  the  ("onneoticut  Set- 
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tlerfl  will  more  than  pay  the  Expenoe  of  the  Commifisi oners, 
the  State  will  be  gainer  by  paying  the  Pennsylvanians  the  full 
value  for  all  the  hold,  rather  than  continue  disputes  as  long 
again,  and  shall  chearfully  coinside  in  Judgment  with  you  on 
the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  as  to  inspire  confidence  or 
terror,  but  on  the  contrary  invited  insult  to  insult,  made  one 
necessity  beget  another,  and  leave  the  Pennsylvanian  support- 
ing the  Interest  of  the  State,  with  his  property  embarrassed, 
without  opening  a  Door  to  recover  the  damage ;  yet  I  consider 
all  those  done  away  by  application  to  the  act  of  4th  April,  17J)9, 
and  Supplements  makeing  part  of  the  Township  Salem  a  Com- 
mon Stock  with  a  cause  of  Sute  from  the  12th  May,  1776,  if  al- 
lowed to  be  run  by  you  Deputy  by  courses  and  Distances  from 
the  Beginning  horn  Beam,  with  notice  to  those  whose  titles  it 
may  €\flf^ct,  then  will  the  Law  of  occupancy  prevail,  subject 
to  other  Laws  of  this  State,  and  the  only  Differences  amongst 
the  Settlers  is  different  modes  of  Surveys,  one  interfering  with 
the  other, and  Justice  and  Equity  if  Conciliation  i»  tobe  pursued 
towards  the  Settlers  will  secure  to  the  Settler  the  Lot  he  oc- 
cupied ip  the  mode  he  settled,  as  each  Lot  is  a  separate  tract 
in  Pennsylvania.  I  shall  add  that  though  the  Legislator  may 
have  a  right  to  take  land  from  an  Individual  for  roads  and 
Canals,  for  a  just  Compensation  in  money,  to  benefit  the  pub- 
lic, yet  I  know  of  no  law  in  this  Commonwealth  to  remove  one 
Settler  for  another,  unless  the  possessor  should  be  proved  in- 
sain  and  fall  under  the  protection  of  the  ('ourt  here.  I  submit 
the  Premises  to  your  superior  Judgment,  in  hopes  to  see  you 
at  the  time  you  ap|K)inted,  I  am,  with  due  Respect,  Yours,  &*". , 

Evan  Owkn. 

P.  S. — Excuse  Error  of  Judgment.  I  think  as  I  say.  To 
Thomas  Cooper,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Commissioners,  Luzerne 
County. 


Letter  from  Ebenezer  Bowman  and  Others. 

Wilkesbarre,  Sept'.  3,  1802. 

Sir :  We  have  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  yester- 
<lay  on  the  Subject  of  Appeals,  and  to  apologise  for  not  mak- 
ing you  an  earlier  answer.  We  have  attended  to  the  proposi- 
tions you  have  been  i)leai^ed  to  make,  and  cannot,  circum- 
stanced as  we  are,  liinl  ourselves  warranted  in  acceding  t<» 
them.'  We  have  luul  no  opportunity  of  seeinji?  any  of  our 
Clients   interested   in  the  Subject  of   Appeals,  and  should  we 
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agree  to  anything  (however  reasonable  in  itself),  We  might 
incur  their  displeasure.  We  entertain  hopes  that  between  this 
and  next  term  (April),  Some  legislative  interference  or  Judi- 
cial determination  will  take  place,  removing  every  doubt  which 
the  Subject  may  excite.    We  are,  Sir,  with  due  respect*  Yours, 

ROSKWRLL  WBLIiBS, 

Ebbnbzbr  Bowmak, 
Thomas  Graham. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  CapU  Joh  u  Paul  SchotU 

Wilkesbarre,  September  18,  1802. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  received  a  few  lines  from  you,  together  with  the  Deposition 
of  Thomas  Wigton.  I  can^t  say  how  it  is,  I  would  request  you 
to  suspent  your  judgement  ontill  I  can  write  to  Thomas  Neil 
to  find  out  the  truth.  Thomas  Wigton  then  had  a  good  Car- 
actor,  and  when  that  place  or  lot  was  sold  nobody  forbid  the 
Sale  thereof,  altho'  they  knowed  it. 

our  best  respects  to  you  and  Son,  and  I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

John  P.  Schott. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'.,  Braintrim,  Luz.  G\ 


Hrpresfn.iatinn  of  David  Moore, 

Feby.  17,  1803. 

Sir:  Havinj^  the  l^.ouour  of  a  slij^ht  acquaintance  with  you, 
I  take  tli<^  liberty  of  eiiclosinf^  to  you  a  few  lines  for  the  con- 
si<ler"  of  the  Coiiimissioners  who  value  the  lands  ret**  to  the 
('oimnonw"' within  the  17  townships.  You  Avill  be  so  good  as 
to  present  them  to  your  Colleaj^iies.  1  trust  there  is  no  im- 
propriety in  addressinji^  the  Coniniission  on  a  subject  in  which 
I  am  interested,  and  over  which  they  exercise  such  unbounded 
Powers;  business  prevented  my  nd<lressing  them  earlier. 

A  liine  addressed  to  me  at  West  Chester,  informing  when  it 
is  expected  the  Coimnlshioners  will  report,  will  be  gratefully 
reC'  bv  your  oIuhP  tServ'. , 

David  Moorr. 

William  Wilson,  Ksq\ 
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Mess".  Cooper,  Wilson  and  Steele,  Commissioners,  &«*., 
(ientlemen : 

The  death  of  my  father  (James  Moore,  Esq. ),  and  my  conse- 
quent interest  in  the  appraisement  of  the  iands  released  to  the 
Commonwealth  within  the  17  Townships,  induce  me  to  submit 
to  your  consideration  the  following  circumstances:  That  J. 
Moore  had  paid  for  thosa  lands  as  early  as  the  year  1778,  that 
he  esteemed  some  of  the  tracts  valuable  alone  for  their  woods 
and  Sawmill  seats,  Others  on  account  of  Ore  mill  seats,  &  that 
he  once  refused  an  offer  of  5  Dols.  the  acre  for  the  greater  part 
of  them.  That  Commissioners,  under  the  act  of  1788,  made  a 
favourable  report  on  those  Lands,  and  that  David  Mead, under 
an  Act  of  Assembly  for  compensation,  rec**  from  the  State  £5 
the  acre  for  one  of  the  tracts  to  which  he  set  up  a  false  claim. 

My  father  was  induced  to  make  the  release  to  the  (common- 
wealth from  these  reflections,  viz:  1'^  That  the  measure  was 
necessary  for  the  peace  of  the  State.  3.  That  the  very  limited 
price  allowed  by  law  was  only  to  be  considered  as  a  compensa- 
tion, and  not  as  a  purchase.  5  Pols,  could  not  be  considered 
as  the  purchase  of  Lands  worth  50.  Dols;  yet  it  would  bean 
adequate  compensation  for  all  the  costs  and  trouble  of  the  re- 
leasor ;  under  the  constitution  he  knew  the  property  could  not 
be  taken  without  a  just  compensation,  even  for  the  public,  he 
therefore  did  not  believe  the  legislature  for  the.  use  of  some  of 
-cheir  worst  Citizens  would  obtain  the  property  at  a  less  than 
just  compensation  by  the  fraud  of  delusive  Offers  and  terms, 
by  denying  protection  to  the  possession  of  the  property  itself. 
3^.  That  it  would  be  the  duty,  and  of  course  the  conduct  of  the 
Commissioners,  to  give  the  law  its  true  construction  and  so 
act  as  not  under  the  law  unreasonable,  unconstitutional  or  un- 
just. In  ascertaining  value  he  considered  the  Commissioners 
as  exercising  the  important  rights  of  a  Jury,  and  like  a  Jury  he 
trusted  they  would  receive  inform"  and  reasoning  and  decide  ac- 
cording to  equity  as  well  as  law :  he  conceived  their  powers  to  be 
all  important,  the  superceded  the  trial  by  Juryandhadthehon- 
our  of  the  State  and  the  rights  of  their  fellow-citizens  in  their 
hands,  without  the  smallest  controul  either  by  new  trial,  re- 
hearing or  Appeal. 

4.  That  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Commisionerssent,  to 
ascertain  what  purchase  money  was  paid  and  when,  and  by 
proper  calculations  of  Interest  to  equalize  all  the  releases  as 
to  reimbursements,  then  to  take  into  consideration  the  several 
values  of  the  property  reieased  and  average  the  appraisement 
so  as  to  make  a  Jusfand  equitable  compensation  (in  the  way 
of  Damages),  according  to  tlie  sacrifice  of  value  each  releasor 
may  be  supposed  to  have  made  to  the  State.     The  State  in  de- 
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fHiilt,   not  only  Tor  Neglect  in  not  protertins  the  ristita  it 
grunted,  by  the  vuHout*  interferance  of  itH  IieslslatureH  in 
pruv)>ntliig  a  p^wnei^Hion  of  the  land  it  hud  Rrauted,  and  aos 
defaulting  individual  was  Ijound  in  coiiitcience,  not  only  to  re- 
imburoe  but  to  compenHute  with  adequate  damages  within  the 
limits  prescribed  by  law.  .  Hv  belives  that  improvements,  and 
all  natural  advantage.^  of  ores,  Water,  &"..  would  have  their 
values  conHidered  an  well  &»  Soil.     5.    HIh  claim  Tor  rulmbane- 
nients  at  the  time  of  hix  release,  Sep. ,  '99,  stood  thus : 
Cash   p>  the   Receiver  General,  receipt  date<l   0,  31 
June,  1773,  for  LamlH  in  the  uaines  of  Foriiter, 
(ieorgo   Lurgan,  Moore,  Meail,   McClay.  McOord, 
Parr,    RuBsel,    Smith,   Templeton.  J.   Wilson,  W. 

Wilson.  J.   Weit^-all  &  (^.  Weitiall,  am'. 369.10.0 

Interest  on  that  Sum  from  J  July,  '73  to  1"  Dec',, 
1774,  when  teeu  of  Survey  wa«  paid,  1.  (VMo..    .   .  30.18.8 

Add  Surveyor  fees  then  i»aid 86.  0.0 

Add  the  moiety  of  tiie  Sums  p'' the  State  on  the 
Warr'tH  at  Kess  anil  Kachlein,  J.  Uoore  \f  £100  for 
this   inoMy  but  the  State  iijonlyto  be  charged 

with  its  receipt, 34.15.(» 

Add  Bxpenoes  in  iliscovering  Warrenty  &  Survcy'g, 

at  least, ^'S.iaS 

Total £500.  ttO 

Comprint' on  that  Sum  from  1"  Dec'..  1774,  to  1 
Sep.,  '90,  when  he  miKle  the  release,  is  T".  84,  0 
Months  Interest  from  then  to  valuation,     ....        1,31B.16.0 

Total  claim  for  reimhuraement,  and  If  a  Cent  less  is 
allowed  a  fair  reimbursement  will  not  be  made,  .    £2,01)1 15.0 

My  father  took  up  tlniNe  lamls  early,  and  if  they  were  not  all 
of  the  tirst  rate,  he  trusteil  from  their  natural  a'lvantaftex,  and 
his  early  oportunity  of  choice,  that  they  were  fully  within  the 
Second  rate. 

Under  these  ideas  he  rented  satisflect  that  he  wouh)  not  only 
be  reimburMed,  but  rec-eive  a  considerable  compensation. 

In  addition  to  the  furegoing.  I  will  only  add  that  OomjMtund 
Interest  in  this  Rase  is  nut  only  cnultahle  but  necessary  to  Jus- 
tice, anil  eai|  Inwfiillv  be  allowed  in  the  valuation.  Tiie  U)au 
who  dill  not  im.y  the  Htiite.  but  trailed  on  his  money,  or  put  it 
to  interest,  made  comiMiuud  interesl,  he  oui!hl  not  to  be  in  (let- 
ter situation  than  the  Cili/.eu  who  with  uiore  honesty  paiil  for 
his  lan<). 

Again,  unlexs   the   most   liberal  Valuations  are  put  ujion  tliM 
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j.#iU(]8  released,  another  instance  will   be  alTorded  where  the 

^^elinquent  or  refractory  citizens  will  be  placed  in  a  better  sit- 

ation  by  law,  than  those  who  with  the  greatest  promptitude 

4ibmit  to  the  will  of  the  Lei^islature. 

It  i8  in  the  instance  of  the  late  law  enabling  those  who  did 

ot  release  their  right,  to  recover  from  the  State  the  Value  of 

fieir  Lands,  to  be  found  by  a  Jury  who  will  be  under  no  limits 

^1    price,  and  who  can  take  into  consideration  every  equity 

B,X3^  every  species  of  value. 

\Vith  the  fullest  reliance  on  the  Wisdom  of  the  Commr's,  I 
j^twjcribe  myself  their  devoted,  Humble  Serv^, 

David  Moore. 


on 

811 W 

va  J 
I  fcp. 


be» 


TWrm 


Letter  from  Charles  Hurst. 

Sir:  I  sold  the  State  near  8,000  acres  of  land,  ab^  1,500 
wanna  creek.  M'.  Lloyd  &  the  Survey'  spoke  to  me  ab^ 
.  since,  &  told  me  the  land  above  lay  at  Pittstown  &  was 
yed ;  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
t^ions  and  when  you  expect  we  shall  have  Certific"  for  it. 
move  them  lands  were  good  one.  Samuel  &  William  Miller 
.  :iKii11  on  part  of  it,  and  I  am  told  its  mostly  settled  Shall 
to  hear  if  the  Lands  on  Susqueliannah  are  surveyed 
the  Rights  of  S'.  William  Petty,  now  Lord  Shelburne, 
fionmans  &  W"".  &  Letitia  Penn,  Guilielma  Maria  Penn. 
i*".   will  oblige 

y.  Most  Hble  Servt., 

Cha".  Hurst. 

ov.  18,  1802. 

Cooper,  EJsq'. 


In 


Certrl 
of    I 


Letter  from  Robert  HaiTis. 

Harrisburgh,  December  1,  1802. 
I.r: 

nsequenoe  of  the  death  of  the  late  D^  Ewing,  of  Phila- 

I  have  become  interested  in  the  procurement  of  some 

which  I  understand  is  to  be  issued  by  you  and  other 

ssioners  on  the  part   of  the  State,  to  the  Estate  of  D^ 

and  others,  for  Wyoming  lands,  subscribed  to  the  State 

nsylvania;  would  thank  you    for  information  as  to  the 

ou  expect  the  certificates  will  issue,  as  the  Estate  is  much 

t  of  some  cash ;  the  family  would  take  it  as  a  particular 
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favour  if  you  would  pay  some  attention  to  this  business  as  soon 
as  you  can  make  it  suit  your  official  engagements. 

I  have  understood  from  the  Governor  that  certificates  have 
issued  to  some  individuals;  would  thank  you  to  mention 
whether  our  Lands  have  been  surveyed  and  valued  or  not,  as 
D^  Ewing  died  intestate;  perhaps  it  will  be  necessary  to  issue 
the  Certificates  in  the  name  of  the  Administrator ;  they  are  his 
two  Sons  John'  and  Samuel  Ewing,  both  of  Philadelphia. 

I  would  thank  you  for  a  line  in  answer  to  this  letter,  or  if 

you  should  be  going  to  J^ancaster  to  meet  the  Legislature, 

would  thank  you  to  give  me  a  call. 

I  am  D'.  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

Robert  Harris. 
Thomas  Cooper,  E8q^ 

Letter  from  Judge  Jesse  Fell, 

Wilkesbarre,  15^  Peby.,  1803. 
Dear  Sir : 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  William  Ross,  Efiq*". ,  to  whom 
I  have  given  a  Draft  on  you  for  50  Dollars  at  10  days  sight ;  the 
payment   is  to  discharge  a  debt  in  the  hands  of  John  Ross, 
Esq'.,  of  Easton  (now  in  the  Legislature),  for  somewhere  near 
that  Sum.     I  have  also  drawn  another  order  on  you  in   fsrvo^ 
of  Ben.  Perry,  also  payable  at  ten  days  sight,  at  100  Dlls.     We 
are  progressing  with  enteries,  &". ,  in  the  Office.     Your  letter 
to  the  Governor  has  been  published,  and  remarks  thereon  by 
the  Printer,  or  some  other  person,  in   the  Wilkesbarre  x)a{>er ; 
this  ac  first  made  some  noise,  but  now  it  is  over  and  I  believe 
your   reasoning  will   be  generally. assented  to.     I  am  in  hopes 
the  late  riot  at  Wylusing  Creek,  if  rightly  improved,  will    !>e 
the  occasion  of  l)ringing  matters  to  a  speedy  Settlement.      I 
have  enclosed  to  M^  Welles  a  Copy  of  an  address  from  the  Set- 
tlers in  the  17  Townships,  which  1  have  requested  him  to  shew- 
to  you,  and   I   fondly  hope  there  is  such  a  disposition  in   the 
actual  Settlers  as  will  bring  about  a  speedy  accommodation  of 
this  too  long  and  destructive  dispute;  they  have  determined 
to  cOnie  forward  as  settlers,  unelogged  by  the  Delaware  and 
Susquehanna  ('omi)anies,  and  the  present  measures  as  by  you 
recommended,  pursued    in   the  17  Towns.     If  there  should  l>e 
a  disposition  in  the  Pennsylv*.  (Claimants  to  meet  the  Settlers 
at  reasonable  price,  1  hope  the  whole  will    be   brought    to   an 
amicable  conclusion.     As  John  ro(>i)er  also  writes,  I  shall  con- 
clude on  this  side  of  the  Sheet,  by  saying 

I  am  vour  sincere  Friend, 

Jesse  Peli*. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Es(l^ 
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Letter  from  CoL  Clement  Biddle, 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  2,  1803. 
Gentlemen : 

In  the  month  of  May  1800,  on  Application  to  nie  by  M'.  Lloyd, 

who  he  said  was  sent  to  me  by  his  Excellency  the  Q-overnor,  I 

procured  a  Horseman's  tent  for  your  use  and  ]>aid  for  the  same 

I  furnished  the  Bill  to  M^  Lloyd,  but  he  has  never  jmid  for 
it,  therefore,  I  request  that  you  will  order  payment  to  be  made 
to  me  for  the  same  or  that  you  will  certify  the  amount,  that  I 
may  Apply  for  Payment  to  the  Register  or  Controller  General. 

I  am,  respectfully. 

Gentlemen,  Your  mo.  obt.  Serv*. , 

Clement  Biddlb. 

Commissioners  for  Settling  Differences  in  Luz.  Co,  to  Clem- 
ent Biddle,  May,  1800,  P**.  Ja*.  Stew'  for  a  horseman's  Tent,  delv* 
to  Mr.  Lloyd,  27/5V 


Letter  from  William  BelL 

Philadelphia,  April  1'*,  1803. 

Sir :  On  the  5th  January  I  took  the  liberty  to  address  to  your 
humanity,  in  behalf  of  a  very  distresseil  family,  viz:  David 
H.  Conyngham's.  If  he  could  get  the  certificates  fo;*  the  lands 
ceded  to  the  State  of  Pennsylv*,  the  Banks  have  offered  to 
take  them  as  security,  and  give  up  or  exonerate  the  Xndorser 
on  their  notes,  for  which  notes  Conyngham  is  sued.  Some 
Judgments  are  on  record,  and  at  September  term  many  more 
will  be  obtained  against  them.  The  Banks  have  agreed  to 
wait  any  reasonable  time  on  being  paid  Interest  on  State  se- 
curity. All  I  wish  to  ask  of  you  is  do  as  much  as  you  can  with 
propriety  for  their  relief.  I  will  not  add  more,  but  leave  your 
Benevolence  to  determine  and  do  what  your  better  judgment 
may  think  right.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obe- 
dient Servant, 

William  Bkll. 

N.   B.— I  am  myself  one  of  the  most  trifling  creditors.     I 
have  taken  trouble  to  assist  that  family.    I  have  no  other  object. 


Letter  from  Alexander  J.  Dallas. 

April  2,  1803. 
Dear  Sir: 

Let  me  trouble  you  with  a  letter,  from  M'.  Bell  on  the  case  of 

M^  Conyngham's  claim   for  a  Wyoming  Certificate.     I   men- 
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tioiied  what  passed  between  us  on  the  subject  last  January; 
aiul  he  feels  perfect  confidence  in  your  Benevolence.  Do  me 
the  additional,  to  direct  M^  Trimble  to  communicate  answer. 
In  expectation  of  seeing;  you  in  a  few  days,  I  remain  with 
sincere  respect  &  attachment, 

D'.  Sir,  Your  mo.  obt. , 

A.  J.  Dali«as. 
To  his  Excellency  Tho".  M^'Kean,  Gov. ,  &". 


Letter  from  Richard  Manning. 

Jersey  Shore,  July  7,  1808. 

Sir :  Understanding  you  are  a  Commissioner,  appointed  by 
the  State,  to  determine  the  claims  of  the  Citizens  of  this  State, 
on  Lands  situated  in  Luzerne  County,  at  present  possessed  by 
New  England  intruders,  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  a  claim 
I  have  on  120  acres,  in  the  manor  of  Stoke,  I  ha ve  con  veyed 
to  the  State  in  last  July,  1802.  I  had  entrusted  the  business 
in  the  hand  of  William  Wilson,  Esquire,  deceased;  after  his 
return  from  the  Assembly,  I  had  not  time  to  inform  myself  re- 
specting the  manner  I  ought  to  follow  in  having  my  just  claims 
redressed,  as  he  was  taken  of  in  a  sudden;  therefore.  Sir,  I 
pray  you  to  inform  by  letter  what  method  I  shall  pursue  to  ob- 
tain my  property,  for  which  I  will  consider  myself  bound  to 
you,  and  will  remain  your 

Humble  Servant, 

Richard  Mai^ning. 

N.  B.  —The  land  is  situated  in  the  Township  that  Wilke«- 
barre  is  in. 


Letter  from  Antriony  Mortis. 

Philadelphia,  August  16,  1808. 

Sir:  My  Friend  Samuel  Roberts,  Esq'.,  informs  me  that  he 
has  put  into  your  hands  the  papers  relative  to  some  Interests 
of  mine  ill  North**  and  Luzerne  Counties.  1  am  well  satisfied 
Sir,  with  bis  disposition  of  them,  and  will  be  obliged  by  your 
attention  to  their  several  objects,  for  which  I  will  willingly 
hand  you  the  (iui<l  j)ro  (juo  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing^ 
yon,  which  will  pro})ably  be  in  the  Autumn  ;  should  you  then 
be  at  Northnnil>erlan(l  in  the  mean  time,  you  will  oblige  me 
by  havinj^  prei)aretl  what  remains  to  V)e  done  on  my  part  (to 
Entitle  me  to  the  Benelits  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  17d9,  rel- 
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ative  to  the  Penn*  Claimants  of  Land  in  the  Seventeen  Town- 
ships), with  the  tract  of  Land,  a  roui^h  copy  of  the  draught  of 
which  is  enclosed,  and  which  I  find  by  a  Mem.  of  yours  fur- 
nished to  M'.  Roberts  is  in  Putnam  Township;  my  requests  to 
M^  Roberts  were  that  my  tracts  in  the  Townships  might  be  re- 
leased, and  that  he  would  inform  me  what  was  to  be  done  by 
me  pursuant  to  the  act,  the  practice  under  which  I  have  not 
been  informed  of ;  the  same  thing  I  wished  also  should  be  done 
for  the  Representatives  of  the  late  James  Morris,  Esq'.,  with  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  second  fork,  I  think  of  Fishing  creek,  in 
one  of  the  Townships,  the  papers  relating  to  which  M'.  Roberts 
also  had,  and  I  presume  are  now  in  y'  possession.  What  other 
Interests  of  mine,  or  the  Estate  of  James  Morris,  are  under 
your  care.  You  will  oblige  me  by  being  made  acquainted  with 
by  M'.  Roberts  before  he  leaves  Bun  bury. 

I  am.  Sir, 

with  much  Respect, 

Y'.  Obed^  Servant, 

Anthony  Morri& 
Thomas  Cooper,  E8q^ 


Letter  from  Samuel  Baird, 

Wilkesbarre,  October  7th,  1808. 

Sir:  I  was  sorry  to  learn  on  my  arrival  at  this  place,  a  few 
days  since,  that  you  had  had  a  severe  time  of  sickness.  But  on 
enquiring  of  your  Son  was  informed  you  were  so  far  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  ride  out.  As  I  well  know  it  will  afford  you  a 
great  satisfaction  to  hear  of  the  Success  of  any  measures  taken 
towards  settling  the  disputes  about  titles  in  this  Country,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  you  my  progress  up  the  river. 

Altho'  on  my  first  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  Tawandee  I  found 
several  determined  to  oppose  my  surveying :  a  meeting  was 
called  for  that  purpose,  and  strongly  urged  by  one  Fowler,  who 
from  the  number  of  his  Sons  and  Sons-in-law  is  as  formidable 
as  an  Eastern  Patriarch  (all  on  the  Asylum  lands).  Yet  owing 
more  to  good  fortune  than  any  peculiar  address  of  mine,  I 
have  not  only  bpen  able  to  survey,  but  of  46  Settlers  on  the 
Asylum  lands  on  Tawandee,  I  have  actually  contracted  with 
and  run  off  the  lots  of  43 ;  some  trifling  cicmmstances  pre- 
vented my  contracting  with  4  others.  But  I  have  verbal  agree- 
mentswith  them  that  satisfies  me  they  will  give  no  further  trou- 
ble.  One  only  remains,  and  he  has  put  me  at  defiance.  I 
have  succeeded,  however,  beyond  my  Expectations,  and  hope 
24-VoL.  XVI II. 
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I)^  Rose  will  follow  up  the  measure.     I  agree  with  M^  Minor^ 

who  observed  to  me  that  a  few  strokes  of  this  kind  would  make 

the  Connecticut  title  of  bad  credit.     1  feel  a  regret  however  in 

mentioning  that  the  Doctor  has  not  yet  made  a  single  oon tract. 

Whilst  surveying  the  South  branch  of  Tawandee  we  discovered 

an  interference  between  M^  Priestley's  lands  of  Captain  Sam. 

Morris  of  Philadelphia.     I  thought  it  best  to  have  it  ascertained 

and  M^  Whitacre  has  done  so  and  will  write  M^  Priestley. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  much  respect, 

Your  obed*.  Servant, 

Sam'.  Baird. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq*. 


Letter  from  William  Witman, 

Reading,  August  6,  1803. 
Sir:  1  understand  that  the  Commissioners  are  issuing  Certi- 
ficates to  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  for  the  Lands  that  hav^e 
been  valued.  I  claim  about  050  acres  of  Land  within  the 
Seventeen  Townships,  and  in  the  Township  of  Newport,  which 
I  have  conveyed  to  the  State,  under  the  Act  of  Assembly,  and 
which  I  am  told  have  long  since  been  valued.  You  will  much 
oblidge  me  by  forwarding  the  Certificates  for  my  Lands  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  T^nd  office. 

T  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

W".    WiTMAN. 
rhoiiia*^  Cooper,  Esq". 


Letter  from  Alexander  Jhinter. 

Sunbury,  12  O'clock,  December  1,  1803. 
Sir  :  IJo  so  kind  a«  to  l«.*ave  with  M^  Hamilton  a  few  lines  in- 
forming me  what  time  I  may  attend  at  Lancaster  in  Order  to 
have  a  trial  before  the  Board  of  Property  for  them  Lands  on 
Lackawannock  ;  please  to  give  me  any  other  Information  an<l 
direction  how  to  procaed  the  more  speedily  to  obtain  my  Cer- 
tificate and  you'l 

Oblige  yours, 

Alexander  Huxtkr. 
Thomas   Coojht. 

Prom  Samuel  M^Clay,  A  Yankee  township,  Muncy  half  Share. 
Sixteen  thousand  Acn»s  (»f  land,  known  by  the  name  of  Brain- 
tree,  lies  adjoining  tlie  South  line  of  Lancaster,  and  also  joiuH 
uponi  Gilead,  and  is  t\ve  miles  square  ;  i«  situated  in  the  County 
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of  Luzerne  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  the  chief  town  of  the 
County  is  WiJkesbury,  or  Wyoming,  being  part  of  the  Susque- 
lianna  Connecticut  Company's  Land. 

What  Situation  is  this  tract  of  land  in,  and  is  the  title  valid, 

-to  those  who  purchase  of  David  Leonard,  who  owns  *^, 000  acres 

in  it? 


Letter  from  CoL  John  Steele, 

Lancaster,  December  lO***,  1803. 
Gentlemen : 

I    have  this  moment  been  called  on  by  M'.  David  Moore,  of 

"Westchester,  son  to  James  Moore,  who  has  released  land  to  the 

<?ommon wealth,  situate  in  the  Township  of  Providence,  and  I 

l^elieve  part  iu  Pittston.     He  is  very  importunate  for  his  Certi- 

:ficate8  and  requested  me  to  write  you  on  the  subject.     If  the 

<*^^lcu]ations  are  in  such  forwardness  as  to  admit  your  having 

A£^  Moore's  Certificates  madQ  out  it  will  renderhim  a  particular 

*i*5rvice.     I  request  the  favor  of  a  line  from  you  on  the  Subject. 

Am,  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

YourOb'.,  Hble.  Serv^, 

Jno.  Steele. 
[essrs.  Cooper  &  Taylor. 


Letter  from  Col.  John  Steele, 

Lancaster,  Decem'.  22'*,  1803. 
ear  Sir : 

As  Financial  arangements  must  be  made  during  the  present 
ession  to  meet  the  several  demands  against  the  Coramon- 
ealth,  of  which  the  Claims  of  i*ennsy%  Landholders,  late  in 
he  Seventeen  Townships,  will  be  the  greatest,  I  beg  you  will 
s  far  as  the  Calculation  made  will  enable  you,  furnish  a  State- 
^nent  of  the  Amount  to  be  paid  to  Pennsyl'.  Claimants,  and 
'what  will  eventually  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  Con- 
necticut Claimants.  This  information  will  be  of  importance  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  particular,  and  the  Leg- 
islature generally. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  respect. 

Your  ObS  ServS, 

Jno.  Steele. 
Tho'.  Cooper,  Esq'. 


372  LETTERS  FROM  THE 

Letter  from  JoJ^i  M,  Irtcin. 

PhiJad*.,  June  7th,  1804 

Friend  :  I  have  to  request  the  favor  of  your  assisting^  me,  it 
bein^f  in  your  power.  I  hold  lands  in  Company  with  John 
Smith ;  tliey  lay  in  the  17  Townships  and  are  Conveyed  to  the 
Commonwealth  by  Sarah  Campbell  and  Rebecca  Robins.  The 
Warrantees  names  are : 

Adam  Clock, 

Benj.  Bear, 

W™.  Smith, 

Rudolph  Hopes 

Jeremiah  Talbot  & 

David  News  wanner. 

By  your  returning  the  valuation  of  them  I  maj*  get  my  Certi- 
ficates, which  you  may  depend  I  am  in  want  of. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  ob^  Serv*., 

John  M.  Irwin. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  froin  John  Pawling. 

Providence  Township,  Montgomery  County,  11  June,  1804. 
Gentlemen : 

Agreeable  to  M'.  Taylor's  request  that  I  should  Note  particu- 
lars respecting  the  Money  arising  from  the  Wyalusing  tract,  ] 
have  promised  it  to  my  son-in-law,  Robert  A.  Farmer,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  go  to  Louisianna  to  prosecute  his  claims  for  his 
Lands  in  that  Country,  as  the  Commissioners  have  met  there 
and  the  time  is  limited  for  the  Claimants  to  prove  their  title 
to  10th  September.  So,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  if  you  could 
facilitate  the  Certificate,  and  send  me  p'.  post,  it  would  be 
conferring  a  great  favor,  and  rendering  an  Kssential  Service. 
I  remain  with  great 

Respect  &  Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  ob*.,  Hble.  Sev'. , 

John  Pawling. 
Thomas  Cooper  and  John  M.  Taylor,  Esq". 


Letter  from  John  R.  Coates. 

Carlisle,  July  5th,  1804. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  land  office  informed  me  that  it 
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^as  probable  the  CertificateH  were  made  out  for  the  Luzerne 

ftnds  belong! nf?  to  the  late  proprietaries.     I  am  induced  to 

end  an  express  to  you  in  hopes  the  papers  may  be  in  your 

K>88e88ion ;  if  they  are  at  Wilkesbarre,  be  so  good  as  to  direct 

he  Me.*(senger  (m  whom  to  call  there.     If  they  are  not  all  made 

»nt  I  wUl  thank  you  for  as  many  as  are ;  my  reeuion  for  Send- 

ngat  this  time  is  that  I  may  call  at  Lancaster  when  I  return 

o  Philadelphia. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully, 

Your  Most  Obed».  Serv»., 

John  R.  Coatks, 

AW,  in  fact  for  J.  &  K  Penn,  Esq'. 

Phomap  Cooper,  Esq'. ,  Sunbury. 


Letter  from  Nathan  Beach. 

Salem,  July  8,  1804 
D'.  Sir:  The  next  day  after  my  return  home  from  Lancaster 
nd  Philad'.  I  went  to  Wiikeabarre,  where  I  expected  to  have 
3en  you  and  given  you  a  full  Statement  of  my  interview  with 
r.  Ellicott,  and  afterward  with  the  Gov'. ,  which  is  too  lengthy 
>r  me  a  poor  writer  to  Communicate  by  Paper,  &c.  I  will  only 
dd  that  M'.  Ellicott  says  he  knows  not  such  a  man  as  Ja*. 
•tackhouse ;  that  he  never  said  such  a  thing  to  any  man ;  that 
he  i>aper8  in  dispute  between  the  Comm"and  them,  had  been 
3ng  since  left  with  the  Attorney  Gen',  for  his  decission  and 
hat  they  did  not  care  one  Cent  which  way  he  decided  (that 
>art  I  did  not  believe) ;  but  at  the  same  time  telling  me  should 
he  A.W,  Gen',  order  Patents  to  issue  on  the  Certificates,  as 
aade  out,  the  Office  could  not  attend  to  our  Patents  this  Sum- 
ner: said  I,  not  give  us  one  this  Summer?  the}' would  not 
>romi8e,  so  ended  that  business.  On  my  return  to  the  City, 
called  at  the  Att^.  Gen'.,  he  not  being  at  home  and  not  ex- 
pected 'till  1  would  leave  the  City,  I  then  took  Courage  and 
lashed  down  t^)  the  Oh!  Gov".  I  there  introduced  the  Subject 
dthout  ceremony,  and  in  my  blundering,  farmer-like  manner, 
;ave  him  a  full  Statement  of  what  had  passed  at  Lancaster 
nth  the  Board  of  Property,  also  the  Situation  of  our  Country 
n  consequence  of  Patents  not  issuing  on  the  Certificates,  &*=.  ; 
.fter  asking  me  where  I  lived,  &^,  and  being  informed  my 
lame,  &*.,  he  told  me  he  was  very  happy  that  I  had  c^alled  on 
nm,  that  he  well  knew  the  Situation  of  them  who  had  been 
ixitive  in  getting  the  Law  of  '99  in  Opperation,  together  with 
he  Comm".  appointed  under  said  law,  on  account  of  delay 
»f  Patents,  k,"".     That  he  was  sorry  a  dispute  had  taken  between 
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the  two  boards.  But,  said  he,  I  believe  the  Board  of  Prop«pty 
to  be  ri^ht  aH  to  matter  of  form.  But  the  Board  of  Comm".  are 
riglit  as  to  matter  of  substance.  I  wish"*  to  have  the  Substance 
and  the  Land  OiBce  Could  keep  their  forms;  the  Gov',  then 
told  me  the  Att'.  Gen*,  had  decided  in  favor  of  the  Coram". 
Certificates;  that  the  Gov',  himself  would  in  4  days  from  that 
time  go  to  Lancaster  and  take  with  him  the  decission,  order 
the  Board  to  issue  Patents  on  application  of  any  settler  pro- 
ducing a  Certiflcatef  rem  the  Comm".  ;  that  I  should  inform  my 
Neighbours  from  him  that  any  of  them  wanting  their  Patents 
to  come  down  in  Eight  days  from  that  time  and  they  should  not 
be  withheld  from  them.  I  then  told  the  Gov^  I  saw  a  Spirit 
of  opposition  with  Some  of  the  Board  should  they  be  directed 
to  issue  Patents,  they  intend  to  get  off  by  saying  they  cannot 
attend  to  it  this  Summer.  But,  said  the  Gov',  they  shall  issue 
them,  and  that  I  will  see  to  it,  &<•.  I  then  left  the  Gov',  well 
pleased  that  I  had  callM  on  him.  Should  you  return  to  Wilkes- 
barre  soon  and  can  make  it  convenient  to  come  and  tarry  with 
me,  will  be  esteemed  as  a  particular  Obligation  Conferred 
upon,  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

NATHAI7   BBACH. 

Tho'.  Cooper,  Esq'. ,  North^. 


Letter  from  John  R  Coates* 

Philadelphia,  July  9,  1804. 

Sir:  I  lately  sent  an  express  to  you  at  Sunbury,  but  you 
must  have  left  that  place  before  his  arrival.  I  heard  of  your 
coming  to  Phi  lad*.  &  hastened  from  Carlisle  that  I  might  see 
you  before  your  departure. 

If  I  do  not  succeed  in  meeting  with  you,  be  good  enough  to 
leave  a  line  at  TomliuMon's  Bar,informing  me  whether  the  Cer- 
tificates for  the  Proprietaries  land  in  Luzerne  have  been  made 
out.  And  if  so  where  thev  are  and  how  I  am  to  obtain  them? 
By  taking  this  trouble  you  Avill  greatly  oblige.  Sir,  respectfully. 

Your  mo.  obed*.  Serv*., 

JOHX  R.  COATKS, 

Aft'',  for  J.  cf-  R   Penn, 
T.  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  Joseph  Rccd. 

Phil\,  July  13.  1804. 
Dear  Sir:  Under  an  idea  that  the  two  tracts  of  land  within 
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mentioned  were  within  the  limits  of  the  Seventeen  Townships, 
I  conveyed  the  Same  to  the  Common  weal  tli. 

It  appears,  however,  that  tliey  are  not  &  I  have  some  diflB- 
culty  in  procuring  my  Title  again  from  the  State,  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  it  cannot  be  done  without  a  Certificate  from  the 
Ooinmissioners ;  will  you,  my  dear  Sir,  be  bo  obliging  as  to  for- 
^ward  to  me  a  Certificate  that  they  are  not  within  the  Seven- 
th «en  Townships.     Your  early  attention  will  Oblige, 

Your  liumb^  Serv^, 

Jos.   Rrrd. 
n".  M.  Taylor,  Esq',  Wilkesbarre. 
Andrew  Caldwell  801,120,  situate  on  the  head  Waters  of  Le- 

s  Creek  and  Lackawannock,  adjoining  Geo.  Fullerton. 
Samuel  Caldwell  82,490,  about  two  miles  North  of  the  above, 
nd  cm  the  the  head  Waters  of  Tunkanock,  near  lake  Chapman. 


Letter  from  John  Evans. 

Philad*.,  July  19,  1804. 
-Respected  Pr**. ,  John  M.  Taylor  : 

Thine  of  the  7***  instant  from  Wilkesbarre  came  to  hand,  and 
-^.111    much  obliged  by  the  information,  &  as  my  Fr**.  Nathan 
l^<?ach.  Esq'.,  is  in  your  Country,  &  I  sup|)ose  often  at  Wilkes- 
b«irre,  be  so  obliging  as  to  see  him  on  the  occasion  of  my  bus!- 
r  :&  4e88  ;  he  has  seen  the  Original  receipts  for  the  money  being  paid 
Physick,  as  Attorney  for  the  Proprietors,  &  has  a  Copy  of 
'Biein,  &  are  in  the  name  of  John  Evans  and  Robert  White,  & 
x-oin   Robert  White   I  have  a  release  long  Since.     I  trust  my 
Taylor,  as  a  fellow  Citizen,  will  aid   me  in  legal  way  in 
is  ApiK>intment  in  the  land  business,  in  detecting  this  Shame- 
ul  attempt  of  deception  by  those  young  men  that  represented 
'he  Estate  of  Reuben  Haines,  &  please  to  consider  this  appli- 
cation not  only  as  a  Citizen,  but  so  far  as  regards  them  and 
thers  in  the  appointments  of  the  lands  as  legal  applycation,  & 
Bs    I  am  a  Stranger  to  the  mode  yon  will  be  so  obliging  as  to 
Tiote  it  on  your  Minutes  to  prevent  any  payments  to  the  Estate 
of  Reuben  Haines,  or  the  young  men  who  effected  the  releav*^ 
from  me,  &  as  to  Robert  White  that  I  have  a  release  from  ;  he 
has  been  dead  upwards  of  twenty  years.     I  need  not  appologise 
for  this,  as  I  am  convinced  ail  those  Gentlemen  associated  in 
the  land  business  would  not  Countenance  such  deception  as  is 
endeavouring  to  be  practised  on  one  by  the  release  of   my 
Land.     Am  with  Sentiments  of  esteem  thy  Fr**. , 

John  Evan.s. 

John  M.  Taylor,  Esq'. 


876  LETTERS  FROM  THE 

Letter  from  John  P,  HelJ  enstein. 

Lancaster,  July  34,  1804. 
Sir :  Your  favour  of  20  InsS  was  duly  handed  me,  per  M'. 
Christopher  Mayer,  and  in  answer  have  to  inform  you  from  in- 
formation received  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  that  it 
is  necessary  for  you  to  malce  ai)plication  to  the  Oommistfioners, 
who  reside  at  Willtesbarre,  in  Luzerne  County,  from  whom  you 
will  receive  authority  to  get  the  Compensation  allowed. 

Your  Obt.  Hble.  Servant, 

John  P.  Hblfbnstbin. 


Letter  from  Peter  V.  Dorsey. 

Philadelphia,  July  28,  1804 
Gentlemen : 

In  December,  1803,  I  conveyed  a  Tract  of  Land  lyin^  in  Lu- 
zerne County,  within  the  Connecticut  claim,  to  the  Common- 
wealth, and  delivereii  the  Conveyance,  together  with  the  In- 
struments of  writing  thereto,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land 
Office.  1  lately  wrote  to  Lancaster  respecting  my  Compensa- 
tion for  said  Land,  when  I  received  the  enclosed  Letter  for 
answer.  I  have,  therefore,  to  address  myself  to  you  on  the 
Subject,  and  request  that  you  will  please  to  transmit  the  In- 
strument which  shall  be  necessary  to  enable  me  to  obtain  from 
tlie  State  for  my  said  tract  of  Land. 

I  am,  (rent!  em  en, 

Your  Mo.  Obt.  Serv*., 

Peter  V.  Dorset. 
The  Commissioners,  &c. 


Deposition  of  William  Montgomery. 

Northumberland,  8s : 

Before  me  the  Subscriber,  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  Nortluimberlnd  County,  personally  came  William  Mont- 
gomery, Sen'.,  an<I  being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law,  doth 
Depose  and  say  1  bat  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  (*en'.  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania,  passed  20  Sept^,  1787,  the  line  of  Luzerne 
County  should  be  from  the  Mouth  of  Nescopeck  creek  North 
On<^  Degr(M»  West,  till  it  should  intersect  the  high  lands  divid- 
itig  th(»  Waters  of  the  West  branch  of  Susquehanna  trom  those 
of  the  North  Hniuch,  and  iu  a  subsequent  Section  of  the  same 
Act   Timothy  Pi<*keriug,  William    Montgomery  and    Stephen 


PKNNSYLVAMA  ( 'LA  1  M  AN'i'S.  :j:; 

Balliet  were  appointed  to  sui-vey  up  to  that  Land,  till  the  lands 
claimed  by  the  Sett-lers  at  Wyoming^  in  Order  to  enable  them, 
of  whom  the  Deponent  was  One,  to  proceed  and  execute  this 
Dii  ty^  it  l>ecarae  absolutely  necessary  Qrst  to  ascertain  said  line ; 
for  wiijch  purpose  they  all  three  met  at  Berwic,  either  in  the 
fall  of  1787  or  1788,  the  Deponent  is  not  very  certain,  but  rather 
believe  it  was  1788,  pretty  late  in  the  fall,  and  proceeded  with 
Surveyor  and  2  ciiaiu  Carriers  and  a  Marker,  and  ran  the  line 
North  One  Degree  West  from  the  Mouth  of  Nescopeok  about 
Eight  miles  and  perhaps  a  half  or  three  Quarters,  until  they 
were  opposite  or  nearly  so  to  the  place  called  the  Town  hill  in 
Huntingdon  Township,  and  having  taken  a  view  of  the  top  of 
said  hill  from  two  different  stations  thought  they  had  sufiQcient 
information  for  the  purpose  intended  and  ran  no  farther ;  and 
so  far  as  the  Deponent  can  recollect  the  Sole  reason  for  not  go- 
ing^ on  was  because  the  law  was  silent  as  to  our  pay.     The  De- 
ponent  haveing   been  lately  appointed  One  of  the  Gommis- 
Aioners    to  run   the    lines  between   Lycoming,    Luzerne  and 
^orthumb^  and  in   Order  to  ascertain   the  point  where  Lu- 
2:eme,  Lycoming  and  Northumberland  all  met,  it  was  absolutely 
viecessary  to  continue  the  line  from  where  Colonel  Pickering 
cund   his  fellows  had  run  it  before;  accordingly  the  De(K>nent 
^^vent  to  the  place,  found  the  marks  where  they  had  l>efore  left 
^>ff,  and  in  Company  with  W".  Clay,  Jun'.,  and  Henry  Donnell 
'Ahe  other  Commissioners,  run    it   from   thence    towards   the 
^fountain   till   Evening  came  on ;  the  course  we  ran  was  N  2 
"West,  allowing  this   Degree  for  variation,  so  that  the  whole 
Tnight  coincide.     The  next  morning  I  left  the  (^omm'rs  and  by 
the  return  of  their  notes  it  appeared  that  they  ran  that  line  to 
the  top  of  the  Mountain,  where  it  internectetl  the  line  l>etween 
North*  and  Lycoming,  where  they  fixed  a  Corner,  and  to  the 
l)est  of  this  Deponent's  Recollection  the  field  notes  were  sent 
with  Colonel  Pickering  to  be  laid  l>efore  the  Supreme  Execu  - 
five  Council,  and  further  saith  not. 

8wom  and  Subscribed  before  me  this  1  Day  of  Aug\,  1804. 

W".  Montgomery. 


Northumberland  County,  ss :  Personally  appeared  before  me 
e  Subecriber,  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  for  the  County 
'Coresaid,  Gen'.  William  Montgomery,  who  on  his  solemn  Oath 
oth  depose  and  say  that  the  within  Deposition  is  just  and  true 
D  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 
Witness  my  hand  and  Seal  this  1  Day  August,  1804. 

[sbal]  William  Moktoomkry. 
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Letter  from  Lord  Butler  and  Rosewell  Welles, 

Wilkesbarre,  August  3^,  1804. 
MesB".  Thomas  Cooper  and  John  M.  Taylor,  Commissioners, 

under  the  Act  of  April  4•^  179y. 
Gentlemen : 

The  uncertainty  the  Connecticut  Bettlers  are  still  under,  when 
the  Certificates  by  you  given  will  ensure  a  Patent  from  the 
Land  Office,  the  various  and  contradictory  reports  that  has 
been  circulated  on  the  subject,  the  hindrance  it  occasions  to 
the  Opperatious  of  the  Commission  under  which  you  aot,  by 
preventing  the  delivery  of  Connecticut  Deeds,  and  the  con- 
firmation it  affords  to  the  hostile  prophecies  of  the  enemies  to 
the  com  promising  Jjaw,  render  it  extremely  desirable,  and  in- 
deed absolutely  necessary,  tliat  some  publick  information 
should  be  given  to  satisfy  (if  possible)  the  agitation  of  the 
minds  of  those  who  have  hitherto  relied  implicitly  on  the  Hon- 
orable intentions  of  the  State,  and  the  integrity  of  the  present 
Commission.  As  a  committee  of  a  meeting  convened  for  the 
puri>ose,  we  retiuest  of  you.  Gentlemen,  to  inform  us  whether 
if  we  send  down  our  Oertiflcates  to  Lancaster,  with  the  money 
thereon  due  to  the  State  from  the  Connecticut  Claimants,  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  that  Patents  will  issue  for  the  Land 
certified  without  delay?  The  Committee  are  Also  instructed 
further  to  add,  that  certificates  heretofore  have  been  presented 
and  i>atents  requeste<l,l)ut  the  Board  of  Property  have  declined 
issuing  them,  and  their  reasons  for  so  doing  it  is  understood 
are  tlie  following,  to-wit:  That  the  Patents  must  recite  the 
Land  as  being  released  to  the  State  or  not  released,  and  as 
the  (Vrtificates  do  not  furnish  this  information,  the  Patents 
at  Present,  it  seems,  cannot  be  granted.  Whether  you  have 
made  or  expect  to  make  arrangements  for  giving  this  infornm- 
t  ion,  which  the  Hoard  of  Property  deem  so  necessary,  is  what 
the  Committee  wish  to  know,  if  You,  Gentlemen,  should  deem 
it  expedient  to  inform  us. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  with  much 

Respect,  Your  olxl*.  Serv'V , 

TiOIlD   BUTLKR, 
HOSKWKLL    WKLLKS. 


letter  from  Thomas  Jjf/nns 

Falls  Of  Hi^aver,  June  20,  1803. 
Sir:  I  received  a  l»*t1«'r  from  > on  of  th<*  2.V*' of  March  a  few 
Days  ago,respect  ing  some  lands  released  by  me  to  the  Commoii- 
wealtli.     The  greatt^st  proport  ion  of  the  lands  are  in  the  follow- 
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ing  Situation  :  left  lue  and  others  as  heirs  of  the  Estate  of  John 
Lukeus,  Deceased,  formerly  Surveyor  General,  which  papers 
were  deposited  by  Major  David  Lenox,  the  acting  Executor  in 
the  Hank  of  North  America,  when  he  went  to  Europe;  as  ho 
hjis  returned  no  Doubt  remains  on  my  Mind  but  every  atten- 
tion will  be  pai<l  to  the  Business.     There  is  One  tract  of  mine, 
independent  of  the  above,  left  me  by  my  Brother,  Capt"  Jesse 
Lukens,  of  the  2^*  U.  S».  Reg^iment ;  this  from  information  of 
(dtenK  W.  Montgomery,  of   Danville,  N.  Bra.    Susque'.,   lies  in 
Huntingdon,  One  of  the  Townships  in  Dispute ;  the  papers  and 
JJoouments  I  left  with  a  Friend   near  Milton,  No.  Bra,  some 
'^ime  ago.     I  will  here  insert  an  Extract  from  the  Will  of  my 
IB  rot  her. 

Item. — I   give  and  bequeth  all  that  tract  of  Land  lying  and 

I'jeing  in  the  County  of and  on  both  sides  of  big  fishing 

^sreek,  on  the  Susquehanna  River,  surveyed  by  W".  Mont- 
^[omery.  Esq'.,  in  the  Year  1784,  by  virtue  of  a  Warrant  in  the 
-saame  of  Jesse  Lukens,  containing  425  acres  and  upwards,  and 
-Ahe  usual  Allowance,  to  my  Brother,  Tho'.  Lukens. 

If  the  land  cannot  be  got  at  by  the  above  information,  I  would 

'Shank  you  to  let  me  know,  and  any  trouble  you  may  be  at  shall 

"■>e  cheerfully  paid ;  please  to  write  by  Mail,  as  the  letter  you 

'Wrote   lay  in  Beaver  Town  better  than  a  Month  after  the  re- 

'Aiirn  of  General,  the  great  Geii>.  Laycock,  by  whom  it  was  sent. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  mo.  Ubed., 

Thomas  Lukkns. 
\  Thomas  Sam  bo  a  me. 


Letter  from  Robert  A,  Farmer, 

Birdsborough,  Berks  County,  14  June,  1804» 

Sir:   Inclosed  is   a  Letter   from    my  worthy  Friend    Gen'. 

ichols,  as  1  had  not  the  honour  of  your  Acquaintance  he  was 

nd  enough  to  be  my  Advocate,  that  I  might  be  enabled 
•  tirough  your  means  recover  my  Birthright,  which  was  taken 
■rom  us  by  the  S^mniards  in  1781. 

I  i>erceive  by  the  Newspaper  that  the  (Commissioners  have 
zKiet  at  the  Natchez  and  Mobile,  and  the  time  will  expire  by 
.  lie  16"*  Sept',  for  the  Landholders  to  lay  in  their  claims.  So 
^  oil  will  conceive,  Sir,  how  necessary  it  is  for  me  to  be  in  that 
Country  by  that  time,  where  my  Family  has  upward  of  two 
iiindred  thousand  Acres  of  Land,  {lart  of  which  we  have  set- 
I^<1  and  made  considerable  Improvements  on,  before  it  fell 
■  >    the  Arms  of  Spain. 
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M'.  Pawling,  my  Father'iulaw,  Iiim  giveu  me  the  Honey 
come  from  thoOomiuouwttHiU)  for  tlielaudHliehoJclHlnWyalos- 
iaB,  littva  tliereforti  to  beg  ttiHt  you  will  be  ploased  to  Bend  the 
CertlfloutuH  either  to  liiin  or  Me ;  litj  tiiu  wrote  a  few  Days  ago 
by  U'.  Stalford  respecting  the  BuaiiiesH. 

Do  Str  let  me  eutreat  you  to  l>e  i^xpeilitiouH,  as  it  will  be  the 
mealiHOf  saving  a  large  family  from  want;  relying  therefore 
on  your  Uoodnetis,  I  Bultiiitribu  myself, 

With  Esteem  and  regard, 

Yourmo.  obt.   Hble.  Serv'.. 

RoBT.  A.  Farm  BR. 
[July  37,  1804,  Answered  that  John  Sc  H.  Pawling  alone  or 
their  Aivigneea  ure  entitled  to  receive  the  Certitlcate. ] 


letter  from  John  Donaldtofi. 
J>ear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  |x>lite  Offer  of  enquiring  into 
the  Hituation  of  LandK  Itelongiiig  to  the  Estate  of  E.  Miiner,  I 
eneioee  you  u.  list  anil  request  you  will  hetioiicoodiistoforward 
the  Certif1oat«it  of  such  as  fall  within  the  Townships  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  State  and  edviMe  me  thereof. 

I  am,  with  resjiect, 

Your  Friend, 

J"".    POITALUDOX. 

J.  M,  Taylor,  Esq'. 
:iS[|j  AcreH  George  Tuilor,  Hontmnny  Creek  adjoining  J.    M. 

Neebitt. 
2871)°.   Tho'.  KyHrsoii,   on  the  Waters  of  I^ackawaiinock.  adj'g 

Land  of  U.  Uraliiini. 
304  U".  James  Caro,  on  Tuiiokhamiock,  adjoining  I^andof  K. 

8hlpi>enand  A.  Allfii. 
2Ul  T)'.   Bdward  Mihii^r.  on  Tunkhuniio<;k  crei-k,  ailj'g  Ijuulof 

(ieo.  Fullcrton. 
237i  ly.  OeorgH  Fullertoii  oti  IV.  .uijoining  JK 
207ii  ly.    Rt)li'.   Wilson,  on   Mesbopplni;,  adjg  lands   of   John 

Wharton. 

25H-70  John  l.iul  Howell,  on  }ItH>pi^niiy  Creek,  iwljoining  and* 
abovi-  laiiclH  <if  (leorne  Tudor, 

The  warrants  for  the  alH>vi'  liuiils  lire  alt  dated  in  1774,  1775.     , 


Pear  Sir  : 

I  nientlon<'d  to  yoi 
written  to  M'.  Taylor 


/,v.i(i  l/>  Oi-KTije  IHiJUeld. 
.mberHhiirgh,   IS  March.  1804. 
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BuHiness,  to  have  the  Certificates  for  the  lands  released  bv  M'. 
Patterson  prepared,  and  make  any  Communication  to  you;  in 
my  letter  to  M'.  Taylor,  I  iiientioneil  that  if  the  Clarks  would 
make  some  Exertions  out  of  Office  hours  to  have  this  Business 
finishecl,  I  would  allow  them  a  reasonable  Compensation,  which 
I  authorize  you  to  do,  should  I  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  see 
the  Qentlemen.  If  you  have  received  any  Accounts  from  M^ 
Taylor  I  would  thank  you  to  inform  me.  I  have  been  confined 
by  ill  health  almost  since  I  returned  from  Lancaster,  but  hope 
I  am  now  over  the  worst. 
My  Respects  to  M".  Duffield,  and  with  esteem, 

I  am,  Sir,  y'  Uble.  Serv'., 

Jambs  Orbison. 
M'.  Geo.  Duffleld. 


Letter  from  CoL  Stephen  Balliet, 

Whitehall,  Aug'.  18,  1804. 
<3entlemen : 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  27  Dlt. ,  and  will  answer  y'  Ques- 

^ftL.ions  to  the  best  of  my  Memory.     1  Query.     I  do  not  remem- 

the  time  of  the  running  the  County  Line,  it  was  during  the 

;ime  the  Comm'rs  were  sitting  to  receive  claims  under  the  Act 

generally  called  the  Confirming  Act,  when  Timothy  Pickering, 

"W".  Montgomery  and  myself  left  Wilkesliarre  to  run  the  line, 

.aus  directed  by  the  Act  of  Sep^  29,  1787,  in  order  to  ascertain  in 

what  manner  it  would  affect  the  Township  of  Huntingdon.    M'. 

Montgomery,  a  Son  of  One  of  my  Colleagues,  was   Surveyor, 

the  line  was  begun  and  run  as  the  Act  directed, until  We  arrived 

in  the  Township  of  Hunting<lon,  on  a  place  called  the  town 

plot,  which  is  nearly  in  the  Center  of  the  Township.     2**.  The 

line  was  discontinued  because  (having a  Map  of  the  Township) 

We   could  ascertain  the  claims  on  either  side  thereof,  which 

Was  the  object  of  running  the  same  at  that  time. 

8*.  W".  Montgomery,  and  his  son  the  Surveyor,  were  of  Opin- 
ion that  the  line  would  not  strike  the  dividing  ridge,  but  would 
«5ro88  the  river  above  Wyaloosing. 

4"*.  Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Confirming  law,  we 
^^ionsidered  the  whole  of  the  Seventeen  Townships  in  Luzerne 
^^ounty,  and  believed  that  the  I-iegislature  had  no  intention  or 
Lnowledge  of  the  line  dividing  Huntingdon. 
5.  I  do  not  remember  whether  we  received  any  claims  West 
>t  that  line ;  but  if  any  had  been  offered,  we  should  have  re- 
ceived and  filed  them,  because  we  considered  them  fully  within 
^he  intention  and  provisions  of  the  Confirming  law.     And  be- 
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ing  we]]  satisfled  from  the  best  information,  tliat  tlie  line  North 
One  degree  wesi  would  never  ciose  the  Western  Boundary  of 
the  County,  and  that  a  line  run  from  Nescopeck,  to  the  Ridge 
dividing  the  Wiitersof  the  East  and  West  branches  of  the  River, 
would  leave  the  Township  of  Huntingdon  entire  in  Luzerne 
County. 

Under  these  circumstances  Jjegislative  Interference  was 
deemed  necessary,  but  I  do  not  remember  whether  the  facts 
were  reported  to  Government  or  not,  if  not,  it  was  owing  to 
the  violent  Discomfiture  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  who 
never  afterwards  rallied  to  resume  that  Service. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  a  true  Statement  from  the  best  of  my 
Memory,  not  having  any  Memorandum  as  to  time  or  Circum- 
stances, it  may  be  probable  that  Col.  Pickering  or  M'.  Evaos, 
Clerk  to  the  Board,  may  have  some  Memorandums  or  abetter 
knowledge  of  facts,  as  they  were  the  last  who  retreated  from 
the  Castle,  and  may  have  taken  some  of  the  papers  with  them. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

your  Obedt.  Serv'., 

Stephen  BaliLikt. 
Tho".  Cooper,  J°°.  M.  Taylor,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  Matthew  CaveU. 

Wilkesbarre,  Augt.  22*,  1804. 
Dear  Sir: 

Notwithstanding  having  had  but  little  incouragement  of 
having  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  others  those  lots  in 
JNewport,  which  have  the  unfortunate  word  non  residented 
anaxed  to  them  in  the  draft  l>y  which  you  were  governed  in 
your  proceedings  relative  to  said  Township;  however,  *till 
lately  I  have  eutertaintMl  a  hope  they  would  be  included,  bnt 
now  learning  that  the  time  is  approaching  when  you  are  to 
leave  the  business,  and  that  nothing  is  doneto  fix  us  in  a  Title, 
and  fearful  that  notliing  will  be,  and  if  so  my  property,  with 
several  others,  will  snfT«*r  materially  thereby,  and  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  without  any  advantage  being  derived  therefrom  to 
any  quarter  whatever.  Those  circumstances  taken  into  con- 
sideration, yon  will  not  be  surprised,  Sir,  at  my  extreme 
anxiety  for  a  serious  and  Candid  reronsideration  of  the  matter, 
and  if  you  find  admitting  tlicin,  will  worke nopublick  nor  pri- 
vate injustice*  or  inconveni»*nccs,  but  on  tlie  contrary  establish 
the  rightful  owners  of  tlio  Tiands  in  a  title  and  peaceable  pos- 
session ther(»of.  I  humbly  hope*  and  trust  that  you  will  l>e 
able  from   the  documents  yon  have  on   the  Subject,  to  make  a 
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chain  of  title  of  such  perfection  as  will  stand  the  test,  and  direct 

the  Certificates  to  be  made  out  therefore,  and  thereby  preserve 

many  from  serious  difficulties  and  from  almost  inevitable  ruin. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  and  humb'  Serv*., 

Matthkw  Cavkll. 
To  Thomiis  0<M>i>er,  Esq'.,  State  Commissioner. 


Letter  from  Robert  A.  Farmer, 

Lancaster,  10^  September,  1804. 
Gentlemen: 

Compelled  by  necessity  to  Address  you  again,  must  intreat 

that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  forward  the  Certificate  for  M'. 

Pawling' s  Ijand,  as  I  am  full  empowered  to  receive  the  need 

f>roceeds,  have  Shew  my  power  to  M'.  EUicott,  who  is  satisfied 

with   it,  and  told  me  I  should  not  be  detained  a  minute  if  he 

l^ad  the  Certifi(^ate  ;  remember.  Gentlemen,  your  promise  to  me 

month  ago  that  you  would  forward  it  immediately,  relying 

iilly  upon  y'.  goodness, 

I  subscribe  myself. 

With  perfect  Esteem  and  Respect, 

Cfentlemen, 

Your  most  Ob',  humble  Servant, 

Robert  A.  ffARMSR. 


Letter  from  Andrew  EUicott. 

Land  Office  of  Pennsylvania,  October  lO*"*,  1804. 
Gentlemen : 

Your  letter  to  the  Surveyor  General,  containing  remarks  on 
his  note  to  M'.  Beach,  has  been  laid  before  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty, to  which  I  am  directed  to  reply.  On  perusal  it  seems  to 
divide  itself  into  the  following  heads: 

!■'.  That  the  Surveyor  General's  note  contained  some  improper 

requests  of  M^  Sambourne,  which  was  intended  to  lead  him 

to  be  employed  in  business  improper  and  unnecessar>' to  the 

Commission.  2*'.  That  reciting  the  Pennsylvania  release  in  the 

f^atents  to  the  Connecticut  Claimants  is  expressly  made  un- 

xi^cessary  by  Law,  and  that  even  the  Attorney  General's  Opin- 

i^^Tk  does  not  state  it  as  necessary. 

3*.   That  fraud  is  intended  by  the  Board  of  Proi)erty  and  the 
XL«efi^8lat1ve and  Executivebranchesof  the  Government,"  Which 
ill  not  on  any  human  consideration  consent  to  be  instruments 
l/^  the  object  of  which  is  a  refieal  of  the  Supplement  of  1802. 
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do  that  tht>  Oonnertifiiit  CliUiuantH,  altar  Rivtng  np  thalr  title 
I'apeni  for  tho  wholo  IinnilB,  will  not  in  return  reonlve  Patents 
for  any  Itiit  Ihti  rolKOHed  iiartu,  that  an  intMiiion  of  that  kind 
wax  iiiiuIh  ))y  JA'.  Matlack  to  M'.  Cooi>er  nl  a  Me«tlnK  of  the 
Hnunl  I  Hhall  eiiOeavonr  to  answer  each  of  these  heads  in 
Onler ; 

I".  !  Hill  anthorisei)  by  tho  Surveyor  General  to  state  that  so 
far  from  iutendini;  to  make  any  request  of  M'.  Bambourne  that 
hiH  object  wuD,  anil  ht<  l>ellev«»4  he  has  no  expressed  it,  to  Infona 
M'.  Beach  that  be  uould  not  write  to  M'.  Sum  bourne  as  he  had 
been  requeKted,  lest  it  might  lie  considerod  as  on  Interference 
with  an  nnicer  of  the  CoiniiiisHJ oners. 

The  Board,  however,  ounoelve  there  would  have  been  no  Im- 
propriety in  hiH  desiring  M'.  Sainboume  to  return  con  neat  ed 
DraftK  of  tilt-  B«venteen  Towno,  iHirtlcularly  an  it  is  well  reo- 
olleoled  that  U'.  Cooper  at  the  time  he  mode  his  Objections 
before  the  Board,  to  the  recital  of  the  Pennsylvania  release  in 
the  OoluiniiteionerH  Certilloate,  aa  lie  had  at  flret  agreed  to  do, 
that  he  proponed,  in  lieu  of  it,  that  W.  Saui  bourne  should  give 
Hie  information  in  liis  returns  of  Survey,  wlilch  has  been  done 
in  the  Town  of  Newimrt.  by  the  return  of  a  connected  Draft, 
NhowInK  the  landK  released  by  the  PeniiKvlvania  holders,  and 
the  lotH  8ul>mitt«<l  by  the  Connecticut  claimants, 

2*^.  On  tho  flmt  part  of  this  head,  the  Subject  having  been 
Hubinltted  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his  ofUcial  Opinion  on 
the  cimdtructioii  of  the  I-aws  in  question,  and  tho  Board  hav- 
ing determined  to  Act  in  conformity  to  his  Opinion,  decline 
entering  at  prexent  into  any  reoMoning  on  the  Subject.  With 
resiwcf,  however,  to  that  Opinion,  a  copy  of  which  was  handed 
to  M',  Cooiier,  if  the  Attorney  <ieneral  has  not  stated  that  the 
recital  of  the  Pennsylvania  release  wafl  neceR>«ry,  he  has  stated 
what  is  taniainount  toit.     I  will  quote  his  own  words: 

"I  have  consiiiered  the  ease,  and  the  questions  stated  by  the 
Hoard  of  Property,  and  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  it  is  best  the 
Patents  issued  to  the  Connecticut  Settlers,  under  the  Acts  of 
Assembly  referred  to  should  reeite  the  release."  The  Commis- 
sioners then,  it  seemn,  do  not  think  that  the  Attorney  General 
considernd  the  "bpst"  wny  as  necessary. 

I  shall  here  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  M'.  Cooper's  recol- 
lection to  (in  early  Stage  of  this  business. 

In  hJM  letter,  dated  the  28'"  of  May,  IWJ,  he  says.  "I  send  you 
a  form  of  nur  Certificate,  whieb  I  fancy  comprizes  all  the  par- 
ticulars necessnry,  to  facilitate  tlie  examination  of  it  on  your 
part.  If  you  approve  it.  let  me  know."  This  Certificate  con- 
tained a  recital  of  the  Pennnylvania  release,  and  was  jierfectly 
satisfactory  to  the  Board,  except  that  it  wanted  the  nambar 
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• 

of  the  Connecticut  Subniissioa  and  the  date  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia release,  for  which  it  is  believed  Blanks  were  left  to  be  filled 
up.  A  short  time  prior  to  this  the  form  of  a  Patent,  on  the 
same  principles,  was  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  received 
his  Approbation.  It  mi^ht  now  be  asked  who  has  acted  in- 
consistent? Did  M'.  Cooper,  at  the  time  he  and  the  other  Com- 
missioners submitted  that  Certificate  to  the  Board,  mean  to 
give  his  aid  to  enable  us  to  do  an  Act  which  he  conceived  to 
be  morally  wrong?  or  did  he  intend  to  furnish  us  with  the 
means  of  inserting  in  the  Patents  a  clause  that  could  answer 
no  other  purpose  than  to  throw  doubts  and  suspicions  on  the 
Patent  itself? 

d**.  As  far  as  the  Members  of  the  Board  are  implicated,  I  am 
Authorized  by  them  to  State,  that  not  one  of  them  nor  any  of 
their  connections,  to  their  knowledge  own  one  Cents  worth  of 
Property  within  the  Seventeen  Towns,  or  within  the  County  of 
Luzerne,  they,  therefore,  can  have  no  temptation  to  commit 
**  fraud,"  nor  any  interest  in  doing  wrong.  It  is  not  recollected 
by  M'.  Matlack,  or  any  other  Membei*  of  the  Board,  that  he 
ever  said  what  M^  Cooper  has  asserted. 

There  never  was  an  Idea  entertained,  much  less  expressed, 
by  any  Member  of  the  Board,  that  Patents  would  issue  only 
for  the  released  lands.  Indeed  it  has  been  their  constant  prac- 
tice to  declare,  to  those  Interested,  with  whom  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  conversing,  what  they  always  believed  and  still 
believe  to  be  the  Truth,  that  the  Government  would  carry  into 
effect  with  perfect  good  faith,  all  the  laWs  in  force  relative  to 
that  subject. 

With  respect  to  your  Suspicions  of  the  Legislature  and  Exe- 
cutive passing  a  Law  with  a  view  to  its  future  repeal,  for  the 
purpose  of  committing  a  fraud  on  a  particular  class  of  Citizens, 
does  not  require  an  Answer  from  me.  Those  respectable 
branches  of  the  Government  need  not  my  aid  to  defend  them 
against  two  of  their  own  Officers.  Your  offer  of  cheerfully 
labouring  to  give  us  the  information  we  have  desired,  after  it 
is  discovered  we  have  no  occasion  for  it,  is  properly  appreciated. 

I  am  your  Ob*.  H"*.  SerS, 

And^  Ellicott. 
8e(f.  L^,  Office. 
John  M.  Taylor  &  Thomas  Cooper,  Esq".,  Comm".,  &•. 
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Secretary  of  the  Land  Office 


TO   THK 


STATE  COMMISSIONERS 


Appointed  Under  the  Act  of  April  4th,  1799. 
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[The  Letters  which  follow  are  simply  designated  by  Numbens.  ] 
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LETTERS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

THE  LAND  OFFICE 


7'o  Iht^  <*ommissf  oners  appointed  U7ider  the  Act  of  April  Hh,  1799. 

(1.) 
Land  office  of  Penn'a,  Mar.  81,  1801. 
Sir :  1  made  two  attempts  to  find  you  on  the  29***  without  suc- 
cess.    A  general  draught  of  the  lands  in  the  Angle  made  by  the 
N.  Y^  line  and  the  East  bank  of  Susqueh*.  was  left  at  your 
lodgings.     It  was  prepared  for  the  use  of  Colonel  Abraham 
Home  of  E^ton,  the  Agent  under  the  Act  of  the  W^  Ult.    The 
tracts  near  the  river  marked  thus  ^  with  a  Black  lead  pencil, 
are  possibly  within  the  Seventeen  Connecticut  Townships.    If 
so  they  are  within  your  Jurisdiction.     It  may  be  well,  there- 
fore, to  have  a  Copy  made  of  all  that  part  of  the  draught  which 
lies  between  the  East  Branch  of  Snsq^  and  the  Curved  pencil 
line  which  I  drew  on  it ;  that  part  of  the  Map  includes  all  the 
tracts  marked  thus  ^  the  rest  of  the  Map  is  necessary  for  the 
use  of  (^ol.  Home- 
After  you  have  caused  that   part  to  be  Copied,  I  wish  the 
whole  Map  transferred  by  any  safe  hand  to  Easton,  for  Co'. 
Horn,  who  lives  there.     It  is  very  desirable  to  have  this  very 
soon  done.     I  presume  M\  Sam  bourne  can  execute  this  little 
Matter  for  you. 

You  know  that  Mess".  Thomas  Boude,  of  Columbia,  Lane', 
('ounty,  <Ten'.  W™.  Irvine  and  Gen'.  Andrew  Porter,  of  Mont- 
gomery, were  the  first  Coinm".,  and  John  Shippen,  Esq'.,  of 
Shippens burgh,  Pennsyl*.  was  their  Clerk.  It  will  be  well  to 
ascertain  quickly  whether  all  the^e  Gentlemen,  of  whose  res- 
ignation you  are  not  Certain,  mean  to  go  out.  It  will  be  a 
very  desirable  thing  to  have  any  vacancies  filled  well  and  in- 
stantly ;  a  very  earl  y  going  out,  and  a  long  Season  of  active  and 
judicious  exertions,  appear  to  be  necessary.  Gen'.  Boude  will 
get  your  letters  by  post,  as  ho  lives  at  Wright's  Ferry;  he  is 
chosen  for  Lancaster  County,  a  Men^ber  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, to  meet  in  decern  her  next ;  but  if  sooner  called  he 
must  be  unable  to  attend  to  both.     It  would  be  well  to  ascer- 

(389) 
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ttiin  his  Intetitiuns  ot  iiervjng,  aiirt  to  pre§B  upon  tbe  Gentle- 
initii  tliti  NeoeBsity  of  Koini;  out  early  and  taking  order  tor  that 
purpose  Houu.  A  meeting  at  LancaHter  may  be  useful  or  Jieo- 
eHiNiry,  and  will  \te  Conv«iui«tit  to  M'.  Uuude.  It  took  plaee 
last  year;  every  prejmratory  exertion  is  neceupury  to  prevent 
delay.  Where  Bueineiw  reHtD  on  three  CoiniuiKsioners,  a' Clerk 
and  the  Burveyorn.  livii'.  Irvine  can  give  you  information 
where  to  take  up  the  Hnwineni',  t<i  And  the  Bur^-eyore,  &". ;  one 
of  them,  M'.  tjiumiel  Ket-s  may  he  reached  by  the  Mail  to  Nor- 
rintowii,  In  Montgomery  (Joiinty;  another,  M'.  Samuel  Baird, 
llvsB  In  the  same  County,  ami  hUiIirection  may  he  had  from 
M'.  Anthony  OarotherH,  Coriiurof  4''' and  Branch  Streets,  ulmve 
raci',  or  at  hin  Ironmongery  Htori-.  almost  op|>OHite  to  U'.  Atly. 
Ueu'.  irKean.  (ten'.  Irvine  wait  hourly  e^ipected  in  the  City 
and  will  be  at  M'.   Brckley'ij. 

There  w  another  Sheet,  like  that  I  left  at  your  house,  whloli 
joinH  it  on  the  BouthHlde  ami  on  the  river;  this  M'.  Oarotliera 
has,  and  he  pronkiHe<l  to  lend  it  t<i  me  to  have  copied  liy  a  U'. 
JoaeH,  who  lives  at  Capl.  hoxley'c.  between  front  and  second, 
in  S]>ruce  Street,  I  think  M'.  t'ltrothent  would  lend  It  to  you; 
have  oopled  all  that  i>art  within  i  orO  milert  of  the  river  which 
Is  in  traatH  leiut  than  40  aeres.  The  400  acre  tracts  are  8ut>8e- 
qnont  to  the  decree  of  Trenton.  The  tracts  held  by  title  before 
the  decree  ot  Trenton  are  lexo  than  400  tracts ;  the  latter  then 
need  only  be  copied,  because  the  former  are  not  withla  your 
J  iirlsiliction. 

I  finish  in  haste,  tho"  I  hail  exiM-cted  to  Iw  more  full.      A  per- 
oimgoingto-morrowofTemtotak^my  letter.   1  will  write  Ogalu. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

y'.  in',  ob'.  Ser^'ant, 

TBNCH  t'OXR. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 

You  will  be  pi  eatted  to  olwerve  I  do  not  Claim  to  instruct  the 
Commissioners,  but  in  ('onsequenee  of  your  invitation,  idiall 
Ctmstantly  offer  inforuiation  and  suggestions,  which  appear 
likely  to  promote  the  public  interesls,  or  facilitate  tlie  opera- 
tion of  the  Com minsi oners. 


(3.) 

I^aneaster,  June  3,  ISOl. 

Sir:  I  find  M'.  Wilson  is  to  be  liere  (his  blveniiig.  eo  that  I 

have  an  u[>^.  to  cover  to  you  a  rough  Article  of  Information, 

whieli  it  may  lie  uHeful  to  insert  in  both  the  |>a[>erH  at  Wilkes — 

l>arre.     I  think  the  publloiiliout  of  facts,  from  the  paper  I  aii 
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dress  to  you  in  print,  will  be  usefully  made  in  botli  tlie  federal 
and  republican  papers.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  a  file  of  the 
fe<ieral  Newspapers  back  to  Marcli  V\  if  you  Can  procure  it 
for  the  public  service  and  send  it  to  me  here,  or  Under  Cover 
to  the  (-Governors,  Philadelphia.  I  am  told  there  are  things  in 
it  tliat  ought  to  bo  disproved  au<l  answered. 

This  Morning  about  ^  after  U,  i>oor  M^  Muhlenberg  was  taken 
after  an    hour's  regular  Business  with  an  Apoplexy,  which 
threatens  him  seriously  ;  he  would  certainly  have  died  had  he 
been  alone  and  in  his  Bed.     He  had  every  Assistance  immedi- 
ately.    In  haste. 

Your  most  Obedient  h.  Servant, 

Tknch  Coxk. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'.,  Northumberland. 

I^ate  Connecticut  Claim  *  *  ♦  the  thousand  and  twelve  lotsand 
"^.racts  of  Land,  formerly  claimed  under  Connecticut,  have  been 
i-«ubmitted   by  the  late  Claimants   thereof,  and  Applications 
iiiave  been  made  to  obtain  Pennsylvania  titles  and  patents  for 
'A:he  same,  for  a  valuable  Consideration  to  be  paid  therefor  by  the 
Sate  Connecticut  claimants.  Thequantityof  land  is  nearly  equal 
-^o  the  whole  contents  of  the  Seventeen  townships.     It  is  kndwn 
-that  a  very  few  of  the  old  Settlers  have  omitted  to  submit,  but 
it  is  plain  that  the  Numbers  and  the  extent  of  their  Claims 
must  be  very  small  since  there  is  very  little  land  in  in  the  Seven- 
teen townships,  that  is  not  submitted.     It  appears  that  the 
Pennsylvanians  have  been  so  respectful  to  the  planof  the  State, 
and  so  liberal  towards  the  old  Settlers,  as  to  release  very  large 
quantities  of  land.     These  releases  appear  to  be  much  greater 
than  the  quantity  reported  to  the  Commissioners  under  the 
Confirming  as  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvanians  within  Town- 
fthiixi.     Those  Commissioners  reported  about  110,785  Acres. 


Lancaster,  June  3,  1801. 
^ri**ntK*in<»n  : 

It    ijs  probable  that  it  will  be  useful  to  publish  the  letter  of 

IXfess".  Tilghman  and  Hodgdon,  with  the  form  of  disclaim  and 

Submission  in  the  Wilkesbarre  papers.     Copies  are  in  the  en- 

-^lilosed  Lancaster  jmper  of  this  day.     In  the  same  paper  is  an 

-Article  with  respect  to  the  Commissioners  under  the  Lancaster 

^lead,  which  it  may  be  well  to  have  rppublished,  as  it  shews  the 

^reat  extent  of  the  Submissions ;  the  incipient  droppings  of  the 

Waters  of  truth  of  important  facts  is  necessary  to  Conviction 

in  prejudiced  Minds. 
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I  beg  the  favour  of  your  procuring  at  the  public  expenoe, 
and  for  the  public  use,  the  paper  (not  W right* s)  considered  as 
federal  from  the  1  of  March  to  this  time.  I  hear  that  there  are 
many  things  therein  that  require  to  be  explained  on  the  part 
of  (iovernment.  It  appears  by  tht»  pat>er  I  gave  you  that  about 
110,000  acres  of  Land  was  supposed  by  the  Comm".  of  1787  to 
have  been  taken  up  under  the  Penns  within  the  17  townships. 
The  Office  opened  in  the  old  purchase  July  1,  1784,  and  in  the 
new  purchase  (north  of  Tawandee  and  west  of  the  N.  E.  Branch 
of  Susque*.  in  May,  1785.  It  would  be  useful  to  obtain  from  the 
Connecticut  people  a  list  of  the  Warrants  that  are  laid,  as  they 
conceive,  upon  Lands  in  the  Seventeen  townships.  The  War- 
rantees names,  the  dates  and  the  quantities,  both  in  the  War- 
rant and  return  would  be  useful.  It  would  be  well  to  get  it  in 
every  township,  where  it  may  be  found  practicable,  merely  as 
useful  general  information.  It  is  prol>able  that  Judge  Wells 
might  give  or  get  it. 

Wright.  HoUinback,  Beach,  Bowman,  &^,  who  have  been 
purchasing  Pennsylvania  rights,  might  avoid  or  even  frustrate 
it.  But  I  should  think  Franklin,  Jenkins,  Lord  Butler,  Gore 
and  Wells,  and  others  who  have  taken  little  or  nothing  under 
Pennsylvania  rights,  would  be  likely  to  possess  such  information 
now ;  it  would  be  well  to  draw  it  out  of  them  at  once ;  they 
probably  have  papers  on  the  Subject.  It  appears  that  the 
rights  prior  to  1783  are  about  f  of  the  townships ;  all  the  rich  flats 
or  bottoms  on  the  east  side  and  on  the  west  above  Tawandee 
are  taken  by  old  rights,  so  that  the  remainder  in  the  old  pur- 
chase must  be  generally. 

The  Susquehanna  Company  did  not  include  Iron,  coal  tiTui 
other  Mines  in  these  papers  purporting  to  be  grants.  1  hurry 
this  off  for  fear  of  losing  the  Conveyance. 

\'.  respect.,  humble  Servant, 

Tknch  Coxk. 
The  Commissioners. 


Lancaster,  June  lU,  180 1. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  l«»arned  with  pleasure  to-day  that  you  had  been  able  to  pro- 
ceed last  Wednesday.  A  great  doal  of  uneasiness  is  given  here 
by  a  report  that  one  Thayer,  who  hassoM  100, 000  acres  of  Land 
as  in  the  Connecticut  Claim,  has  Ijnen  relea^sed  from  Bail  and 
Consequences  at  the  last  T^uz«mih'  Cnuit  :  it  will  be  useful  to  ob- 
tain a  precise  knowledge  of  the  Case. 
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MisrepreHentAtious  have  been  made  of  some  offer  of  Co*.  Horn 
to  compromise  the  Business  of  the  Claim  within  the  Intension, 
which  I  am  sure  he  had  no  authority  to  do,  and  would  never 
thinly  of  Qffferinfi^  without  Authority.  I  wish  a  Copy  of  his  let- 
ter and  his  Message  thro'  M^  Hollenback,  J^ ,  could  be  g^ot 
and  sent. 

1  am  getting:  the  Statement  into  liyooming,  Wayne,  &°. ,  but 
1  think  the  Copies  in  the  2  papers  of  Wilkesbarre  will  be  the 
most  useful  and  important.  I  hope  you  have. succeeded  to  get 
them  to  insert  them.  I  sent  you  a  Complete  Copy,  and  desired 
another  to  be  sent  from  Philadelphia, and  now  send  you  a  third. 

20  persons  have  been  applying  here  to  find  out  the  Pennsyl- 
vaniania  owners  of  Land  on  Tyoga  heads,  I  believe  with  Sin- 
cerity ;  but  we  are  not  to  trust  to  anything  but  explicit  written 
Submissions. 

This  goes  by  a  person  bound  to  Tyoga  point ;  he  does  not 
stay  long,  so  that  I  am  forced  to  conclude  myself,  Gent*. 

Y'.  Mo.  Ob*.  Servant, 

Tknch  Coxk. 


Board  of  Property  of  Penns*.,  June  6,  18U1. 

Present,  Tench  Coxe,  Secretary  of  the  Land  OflRce,  Samuel 
<Tochran,  S.  G.,  Timothy  Matlack,  M.  Rolls. 

On  Sundry  Connecticut  Settlers  Submissions.  It  appears 
from  a  letter  and  endorsements  of  Nathan  Palmer,  £sq^,  pro- 
thonotary  of  Luzerne,  and  otherwise  that  had  been  delivered 
at  his  Office,  and  subsequently  to  the  last  day  of  December, 
1800,  that  sundry  like  submissions  had  been  received  through 
other  Channels,  but  that  for  want  of  timely  transmission  by 
the  Submittees,  or  for  want  of  timely  execution  by  them,  the 
Submissions  had  not  reached  the  Land  Office  until  after  the 
last  Day  of  December  afok'esaid  ;  Whereupon,  the  Board  are  of 
opinion  that  the  acceptance  of  all  Submissions  be  suspended, 
which  have  not  been  actually  received  at  the  Land  Office  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  1801 ;  the  5th  Section  of  the  act  of 
April  4th,  1800,  requiring  that  the  Claimants  should  make 
application  at  the  Land  Office  before  that  day. 

A  true  Copy, 

Tknch  Coxe, 
Secj-efari/  of  the  L.  Offlce, 
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(5.) 

Land  OfQce  of  Penns*.,  June  24,  1801. 
GentJenien : 

It  was  neceshiary  to  pass  under  the  View  of  the  Pk>ard  of  pro- 
perty sundry  ciises  of  Submission,  who  ha<l  not  actually  placed 
their  Instruments  of  Submissions  in  their  Office  before  the  first 
day  of  January,  1801 ;  they  were  variously  circumstanced  as  to 
dates ;  receipt  here  by  post  after  December,  by  the  prothonotary 
of  Luzerne,  before  ami  after  31  Dec^,  1801,  &,  &*•.,  but  they 
all  were  under  one  Circumstance,  that  of  not  being  in  this 
Office  on  or  before  the  31  Dec'.,  1800.  They  appeared  to  the 
Board  incapable  of  being  accepted,  but  they  deemed  it  best 
not  to  take  order  preremptorily.  The  Submissions  may,  if  they 
see  ijroper,  make  application  upon  the  Subject.  It  will  bo  well 
to  let  your  Clerk  make  a  Copy  of  the  above  Act  of  the  Board 
and  insert  in  a  Newspaper  or  put  it  up  in  your  Office  or  both. 
It  can  be  mentioned  to  M'.  Palmer  from  whom  the  greater  i^art 
of  them  were  received. 

I  have  sent  you  >)y  3  or  3  Channels  complete  Copies  of  the 
Statement  of  the  25*''  May.  and  many  others  have  gone  to  Ly- 
coming, Sunbury,Easton,  Philadelphia,  Bethlehem,  Allentown, 
&»c. ,  to  be  forwarded  also  to  our  different  Counties,  to  N.  Jer- 
sey, N.  York,  (Connecticut  and  Havre  de  Grace. 

M^  Jacob  Hart  took  some  for  you.  The  paper  here  has  pulv 
lished  the  Evidence  N''.  1  to  22.  I  sliall  be  glad  to  learn  what 
symptoms  apj)ear  from  the  publication. 

It  is  a  very  astonishing  thing  that  thene  people  will  still  pub- 
lish that  they  have  "a  grant"  from  Connecticut;  in  that  re- 
pect  the  statement  must  be  useful.  The  falsity  that  the  Penn- 
sylvaniaiis  are  seeking  to  Compromise  is  very  scandalous  and 
gross.  The  letter  of  Hogdon  and  E.  Tighlman  in  behalf  of  the 
Land  holders  is  in  a  very  firm  Spirit. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  know  what  appears  to  be  the  disposition 
of  the  late  Connecticut  from  their  Conversations  and  profes- 
sions ;  What  from  the  j)roceedings,  Unequivocal  acts.  It  will  be 
very  useful  to  ascertain  as  far  as  possible  the  views  and  ideas  of 
the  people  of  the  17  townships,  and  those  without,  whether 
the  latter  seem  tenacious,  bold,  threatning  or  the  reverse. 

1  .slionld  nincli  like  to  know  by  dranght  the  Land  within  the 
17  townships  eovennl  })y  l^ennsylv*.  rights  later  than  the  decree 
of  Trenton,  or  by  unleased  rights  of  any  age  and  the  owners, 
gen',   valne,  &\ 

There  arc  sonic  rights  for  land  on  th«»  West  of  the  N.  E.  Branch 
of  Susijiihanna.  above  Tawandee,  and  below  the  N.  York  line, 
which  Ix'ing  t.iid  before  ITs."),  when  the  Otlioe  opened  for  that 
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piacre,  will  be  of  doubtful  validity.  I  i<peak  thuH  because  I  aiii 
interested  Id  8ome  rights  in  1785  that  interfere  with  them,  and 
in  my  private  capacity  I  deem  the  opposing  rights  invalid  there. 
I  shall  not  sii^  in  the  Case,  being  interested.  A  right  of  the  Mar-> 
quis  of  Lansdown,  Gaskill  and  Hurst  interferes  in  one  or  two 
filaces  with  lis. 

If  you  could  procure  a  Copy  of  the  general  tax  advertise- 
ment and  send  hither,  it  would  be  useful.  Do  they  tax  the' 
Unsettled,  unimj)roved  land,  claimed  by  Connecticut  people? 
Few  or  none  of  the  Connecticut  people  have  taken  the  oath  of 
single  Claim  as  under  Connecticut  and  not  under  Pennsylvania 
and  Connecticut.  It  is  said  a  Number  have  purchased  both 
titles. 

I  hope  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  give  early  attention  to  the 
Lands  of  M'.  Charles  Stewart,  M'.  Robert  Wilson,  &*•.  ;  theyex^ 
])ected  it  when  they  furnished  the  Map. 

We  have  not  our  vacant  seat  filled  at  the  Board,  that  I  mean 
of  the  late  M'.  Muhlenberg.     But  we  have  three  on  the  8po1^ 
who  make  a  legal  Board  ;  the  placo  will  be  filled  this  Week  I 
fliiiik. 

I  shall  be  i)articularly  glad  to  hear  of  anything  relative  to  your 

IHusiness,  which  promises  a  great  progress  towards  an  end  this 

V  ear.     The  Matter  should  be  as  far  as  possible  Concluded  this 

j^^eason  ;  delays  always  dangerous ;  have  been  particularly  so  in 

t~  Biis  Case. 

I  am,  Grentlemen, 

Y'.  mos.  Ob*.  Servant, 

Tknch  Coxb. 


(6.) 

J^ancaster,  June  26,  1801. 
^homas  Cooper,  Esq'. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  two  favors  of  the  IS***  and  16^ 
-^3une ;  this  I  think  is  my  third  letter  to  the  Commissioners  or  you. 
^^Ve  have  had  Kinney  and  Baldwin's  resolutions,  on  which  I' 
^^h ink  you  ]>assajust  Judgment;  they  have  been  republished 
"Miy  Dickson  here  and  Duane  in  Phil*. ;  perha|>s  by  others.     I 
-Tsent  them  to  the  Comm".     It  is  a  most  unhappy  thing  to  see 
^hose  persons  make  a  public  declaration  that  they  have  "a 
:jjrant**  from  Connecticut  and  that  the  Pennylvanian  are  dis- 
posed to  Compromise  in  order  that  the  deception  of  the  farmers 
raay  be  kept  up. 

The  letters  I  sent  your  were  by  private  hands,  except  one  by 
post. 
The  }>eople  should  be  taught  that  your  Business  is  to  do  every-- 
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thing  that  tha  laws  anihoriHt  an<l  requlru  to  be  done  In  rela- 
tlon  to  the  Connectirut  Claim  witliln  the  17  townshlpfl,  and  no 
where  elne,  anil  that  there  le  no  ground  to  iay  that  the  Awieai- 
bly  will  do  any  tliioK  iiii)r«,  I  perceive  that  you  are  taking  pains 
toHhttw  them  the  true  atute.  Course  and  proHpeots  of  theBuM- 
new.  It  i»  all  iieoexiiary  from  the  ingenuity  and  Activity  that 
was  exerciitei).  I  am  doing  what  I  oan  to  give  the  New  Kng- 
lanc]  Statett  Correct  views  of  the  Injuries  anil  deceptions  which 
have  been  passed  upon  them  for  this  purpose.  I  have  covered 
CopiuH  uf  the  Btatfliiient  to  a  great  nuintmrof  Considerable 
men  In  all  the  States  north  of  ub.  The  Hovernors,  BenatorsA 
RepreeeutatlvBH,  JudgeH,  Uemlwra  of  the  State  legislatnres. 
Lawyers,  Landed  men,  &"..  the  Attorney  general  of  the  United 
States,  and  every  other  public  Man  from  N.  England,  from 
Waithington  to  MasaachuHSetB  are  served  w!th  Copies.  I  have 
sent  large  parcels  it  Co'.  Piekerlng,Doctorand  Joseph  Priestly, 
H««s".  Kidd,  Donnelland  Hepburn,  D.  Smith.  D.  Levy,  W.  Mont- 
gomery,Byer8,W.(irny,W".  Ellis, W.  and 8.  M'=Clay,Evan  Owens, 
N.Beanh,Adlum,Calou,theCarKonH,Q.  Palmer,Strouds, Horse- 
field,  Hodgdon,  Drinker.  Strawbrldge,  Francis.  E.  Tighiman 
and  every  other  person  I  can  think  of,  who  from  interest  or 
sltnatlon  can  be  of  use  in  circulating  the  pamphletBorsu  pport- 
Ing  or  explaining  our  title.  I  have  got  a  few  to  the  heads  of 
Tyoga,  the  Mouth  of  It,  Salem.  Exeler.  Kingston.  Wilkesliarrp. 
Wayne,  &".,  and  shall  continue  to  dixtrlhute  them.  I  shall  he 
glad  of  your  opinion,  wheMier  a  publication  of  ^,000  uf  tbeni 
at  200  Dollara  woulil  not  be  useful;  my  idea  would  I>e  to  put 
them  into  every  hand  we  (■oiild  reach  in  the  42  degree  east  at 
Allegheny  river:  there  might  l>e  a,  few  additions. 

M'.  Dickson  lias  published  nil  the  papers,  and  N.  1  to  N.  32, 
which  givi-s  WW  Copies  of  that  im|>ortant  jwrt ;  but  these  go 
obietly  ainoug  the  Repnblicans  in  Cliester,  Ijancoster.  Dauphin. 
York,  Adatus,  Franklin  and  Cumberland,  and  among  the 
printers  In  various  states. 

I  think  it  unnecessary  to  Justify  the  State  in  the  gniiind  she 
may  be  compelled  to  take,  that  all  America  should  know  Ibi'- 
Affair  j  I  have  then-fore  sent  some  copies  to  Washington,  Del- 
aware, Maryland,  N.  Jersey,  and  have  a  promise  from  I>nan<- 
to  publish  the  )}a|M-r  in  3  or  4  Aurora's  which  go  through  Vir- 
ginia, the  Carolinas,  Oeorgiii,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  I 
rely  mncli  utMin  the  Influence  of  flinnie  on  the  public  people  of 
Connecticut,  for  checking;  all  further  proceeding  in  such  li 
transjvclioi), 

J  slinll  b.>  glail  to  receive  a  Copy  of  the  renunciation   of   thf 
Joint  title.      I  nm  of  oiiinion  that  if  ainaii  has  held  tiotli  lieciii^ 
not  rcnouneeone  to  bring  himself  within  the  Law.      BepieaiH-i  ~^ 
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to  Kive  particular  Attention  to  the  Section  and  to  our  form, 
when  you  Consider  this  point.  A  man  cannot  fj^et  5  dollars  for 
a  Pennsylv*  title,  and  have  a  trustee  purchase  the  Connecticut 
title,  to  the  same  lands,  for  2  dollars.  I  am  mistaken  if  you 
do  not  And  considerai>le  Union  of  the  two  titles.  The  depofii- 
tion  should  be  close  to  the  law  and  generally  well  drawn.  It 
would  seem  well  that  the  tracts  and  titles  to  which  each  man's 
oath  applies  should  l^e  identified. 

If  many  of  the  half  share  men  have  settled  in  the  17  townships, 
fhere  must  be  disputes  among  them,  for  there  are  near  300,000 
A*,  submitted. 

I  am  of  opinion,  Sir,  that  the  plan  of  Communication  you 
liave  Commenced,  will  be  highly  serviceable  to  the  State,  give 
i^reat  facility  and  precision  to  the  Operations  of  Government 
i%nd  be  of  much  use  to  the  private  owners  of  Land;  to  those 
aind  every  other  good  end  I  shall  promptly  and  carefully  use 
^vhat  you  may  Communicate  as  fact,  or  rumor ;  the  necessary 
«iiscri  mi  nations  between  certainty,  possibility  and  probability 
^ill  be  duly  attended  to. 

The  resolution  of  M'.  Franklin  with  M'.  Kinne,  if  it  should 
take  place,  will  prove  the  body  of  the  Country  unfaithful  to 
Pennsylv*.  Those  who  regard  the  prosperit7  of  Jjuzerne  will 
do  well  to  oppose  it ;  no  man  can  believe  them  sincere  if  they 
do  not.  It  would  seem  to  be  friendly  to  put  them  Cautiously 
on  their  guard. 

I  do  not  learn  that  Co'.  Horn  has  yet  served  any  of  the  Set- 
tlers with  notices,  or  obtained  their  Submissions. 

The  Stateof  Pennsylvaniadoes  not  take  into  its  consideration 
the  decision  of  the  cause.  It  believes,  knows  and  affirms  that 
Connecticut  has  lost  its  claim,  by  a  conclusive  trial,  had,  ad- 
mitted and  released  ;  has  never  conveyed  its  claim  to  any  Set- 
tler or  Company ;  could  not  convey  a  right,  having  itself  no 
right,  and  it  therefore  passes  penal  laws  for  setting  up  and  act- 
ing upon  a  foreign  title,  derogatory  to  its  rights  and  peace,  and 
to  the  sovereign  Authority  of  the  U.  S.  ;  it  acts  as  if  Tennessee, 
the  youngest  State,  were  to  set  up  a  groundless  foreicrn  title  to 
Greene,  Washing^^^on,  and  Fayette.  It  acts  more  mildly  than 
it  did  with  Virginia  in  the  Law  of  1780,  and  more  mildly  than 
N.  York  did  with  Connecticut  in  its  law  of  1796,  Jay,  Gover- 
nor ;  of  the  !•»  law  you  will  see  a  Copy  in  the  State  laws,  p.  — , 
and  of  the  latter  I  gave  you  Copies  to  distribute. 

It  is  my  opinion.  Sir,  that  proofs  of  any  lawful  Conduct  at 
the  Meeting  should  be  procured  and  transmitted  without  delay. 
Anything  that  is  against  law  should  be  attended  to  in  like 
manner,  upon  every  occasion ;  and  in  the  case  of  every  person, 
great  and  small, my  opinion  is,  that  the  laws  must  be  completely 
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executed,  without  warmth  or  hesitation,  hut   that  they  muFt 
be  executed. 

Evan  Owen,  E8q^,  was  here,  but  he  did  not  tell  me  so  much 
as  you  Mention,  nor  indeed  anything  like  it,  I  however  fully 
CreiUt  it  from  his  Conduct. 

It  will  be  of  g^reat  Consequence  to  ascertain  in  what  of  the  17 
townships  half  share  men  have  settled  since  1795,  or  how  much 
land,  or  what  land,  who  owns  it,  and  every  other  useful  part.  I 
wish  aisoto  know  precisely  on  what  land, who  owns  it, and  every 
other  useful  fact.  I  wish  also  to  know  precisely  on  what  land, 
and  where,  Co'.  John  Jenkins  has  settled  ;  a  draui^ht  shewing 
the  Connecticut  lines  and  the  Pennsylvania  lines,  warrants  and 
owners,  could  be  highly  useful,  and  so  of  Franklin  and  any  of 
their  first  Q.  S.  Misleaders. 

Wright's  Conduct  is  highly  Culpable,  dangerous  and  unjust ; 
he  has  bought  largely  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  and 
so  has  his  father.  They  are  afraid  of  their  ill  gotten  lands  ami 
of  their  Safety — he  is  a  Magistrate.  I  think  his  Case  and  Con- 
duct must  be  ronsi<lered  :  as  to  myself  I  am  honored,  as  an 
Officer  and  Citizen  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  disesteem  of  the 
enemies  to  her  peace  and  rights,  and  of  the  property  of  my 
fellow  Citizens ;  let  M^  Wright  publish  the  Extract  of  letters, 
Copies,  minutes,  Alwtracts  from  Laws,  A*^. ,  N".  1  to  23  without 
a  name,  if  he  chuses,  under  the  head  of  papers  concerning  the 
Connecticut  Claim. 

How  does  the  post  OflQce  behave?  If  it  is  guilty  of  anything 
improper,  I  recommend  the  taking  of  Affidavits. 

Now,  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  know  you  are  arrived,  I  shall 
go  uj)on  the  Luzerne  business,  in  order  that  upon  a  review  you 
may  receive  everything  which  has  l)een  overlooked  or  omitted. 

I  have  sent  to  M^  Mott  for  M'.  Sambourne's  2  drafts,  but  he 
was  nut  in  the  way.  I  will  repeat  the  application  with  my  re- 
membrances to  the  Gentlemen  of  and  Connected  with  the  Com- 
mission.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Tknch  Coxk. 


(7.) 

Lancaster,  June  29''',  1801. 
TheComm". ,  Luzerne. 

Gentlemen  :  An  application  has  been  made  by  M'.  Geo.  Welles, 
formerly  of  <  'onnecticut,  but  now  ooneerned  with  C.  Carroll 
and  R.  Caton,  Esq*^'. .  of  Marvin !i< I,  to  know  the  owner  of  some 
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Lands  near  to  Latimer  and  Pickering's  and  0"^.  land,  on  the 
west  side  of  tbe  Susqiie*.,  near  Tyoga,  for  whicli  I  have  re- 
ferred him  to  M^  Sauibourne'8  Maps.  It  will  be  necessary  that 
a  disclaim  in  form  should  be  signed  by  M^  Reddington,  for 
vrhom  he  applies,  or  the  Pennsylvanians  will  not  treat  with  him. 
We  are  making  up  for  you  a  list  of  all  the  Submissions  which 
are  Contemplated  in   the  Act  of  the  Board  of  property  of  the 

instant,as  too  late  for  acceptance.     The  only  Chance  those 

persons  have  is  the  general  good  Conduct  ^f  the  Connecticut 
Claimants.  There  will  be  little  hope  if  M^  Jenkins  remains 
Unindicted,  intruders  should  be  elected,  the  agent  should  be 
interrupted.  The  Submittees  of  1800  should  not  be  frank  and 
prompt  to  iinish  their  business,  intrusion  should  continue  or 
increase,  or  in  short,  if  the  body  of  the  people  of  the  County 
do  not  act  like  Pennsylvanians  and  support  the  State  and  check 
and  secure  the  intruders. 

M'.  Joseph  Wright's  refusal  to  publish  our  defence,  when  his 
^Fazette  contains  adverse  papers,  ought  to  attract  the  Notice 
of  the  Government  and  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania;  he  is  either 
afraid  to  do  justice  or  unjustly  disposed;  he  has  refused  to 
|>u1>lish,  to  justify  the  title  of  his  native  State  Confirmed  by 
tiie   laws.     It  will  of  Course  be  known  to  th«  Governor,  the 
^^lembers  of  the  Board  of  property  and  other  Officers  of  the 
Czi^overnment.     It  will  justify  suits  against  him  for  defamation 
r">f  title,  when  he  publishes   the  false  assertion  that  the  Com- 
lies  have  a  grant  from  Connecticut ,  he  published  last  year 
alse  and  wicked  attacks  on  me  and  now  he  will  not  allow  me 
o  shew  by  great  recorded  truth  that  those  falsehoods  are  such. 
^  Wright's  refusal  to  publish  for  us,  while  he  publishes  for  M^ 
IVranklin,  is  a  desperate,  deadly  symptom.     We  must  not  allow 
^ach    treatment.     It  must  be  known  to  the  Legislature  when 
^•hey  meet  that  the  universal  hostility  of  the  Submittees,  or 
'their  being  overawed,  may  be  known  and  the  pro])er  remedies 
.Applied.     If  M'.  Wright,  who  to  all  tnings  besides  is  a  native 
of  Penns'. ,  will  not  do  us  Justice,  what  are  we  to  expect?  Such 
Conduct  gives  a  Blind  and  desperate  Obstinacy  to  the  unlaw- 
ful Conduct  l)y  which  we  are  kept  out  of  our  property  and 
peace.     It  is  extreme  want  of  Wisdom  for  M^  Wright  to  pro- 
tract the  Settlement  of  the  Luzerne  Business,  for  liis  family 
has  a  vast  quantity  of  submitted  claims,  the  value  of  which 
would  be  great  indeed,  if  the   Affair  were  settled,  but  it  will 
all  be  worth  little  if  it  shall  be  kept  alive  in  the  Manner  of  late 
yeara     I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  M'.  Wright  is  ex- 
tremely wrong  in  supposing,  or  rather  in  saying,  that  the  Con- 
necticut people  will  concede  nothing  to  what  comes  from  me, 
for  I  know  that  numbers  have  been  convinced,  by  the  facts 
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and  papers  published  since  I  have  been  in  Office.  I  have  in- 
Gessant  interviews  with  and  Comtnunioations  from  people  in 
that  Connection,  and  I  know  it  to  be  witli  considerable  effect. 
Besides  the  truths  I  have  collected  do  not  Come  from  me; 
they  proceed  from  the  Tjegislatures  of  the  Union,  of  Penns*. 
and  Connecticut,  from  the  federal  and  State  Courts,  from  the 
public  records,  from  every  source,  but  me.  I  merely  say  that 
they  exist,  and  make  myself  responsible  to  shew  them. 

It  will  not  do  for  Intruders  under  a  rasured  deed  to  irapeach 
the  veracity  of  an  Officer,  against  whom  no  man  has  risked  a 
Charge.  ]\P.  Jacob  Hart  will  tell  M'.  Wright  that  I  shewed 
him  the  Indian  preemption  deeds,  the  letters  of  Gov.  FItoh, 
the  Journals  of  our  last  session  of  Assembly,  the  charge  of  Judge 
Pattei*son,  the  Certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  U.  S.  ;  in  short,  every  paper  he  could  look  at. 

M^  Evan  Owen's  declaration  proves  that  the  laws  cannot  be 
executed,  wherefore,  remedy  must  be  had.  We  asserted  this 
last  Winter  and  it  was  denied. 

I  wish  if  a  Copy  of  the  Statement  could  be  got  to  Charles 
Williamson,  Esq'.,  that  it  might  be  sent;  I  would  send  him  50 
if  I  had  a  Conveyance. 

Depositions  of  material  facts  will,  as  you  know,  Gentlemen, 
be  very  useful ;  the  Committees  of  the  I^egislature  will  rely 
upon  them  in  making  new  legal  provisions. 

I  do  not  recollect  anything  material  to  affect  the  business 
that  has  occurred  since  your  departure.  Everything  now  rests 
upon  that  frank,  faithful,  prompt  execution  of  the  law  of  1799, 
which  I  am  sure  you  are  determined  to  give.  You  may  rely 
on  my  efforts  with  all  the  strength  I  am  possessed  of,  and  with 
all  good  faith  to  the  Settlers,  &"■.,  to  aid  you  in  the  expedi- 
tious execution  of  that  law,  and  rely  upon  you  convincing  every 
man  in  Luzerne,  of  a  sound  mind  and  heart,  that  you  and  this 
government,  in  all  its  parts  are  determined  to  execute  that  law 
with  liberality  and  effect. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Tench  Coxk. 

The  Commissioners,  Wilkpsbarre,  Luzerne. 


Lane/.,  .June  29,  1801. 


Thomas  <Jooper,  Esq'. 

Dear  Sir :  I  write  upon  the  public  Business,  but  having  filled 
my  sheet  am  obliged  to  inclose  in  another,  and  give  you  our 
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news  on  the  cover.  We  have  not  yet  a  rec^  general,  but  his 
commission  to  morrow  ;  the  blank  having  gone  down  of  Sat- 
urday for  him.  I  am  uncertain  who  it  will  be,  but  I  think  we 
shall  have  a  firm  Officer  in  the  Luzerne,  Allegheny  and  repub- 
lican Affairs.  Gen'.  P.  Muhlenberg  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
8enate  of  the  U.  S.,  and  has  by  this  day  no  doubt  his  Comm°. 
as  Supervisor.  No  removals  have  taken  place  in  Pennsylvania 
since  you  left  us,  for  even  General  Henry  Miller  is  not  yet 
known  to  be  superseded.  It  is  expected  that  D^  Logan  will 
go  to  the  Senate. 

Our  last  accounts  from  Egypt  give  us  a  mysterious  represen- 
tation of  a  Battle  of  the  21"  of  March,  without  any  letter  from 
the  Comm^  in  Chief  Abercrombie,  and  tho'  they  pretend  that 
the  French  suffered  extremely,  and  were  Compleatly  routed, 
they  profess  to  fear  an',  attack  on  the  22"*. 

The  Emperor  Paul  does  not  relieve  England  from  the  armed 
neutrality  by  his  death ;  tho*  gone,  the  Emperor  Alexander 
seems  to  Countenance  that  formidable  Combination.  The 
reply  of  the  Commanding  OflBcer  at  Carlserona,  to  the  British 
Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  is  as  firm  as  rock ;  had  the  Danes  de- 
feated the  British,  Sweden  could  not  have  been  more  decided ; 
Which  must  have  been  produced  by  her  Belief  of  the  young 
Emi>eror's  sincerity  in  the  Combination. 

It  is  reputed  that  any  disaster  the  French  may  have  sus- 
tained will  quicken  the  feelings  of  the  French,  Russians  and 
Austrians  in  regard  to  Turkey,and  perhaps  produce  some  grand 
Combination,  which  will  precipitate  the  fate  of  the  Ottoman 
empire.  Every  day  convinces  us  that  the  British  could  have 
made  a  bad  Affair  of  the  attempt  to  pass  the  Sound,  but  for  a 
finesse  of  Nelson's.  He  has  returned  to  England  in  a  State  of 
dissent  ion  with  Parker. 

We  Continue  to  be  galled  with  the  British  Cruisers,  but  hear 
very  little  of  French  depredations.  Tripoli  is  our  open  enemy, 
But  not  Algiers ;  tho*  our  tribute  is  in  arrear  three  years— this 
is  equally  unaccounted  for  and  certain.  It  seems  that  our 
government  has  not  given  a  Cent  for  tribute  for  three  years. 
But  what  have  they  done  with  the  tribute  money? 

Our  government  Continues  to  explain  its  purpose  of  removing 
no  man  for  his  political  Sentiments,  so  says  a  most  respectable 
letter  I  have  lately  received  from  W. 

Some  of  the  (/olonial  Government  of  S*.  Croix,  &*'».,  have 
passed  thro'  this  town  and  are  strong  in  their  declaration  of 
War  against  England. 

Our  federal  Judges  from  West  Penns'.  passed  thro'  this  pla<;e 
and  York  on  the  20^**  and  21"  to  open  the  Court  at  Bedford  on 
the  25^\ 

26— Vol.  XVIII. 
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It  jH  soli]  the  Britlxh  ffovurnintiiit  have  become  very  jeKlona 
of  the  Iriah  emigrations  to  this  Country ;  buHiileu  t>eing  farmers 
the  poople  are  all  traJeKmeii  likewise.  About  1,000  have  arrived 
in  ttie  Uelaware,  boil'd  also  iu  N.  York  ;  thore  are  Quaker  and 
Presliyterians  in  greater  Numbent  than  CatholluH.  Their  Ob- 
struct ioiia  can  nut  be  got  over  by  lliepoor,  but  the  rich  and  HUb- 
Htatitial  will  Gome  wliile  Land  is  Cheap  here  and  unatainable 
there.  Bread  and  freedom  plenty  and  Irixbmen  admitted  to 
)>e  liuiuan  beinjia 

I  see  iiotliiug  to  change  my  belief  tliat  Portugal  wit!  uudergoe 
some  material  ohange.  It  does  not  eeem  10  lie  Confirmed  that 
the  British  have  lauded  a  force  at  ttie" Bottom  of  the  Ked  Sea." 
We  have  an  odd  rumour  here  about  Trlpoh,  which  is  aald  to 
be  in  poeseasiou  of  the  French  ;  if  so  it  will  be  well  for  us  as  they 
are  Certainly  hoslile  to  us. 

Our  crops  of  grass  look  aa  if  they  grew  upon  a  Country  twice 
aelarge;  our  Wheat,  Rye  and  Barley  look  i-quully  line.  Markets 
Continue  generous  at  home  and  abroati ;  our  reapers  are  ex- 
pected to  demand  one  dollar  p'.  day.  M'.  Strickland  has  how- 
ever written  a  pamphlet  iu  England  asserting  that  our  Agri- 
culture lias  declined,  and  that  it  is  owing  to  the  CJonstJtutlonti 
of  the  Htates  and  the  Manners  of  tha  people. 

Youra  very  respectfully, 

Tkncu  Coxr. 

It  Is  Buggestetl  to  ihe  Oommlasioners,  that  there  will  lie  ap- 
plications made  to  them  upon  the  Subject  of  lands  within  the 
17  towushlps  not  yet  submitted,  and  upon  the  subject  of  lands, 
without  the  bounds  of  the  Seventeen  towushi|)H  lor  the  pitchis) 
not  yet  submitted.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Commissioners 
open  a  small  book  of  half  a  dozen  Sheets  of  paper,  and  that 
they  give  an  opportunity  to  every  such  person  to  put  down  his 
(Quantity  of  Land,  Situation,  Name,  &".  Some  euoh  heading 
OS  the  following  might  be  well: 

ApplicatioHS  for  new  Subminni'jiU. 

A.  B.  makes  Application  to  have  an  Opjtortnnity  to  lie  in- 
cluded within  the  terms  of  the  Act  of  April  4,  1T!>9.  foroue  tract 
of  300  acres  in  Plttstown  and  one  in  Ulster,  ft*^'.  A.  B. 

Wllkesbarre,  March  81,  IHOl. 

And  so  of  the  Lauds  in  the  pitcliis.  The  reference  to  the 
Charge  ot  Judge  Patterson  is  {>.  40,  lant  tui  nigra ph  ;  It  would 
be  well  to  collect  and  minute  the  ri'ul  anil  fair  evidencen  of 
Application  liy  Connecticut  men  under  that  law,  without  ap- 
pearing to  give  any  Countenance  or  Sanction  to  them;  the 
whole  course  of  conduct,  with  tlie  precise  dates  on  the  part  of 
the  Connecticut  men,  should  be  made  Satisfactorily  to  appear. 
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The  Conflrining  law  wan  produced  by  a  deception.  The  Con- 
^  necticut  men  asserted  that  the  Lands  had  been  bought  with 
the  Consent  of  the  State,  and  that  Connecticut  had  trans- 
ferred them,  made  the  Companies,  Corporations,  &<*.  The 
Conditions  have  not  been  performed. 

The  Susqaehannah  Company's  Minutes  are  not  original,  nor 
do  they  Shew  proceedings  anterior  to  Dec'.  28,  1768,  nor  sub- 
sequent to  May  23,  1774,  the  Articles  of  Association  of  1753  and 
the  fundamental  rules  and  records  of  Members,  and  evidences 
of  the  Erection  of  Eleven  out  of  the  17  townships  are  all  want- 
ing.    The  Indian  deed  should  be  shown  to  evidence  that  the 
townships  are  Contained  within  its  description.     As  the  ori- 
g^inals  are  not  brought  forward,  we  may  be  sure  that  they  are 
Averse  to   shew  them.      It  will   require  that  they  be  unsus- 
pectedly  drawn  out.     Co".  Franklin  has  them  all  in  the  County. 
He  told  me  he  would  furnish  them.     They  Certainly  have  Com- 
jplete  old  draughts  of  the  townships.     It  appears  Clear  to  me 
-chat  the    17  townshij^s  were   Confined  to  the  old  purchase  of 
1768,  and  that  the  old  town  of  Ulster  was  originally  so  laid,  and 
^hat  they  afterwards  Carried  it  in  part  over  the  West  Side  of 
sSusquehannah  in  the  purchase  of  1785  (See  Min.  Dec^  28,  1768). 
Was  Jacobs  "a  Settler"  before  the  decree  of  Trenton,  or  ever? 
I  think  not.     Then  is  his  Connecticut  claim  of  any  avail?  In- 
numerable forfeitures  have  affected  the  titles  of  Settlei-s ;  they 
Conceal  their  proceedings  i>artly  on  that  account.     See  first 
mill,  of  1770. 
Where  were  the  Indian  School  lands  located?  10  miles  by6. 
The  rules  and  regulations  Considered  as  in  force  on  the  30*** 
of  Dec'. ,  1782,  are  necessiiry.     See  Sect.  5,  Act  of  4  Ap. ,  1799. 

The   time   of  surveying  each   township  is  Necessary.      No 
Survey  or  resurvey  after  Dec'.  30***,  1782,  appears  to  beadmissi- 


Land  Office,  Pennsylvania,  July  8**',  1801. 
Gentlemen : 

By  a  late  Mail  I  sent  you  a  packet  Containing  all  that  re- 
mained of  the  admitted  Connecticut  Submissions.  It  was  with- 
out a  letter,  the  date  being  marked  over  the  seal  on  the  Cover. 

This  inclosure  will  contain  "a  list  of  the  unaccepted  Sub- 
missions** of  Job  Irish  and  others;  these  are  the  Submissions 
referred  to  in  the  Minute  of  the  6th  June,  1801. 

All  the  Submissions  heretofore  maile  are  Conceived  to  be  in 
the  two  general  lists.     1"S  of  Submissions  admitted  ;  2'*'^,  Sub- 
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inisuions  not  admitted.  Should  any  person  apply  on  the  former 
list  you  will  iind  a  Certified  Copy  in  your  hands.  Should  any 
person  apply  on  the  latter  list  you  will  see  the  reason  Why  it 
has  not  been  transmitted.  If  you  desire  to  have  Certified 
copies  of  Job  Irish  and  others  unaccepted  Sabmissions,  they 
shall  besjut.  I  expedite  this  that  the  Comm*^.  and  the  parties 
may  not  be  incommoded  by  the  want  of  it. 

In  haste, 

Y'.  respectful  h.  Servant, 

Tknch  Coxs. 


(10.) 

Land  Office,  Penns*. ,  July  16,  1801. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  sent  to  you  a  Compleat  list  of  the  Con- 
necticut Submissions,  which  are  not  deemed  capable  of  being 
accepted  ;  also  all  the  Copies  which  were  not  before  sent  of  the 
accepted  Submissions. 

Since  the  date  of  M^  Cooper's  two  letters,  p.  post  in  June, 
nothing  but  them  has  been  recei veil  here  from  Luzerne.  En- 
quiries have  been  made  about  the  returns  of  Survey  of  the 
Lands  r<'leased  by  Joseph  Read,  Esq^ ,  and  by  James  Gibson, 
Esq'.,  &  a*.  These  will  be  found,  I  presume,  among  the  re- 
turns furnished  thro'  this  OfTice  from  the  Surveyor  Gen**. Office. 
Should  they,  or  any  other  returns  ])e  wanting,  they  will  be 
furnished  on  Notice,  if  they  can  be  found  in  this  dei>artment. 

John  M'^Kissick,  Esq'. ,  being  appointed  permanently  as  re- 
ceiver gen'. ,  the  Board  of  property  is  now  full,  but  no  delay  to 
the  Luzernt*  Business  has  occurred  by  reason  of  the  vacancy. 
Everything  incumbent  on  the  Officers  being  done  before  the 
death  of  M'.  Muhlenberg. 

The  ( -opies  of  the   Statement   addressed  to  you  have  l)een 
Nearly  all  distributed;  partly  among  the    Settlers  to  inform 
tliein,  i)artly  among  men  in  authority  or  of  weight  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  a  View  to  a  well  directed  and  jtist  future  Conduct 
on  tin'  part  of  the  Settler's  state;  partly  among  persons  of  pu>>- 
lie  Character  in  the  United  States  Government,  and  in  those 
of  New  Kngland,   Xew  York,  N.  Jersey,  Delaware  and   Mary- 
larnl.  by  way  of  aj^peal  for  the  justice  of  our  Cause,  our  iiast 
moderation  and  the  reasonableness  of  future  Coercion  ;  i>artly 
among  ]>nl>lic  an<l    private  ix^rsons  in  Connecticut,  that  they 
may  s«m»    the  shame   and  other  evils  which  may  follow  to  indi- 
viduals  and   lo    their  ]>nhlio.  even  if  the  intrusions  Should  l>e 
Continued.      I  hav«' let t«'rs  from  various  i)ersons  Convincing  me 
that    tin*   l>o«ly  of  evidence   has  liad  the  best  effects  iu  several 
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pJaces.  I  consider  M'.  Wright's  refusal  to  publish  these  for  a 
great  evil  to  the  State,  and  a  great  cause  of  Complaint  against 
him ;  it  is  particuJarly  increased  by  the  violent  and  false  Charge 
against  me,  which  he  has  published.  I  hope  he  will  yet  do 
justice  to  his  native  State  and  to  his  own  Character,  as  an 
impartial  printer,  by  republishing  the  Statement. 

There  has  been  a  publication  in  Hamilton's  |3aper  tending  to 
depreciate  the  Commissioners,  to  reflect  on  the  Governor  and 
to  make  ill  impressions  upon  the  Submitters,  &^,  Of  which  a 
Copy  has  been  purchased  by  a  Witness ;  the  Use  of  that  News- 
paper will  be  considered ;  enclosed  Is  a  Copy  of  the  Article 
alluded  to.  It  is  sent  that  you  may  attend  to  the  ill  effects  of 
it  and  particularly  to  the  republication  of  it  if  it  should  take 
place.  Should  either  paper  at  Wilkesbarre  refer  to  it,  you  will 
understand  their  Allusions.  Should  either  republish  it,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  of  it,  and  to  have  a  Copy  brought  by  some  in- 
different person  ;  it  cannot  be  allowed  that  the  press  Should 
wound  and  destroy  and  never  defend ;  if  the  laws  will  punish 
such  things,  they  Should  not  pass  unnoticed.  A  Copy  of  the 
Article  is  inclosed. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  acknowledgement  of  the  letters 
and  papers,  which  have  gone  from  hence  to  you.  Gen'.  W™. 
Montgomery  informed  me  that  he  had  seen  M'.  Cooper  and  he 
gave  me  his  impressions  of  the  Business  at  the  time. 

I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  friends  and  Connections  of  Con- 
necticut in  the  other  States  and  in  our  national  affairs  will  re- 
quire of  their  leading  men  that  that  they  lend  a  hand  to  stop 
this  pernicious  and  dishonorable  t>U8iness.  I  have  given  many 
of  them,  from  the  Potowmack  to  Boston,  an  opportunity  to 
see  our  facts  and  documents  and  the  Conduct  of  Connecticut. 
I  even  hope  that  you  will  i)erceive  the  influence  of  the  a<1vice 
and  expostulations  of  those  persons  upon  the  Springs  of  Action 
among  certain  leaders  in  Luzerne. 

In  regard  to  the  present  operations  of  j'our  Commission,  I 
do  not  recollect,  Gentlemen,  anything  which  it  is  in  the  power 
of  my  Colleagues  or  myself  to  do  to  facilitate  or  expedite  your 
Movements  which  is  undone.  Whatever  shall  occur  to  me  will 
receive  prompt  and  effectual  attenticm,  for  I  do  devoutly  wish 
an  early  and  Complete  execution  of  your  important  Business. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Y^  respt^ctful,  hum.  Servant, 

Tkncii  Coxk. 
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{Private. ) 

Lane'. ,  July  16,  1801. 
Oentlemen: 

I  have  a  Number  of  Lands  in  Luzerne,  the  taxes  on  which  I 
have  taken  all  the  pains  in  luy  iK>wer  to  ascertain  and  pay. 
I  have  sent  at  one  time  one  remittance,  at  another  time  my 
Friend  M'.  8.  Duponoeau,  of  Philadelphia,  sent  another  remit- 
*.ance.  The  sums  are  supposed  to  be  in  full  of  all  for  which  the 
Oomm".  are  to  make  sale  in  August.  1  will  ask  the  favor  of 
your  Inspection  into  the  Matter  for  me.  There  are  4  tracts  in 
the  names  of  Timothy  Pickering,  S'.  Hodgdon,  D.  Ingraham, 
J'.,  and  Tench  Coxe,  Of  which  1  suspect  the  taxes  have  paid 
both  by  Pickering  and  Hodgdon  and  myself.  There  are  a  Num- 
ber of  others  of  mine.  The  whole  will  appear,  I  think,  on  a  list 
sent  me  by  Thomas  Wright,  Esq^,  and  now  in  his  hands.  I 
will  thank  you  to  apply  to  him  for  it,  and  to  have  an  examin- 
arion  made  whether  the  taxes  are  marked  paid  once  for  each 
year  or  twice  for  each  year,  upon  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof. 
1  gave  the  warrantees,  dates  of  warrants  and  quantities  re- 
turned. Should  it  appear  that  any  part  of  the  taxes,  for 
which  Sales  are  to  be  made  in  August,  remain  undischarged, 
I  will  thank  you  to  i>ay  them,  and  I  or  M'.  Duponceau  will  re- 
pay the  Money  when  you  please ;  the  matter  will  require  early 
attention  and  Care,  tho*  but  a  little.  I  suppose  all  is  paid.  I 
should  be  glad  also  of  a  bill  of  the  federal  taxes  on  the  same 
lands,  and  of  advice  of  the  time  when  they  must  be  paid.  If 
th(^re  be  any  danger  of  Sales,  M^  Duponceau  may  be  advise<.i 
by  i>o8t. 

i  beg  you  to  excuse  this  trouble  and  to  Command  in  any  mat- 
ter wherein  I  can  reciprocate  the  Service. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Y^  very  humble  Servant, 

Tench  Coxk. 

Thomas  Cooper,  John  Steele  &  W.  Wilson,  Esq".  M'.  Sam- 
bourne,  M'.  Llovd. 

I  direct  generally,  as  1  do  not  know  who  may  be  out  or  who 
at  Wilkesbarre. 


(11.; 

iiiind  onicf  oi   P<'nns\,  July  24,  1801. 
GcMitlenien  : 

In  your  lctt«'rof  Hie  l^^ih,  hm*'^  last  night,  you  do  not  say  any- 
thing of  tli(^  (\'ise  of  M^  15.  TliayiM*,  from  which  I  suppose  mine 
upon   that   Subjert    had  not    rradird  you.     Applications  have 
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been  made  to  the  Surveyor  General's  Office  for  returns  as  re- 
quired  by  Scudder  &  al.  and  by  Stewart's  releases.  Trimbull'S 
deed,  I  supposed,  had  been  received  and  a  Copy  sent,  but  I  will 
attend  to  it. 

All  my  Communications  are  made  to  you  on  the  footing  of 
mere  Conferences  between  men  related  by  Office ;  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  your  discretion,  iK>wers,  reK{>onsibilities,  &•*.,  I  wish  you 
to  know  what  1  observe  with  my  reflexions,  not  always  digested, 
and  never  to  be  adopted  were  I  to  act  instead  of  you,  but  as 
they  may  appear  right  at  the  last  hour. 

You  have  the  Minute  of  property  of  June  6,  1801,  about  the 
untimely  Submissions,  and  since  you  have  a  list  of  those  Sub- 
missions which  that  minute  Contemplated.     The    Suspension 
was  merely  to  affirm  the  question  whether  there  appeared  any 
impediment  to  their  acceptance.     It  was  unanimously  thought 
there  waK.     It  was  studiously  avoided  to  make  the  formal  act 
more  strong  than  a  Suspension,  because  it  was  wished  to  shew 
c;very  attention  to  the  parties  whose   acts  were  out    of  time. 
!None  of  us,  however,  have  any  doubt  that  we  Cannot  Consider 
"them  under  the  Act  of  1799;  had  any  party  been  on  the  Spot 
^nd  not  asked  a  postponement  we  should  have  decided  that  the 
Submission  was  not  effectual.     Being  absent,  we  thought  it 
'would  be  better  received  not  to  decide  Conclusively.     The  Sub- 
missions sent  by  the  post  are  not  at  all  those  intended  by  the 
minute,  but  a   parcel  that  had  been  omitted.      This  I    dis- 
covered upon  a  recent  revision.     It  is  not  our  intenion  to  ask 
or  require  the  presence  of  the  Submitters  who  are  too  late.     If 
you  think  it  expedient  to  decide  finally,  we  will  do  it  in  any 
Case  or  Cases  to  fix  the  principal,  or  if  the  parties  desire  we 
will  do  so.     It  will,  however,  be  agreeable  to  us  if  the  Comm". 
examine  and  Consider  the  Minute  and  the  list,  and  if  they  will 
Mien  favor  us  with  all  the  Considerations  which  occur  to  them 
in  favour  of  the  admission,  they  will  be  pleased  to  take  the 
^vhole  range  of  law,  Equity  and  policy.     It  is  my  personal  in- 
:  «ntiun  to  give  a  Chance  for  legislative  relief  in  this,  and  every 
>ther  Case,  wherein  it  shall  appear  equitable  or  politic,  pro- 
►''ided   the  Conduct  of  the  Counties   of  Wayne  and  Luzerne 
iliall  make  me  to  say  in  good  Conscience  that  they  deserve  it. 
■?hey  have  not  a  little  in  their  own  hands,  for  they  can  restrain 
:.  he  violent,  the  anarchic  and  the  Criminal,  or  bring  them  to 
^stice. 
The  point  of  view  in  which  the  Board  considered  the  unac- 
cepted Submissions  is  this.     There  are  powers  given  to  reseive 
Submissions  within  Certain  limits  of  place  (the  17  Townships) 
und  within  Certain  limits  of  time  (1799  and  1800).     The  ques- 
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tion  then  was  are  these  Submissions  within  those  limits  and 
Capable  of  acceptance? 

A  representation  or  representMions  from  any  one  or  more  of 
the  Submitters  can  be  made  in  writing  and  sent  hither  p.  post ; 
the  parties  not  need  be  here. 

My  opinion  of  M^  Wright's  Conduct  was  entirely  founded 
upon  the  information  that  he  steadily  refused  to  the  13***  Ult*". 
to  publish  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Commissioners.  It  was 
added  that  various  solid  Arguments  had  been  used  to  persuade 
him,  but  that  nothing  would  avail.  This  information  is  so 
different  from  the  last  that  I  must,  of  course,  drop  all  opinions 
founded  upon  the  first  Information. 

I  liope,  however,  the  letter  will  be  immediately  published. 
It  is  unequivocal  in  wishes  and  influences,  favoring  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  law  of  1799.  Betsides  this,  no  man  in  his  Senses  can 
doubt  me  on  tliat  point;  did  I  not  oflQcially  recommend  the 
prolongation  of  the  time  for  the  Penns'*'.  to  release?  did  1  not 
write  Circular  letters,  a  procure  releases  for  a  vast  proportion 
of  the  old  valuable  and  settled  lands  from  the  most  persever- 
ing opponents  to  releasing?  It  was  in  Consequence  of  those  let- 
ters, that  all  the  releasers  after  Jany.  6,  1800,  were  made.  Viz, 
the  heirs  of  Col.  C.  Stewart,  Peter  Kachlein,  William  West, 
Pauling,  John  Cox,  Philip  Johnston,  Turbutt  Francis,  Robert 
L.  Hooper,  and  George  Fullerton,  all  deceased  ;S'.  Meredith, 
W".  Smith,  Conyngham,  Nesbitt  &  O*. ,  Sam'.  Howell,  Charles 
Hiirnt  Pettv,  (L**.  Lansdown),  Snyder,  Byers,  Bingham,  Nixon, 
Carson,  Kennedy,  Dehaven,  Deshong,  Dehaven,  Morris,  Gas- 
kill,  Urant  and  Rose.  I  then  trembled  for  the  law  because  I 
feared  40,000  acres  of  land  actually  covered  by  both  Claims 
would  not  be  found  to  be  released.  I  recommended  giveing  a 
variety  of  facilities  and  recommendations  on  the  execution  of 
the  law,  but  M^  Franklin  set  his  face  aj;"*  them.  I  have  evt-r 
inculcated  every  where  the  most  faithful  and  liberal  executicai 
of  the  law  of  1TU9. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  remember  an  act  to  secure  its  lib- 
eral Kxecutioii  that  1  have  omitted.  What  member  of  the  leg- 
islature, what  onicer  of  the  (Tovernment,  what  interested  or 
disinterested  Citizen  has  done  more  to  secure  its  liberal  and 
valid  «^xecution,  and  even  extension  as  to  time  of  its  Conve- 
iii(MH't»,  promptness  and  facility  of  execution?  TheComm".  of 
last  year  will  trll  you  that  in  a  civil  way,  I  expressed  the  deep- 
est ri'i^n't  that  they  had  oonu*  away  in  the  Beginning  of  Oc- 
tober, <Mn(l  <*v<'n  M»Mition<Ml  tliat  it  had  produced  Surprise  an<i 
regret  an<l  iinirlii   produce  dissatisfaction. 

I  kn<»w  lliat  tlu'  trial  at  Trenton  did  not  embrace  the  private 
ritflit  of  Soil.      Hut  1,  wlioii    tlie  <»ri^inal  paranumnt  title  wa.s 
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irrevooably  in  favor  of  Pennsylv*.,  the  Courts  would  not  and 
Could  not  find  in  favor  of  a  title  derived  from  it.     It  is  also 
Certain  that  Connecticut  never  Sold,  nor  did  the  Settlers  ever 
buy,  any  title  from  her.      Griffins  meaning  Could  not  be  to 
affirm  the  Connects  private  right  of  Soil.     He  only  meant  that 
no  question  of  private  right  being  at  Issue,  or  Submitted,  none 
oould  have  been  tried  or  affected.     This  we  know  is  a  rule  of 
law  and  of  Justice.     But  it  recurs  that  Connecticut  had  given 
DO  title,  no  Claim,  received  no  Money,  made  no  dc^d,  allowed 
no  Survey,  had  no  right  of  Settlement  under  her  law^s,  forbad 
the  Settlers  to  go  on;    Never  Confirmed  their  Indian  deed 
which  they  rendered  void  even  against  the  Indians  by  the  Era- 
sure.    It  is  perfectly  Untrue  that  they  were  willing  to  try  the 
the  appeal  of  Dorrance  V\  Vanhorne.    The  Cause  was  in  Court. 
The  rule  was  "to  assign  errors.'*    The  return  was  C'learly  ad- 
mitted, for  the  Cause  was  in  Court,  See  N^  7.  p.  26.     The  per- 
sons who  plead  these  things  to  the  Comm".  must  entirely  dis- 
refC^rd  truth.     It  will  be  plain  to  MS  Cooper  that  if  the  Couneo- 
trioat  men  had  assigned  Errors  the  Cause  must  have  gone  on. 
They  knew  their  fate  would  be  a  decis°.   against   them;   not 
toy  a  Penns*.  Jury  but  by  a  federal  Bench,  and,  therefore,  tho' 
'fche  writ  was  returned  or  accepted,    they  omitted   to   assign 
Errors  and  were  Non  pross'd. 

It  is  denied  that  the  Connecticut  men  ever  wished  to  have 

"^he  Cause  tried.     We  forced  the  trial  at  Trenton.     We  tried 

^o  force  the  question  of  a  private  right  of  Soil  before  a  like 

0>urt,  but  they  would  not  and  Could  not  shew  a  grant  from 

<^nnecticut.     We  forced  the  trial  before  Judge  Patterson,  and 

-we  forced  them  to  file  errors  or  be  Non  pross'd  in  the  Supreme 

Court  of  U.  S. 

I  think  with  you  that  a  fair  and  liberal  proceeding.  Under 
the  law  of  1799,  is  the  Clearest  policy  and  the  highest  duty  of 
the  Penns*.  government  in  all  its  parts.  Nor  do  I  know  a  Man 
in  it  whom  I  suspect  to  be  otherwise  disposed,  either  in  Phil- 
adelphia, Lancaster  or  Wilkesbarre. 

The  Penns\  Ijandholders  are  open  to  treat  with  the  Settlers 
out  of  the  townships.     There  is  no  law.  Justice  or  Safety  in  ad- 
mitting any  right  in  a  Settler  out  of  the  17  Townships.     Every 
favor  is  abused  into  a  right.     The  Settler  should  shew  a  Wil- 
lingness to  buy  bv  an  explicit  Offer.     Not  one  has  done  so,  or  at 
least  not  half  a  dozen  that  I  know  of.     It  is  not  by  such  Set- 
tlers as  have  gone  on  those  lands  that  a  Country  is  benefited. 
They  keep  of  the  good  Settlers.     I  am  of  opinion  that  if  there 
were  no  Settlers  out  of  the  17  Townships,  and  thev  were  ad- 
justed,  the  Country  would  be  more  valuable  than  with  the  pre- 
fiMmt  iotruders.     But  it  is  Certain  that  New  England  people  buy 
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ill  the  Itench  WochIh,  and  in  Waynt>,  at  3  to  3  dollan  on  Mwy 
teniiH  or  jwyinent.  M«><h".  Uoixlrinli,  Slieplieri),  find  too  many 
othtTH ('oiioerni'd  in  tlin  17  towiiH  larftHly,  liaving  eugrosHed  the 
Suttluiiient  riiflitn  for  a  trjtli^,  wiii]i  to  Continue  the  Upeoulation 
thruiigliout  llit>  wiioli-  nlaiiii.  This  must  I m  done  by  keeping 
iiHve  their  prBtt-nnioim  ami  keopliit;  down  Oiir  Jjandn. 

I  will  lay  l)eror<!  tlielJunrd  yoiiratlditional  ClauHe  to  theoath 
i>r  Hitiiflii  title,  but  1  siibiiiit  tuyoit  the  QuuHtion  of  ritflit  to 
i|ualify  tilt!  oath.  Thi'  7  tjentioii  ia  explicit  it  applies  to 
i'eniiiiylvaiiluiiM  an<l  Oonniitttivut  in<m.  I  liope  the  provision 
will  be  oinitti'il,  and  where  it  haH  been  made,  will  be  done 
iiway  l>y  the  precise  oath  required  by  the  law.  1  am  at  pre- 
Bent  Olearly  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  power  to  add  to  or  to 
diminish  the  words  of  the  nath.  Nor  do  I  see  how  a  patent 
(tan  issue  to  any  gwrHOii  who  haa  not  taken  the  precise  oath  in 
the  taw.  I  am  of  opinion  that  serlouH  questions  Concerning 
the  Conduct  of  tlie  Comiii".  will  arise  for  varying  the  oath  in 
uny  HO  niaterlal  a  reBi>ect.  Of  this  yon  are  to  judge;  let  me 
entreat  your  serionH  CDimlderation  of  the  power  to  prescrllie 
an  oath,  and  the  oiiligatlons  it  imi>oi4es  on  the  Connii".  ;  the 
Having  should  have  been  tnaile,  by  way  of  memorial  to  the 
Legislature  or  the  Oov<<rnor.  Of  all  places  it  seems  dilBcult  to 
admit  into  the  oath,  whose  words  are  prescribed. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Koaril  and  its  inclination  to  Con- 
sider any  plea  of  title  under  the  ('onflrniing  law.  when  brought 
to  them  by  Memorial,  iM^ciimpanietl  by  Clear  and  Certain  evi- 
dence of  what  wan  done  in  ITU?  by  the  Settler.  The  Conim". 
under  the  Act  of  17011  may  get  rid  of  all  the  Applioations  about 
the  law  of  1787,  by  Haying  that  the  parties  Can  meniorlallM 
the  lionrdwilh  their  evidenoe.  The  law  of  ITOQ  (orbide  any 
■nan  to  have  the  benelUri  of  It.  Pennsylvanian  or  Conneoticiit 
man,  who  has  not  firi't  sworn  that  he  had  not  thrown  away  one 
('laini  to  obtain  tiie  others. 

I  am  at  a  loxs  to  ascertain  the  CnuHe  of  yonr  dwelling  u)Hin 
the  impropriety  and  impolicy  of  acting  in  a  Style  of  duplicity 
and  Stratagem.  I  Nhould  Consider  any  jMsrson  who  would  flug- 
Kest  Huch  It  line  of  Comliict  as  unwise,  ]>rol>alily  Criminal. 
Hut  if  any  made  had  either  I'l.ilin  on  the  4th  April,  1799,  or 
Hfler,  and  threw  it  away  to  bring  himself  within  the  provi- 
sioiis  of  th«  law.  as  he  Must  swear  had  not  ho;  it  will  follow 
that  he  cannot  lie  allowed  l)v  the  execution  to  do  bo.  Thlni»a 
point  with  which  Siisplelon  has  nothing  to  do.  If  they  take 
the  oath  thi'y  have  a  right  to  the  beiiellts  of  the  law.  Unlesa 
proof  ('an  bi-  adduced  that  they  destroyed  one  of  the  Joint 
titles  ti>  bring  themselvi-s  within  the  law.  The  reason  Hefins 
plain.     The   legislaturtt   dues   not  authorize  this  e)i{>en8lve  law 
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to  be  U8e<l  in  favor  of  tho:^  who  having  already  the  two  titles 
for  the  Kaine  landH  have  no  Complaint  to  redress. 

The  Complaint  in  the  Case  of  Col.  Jenkins  is  that  the  Court, 
Jury  anci  Witnesses  would  not  bring  him  to  justice.  This  and 
such  things  will  remain  with  me  grounds  of  Conviction.  Not 
reasons  of  Suspicion.  The  i)er8ons  who  spread  rumours  about 
the  Connecticut  claim  so  often  disregard  accuracy,  that  I  will 
hope  Judge  Rush  has  not  suffer 'd  Such  an  Opinion,  as  is  im- 
puted, to  go  from  him.  If  he  really  entertained  it  I  trust  he 
would  report  it  to  the  Government  for  Amendment. 

The   plan  of  the  Intruders  going  through  all  the  round  of 
legal  delays,  proves  that  temper  and  disposition  in  them  and 
their  advisers,  which  have  given  me  Convictions,  not  Suspi- 
cions of  their  Character.     This  new  Scheme  accords  with  my 
Calculations  of  them.     My  opinions  about  the  Surveys  of  the 
townships   is  that  they  have  been   once  made;  that  the  evi- 
dence exists  that  they  have  been  in  Some  Cases  altered ;  that 
Settlements  upon  those  alterations  may  by  and  by  be  shown 
by  disputes  of  title  to  be  invalid  ;  that  therefore  the  actual  and 
&ncieut  Surveys  and  returns  sh**  be  forced  out.     I  have  heard 
M'.  Franklin  say  that   he  did  not what  Seventeen  Town- 
ships were  meant  as  there  were  more. 

I  think  a  Sight  of  the  Indian  deed  a  reasonable  request  from 
tihe  Comm". ,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  great  object  that  they  should 
eiee  it.  It  was  not  regular  in  the  Company's  Agents  to  set  ofT 
"Townships  out  of  the  Indian  purchase.  \^herefore,  it  would 
*>e  well  to  see  it;  a  Cojty  of  all  the  words  in  it  written  on  the 
vasure  would  be  Useful. 

I  understand  the  Minutes  of  the  Susquh*.  Company  you  have, 
t,o  be  only  a  Certified  Copy.  I  am  of  opinion  it  would  be  fair 
«ind  useful  to  have  the  original  as  it  is  in  the  County.  I  go  on 
no  Suspicion  ;  but  I  will  always  rely  upon  the  highest  and  most 
original  evidence,  and  expect  it  where  it  can  be  had.  If  they 
£hew  them  it  will  inspire  Confidence. 

I  particularly  ask  the  favor  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Company 
for  the  Short  i>eriod  from  their  formation  till  the  end  of  1754, 
including  their  Articles  of  Association.  It  is  highly  important. 
It  was  my  wish  that  a  Complete  plot  of  the  17  Townships, 
only  270,000,  might  V)e  secured  in  the  Course  of  your  Season.  It 
Cannot  be  difficult ;  they  cannot  Contain  more  than  550  to  650 
tracts,  whicli  will  be  easy  to  M'.  Sambourne. 

I  have  written  you  in  haste,  unreservedly  and  without  Cer- 
emony ;  so  we  will   Continue   to  write  to  one  another.  Unre- 
servedly and  without  Ceremony ;  you  will  always  ultimately  ex- 
ei-ciBe  your  own  discretion  upon  my  Suggestions,  and  your  own 
ix^dependent  powers,  which  I  have  no  right  to  Influence  by  in- 
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titruotion  or  any  form  of  Authority.  You  know  I  always  avoid 
any  such  unwarrantal)lH  attempts.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  the 
Affair  of  Smihe.  Has  he  been  interrupted  or  seduced,  or  is  the 
whole  Affair  groundless?  I  fear  not.  If  true  the  Settlers  will 
be  fatally  wron^j  if  they  do  not  secure  the  Offenders.  It  is  im- 
possible that  they  cannot  be  found,  if  all  are  faithful.  We  are 
informed  that  some  of  the  Bet  tiers  have  held  very  unwarranta- 
ble language  at  Easton  to  M^  E.  Tighlman. 

The  Mail  being  about  to  I'Jose,  I  can  only  promise  you  atten- 
tion to  all  your  requests. 

I  am,  (xentlemen. 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Tench  Coxk. 
Thomas  (Joo|>er,  John  Steele,  W".  Wilson,  Esq". ,  Comm".  ,&*•. 


Lancaster,  July  29,  1801. 

Gentlemen  :  M^  William  Trimbulls  appears  to  have  been 
equitable  interest,  under  the  legal  title  of  Colonel  L.  Hooper, 
and  by  his  procurement  and  subsequent  approbation,  released 
to  the  State  by  Governor  Howell  and  M'.  Woodruff,  under  M'. 
Hooper's  will.  Tlie  enclosed  paper  will  shew  the  case  all  the 
returns  of  Joseph  Sciidder,  Esq^,  and  al. ,  and  of  Col.  C.  Stew- 
art's heirs  vet  found  tire  Six  :  none  inclosed  with  a  list. 

A  letter  for  M^  Sambourne  goes  by  this  mail  from  M^  Mott, 
but  I  am  una(iuaiut(Ml  wiih  the  Contents,  not  having  seen  him 
since  the  delivery  of  it  here. 

It  isreportetl  here,  but  with  what  truth  I  know  not,  that  Co', 
("ummings  of   Lyeonilnj?  has  l)een  in  an  Uncomfortable  situa- 
tion there.     It  is  said  that  some  of  the  Connecticut  intruders 
were  in  search  of  him  to  treat  him  as  M^  Smiley  is  said  to  have 
been  treat(Ml. 

I  rep.*at  my  hope  an<l  wish  that  M'.  Joseph  Wright  may  pub- 
lish quickly  the  stat«Miient.     I  cannot  think  well  of  the  Candor 
and  fulelitv  to  th«»  Slate  of  thos<»  who  are  irritated  bv a  decent 
official   Statement    of  facts.     This  is   irritation  at  rightful  ex- 
planation, evidence  and  <l«*fenct\     1  have  no  wish  to  Circulate 
incorrt'ct  repre>eniat  ion<.  an<l  will  tlierefore  set  right  anything 
t)f  which  T  hav«'  made  a  wroiiu:  stat«'ment,  and  I  l>eg  that  noth- 
iuLT  which  the  t^tMit  U'liien  concerned  think  as  wrong  may  l>e  re- 
serve**! by  tlieiii.      I  wi>h  tIh^  Me;noran<lum  or  Note  signeil  by 
the  pei*sons  wlio  iiiak*'  ii.      lit  lianca<tt»r  and  Wilkesl^arre  verv 
violent  attacks  up;.n  iiif  havf  been  published,  and  M^  Frank- 
lin, who  had  last  year,  after  one  of  those  publications,  the  Votes 
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of  the  ))rincipal  people   in  the  Seventeen  Townships,  was  the 
-writer.     One  of  those  papers  was  pnhlished  before  M^  Frank- 
Jin  was  elected.     M'.  Bowman  with  others  was  on  the  Commit- 
tee for  M^  Franklin's  Election.    M^  Jenkins  was  the  other  Can- 
didate.    They  took  ail  the  votes  of  the  Seventeen  towns  and 
<3l8ewliere  between  them.     Their  Character  and  Conduct  in  re- 
lation to  the  confirming  law,  the  intrusion  law  and  the  Act  of 
1799,  are  known  and  clear.     I  as  a  citizen  cliearfully  admit  the 
right  of  the  Citizens  to  vote  for  whom  they  please,  so  I  do  as 
an  Officer  of  Government,  But  I  as  a  Citizen  and  Officer,  must 
wait  to  see  evidences  of  good  disposition  shewn  by  those  have 
sent  to  the  Assembly  as  trustees  for  the  Soil  and  property  of 
Luzerne  i)er8ons   who  acted  as  those  two  Citizens  have  done. 
It  is  not  all  relative  to  our  duties  (your  duties  or  mine)  under 
the  Act  of  1799,  but  as  the  Sacrifices  under  that  law  are  doubt- 
less the  last  the  State  will  make,  and  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Officer  to  render  his  duties  and  powers  legally  and  offl—  sub- 
servient  to  the  peace  and  interest  of  the  State.     I  <lo  not  con- 
sider the  notice  I  have  taken  of  these  p>oints  improper,    nor  I 
am    i>ersuaded,  do  you?    I  am  convinced  that  the  plan  I  am 
uix>n    is  for  the   true  interest  of  the  Seventeen  town?,  whose 
X^rosperity  has  been  ahd  still  is  entirely  prevented  by  the  In- 
■trusion.     As  it  has  been,  so  it  will  be  prevented  by  it,  till  intru- 
sion shall  be  effectually  terminated,  as  1  wish  to  terminate, 
^nd  as  I  am  laboring  to  have  the  law  of  1799  executed   to  its 
i.itmost   T)Ossible  extent,  as  I   have  entreated  and  solicited  all 
'who  were  concerned  to  cooperate  and  procured  the  great  Mass 
of  essential  releases,  and  obtained  the  consent  of  a  large  Comm** 
last  Session   to  give  several   Months  farther.     I  am  sure  the 
Gentlemen  themselves  must  think  I  have  been  a  real  Friend 
to  the  17  townships  and  the  Connecticut   Claimants  therein. 
The  enclosed    resolutions  were   proi>osed  by  me  and  reported 
to  the  Legislature;  they  went  thro'  both  Houses;  all  but  the 
one  resolution  to  the  disclaim,  which  upon  some  suggestion  of 
M'.  F.,  failed  in  the  Senate  and  pro<luced  the  loss  of  the  Bill. 

The  Signature  of  150  Settlers,  to  the  Instrument  proposed  by 

the  Committee  of  Land  holders  is  so  short  in  time,  and  in  the 

midst  of  prejudices,  intrigues  and   threats,  is  a  proof  of   the 

Soundness  of  the  measure  and  adds  to  the  validity  of  the  Penn- 

sylv*.  ground,  by  showing  that  so  many  in  so  many  places  yield 

all  question  of  title.     Let  us  remember  what  New  York  does  in 

such  CAses  (see  the  Act  of  1796)  tho*  they  have  no  Decree  of 

Trenton,  No  Decision  of  Judge  Patterson,  no  rasured  Indian 

X>eed,  No  want  of  Connecticut  grant,  no  want  of  Consideration 

money,  unanswerably  to  urge  against  the  Connecticut  people. 

X  am  very  well  satisfied  that  the  only  hope  and  expectation  is 
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to  protract  the  Settlemeut,  and  involve  the  Country  in  Con- 
fusion, to  produce  more  expensive  Compromises  like  that  of 
1799.  This  will  be  genercklly,  strongly  and  effectually  resisted 
on  all  quarters.  Our  Settlements  in  the  Western  part  of  are 
breaking  very  strongly  this  year  upon  Pennsyl*.  titles  alone. 
^Northumberland  after  losing  Luzerne,  and  Lycoming  has  4  rep- 
resentatives ;  many  good  purchasers  and  Settlers  are  going  into 
Luzerne  and  Wayne. 

The  Comm*^  write  me  that  Smiley's  affair  is  believed  and 
will  be  acted  upon.  Christian  Lange  has  transmitted  his  own 
oath  of  single  title  and  his  Wife's  release  of  Dower,  which  will 
be  sent  to  you. 

Having  been  engaged  in  moving  my  Family,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  take  up  the  revision  of  the  Luzerne  Business,  so  as  to 
send  up  all  to  you,  if  any  that  is  deficient,  but  I  shall  commence 
to  morrow\     Nothing  from  me  shall  delay  you. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  resj^ectful    Humble  Servant, 

Tench  Coxk. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Penns*. ,  Luzerne  County. 


Land  Office  of  Penns'.,  August  5th.  1801. 

Gentlemen  :  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  from  you  a  Sheet  of 
paper  superscribed  for  nie,  headed  with  the  words  "Wanted** 
and  containing  Meni'*\  of  Surveys  of  or  for  TurnbuU,  Patter- 
son, Meade,  Snyder,  &•"».  • 

I  am  informed  from  the  Surveyor  General's  Office  that  they 
have  not  the  Divisions  of  the  Manors,  But  I  presume  that  Wil- 
liam Tighhnan,  Charles  Stewart,  or  the  Attorniesof  the  Penns, 
will  be  found  to  have  furnished  some  of  them,  whereof  Copies 
you  will  be  pleased  to  examine  and  I  will  write  to  Coates.  I  will 
also  examine  here. 

A  numV)er  of  the  Surveys  of  the  Lands  released  by  Howell 
and  Woodruff,  Executors  of  Hooper,  late  owner  and  trustee  of 
Turnbull,  have  been  sent  p.  last  Mail.  If  any  Surveys  of  their 
released  tracts  are  yet  wanted  be  pletised  to  say. 

None  of  the*  hinds  released  by  Snyder  and  others  are  returned ; 
they  live  at  Easton.  1  will  writ**  to  them,  and  I  recommend 
the  same  steps  to  you,  pressing  tlieiii  to  have  the  returns  made, 
that  they  may  \h*  considered.  Hartley's  Survey  m  the  name  oC 
Luce  has  been  sent,  :;()2  acres. 

There  is  not  in  the  Surveyor  (feneniTs  Otlice  any  Division  of 
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lands  on  *^  Abraham's  plains*'  shewint;  D^  Smith's  N**.  6, 8, 14 and 
17.  I  will  write  to  him  and  Stewart's  Heirs  about  it ;  Also  to 
CJol.  Francis'  heirs. 

There  are  no  returns  of  the  lands  in  the  Names  of  M^Carrol, 
-Funner,  Boucher  and  Vansant,  released  by  Heirs  of  John  Cox. 
I  will  write  and  apply  here  to  the  different  i)er8on8. 

Ann  Kennedy's  return,  in  the  Name  of  \V°.  Bell,  and  I)'. 
Smith's,  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Reed,  are  not  in  the  Office.  I 
will  write  them.  Charles  Smith,  Esquire,  son  of  I)'.  William 
Hooker  Smith,  informs  me  on  Application  that  he  is  unac- 
quainted with  the  Business  and  knows  nothing  of  the  returns. 
We  do  not  yet  find  any  information  in  any  of  the  Officers  of 
this  Department  relative  to  the  Sale,  in  or  out,  of  the  proprie- 
tary manors,  beyond  what  your  Abstract  from  M'.  Coates  in- 
forniat"  exhibits. 

The  Tract  of  land,  150  Acres,  given  to  Thomas  Osborne  as  a 
Compensation  for  Services,  is  stated  to  be  in  the  Manor  of 
Wyoming;  that  is  T  suppose  within  the  Manor  of  Stoke  which 
contained  Wyoming.  It  is  not,  therefore,  possible  to  find  the 
Survey ;  but  in  the  general  draft  of  that  Manor  special  enquiry 
was  made  of  the  Surveyor  general  without  success. 

David  Mea<l  and  others,  Compensated  under  the  Confirming 
iiiw,  held  under  rights  of  others  in  some  Instances.  I  am 
searching  for  the  Warrant,  Date,  quantity,  &<*. ,  in  each  case, 
t  hat  I  may  give  you  the  proper  returns.  It  is  scarcely  possible 
t  o  fail  in  this,  as  the  papers  and  Books  must  give  the  requisite 
I  iglits. 

For   Convenience  and  metho<l  this  reply  is  Confined  to  the 
Kncpiiries  in  your  paper  marked  "Wanted." 

I  am,  Cfentlemen, 

Your  respectful  friend  &  Sarv*., 

Tknch  Coxk. 


(14.) 

Land  Office,  August  19,  1801. 
<Tentlemen  : 

I  find  that  t.'ol.  Hartley's  imrt  in  the  name  of  Luce  is  re- 
turned, and  that  a  Copy  has  been  sent  to  you.  1  have  written 
to  William  Tilghman,  Esq^,  M'.  Samuel  Mifflin  tor  Francis's 
Heirs,  Mess".  Coates  for  Mess".  Penns  and  D'.  Smith  for  all 
the  particular  an<l  general  Draughts  of  farm  lots,  great  lots, 
Manors,  divisions,  &*•. ,  as  also  field  notes  which  they  can  fur- 
nish ;  others  letters  are  in  Hand  :  our  joint  letters,  shewn  here 
to  General  Steele,  has  gone  forward- 
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The  repreueiitatloii  »l  Com  pro  mine,  aa  on  ihe  application  «rf 
M'.  Gor<-  iitul  m)  uth.-.ru,  tliro'  tlm  KoverenU  John  Smith,  it 
fitutttd  to  iiiH  to  )>ii  qiiilo  wrung.  Tlio  LaiKlliolderu  are  afndd 
of  tho  siiniH  iiiiproiwr  lue  of  such  ft  ineBHUre  as  always  liaK  ap- 
penrttil,  ftiiil  tliuy  believi>  that  perxunH  who  claim  iinder  Siieh  a 
litlit  artt  not  to  he  contliitHl  in.  Aii  ac  know  I  ml  gem  eat  of  the 
PeiiiiHylvaniaiiH titl«  iiitiHt  prccedti  all  other ete|Hi.  Tho  States 
of  Pwiiiitylvuuia  and  Cuniiecticiit  forbid  l>y  proclamatlona  the 
Settleinis.  Coiitproiiiittt)  leadH  to  endless  and  ruinous  Conw- 
queiines ;  the  LaiKlholders  will  not  make  them.  The  Govern- 
ment, 1  am  Hatlsfled,  would  eonsi<i«r  a  deviation  from  their 
pointed  form  aa  nnwiiw*  and  not  due  to  justice. 

An  Application  from  an  Orphan  Pumtly  was  made  when  (ienK 
Hteelo  wait  here,  ami  anotlieriiaHsinoe  been  made.  The  people 
lit  nine  |>artiierH  hnve  aiithorixad  n  Committee  (Howa  TlfTany 
and  otIierH)  to  doclarii  their  total  disapprobatioD  of  the  ineas- 
(ireti  and  Claim  of  the  Hiisquehannah  and  Delaware  Coinpanien, 
and  wish  to  purohase;  they  have  addressed  the  Committee. 
M'.  ThomiiH  ClilTonl  hox  l>een  into  a  Settlement  In  the  Beacli 
Wootlx,  and  ho1<1  to  all  who  were  on  alarfceparcelof  land  there 
M>  n«  to  clone  eviTv tlihiK  with  Comfort,  and  every  prospect  ot 
tntnre  Bi>Tii*nt.  So  M'.  Drinker  advinen  me.  M'.  Franklin  hu 
addrewted  M'.  Fit>l<)  with  OvertnreH,  who  has  or  will  make  a 
OonsiHtent  reply.  Ah  It  regards  the  public  Service  the  violent 
alinHi'  of  my  proot*»dingN  in  Ihe  Luserne  has  the  best  effects. 
It  CfmvincfH  oiir  whole  State  of  the  true  Character  of  the  ro- 
malninKopiK>Hition.  The  taking  of  the  rioters  at  Tawandee,  if 
followed  )>y  l7onvl(^tion,  will  have  good  Effects.  1  f  they  ore  con- 
victed and  punished  it  will  damp  InHiirreotion.  If  aoqaittedlt 
will  nnite  the  fiovornment  and  St-^te  still  move  if  possible. 

I  hojte  you  find  impudimentN  iDssen  and  tlie_  means  of  pro- 
ceeding increane.  Wo  long  tii  see  all  the  I'ennsylvania  lands 
patented  an<l  nourishing  under  Pennsylv*.  patents,  and  peace 
and  gooil  will  restored.  That  and  the  Allegheny  Business  are 
all  wo  have  to  adjust  to  render  the  State  completely  prosperons. 
We  find  that  »ov.  Mifflin  in  ITOli,  Dec'.,  in  his  Speech,  takes 
the  pri'sBnt  ground  of  the  Board  of  projierty,  aa  to  the  Obli- 
gation of  a  Settlement  for  years  "before  a  patent  can  iSBtle.** 
This  was  no  doubt  druwn  by  M'.  Dallas  and  will  l>e  before  the 
Court  in  Sep',  I  rejoice  at  the  prudence  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners of  Luzerne  in  not  selling  for  taxes  as  proposed  In 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  respeoif,  H'.  Serv'. , 

Tknch  Coxk. 
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(15.) 

Land  Office  of  Penns*. ,  Augt.  28,  1801. 
Oentlemen: 

1  have  lately  procured  from  the  Surveyor  Gen's  office  a  coin- 
jjlete  copy  of  the  list  of  Surveys  sent  to  the  Conim".  from  1800 
to  this  time.     lu  it  I  find,  as  lately  sent,  the  Eight  returns  be- 
longing to  William  Bingham,  and  by  liim  released,  as  per  the 
♦enclosed  abstract  from  his  <leed.     A  complete  Copy  is  ordered 
2^nd  will  be  sent  if  possible  by  this  Opportunity.     All  CoF.  Hart- 
I  ey's  returns  are  found  on  the  same  general  list  including  that 
mn  the  Name  of  Benjamin  Luce.     The  oath  of  single  title  of 
Christian  Lange,  and  the  release  of  the  Dower  of  Sarah  Lange, 
Hiave  been  copied  and   certified  as  inclosed :  the  tract  in  the 
TMiame  of  William  Bell  is  found  to  have  been  surveyed  by  Wil- 
Jiam  Montgomery,    Esq'.,  this  return  defective  as  to  the  lower 
<]Jourse,  and  distance  from    the   Black  oak  on  the   river  was 
lound  in  the  deed.     It  is  to  be  sent  to  him  for  j^erfecting  and  in 
the  interim  an  uncertified  Copy  is  sent  for  information.     The 
persons  ow'ning  are  all  minors.     But  one  lately  of  age  is  about 
to  Confirm  his  act  when  under  age. 

The  tract  called  ** Crooked  dale,"  formerly  of  the  Mess". 
Penns'  1,026  acres,  N".  40,  was  unknown  till  a  late  application 
to  them  brought  it  forth.  If  it  be  their  unaliened  property  it 
will  be  covered  by  their  general  release,  of  which  I  sent  your 
predecessors  a  Copy.  Inclosed  is  a  general  Abstract  from  the 
reports  of  Mess'rs  Pickering  and  other  Comm'rs  under  the  act 
of  1787,  taken  from  the  pafjers  in  this  Office.  Also  a  like  i)aper 
from  those  in  the  Receiver  genVs  Office.  There  is  one  ditler- 
ence,  as  you  will  perceive.  It  resix»cts  N".  6  in  paper  from  this 
Office,  being  D^  Plunket's  O^ase;  it  does  not  appear  from  the 
Receiver  Genl'.  Books  that  the  case  has  ever  Vieen  completed 
bv  the  issue  of  a  Certificate  for  the  Consideration,  vet  vou  will 
find  among  your  papers  a  Copy  of  the  Comm'rs  report  upon 
it;  perhaps  his  Heirs  have  not  called. 

My  letters  for  subdivided  Surveys  have  been  answered  by 
William  Tilghman,  Esq'.,  Sam".  Miffiin  and  J.  R.  Coates,  for  J. 
and  R.  Penn.  but  I  have  yet  nothing  from  them  that  is  wanted. 
M'.  Coates  writes  that  he  sent  you  some  papers,  which  I  hofie 
are  in  part  what  want.  If  he  describes  them  correctly  they 
are  a  part. 

Inclosed  are  two  draughts  which  when  seen  by  M'.  Sam  bourne 
are  to  be  sent  under  the  Cover  which  Contains  them  to  M'. 
George  Wells.  If  M'.  Sambourne  has  them  they  will  assist  in 
perfecting  his  general  Draught.  I  beg  they  may  be  dispatche<l 
as  there  is  a  desire  in  that  quarter  to  purchase  those  lots, 
27-Voii.  XVI I L 
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which,  after  flobuiissfon,  will  be  nold  to  th«  Settlers.  I  [M'etiniiie, 
tlierefore,  not  within  the  law  of  1799,  no  lanils  above  Tawandee 
on  tlieW,  tiiileot  thoN.  Rant  Branch  have  been  acoeptetl  by  the 
late  Tjand  offlcerit,  because  under  riglita  universally  eabaeqaeiit 
to  the  Decree  of  Trenton.  The  landa  of  Hurst,  Pettyand  C*.. 
tho'  under  older  ri|j;lits,  were  not  lawfully  located  att  I  con- 
ceive, beini;  laid  thero  {If  laid  In  legal  senMi  at  all)  before  the 
Indian  purchaat*  of  1T84.  However,  in  Ihls  Case  I  ofTernoOffl- 
eial  difflcaltlex,  because  1  have  a  mnall  Interest  In  land  HUr- 
veye<l  in  1TS.^>  within  the  limit  of  Hurnt,  Petty  and  C°.  claim. 
M'.  Hurst,  Junior,  now  here,  Heemn  to  admit  the  prolisbllity 
that  their  family  right  is  of  no  avail  there ;  you  will  of  Course 
confer  with  him  on  the  Subject,  If  any  Confirmation  shall  b^ 
i;iven  by  the  Commissi  oners  to  the  nlalm  of  Ueasrs.  Horst  and 
C°.,  the  Concern  of  Pickering,  Hodgdon,  Coie  and  C°.  will  meet 
them  before  the  Board,  when  I  shall  not  sit  as  a  Meniber.  I 
heartily  wish  oar  ti.le  admitted  us  to  release  the  lands,  but  in 
too  moilern,  by  more  than  two  yeard.  When  we  »ient  up  our 
Form  of  single  title  in  1800,  we  meant  it  to  Co-oimnite  in  Con- 
firiiiiiiK  the  Suluniss",  whieh  were  made  in  some  re8[>ectB  rather 
laxly.  A  letter  of  the  time  poiwibly  a<i verts  to  that  view.  It 
moy  be  wtjl  done  in  the  Acknowledgement  of  the  an<i  in  liow 
great  a  Number.  Them  are  Iniprecsive  a|t}>earaneeH  in  the 
mannenif  spelling.  Execution,  &",.  in  come  cafles;  whether 
theyl>e  from  Intention  or  CareleHsnes",  Incidental  Conftrma- 
tion  appeared  to  l>e  expedient. 

I  find  that  we  have  time  to  Oompleat  an  Official  Copy  of  W. 
Bingham's  release,  wherefore  it  is  Inclosed  instead  of  the  Ab- 
stract of  it  before  iiieiitioned. 

I  am.Oentlemen, 

Y\  respeotful,  h.  Servant, 

Tench  Cozb, 
Senretary  of  the  TaiihI  Offlc«. 


(18.) 

Lancaster,  Aug.  21).  1>«1. 
I>ear  Sir: 

floo<l  private  optyH.  so  rarely  occur,  that  I  have  not  been  able 
to  write  to  you  for  some  time  without  postage. 

Aprlnolpalpnint  of  Concernent  this  moment  iH  the  Maryland 
election  of  JJlec^tors  of  their  Senate;  great  exertions  are  mak- 
ing on  lioth  Hides;  the  event  is  difltcult  to  pronounce  upon 
But  weexitect  a  Uajority  \>t  republicans;  the  1"  Week  in  Sep- 
tember is  tlie  time. 
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We  are  informed  hero  considerable  purchases  of  lands,  all  in 
the  42°'*  degree,  in  our  State,  are  going  on  by  Americans,  Eng- 
lish, Irish,  Scotcli  people.  They  are  generally  supposed  to  be 
accompanied  by  plans  of  Improvement.  The  clearing  of  the 
Susquehanna  and  the  J^ancaster  and  Cohimbia  Turnpikes  are 
going  on ;  also  that  from  Montgomery  to  Philadelphia.  For- 
eigners, against  whom  there  is  much  Cruel  obloquy,  will  do 
much  to  preserve  our  peace  in  the  42  degree. 

The  French  Movements  towards  Rome  and  the  liastermost 
l>oint  of  Italy,  indicate  views  towards  Turkey,  and  to  support 
their  Army  iu  Egypt  the  French  will  certainly  feel  the  Jeop- 
ardy produced  by  the  Turkish  Co-operation  with  the  British. 

The  Spanish  and  French  forces  in  Portugal  are  so  placed  as 
to  interrupt  communication  between  Oporto  and  Lisbon,  but 
they  have  two  distinct  Armies,  lines  of  March,  and  plans  of 
Oi)eration.     Each  supports  and  is  supported  by  the  other. 

We  do  not  learn  that  the  Northern  powers  have  receded  ;  not 
that  Britain  menaces  a  new  Expedition  to  the  Baltic.  Han- 
over and  the  other  British  dependencies  in  Germany  remain 
with  Prussia.  Denmark  tho'  retired  from  Fauburg  a  little 
mysteriously.  Continues  her  measures  of  Defence  on  her  Bal- 
tic Coasts.  Russia  has  not  been  so  unequivocally  friendly  to 
England  as  to  abandon  the  i)rinciple  of  the  Northern  Confed- 
eracv,  and  Prussia  ratified  that  Confederacv  man v  Weeks  after 
the  Battle  of  Cojienhagen.  This  and  her  possession  of  British 
Germany  are  deeply  hostile.  I  do  not  perceive  that  Prussia 
could  do  more.  The  British  Government  must  i>erceive  them- 
selves to  be  uncomfortably  situated  as  to  the  Navigation  prin- 
ciple, and  their  rights,  powers  and  Influence  in  Germany. 
Their  long  standing  in  Portugal  is  no  less  unsatisfactorily  sit- 
uated. 1  do  not  see  anything  very  pleasant  in  their  Irish  Con- 
cerns ;  that  Country  has  given  to  America  in  1801  the  popula- 
tion and  Wealth  of  a  very  respectable  County.  The  proper 
English  are  buying  largely  every  description  of  fast  property  in 
America,  and  must  follow  with  Men  and  Money,  and  Arts  and 
Trades  daily  and  yearly.  Our  Census  is  greatly  beyond  ex- 
pectation iu  some  places.  Jersey  thought  in  full  at  184,000 
proves  to  have  21 1,000.  Georgia  from  82,540  is  advanced  163,879, 
after  losing  the  people  of  the  Mississipi  territory.  North  Car- 
olina is  advance<l  from  393,000,  after  losing  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, to  447,000.  Kentucky  from  73,077  is  advanced  to  220,955. 
Delaware  is  stationary  at  04,273,  having  before  59,094,  her  ad- 
vance is  only  about  10  p^  Cent,  in  10  years.  Delaware  has  no 
iron,  no  coal,  10,000  Slaves,  no  manufactures,  milling  excepted, 
an  unfavorable  (^liiiiatt^:  her  wood  and  timber  are  reduced; 
imported  liquors  are  universally  obtained  with  ease  and  Cheap- 
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neHs ;  hvT  people  are  teiiipiMl  to  buy  in  and  emigrate  tu  Penn- 
Hylvaiiln  ami  elntiwlifrK ;  Hhe  lius  little  fureigii  trade ;  tlie  Nec- 
etiHuries  of  lite  ani  kept  IiIkIi  by  the  eoMe  of  rieiidiiig  to  Market ; 
lier  youtli  are  educated  at  other  SeruiiiarieH ;  her  Bcaiiien  and 
Watermen  are  druwii  to  Philadelphia  and  the  [wrtB  of  the 
Chexapeake,  and  much  of  the  Country  in  nut  fertile,  nor  Iti  her 
farming  SyMleiii  ffdod.  1  apprehend  that  improved  lands  may 
be  priir.uri'd  there  uitoii  the  lowest  teruiB  of  any  equally  well  itit- 
uatetl  for  a  great  Market  in  America.  The  CenituH<it  the  N. 
W.  territory  in  eiioreuxed  from  about  6,000  to4<'>.000per8onB.  I 
am  not  anquainted  with  the  rent  of  the  Union  yet.  but  know 
from  S])otK  that  our  Buoreaise  ia  great  upon  the  whole-  I  think 
that  from  nearly -lOU.OOO  we  Khali  run  up  to  Gj  or  5^  MlllionB 
in  few  yearM—jierhaiiH  higher.  Hut  on  a  peace  we  Hhallwlvance 
Htm  uiort  rapidly,  and  even  now  under  a  more  generouti  ByHteni 
towanlH  fiirelgnefH  we  Hhall  advance  more  rapidly  than  nince 
1707.  Onr  (-'roiw  are  very  al)andant  In  granf  auil  Winter  grain, 
and  lil^ldy  promiHing  in  Summitr  grain.  The  Country  i8  no 
hnay  thai  liere  we  are  all  deHtitute  of  wood  at  any  price.  I 
have  borrowed  a  dozen  timeH  tluH  tjummer,  and  loadu  equal  toil 
of  a  Cord  have  nold  (of  liiekoi-y)  at  r,  Dr*.  it  in  now  4j  &  i^.  I 
find  u  Coiiifitvny  at  Havre  ile  grace,  Haltiniore  and  Annai>oli8 
have  bought  Museter'H  C()al  mine  in  Dauphin.  There  Is  only  one 
Pennxylv*  Uhareholder,  a  Citizen  of  l^iucoster.  It  iti  H&id  that 
the  trea-surer.  M'.  Meredith,  haw  Hold  all  hitt  ttlii  and  late 
PenuKylv'  landH  to  an  EngtiHh  Concei'n.  Poyntell  agent,  and  re- 
ceived 10,000  UoUarH  down;  the  many  and  good  and  aoine  late 
sur-iHitenting  this  year,  bringit  in  on  the  whole  a  greater  sum 
than  In  1T08.  Most  purchases  are  made  ho  lut  to  have  the  lands 
]>ateut.ed.  I  find  the  new  rnail,  cutting  from  the  Bald  Eagle  to 
the  lake,  in  i>rodiiciiig  purchaiieH  and  Settlements  npoii  the 
great  and  Humll  scale. 

We  an'  to  proceed  with  our  MandamuaciLse  in  Sept/.  I  shall 
go  down  next  week,  but  my  letters  will  best  opt  by  onlerat  the 
PhitiKlelphia  ]>oKt  Ortlce,  that  I  may  reply  from  thence.  Yon 
ni-ed  n<it  alter  your  mode  of  Conveyance  therefore. 

I  find  Mess".  Lewis,  R.  Tilj,'hniau  and  Dallas  have  given  opin- 
ionx  to  the  Popidaliiin  nncl  Holland  Comp'.  that  no  person  can 
goon  a  tmot  of  IiluiI  without  previous  proofs  to  oscertain  what 
they  call  forfeiture,  ami  tiiat  the  State  only  can  avail  itself  of 
that  forfeiture.  Also  that  the  jMitents  issued  to  the  H<dland 
and  Population  CiiniiHkuii^s  cure  all  fault  in  the  title,  being  sub- 
sequent to  tl]i-alled(;ed  forfi-itnre.  Wea.sk  was  there  a  " forfei- 
ture" or  a  noii-in  vest  men  t  "f  any  title  nnd  acoTisequent  impossi- 
bility of  forfeit  Lire?  We  also  a«k  whether  a  i»atent  issued  with- 
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out  law  can  legalize  what  the  Jjogislnture  forbad?  We  ine<li< 
tate  a  memorial  to  tlie  Court  to  explain  our  unanimous  views. 
I  am  afraid  I  have  tired  you  and  therefore  Conclude  myself. 

Your  re8i>ect.  h.  Servant, 

Tkxch  Coxk. 

39  August,  1801.  It  is  under8too<l  by  this  Evening's  mail  that 
Rhamanie  is  taken  by  8,000  British  and  Turks,  against  a  French 
force  of  half  the  number.  But  if  it  be  taken  with  any  material 
lo.s8  of  killed  or  prisoners  on  the  jmrt  of  the  French,  it  is  a  seri- 
ous affair. 

31  August.  I  have  just  received  the  astonishing  inform**, 
that  the  grand  Jury  has  not  found  Bills  <igainst  the  seven  out- 
rages of  Smilie.  The  men  who  will  have  lands  under  the  law 
of  1799,  700  in  number,  must  be  unfaithful  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  their  own  Interests,  if  they  do  not  take  such  measures 
as  will  maintain  government  in  that  quarter.  I  think  you  will 
see  that  no  harsh  estimate  has  been  made  of  men  and  thing^^as 
has  been  heretofore  made  by  the  Pennsylvanians ;  the  History 
of  this  Intrusion,  from  1755  to  this  day,  has  made  strong  Im- 
pressions upon  my  mind  Connecticut  herself,  in  1784,  by  her 
Governor,  said  We  will  never  disturb  the  Decree  of  Trenton, 
yet  her  Legislature  voted  to  disturb  it ;  one  house  1790,  and 
was  near  carrying  it  in  the  other,  and  issue<i  a  Deed  in  1795  call- 
ing for  the  **  pretended"  North  line  of  Pennsylv\ 

I  would  offend  with  no  exhibitions  of  distrust,  But  I  would 
see  all  clear,  as  we  proceed  in  all  things. 

(17.) 

Lancaster,  August  29,  1801. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  trouble  you  with  a  letter  upon  a  private  interest  in  one  of 
the  Cases  before.  Being  under  a  small  eventual  engagement 
for  the  Estate  of  Col.  Thomas  Hartley,  and  having  received  an 
Application  for  and  from  one  of  the  Executors,  I  beg  the  favor 
of  your  Causing  a  revision  to  be  made  of  the  pajwrs  in  that 
Case,  and  will  thank  for  information  of  any  matter  whatever, 
which  it  is  necessnry  to  do  in  order  to  give  every  benefit  of  the 
law.  If  you  find  <^very  thing  in  order,  I  will  thank  you  to  pro- 
ceed upon  the  case;  and  your  opini<m  nix>n  it,  when  it  will  !»<» 
in  your  power,  will  oblige  me.  in  cnse  any  Circumstances  pre- 
vent your  iiii mediate  action  in  the  case. 

Then^  are  I  believe  3  tracts  and  parts  of  tracts. 

I  am.  Gentlemen 

Your  respect  f.  H.  Serv'. , 

Tkn'ch  Coxk. 
The  Commissioners  oi  Valuation,  I-iU/.erne. 
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Laini   <  Mlirc,    J.;mca"'l  ♦  r.    N  «)\  I'lii  l)r  r  ti,    I^(»l. 
(ientleiueii : 

I  herewith  triuiHinit  you  a  uuinbt*r  of  r**tmns  and  srvrral 
Draughts,  which  1  recMMved  from  tiio  Surveyor  jjeneral'n  Oflico 
oil  Saturday  Inst,  relative  to  the  (Uaini  of  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Cha'.  Stewart,  to  lauds  hi  the  17  towus. 

Prom  the  advanced  Soason  of  tlie  year,  I  presume  you  will 
shortly  clohe  your  labours  on  the  Suscjueh*  and  return  to  this 
place;  otherwise  I  should  write  more  particularly. 

Wishing  you  tlie  most  perfect  Success  in  the  accomplish  men  t 
of  the  important  Business  with  which  you  are  entruHted, 

I  am,  with  due  Consid"., 

Your  Obe<lt.  Serv*., 

Andrew  Ellicott. 
Thomas  Cooper,   Esq'.,  Gen'.   Steele  and  W™.  Wilson,   Esq'., 
(\mim".,  &*'\ 


(19.) 

[^iot  dated.  J 
(Gentlemen: 

Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  Eleven  ^  Sheets  of  paper. 
Containing  eleven  Certified  copies  of  Acts  or  Deeds  of  Submis- 
sion of  Connecticut  Settlers,  numbered  from  700  to  770  inclu- 
sive. Tnere  are  two  other  Submissions  which  were  laid  out  by 
your  Clerk  for  copying,  one  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Horsefleld, 
fo/  40  acres  in  Pittstown,  and  the  other  in  the  name  of  Jjemuel 
Cfustine,  for  10  A'  in  Kingston,  which  added  to  the  eleven 
herewith  sent  you.  will  make  the  13  said  to  have  been  mislaid. 
The  two  last  mentioned  Submissions  have  been  already  copied 
for  the  Use  of  the  (commissioners,  and  the  Copies  forwarded  to 
them,  as  appears  from  the  Memorandums  made  on  the  origi- 
nals by  M'    Worral  in  the  usual  way. 

Shouhl  you,  however,  deem  it  indispensibly  necessary*  that 
you  shouhl  be  furnished  a  Second  time  with  Copies  of  any  of 
those  instruments,  you  will  please  to  hand  me  a  partionlar  lis* 
of  the  numbers,  names,  &•**.,  of  all  that  are  yet  wanted.  1 
would  thank  you  for  a  receipt  for  the  Copies  entered. 

With  due  respect  and  Esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 
Your  mo.  Obt.  Hble.  Serv'. , 

Andrkw  Ellicott, 
»S^.V.  of  //  Office. 
Thomas    Cooiwr,    Esq^,   (ren'.    Steele   and  W.  Wilson,  E8q^, 
(^omm'rs. 
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Land  Office  of  Penns'.,  April  9,  1802. 
Gentlemen : 

On  the  24th  day  of  February  last  I  had  the  pleasure  to  for- 
ward to  you  Copies  of  eleven  Connecticut  {Submissions,  num- 
bered from  TOP  to  770  inclusive,  for  which  no  receipt  has  been 
given.  You  will  now  receive  enclosed  a  Certified  Copy  of  the 
release  of  William  Helmes  and  Wife  to  the  Commonwealth, 
made  under  the  Act  of  April  the  4}^,  1709,  for  which  you  will 
please  to  send  a  receipt,  together  with  one  for  the  aforesaid 
eleven  Submissions. 

I  am,  with  much  respect. 

Gentlemen, 
Your  Mo.  Obt.,  Hble.  Servant, 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office, 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'.,  Gen*.  Steele  and  W"*.  Wilson,  Esq'., 
Comm'rs. 


(21.) 

Jiand  Office,  Lancaster,  June  17,  1802. 
Gentlemen : 

A  letter  from  M'.  Cooper,  under  date  of  the  38*''  of  May,  1802, 
with  its  several  enclosures,  has  been  received.  The  Memoran- 
dum therein  Contained  was  immediately  laid  before  the  general 
Surveyor,  with  a  request  to  furnish  the  several  Copies  desired 
for  the  Use  of  the  Commissioners,  as  soon  as  Conveniently  they 
Could  be  made  up. 

Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  a  Number  of  Copies  of 
Connecticut  Submissions,  &^*.    The    two   Submissions  in  the 
names  of  Vandermark  and  Tuttle  are  not  Certified  in  the  usual 
luanuer ;  they  are  Considered   invalid  on  account  of  the  date 
which  they  bear.     The  Board  have  considered  the  Act  of  1802 
«8  Supplementary  to  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799,  and  are  of  Opinion 
its  provisious  were  intended  to  embrace  two  kinds  of  Submis- 
sions.    The  first  object  of  the  act  alluded  to,  is  to  extend  for  a 
Jimitted   time  the   receiving   Peunsylvania  releases  and  the 
<$]Airas  of  the  Connecticut    Settlers  into  the  Land  Office  after 
^He  1«  day  of  Januarv,  1801,  and  before  the  passage  of  the  Act 
t  1802,  to  be  legal. 
The  Board  conceived  that  under  the  first  provision  of  the  Act 
1802,  all  submissions  made  in  pursuance  thereof  must  bear 
te  sabeequent  to  the  Act  itself,  and  that  under  the  second 
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provision  no  itiibiuiR8°*  were  enibrHcetl  t>iit  those  that  had  been 
actually  reoeiveil  by  and  the  ori|;iimla  ii)  the  i>088etisioii  uf  the 
Land  Office,  prior  to  the  date  of  the  law  nnder  which  they 
were  to  have  a  legaJ  exiBteiicei  the  form  of  the  Certificate  uf 
the  CoininiHHionerii,  which  M'.  Cooper  was  ho  olitiging  an  to  for- 
ward to  me  tor  consideration,  you  will  also  receive  enclosed. 
It  iH  conceived  tliat  it  will  he  complete  if  the  Comnii.tsioneni 
will  be  so  obliging  as  to  insert  In  each  Certificate  to  be  issueil 
the  number  of  the  Connecticut  SubiniHsion  and  tha  date  of  the 
Pennsylvania  release. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Gentlemen, 
Your  most  Ob'..  Hble,  Servant, 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
S^.  Land  Cilice. 
P.  8.— From  a  Memorandum  kept  by  the  general  Survey'  of 
the  Copies  furnished  from  his  OfBoe,  it  is  found  that  the  several 
returns  mentioned  as  wanted  in  M'.  Cooper's  Letter,  and  re- 
leased by  Jen.  Helm,  have  been  famished  to  the  Commissioners 
long  since.  They  were  made  out  under  P.  Stewart's  Applica- 
tion by  Jen.  Helm,  her  attorney,  of  which  the  present  release 
of  Jen.  Helm  is  a  Oonflrmation. 


Tho"   Cooper,    Esq'., 
Comm'rs,  &". 

Memorand 

1.  Set  of  SubmissionB  ii 

2.  3 


Get 


a  of  papers  enclosed  : 

inhered  from  762  to  770  Inclusive. 

N°.  117  to  760,  under  Seal  of  OIHoe. 

3.  1  "  D".  B.  Vandemark,  Invalid. 

4.  I  ■•  D".  Original  H.  Tuttle  D». 

5.  I  Pennsylvania  release,  John  Bull,  Esq'. 

6.  1  Com misi-i oner's  Certificatp. 

7.  3  Copies  of  Draughts  from  8.  G, ,  mentioned  in  John  Bull's 


Gentlemen : 

You  will  recc 
miHsions  uf  ('a. 

Bi»u  in  the  Nai 


Lancaster,  July  15,  1 

■p  fni-losed  cprtified  Copies  or  n  number  of 
ii-cticut  Settlers,  numbered  from  779  to 
ill  also  reiM-ivp  herewith  «n  oT-iglnnl  Submtil-' 
a  of  John  Fairt-hild,  Junior,  which  Is  retomotl 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE.  425 

an  invalid  on  acooant  of  the  date  it  bears.  It  would,  perhaps 
be  proper  to  have  it  handed  to  M'.  Fairchild,  J'.,  without  much 
delay,  that  he  may  make  a  new  one  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time  limited  by  law. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours,  &*"., 

Andrkw  Ellicott, 
Sec^  Land  Offict. 
Thomas  Cooper,  E8q^,Qen^  Steele, W.  Wilson,  E8q^  ,Comm'rs. 


(23.) 


Lancaster,  July  19,  1802. 

Sir :  Aj?reeably  to  the  request  contained  in  yours  of  the  10th 
Ins.,  I  enclose  Copies  of  the  following  returns  of  Survey : 

Application  N«.  141,  305J  A.,  Ja\  Shaw. 

702,  309    "  Jn^  Hammon. 

721,  317    "  Arch.  Stewart. 

721,  352    **  J°^  Boune. 

1,986,  277    "  David  Feazer. 

From  the  Memorandum  you  have  given  in  the  case  of  Enoch 
Smith,  the  papers  cannot  be  found ;  this  was  the  reason  why 
they  were  not  sent  when  you  first  requested  them.  The  other 
pax)ers  being  amongst  some  of  the  last  forwarded,  I  sui)posed 
they  might  not  have  reached  you  at  the  time  ot  writing,  but 
that  they  would  be  afterwards  received.  When  the  release  of 
Enoch  Smith  is  received  the  papers  may  perhaps  be  better  de- 
scribed ;  if  they  can  then  be  found  Copies  will  be  immediately 
forwarded. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  resi>ect, 

Yours,  &*=., 

Samurl  Cochran. 
Thomas  Cooper,  E8q^ 


(24.) 

Lancaster,  July  19,  1802. 

you  will  receive  (Copies  of  12  Connecticut 

red    from   809  to  820  inclusive  ;  Also  the  3'** 

the  Name  of  Abraham   Bradley,  Junior,  a 
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Copy  of  which  was  also   forwarded   by  ray  letter  of   the  10th 
June  last. 

I  ara  with  respect,  &"., 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
S€<^  JL  Office. 

Thos.  Cooper,  E8q^,  Genl.  Steele,  Will.  Wilson,  Esq'. 


(25. ) 

Land  Office,  Lancaster,  July  27,  1802. 
Gentlemen : 

Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  the  following  papers  rel- 
ative to  your  Commission  :  1.  Copy  of  Sam.  McClay  &  Wife's 
release ;  2.  Copy  of  Dan.  Gore,  Sub.  N^  225 ;  3.  16  Subm«"  N*. 
from  821  to  835  inclusive.  Last  Evening  came  to  hand  a  release 
from  Enoch  Smith  to  the  State ;  also  a  release  of  Dower  of  Gay- 
nor  Smith,  his  wife,  to  the  State.  The  last  Instrament  is 
without  acknowledgement  or  proof  of  execution.  The  necessary 
Copies  of  these  Instruments  will  be  furnished  you  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  got  ready. 

I  am,  &"., 


Tho".  ('O)i^er,  &".,  Comm*rs. 


Andrew  Bluoott, 
Sec*  Land  Office. 


(26.) 

Land  Office,  Lancaster,  July  29,  1802. 

Gentlemen  :  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  the  follow- 
ing Copies,  viz :  12  half  sheets  of  Connecticut  Submissions,  N*: 
830  to  847,  and  3  (Copies  of  returns  of  Survey  in  the  names  of 
(Jharles  Beaver,  William  Fisher  and  William  Webb,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  release  of  Enoch  Smith,  a  few  days  since 
came  to  hand. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  mo.  Obt.,  H.  Servt.-, 
Andhkw  Ellicott, 
.SVc'  La7}d  Offl^,  Penns*. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^  ,Gen>.  Steele  and  William  WilsOI^Boq^, 
Commissioners.  Tjuzerne  Co..  Penns\ 
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(27.) 

Land  Office,  Lancaster,  August  26,  1802. 
(vt'ntlenien: 

1  have  the  pleasure  herewith  to  enclose  you  a  number  of 
Official  Copies  and  other  jmpers  relative  to  the  object  of  your 
Oou) mission,  as  p^  List  at  foot. 

For  a  Copy  of  the  Submission  formerly  made  by  M'.  Samuel 
Franklin,  you  will  please  to  turn  to  N".  409  of  those  already 
furnished.  A  cer tilled  copy  of  the  Submission  of  Hamilton 
Grant  has  also  been  transmitted  to  you,  but  no  notice  what- 
ever has  been  taken  of  the  old  certificate  annexed  to  the  origi- 
nal by  the  Board  of  Property. 

The  Submission  of  Jacob  Smithers,  dated  the  20th  of  Jul^-, 
1802,  and  received  at  the  Land  Office  on  the  T***  of  this  Inst. ,  is 
held  under  advisement  by  the  Board  of  Property,  with  several 
others  subsequently  received. 

You  will  receive  likewise  an  orignal  Submission,  executed  by 
Mehitable  Munroe  and  Charles  <iaylord,  Administrator  on  the 
Estate  of  Nathan  Munroe.  dec*. ,  which  has  been  rejected,  and 
is  now  returned  for  the  same  reason  as  those  in  the  names  of 
Tuttle  and  Vandemark  were,  and  not  on  the  account  of  the 
omission  of  the  recital  of  the  Act  of  April  6,  1802. 

You  will  please  to  observe  in  this  Submission,  as  well  as  in 
those,  that  the   only  objection    to  its   being  accepted  is  the 
Date  it  bears,  viz,  the  27  Decem>)er,  1800. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Andrew  Ellicott. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^,  Gen'.  John  Steele  &  William  Wilson, 
Esq'. 

Enclosures  in  the  foregoing  Letter: 

N*.  1,  Bundle  of  Connecticut  Submissions. 

'*     2,  original  Submission  of  Munroe's. 

*'     3,  Copies  of  returns  of  Survey. 

One  bundle  containing  10  Drafts  from  Surveyor  Generars 
Office. 
Copy  of  a  release  of  John  B.  Wallace. 

D".  of  Richard  Manning  and  Wife. 

D^  of  (Tuorge  Armstrong  and  Wife. 

D".  of  Thomas  Palmer,  W.  Bell  and  Ephraim  Blain. 

D^  Thomas  Lukens. 

D'.   David  M«Kinney  et  ah 

D*.  Daniel  Bussard. 

D".  Jacob  Good  and  wife. 
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■,  May  7",  1808. 

Uir :  At  tlie  lime  of  rt>iiiuviiiy;  our  OtHoe  th«  two  papers  eo- 
eloeud  were  miaiaid,  no  iliiit  It  wiut  out  of  my  power  to  retnrn 
thein  to  you  previouH  to  your  deiittrtui-e  from  tilts  plaoe.  I 
therefore,  ub  booii  im  liifV  were  founil,  have  taken  the  1"  op- 
portunity of  tratiHtnitthjK  tlieiii  to  you. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

YouroVietlient,  Hbla  Servant, 

8am'  Cochrah. 
Thomati  nooi>er,  Bxqr. 


(211.] 

I^Lunaster,  Junu  22,  tS08. 

Sir ;  Youm  of  the  18th  Inatnut  came  to  liand  lost  night.  In 
answer  thereto,  wouldobnerve  that  II ixmexamininK the  oocount 
and  vouch erx.  handed  me  by  yoti  lust  i^pring,  the  Itetnti  now 
in  dispute,  altlio'  regularly  vouelied,  up|>var<'d  to  tm  tmch  au 
I  pouiil  not  admit ;  Imt  iK'fore  I  would  iiiaku  uay  deduction  I 
wiithi'it  to  obtaiu  further  iiifnruiatluu  ou  Ihu  Subject. 

If  uiy  recollectiouis  iiorreot,  I  thinii  It  was  I  ho  Sunday  after 
1  received  the  pajierH,  I  met  (l-en'.  Hteele  ou  tlie  street ;  in  the 
oourxe  of  eonvertULtion  I  meutioued  the  charged  alluded  to, 
and  the  uame  day  shewed  him  tiie  acooiiut ;  his  opinion  coin- 
niding  with  my  own.  ami  he  being  one  of  the  CominloMioDeni, 
.confirmed  me  thii  luore.  When  I  met  you  at  the  Comptroller's 
olTlce.  agreeably  tii  your  reqnext,  after  Home  conversation  you 
pro|K>sed  (I  tliink)  to  leave  the  mutter  t<i  the  other  two  Com- 
misMionerB,  to  whinh  M'.  Bryan  and  myself  agrBud.  at  this  time 
U'.  WellH  had  not  been  mentioned  by  you,  nor  did  at  that  time 
know  that  (ieneral  Steele  ha<l  left  tlie  Borough. 

Upon  your  culling  with  M'.  Wells,  I  mentioue<l  that  as  you 
had  proposed  to  refer  the  difference  to  the  two  other  Coinmis- 
sioners  it  wimlil  !»■  better  to  let  tliem  dL'termiuu  the  Dusinesi'. 
M'.WilHOuisnowtleiul.  nor  would  I  wlxh  loca.xt  adouiloverfalB 
u)eniiiry(rorllieldli[u)iuhit;iiestiuietionaHnmanorhonorj,tml 
am  Hurpri/ed  that  lie  stKiiil<1  iiixjnuate  tliat  M^  Hryan  J£  niyaelf, 
<ir  either  of  uh,  had  uiiy  unfair  or  eunning  des'gn  in  view  to 
injure  you.  I  feel  iwrfenrly  ciisy  on  tlu'  BulijePt,  oh  iiiy  own 
heart  does  not  cliitrne  me  willi  iniprowr  ciuiciucrt  in  tlie  DukI' 
neSH.  I  con»l<ler  tli()st'  cliartjeM  in  yciur  acet,  su><peiidi'<l  until 
(<ome  report  irt  mailf  u|>oii  iIk'Iii  ;  ilii^  '■auiior  jiosMibly  b»  done 
now  by  ihe  i>artieHorigumlly  uieiilUiiuil.      1  wiiuld,  therefore. 
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propose  a  mode  of  Settlement  much  more  expeditious  and  les8 
troublesome  than  by  appealing,  which  is  that  the  Business  be 
left  to  the  Commissioner  who  fills  the  place  of  M^  Wilson, 
M'.  Wells  and  some  other  reputable  person,  or  to  any  two  or 
three  respectable  characters  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  Subject  (a  C'opy  of  the  i>ai>ers  you  have).  They  approving 
and  you  forwarding  a  Cert,  thereof,  would  be  in  my  opinion 
satisfactory  to  the  department,  and  enable  them  to  settle  the 
business. 

The  Comptroller  is  not  in  town,  but  I  have  no  doubt  but  he 
will  agree  to  the  above  mode. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Georgk  Dupfield. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'.,  Commissioner. 


.30.) 

l^ancaster,  July  8,  1808. 

Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  18th  J  une  last  did  not  come  to  my  hand 
"^.ill  Wednesday  last,  having  been  absent  from  liome  for  several 
^^"eeks  attending  the  Supreme  Court.     I    must  confess  I  w^as 
'^'ery  nuich  surpriawid  at  the  contents  of  your  Jjetter,  for  my  con- 
^luc^  was  perfectly  ingenuous.     When  the  account  came  from 
"•he  Register  General's  I  was  fully  impres8e<l  with  the  opinion 
"that  you  had  been  appriseil  of  the  deductions  and  had  acqui- 
^Hce<l  in  their  propriety  ;  but  when  I  was  informed  you  ha<i  had 
iio  opportunity  to  offer  your  objections,  and  to  shew  the  justice 
of  the  full  charge,  I  agreed  without  he.^itation  to  a  revision. 
When  M'.  Duflflehl   made  the  {iropositioii  relative  to   General 
Steele,  &'^.,  I  was  not  acquainted  with  his  ideas  or  impressions 
on  the  subject  of  your  account.     M^  Duffleld  may  have  been, 
as  there  subsists  a  cordial  and  very  frequent  intercourse  be- 
tween those  Gentlemen.     M'.  DuflHeld  informed  me  that  he  had 
made  a  new  proposition  to  you,  which  was  to  refer  the  Business 
to  the  other  two  Commissioners,  or  to  any  three  respectable 
and  disinterested  men,  to  which  I  freely  agree. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servt. , 

Sam*  Bryan. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esqr.,  Commissioner. 
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(81.) 
ReKister  Gen"  Offloe,  July  4,  180S. 
ThouiuH  Cooper,  Ksq'.  ; 

Sir :  Yours  i>[  tlie  2"*  Inst.oame  to  hand  yesterday.  The  Comp- 
troller GeneriLl  was  uhsent  when  I  last,  wrote  and  has  not  yet 
returned.  What  hie  opinion  maybe  I  cannot  say  certainly, 
hut  havt<  no  reason  to  <loubt  of  his  agreeing  to  the  mode  pro- 
posed to  you  by  niyHelf. 

1  am.  Sir, 


(38. ) 
Land  Office,  Lanuaeter,  July  SO,  1803. 
Gentlemen 

At  the  requent  of  M'.  Aaron  Levi,  1  endone  to  you  oertifli^ 
copies  or  Six  returns  of  Survey,  for  I^ande  said  to  be  released 
to  the  State,  under  liiareleaHe,  of  which  I  presume  you  liuvt> 
a  copy. 

I  oin,  with  respect. 

tientleinen. 

Your  nio.  obt.  Servant, 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
Serrelary  of  Land  Cffflae. 
ThomttH    Cooper,  Esq'.,  Hen".  John  Steele,  William  Wilson, 
Bsq.,  Comrn're. 


(Sa) 
Land  OfBce,  Lancaster,  J  any  2,  1804. 
Gentlemen  : 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  oerliDed  Copy  of  a  release  from 
Antoine  Nicholas  Goddard,  by  his  Atty.,  to  the  Coniniou- 
wealth.  made  under  luid  in  plirituance  of  the  Act  of  Assembly, 
of  the  4'''  of  April,  1790,  toifether  uitli  a  certlHud  copy  u(  tlif 
return  of  Survey  of  the  tract  ttt  iiaiid  therein  conveyed. 

You  will  olwrvo  by  the  nejioi'llioii  on  the  tvforesaid  Copy, 
that  the  finuitorwas  iiliHent  from  tliH  United  States  at  the 
time  the  law  i)ii.sne<l,  luid  continued  alixcnt  until  tliB  !■'>  Alas' 
laMt,  wlit'n  lie  rt<turned  anil  exee.iited  liiH  Deed  In  due  form  of 
law,  luxl  forwarded  to  nie  on  the  U  Nov,  last. 

Andrkw  Ellicott, 
Seo'ff  Land  Qfflce. 
Thomas  Cooper.  &: 
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To  Obediah  Qore  and  others, 

[June,  1801.] 
Gentlemen  : 

As  we  understand  there  will  be  considerable  dilTiouity  in 
making  out  anything  like  a  compleat  and  connected  legal 
Chain  of  title,  to  Claims  under  the  Susquehanna  Company,  in 
favour  of  the  present  Settlers  of  lots  and  rights  within  the  17 
townships,  we  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  you  for  informa- 
tion that  may  materially  affect  the  peaceable  and  beneficial 
o|>eration  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  under  which  we  are  ap- 
pointed, not  doubting  but  you  will  wave  any  objection  of  In- 
formality to  a  request  which  is  calculated  to  farther  the  mild 
Intentions  of  th«  Legislature,  and  the  Welfare  of  a  County, 
wherein  you  hold  situations  so  conspicuous  and  respectable. 

We  are  given  to  understand  that  some  years  ago,  while  you 
sat  upon  the  Bench  and  ofllciated  as  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  pleas  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  frequent 
Suits  were  submitted  to  your  determination  between  contend- 
ing Claimants  under  Connecticut  rights,  altho'  of  late  the 
President  Judge  has  deemed  it  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to 
entertain  Cognizance  ol  any  Causes  that  did  not  originate  in  a 
title  derived  from  the  State  of  Penns*. 

r>uring  the  time  when  you  devoted  your  attention  to  the  de- 
cision of  Connecticut  Claims,  many  Instances  most  probably 
have  occurred  wherein  the  Claim *t8  were  unable  to  compleat 
their  Chain  of  title  by  written  Documents,  legally  substan- 
tiated. If  such  Cases  have  occurred  before  you,  We  beg  to 
know%  I",  generally  : 

1.  What  rules  or  regulations  you  laid  down  for  the  guidance 
of  the  Bench;  or  what  were  admitted  as  ex  veceHsitaie  rei  bj' 
the  Gentlemen  of  Counsel  at  the  Bar,  in  the  adoption  of  parol 
to  supply  written  testimony,  if  any? 

2.  More  particularly,  whether  you  ever  required  proof  of  the 
Incorporation  of  the  Susquehanna  Company? 

3.  What  evidence  you  required  of  the  regulations  of  that 
Company,  which  were  to  guide  the  Conduct  and  rights  of  the 
Settlers?  What  original  or  Copies  did  you  admit,  and,  if  Copies, 

2»-VoL,  XVIU  (433) 


4IM  LETTERS  FROM  THE 

on  wliat  fjroundo  was  tbu  production  of  tho  orjginftl  diBiwnsed 
with:- 

4.  I'ai}  yoii  inform  uh  bow  we  con  procure,  or  where  we  oan 
apply  for  any  original  ininuteH,  or  any  Huthentic  tranflcript  of 
tliOHt)  KegiilationH  down  to  the  end  of  1783,  or  how  liw  downF 
6t>eJni;  that  the  A<!t  of  Assembly  of  Ap.  4.  1790,  hiiH establislied 
tlioMO  reKulutiooH  ue  the  baslii  of  our  proceedinKM? 

5.  Were  the  votett  and  rettolutionH  of  the  Uonimi'tteeH  of  the 
SUHi]uehannnCoin|)uny  oonitidered  as  binding  on  the  Settlen? 
W'Te  they  binding  on  the  actual  Settlers  ut  the  time  But  well  as 
uiMin  future  Settlers?  bow  were  those  Committees appolDtedf 

G.  Were  orlgitial  rightn,  whether  of  Townships  or  Indivi- 
duuls,  Considered  aHforfeite<l  by  Noncompliance  with  the  reg- 
ulations of  the  Coiniiany,  or  of  its  Coinniittees?  In  what  lo- 
Htanoes,  within  your  knowledge,  have  such  forfeitures  been  in- 
HlMtHd  on  and  eslabtiotied? 

T.  How  were  the  Houndarles  of  Townships  originally  estab- 
Iliiheili'  or  latterly  ascertained?  What  evidence  resi>eoting  them 
did  yon  deem  suflloient  under  the  Cirenmstances  of  thu 
Country?  Are  there  any  authentic  minutes  of  the  SurveyB  of 
Townshliw  existing  or  proclucealile? 

8.  In  what  way  were  the  Boundaries  of  contested  lotn  usually 
ascertained?  Was  it  required  that  the  grant  of  the  Company 
to  original  Settlers  should  be  i)roRure(i  in  Oourt?  or  in  what 
caHes,  and  under  what  Circumstances,  was  oral  evidence  ad- 
mitted, either  of  prescriptive  possession,  or  of  surveys  made 
within  the  knowleilge  of  the  WitnesHua? 

0.  Was  it  customary  for  Claimants  to  suggest  the  loss  of 
pajwrs,  or  the  Destruotiim  of  impers?  or  the  neglect  of  procur- 
ing from  the  Grantor  the  written  evidence  of  the  righto  of 
Hui'h  Urantors?  Were  any  such  BUggMtionB  usually  admilte<l, 
cillier  under  the  Authority  of  the  Court  or  by  Consent  of 
(TouuMel?  or  were  they  rejected,  as  in  the  latter  Case  we  ap- 
prehend they  must  have  been,  and  the  parties  put  to  strict 
proof?  Or  what  were  th.-  rules  ami  practice  In  (his  respent? 

10.  From  y.iur  knowledge  and  exi>erience of  the  titles  of  this 
County,  under  the  Susquehanna  or  Connecticut  Claim,  wlint 
is  the  kind  of  proof  you  would  suggest  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Commissionersosnecessiiry,  or  r<-iLEOna1>le,to  be  admitted, 
when  such  Claimants  come  l>efiire  them  with  titles  resting  upon 
evidi>nce  apparently  ilefective,  in  that  legal  precision  usually 
required  by  the  Courts  of  Law? 

We  Certainly  mean  to  ^t  as  near  to  legal  precision  ns  tht* 
Cases  will  eimble  us.  We  are  awan-  that  the  best  evidence  th« 
case  will  admit  may  reasonably  bi?  deemeil  legal  evidence.  But 
iu  this  early  stage  of  our  duty,  and  Strangers  as  we  are  to  the 
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local  dlfHculties  and  disputes  that  respect  the  titles  in  this 
County,  we  do  not  feel  ourselves  so  Competent  to  appreciate 
those  difficulties,  in  the  production  of  ori^^iual  docum"  and 
regular  Evidence,  as  you,  Gentlemen,  whose  Situations  and  Ex- 
periences have  furnished  you  with  superior  Advantages  in 
this  respect.  We  are  desirous  of  Complying  with  what  we  regard 
as  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  iu  doing  substantial  justice, 
but  we  fear  the  evidence  in  very  many  cases,  wliere  we  have 
no  suspicion  of  the  equity  of  the  Claimant*s  title,  will  be  un- 
usually loose  and  irregular,  not  merely  from  inability  arising 
out  of  the  Circumstances  of  the  County,  But  from  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  Claimant. 

Your  past  observations  in  these  respects,  and  your  knowledge 
of  the  mutual  admissions  of  Contending  Claimants  under  the 
Connecticut  title.  May  throw  light  upon  the  Subject  and  render 
our  proceedings  more  satisfactory  to  ourselves  and  others. 
We  request  the  Benefit  of  your  Assistance  in  distinct  answers 
to  the  preceding  Queries,  so  far  as  they  lie  within  the  Com- 
pass of  your  knowlodge'and  Experience,  and  beg  of  you  to  ex- 
cuse the  trouble  which  the  present  Application  may  occasion. 

We  are,  &«•., 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
John  Stkelk, 
William  Wilson. 
Obediah   Gore,  Nathan   J^enison,  Mathias    Hollenback  and 
Rose  well  Welles,  Esq". 


The  Commissioners  to  Daniel  Rees, 

Wilkesbarre,  June  20,  1801. 
M'.  Daniel  Rees,  Northumberland  County : 

Sir :  It  appears  that  you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania two  tracts  of  land,  originally  part  of  Sunbury  Manor, 
and  i>urchased  of  Jos.  Ogden  and  David  M«Kinney.  The  Com- 
missioners cannot  proceed  to  take  Cognizance  of  them  without 
further  description.  They  must  have  transmitted  to  them 
Office  copies  of  the  returns  of  Surveys,  and  a  Statement  of  the 
Chain  of  title  from  the  proprietaries,  with  the  original  Docu- 
ments; without  these  they  neither  know  where  the  lands  are 
to  be  found,  Nor  whether  your  Grantors  had  any  right  to  them. 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Comm". 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  tJie  Commissi'. 
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The  Commissioners  to  John  Cooke. 

WJIkeebarre,  June  30.  180L 
John  Cook,  Esq'. ,  Northuml>',  Northmnberl"  County : 

Sir:  ItapptiarN  that  at!  Exocutor  Cum  ti-Htannexoof  William 
M°Cor<],  you  have  r«lHaNe(l  to  the  estate  certain  tracts  situated 
on  Lanawannti,  aurvnyed  for  JaiiiuH  Parr,  W.  M'Oord,  Wllliant 
Wilson,  dam.  M'Ulay,  Ciutp.  Weitzcll,  -lames  Moore,  W".  Foster, 
JJavid  Meade,  Alex'.  Templetoii.  John  Weitzell  and  Russel. 
Jaooli  Smith,  Jolin  Lugar ;  All  these  tracts  have  been  released 
alHo  l>y  James  Moore  and  Wife,  who  have  procured  and  trans- 
mitted returns  of  Survey  of  most  of  tliem.  Is  this  a  joint  Con- 
cern? or  is  it  a  Contested  Claim?  Without  further  informat* 
it  is  impoBslhle  for  the  Commissioners  to  certify  respecting 
them. 

By  order  of  the  Conim'rs. 
*  Thomas  Lloxd, 

Clerk  to  the  Cotnm'rs. 


The  Comrrtiasianers  to  Thomas  Orant 

Wilkenbarre,  June  20,  1801. 
Thomas  Grant,  Esq'.,  Near  Sunbury.  North"  County  : 

Sir:  It  appears  that  you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania a  tract  of  land  of  3u7  or  308  acres  and  Allowance,  for 
there  are  'i  Surveys  In  the  name  of  John  Wolf.  I  am  direo.tetl 
to  request  yon  would  ^ive  tl)em  further  information,  whether 
tliisbethesame  with  one  returned  l>y  Aaron  Levy, as  warranted 
in  the  same  name,  and,  if  s.),  whether  tliis  be  a  joint  Conoem 
<ir  a  contesti-<l  riKhl. 

Thomas  Lt.otd, 
Clerk  to  the  Commias". 


The  Ciimmii'S 


■X  to  James  liose. 
WilkeNbarre,  June  30,  1801. 


W,  Jani«s  Ilosp,  North'': 

Sir:  I  am  direct"  l>y  the  Ooin'rs  ap|>olnt''  to  carry  into  eflfct 
the  Act  of  April  4,   ITDI),  OtTeiing,  &■. ,  to  mention  that  in  the 
release  made   by  you  to  the  Slate  of  P".  of  a  tract,  warrantecW^ 
in   the  name  of   W"".  Tliorp,   It   doei*  not  appear  how  you  are^ 
entitlwl   under  M'.  .lamrN  Rose  of  Philadelphia.      If  by  tei.tn_ 
ment,anauthenti(rated  extract  of  the  Will  should  \m  set  fortl^^^ 
The  release  is  in  other  respects  very  incorrect.     Neither  dob^^ 
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it  appear  in  an'  release  how  you  are  entitled  to  act  as  Attorney 
for  R  H.  Rose.     They  beg  farther  Information  on  these  points. 

I  aiu,  Sir, 

Ypurs, 

Thomas  Lloyd. 


The  Commissioners  to  Alex,  Hunter. 

Wilkesbarre,  June,  1801. 
M'.  Alexander  Hunter,  near  Sunbury : 

Sir :  It  appears  that  you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania certain  tracts  of  land,  as  follows,  viz :  150  acres  allotted 
to  be  surveyed  for  Thomas  Osborne,  also  i  of  lands  contain- 
ing 3,383J  Acres.  Situate  on  or  near  the  Waters  of  Lacawanna, 
held  in  partnership  with  James  Rose  and  Wife. 

The  Commissioners  beg  to  know  whether  Thomas  Osborne's 
tract  has  been  surveyed ;  If  so,  they  request  an  Office  Copy 
of  the  Survey. 

They  desire  also  to  be  informed  more  particularly  where  the 
3,383J  acres  lie,  and  they  wish  you  to  transmit  Office  Copies  of 
the  Surveys,  and  also  whe'  James  Moore*s  share  be  §  thereof, 
and  whether  a  Survey  of  Alexander  Templeton  of  320J  Acres 
be  part  of  them. 

Also  whe'  M^Oord  or  Laugh! in  M^'Cartney  have  any,  and 
what  share  in  said  Lands. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  &*. , 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Commission. 


The  Commissioners  to  William  Tilghman, 

Wilkesbarre,  June,  1801. 
William  Tilghman,  Esq^,  Phil*.  : 

Sir :  It  appears  that  you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  Kxecutor  of  James  Scovell,  deceased,  N**.  30  hi  the 
Manor  of  Stoke,  stated  as  containing  100  acres,  the  return  is 
88  Acres  82  perches.  Qii.  Is  therr  any  encrease  to  that  quan- 
tity by  subsequent  Survey? 

N".  24,  in  Snnbiiry  Manor,  Allotted  to  William  Armstrong, 
appears  to  contain  only  H."i  Acres,  Ixit  the  releiise  states  it  to 
have  lx»en  enen'uscd  to  loO  by  Charles  Stewart.  TheConnnis- 
sioners  possess  no  Office  Copy  of  the  Survey,  and  therefore  no 
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regular  evidence  of  the  contents  of  William  Armstrong^^s.  Sur- 
ve'y»ttnd  they  beg  you  to  trani-imit  them  any  evidence  you  have 
or  can  procure  of  the  addition  suggested  in  the  release,  which 
makes  that  allotment  150  acres.  Tliere  is  also  a  release  of  a 
Warrant,  but  apparently  without  any  Survey  in  the  name  of 
William  Hamilton,  300  acres  and  Allow""*^;  but  if  this  be  on  Red 
Bank  creek,  it  is  out  of  their  Jurisdiction. 

1  am,  &^. , 

Thomas  liriOYD. 


The  Commissioners  to  Edmund  Physick. 

Wilkesbarre,  June,  1801. 
Edm*.  Phypick.  Esq'.,  Phila.  : 

Sir:  It  is  impossible  for  the  Comm'rs  to  proceed  with  any 
certainty,  Satisfaction  or  effect  in  valuing  the  lands  claimed 
and  releaseil  by  the  late  proprietors  of  Penns*  in  their  Manors 
in  Luzerne  County,  without  farther  and  accurate  Ace' of  the 
lands  therein,  which  have  been  dis[X)sed  of  heretofore  to  other 
peraons,  either  under  absolute  Deeds  of  Sale  or  Executory 
Devises  still  binding.  They  beg,  therefore,  therefore,  that 
immediate  information,  and  such  as  they  can  act  upon,  be 
transmitted  without  delay  upon  these  points,  that  they  may 
be  enabled  to  do  justice  to  the  proprietaries.  The  list  of  allotm" 
by  Mess".  Tilghman,  Shippen  and  Lukens  in  1771,  does  not 
supply  the  inform"  required.     In  hopes  of  an  early  reply, 

I  am,  Sir,  &«»., 

Yours, 

Thomas  Lloyd,  C/fc 


The  Commissioners  to  James  Rose, 

Wilkesbarre,  June,  1801. 

James  Rose,  Esquire,  Attorney-at-Law,  near  Williamsport, 
Lycoming  (>ounty  : 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  appointed  for  putting  in  execution 
the  Act  of  4***  April,  1799,  For  ofT«*rin^  Compensation  to  the 
Pennsylvania  (claimants  of  certain  i^ands  within  the  17  Town- 
ships,  &". ,  request  yon  to  furnish  them  with  information  on  the 
following  points,  without  which  they  cannot  do  justice  to  the 
Claims  of  tlic  deceased  ^P.  (raibreath  Patterson,  and  the  other 
heirs  of  M'.  W.   Patterson,   F>(i'. 

Is  the  release  of  a  Moiety  of  a  tract  warranted  in  the  name 
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of  Robert  Wood,  th€»  same  with  one  claimed  by  John  Ewing 
and  Wife?  Tiie  Survey  of  M'.  Ewing's  states  tiie  tract  to  Con- 
tain 229J  Acres.  M^  Galbreath  Patterson  has  not  sent,  as  he 
Mliould,  an  Office  Copy  of  M'.  W.  l*atterson*s  return  of  Survey 
<*f  tlie  tract  in  question.  Tlie  above  tract  is  stated  to  be  hehi 
III  i>artnership  with  R.  Stewart,  but  he  does  api>ear  to  have 
vioticed  his  Share  in  His  release  to  the  State. 

There  appears  also  v-o  have  been  an  agreement  between  M'. 
"W.  I'atterson  and  M'.  John  Cox,  dated  Jany  20,  1774,  for  tak- 
ing;; up  lands  in  |)artnership,  of  which  M^  Pox  was  to  have  the 
i\  The  tracts  so  taken  up  are  in  the  names  of  John  Vansant 
.»nd  others.  Can  you  furnish  the  Comm''  with  any  transcript 
or  Abstract  of  the  Agreement  with  Cox  to  this  purpose.  The 
Agreement,  of  which  no  more  than  the  date  is  Stated  by  the 
heirs  of  Cox,  is  of  20  Jan'y.  1774. 

Are  the  Warrants  taken  out  by  Cox,  in  the  names  of  William 
Smith  and  Thomas  Smith,  returned  or  not?  if  they  are,  the 
Comm'rs  should  have  the  Office  Copies  of  Surveys,  and  any^ 
other  inform"  that  can  be  given  respecting  the  Situations. 
Quere.  Is  there  any  title  to  part  of  these  two  last  mentioned 
tracts  in  D'.  W.  Smith,  who  returns  Warants  in  the  same 
names? 

Again,  there  ax>pears  to  have  been  an  agreement  to  take  up 
lands  in  the  now  County  of  Luzerne,  between  W".  Patterson, 
Joseph  Wharton  and  Matthias  Slough.  What  lands,  if  any, 
were  taken  up  under  that  Agreem't?  if  any  be  pleased  to  trans- 
mit the  Office  Copies  of  the  returns  of  Survey,  if  they  have 
been  surveyed.     W.  Patterson  was  to  have  i. 

Your  early  attention  to  these  queries  will  promote  the  In- 
terest of  the  heirs  of  W.  Patterson, 

and  Oblige, 

Yours,  &^, 

Thomas  Lloyd. 


The  Commissioners  to  Elias  Bouilinot. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  24,  1801. 
Blias  Boadinot,  Esq'.  : 

Sir:  It  appears  that  the  tracts  of  Land  which  you  have  re- 
Iciased  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  under  the  Act  of  4  April, 
1799,  For  offering  Compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Claim- 
ants of  certain  lands  within  the  17  townships,  in  the  County  of 
Luzerne,  A''*.,  in  the  names  of  John  Pryor,  George  Dudley  and 
Conrad  Appleman,  is  Warrantees  have  also  been  released  by 
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M^   Daniel   Montgomery,  of  Northumberland,  The   Commis- 
Hioners  beg  to  know  whether  this  is  a  joint  or  contested  Claim. 

I  am,  &''. , 

Yours, 

Thomas  Li«07d, 
Clerk  to  the  Commission, 


The  Commission  to  Daniel  Montgomery. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  24,  1801. 

M^  Daniel  Montgomery,  Danville,  North**  County : 

Sir:  It  appears  that  by  your  Attorney,  Robert  Montgomery, 
you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  certain  tracts, 
warranted  in  the  names  of  John  Pryor,  George  Dudley  and 
Conrad  Appleman,  patented  and  named  respectively  "  Dullage," 
**  Durham"  and  "  Sydenham. ''  M'.  Elias  Boudinot  hath  also  re- 
leased the  saiue  lands.  The  Comm'rs  beg  to  know  whether 
this  be  a  joint  Concern  or  a  contested  Claim. 

I  am,  &"., 

Thomas  Lloyd,  CUc.,  df*. 


The  Cominisiiionersto  Jtsse  Fell. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  2,  1801. 
Jf»sse  Fell,  Esquire : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  understand  that  many  of  the  Connecticut  Claim- 
ants in  this  town,  who  are  otherwise  ready  to  adduce  evidence 
of  their  Claims,  are  apprehensive  that  the  Certificate  of  the 
Coininissioners  is  not  likely  to  be  iinai,  and  that  they  may 
perhaps  be  called  ui>on  for  the  Same  Evidence  before  the  Board 
of  Property,  and  that  this  opinion  is  founded  on  some  Con- 
versiition  of  mine.  1  jIo  not  recolleet  having  expressed  any 
other  opinion  than  that  which  1  hold,  namely,  that  altho'  in 
case  of  a  (/aveat  «»ntered  against  tin?  reception  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, the  Hoard  of  property  will  have  a  rif^ht  to  Omstrue  the 
Act  for  themselves,  and  <let ermine  whether  in  such  a  Case  thev 
will  admit  the  (/ertilicate  as  Conclusive  Evidence ;  yet  in  my 
opinion  tlien*  is  no  probability  tliat  sncli  a  Certificate  will  b»* 
rejected  oi*  ohjeeied  to.  especially  in  Cases  where  no  Contend- 
ing (,'laimant  stands  forward  to  impeach  it. 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 

Sir:  It  is  with  much  Concern  we  received  your  letter,  stat- 
ing that  you  were  unable  to  furnish  us  with  any  information 
respec^inc:  the  proprietary  Manors,  other  than  we  ap^iear  to 
have;  The  release  makes  a  reservation  of  all  those  tracts  or 
parcels  of  land  within  the  Manor  which  have  been  sold  by  the 
proprietaries,  or  for  which  Contracts  of  sale  have  been  made. 
We  want  to  know  : 

!•'.  Of  the  Agreements  executed.  What  are  the  Conditions 
therein  contained?  Are  any  of  them  invalid  for  non-perform- 
ance of  Conditions?  How  many  of  them  are  binding  upon  the 
proprietary  Estate?  Of  such  as  are  valid,  how  are  we  to  pro- 
ceed the  returns  of  Survey  to  determine  their  Situation?  Have 
you  any  means  of  determining  who  are  the  present  Owners? 

2.  Of  the  Agreements  that  were  not  executed.  Are  an>  of 
them  considered  as  binding?  How  can  we  procure  the  Draughts 
of  Survey?  On  what  conditions  were  these  agreements  made? 
We  think  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  whether  any  of  these 
agreements  convey  a  legal  title,  or  even  an  equitable  one,  that 
can  be  Supported,  unless  accompanied  on  the  part  of  the  pur- 
chaser with  something  like  a  specific  performance  of  his  part 
of,  the  Contract.  At  all  Events  we  beg  of  you  to  exert  your 
utmost  to  furnish  us  with  the  means  of  ascertaining  in  what 
part  of  the  Manors  these  tracts  are  situated,  tliat  in  our  Cer- 
tificates we  may  keep  clear  of  them. 

The  proprietary  interest  is  at  stake  on  this  question  to  the 
whole  value  of  the  Manors;  for  we  cannot  certify  in  the  dark 
as  to  the  value,  without  knowing  where  the  parcels  disposed 
of  are  situate ;  nor  can  we  certify  a  single  tract  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Claimant,  within  the  Manors,  for  fear  of  stumbling  u[K>n 
some  portion  sold  ])y  the  late  proprietors,  and  not  yet  released 
by  the  purchaser  or  his  Assigns. 

We  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  propriety  of  your 
speedily  coining  up  hither  by  way  of  Lancaster  &  North**,  to 
procure  at  the  T*  place  office  Copies  of  the  Draughts  of  Survey 
of  th^  plots  sold,  and  at  the  second  to  search  the  records  to  see 
what  agreemenis  were  recorded  ;  indeed  to  hasten  the  business 
we  shall  send  those  r»»cords. 

M'.  Roberts  or  M'.  Moore,  Attornies  there,  to  examine  thos«* 
recor<ls  an<l  send  us  information  of  their  Contents,  so  that  if 
you  think  best  you  may  omit  that  route,  tlio'  from  Lancaster 
it  would  be  as  good  a  way  as  any  hither.  We  say,  without 
scruple^  tliat  the  <mly  certain  means  the  late  ])roprietarieshave 
to  get  anything  for  the  lands,  is  to  attend  to  the  iibove  men- 
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tloneil  Clrcumetances.     In  liopua,  therefore,  of  seeiatc  you  as 
early  as  your  Convenience  will  allow, 
Wf  are.  Sir, 

Your  humble  ServanW, 

Thomas  Coopeb, 
John  Strklb, 
William  Wii^oh. 


The  Commissioners  to  Conyvgham  and  others. 

Wilkeabarre,  July  14,  1801. 

Mens".  Conynffhain,  Meredith,  &".  : 
aenrlemeii  : 

The  (^omm'rs  And  3  releosca  of  land  by  you  to  the  State,  the 
one  of  xpeciflo  tracts,  the  other  dated  Sep'.  Sff*.  1800,  whereby 
il'.  ( 'on yn glial II  and  Neitbitt  release  all  their  joint  and  sepa- 
rate (JIaiiiiH  within  the  17  townehipB  generally.  Upon  this  last 
rtileaHe  it  ix  iinpoHHlble  for  tlifi  Coinm'rH  toaot.  without  precise 
infonniitjim  of  what  tractti  b-th  intondud  to  be  conveyed  l>y  It. 
They  beg  you  would  hi*  good  (;nougli  to  furnish  them  with  pre- 
cise Information,  neci-xsai'y  to  put  In  eteciition  the  latter  re- 

I  am  Gentlemen.  &^ , 

Thomas  Lloyd,  CTft.,  <t". 

The  Commissioners  to  Aaron  Levy. 

Wilkenbarre.  Jnly  U.  1801. 
Aaron  Levy,  ECsq'- ,  Philadelphia: 

Sir :  The  ComniiiwionerB  beg  to  know  of  whether  the  12  tracts 
released  by  you  to  the  fltate  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Luxerne 
County,  in  the  nuiUKi  of  Conrad  Picard  and  others,  have  ever 
been  warranted,  surveyed  und  returned.  If  so,  they  request 
you  to  transmit  ofllce  copies  of  such  Survey  and  returns,  Other^ 
wiHd  tlii-y  canu'^t  dike  nognizanoe  of  them. 
1  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  Serv'., 

Thohah  Lloyd.  Clk. 


The  Viimmixsioners  to  William  Jtinghnm. 

Wilkes barre,  July  14.  1801. 
William  Bingham,  Esq',  : 

Sir:  I  am  dir.-itfd  by  thf  TomurrH  ti.  state  the  follow'  cir- 
E-,uinBtaiict;H  roMpoct'  tin'  Lands  by  yon  released  to  the  State  la 
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Of  the  13  tracts  Hurveyed,  whereof  the  Heirs  of  Lu kens  claim 
i,  no  return  of  survey  is  furnished  for  tlie  tract  named  Dublin, 
lU'-ih  as.     Wh  bejj  to  receive  one  from  the  Oflice. 

Tlie  Surveyors  under  the  last  (/omnrrs,  and  those  also  under 
tlie  present,  have  been  assiduously  hunting  the  lines  of  the  2 
tracts  at  the  back  of  the  proprietary  manor  of  Stoke,  in 
Wilkesbarre  township.  They  are  nanied  ]!^e]fast  and  Newry, 
318i  and  390  acres,  Warranted  to  W".  f.ennox  and  Charles  Mil- 
ler ;  lis  th*'V  are  not  to  be  found  we  know  not  what  measures 
«'itht^r  you  or  we  can  take  respecting  them,  except  under  an 
order  of  resurvey. 

We  fear  the  10  other  tracts  given  to  M^  Sambourne  to  survey 
and  return  are  not  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  ]M>int  of 
time,  for  they  are  not  returned  till  after  the  4th  April,  1799.  I 
am,  Sir,  in  Ijehalf  of  the  Comm'rs, 

Sir,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Commissioners. 


The  Commissioners  to  Peter  Snyder  and  others. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 

Mess".  Peter  Snyder,  John  Young  &  Chris'.  Hertzel. 
Gentlemen : 

In  your  release  of  certain  tracts,  formerly  belonging  to  M'. 
Peter  Kachlin,  deceased,  situate  in  the  Co.  of  Luzerne,  viz : 
the  tracts  war  rant  e<i  in  the  name  of  Peter  Kachlin,  Henry 
Hess,  Henry  Snyder,  Peter  Conra<l,  W".  Hill,  Michael  Kocker, 
Jacob  Miller  and  Christopher  Wolf,  there  is  a  suggestion  of 
their  having  been  surveyed  and  returned,  but  no  proof  of  it. 
If  they  are  held  by  warrant  only,  the  title  is  defective.  If  they 
are  really  surveyed  and  returned,  we  beg  of  you  as  early  as 
you  can  to  transmit  to  us  certified  copies  of  such  surveys,  &"., 

I  am,  on  Behalf  of  the  Comm'rs, 

Qentl". ,  Your  obd*.  Servant, 

Thomas  Lloyd. 


The  Commissioners  to  Charles  Hartley. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 
Cha*.  Hartley,  Esq',.  Prothonotary  of  York  County.: 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  at  this  place,  appointed  to  carry 
into  ezeontion  the  Act  of  April.  1799.  respecting  the  Claimants 
of  Luzerne  lands,  direct  me  to  enquire,  1".   Whether  the  tracts 


444  LETTERS  FROM  THE 

released  by  Tho*.  Hartley,  Esq^,  warranted  in  the  namee  of 
James  Thompson  and  Thomas  Walker,  are  in  any  respect  held 
under  a  Conneoticut  title,  for  the  Submission  of  the  tract  war- 
ranted in  the  name  of  Benj.  Luce  and  purchased  of  Putnam 
Catlin,  E%^^,  contains  also  a  Submission  of  the  2  before-men- 
tioned tracts,  as  if  they  were  also  held  under  a  Connecticut 
title. 

2'*^.  They  beg  to  know  whether  the  tract  warranted  to  Benj. 
Luce  is  held  under  a  PennsV  title  in  whole  or  in  part. 

Z'*,  They  wish  for  a  J)rau«:ht  or  Survey,  exhibiting  in  what 
part  of  the  said  tract  the  200  as.  claimed  by  Tho'.  Hartley  lie. 

4'^  They  beg  to  know  who  is  the  present  representative  of 
ThoV  Hartley,  Esq^,  deceased,  in  resi)ect  of  the  above  property. 

T  am.  Sir,  Your  Ob.  H.  Servant, 

Thomas  Lloyd,  CVA-.,  df. 


Hie  Commissioners  to  Rev.  William  Smith, 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 
1)'.  W.  Smith: 

Sir;  The  Commissioners  appointed  to  carry  into  execution 
the  Act  of  Ap.  4,  1799,  offering  Compensation  to  Pennsylv' 
Claimants  of  lands  in  Luzerne  County,  beg  you  w**  have  the 
goodness  to  send  them  information  on  the  following  queries 
that  arise  on  perusal  of  your  release  to  the  State. 

1.  As  to  the  N°'.  ^),  «,  14  and  17,  on  Abrahams  Plains,  can  you 
furnish  OiTice  Copies  of  the  Surveys,  that  their  Situation  and 
value  can  be  accurately  ascertained,  and  that  the  Commis- 
sioners may  have  evidence  of  such  Survey? 

2"'*.  You  have  released  also  for  the  representatives  of  Lukens ; 
have  you  their  authority  for  so  doing?  If  not,  the  Comm'rs 
will  be  at  a  loss  to  proceed  on  an  undivided  tract  released  by  <me 
Share  owner  and  not  by  the  others. 

3*.  As  the  tracts  warranted  and  surveyed  in  the  names  of  W". 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith  and  Jos.  Hall,  Augustus  Ripple,  Wni. 
liush,  Samuel  l^averty  A:  (.'hristian  Strayley,  i  of  these  have 
been  re1ea*^ed  by  tht^  heirs  of  Patterson,  under  an  agreement 
for  locating  with  ,T(»hn  Cox.  Do«»s  your  i  depend  upon  the 
same  {igieement,  or  how  are  you  entitled?  The  heirs  of  Cox 
have  also  released  the  same  Land,  stating  the  agreement  with 
Patterson,  but  not  with  \ou. 

4.  You  have  not  >tated  in  vonr  release  any  chain  of  title  bv 
which  you  became  eiititle<l  to  the  tracts  Surveyed  in  the  names 
of  Richard  Smith,  .lolm  Parkinson  and  Simon  Armstrong. 

T).   Thev  wish  to  J»e  informed  of  the  Substance  of  the  Contract 
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nmier  which  you  claim  a  moiety  of  the  Warrants  in  the  name 
of  John  Cox  and  Jos.  Read. 

6.  They  wish  also  to  be  informe<l  of  the  Substance  of  the  Con- 
tract under  which  you  claim  a  moiety  of  the  Warrants  in  the 
names  of  John  Cox  and  Jos.  Read. 

In  furnishing  answers  to  the  above  queries,  as  soon  as  your 
convenience  will  allow,  You  will  oblige  the  Commissioners. 

an<l  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Serv'., 

Thomas  liLOYD,  Clerky  ct^*. 


T/ie  Commissioners  to  Mathias  Barton. 

■ 

AVilkesbarre,  July  14,  18()3. 
.Mathias  Barton,  Esq'.,  Lancaster: 

Sir :  The  Commissioners  api>ointed  under  the  Act  of  4  April, 
1799,  Offering  compensation  to  Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  Land 
in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  &^,  beg  me  to  request  that  on  the 
part  of  the  heirs  of  of  M'.  Cox,  deceased,  you  would  be  good 
enough   to  furnish   them  with  Office  Copies  of  the  Surveys  of 
the  tracts  released  by  M^  Cox's  heirs  in  the  names  of  William 
McCarroll,  Eliz.  Punner,  Samuel  Boucher  and  John  Vansant. 
TheotlierSurveys  are  furnished  by  the  heirsof  Patterson.  They 
yye^  also  to  know  the  Substance  of  the  agreement  made  by  the 
late  M^  Cox  with  William  Patterson,  deceased,  and  with  Doc- 
tor W.  Smith,  if  any  such  there  was,  respecting  the  tracts  re- 
leased by  M^  Cox's  representatives. 

And  also  respecting  2  tracts  in  the  names  of  John  Cox  and 
J^oseph  Read,  Whereof  1)^  Smith  Claims  a  Moiety.     I  am.  Sir, 

Your  H.  Servant, 

Thomas  TiLOYi>,  Clk.^  df. 


Tike  Commissioners  to  Charles  Hurst, 

Wilkesbarro.  July  14,  1801. 
Cha\  Hurst,  Esq': 

Sir :  The  Commrs. ,  &^ ,  direct  me  to  state  that  they  do  not 
find  any  Authority  for  the  Surveys  made  under  the  Rts.  of  Gas- 
kell,  L*.  Shelburn  and  A  rent  Sonmans.  They  are  indeed  sur- 
veyed by  Noah  Grant,  but  by  what  authority  he  surveyed 
them  does  not  appear  to  the  Comm'rs. 

T  am.  Sir,  Y'.  obed*.  Servant, 

Thomas  liLOYD, 
Clerk  to  the  Comm'rs 
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Hie  Commisaionera  to  Margaret  Fiillertort. 

Wilkesharre,  Jaly  14,  1801. 
M".  Margaret  FuUerton,  Plilla. 

Madam  :  Thfl  ('Omin're  appointed  to  settle  the  Dispute  re- 
spect' th«  title  to  LandH  in  Luzerne  County,  direot  me  to  re- 
quest that  you  would  transmit  them,  to  thia  place,  all  such  in- 
formation  as  you  possess  respecting  Landu  betoDginfc  to  you  tn 
that  County.  They  ivquirc  an  Offloe  Copy  of  the  Survey  of 
such  Lands,  under  the  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  Surveyor  Q-eneral 
of  the  Land  office  at  Lancaster,  without  which  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  And  the  LandH,  &  your  release  thereof  is  of  no  avail. 
I  am,  Madam,  Yourob.,  Hble  Servant, 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Comm'rs. 


The  Oomtniasioners  to  Anne  Kennedy. 

Wilkesbarre.  July  H,  1801 
M".  Anno  Kennedy: 

Madam  1  The  CoiiimVH  appointed.  &°. ,  direct  too  fo  reqiieet 
that  you  would  procur.'  from  the  L^  Office  of  PennsylvaniA, 
and  tranHmit  to  them,  a  certified  copy  of  Ihe  return  of  Kurvey 
of  a  t  ract  of  Lan<l,  warranted  in  the  name  of  W".  Bell,  and  re- 
leaned  by  you  to  the  State. 

Without  thin  they  cannot  accurately  dlHCOVer  or  value  the 
Lan<l  in  question,  or  iudeed  ascertain  whether  it  is  In  or  out  of 
lhi>  TownKhlp  of  I'utnaui. 

1  IVM1.  Madam, 

V,  obt.  Berv'., 

Thomas  Llotd, 
ny.  Iny  Comm'ra. 


Tli>!  Oimininsionera  l<i  Col.  Fram-isJohnalott. 

Wilkeslmrre,  July  U,  1801. 
i'rani'iM  Johnston,  K«q'. ,  I^iladclphia: 

Sir;  I  am  directed  by  the  romudsMioiicrsappt^  under  the  Act 
of  4  Ap.,  I""0,  ofTeriuB  Coin|K'nsatioii  to  IVfins*  Claimants  of 
land  in  Lui.  County,  tn  enquire  wliethcr  you  can  furnish  IhenL 

with  <locuments  rclatinn  to  any  siM-ciiic  tractx  owned  Ity  Law . 

rence  Keene,  Esq'.,  of  that  fount  y,  From  there  being  a  rpleas6=^^ 
Kenerallyof  M'.  Kecm-'s  Ijuid  tliiTi-in.it  Is  tn  Iw  presumed  ther^czgz 
are  tracts  to  \m  found  that  w'.  bcliitijf  to  his  representatively. 
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bat  unless  the  Coiniu'rs  possess  the  Office  Copy  of  the  Survey 
of  such  Land,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  find  them,  op  to  act 
on  the  release.     T  am,  Sir,  Vonr  Ob.  Servt., 

Thomas  Lloyd,  C7A-.,  rf^ 


The  CotHinissioii  to  the  JSecretari/. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  13,  1801. 

Sir:  We  have  duly  received  tlie  letters  from  you  by  post  of 
July  14,  1801,  partly  directed  to  the  Comm*rs  generally  and 
partly  to  M^  Cooper.  We  had  not  time  to  answer  them  im- 
mediately, but  we  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  our  c6n- 
venience  would  allow  for  that  pur])ose. 

We  are  much  oblif^ed  by  the  communication  and  are  fully 
sensible  of  the  Assiduity,  industry  and  talent  you  employ  in 
promoting  the  termination  of  the  present  unhappy  dispute. 
Asanoi)enand  unreserved  Communication  of  Sentiment  be- 
tween  us  will   promote  the  object  we  mutually  have  in  view. 
Wo  have  taken  t  he  lil>erty  of  making  such  observations  as  occur 
to  us  on   the  points  suggested  in  your  Letter,  and  of  stating 
vrithout  Scruple  some  slight  difference  of  opinion  that  a[>pear 
to  exist  between  us ;  not  doubting  but  you  will  make  allowance 
for  the  different  views  which  you  and  we  may  lake  of  the  same 
f^eneral  Question,  especially  when   it  arises  on  our  i>art,  in  all 
probability,  from  more  minute  and  continual  converse  with 
Ihe  Subject  than  your  present  local  situation,  and  the  luany 
^nd  important  avocations  in  wliich  you  are  engaged  will  allow 
you  to  employ. 

With  respect  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Property,  relative 
to  the  Connecticut  Submissions,  which  We  are  very  glad  to 
find,  by  the  last  post,  a  parcel  of  Submissions,  which  we  ap- 
prehend are  those  alluded  to  in  in  the  temporary  order  of  tlio 
Board.  It  would,  in  our  opinion,  have  occasioned  much  un- 
easiness, and  much  unnece.ssary  trouble  and  expence  to  the 
Connt.  Claimant,  luwl  the  Board  insisted  on  their  attendance 
at  Lancaster,  to  abide  the  Event  of  a  question,  which  Could 
have  l>een  as  well  decided  without  their  presence.  Indeed  we 
are  satisfied  they  would  rather  liave  renounced  the  Benefit  than 
have  incurred  tlie  Journey. 

The  Copies  of  your  Pamphlet  Have  been  duly  receivert  and 
many  of  them  distributed  where  we  thought  they  would  be  use- 
ful ;  but  as  the  Letter  tho'  ad<lressed  to  us  related  to  the  Class 
of  people  with  whom  f/olonel  Home  has  to  deal  rather  than 
to  the  Claimants  within   the  Seventeen  Townships  to  whom 
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it  is  indifferent  whether  the  Connecticut  title  be  good  or  bad 
in  its  origin.  We  thouglit  ournelved  juntifled  in  not  pressing 
upon  M'.  Wright  the  publication  until  Colonel  Horne*s arrival 
here.  But  after  wailing  ho  long  for  his  coming  we  gave  the 
Pamphlet  to  M^  Wright  to  be  inserted  in  his  paper,  Who  be- 
gan to  set  it  with  readiness  and  without  hesitation;  but  on 
Friday  morning  < Jolonel  Home  arrived  and  at  his  request  the 
publication  was  sto])ped  ho  not  being  of  opinion  it  would  do 
Service  at  this  time. 

As  to  M'.  Wright  we  think  you  have  judged  rather  hardly  of 
his  Disposition  in  respect  of  the  present  dispute,  for  tho*  he 
objected  t«>  the  prudence  of  the  publication,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spected the  Claimaiits  in  the  17  Townships,  and  conceived  that 
it  would  not  only  hurt  his  own  interest  among  his  Suscriben 
to  his  papt*r,  but  exasperate  more  than  conciliate  among  the 
Connecticut  Settlers  generally.  Yet  so  far  from  refusing,  he 
readily  consented  to  insert  it  in  Series  in  his  future  paper, 
until  (^ol.  Home's  intimation  to  suppress  it. 

You  wish  TO  know  the  eflfect  of  your  Statem^  on  the  minds  of 
the  People.  We  have  not  yet  heard  the  opinions  of  many  i^er- 
sons  respecting  it ;  but  those  with  whom  we  have  conversed  on 
the  Subject  urge  some  mistakes  «that  do  not  appear  to  us  to 
be  of  much  Consequence)  without  answering  the  many  weighty 
Arguments  it  contains. 

Is  is  well  for  you  to  know  the  princij^al  |K)mts  dwelt  ui>on 
in  favor  of  the  Connecticut  claim  are  in  Substance: 

1"'.  That  the  Decree  of  Trenton  tlid  not  embrace  the  private 
right  of  Soil,  as  appears  by  the  deliberate  averment  made  by 
Cyrus  CirilTln,  Esq^ ,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Trenton, 
whose  declaration  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Commissioners  in 
his  Letter  to  ^P.  Bidwell  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  oceuimnt 
und«*r  the  Connecticut  right  at  the  time  of  that  Decision.  I 
understand  there  Is  also  a  d(»claration  of  M'.  Brearly,  and  a 
Letter  of  the  Coinniissioners  at  Trenton  to  the  Governor  of 
l*ennsylvania,  31'^  J)eceinber,  1782,  to  the  same  purpose,  so 
that  the  (juestion  as  to  the  private  right  of  Soil  remained  open. 
They  urge  the  precedents  of  Massachusetts,  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania, in  certain  cases  of  disputes  respecting  territorial 
rights,  wherein  the  occupants  were  confirmed  in  their  posses- 
sions under  whichever  title  they  claimed. 

Wlien  it  is  stated  in  rei)ly  that  the  right  of  Jurisdiction  is 
founded  on  the  right  to  the  Soil,  where  the  State  is  a  Claimant, 
and  that  th«^  <lecree  of  Trenton  did  in  fact  decide  the  right  of 
Soil  to  V)e  in  those  who  claimed  un<ler  Penn\,  when  the  pre- 
emption riglit  was  a(Ijntlge<l  in  favor  of  this  State,  And  when 
it  is  furtlitM*  stated  tliat    it  was   linallv  and  irrevocably  aban- 
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doned  on  the  side  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants  by  suffering  the 
non  pros  in  Dor  ranee  r.  Vauhorne  in  the  Supreme  Court,  when 
that  cause  was  intended  to  try  the  private  right  of  Soil  they 
argue. 

2°'*.  That  they  were  always  ready  and  willing  to  have  the 
case  tried  upon  the  merits,  but  were  baffled  by  the  illiberal 
practice  of  the  Attornies  for  the  Pennsylv*  claim.     For  as  the 
Service  of  notice  upon  Vanhorne,  who  had  gone  far  away  into 
the  Western  Country,  was   a  mere  matter  of  Form,  that  did 
not  touch  the  question  itself,  that  Service  ought  to  have  been 
admitted  by  consent,  and  then  the  merits  would  have  been 
tried.     But  even  after  a  Messenger  had   been  sent  into  Alle- 
gheny, for  the  sole  purpose  of  serving  notice  on  Vanhorne,  and 
when  Vanhorne  was  actually  served  with  notice,  the  Attornies 
on  the  side  of  Pennsylvania  again  shunned  the  question  upon 
its  merits,  and  took  advantage  of  the  legal  quibble  that  the  re- 
turn of  Service  was  not  signed  by  the  Sheriff.     That  being  thus 
liarrassed   from   term  to  term  by  legal  Maneuvre,  they  grew 
'w^eary  of   the  trouble- and  expence  and  the  Cause  died  away. 
Xience  if  the  merits  were  not  tried  it  was  not  their  fault,  who 
^^xere  always  ready  upon  that  ground,  but  the  fault  of   their 
Adversaries  who  always  shunned  the  main  question,  and  shel- 
'tered  themselves  under  objections  merely  technical.     Nor  c**. 
The  non  pros,  under  these  circumstances,  be  considered  as  de- 
'termifiing  any  other  ease  than  that  in  Which  it  was  suffered. 

That  their  perfect  conviction  of  the  goodness  of  their  cause, 
And  the  fairness  of  their  intentions  could  not  be  more  satisfac- 
torily evinced  than  by  their  solicitude  to  have  the  question 
tried.  Alt  ho'  perfect  impartiality  C**.  hardly  be  expected  on 
a  trial  in  the  State  of  Penns*. ,  by  a  Jury  of  J^ennsylv'. ,  on  a 
point  wherein  the  ^tate  of  Penns*  was  so  deeply  interested. 

Such  are  the  Articles  we  understand  they  yet  dwell  on,  which 
no  man  is  more  competent  to  answer  than  yourself.  We  shall 
with  great  pleasure  forward  some  Copies  of  your  Statement  to 
Cap*.  Williamson,  whose  Sentiments  we  believe  accord  with 
yours.  You  wish  to  be  informed  what  we  conceive  to  be  the 
real  dispjositions  us  well  as  the  professions  of  the  people  of  the 
17  townships  and  those  out. 

We  have  been  too  closely  confined  to  Business  since  our  arrival 
to  be  competent  to  this  important  enquiry.  Such  experience 
as  we  have  is  almost  confined  to  the  township  of  Wilkesbarre, 
but  hitherto  we  have  had  no  reason  to  suspect  but  the  influ- 
ential people  of  that  township  and  its  vicinity  mean  to  deceive 
us.  They  profess,  and  we  incline  to  think  they  will  practice,  fair 
and  candid  dealing. .  We  are  fully  persuaded  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  submitting  Claimants  to  act  fairly  and  candidly, 
29— Vol.  XVIII. 
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if  they  are  so  treated,  and  of  this  they  seem  sensible.  Many 
of  them  have  been  long  and  almost  habitually  attached  to  the 
Connecticut  side  of  the  general  question,  but  a  fair  and  liberal 
construction  of  the  Act  of  1799,  in  favor  of  the  Claimants  within 
the  Seventeen  Townships,  a  construction  that  will  embrace  the 
Spirit  rather  than  be  rigidly  contlned  to  the  Letter,  will,  in 
our  oi)inion,  best  fulfil  the  design  of  the  Legislature  and  pro- 
mote the  beneficial  operation  of  the  Act;  such  a  Construction, 
steadily  acted  upon,  will  give  the  people  confidence  in  the  Leg- 
islature and  its  agents,  and  will  materially  tend  to  divide  the 
Connecticut  party,  and  attach  the  most  opulent  and  respecta- 
ble Settlers  by  the  strong  tie  of  their  Interest  to  the  Penns* 
Claim  ;  on  the  other  hand,  any  appearance  of  harassing  them 
unnecessarily,  or  of  Wiliness  or  Duplicity  in  the  Conduct  of 
the  Agents  of  Pennsylv*  towards  them,  will  as  infallibly  in- 
duce them  to  reject  with  disgust  the  terms  of  a  Law  of  whose 
design  they  have  become  reasonably  suspicious.  Such  Con- 
duct will  render  them  the  secret,  if  not  the  open  Friends,  of 
those  who  are  the  only  obstacle  to  the  internal  tranquility  of 
Penns".,  viz,  the  unprincipled  Speculators  in  half  .share  rights; 
and  the  poor,  industrious,  but  obstinate  and  deluded  people, 
who  Confide  in  these  men.  We  mean  so  to  act  as  to  conciliate 
the  people  with  whom  we  have  to  deal,  and  divide,  if  we  can, 
the  force  of  the  Common  Enemy.  Out  of  the  townships  we 
have  not  information  enough  to  give  you  an  opinion,  but  Col. 
Home  will  be  enabled,  we  presume,  to  write  fully ;  therefore, 
we  shall  not  forestall  by  retailing  at  second  hand  any  of  the 
important  information  which  he  has  to  give.  We  shall  confine 
ourselves,  tlierefore,  to  such  information  and  such  reports  as 
have  readied  ourselves,  in  various  accidental  Conversations, 
premising  that  whatever  our  opinion  may  be,  or  however  un- 
reservedly we  may  express  them  to  you,  our  opportunities  of 
Intelligence  have  not  been  so  accurate  as  to  justify  us  in  expect- 
ing implicit  Acquiescence.  Your  good  Sense  will  fuU^  enable 
you  to  judge  for  yourself. 

We  have  reason  to  believe, from  the  opinions  k>  Conversations 
of  some  of  the  best  informed,  and  most  decided  opp^  of  the 
half  Share  men,  that  the  Form  of  renunciation  transmitted 
for  Signature  by  the  Comm**  of  Land  holders  at  Philad*, 
whereby  the  Settler  is  required  to  sign  an  unconditional 
Abandonment  of  all  title  to  his  ])ast  Labors,  and  all  his  means 
of  future  support ;  to  give  up  his  whole  dependence,  and  live 
and  labor  upon  the  mercy  of  the  Penns"  owner,  while  the  latter 
has  taken  care  to  commit  himself  to  nothing,  has  occasione<i 
great  and  universal  irritation,  even  among  those  who  have 
thought   it   prudent  to   sign   the  paper.     We  do  not  presume 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  451 

to  decide  upon  this  instrument  ourselves,  for  it  is  out  of  our 
immediate  province,  and  we  remark  upon  it  only  in  compli- 
ance with  the  request  intimated  in  your  Letter.  Nor  should 
we  presume  to  differ ;  but  with  much  caution  from  the  eminent 
abilities,  by  which,  as  we  understand,  it  has  been  dictated  and 
sanctioned,  yet  if  you  request  our  observations  &  opinions,  we 
must  send  you  such  as  we  really  entertain.  If  we  might  ven- 
ture to  suggest  a  Sentiment  in  opposition  to  such  authority,  it 
would  be  that  the  Comm*^  of  Landholders,  in  their  letter  and 
form  of  renunciation  should  have  been  more  explicit;  they 
should  have  Committed  themselves  to  Something  in  favor  of 
the  Settlers.  They  have  been  too  prudent ;  Cautious  over- 
much. This  is  felt,  and  has  its  operation ;  perhaps  they  would 
do  well  to  send  out  agents  to  treat  with  the  people  on  the  Spot 
upon  liberal  terms ;  the  former  then  would  be  able  to  judge  by 
actual  inspection  of  the  nature  of  the  Lands  and  the  State  of 
the  Country,  what  price  might  reasonably  be  expected,  and 
the  latter  would  know  upon  what  terms  they  might  venture 
labor  on  their  Lands  in  future.  It  appears  probable  to  us  that 
the  owners  of  Luzerne  lands,  resident  in  Philadelphia,  value 
them  far,  very  far,  too  high ;  Considering  how  execrable  a 
very  large  proportion  of  them  are,  how  difficult  they  are  to 
clear,  &  how  much  of  their  value  the  first  Settlers  in  such  a 
Country  give  to  them.  If  the  Settlers  could  put  confidence  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Holders,  they  would  soon  abandon  Franklin 
and  C» 

Respecting  your  doubts  about  the  readiness  of  the  township 
Claimants  to  take  the  oath  of  single  title,  and  your  remarks 
on  the  confirming  Law,  we  have  to  observe,  that  we  do  not 
find  that  the  Connecticut  Claimants  hitherto  object  to  the  oath 
of  single  title,  with  a  reservation  of  any  Benefit  the  Conftri^iing 
Law  may  afford  them,  should  the  present  act  in  any  respect  fall 
thro'  or  be  left  unexecuted.  We  see  no  reason  for  insisting  tliat 
they  should  renounce  their  right  under  the  confirming  law,  if 
they  should  conceive  they  have  any  such  right.  We  have 
added  a  clause  to  our  oath  of  single  title  in  conformity  to  this 
view  of  the  Subject,  and  we  send  it  herewith.  But  we  do  not 
apprehend  that  many  claimants  out  of  Wilkesbarre  will  be 
verv  anxious  about  it. 

With  respect  to  Judge  Patterson's  charge,  to  which  you  refer, 
on  the  Subject  of  tlie  confirming  law,  M'.  Cooper,  speaking 
for  himself,  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  some  foundati<m  for  a 
claim  under  that  law,  wherever  there  has  been  an  actual  Sub- 
mission to  the  rominission«'rs  under  it ;  and  the  persons  who 
can  prove  their  actual  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  that  act, 
may  have  a  question  raised  in  their  favor.     Whether  the  neglect 
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of  the  then  nonnnist^IoniTti  to  return  the  SiibmbwionB  duly 
made,  nnd  in  full  time,  Uiii^ht  to  deprive  thi*  |>er8onB Submitt* 
Ingof  the  iLilvantOKeH  helil  out  to  thetii,  and  that  it  ia  dublo\i8 
whether  the  HiilMeqiieiit  repeal  of  that  law  will  exonerate  the 
ienlHlatiiro  from  the  (K-rformnnce  <>(  itf>  roiitrai't  with  those 
who  twrformeil  tlieir  part.  However,  u«  Coinm'rs  under  the 
Ant  of  1700  We  hnve  no  rigbl,  as  we  (7iiiiceivti,  to  decide  upon 
the  law  of  March,  ITST,  or  prejiitlge  a  legnl  question  of  much 
dilTlcMlty  and  iiiii>ortance,  or  deprive  tlie  Olaimanta,  wliotiub- 
ni  itted  iiiider  that  law.  of  any  chance  tliey  may  apprehend  they 
now  ])osHeHH,  Their  Claim  under  the  Act  of  1T87  is  a  olenr  iin- 
plyjnt;,  mill  ncqnleHRenc.e  in.  ami  coiitormliiK  to.  thelawsof  thifi 
Htate,  luid  we,  therefore,  incline  rathcT  to  Countenanee  than 
dtHconraire  it. 

YoLi  are  of  opinion  that  where  one  Claimant  bolilH  Imth  title« 
lie  ou|;ht  not  to  be  T>ermitted  to  throw  away  the  one  an<i  claim 
under  the  otlier. 

'UBUHppct,  many  who  bolillmth  titlen,  but 
e  Riich  ypt,  N<)r  do  wo  nee  why  they  should 
not  lie  jH-rmittod  to  relliiqiiiHh  a  bad  title  to  obtain  under 
the  State  a  gootl  one.  It  tx  tile  cpirlt  ami  iHilicy  of  the  act  to 
embrace  an  many  Submisjiions  and  reieaBcs  an  iH>8sible;  the 
more  extentivo  itii  inlluence  tlie  more  beneficial  its  o;ieration. 
If  hurIi  HdlderH  comply  HiibNtantially  with  the  provlmlonB  of 
the  Act,  and  witiitry  urt  that  tlieir  claim  i*  fair  and  opon,  and 
that  they  meitn  to  rent  entirely  on  the  present  law,  without 
ooncealine  any  of  the  ciroumHtanc^Kattentllnt;  their  titht,  we 
Hhull  not  )>e  inclineil  to  raise  wruples  nf  mt^re  form,  or  Hul>Bti- 
tute  ncispicion  of  nnriLirnesH  for  proof  of  it,  <)r  throw  any  un- 
necessary obstacle  in  their  way.  We  re^ieat  our  decided  and 
well  cimxidemi  opinion,  that  it  Ik  tlie  interest  of  (he  State  to 
disconnect  the  teibmi  t  ting  Ciiiimt's  within  the  Townships  from 
the  great  body  of  Connecticut  Holders.  Tliis  wlH  be  rendered 
imiHiKfible,  and  every  endeavour  of  tlio  T^egislature  frufltrated 
liy  insiHli»B  on  trivial  Obstacles,  by  compelliiii;  then)  to  incur 
needless  troulile  and  expenci-,  nnd  by  any  conduct  that  favonm 
of  Stratagem  or  duplicity. 

Wc  are  persuaded  that  in  rhe  generality  of  these  KentiinentH 
you  ci'iincide  with  lis,  hut  we  ajipreliend  thai  from  the  pru- 
dence and  caution  iif  your  li-iiip'r.  arisiuir  from  much  linowl- 
edge  and  olwervation  of  the  world,  and  assiduous  attention  to 
tliisunliappy  conlest  in  piirli.iilur,  has  giroliiilily  rendered  voii 
more  suspicious  of  the  class  we  luive  to  deiil  with  than  tiiev 
may  be  f..und  lo  .l-serve.  At  least  wi-  hope  so.  At  all  events 
we  feel  it  tmr  indispeiisible  duty  to  our  characters,  and  the 
Rtate.  to  set  them  an  exiimjiii-  <if  iiatiencealid  candid  conduct, 
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an<l  we  sincerely  believe  that  a  liberal  ConHtruction  of  the  act 
of  1799  will  conciliate,  while  a  nicety,  too  scrupulous,  will  revolt 
them.  Nevertheless  we  feel  ourselves  much  obliged  by  all  your 
friendly  suggestions  of  Caution,  and  are  sensible  that  your 
opinion  of  the  Character  of  many  among  the  Conn^  Claimants 
is  too  well  founded.  Whenever  we  differ  from  you  in  opinion, 
owing  to  the  difTerent  Situations  in  which  we  are  placed,  it  is 
always  with  due  consideration  for  the  Sentiments  you  have 
adopted  after  long  and  laborious  research  on  this  particular 
subject,  very  much  to  the  credit  of  your  talents  and  industry, 
an<1  your  character  iiH*an  officer. 

We  regret  with  you  that  the  Indictment  against  Jenkins 
last  year  failed  of  the  intended  effect.  We  have  not  yet  been 
in  his  immediate  neighbourhood.  If  any  similar  circumstance 
should  occur  to  us  we  shall  act  with  much  consideration  and 
circum8|)ection  ;  for  when  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  State  are 
unsuccessful  our  opponents  gain  a  victory.  Indeed  in  the  case 
of  Jenkins  it  appears  that  the  evi<lence  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cution did  not  prove  before  the  Grand  .Jury  as  much  as  they 
swore  to  before  the  magistrate  (at  least  so  M^  Coojier  has  been 
informed),  and  that  failure,  in  this  instance,  is  not  fairly  im- 
putable to  either  the  Court  or  Grand  Jury.  Jenkins  was  once 
bound  over  by  Judge  Rush  himself  and  committed  on  refus- 
ing to  procMire  Bail. 

While  we  are  on  this  Subject  M^  Cooi>er  wishes  to  suggest, 
that  if  rumour  mav  be  relied  on,  it  is  far  from  certain  that  the 
intrusion  law  will  be  considere<l  by  the  Court  of  Commcm  pleas 
here  as  Con.'<tituti<mal,  even  though  Judge  Rush  should  pre- 
side. U[x>n  the  ground  of  the  ccmstitutionality  of  that  law, 
the  Intruders  are  ready  to  come  forwanl  and  plea<1  to  Indict- 
ments, and  they  mean  to  carry  this  question  thro'  all  its  stages. 
M'.  C.  thinks  he  recollects  that  in  some  i>arts  of  the  U.  States 
laws,  provision  is  made  for  an  apiieal  to  the  federal  Courts, 
wherever  a  State  law  is  contrarv  to  the  federal  const  it  u- 
tion.  If  so,  this  j)oint  will  be  carried  up  to  the  V.  States 
Courts,  for  the  puriKJses  of  delay,  if  no  other.  Whether  the 
law  be  constitutional,  which,  iu  M'.  C^)OI)er  s  opinion,  may 
admit  of  Argument,  Yet  the  policy  of  preventing  any  further 
accession  of  force  to  the  intruders,  until  the  right  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  completely  acknowledge<l,  or  finally  decided,  is  too  ob- 
vious to  admit  of  doubt.  If  during  "the  law's  delay"  they  fill 
the  Country  with  half  Speculators,  it  may  cost  much  more 
trouble  to  drive  them  off  than  nee<l  be  incurred  at  present  ; 
alt  ho'  when  the  dispute  shall  onc^>  be  settled,  such  men  will 
be  excellent  Citizens  and  invaluable  cultivators  of  land,  which 
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a  I*ennsylvanian  or  European  would  shudder  to  sit  down  upbn, 
and  would  purchase  at  no  rate. 

AP.  Cooper  has  ventured  to  advise  Colonel  Home  to  be  very 
particular  in  procuring  (j^ersonally  wherever  he  can)  full  and 
circumstantial  evidence  against  any  offender,  as  instliDtly  as 
the  case  will  admit,  and  without  waiting  for  instructions  from 
the  Atty.  (jeneral  to  go  without  delay  to  the  nearest  inagiH- 
trate  and  procure  the  intruder  to  be  bound  over  to  the  Court 
of  Session,  for  in  some  cases  the  delay  occasioned  by  writing 
to  the  Attorney  (reneral  in  the  1"  Instance  and  waiting  the 
arrival  of  his  answer  may  be  product ive©f  bad  consequences. 

In  case  the  ground  is  not  perfectly  clear  as  to  the  decision  on 
the  Constitutionality  of  the  Intrusion  law  in  the  Court  at 
Luzerne  (which  M^  Cooper  will  endeavour  to  ascertain  next 
month),  he  wishes  it  to  be  enquired  whether  a  Delinquent 
could  not  be  proceeded  against  ex-offlcio,in  the  Supreme  Court, 
or  whether  the  Atty.  (leneral  could  not  direct  the  Indictment 
to  be  removed  into  the  Supreme  Court  immediately  on  its  be- 
ing found  at  the  Sessions.  If  any  Magistrate  should  be  found 
otTending,  perhaps  the  better  way  would  be  by  information 
instead  of  Indictment.  Probably  Col.  Home  will  report  facts 
some  time  or  other,  which  will  require  these  suggestions  to 
haee  been  i>reviously  considere<l  and  settled.  "We'observe  that 
you  recommend  to  the  Commissioners  to  open  a  small  Book  for 
applications  of  Settlers  out  of  the  Townships,  and  for  pitchis; 
Altho'  out  of  the  line  of  our  duty,  we  shall  have  no  objection 
to  make  such  entries,  if  any  person  applies. 

You  are  of  opinion  that  no  Surveys  out  of  the  Townships 
ought  to  be  noticed  by  us,  that  were  made  since  tlie  Year 
1782.  We  presume  you  mean  actiuil  Surveys.  These  Surveys 
may  be  of  2  kinds,  vi'/,  either  such  as  were  made  in  Conformity 
to  original  minutes  of  direction,  recorded  in  the  township  books 
prior  to  that  time,  or  resurveys  according  to  and  pursuing  the 
course  of  old  Surveys,  where  the  marks  and  lines  of  these,  or 
the  maps  or  plans  thereof,  have  been  lost  or  defaced;  or  2*^^, 
Surveys  of  townships,  under  the  Connecticut  Claim,  where  none 
had  ever  been  made,  or  •.\uy  directions  given  for  making  one 
prior  to  th<»  Year  1782. 

For  Instance,  the  town  of  Wilkesbarre  was  originally  Sur- 
veyed in  1770,  by  Jos.  Jac.  Wallis  and  Samuel  Wallis ;  a  part, 
a  very  small  part,  of  the  draught  of  this  Survey  we  have  ob- 
tained. M'.  Cooper  has  ])ersonally  ai)plied  to  Daniel  Smith, 
Esq^,of  Sunbni-y,  tlu*  Kxt^rntor  and  Son-in-Law  of  J.  J.  Wallis, 
to  prof  un^  any  Copy  or  field  uotes  of  the  original  Survey,  but 
without  efTec'i.  The  only  Doruinent  we  have,  therefore,  to 
ascertain   the  boiintiaries  and  Lots  of  Wilkesbnrre  is  an  origi- 
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nal  Survey  of  M'.  Montgomery,  who  was  the  sworn  surveyor 
under  the  Commissioner,  1787,  and  which  was  made  under 
their  direction.  We  cannot  presume  you  mean  that  Wilkes- 
barre  ought  not  to  be  consiciered  a  township  because  we  have 
no  better  evidence  of  the  lines  than  Montgomery's    Survey. 

Again  ;  Very  early,  at  the  very  first  entrance  ahnost  the  origi- 
nal Settlers  into  Hanover  township,  motion  was  made  at  a 
town  meeting  to  have  township  lines,  lots,  highways,  &^,  run 
out.  One  White  was  the  Surveyor ;  the  courses  and  distances 
were  entered  in  minutes,  But  we  can  find  no  trace  of  White's 
Survey.  Under  the  direction  of  the  CommVs  1787,  a  M'. 
Hurlburt  made  Survey,  now  in  our  possession.  Shall  we  strike 
out  Hanover  from  the  List  of  townships  or  adopt  the  besst  evi- 
dence of  the  lines  We  can  now  find'*' 

With  respect  to  Surveys  of  townships.  Wherever  no  Survey 
had  ever  been  made  at  all  previous  to  1782,  We  cannot  pre- 
cisely determine  what  Conduct  we  shall  pursue,  for  hitherto 
such  a  case  has  not  come  before  us.  But  since  the  legislature 
has  taken  for  granted  the  existence  of  the  17  townships,  as 
tracts  of  Land  liotoriously  known  by  that  designation,  and 
has  assigned  them  to  us  as  objects  of  our  enquiry,  and  as  we  are 
fully  persuaded  that  the  true  policy  of  the  law  in  question,  as 
well  as  its  particular  intent  and  meaning,  requires  that  the 
benefit  operation  of  it  should  rather  be  extended  than  con- 
tracted, we  shall  certainly  hesitate  before  we  reject  a  township 
from  our  Jurisdiction,  which  has  been  commonly  called  and 
known  as  one  of  the  *' Seventeen  Townships,"  previous  to  the 
Act  of  1790.  It  is  not  for  us  to  be  less  liberal  than  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  by  our  own  practice  to  contract  or  contravene  its  ex- 
pressions or  its  policy,  by  determining  that  there  are  not  17 
townships,  when  the  very  law  which  gives  us  authority  de- 
clares that  there  are. 

You  are  also  of  opinion,  that,  for  the  puri>08e  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  17  townships  are  all  within  the  Bounds  of  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Susquehannah  Company,  We  ought  to  demand  in- 
8i>ection  of  the  Indian  Deed.  We  believe  that  M^  Franklin  has 
lately  (within  these  2  months)  procured  from  a  M'.  Pepoom, 
of  Albany,  the  original  Deed  ;  but  we  are  persuaded  he  would 
not  entrust  us  with  it,  nor  do  we  know  upon  what  fair  plea 
to  insist  upon  it.  The  first  70  miles  from  N.  to  S.  by  10  miles 
East  of  the  Susquehannah,  and  2  degrees  of  longitude  to  the 
West,  would  probably  cover  their  claim,  or  at  least  so  nearly 
as  not  to  make  it  worth  while  to  raise  a  question  about  the 
Difference.  Secondly,  the  Objects  of  the  law  would  still  be  the 
same ;  for  whether  the  people  claimed  under  the  Susquehannah 
company  or  not,  they  would  still  Ve  Connecticut  Claimants. 
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It  is  in  this  latter  view  that  they  become  the  objcHsts  of  our 
Jurisdiction.  Thirdly,  the  Legislature  has  recognized  the  17 
townships  and  we  have  no  right  to  reject  them,  whether  they 
are  contained  in  the  Indian  Deed  or  not. 

You  object  to  the  Votes  and  regulations  of  the  Susquehannah 
Company,  which  you  have  heard  of  as  having  been  Commu- 
nicated to  the  late  Comm'rs.  1",  that  they  are  imperfect, 
Secondly,  that  they  are  not  original.  At  our  request  M'. 
Franklin  has  been  sent  to  for  the  original  minutes  in  his  pos- 
session ,  he  has  sent  th«in.  They  contain  the  Votes  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  Comimny  (including  those  which  were  communi- 
cated to  the  late  Comm'rs),  from  the  (/ommencement  of  the 
Company  in  1753  to  Dec^  26,  1786,  attested  chiefly  by  Samuel 
Gray,  their  original  and  long  continued  Clerk,  &  ending  with 
the  attestation  of  Joel  Barlow,  as  clerk  to  the  last  meeting. 
We  have  no  doubt  of  their  accuracy,  they  bear  intrinsic  evi- 
dence of  it.  The  copy  we  now  have  we  understand  to  have 
been  already  produced  and  a<imitted  in  the  federal  court ;  and 
the  attestations  of  Samuel  Gray,  Clerk  of  the  Company,  proved 
on  oath  of  Oliver  Wolcott,  Esq^  Of  this  Book  we  have  made 
a  Copy  verbatim.  The  people  have  made  no  objection.  In 
fact,  they  seem  desirous  to  furnish  us  with  information.  And 
we  believe  tliey  do  so  in  every  instance  in  their  power.  We 
have  also  copied  all  the  minute  of  the  Committees  of  the  Com- 
pany at  Wilkesbarre,  interspersed  thro'  1,500  pages  of  the  West- 
moreland records.  You  know  of  course  that  all  this  Countv 
Wits  called  Westmoreland,  and  was  annexed  as  a  district  to  tlie 
County  of  Litchfield  in  Connecticut,  until  the  .Furisiliction  was 
changed  by  the  Decree  of  Trenton. 

With  respect  to  the  lands  comprized  in  what  are  called  the  17 
townships,  nntl  lying  within  the  New  purchase,  we  shall  more 
fully  consider  the  objection  you  state  when  it  comes  before  us. 
At  present  we  think  in  Conformity  to  our  general  principles 
of  construing  the  act,  which  leads  us  rather  to  extend  than 
narrow  its  o])eration.  that  the  expressions  of  the  law  have  con- 
firmed the  Claim  of  those  who  have  submitted,  and  taken 
awav  vonr  objection. 

You  wisli  to  know  by  Draught  th(»  Tiands  within  the  17  town- 
sliips,  covered  l>y  Pennsylvania  riglits.  later  than  the  decree  of 
Trenton,  or  l)y  unleased  rights  of  any  a^e.  You  evidently  en- 
tertain no  achniuate  idea  of  tlie  t»\ient  of  Labor  necessary  to 
answer  this  (lut^stion  in  tliewayyou  mention.  We  shall  be 
very  fc^lad  to  have  su<'h  a  Draught  made  out  for  ourselves, 
and  in  that  case  we  <lia]l  with  the  utmost  willingness  furnish 
you  with  a  Duplicate,  for  we  are  w»'|]  aware  it  will  serve  im- 
portant   puri)oses,  both    to  your  eiKpiiries  and  of  ;s.     Hut  we 
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are  certain  1  or  2  months  assiduous  application  would  not 
suffice  to  perform  this.  At  present  M'.  Sam  bourne,  who  pos- 
sesses unusual  readiness  as  a  Draughtsman,  from  5  in  the 
morning  until  0  in  the  Evening,  when  he  is  not  actually  em- 
ployed in  surveying  the  nicer  parts  of  the  work,  and  he  has 
enough  to  do  to  arrange  in  time  what  we  find  necessary  to  en- 
quire of  him.  We  are  surprized  at  your  intimation  that  the 
business  shouhl  be  as  far  as  possible  concluded  this  year,  for 
vou  cannot  be  fullv  aware  of  the  detail  of  difficulties.  But 
without  any  reason  for  imputing  neglect  to  the  late  Comm'rs, 
but  otherwise.  We  are  hardly  prepared  to  say  with  truth 
that  when  we  came  here  the  Business  was  begun.  To  the 
merit  of  Industry  We  shall  certainly  lay  claim  ;  but  we  have 
no  hopes  of  Concluding  this  Season,  nor  unless  the  Legislature 
a^^ist,  the  next  or  succeeding  year.  The  people  here  allow  us  one 
full  season  for  Wilkesbarre  alone.  But  we  hope  to  produce 
Evidence  that  they  are  more  wide  in  their  Conjecture  than  you 
are. 

We  cannot  procure  a  copy  of  the  general  tax  list,  without 
having  one  made  out,  expressly  with  the  permission  of  the 
Comm'rs  of  the  County,  but  we  understand  it  is  the  practice 
to  tax  the  claimants  of  uncultivated  land  where  ever  they  can 
be  found,  under  both  titles.  This  will  surely  amount  toalegal 
difficulty  against  the  purchasers  at  the  Commissioners'  sales. 

With  respect  to  the  Lands  of  Charles  Hurst,  Gaskell  and 
Lord  Shelburne,  great  part  is  out  of  the  township  entirely, 
and  unless  for  a  part  of  Hurst's,  there  is  no  Survey  Whatever 
of  these  Lands  upon  any  regular  Warrant  or  order  of  Survey. 
Whoever  made  it  had  no  authority  to  make  it,  so  far  as  the 
Documents  demonstrate  to  us.  If  there  be  any  information  in 
your  power  to  transmit,  which  will  clear  up  the  difficulty,  we 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  it. 

Be  good  enough  also  to  send  without  delay  the  release  of 
Turnbull  and  C".  for  Charles  Baker,  Whitehead  Jones,  Sam'. 
Clampher,  Benj.  Davis,  James  Wharton  and  10  others.  We 
were  surprized  at  finding  these  Surveys  among  the  collections 
furnished  by  M^  Cochran,  without  knowing  to  what  releases 
to  refer  (except  the  Representatives  of  Robert  L  Hooper,  by 
whom  many  of  them  are  claimed  and  released),  had  we  not 
found  a  letter  of  the  Surveyor  General,  transmitted  after  the 
late  Comm'rs  had  quitted  Luzerne,  stating  these  to  have  been 
released  bv  Turnbull  and  others. 

We  shall  Gladly  attend  to  the  Lands  released  by  M'.  Chas. 
Stewart  and  his  Heirs,  but  we  want  for  that  purpose  office 
copies  of  the  followinpj  returns  of  Survey,  for  We  have  no  evi- 
dence of  a  tract  having  been  surveyed  and    returned,  but  the 


ollicial  (locuincni"-  I  liat  <-i'rtily  ii>  ha\in;^''  l>«'tMi  so.  ('haiincy- 
aiKUi  Vaiic-Ievt',  .John  Jlall.  'rijom.is  I'lai^;.  .lolni  l.uwrt'iicc, 
Sam'.  PleaHaiitH,  Sam'.  Clark,  Williuiii  Norion,  <MM)r{^r  Kyrr- 
Hoii,  Martin  RverHon. 

M'.  Bainboiirue  reqiiefitfi  the  Draught  of  Netscoiwck  creek, 
whicli  you  Hhewed  him,  &  also  the  draught  of  M'.  Meredith's 
land  on  the  Lacawann«i,  wliicli  M'.  Mott  was  to  copy ;  perhaiM 
these  are  the  draughts  your  Letter  alludes  to  as  having  been 
sent  to  East  on  ;  if  not,  be  good  enough  to  forward  them.  The 
draughts  you  wanted,  and  mentioned  to  liim,  he  will  make  out 
the  first  opixirtunity ;  hitherto  he  has  not  had  time,  and  the 
principal  Surveyor  under  him  has  lately  been  disabled  by  the 
kick  of  a  horse.  M'.  Sambourne  will,  therefore,  be  obligfnl  to 
take  the  i\eld  daily  himself.  We  hope  ere  long  to  have  4  Com- 
passes at  work. 

We  shall  enquire  whether  Jacobs  was  a  Settler  before  the 
Decree  of  Trenton.  We  are  decided  to  admit  no  claim  which 
is  not  deduced  anterior  to  that  date  from  an  actual  Settler. 
We  shall  attend  also  to  the  forfeitures.  We  are  are  most  sadly 
at  a  loss  and  chagrined  in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  M^ 
Coates,  the  agent  to  tlie  proprietors,  to  procure  anything  like 
a  certain  account  of  the  1an<is  claimed  by  contract  with  the 
proprietary  agent,  and  Hf>ld  by  the  proprietors  within  the 
manors.  Unless  these  reservatitms  can  be  ascertained,  we  see 
not  to  what  i>urpose  we  need  go  into  any  of  the  townships  that 
comprize  either  of  the  manors.  We  have  sent  to  search  the 
records  of  Northumberland,  and  by  this  {>ost  we  shall  send  for 
M'.  Coates  himself.  The  difficulty  is  all  important,  but  we 
keep  it  out  of  sight  until  we  can  ascertain  definitely  what  can 
be  done.  Can  you  assist  us  with  any  information  on  this  Sab- 
ject? 

We  do  not  observe  any  other  obj<»ct  of  remark  in  your  Let- 
ter to  which  our  attention  is  particularly  called.  We  trust 
that  the  Mime  ('ommuuication  that  has  hitherto  taken  place 
between  us  will  be  continued,  and  that  you  will  unreservedly 
afford  (IS  the  benefit  of  your  talents  and  information,  even  the' 
our  opini(ms  should  not  always  coincide. 

Accept,  Sir,  our  Assurances  of  sincere  respect, 

Thomas  Coopbb, 
John  Stbbia. 
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Mr,  Cooper  to  the  Secretary, 

Wilkesbarre,  July  13,  1801. 
Pear  Sir : 

You  gratify  me  much  by  the  articles  of  intelligence  you  oc- 
oaBloiiaily  transmit  me.  I  sincerely  wish  the  present  occur- 
rences in  Euroj^ean  politics  may  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
utter  destruction  of  the  Turliish  Empire,  which  is  now  the 
greatest  Harrier  against  the  Civilization  of  the  finest  part  of 
the  world.  As  to  Tripoli  and  Algiers,  I  would  have  them 
swarm  with  tlieir  cruizers,  that  set  the  Example  under  JefTer- 
son ^s  administration  of  protecting  the  merchant  at  the  Expence 
of  the  nation.  It  is  evidently  to  me  a  destructive  policy  ;  de- 
stractive  of  national  policy,  for  commerce  can  at  all  times  fur- 
nish innumerable  causes  for  war,  according  to  the  modern  doc- 
trines respecting  it.  I  would  never  sacrifice  one  class  to  another, 
but  least  of  all  would  I  protect  the  merchant,  who  is  of  no 
country,  at  the  expencs  of  every  other  class.  When  Muhlen- 
berg (whose  death  I  do  not  regret)  has  a  successor,  let  me  know. 
I  hope  your  conjecture  will  be  right  as  to  his  disposition  on 
the  subject  of  improvement  rights. 

I  am,  D^  Sir, 

Your  obed*  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commissiners  to  the  Secretary/. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 
Dear  Sir : 

Since  writing  the  Letter  in  which  this  is  enclosed,  Colonel 
Home  has  requested  me  to  communicate  a  disagreeable  piece 
of  intelligence,  which,  with  our  acquiescence,  he  has  set  off  to 
Bald  Eagle  to  investigate  farther.  He  had  employed  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Smilie  to  collect  signatures  to  the  Submission, 
who  sent  him  word  (refusing  to  write  to  him)  that  he  (Smilie) 
had  been  taken  out  of  Viis  Bed,  about  2  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
morning  last,  at  a  house  about  2  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
Towandee,  by  15  men,  disguised,  Who  tarred  and  feathered 
him,  and  robbed  him  of  his  papers.  Smilie  has  goneolT  to  the 
west  Branch,  and  hearing  that  he  had  relations  at  the  Bald 
Eagle  creek,  Ooiouel  Home  is  set  off  to  ascertain,  in  person, 
whether  this  account  be  true,  or  how  nmch  of  it  is  so.  We 
tind,  upon  enquiry,  that  Smilie  is  well  known  and  disliked. 
Hitherto  we  deem  it  prudent  to  make  no  noise  on  the  subject, 
much  doubting  Smilie' s  account  and  his  motive  for  croing  off. 
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But  it  is  right  that  Confidential  officers  of  Government  should 
be  apprized  even  of  the  report.  In  other  respects  Col.  Home 
has  had  good  success. 

This  mornin;^  Mess^'.  Catlin,  Lord  Butler  and  Welles  called 
on  us,  and  informed  us  that  they  had  heard  the  report,  and 
that  they  or  any  off  them,  and  Major  Ross,  and  the  Sderiff 
Colt  &  M'.  Pell  were  ready  to  start  with  Colonel  Home  into 
the  Country,  and  do  their  utmost  to  bring  to  light  the  of- 
fenders ;  but  they  hoped  no  measures  would  be  decidedly  taken 
until  means  ha<l  been  used  to  discover  the  perpetrators.  In- 
deed it  is  in  our  opinion  an  action  too  imprudent  to  be  done 
deliberately  by  any  investigation  of  the  hecids  of  a  party,  and 
arises  from  the  silly  vengeance  of  some  ignorant  people ;  rather 
instigated  by  dislike  to  Suiilie  thaii  any  motives  of  revenge  or 
intimidation  on  the  general  Subject. 

We  are,  &°. , 

Thomas  Cooper, 
Joux  Strrlk, 
William  Wilson. 


27ie  Commissioners  to  Governor  McKean, 

Wilkesbarre,  July  21,  1802. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  M^Kean  : 

Sir:  At  our  request  Jesse  Fell  and  Putnam  Catlin,  Esq"., 
wrote  to  M'.  John  Fninkhn  to  procure  the  original  records  of 
the  Susquehanna  Company,  that  we  miglit  have  something 
like  authentic  Kvidenee  of  the  "  Votes  and  regulations"  of  that 
Company,  mentioned  in  the  act.  About  a  fortnight  ago,  they 
brought  us  a  Hook  which  they  said  M^  Franklin  had  sent  to 
them  (on  their  application  at  our  request),  and  which  M'. 
Catlin,  wlio  was  tMigaged  in  the  Suit,  Dorrance  r.  Vanhorne, 
informed  us  lia<l  already  been  admitted  to  his  knowledge  in 
the  United  States  court  in  tliat  cause,  and  that  the  handwrit- 
ing of  Samuel  Gray,  the  Clerk  to  the  Susquehanna  Company, 
auil  who  appears  toatti'st  tlie  voles,  &'". ,  thereorf,  "was  provetl 
in  ( -ourt  by  Oliver  Wolcott,  Es(l^  Indeed,  from  the  perusal 
and  insi)ection,  W(^  Imve  no  doubt  of  tlie  originality  and  an- 
IlKMiticit y  of  the  Hook  in  (iiiestion.  We  received  it  un<ler  a 
prfjinise  to  return  ir  ^vitlliu  n  Week,  or  sooner  if  wanted.  Of 
this  Hook  coTitjiinin^  about  170  folio  ])ai;es,  of  what  appears  to 
MS  iin])ortnnt  matt<'r,  \vr  liav**  taken  a  verbal  copy,  which  lias 
b  'Ml  sinee  .ieenrat«*ly  examined.  It  Contains  the  proceedings 
of  lh(»  Company  from  17">:)  to  17S(». 
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The  resolutions  subsequent  to  the  Decree  of  Trenton  appeared 
to  ns  too  important  to  be  left  unnoticed.     They  contain  mani- 
fest determinations  of  settling  the  Country  in  despite  of  Penn- 
sylvania,— Of  calling  in  a  torce  for  so  doing,  and  paying  them 
with  the  Iiands  of  Pennsylvania.     And,  on  the  part  of  Frank- 
lin, there  api>ears  to  have  been  an  induction  by  oath  into  his 
ofBce  of  Clerk  to  the  Company.     Whether  the  Evidence  will 
amount  to  a  sufficient  reason  for  apprehending  him  without 
further  proof,  of  his  acting  in  that  capacity  to  a  meeting  and 
A  company  not  merely  Illegal,  but  hostile,  we  do  not  presume 
to  judge;  proof  of  his  transmission  of  the  original,  we  think 
can  be  procured  if  necessary. 

Perhaps  as  he  will  probably  be  sent  to  the  Legislature  as  a 

representative,  the  matter  may  rest  till  then ;  but  we  merely 

take  the  liberty  of  making  suggestions.     We  think,  however, 

that  the  apprehension  of  Franklin,  Spaulding  and  an'  or  two, 

upon  good  ground,  would  go  near  to  terminate  the  Dispute,  if 

the  Pennsylvania  ( 'laimants  would  take  some  decisive  measures 

to  satisfy  the  Settlers,  that  the  terms  of  compromise  will  be 

fair  and  liberal.    Hut  while  the  Sett  lers  are  required  to  commit 

themselves  unconditionally,  and    the   Penn*  hold*r   commits 

iiimself  to  nothing,  it   is  inipossii>le  to  eradicate  a  degree  of 

Jealousy  and  Suspicion,  which  will    keep  alive  a  dispute  that 

^%'e  are  persuaded  might  otherwise  be  extinguished. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  military  opera- 
ions,  the  Settlers  after  an  inellectual  resistance,  might  be 
t  riven  oflf.  If  they  return,  a  constant  force  must  be  kept  up. 
TJat  should  they  never  come  back  again,  that  part  of  the 
State  which  is  of  more  immediate  value  as  a  back  country  than 
tny  other,  would  become  a  desart,  and  a  desart  it  would  re- 
xiain  ;  for  no  Pennsylvanian  will  ever  think  of  clearing  land 
which  none  but  a  new  England  man  can  live  upon.  The  half 
share  people  are  for  the  most  \m,rt  deceived  by  the  speculating 
Principals  of  the  Susquehanna  Comi>any,  but  they  are  a  very 
>rderly  set  of  Citizens  and  most  industrious  Cultivators. 

The  jjart   of  the  Country  they  chiefly  occupy  is  that  whose 
trade  (when  cultivated)  must  belong  exclusively  to  Penn^yl- 
'N*anians,whilealarge  pro|)ortion  of  the  rest  of  the  State  will  be 
gradually  in t iced   toward  Baltimore.      Hence,  it    becomes  of 
great  importance,  to  conciliate  rather  than  to  terrify  a  class  of 
Inhabitants  who  promise  to  be,  in  time,  more  peculiarly  Penn- 
sylvanians  than  nianv  others  who  will  become  ere  long  but  half 
so.     We  know  that  these  ideas  relate  to  a  part  of  the  general 
Subject  not  so  immediately  within  our  province.     But  we  can- 
not avoid  forming  an  opinion  or  being  anxious  on  a  question  of 
such  Impoiitance.     We  beg  you  the.refore,  excuse  for  sugges- 
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tions,  which  are  submitted  with  much  Deference,  to  y.  Excel- 
lency's better  Judgment. 

In  the  prosecution  of  our  immediate  business,  we  find  the 
Claimants  within  the  17  townships,  altho'  fearful  and  jealous 
of  the  opinions  of  the  Government  respecting  them,  yet  desir- 
ous of  complying  with  the  law,  and  ready  to  furnish  ever}' 
necessary  information  in  their  power.  We  have  thought  a  lib- 
eral rather  than  a  strict  construction,  and  a  conciliating, rather 
than  a  repulsive  conduct,  would  best  promote  the  object  of  the 
Legislature ;  and  we  think  w«  have  adopted  it  with  effect.  We 
have  no  doubt,  if  the  jjresent  most  imperfect  Act  be  amended 
at  the  next  Sessions,  but  the  claimants  within  the  Township 
may  be  attached  by  the  strong  tie  of  Interest  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania title,  even  tho'  opposed  by  the  half  Shareholders.  We 
have  determined  that  no  part  of  our  conduct  shall  savour  of 
needless  obstruction,  duplicity  or  stratagem.  In  our  commu- 
nication with  M"".  Tench  Cox,  we  have  sometimes  thought  ttiat 
that  Gentleman  (who  has  executed  much  laudable  industry  on 
the  subject)  has  suggested  a  mode  of  proceeding  more  strict 
and  guarded  than  was  consistent  with  prudence.  But  we  can- 
not resist  the  impressions  of  local  residences,  and  continued  at- 
tention ;  and  what  we  have  observed,  has  convinced  us  that 
the  people  here  are  far  from  deserving  the  character  of  un- 
necessary caution  or  suspicion  in  their  dealings  with  each  other, 
particularly  in  respect  of  their  Land  titles. 

There  has  been  a  runiour  of  some  violence  offered  to  a  De- 
puty of  Colonel  Home,  but  we  know  you  pay  no  attention  to 
information  short  of  EviiltMice,  and  we  ourselves  doubt  ex- 
tremely how  fiir  that  agent  is  to  be  depended  upon. 

We  bej^  your  excuse  for  troubling  so  much  with  what  may  ap- 
pear extraneous  to  our  duty.  But  the  Contents  of  the  I>ocu- 
ment,  of  which  we  send  you  an  extract,  has  led  us  to  it,  and  we 
hope  the  great  and  imminent  Importance  of  the  general  Sub- 
ject will  induce  you  to  excuse, 

8ir, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

Thomas  Coopkr, 
John  Stkelk, 
William  Wilson. 

Would  it  he  th'siralile  that  we  should  transmit  a  Copy  of  the 
V'otes  «S:  re^ruhitioiis  of  the  Susqu«'hanna  Comi>any  for  the  use 
of  Govern ineiit  r 
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The  Commisstoners  to  the  Board  of  Property. 

Wilkesbarre,  July,  1801. 
G^entleraen : 

The  importance  of  the  Subject  on  wliioh  we  liave  to  address 
you  will,  we  liope,  be  deemed  a  sufficient  excuse  for  our  desir- 
ing t  lie  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Property  on  the  points  we  liave 
to  state. 

The  Connecticut  Claimants  may  be  divided  into  four  classes  : 

1.  The  principal  Supporters  of  and  Speculators  in  tlie  i'on- 
necticut  title,  such  i\»  M'.  Franklin  and  some  others,  by  whom 
the  spirit  of  actual  opijosition  is  perpetually  kept  up. 

2.  Settlers  without  the  townships,  upon  whole  or  half  share 
rights,  wliose  property  and  whose  labour  for  many  years  have 
been  invested  in  the  i>urcha8e  and  improvemenv  of  Land,  under 
the  Connecticut  title,  and  whose  all  depends  upon  their  pre- 
sent possessions  so  obtained. 

3^.  Half  share  holders  enticed  into  Luzerne  County,  chiefly  of 
late  year^,  and  since  the  decree  of  Trenton,  and  who  hold  their 
fK>ssessions  not  from  purchase  in  general,  but  chiefly  under  a 
kind  of  imp]ie<l  contract  to  defend  them  against  the  Pennsyl- 
vania claim. 

4.  Settlers  within  the  Seventeen  Townshii>s,  holding  under  a 
Connecticut  title,  but  of  whom  the  most  jmrt  have  submitted 
under  the  act  of  1799. 

The  first  class  will  never  be  induced  to  submit,  but  by  force, 
or  being  directed  by  the  other  classes.  The  second  class,  per- 
suaded ^howeve^  improperly)  of  the  goodness  of  their  title,  will 
certainly  endeavour  to  rei>el  force  by  force,  if  they  can  muster 
strong  enough ;  for  they  might  as  well  die  as  be  turned  out 
with  their  families  to  starve.  But  as  this  class  have  by  patient 
Industry,  to  which  upon  the  same  lands  few  of  the  Pennsylv* 
Cultivators  would  be  equal,  acquired  a  comfortable  i>roperty, 
they  would  listen  to  fair  and  reasonable  terms  of  compromise 
and  might  be  detached  from  the  first  class.  The  third  class 
would  be  more  apt  than  any  other  to  be  guided  by  the  first ; 
but  if  fair  terms  of  Compromise  (liber' 1  x>fices  and  easy  i)ay- 
ments)  were  offered  them  they  also  might  be  detached  ;  but 
unless  the  force  sent  would  put  opposition  at  defiance  in  the 
first  instance,  they  would  join  in  open  rebellion.  The  4'*'  class 
may  certainly  be  detached  from  the  others  an<l  secured  to 
Pennsvlvania  bv  a  liberal  construction  and  effectual  amend- 
ments  of  the  present  Law  ;  but  the  same  jealousy  and  suspicion 
that  the  Pennsylv*  Claimants  they  in  return  entertain  <;f  Penn- 
sylvania. This  commenced  with  tlie  rei)eal  of  the  confirming 
law.  and  has  since  continued.  So  far  as  we  can  discover,  we 
believe  them   sincere  in  their  endeavour  to  aid  the  execution 


4IM  LETTERS  FROM  THE 

»f  tl)«  pretient  Luw  of  ITUD,  iiiidor  which  we  act.  Bat  any 
measiirfx  iidiipteil  by  uuthority,  to  hiirnisH  tliem  wilh  obstruc- 
MoiiH  »n<l  ilifflculties,  tu  hiifjgKKt  (likI  act  iii>oii  legal  niceties,  to 
)iiil:  them  lo  iieetlleHH  ti'oubli-  mid  exj>«iitw>,  or  to  eiiforiM  tlie  law 
hi  (juetitiou,  under  a  strict  iind  liiiral],  ralher  than  under  a  fair 
mid  generouH  construction,  will  iu  our  0|iinion  infallibly  tend 
locontlrm  their  prejtidicef,  and  to  make  tliem  the  xecrel,  tfao' 
inveterate,  enemies  of  the  Soite. 

It  is  true  our  conneni  ih  with  the  people  at  the  seventeen 
townshlpt)  alone;  but  tile  whole  question  of  the Coitnect lent 
title,and  the  holders  under  it  i:*  ko  connected  thro'  all  its  parts, 
that  an  enlarged  and  liberal  view  of  the  i\  hole  subject  Is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  guide  tlii>  treatment  of  any  part  of  it. 
Hence  we  trouble  you  with  thexe  preliminary  oliHervatlons, 
the  result  of  mnch  reflection  and  jwrfect  conviction,  on  the 
inrormatioii  we  have  at  various  times  received.  Hence  onr 
opinion  nlenrly  in  if  prudence  and  policy  were  alone  to  be  con- 
sulted, that  the  Ant  of  1700  hIiouKI  In  every  |H>w)ible  instance 
Ite  conitlrtieil  iih  generouHlv  and  ils  liberally  iu  favour  of  the 
HuhmittiiiK  Claimant H  ax  the  exprestiona  will  bear.  But  altho' 
this  he  iinr  opinion  ueHubniit  it  merely  for  your  coiisideratioD, 
anil  with  uuicli  deference  to  your  belter  Judgment  in  all  oases, 
which  hy  the  law  are  placed  within  your  Jurisdiction. 

We  retjnoMt,  therefore,  that  you  will  take  into  consideration 
the  following  points: 

I".  Many  of  the  AubiniHsions.tho'  iuly executed  and  in  proper 
time,  were  likely  to  arrive  iit  I^ncaster  later  than  the  day 
fixed  by  this  Act  ;  eii])ccially  owing  to'tlflrregular  and  circuit- 
ous mode  of  Conveyance  from  here  to  Ijiucaster.  In  conse- 
({uence  whereof,  the  Secretary  of  tlie  I^uid  office  very  properly 
HUggested,  in  a  Letter  dated  Dec'  T,  1800,  and  inserted  in  the 
AVilkesbarre  jMiiHTM  of  the  22"',  recommended  auf.li  submissions 
to  In-  deiKisiled  at  the  prothoni)tary'H  offlcii.  wlio  w*  mark  the 
time  of  thereceiiJt.  Both  in  that  jMiper,  luicljn  the  order  of 
the   DoanI   tranitmltted   to   us   about  a  fortnight  ago  (of  dats 

),  it  is  intimated  that   the  question  isdubious.      If  so, 

we  sincerely  wiwii  it  may  lie  reconsidered  and  that  the  Sub- 
missions so  circumstanced  may  not  be  rejected  ;  eujieoially  as 
iiiHiiy  iif  them  might  have  been  transmitted  In  time,  hud  it  not 
been  forthe  letter  of  M'.Ooxe,  which  induced  the  Claimants  to 
think  that  it  would  be  sulTlcient  to  lodge  them  with  the  pro- 
t  honorary. 

In  M'.  t^oxe's  Letter  to  iik,  accompanying  the  resolution  of 
the  Board,  he  suggests  Ihat  the  persons  who  are  thus  late 
should  be  direcci'il  to  apply  lo  llir  Hoard  of  Property  ;  but  we 
are  satisfied   not    n  man  iimmit^  them  would  take  this  trouble 
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or  incur  the  Expence ;  they  would  regard  it  as  an  Evidence  of 
the  intention  of  the  officers  of  Government  to  put  them  to 
needle8H  inconvenience. 

2°**.  We  have  been  repeatedly  asked  by  persons  exhibiting 
their  title  whether  our  ('ertiCcate  will  be  regarded  as  conclu- 
sive Evidence  by  the  Board  of  Property  of  their  claim  to  the 
Patents  for  the  Land  so  certified,  and  whe'  they  may  depend 
upon  receiving  a  i)atent  without  delay.  We  have  said  that  in 
our  opinion  the  lioaru  of  Property  will  deem  our  certificate 
sufficient,  and  that  a  patent  would  issue  thereon.  We  think 
much  depends  upon  our  being  able  to  answer  this  question  de- 
cidedly, for  the  people  will  hardly  be  induced  to  undergo  a  re- 
examination of  all  their  papers  and  documents.  We  hope  we 
have  not  pledged  our  opinions  too  far  in  this  respect.  We 
really  dread  the  Effects  of  a  refusal  on  the  minds  of  the  people, 
And  we  are  strongly  impressed  with  an  opinion  of  the  bene- 
ficial effects  that  would  result  from  a  few  patents  obtained  this 
Summer.  The  question  is  to  irritate  or  conciliate ;  the  one  may 
lead  to  civil  war,  &  the  other  will  certainly  tend  to  peace  and 
conciliation. 

We  beg,  therefore,  that  the  Board  of  Property  will  authorize 
us  to  give  a  decided  answer  to  this  question.  We  have  been 
urged  with  the  inconvenience  and  hardship  of  taking  out  pat- 
ents for  every  acre,  and  ^  of  an  acre  and  with  the  inefficacy 
of  a  Law  under  which  so  few  Pennsylvanians  have  released, 
while  so  large  a  majority  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants  have 
submitted;  but  we  are  aware  that,  however  reasonable  their 
observations  may  be,  these  are  objects  not  within  our  Jurisdic- 
tion. But  while  such  hardships  remain  against  them.  We  are 
anxious  not  to  encreasethe  difficulties  which  we  cannot  remedy. 
Our  loc4il  residence  in  Luzerne  County,  and  our  frequent  com- 
munications with  men  of  good  sense  on  the  subject,  have  in- 
duced to  consider  the  Subject  as  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
\yea,o0  of  the  State ;  and  we  have,  therefore,  very  freely,  as  well 
as  fully,  suggested  the  observations  that  occur  to  us.  But  we 
submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board  ;  with  great  re- 
spect. 

We  are. 

Gentlemen,  Your  obedient  Servants, 

Thomas  Coopkr, 
John  Stkelk, 
William  Wilson. 


80— Vox.  XVI IT 


Mft  I^TTERS  FROM  THE 

The  OommiesioHera  to  Tench  Coxe. 

WilkeHbarre,  July  81,  1801. 
M'.  Coxe; 

■  Sir;  Hnoh  to  oiir  satleraction  M'.  D.  H.  Conyngham  &  M'. 
Stewart  of  Flemingtown.have  been  here  and  have  produced  for 
ourfXarainiition  tit  lea  to  several  tracts  which  we  much  wanted. 
But  en  in  many  inBtanoea,  the  office  Copy  of  return  of  Barvey 
lit  t>art  of  the  Evidence  of  Title  Iteelf,  and  Ik  iu  all  iuatunoes 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  precipe  Hituation  and  boandaries. 
wp  innst  beg  of  you  to  transmit  by  General  Steele  those  Doc- 
uments respecting  the  following  tracts: 

Jacob  Leinley  306. 133 ;  D.  Johnston,  33S ;  Thomas  Hayes.  389 ; 
John  Ander°.  806,  138;  Ah.  Stack.  303;  W=.  West,  Junior,  33»i; 
W-Sheaf,  ITSandj,  Situate  on  Jaoob'aPIainB;  paten' by  J.  M. 
Neabltt. 

Vt  de  supra.— Thomas  Hayes,  829;  John  Patterson.  Nanti- 
coke,  2981  •  Cleo.  Miller.  Nanticoke,  310j  ;  Corn*  Stack,  307,  Title 
founded  on  Warrt.  with  ret°  of  Survey.  2  Warr*,  of  accept**. 
M'.  Cony"  says  the  overplus  alone  rem"  to  be  p'  in.  Sit.  Jac** 
Plains. 

William  DawHon.  330;  Ph.  Olar,  400;  Adam  Clampher.  310; 
Isaac  Stroud.  338;  Peter  Howard,  307;  John  Bvnns,  314;  title 
Wnrrt.  &  Survey.  Rect.  for  purchase  money.  Sit.  Jac"  Plains. 
Deed  Polls  produced. 

Isaac  Jones,  301 J ;  Isaac  Gray,  3303  ;  Mary  Steel,  320} ;  Peter 
M ill«r,  310 ;  James  Treadwell,  3.WJ  ;  Jo".  Martin.  881i ;  J-.  Shaw, 
330i ;  title  as  ftlwvo.     Situate  in  Nanticoke. 

William  Corbett.  830};  Patrick  Savage,  393;  Mill  Lot  near 
Wilkewb, .  Jacob's  Plains,  allotted  in  1771  at  Baston  to  Amos 
Ogden.  iFor  tlinHc  no  title  has  been  pro*  to  us,  but  we  are  re- 
ferred to  M'.  Stewart.  Alex'.  Kesliitt,  331}  ;  Jon.  Nesbitt,  332 ; 
rec'  for   the   purchuse   money  produced;   Situate,  Nanticoke. 

John  MaTw",Sr.,  north  of  Abraham's  Plains;  Patrick  Hamel, 
W.  side  of  Lackawanna,  adjg.  J.  Evans,  near  the  upper  line  of 
Stoke  Manor.    Warrts  daied  Ap.  3.  1778. 

Hobfrt  Gli-n  and  Geo.  Clyiner,  Warranti.ea.  of  which  W.  Oray 
has  nertilled  that  a  return  has  ]>een  made  into  the  office,  but 
they  cannot  he  found;  under  thcHe  circumstances  we  think 
M'.  Sumhuurne's  Hurvey,  under  the  order  of  reanrvey  may 
fairly  relate  back  to  the  oriffiniil  Surrey,  nnd  bring  him  within 
this  act,  tho'  not  apimronlly  Mnrveye<i  till  after. 

The  following  triicin  ri'li'ii«i><l  by  M'.  Cliarles Stewart's  heirs, 
as  a  Sehethile  to  the  (jfnt-ral  Clausi-  in  the  Release ; 

Manor  of  Stoke  N°.  28.  32.  33,  31.  3.^,  43.  44 ;  Sunbury,  33. 

10,  17;  Abraham's  Plains.  7,  10,  10,  11.  These  we  wrote  to  you 
about  In  the  general  List. 
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N^  19  and  70,  (Qu.  20)  in  the  manor  of  Wyoming,  In  Sunbury. 
N«.  70  is  survey**  (or  s*  to  be)  to  C.  Stewart.  Quere.  if  N*.  19  be 
S.  Rodgers  in  Stoke?  If  this  be  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  it  does  not 
coincide  with  the  List  of  agreements  at  Easton,  transm^  by 
the  Prop"  Agent. 

The  Mill  tract  in  Wilkesbarre  township  allotted  under  the 
agreements  at  Easton  to  A.  Ogden ;  Stephen  Phillips  joining 
Abraham*s  Plains;  William  Harrison,  D*. ;  Abel  Pree  (orPrue 
or  Price),  Nanticoke.  The  other  Surveys,  not  sent  us  by  the 
Surveyor  General,  and  conveyed  in  the  release  of  M^  C.  Stew- 
art, are  noticed  in  our  Letter  last  but  one,  and  in  the  Mem. 
transmitted  by  Gen*.  Steele. 

We  are,  &". , 

Thomas  Cooper, 
William  Wilson. 


The  Commissioners  to  Putnam  Catlin. 

Wilkesbarre,  Aug^ist,  1801. 
Putnam  Catlin,  Esq'.  : 

Dear  Sir :  The  Board  of  Property  mean  formally  to  object 
to  granting  Patent8,  where  any  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
oath  of  single  title.  The  Commissioners  (Gen.  Steele,  M'.  Wil- 
son &  myself)  have  no  objection  to  grant  Certificates  where  the 
oath  of  single  title  has  been  taken,  under  the  modification  ex- 
pressed in  yours.  If  the  Land  Office  object,  the  only  course 
you  can  pursue  will  be  to  get  your  Certificate  recorded,  and 
defend  the  title  in  case  of  an  Ejectment,  as  claiming  under  it. 
If  you  have  no  objection  to  take  this  risk,  the  (commissi oners 
have  none.  But  if  you  think  there  would  be  any  hazard  in 
such  a  Defence,  had  you  not  better  take  the  oath  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  Act?  whicli  certainly  meant  no  reference  to  a 
title  claimed  under  the  Confirming  Law,  and  which  implies 
no  deception  in  those  who  take  the  oath  without  noticing  that 
Law.  Of  this  you  will  judge  for  yourself,  and  take  that  course 
that  suits  your  own  Interests. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


llie  Commissioners  to  Mr,  Snyder. 

Wilkesbarre,  August  26,  1801. 
M'.  Snyder,  Ex',  of  Kachlein  : 

Sir:  I  was  honored  with  vour  communication,  under  date  of 

the   19th  Current,  and    note  its   contents.     I  have  conferred 
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with  M'.  Sambonrn^  on  the  subject,  anil  from  the  Inepeetion  of 
hie  Drafts  anil  Plans  1  ant  asHured  that  the  tiands  may  beSur- 
veycxl  and  returned  conforinahly  to  thi^  directions  from  the 
Land  Office,  under  which  iinprea«ion  I  think  you  may  with 
propriety,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  Concerneil,  forward  the 
Warrants,  which  your  friend  hafl  transmitted  to  yon,  aocom- 
INuiled  with  the  necessary  fees. 

lam.  Sir,  &•., 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretory. 

Wilkeaharre,  AugDat,  ISOl. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  thank  yon  for  the  news  yon  were  so  kind  aa  to  send  me ;  it 
waa  earlier  than  I  had  received  at  the  time. 

We  have  received  the  resohitlon  of  the  Board  of  Property 
respect'  the  Suhmlaslona  that  came  too  iate,  and  the  explana- 
tory addit"  to  lliM  oath,  Wa  rn(jret  that  our  opinions  still  re- 
main na  before,  by  no  means  In  harmony  with  the  tientlmeiitH 
of  the  T)oard.  We  shall  not  enter  into  the  arguments  that  in- 
duce us  to  think  we  were  right,  but  we  are  decidedly  satisfied 
that  we  were  ho  at  the  time. 

In  fact  we  sue  plainly  that  our  Ideas  of  prudence,  policy  and 
justice.  Incite  us  to  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Act,  te  to  the 
ezercitie  of  a  discretionary  power  oocaelonally,  which  the  pecu- 
liar nature  of  the  Case.  &  local  reasons  impoBHlhle  tobskQOwD 
by  tho^e  not  on  the  Spot,  appearn  to  ub  absolutely  to  require. 
While  yournotions  of  Prudence  and  of  legal  precision,  and  your 
preconceived  opinions  of  the  people  we  have  to  deal  with.  In- 
cite to  a  construction  strictly  confined  within  the  words  of  the 
act.     It  is  evident  our  general  Ideas  differ  toto  c»lo. 

However,  as  we  have  uniformly  purauetl  a  conduct  tending 
to  conciliation  with  the  people  here,  w»  have  said  to  the  few 
who  have  taken  the  oath  conditionally  that  eventually  It  may 
be  made  a  question,  whe'  we  had  any  right  to  alter  or  dimin- 
ish from  the  strict  Letter  of  the  Act  In  this  respect,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  must.  If  they  please  so  to  take  It,  run  the 
hazard  that  such  a  questlim  may  induce:  for  tho' It  neither 
will  .nor  can  come  before  the  Board  of  Property,  ft  may  come 
l>efore  the  Supreme  Court,  who  will  ultimately  have  to  Judge 
whe' imr  proceedings,  in  case  on  KJectment  he  brought  forthe 
Lands  certifleil.  They  have  all  declared  that  tho'  they  think 
such  an  e^iplanation  of  the  oath  no  more  than  they  had  a  right 
to  reqiiest,  and  me  to  comply  with,  they  will  not  be  the  cause 
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of  any  objection  whatever  to  our  proceedings  any  where,  aiid 
the>'  will  cancel  the  oath  taken  and  take  one  in  the  words  of 
the  act  merely.  I  have  appointed  a  day  in  this  week  for  that 
purpose,  and  I  have  advised  them  to  the  measure,  for  their 
sakes  to  save  trouble  and  avoid  Cavil. 

We  shall  ere  long  send  down  a  few  clear  and  unobjectiona- 
ble cases,  with  Certificates  for  Patent,  that  the  people  may  be 
convinced,  before  we  leave  this  place,  that  the  i)resent  act 
is  not  meant  like  the  Confirming  Law,  to  be  repealed  before  it 
can  be  effectually  acted  upon,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  em- 
brace its  i^rovisions.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  diflBculty ;  if  there 
should,  the  remedy  I  shall  advise  them  to  take  will  be  to  re- 
cord their  Certificates,  to  operate  as  constructive  notice,  to 
take  Depositions  of  their  tender  at  the  I^and  Office,  and  give 
these  in  Evidence  in  Ejectment ;  our  proceedings  will  then  come 
l>efore  the  proper  tribunal.  It  might  have  materially  tended 
to  the  furtherance  of  our  Business,  Could  the  people  have  been 
assured  that  the  Certificate  of  the  Comm'rs  would  have  been 
sufficieni;  Evidence  whereon  to  obtain  a  Patent  for  the  Lands 
Certified  ;  for  many  of  them  have  thought  (and  still  think)  that 
the  application  under  this  act  would  be  equally  useless  a^ 
their  application  under  the  confirming  law ;  this  uncertainty 
delayed  us,  I  have  no  doubt,  m  one  way  or  other,  the  Business 
of  a  Month.  I  am  very  anxious  that  it  should  not  operate 
hereafter. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  you  and  I  should  differ  in  opinion,  for  I 
can  truly  &  without  flattery  say  that  I  greatly  admire  your 
industry  and  re8i>ect  your  talents,  but  I  do  really  think  your 
notions  on  this  Subject,  and  your  deep-rooted  suspicion  of  the 
Connecticut  (Claimants  generally,  have  a  strong  tendency  to 
throw  the  State  into  Confusion,  by  exasperating  a  large  class 
of  citizens  who  may  easily  be  conciliated,  and  by  tormenting 
them  into  resistance  when  they  are  truly  anxious  for  iieace. 
But  I  am  willing  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fairness  of  your  in- 
tentions, and  I  believe  you  err,  if  at  all,  for  want  of  knowledge, 
not  to  be  obtained  where  you  are.  As  to  the  Scurrility  with 
which  you  are  treated  in  the  Luzerne  paper,  it  is  really  be- 
neath your  CHiaracter  to  notice  it.  It  does  no  good  to  the  cause 
of  tho  writer,  and  no  harm  to  you.  I  told  you  before  that 
Wright  had  undi-rtaken  to  print  your  Statement,  but  that 
C<*lonel  Home  had  anxiouslv  desired  it  to  be  Int  alone.  After 
thot.  We  could  not  think  of  pressing  it  any  more,  for  it  applies 
to  the  object  of  his  mission  only,  and  not  to  the  people  within 
the  17  towns. 

Next  to  the  Demand  of  preliminary  unconditional  subm"  by 
the  Committee  of  Landholders  at  Philadelphia  (which  you  ap- 
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prove  as  highly  as  I  tllsapprove),  1  know  nothing  that  has  done 
iiioro  iterious  linrii)  tlian  roiintitnting  Col.  Home  an  agent  of 
thui  Coinm'*  as  wtll  oh  ot  the  State.  This  oi re nm stance  woald 
have  ilefoatml  the  Indlctiiient  agttt.  th«  outragersof  BmlUe, 
exceiit  on  the  cumiiioii  count  o[  Atwault  and  battery,  even  if 
that  IndiotiiK-'nt  liad  betin  found.  M'.  G.  Hal),  however,  one 
of  their  Attornieii  for  the  Phllailelphia  Committee  told  me  at 
WilksHbarrethathe  thought  there  w^  hardly  evidence  enough 
of  the  I<lentlty  of  the  PerxonK  hidicted  to  authorize  the  grand 
Jury  to  And  the  Bill  against  them.  I  do  not  think  there  was 
want  of  hichiiatiou  At  Lycoming.  I  forced  on,  agaloBt  the  In- 
tention of  the  Attv-  <*enl.,  and  of  the  (Jourt,  the  trial  of  Home 
of  the  (HtrKniiB  tndlcteil  for  Intruding  on  Strawbridge's  Tiand, 
but  to  my  tjurjirixe  they  proved  the  Sherlft  Cumniings  to  be 
a  Deputy  of  Col.  Home,  and  upon  challenge  set  aside  the  array. 
This  Intel-mixture  ot  Duties,  in  Col.  Home  and  his  Deputies  fs 
of  Inealcula)>le  Injury 

.ludice  Rut)h  Is  of  opinion  that  the  Intrusion  l>aw  Is  oonstltu- 
tiona),  but  there  are  so  many  objections  to  the  Indictments 
fciunil  here  laHt  Court  agst.  Franklin.  &'.,  that  1  doubt  if  they 
can  legally  be  convicted.  Indeed,  they  mean  to  move  It  by 
regular  steps  Into  the  United  Btotes  Court,  as  I  wrote  to  yon 
bffore  that.  I  exi)ected  they  would. 

I  have  Kent  your  Letters  to  M'.  (ieorge  Welles.  I  shall  gladly 
urge  on  the  Consideration  of  Hartley's  claim,  as  we  all  of  iis 
are  inclined  to  do  in  any  case  where  you  have  a  personal  Inter' 
est;  but  I  apprehend  yon  have  not  seen  what  the  objectionx 
are,  therefore,  I  encloHe  you  The  objection  to  the  Lands  of  ftas- 
killShelliume,  &'.,  being  surveyed  In  1776on  Land  in  the  New 
]>urchase  Is  fatal ;  but  at  ail  Events  they  are  out  of  the  town- 
slii|)s.  t  even  HiiH()ect  that  tlie  Connectlmit  claimants  will  fail 
in  making  out  a  Mingle  title  in  Athens,  for  which  I  am  sorry 
and  You  1  presume  are  otherwise.  The  other  Imnds  of  Hurst, 
we  shall  in  their  course  get  surveyed  &  valued  and  retnrn 
them  to  your  Hoard,  snhject  to  the  objection  of  Noah  Grant, 
having  no  regular  authority  to  survey  them.  Be  good  enough 
to  [>eriiHH  the  following  List  of  returns  wautlng,  and  transmit 
to  us  information  : 

Rfttims  nf  mrvei,  still  Wanling  Sfpt.  10,  1801. 

WarrauteeM,  R',  Wood,  2Mi.  Pi'Scrip",  Easterly  side  of  the 
N.  East  Rranch  of  Wysaughing or  Rust  meadows;  Released  by 
.John  Kwing  &  Wife,  and  ali'i>  l>y  the  heirs  of  Patterson.  This 
litut  lieirn  Hur\-'. ,  but  we  have  no  ri'turns. 

Tlio*.  Bmlth,  300.     Descrip.,  in  the  Warrant    Includg.  both 
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sides  of  a  path  lead«  to  Wyalusing  lin  a  run,  f  mile  above  the 
cross'gs  of  Tuscarora;  Rel*  by  Thorn'  Hartley. 

W.  Smith,  230J.     Released  by  S.  Howell  and  Wife. 

N°.  6,  8,  14,  17,  on  Abraham's  Plains.  Released  by  D^  Smith, 
But  we  have  no  return  of  Survey  in  favor  of  any  Body.  Nor 
do  we  know  the  Chain  of  title  under  which  D^  Smith  Claims. 

William  M'^Carroll,  Elizabeth  Punner,  Samuel  Boucher,  John 
Vansant ;  released  by  Matthias  Barton,  Ex^  of  Cox,  and  also  by 
the  heirs  of  Patterson.  Quere.  are  there  any  returns  of  Sur- 
vey? If  not,  of  course  we  cannot  find  the  Lands. 

Conrad  Clock  and  eleven  others.  Warrants  taken  out  by 
Aaron  Levy.  The  Surv.  Gen*  has  noticed  these,  but  if  there  be 
no  Service  we  can  take  no  cognizance  of  the  Lands,  which  we 
have  no  means  of  finding. 

Patented  Tract  "Dublin  ;'*  released  by  Bingham.  We  did  not 
want  Bingham's  release.  But  the  first  patent  not  reciting  the 
Survey  we  have  no  description  by  which  we  can  find  out  the 
Lands. 

Thomas  Craig,  John  Lawrence,  341  as.,  Samuel  Pleasants, 
Samuel  Clarke.  These  are  released  by  C.  Stewart,  But  we 
have  no  Survey. 

N*.  15,  16,  17.  On  Abraham's  Plains;  But  tho'  we  have 
Lukens'  Survey,  it  does  not  say  for  whom  they  were  returned, 
nor  do  we  know  how  Charles  Stewart's  title  is  deduced. 

N*'.  32.  On  Abraham's  Plains;  Also  released  (or  intended  to 
be  included  in  Charles  Stewart's  General  release),  but  there 
is  no  return  of  Survey  for  this  N°.  in  Lukens'  Survey. 

TJ".  19.  70.  Also  released  by  Stewart.  We  suspect  N°.  70  should 
be  no.  20.  But  the  Description  is  the  Manor  of  Wyoming.  We 
have  no  Survey  under  Authority. 

Stephen  Phipps,  W".  Harrison;  adj«  Abrah"*  Plains;  these 
also  are  released  by  Stewart,  or  given  in  under  his  gen.  re- 
lease ;  but  we  have  no  Survey. 

Abel  Pierce,  Price  or  Rees,   the  same  sit°. ,  as  to  title  de 
scribed,  as  being  in  Nanticoke. 

Jacob  Lemlie,  David  Johnson,  Tho*.  Hayes,  J°.  Anderson, 
Ab.  Stack,  William  Sheaf,  J°.  Patterson,  Geo.  Millar,  Corn'. 
Stack,  W.  Dawson,  Ph.  Olar,  Isaac  Stroud,  Peter  Howard, 
John  Evans,  W".  Corbet,  Isaac  Jones,  Isaac  Gray,  Mary  Steel, 
John  Shaw,  Peter  Miller,  Ja'.  Tread  well.  Ja'.  Martin,  Pat.  Sav- 
age, A\x\  Nesbitt,  J°.  Nesbitt,  J.  Maxwell;  D^  north  of  Abra- 
ham's Plains, Patrick  Hammel,  Robert  Glen,  R.  Clymer.  These 
are  given  in  by  M^  Conyngham,  as  being  part  of  the  General 
release.  We  have  been  able  to  find  many  of  these  laid  down 
upon  the  Draughts  in  our  Possession,  but  we  have  no  Survey 
nor  authority  &  of  course  none  on  which  we  can  depend.     We 
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have  already  seat  for  these, and  are  la  immediate  want  of  them. 
Your  attentiuo  to  theee  will  inuob  Oblige, 
Dear  BIr, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Thouab  Coopbb. 
Gen*.  (Steele  and  M'.  Wilson  are  out  on  Surreys, 


The  Commissioners  to  Judge  Fell. 

Wilkesbarre,  Hay  26,  1808. 
W.  Felt  Is  requested  To  call  on  M'.  Jenkins  (taking  with  him 
either  Sherift  Dorrance  or  M'.  L.  Myers,  it  he  thinks  fit),  and 
to  request  of  him  in  the  name  ot  the  Coiuin>B  the  loan  of  the 
Surveys  of  Exeter,  Providence  and  North  morel  and,  or  such  of 
them  ae  M'.  Jenkinu  may  happen  to  liiive;  Alsoany  other  Doa- 
iiaient  relating  to  those,  or  any  other  TowitahipB,  which  U'. 
Jenkins  miiy  have  in  his  puweHHion.  Whatever  M''.  Jenkins  re- 
quires til  liu  returned  (thah  be  returned.  M^  Fell  will  then  pro- 
ceed to  Exeter,  Frovidenae  and  Northmoretand  and  apply  to 
the  town  Clerks  of  those  Townships  for  every  Draught,  paper 
and  Information  that  they  can  furnish  him  with,  relating  to 
those  Townships.  If  there  are  no  town  Clerks,  or  the  town 
Clerks  cannot  be  roiiu<l.  to  urge  the  necessity  ot  calling  town 
meetings  as  soon  asi>ossible,  to  furnish  the  Commlfmlonere  with 
the  means  of  proceeding  lu  the  investigation  of  tltla  And,  gen- 
erally, to  procure  all  possible  information,  &  to  instigate  the 
Inhabitants  to  apply  without  delay. 

Thouas  Coophb. 


i  to  D.  H.  Conyngham. 

Wilkesl>arre,  Hay  37,  1803. 
M'.  1).  H.  Conyngliam  : 

Sir:  We  haw  considered  yon r  request  to  have  oertlfleates 
issued  for  the  Laml  releas'  to  the  State  by  yourxeltand  titentlin* 
connect^  with  yon,  but  we  cannot  projierlyin  our  opinion 
aenede  to  your  wiwh. 

1".  Hr'oaiiKi*  Ihtrf  am  some  UllllcultieH  res|)ectlng  title,  affect* 
most  of  Ihii  releoiieil  Lands.  Wtiiith  on  a  communication  be- 
tween nn  anil  the  memix'rHof  the  Hoanlof  I'roperty,  they  have 
taken  time  tc>  ronshlcri  the  illnewi*  of  one  of  the  members  has 
hitherto  prevented    the  meeting  of  a  full  Board  on  the  Sub- 
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jeot;  until  our  opinions  are  made  up  on  the  question  under 
consideration,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Gentlemen  at  Lancas- 
ter, we  cannot  think  of  issuing  any  certiiicates  for  Lands  liable 
to  questions,  not  yet  decided  upon. 

2**.  If  we  issue  certificates  for  the  Lands  released  by  you.  We 
shall  be  soon  overwhelmed  by  similar  applications,  to  the  total 
interruption  of  all  the  rest  of  our  business.  If  we  begin  this, 
the  Surveys  must  stop,  for  both  together  cannot  proceed.  If 
we  refuse  to  others  what  we  give  up  to  you,  we  shall  be  justly 
accused  of  improper  partiality. 

^,  We  propose  finishing  the  whole  Business  of  the  Commis- 
sion, in  respect  of  Surveys,this  Summer.  We  are  in  some  decree 
pledged  to  this,  if  it  be  possible.  If  we  commence  the  issuing 
of  Certificates,  it  will  be  impossible,  and  the  State  will  be  put 
to  a  very  great  and  unnecessary  Expenoe  as  well  as  dela^'.  The 
Certificates  are  properly  a  business  by  themselves,  that  ought 
to  be  conducted  at  once  without  interruption,  and  that  may 
most  properly  and  Conveniently  be  done  when  all  the  Surveys 
are  finished.  Nor  can  we  in  y"  ca,se  compleat  your  Certificates 
if  we  were  so  inclined,  for  many  of  the  tracts  are  not  yet  fin- 
ishe<l  as  to  the  valuation  and  Survey. 

We  should  be  very  glad  to  accommodate  you  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power,  but  we  cannot  do  so  at  what  we  deem  a  sacrifice 
of  the  object  of  our  Commission  &  the  Interest  of  the  State. 
We  are  decided  to  commence  and  finish  the  issuing  of  Certifi- 
cate^ for  released  Lands  after  the  Surveys  are  closed,  and  not 

sooner. 

We  are,  &*. , 

Thomas  Cooper, 

John  Steele, 

William  Wilson. 


The  Commissioners  to  William  Dean, 

Wilkesbarre,  May  28,  1802. 
M^  William  Dean : 

Dear  Sir :  I  observe  an  application  to  the  Land  OfBce  to  re- 
lease a  tract  of  Land  in  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  called  "Hayes 
Choice ;"  there  must  be  a  regular  release  to  the  Commonwealth, 
in  Consideration  of  the  Compensation  mentioned  in  the  Act 
of  April  4,  171)9,  "offering  Compensation,  &^,"  the  rest  of  the 
Deed  may  run  in  the  usual  way ;  the  sooner  you  transmit  it  to 
the  Tiand  office  the  better.     Colonel  Home  is  here  yet.     We 

are. all  well. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Friend  &  Servant, 

'  ^  "  Thomas  Cooper. 
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T/te  Commitsionert  to  D.  H.  Conyngham. 

Wllkesbarre,  May  08,  IMS. 
M'.  D.  H.  Conynghain: 

Sir :  We  feel  Heiisibly  for  your  aitoatfon  ami  would  willingly 
remove  the  embarrussinunt  you  labour  under.aafaraewehkve 
die  i>ower.  But  altho'  many  of  our  valutttioDH  ure  made,  the 
oaloulutions  have  been  ho  laborious  Iliat  we  do  not  think  H 
right  to  confide  In  them  in  the  1"  place  without  a  revision. 
ThiB  we  cannot  nndertuke  now. 

That  you  have  rHleased  much  valuable  Land,  for  which  yoa 
inutit  uitliuately  be  repaid,  there  caii  be  iio  doubt.  Your  Cred- 
itors must  be  aware  of  this  and  luuat  know  too  that  it  is  a 
Hpeolesof  property  which  is  not  liable  to  dnpreelate  In  value. 
We  cannot  Yet  send  out  any  Ofiloial  valuation,  with  the  ao- 
ouracy  and  certainty  ni!c<!HBary  to  do  juHtice  to  the  Clalmauta, 
to  the  8tat«,  or  to  ourselvt-s ;  otherwise  we  would  do  Bo  in  yoor 
case.  We  are  ttincerely  sorry  to  have  to  return  an  answer  thst 
will  tend  to  y'.  disappointment,  but  we  cannot  avoid  it. 
We  are,  Hir, 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Demvth. 

Wllkesbarre,  Uay  38,  1809. 
U^  Demuth,  of  Lancaster : 

Bir;  I  olwerve  an  iipplieation  from  you  to  the  Land  (Xnoe, 
dati'd  Sep'.  37,  1800,  to  release  some  Laud  belonging  to  the 
»-preHentativeti  of  U'.  Lambkey,  deceased.  This  Application 
cannot  lie  acted  upon,  unless  tliere  Ih  a  regular  release  to  the 
(Jonimon wealth,  transmitted  to  the  Land  Ulllce  liefore  the  1" 
day  of  August,  with  all  the  ]iai>ers  and  documents  necessary 
to  substantiate  the  title;  you  will  probably  procure  a  form  of 
release  by  applying  at  the  Secretary's  OfDce,  M'.  Ellioot'ii. 
I  am.  Sir. 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Thomas  Coopbr. 


Tlte  Uommiaiioners  to  Daniel  Montgomery. 

Wiikesburre,  Uay  28,  1802. 
Daniel  Montgomery,  Esq'.,  "Hanville:" 
Dear  Sir :  It  is  neoesKury  that  to  your  release  of  Lands  to  the 
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State  there  should  be  annexed  an  oath  of  single  title,  which  I 
transmit  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  before  any  Magistrate. 
You  can  copy  it  and  send  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 
Oath  of  single  title  subjoined. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  28,  1802. 
Andrew  Ellicot,  Sec^  Iiand  Office,  Lancaster: 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  Submission  ol 
Abraham  Bradley,  Jun'. ,  N*.  117.  The  first  parcel  sent  to  the 
Commissioners  appears  to  close  with  116,  and  the  second  to 
begin  with  118.  Probably  it  may  have  been  lost  before  our 
time.     Be  good  enough  to  send  it. 

I  send  you  two  Submissions,  transmitted  to  me  under  the 
Notion  that  we  had  power  to  receive  them.  I  have  received 
also  two  releases,  one  from  Enoch  Smith,  of  Sunbury,  of  Land 
formerly  owned  by  Samuel  Wallis,  deceased,  and  another  from 
M'.  Samuel  M^'Clay,  but  1  returned  them,  requesting  they 
might  be  forwarded  to  you. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  List  of  Surveys  which  we  shall  want 
from  the  Surveyor  General's  Office,  in  consequence  of  late  re- 
leases. I  should  be  glad  of  those  released  by  Enoch  Smith  as 
early  as  possible,  even  tho'  his  release  should  not  have  reached 
you,  for  Salem,  where  his  Lands  are  situate,  will  be  the  next 
township  we  shall  take.  His  release  is  executed,  and  I  should 
have  transmitted  it  to  you  myself,  only  that  he  had  forgotten 
the  Oath  of  single  title.,  I  send  you  a  form  of  our  Certificate, 
which  I  fancy  comprizes  all  the  particulars  necessary  to  facili- 
tate the  examination  of  it  on  y'  part.  If  you  approve  it  let  me 
know. 

I  observe  an  application,  without  a  release,  of  Alex^  Scott. 
Is  it  the  M'.  Scott  of  your  town,  or  my  former  neighbour 
upon  Shamokin  Island  ? 

I  remain.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 

Draughts  of  Survey  Wanted, 

Number  of  the  Application     141,  James  Shaw,  305J  Acres. 

1,335,  W.  Harrison,  318  Acres. 
3,309,  Ch°.  Mike,  300  Acres,  Gen'.  W. 
Helmes  also  menf*   in  the 
notice. 


476  LETTERS  FROM  THE 

Namber  of  the  Application    702,  J^  Hammond,  809  Acres,  of 

Phoebe  Stewart. 
721,  Arch.    Stewart,     317     Acres 
below  the  Month  of  Tnuck- 
hannock. 
721,  Arch.  Stewcu*t,    852    Acres, 
Quere  if  this  number  is  a 
mistake? 
1,986,  Arch.  Stewart,277,  Genl.  W. 
Helmes. 

Lots  on  Abraham's  Plains, 

N^  1,  4,  9,  20,  652,  Gen'.  W.  Helmes,  noticed  also  by  P.  Stew- 
art. 956,  John  Bowee,  300,  Contained  in  the  notice  of  Appli- 
cation of  Phoebe  Stewart ;  adjoined  W.  Nicholson,  but  not 
claimed  in  General  Helmes  release. 

The  tracts  in  M'.  Maclay's  release  we  have  Draughts  of 
Already.  William  Fisher,  Adam  Beaver,  645,  132.  Perhaps 
M'.  Fislier  is  the  same  with  one  of  the  same  name  released  by 
W.  Wilson.  William  Webb,  314,  52  p.  The  3  last  released  by 
Enoch  and  Gaynor  Smith  and  wanted  soon. 


llie  Commissi  loners  to  Enoch  Smith* 

Wilkesbarre,  May  28,  1802. 
M'.  Enoch  Smith,  Sunbury  : 

D^  Sir :  I  return  you  the  Deeds,  because  it  is  necessary 
you  should  subscribe  an  oath  of  single  title,  which  I  have 
drawn  out  for  you,  as  you  will  see  by  looking  inside  your  Deed. 
Regularly  you  ought  to  transmit  the  whole  of  the  Documents 
that  constitute  the  chain  of  title  between  you  and  the  proprie- 
taries, viz,  Warrant,  return  of  Survey,  Order  of  Sale  at  Or- 
phan's Court  ami  the  Aihniiiistrator's  Deed  to  you.  A  naked 
Conveyance,  without  the  papers  on  which  your  title  is  founded, 
is  not  suflicient.  Do  nil  this  &  send  it  off  to  the  Land  Office  as 
quick  as  possible,  because  we  shall  go  into  Salem  and  Hunting- 
don in  July. 

Thomas  Cooper. 

There  isaW".  Fisher,  J'.,  rel^'hy  W.  Whitman,  on  the  waters 
of  Wapwanapane ;  1h(»  tract  is  in  Newport,  316  as.,  132  prs. 
Date  of  Warrant  21  Jan.,  IT?:?;   Date  survey,  21  Nov.,  1773. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Samuel  Maclay, 

Wilkesbarre,  May  29th,  1802. 

Samuel  M^Clay,  Esq'. ,  BufTalo,  North'*  County : 

Dear  Sir ;  The  sooner  you  i^et  the  enclosed  Deed  executed  and 
acknowledged,  before  a  Magistrate,  the  better.  It  should  be 
transmitted  early.  I  think  the  post  as  safe  a  conveyance  as 
any  ;  regularly  you  ought  also  to  transmit  the  Deed  Polls,  from 
Brown,  M'Gill  and  Summers,  or  copies  of  them.  Also  the 
Conveyance  from  Shippen.  The  State  has  a  right  to  all  the 
Deeds  of  Conveyance  between  the  proprietaries  and  you  that 
are  or  ought  to  have  been  in  your  possession. 

We  shall  finish  all  the  Claims  and  Surveys  this  Season,  but 
-the  Certificates  will  hardly  be  made  out  till  next. 

I  am,  as  usual, 

Your  sincere  Friend, 

Thomas  Coopkr. 


The  Commissioner's  to  Alexander  Scott 

WUkesbarre,  May  29th,  1802. 
M'.  Alexander  Scott : 

Sir :  I  find  among   the   papers  transmitted  to  me  from  the 

■Land  office,  an  application  in  the  name  of  Alex^  Scott  to  re- 

iease  certain  Lands  in  Luzerne  County.     Was  this  Application 

on  the  part  of  any  of  your  family?  If  so,  the  release  should  be 

Kxiade  out  and  regularly  executed  and  sent  to  the  Land  office. 

I  am.  Sir,  ^^ , 

Thomas  Coopbb. 


The  Commissioners  to  Jamison  and  Beach, 

Wilkesbarre,  June  8,  1802. 
688".  Jamison  and  Beach  : 
Gentlemen :  In  answer  to  your  application,  respecting  the 
frights  in  the  township  of  Salem,  we  have  to  observe,  that  by 
-^he  act  of  4  April,  1799,  and  the  Supplement  thereto  of  the  last 
Session,  no  Connecticut  claimants  are  contemplated  as  strictly 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  those  Acts,  unless  they  derive  title  in 
<3on8equence  of  a  Settlement  actually  made  previous  to  the 
Decree  of  Trenton  ;  but  where  persons  coming  from  Connecti- 
cut, and  elsewhere,  were  called  to  assemble  together  and  quit 
their  particular  rights  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  Country 
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against  the  common  Enemy,  such  persons  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered as  coming  within  the  reason  and  equity  of  the  Law,  pro- 
vided they  resorted  to  and  improved  their  respective  rights 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  Conclusion  of  hostilities  in 
the  Country.  But  if  a  Person  claiming  a  right,  and  being 
called  away  for  common  defence  depart  to  a  distant  Country, 
when  his  military  Service  is  over,  and  leaves  his  Ijand  aban- 
doned and  neglected  for  several  years,  this  would  seem  to  us  to 
amount  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  claim,  and  deprive  the  person  so 
neglecting  of  any  right  to  be  considered  as  within  the  Equity 
of  the  Acts  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Coopkr, 
Jn*  Steblb, 
\ym  Wilson. 


Answer  of  the  Comm'rs  under  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799,  respect- 
ing  the  Connecticut  Claimants  within  the  seventeen  totmiships 
of  Luzerne  county ^  to  the  questioiis  of  JT.  Searles,  a  Commit' 
tee  from  the  town  of  Providence, 

Wilkes barre,  June  9th,  1802. 

« 

1.  The  Commissioners  cannot  accept  of  the  Surveys  of  Lots 
made  by  the  Inhabitants  themselves,  because  by  the  5'*'  Sec- 
tion of  the  act  aforesaid,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  ascertain  anil  value  the  Connecticut  Lots.  This 
must  be  done,  therefore,  by  themselves,  or  by  persons  em- 
ployed by  and  responsible  to  the  Commissioners. 

2.  The  Coiiiniissioners  never  interfered  in  altering  any  old 
line  or  boundary,  unless  they  were  compelled  to  make  a  deci- 
sion respecting  a  contested  boundary  between  two  disputing 
claimants.  Whatever  the  Inhabitants  are  agreed  about  their 
Lines,  the  Commissioners  are  always  willing  to  c^use  them  to 
be  run  accordingly. 

3'.  The  Commissioners  Conceive  themselves  bound  by  the  5'^ 
Section  of  the  Law  in  question,  to  confine  their  views  to  those 
rights  and  lots  which  were  settled  prior  to  the  Decree  of  Trenton, 
unless  in  those  cases  when  th<^  Inhabitants,  being  obliged  to 
collect  together  to  defend  the  C!ountry,  they  were  prevented 
from  settling  their  rights  hi  distant  townships.  In  all  those 
cases,  if  the  riglits  wen*  st'ttletl  and  improved  within  some  rea- 
sonable time  after  tlu'  danger  was  over,  the  Commissioners 
think  it  equitable  to  admit  siicli  riaimants. 

But  they  do  not  conceive  themselves  justified  in  extending 
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"•he  Equity  of  the  Law  to  per8on8  who  abandon  and   neglect 
"their  rights  for  many  years  together,  and  who    begin  to  im- 
prove long  after  the  decision  of  Trenton  was  notorious.     The 
persons  who  took  possession  of  their  I.iand  before  the  Decree 
of  Trenton,  and  expended  their  time  and  labour,  and  all  their 
Sustenance,  in  cultivating  and  improving  it,  did  so  under  the 
impression  that  the  Event  of  trial  would  be  favorable  to  the 
Claim  of  Connecticut.     Such  improvers  of  the  Country,  who 
having  embarked  their  all,  would  be  ruined  by  being  driven 
off,  and  who   moreover  defended  the  Country  at  the  risk   of 
their  lives,  are  entitled  to  all  the  Benefits  of  the  Law,  and  to 
be  quieted  in  their  possession  on  the  terms  offered.     But  the 
State  has  no  inducement  to  pass  a  law  in  favour  of  Connecticut 
Speculators,  who  never  embarked  any  property  in  the  improve- 
ment or  defence  of  the  Country,  and  whose  loss  by  the  Decision 
of  Trenton  amount  only  to  a  few  Dollars  at  the  utmost. 

4.  Hence  the  rights  and  Lots,  contemplated  by  the  liaw,  are 
fhose  only  which  were  acquired  by  actual  Settlers  therion, 
^~>rior  to  the  Decree  of  Trenton,  and  whose  right  of  settling 
thereon  was  acquired  under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
^3u8quehanna  Company.  The  case  of  the  Settlers  called  off  to 
^ilefend  the  Country  and  returning  within  a  reasonable  time, 
Korms.an  equitable  exception,  already  noticed. 

5.  The  Claimant  will  be  expected  to  prove  their  title  down- 
^ward,  from  the  !•*  Settler  in  the  original  Draught ;  where  Deeds 

.^u-e  not  produced,  it  will  be  required  that  a  record  should  be 
shown.  Where  Deeds  &  impers  are  lost,  oath  must  be  taken 
of  their  loss  or  destruction,  and  the  best  remaining  evidence 
l)e  brought  forward,  Wliere  Assignments  depend  upon  heir- 
ship, proof  of  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  will  be  demanded. 
Where  a  claim  is  under  a  Will,  the  proViate  of  the  Wife  must 
be  shewn.  Where  the  Claim  is  under  an  order  of  Orphans' 
Court  in  cases  of  Intestates,  the  record  of  that  order,  authen- 
ticated by  the  Register,  must  be  produced.  In  all  cases  the 
best  evidence  that  can  be  produced,  must  be  brought  forward. 

6.  Certificates  will  he  given  without  Delay  to  all  persons  mak- 
ing out  good  titles,  so  soon  as  their  Lots  are  surveyed,  and  a 
return  of  such  Survey  can  be  made  out  and  authenticated. 
Certificates  will  entitle  the  Holders  to  patents,  on  complying 
with  the  Conditions  of  payment  jirescribed  by  the  act. 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
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Tlie  Commisiioners  to  the  aecrelary. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  21,  18CI9l 
Dear  Sir : 

1  send  yoii  the  Applicatfons  of  Daniel  Gore,  Dan.  Hoyt  Mtd 
Sniiinel  Allen,  hnvliii;  the  tueaiiB  of  tranBinitting  them  bf  H'. 
Snowden  uh  fur  ah  Hurrittburgh.  1  have  made  a  memoraDdnm 
on  thu  )>ack  of  Dan'.  Uore'e.  I  take  no  note  ot  Applicatlona 
Htiiit  here,  or  which  I  transmit  to  you,  hecauee  I  have  nothing 
todo  with  them,  officially,  nntil  you  transmit  me  coplen,  which 
or  ooufHe  yuii  will  do  at  your  earlietit  Opportnnlty.  Did  you 
transmit  to  the  tjurr«y.  Uen'.  the  list  ot  Surveys  wanted? 


]  a 


I.  &••■ 


Thouas  Coopbr. 


The  CommitHoners  to  Mr.  Van  Corttcnight 

WilkeHbarre,  June  91,  1803. 
M'.  Van  Cortwrighti 

Sir :  I  do  not  And  that  Numbers  30.  37  and  88,  which  I  pre- 
Hum«  you  mean,  ow  In  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  art"  released.  But 
Philip  Johnston  did  nut  acquire  these  l>y  any  original  agree- 
ment with  the  proprietors,  jf  at  all.  iiQ,  37  &  38  are  in  the  names 
of  David,  Samuel  &  JameM  Johnxton.  Phfllp  Johnston  made 
Ills  original  agreement  for  N'.  18.  It  will  be  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  any  of  these  agreements  are  good,  if  the  purohsse 
money  he  not  paid,  and  the  other  conditions  punctually  Tul- 
fllled ;  but  this  will  be  a  question  before  the  Board  of  Pro- 
I>erty,  between  particular  Claimants  of  tracts  ia  the  Uaoor. 
aud  the  Agent  uf  the  late  proprietors. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Thomas  Coopbr. 


The  Commissioners  to  S.  Jackson. 

Wilkesbarre.  July  8,  1803. 


M'.  S.  Jackson  : 

Sir :  I  shall  be  at  M'.  Caleb  Wright'i 
the  Claims  of  Salem  ami  Huntingdo 
It  tliere  is  any  liiVi-nt"  of  cimtest"  tli 
Township  of  Salem.  I  shall  hoar  an; 
rffufe  timt  part  of  tli.>  Cnneirlieut  I 
myiielt  precluded  from  going  into  any 


of  Huntingdon,  to  take 
I  on  thu  30'*  July.  1803. 
i  actual   Bettlm'   of  the 

Rvhlence  that  goes  to 

tie. 


At  present  I  think.,,,^^      ^ 


tact  relating  to  a  Penn^ 
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sylvania  title,  or  making  a  part  of  it.  But  I  shall  be  open  to 
auything  that  can  be  urged,  pro  or  con,  strictly  relating  to 
the  Conn*  title.     Judge  Fell  has  blank  Citations  with  him. 

Thomas  Coopkr. 


2*hfi  Commission  to  Obadiah  Scott. 

WilKesbarre,  July  8,  1802. 
M'.  Obadiah  Scott : 

Sir :  I  have  to  inform  you  that.  I  shall  attend  on  Tuesday, 
the  20th  of  July,  at  the  house  of  Caleb  Wright  s  in  Hunting- 
don, to  receive  the  Connecticut  Claims  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Salem  and  Huntingdon,  under  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799.  and 
the  liist  Supplement  thereto ;  probably  it  would  be  convenient 
to  the  Committee  of  Huntingdon  to  att^end  toward  the  middle 
of  the  week,  as  it  is  expected  the  hearing  of  the  general  claim 
to  the  Township  of  Salem  may  occupy  a  day  or  two.  I  suggest 
this  merely  to  save  time  in  a  busy  part  of  the  Year.  As  to  my- 
self I  shall  attend  until  a  reasonable  time  is  expired  for  taking 
all  the  Claims. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Priend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper 


The  Commissioners  to  Jamison  and  Beach. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  8,  1802. 

Mess".  Nathan  Beach  and  Alexander  Jamison  : 

Gentlemen:  As  you  are  appointed  a  Committee,  on  behalf 
of  the  town  of  Salem,  I  have  to  inform  vou  that  I  shall  attend 
on  Tuesday,  July  20,  1802,  at  the  house  of  M^  Caleb  Wright, 
of  Huntingdon  township,  to  receive  the  claims  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Salem  &  Huntingdon,  under  the  Act  of  4  April,  1799, 
and  the  further  Supplement  thereto. 

1  think  it  right  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  call  upon  the  Con- 
necticut Claimants  to  make  proof  of  Settlement  prior  to  the 
Decree  of  Trenton,  subject  to  the  limitations  I  have  already 
expressed  in  the  I^etter  given  to  M^  Beach.  If  the  truth  or 
sufficiency  of  that  proof  is  contested,  I  shall  think  myself  hound 
to  hear  any  Evidence  to  the  contrary,  an<i  any  reply  thereto 
which  the  Inhabitants  may  think  i!t  to  make.  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  hear  everything  which  will  bring  out  the  truth. 

I  am,  &^, 

Thomas  Coopbr. 

81— Vol.  XVIII. 
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2%e  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary, 

Wilkesbarre,  July  8,  1803. 
Andrew  Ellicot,  S.  Land  office  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir :  I  should  have  written  in  reply  last  week,  but  I  ex- 
pected some  more  copies  of  applications  by  this  post,  in  which 
I  am  very  sorry  I  am  mistaken. 

Your  objection  to  the  Submissions  of  Tuttleand  Vandeinark 
mig^ht  perhaps  have  been  heard  in  a  Court  of  law,  if  made  by 
an  attorney  on  behalf  of  a  client  of  opposite  interest,  &  whose 
duty,  therefore,  it  would  be  to  seize  every  legal  objection  to 
save  his  Client's  property ;  but  I  am  well  persuaded  a  Court 
would  smile  at  two  advocates,  whose  interests  were  mutual,  if 
they  were  to  misspend  their  time  in  taking  objections  to  mere 
form  gainst  the  proceedings  of  each  other.     All  the  Effect  this 
solemn  deli l)erat ion  of  the  Board  of  Property  has  had  is  to 
make  two  old  Settlers,  turn'd  of  fifty  and  sincerely  desirous  oi 
conforming  to  the  Law,  ride  20  miles,  with*  understanding  why 
or  wherefore.     All    this    may  be   a  very  pleasant  exercise   of 
legal  acuteness  at  Lancaster,  but  it  is  a  very  serious  evil  to  me. 
The  Gentlemen  of  your  Board  have  no  prejudices  to  encounter, 
no  murmurs  to  oppose,  no  complaints  to  answer,  no  opposition 
to  conciliate,  no  well-founded  doubts  among  the  people  to  reply 
to  and  remove.     All  this  most  irksome  and  vexatious  part  of 
the  Business  I  have  daily  &  hourly  to  encounter,  and  most 
heartily  weary  I  am  of  it.     If  therefore  you  increase  all  the  diflR- 
culty  of  settlement,  awaken  the  prejudices  and  suspicions  of  the 
people,  allowing  nothing  for  long  habits  &  ignorance  of  busi- 
ness, by  starting  objections  that  in  no  wise  go  to  the  Substance, 
but  to  the   mere  form  of  proceed*,  you  give  me  very  serious, 
but  very  needless   opposition,  in  a  Duty  which  requires  me  to 
ask  for  and  be  thankful  for  all  the  information  &  assistance  you 
can    afford   me.      I  know  that  your  construction  of   the  act  is 
not  true.     I   drew  up  the  Supplement;  it  was  intended  to  in- 
troduce a  liberal  construction  of  the  law  on  this  Subject.     Had 
such  cases  as  Vandemark's  and  Tut  tie's  been  foreseen  thev  W 
have  been  inserted  ;  Altho'  I  blushed  at  the  necessity  of  writ- 
ing the  Section  to  bring  in  the  Submissions  that  arrived  out 
of  the  time.     The  Governor  thought  it  perfectly  unnecessary 
and   Iliad  hoped  that   no  occasion  would  have  arisen  for  any 
similar  provision,  >o  disgraceful  to  those  who  created  the  nec- 
essity. 

But  if  tht^  objection  to  these  Submissions  be  valid  then  are 
all  the  SubniissioDs  from  702  to  771  invalid  also;  for  they  are 
all  stated  to  l)e  made  under  the  law  of  1709,  whicii  in  re8i>ect  of 
limitation  of    time  is   expired.     Whereas  they  are  in  fact  all 
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made  under  the  Supplement  of  1802,  now  in  force.     They  are 
stated,  therefore,  as  made  under  a  law  not  in  force,  instead  of 
being  under  the  only  act  that  authorizes  them :  thus  might  we 
go  on  to  the  End  of  the  year,  quibbling  upon  mere  points  of 
form,  while  the  people  would  turn  away  disgusted,  and   the 
business  do  worse  than  stand  still.     But  I  shall  make  no  such 
objection,  &  I  am  sincerely  glad  it  cannot   com6  from  your 
Office,  for  the  uiistake  originated  there  and  not  with  the  per- 
sons submitt^.     I  know  how  easy  it  is  to  commit  mistakes,  and 
liow  easily  a  man  who  has  had  experience  of  them  in   himself 
can  now  and  then  excuse  them  in  others,  but  I  ask  for  no 
qnarter  for  mine ;  all  I  beg  is,  be  indulgent  to  the  mistakes  of 
ignorance,  cuid  do  not  frighten  the  people  by  raising  trivial 
objections  to  their  well  meant   acts,  which    they  cannot   see 
fthe  reason  of ;  nor  I  neitiier. 

I  have  received  no  answer  to  my  quere  about  Submission 
S325,  respecting  Henry  Fuetz  and  Daniel  Gore.     I  have  not  re- 
^seived  a  Copy  of  N"*.  117,  Which  I  never  have  seen,  and  which 
1  really  believe  was  omitted  lobe  sent.     But  whether  this  be 
aso  or  not,  do  not  in  future  stop  my  Business  by  refusing  me 
papers,  and  making  me  write  long  letters  in  reply.     If  you  have 
sent  them,  I  will  most  willingly  pay  your  Clerks,  on  being  sat- 
isfied that  it  is  so.     I  hatl  rather  pay  for  all  the  papers  over 
again,  out  of  my  own  }K)ckpt,  than  be  hindered  in  a   business 
which  I  have  set  my  heart  upon  Unishing,  if  possible,  this  Sea- 
son—so far  as  I  am  concerned  in  it ;  and  I  say  without  Scruple, 
tliat  I  expect  the  assistance  of  your  office,  even  to  the  trouble 
3f  a  Duplicate  or  two,  if  by  accident  or  mistake  they  should 
t>e  rendered  necessary. 

I  shall  reply  to  the  observations  from  the  Surv.  Gen^,  Con- 
^«tined  in  your  last,  in  a  separate  Letter  to  him.  I  remain, 
liwith  sincere  respect, 

D^  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooprr. 

With  the  Subm°  of  Grant, I  send  you  a  Certificate ;  he  tenders 
^t  to  me  as  valid.  If  not  valid,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Board, 
^6  relies  on  his  Submission. 


The  Commissioners  to  (he  Sureeyor  General 

Wilkesbarre,  July  10,  1802. 

Samuel  Cochran,  Esq'. ,   Surveyor  General : 
Sir:  In  my  last  to  the   Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  I  re- 
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qiieatHil  luiion);  otht-rx,  copli^f  iit  ih«  fullowiiiK  rtttiirns  of  Sitr*- 
vey: 

Ai>pllcHtioiiN°,  141,  805^ a'.,  JoIinHhaw.I  believn  Lonir  Bottom. 
702.  :»)Ui  -'  John  HuiiuiioiKl. 
731,317     "   Arch^.  Stewart,  lielowtheMoiith  of 

Tu  1 1  k  lian  II  uck . 
731,  ai3    ■■   no  iiiiiiie. 
1,080,277    •■  m    m 
Tlio  above  nrt>  contented  in  tli«  releottit  of  W".  Holmes. 
030,  SMK>,  Joliii  Bourne,  oiiutainiHl  in  iin  application  of  Pho«be 
Stewart,  l>ut  not  reluasuil. 

William  Fhhur,  Adam  Beaver,  by  William  Helmfs,  642,  ISS 
PKrcbea  W".  Webb,  814,  53  ])ercb<jK,  r«lt>aHeil  by  Knoch  Smith. 
When  I  wrote  laot,  the  Ahiteiice  of  M'.  Sainbonrne,  owing  to 
the  ilantfuriiiiM  illnexH  of  hlx  wife,  made  me  include  two  (2,335 
&  3,800)  whinb  we  iiave;  lie  deHires  me,  on  accurate  Search, 
to  say  that  we  have  not  received  any  of  the  alxive. 

But  whethi^r  we  have  or  not,  I  yarnewfly  beKand   request, 
thut  I  limy  be   niiule  debtor  for  every  Duiilioate,  rather  than 
Iiavo   my  Uuxineiui  delayed   for  want  of  papers  that  I  ank  for. 
(iive   init   in  thin  rexpect   the  wime  privilege  tliat  any  one  dse 
liat.     Sr>  in  tlie  itase  of  h^noch  Smitli ;  whether  hJH  release  was 
Bent   forwanl    or  imt  ;  if  I  wanted   the  Surveys,  why  not  Bend 
tliein  til  me?  In  fant  I  liave  put  o(T  tny  Journey toSalem thro' 
press  of  BusineSHliere  till  next  week,  otherwise  I  sh' have  found 
luynelf  on   Monday  next   in  the  inidut  of  a  very  difficult  ques- 
tion, where  they  wonUl  be  necessary  tome.     If  Task  for  dupli- 
cates make  luepay  fi)r  them.  Iff  aitk  for  any  other  Survey,  let_ 
uie  jndi^of  the  necessity  of  it.      I  liea;  this  may  be  understoo^^ 
in  future,  or  I  shall  be  put  to  serious  inconvenience. 
I  am,  with  much  resiwct. 

Sir,  Your  obed'  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooi'kr. 


I'/ie  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesharre,  July  10,  1802. 
Andrew  Ullicol,  By.  Land  OITi.ie; 

Sir:  The  Unclosed  .Vptilieations  have  been  left  in  my  office; 
I  have  taken  no  note  of  their  Contents,  nor  of  any  precedentH 
shewn  to  me,  lienaiisel  do  hot  wan  I  to  know  anything  unless 
oincially,    except  where  I  eannot  hel])  it. 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
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Mr,  Cooper  to  the  tiecretary. 

Huntingdon,  July  26,  1802. 
Dear  Sir . 

I  have  lec^  several  papers,  Submissions,  &*.,  from  y'  office 
which  I  have  not  time  to  examine  at  present,  or  to  say  more 
about  than  to  acknowledge  generally.  Altho'  I  do  not  make 
the  objection  to  them  in  point  of  Law,  to  which  the  Copies 
transmitted  from  your  office  are  liable,  I  do  not  see  why 
they  might  not  have  been  made  Conformable  to  the  originals, 
after  the  objection  was  noticed. 
,1  observe  that  you  mention  having;  sent  Bradley's  Submis- 
sion for  the  3*  time.  I  am  now  at  Wilkesbarre,  with  the  op- 
ix)rtunity  of  Consulting  my  letters,  or  the  transmitted  papers, 
but  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  it  is  not  so ;  For  I  have  learnt 
by  experience,  to  be  at  least  as  distrustful  of  the  accuracy  of 
your  Clerks,  as  of  my  own.  I  hope  the  Copies  transmitted 
clear  up  the  mistake  of  number,  which  I  wrote  about  in  Fuetz's 
and  Gore's  Submission.  The  Application  of  Samuel  Franklin 
he  trends  by  this  post,  he  says  is  useless,  for  it  was  transmitted 
to  your  office  by  Nathan  Beach,  along  with  several  which  were 
left  there,  &  whereof  copies  are  transmitted.  What  order  do 
you  take  on  the  Certificate  of  Hamilton  Grant? 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Mr,  Cooper  to  Mr.  Evan  Owen. 

Huntingdon,  July  26,  1802. 
Mr.  Evan  Owen: 

Sir:  I  have  perused  your  Letter,  and  have  nothing  to  say  in 
reply,  except  that  my  authority  is  confined  to  the  Connecticut 
title,  and  that  the  Pennsylvania  Claim  is  under  the  Jurisdic- 
tion in  the  firot  instance  of  the  Board  of  Property  with  whose 
proi>er  authority  I  shall  not  interfere.  Tlie  Survey'  under  the 
Direction  of  Gen'.  Steele  will  begin  upon  the  boundaries  of 
Salem  this  day,  and  there  isj  no  doubt  but  the  Commissioners 
who  superintend  the  surveying  department  will  h«ar  every- 
thing necesary  to  enable  them  to  do  justice.     I  am,  &*'. , 

Thomas  Cooper. 
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Mr.  Cooper  to  Daniel  Smith. 

Wilkesbarre,  August  20,  1808. 
Daniel  Smith,  E8q^  : 

Dear  Sir:  The  Islauds  opposite  Salem,  are  included  in  the 
original  Grant  of  Salem,  land  aid  out  imrtly  as  public  Lots, 
and  partly  drawn  by  Nathan  Beach ;  the  Islands  opix>8ite  Ply- 
mouth are  claimed  as  lots  originally  laid  out  and  drawn  among 
the  Lots  of  Pymouth,  and  owned  by  Benjamin  and  Baker. 
But  no  satisfactory  title  has  l)een  ma<leout  to  these  Lots;  Jast 
year  they  were  rejected  on  the  ground  of  tiieir  not  having  been 
released  ;  at  iiresent  tlie  title  is  undivided,  till  I  can  examine 
the  original  records  of  the  Grants  of  To\vnshii>8  in  John  Frank- 
lin's  possession.   I  have  appointed  next  month  for  that  purpose. 

The  same  defect  (then  temporary  at  least)  rests  as  to  the 
Kingston  Island,  and  the  Wilkesharre  Island  ;  to  this  Putnam 
t^atlin  lias  a  good  title  if  the  Island  be  included  in  the  original 
Grant  of  the  township.  On  this  head  I  can  as  yet  give  no  de- 
cisive information  or  opinion.  The  small  Island  below  Laoa- 
wanna  called  Benedict's  Island  is  claimed,  and  a  title  made 
go;)d  thereto,  by  J.  Benedict,  as  part  of  a  meadow  lot  in  Pitts- 
town  ;  but  I  have  no  proof  as  yet  of  its  having  been  granted. 

The  (»ther  Island,  called  ScovelVs  Island,  is  in  dispute  be- 
tween Scovell  and  John  Carey,  as  to  one  half  of  it  next  the 
Shore  ;  the  other  half  is  claimed  by  Roger  Searle ;  but  no  title 
made  (mt  to  any  jwirt  of  it. 

Thomas  Cooper. 


M\   <'oop«*r's   Compliments  to  M^  Bowman,  andwishesthe 
(fontlemen    of  the   Bar  would   come  to  some  determination 
resp'tg  the  Appeals,  as  it  is  highly  ex|>edient  in  M^  C' opinion 
that  the  business  should  l>e  put  in  a  train  of  final  Settlement. 
M^  Coojior  is  willing  either  to  leave  the  question  to  the  At- 
torney (xeiuM-al,  or  to  hold  the  Applications  for  Appeals  under 
julviseiiiont  uiHil  next  April  Court,  provided  the  Gentlemen 
of   th»»    Bar  will   untmimously  agree  to  withdraw  the  Appeals 
they  art'  or  may  be  eoneerned  in,  and  try  them  absolutely  be- 
foro  th«'  <N>miiiissi<)nrrs,  either  soon  after  the  Attorney  Qen- 
iTals  opinion  is  known  in  one  case,  or  at  next  April  Court  in 
the  (  :ljer  case;  if  no  alteration,  legislative  or  judicial,  should 
take  j)la  •♦'  in  the  present  State  i>f  the  Law.     Unless  some  agree- 
ment nf  ibis  kniil.  t'ntered  into  by  to  morrow,  M'.  Cooper  will 
think  it  ri^lu  to  ailvt'rtise  his  opinion  in  next  Saturday's  paper, 
and  ailvise  tlu*  parties  ih'>irous  of  trying  to  enteradiscontinu- 
anee  on  the  (.'onii-  on  i^leas  Docket.      Sep'.  2,  1808. 
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Mr.  Cooper  to  Oovernor  McKean. 

Northumberland,  October  20,  1802. 
To  his  Excellency  Thomas  M^Kean,  Governor,  &*., 

Dear  Sir :  I  returned  to  Wilkesbarre  on  Saturday  last,  hav- 
iny^  finished  all  the  Bubstantial  part  of  my  Tour  of  Duty  under 
the  Commission.  Every  claim  of  every  Connecticut  claimant 
under  the  Law  of  1790,  and  the  Supplements  thereto,  has  been 
examined  and  decided  upon,  except  the  cases  of  Townships  re- 
jected, and  Appeals  from  my  Jurisdiction. 

The  Townships  of  Bedford  and  Ulster  were  not  able  to  make 
out  a  title  to  my  satisfaction,  under  the  Susqaeh*  Company, 
and  the  law  of  1799.  I  rejected  therefore  every  applicant 
within  those  Townships.  The  case  of  Ulster  I  was  very  sorry 
for,  lis  tlie  applicants  there  deserve  far  more  for  their  Submis- 
sion to  the  terms  of  the  Law  of  1799  than  in  any  other  Town- 
ship. Ulster  is  the  very  focus  of  opposition,  and  the  applicants 
have  had  to  encounter  much  rancour  and  ridicule  from  their 
opponents.  In  Ulster  live  Franklin,  the  Satterlees,  the 
Spaldings,  the  Binghams,  and  all  the  decided  and  leading  char- 
acters among  the  half-share  men  In  that  Township,  and  there 
alone  will  opposition  rise,  if  at  all. 

Of  the  persons  who  have  applied  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Law 
of  1799  (about  950),  the  proportion  of  ^ths,  as  near  as  I  can 
now  conjecture,  have  exhibited  their  titles.  Of  these  there 
are  16  appeals  to  the  court  of  Common  pleas.  These  appeals 
that  Court,  in  August  last,  determined  they  had  no  power  to 
try,  owing  to  the  disabilities  created  by  the  territorial  act ;  so 
that  unlesH  the  succeeding  legislature  should  makesome  amend- 
ment to  the  Law  in  this  respect,  I  must  perforce  decide  them 
in  May  next.  My  Colleagues  have  not  been  able  to  make  the 
s<ime  progress  in  their  Department,  as  I  have  in  mine,  owing 
to  the  very  many  subdivisions  of  Lots,  disputed  Boundaries, 
marks  effaced,  &«.  The  Townships  of  Braintrim,  Springfield 
and  Claverick  will,  I  am  persuaded,  occupy  them  a  i>art  of 
next  Summer,  and  the  winding  up  of  the  whole  Cannot  be  done 
till  the  close  of  it.  I  see,  however,  no  obstacle  to  our  enabling 
Tou  to  lay  before  the  Ijegislature  of  f  f  J|  a  view  of  the  whole 
business  in  a  finished  State. 

On  my  part  I  sliall  have  yet  to  superintend  1'*,  the  Entering 
up  the  rough  minutes  of  this  Summer's  occupation  in  a  State 
fit  for  future  inspection  and  reference.  2"**-*,  to  decide  the 
AppP",  if  the  territorial  act  be  not  altered.  3*'^,  to  perfect  the 
Entries  of  title,  where  want  of  distant  Deeds  and  Documents, 
yet  to  be  procured,  have  occasioned  trifling  deficiencies,  and 
4*'**\  to  make  out  the  Certificates,  V)Oth  under  the  Connecticut 
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and  the  Pennsylvania  title.  These  may  amount  to  SoO  and 
1,000.  As  there  must  be  a  Draught  of  Survey  annexed  to 
ewh,  under  the  authority  of  my  Colleagues,  vvlio  have  spaied 
no  imins  to  arrive  at  accuracy,  and  also  a  duplicate  Draught 
to  be  returned  to  the  Surveyor  Generars  Office,  much  labour 
must  yet  be  taken. 

I  have  found  a  very  general  and  ^reat  anxiety  among  the 
Connecticut  Claimants,  throughout  all  the  Townships,  who 
by  mistake,  misconception,  ignorance  or  accident,  have  l)eeii 
deprived  or  defeated  of  the  benefits  of  the  law  of  1799,  to  sub- 
mit chearfully  to  the  conditions  olTered  by  the  Jjegislature; 
And  I  am  persuaded  that  all  those  who  have  been  misled  by 
false  misrepresentations  in  the  upper  'TownshiiJS,  will  express 
by  i>etitions  to  that  purpose,  to  the  ensuing  Legislature,  their 
anxious  desire  to  be  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  the  Law 
of  1799.  They  now  see  that  something  will  be  done,  and  that 
the  law  will  be  carried  into  effect,  and  that  the  pretended 
friends  among  the  half  share  holders  have  grossly  deceived 
them.  Whether  the  Legislature  should  agree  or  not  to  thf 
prayer  of  such  petitions,  if  they  come  forward,  these  Symptoms 
of  returning  obedience,  satisfactory  testimonies  of  beneficial 
Effect  from  the  measures  hitherto  taken. 

I  state  to  your  Excellency  these  general  facts,  that  you  may 
select  from  them  such  information  as  you  deem  proper  to  men* 
tion  at  the  ensuing  Session. 

I  propose  submitting  to  your  Excellency  shortly,  a  more  full 
and  i>articular  memoir  on  the  general  state  of  this  dispute  in- 
cluding observations  on  the  policy  to  be  adopted  so  far  as  my 
experience  among  these  people  has  suggested  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  hope  also  to  find  time  to  transmit  some  thoughts  on  the 
coiniuercial  Situation  of  that  part  of  the  Country,  in  connec- 
tion with  Phila(l<»lphia,  which  as  I  know  your  anxiety  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  State  over  which  you 
preside,  I  shall  venture  to  submit,  with  great  deference  to 
your  be  tier  Judgment. 

In  tht^  meant  ime,  1  ivmain,  with  sincere  res i>ect, 

Your  Kxcolh^ncys 

Ol)lige<l  Friend  &  Servant, 

Thomas  Coopkr. 


Mr,  Coopt^r  to  (inrcrnor  McKean, 

Wilkesbarre,  November  lo,  1808. 
Sir:  When    I  w  rot<»  last   to  y' Excellency,   I    promised    some 
farther  informal  ion  on  the  present  State  of  the  Businefts  under 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  48D 

the  Conimissioii,  and  some  observatioiiH  on  the  most  expedient 
method  of  flnishing  the  half  share  controversy,  as  well  as  that 
within  the  Townships.  In  compliance  with  that  promise,  I 
bef^  leave  to  state  general  facts,  from  which  y'  Excellency  will 
be  able  to  draw  conclusions  of  importance  as  to  the  obstacles 
^hich  the  State  has  to  contend  with  in  the  Settlement  of  this 
long  ccmtinued  dispute.  The  taxable  inhabit^ints  of  Luzerne 
County  in  1793,  1,409;  The  returns  of  the  late  Census  make 
them,  2,395;  Hence  the  increase  of  the  County  in  seven  years 
will  be  980. 

This  will  not  allow  for  a  very  great  influx  of  Intruders,  since 
it  is  not  more  than  the  average  increase  throughout  the  State 
between  the  two  periods  of  Census. 

The  largest  Election  in  this  County  was  at  the  time  of  the 
Contest  Vjetween  your  Excellency  and  M^  Ross ;  at  that  time 
you  had  359  votes  and  Ross  979,  making  1,238.  This  year  Ross 
had  080  and  you  had  278,  making  958.  Hence  it  appears  that 
whether  from  Indifference,  or  from  a  population  too  thinly 
planted,  the  inhabitants  of  this  County  turn  out  on  public  oc- 
casions less  than  the  other  Counties  of  this  State;  or  else  the 
real  population  is  overrated. 

Of  this  958  you  will  find  by  the  inclosed  paper  that  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Wyalusing,Wy8ox,  Tioga,  Willing  borough  and  Rindaw, 
in  which  alone  there  is  the  slightest  chance  of  any  active  op- 
position to  the  laws  of  the  State,  furnished  308  voters  ;  of  whom 
106  are  applicants  under  the  present  law,  and  therefore  rea- 
sonably to  be  de<lucted  from  the  number  of  our  opponents. 
Hence  I  cannot  be  far  wrong,  when  I  state  the  utmost  force 
of  the  wild  Yankees,  as  they  are  called,  at  200  men.  These  are 
for  the  most  part  poorand  ignorant,  but  industrious.  Settlers, 
thinly  scattered  over  a  wild  Country,  incited  and  misled  by 
about  half  a  Dozen  Jjeaders,  living  chiefly  in  the  township  of 
Ulster,  viz:  Franklin,  Satterlee,  Spalding,  Dingham,  Flower, 
Kingsbury,  John  Jenkins  of  Exeter,  and  Ezekiel  Hyde,  of 
Willingborough.  In  fact  all  the  active  opposition  is  confined 
to  3  or  4  miles  above  and  so  much  below  Tioga  Point  and  about 
a  dozen  miles  East  and  West  of  it. 

William  Ellis,  of  Muncy,  went  this  Summer  to  survey  in  that 
Country  ;  he  was  warned  by  the  Yankee  Settlers  to  discontinue 
his  Survevs,  and  he  was  obliged  to  retire.  The  people  who  op- 
posed him  were  all  north  of  Sugar  creek,  which  empties  into 
the  Susquehanna  at  the  north  End  of  Claverack  township. 
South  of  Sugar  creek  and  upon  Tawanda  he  was  assisted  by 
the  Settlers.  M'.  Catlin,  of  Baltimore,  also  went  out  this 
Bummer  to  Survey  upon  the  l^ranches  of  Sugar  creek.  The 
Btfttlers  in  Smithfiehl  township  sent  a  party  to  warn  him  to 
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desist,  tho'  they  did  not  find  him.  Your  Excellency  will,  there- 
fore, see  that  there  still  exists  a  spirit  of  lawless  opposition  in 
the  Nei($hborhood  of  the  men  whose  names  I  have  mentioned, 
And  as  I  think,  no  where  else  of  any  consequence. 

That  my  Statement  of  the  numbers  cannot  be  very  wide  of 
the  truth  (tho'  I  am  persuaded  I  have  over  rated  the  force)  will 
appear  from  the  general  fa'*.t  that  the  Applications  under  the 
present  compromising  law  amount  to  1,124,  or  ab<mt  l.OOO  per- 
sons of  the  Seventeen  Townships  so  called.  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  reject  Ulster  and  Bedford,  wherein  the  Applications 
were  3')  and  58,  so  that  I  have  not  examined  any  of  these 
claims.  Out  of  the  other  15  Townships,  I  have  gone  thro*  the 
various  titles  of  740  persons  to  the  present  day  ;  absentees,  de- 
ficient titles,  &^,  will  probably  make  up  the  number  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  a  Certificate  800  before  the  businesses  closed. 
Hence  the  Oonnecticut  Settlers,  about  800  influential  men,  will 
be  divided  from  the  Malcontents,  and  in  case  of  necessity  be 
compelled  to  act  with  us ;  for  whatever  their  opinions  may  be, 
they  will  follow  their  Interest.  Deduct  then,  from  the  wiiole 
number  of  Inhabitants,  the  friends  to  the  compromising  law, 
and  the  Settlers  under  Pennsylvania  title  disputad,  thro'  the 
County  &  the  remainder  cannot  be  many. 

We  shall  be  safe,  therefore,  from  the  above  data  in  taking 
the  utmost  force  of  our  opponents  at  200,  of  whom  I  have  no 
conception  that  one  half  can  possibly  bo  brought  to  act  to- 
gether. Except  John  Jenkins  and  Ezekiel  Hyde,  the  leaders 
live  near  each  other,  with  establishments  and  families,  and  in 
case  of  necessity  might  easily  be  reduced. 

I  mention  all  this,  because  I  lived  in  the  heart  of  the  opposi- 
tion (in  the  Township  of  Ulster)  and  know  pretty  well  their 
Intentions.  Our  success  with  the  people  in  the  Townships 
below,  alarmed  the  half  Share  men ;  they  held  two  meetings 
on  tho  Subject  while  T  was  then*;  andsomebf  the  raoreintelli- 
gent  of  tlie  Connecticut  Clniiuauts  in  that  quarter  hinted  to 
me  their  doubt  whether  Ulster  township  would  be  peacably 
surveyed.  It  is  my  decidt'd  opinion,  therefore,  that  if  any 
violent  luesaures  are  adopted  now,  force  will  be  necessary ; 
wait  a  1*2  month  longer  and  it  will  not.  My  reasons  for  this 
latter  opinion  are  as  follows  : 

I'*.  Tli(»  friends  of  the  compromising  law,  proposed  Rosewell 
Welles  for  th<^  Assembly.  They  were  ridiculously  afraid  of 
opposing  Franklin,  whom  they  now  see  they  could  easily  have 
excluded.  Th<»  half  share  men  agreeil ;  for  they  had  persuaded 
themselves,  and  persuadtnl  the  peopl.*  in  the  upper  townf4iip8, 
that  the  law  of  1701)  was  a  farce  :  that  the  Commissioners  would 
never   venture    far    beyond   Wilkesbarre;    that    the  Settlers 
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would  never  make  out  their  titles,  and  that  our  proceedings 
would  do  them  no  harm.  On  my  arrival  at  Springfield  they 
hat!  a  meeting,  and  another  when  I  came  to  Ulster ;  they  broke 
through  their  <Jompromise  with  Welles*  friends;  they  dis- 
I>atched  Messengers  all  over  the  Country  to  set  up  Jenkins  in 
op|>osition  to  Welles,  and  strained  every  nerve  to  accomplish  it. 
This  has  nearly  brought  the  two  parties  to  an  open  rupture  ; 
their  l3aders  have  had  i>ersonal  altercations,  and  the  friends 
to  the  law  of  1799  are  stigmatized  as  deserters  from  the  common 
cause.  While  in  their  turn  they  declare  that  the  half  share 
leaders  are  no  longer  to  be  trusted  upon  their  word  and  prom- 
ise. The  party  is  splitting  and  the  Breach  will  not  close.  2**''. 
In  Ulster  there  are  33  Settlers  who  have  been  bold  enough  to 
apply  under  the  law  of  1799;  for  whose  sake  I  was  sincerely 
sorry  that  the  Evidence  failed  in  establishing  that  township. 
While  I  was  there  I  was  given  to  understand  that  many  more 
would  have  applied,  had  they  thought  they  could  have  been 
admitted,  in  spite  of  Franklin  and  his  party. 

Among  these  I  have  understood  was  Bingham  one  of  the 
most  determined  of  their  leaders.  They  will  petition  the  en- 
suing legislature,  and  I  sincerely  believe  that  granting  them 
the  same  indulgence  that  has  been  granted  to  the  other  Town- 
ships will  settle  the  dispute.  It  will  be  beating  up  the  Enemy's 
camp. 

3dij  rpY^^  people  in  the  upper  townships  who  were  misled  and 
deterred  from  applying  by  the  misrepresentations  of  the  Ulster 
half  share  men,  are  exasperated  at  being  deceived,  And  many 
of  them  have  applied  to  me  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  the  en- 
suing Assembly.  This  I  have*  done  in  the  manner  you  will  see 
by  the  enclosed  printed  copy. 

4.  The  half  share  men  themselves  are  splitting  and  Ezekiel 
Hyde,  an  infiuential  man  among  them,  is  about  calling  a  meet- 
ing to  apply  a<^ain  to  the  Pennsylvania  Holders  and  offer  rea- 
sonable terms  of  purchase,  independent  of  Franklin  and  his 
Adherents,  whom  they  now  pretend  to  condemn  for  their  im- 
l)roper  violence,  and  the  unreasonableness  of  their  Demands. 

So  that  I  see  everything  likely  to  go  on  during  the  present 
winter  and  the  ensuing  Summer,  to  annihilate  or  to  reduce  to 
insignificance  the  half  share  opposition,  &  if  the  Legislature 
will  lend  u  little  assistance,  by  continuing  for  another  12  month 
the  plan  of  conciliation,  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  force  may 
be  done  awav. 

But  if  the  business  be  not  aided  by  a  little  management  in 
the  way  I  mention  so  as  to  countenance  the  Seceders  from  the 
half  share  men,  instead  of  throwing  them  back  upon  their 
party,  I  am  satisfied  that  more  than  a  Year  from  the  end  of 
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the  next  Session  ouglit  not  to  pass  away  without  a  force  ap- 
pointed sufficient  to  crush  at  once  every  opfiosition,  and  drive 
the  half  share  leaders  forever  out  of  the  State.  The  half 
measures  of  dividing;  the  County  will  not  in  niy  opinion  answer 
the  purpose.  Like  nuiiiy  other  laws  passed  on  this  Subject  it 
will  exasperate,  but  not  intimidate.  My  Colleagues,  I  believe, 
think  otherwise.  Hut  I  do  not  see  that  changing  the  name  of 
the  County  in  which  these  people  live  can  make  any  difference. 
They  will  still  have  the  same  inducements  to  hold  their  ix>88e8- 
sious  in  opposition  to  the  law,  and  nothing  but  address  in  divid- 
ing them,  or  force  in  comi>elling  them,  will  ultimately  be  ef- 
fectual. 

Indeed  I  know  of  no  way  of  making  the  County  of  Luzerne 
permanently  useful  to  the  State  but  by  encouraging  New  Enj; 
land  Settlers  under  the  Pennsylvania  title.  The  Pennsylva- 
nians  will  never  settle  such  a  country.  The  Philad*  Land- 
holders who  are  infatuated  as  to  the  value  of  th'  J<and8,  may 
induce  the  Legislature  to  make  the  Country  a  desart  &  keep 
it  so;  but  less  time,  less  trouble,  and  less  Ex  pence  w*.  make  it  a 
Garden.  Yet  if  measures  of  conciliati<m  do  not  produce  the 
Effect  within  a  12  m°.  better,  it  were  that  the  Country  should 
be  a  Desart  than  a  continual  hot  bed  of  lawless  opposition  and 
Insurrection.  But  I  sadly  begrudge  such  an  exertion  for  the 
sake  of  the  P".  Speculators.  They  have  little  claim  uix>n  the 
State,  for,  independent  of  the  speculating  transactions  of  1792 
and  170:J,  out  of  upwanls  of  7.">0  applications  of  17G9  in  this 
County,  not  more  than  101  are  i)atented  or  paid  for. 

As  my  Colleagues  see  all  my  Communications  with  y*^  Excel- 
lency,  tlu^  facts  I  t^tate  may  be  considered  as  our  joint  rejxjrt. 
I  shall  endeavour  To  fulfil  the  other  part  of  my  promise  upon 
the  internal  communication  for  (,V)mmerce  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  as  soon  as  I  can  lay  together  such  pjirtsof  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  States  as  are  necessary  to  shew  the  Connection. 

In  mean  time,  I  remain, 
Your  Kxcellenys  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Coopku. 


Mr.   ('<)()/)(./'  to  (i(tctniur  ^fcKvan. 

Northumberland,  January  18,  1^3. 

To  liis  Excellency  Tbo".  McKean,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  havti  received  a  letter  from  .Judge  Fell  rtsspecl- 
ing  a  <listurl)ance  at  Wyalusing  Creek,  out  of  the  17  townshipF, 
of  which  as  usual  more  will  be  made  than  the  thing  deservef*. 
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^.lio'  it  is  bad  enough.     The  situation  of  the  disturbance  is  at 

-^lie  Foriis  of  the  creek  in  the  Yaniiee  township  called  Allens- 

lJK>rough,  as  markcnl  on  the  map  which  I  transmitted  to  your 

ilxcelleiicy  some  time  a{;o.     It  arose  from  a  Drunken  Ohrist- 

oas  frolic,  and  from  private  revenge  against  Hinds  as  well  as 

rom  irritation  at  his  informing  against  so  many.     You  have 

leard,  of  course,  that  the  Sheriff  and  Coroner,  unattended, 

ook  G  in  custody  without  resistance,  and  made  them  find  se- 

Miritv  for  their  Associates  to  the   number  of  38.     I  went  to 

unbury  to  M^  Roberts,  who  acts  as  Attorney  General,  &  I  sent 

"up  to  M'.  Daniel  Smith,  of  Milton,  who  is  employed  (or  was 

«o)  bv  the  Pennsvlvania  Claimants.     But  M'.  Roberts  is  seri- 

ously  ill  of  a  cold,  and   his  wife  is  expected  every  hour  to  be 

brought  to  bed ;  he  sent   up  to  M'.  Bowman,  of  Wilkesbarre, 

indictments   founded  on   the   Depositions,  with    directions  if 

necessary  to   remove  the  cases  by  Certiorari  into  the  Circuit 

Court. 

As  to  M'.  Sm.th  he  expects  no  remuneration  from  bis  Clients, 

and  a.s  the  roads  are  very  bad  he  declined  going.     However  as 

Judge  Rush  will  not  be  there,  nothing  is  now  neecssary  but  to 

Hend  up  the  Bills,  and  bind  over  the  i^arties  and  Witnesses  to 

tlie  next  Court.     It  is  worth  remarking  that  this  riot  is  on  a 

Settlement,  which  I  understand  is  governed  by  E.  Hyde  in  a 

S'l'eAt  measure,  and  a  Jabez  Hyde  is  at  the  head  of  the  ineet- 

i  ng.      But  I  am  fully  i)ersuaded  that  this  is  nothing  more  than 

*x  mere  local  disturbance,  an  Ebullition  of  anger  owing  to  the 

fiiine.sof  Liquor  more  than  to  any  permanent  or  systematic  Oj)- 

X>o8ition,  of  which   kind  nothing  yet  has  occurred,  and  I  am 

pretty  sure  I  shall  soon  hear  of  it,  if  any  thing  of  the  kind  is  in 

«^V^itation. 

I    think  from  my  Communications  to  your  Excellency,  it  will 
.sp|>ear  that  I  am  sincerely  anxious  at  all  events  to  get  rid  of 
^his  unpleasjint  Business;  my  opinion  is  decided,  that  altho' 
■it  may  be  prud»^iit  for  the  Legislature  to  enable  your  Excellency 
to  raise  u  part  of  the  militia,  and  employ  them,  if  you  see  oc- 
casion, yet  the  actual  employment  of  them  till  the  issuing  of 
Certificates  to  the  Claimants  under  the  law  of  1799  are  com- 
pletely detached  from  the  half  share  men,  would  be  imprudent 
and  premature.     The  instant  Certificates  are  given  out  in  the 
townships  and  a  few  i>atents  are  obtained,  there  will  be  a  de- 
cided opposition  of  interest  and  of  Conduct  between  the  two  sets 
of  Connecticut  (.-laimants,  and  I  should  not  doubt  at  all  but 
the  people  in  the  townships  would   be  effectual  to  quell  any 
disturbance  out  of  it.     These  Symptoms  of  irritation  among 
the  half  share  holders   are    manifestly  owing  to  their  feeling 
themselves  directed  by  the  other  class.     The  next  Season  must 
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aD<l  will  flnish  thiH  buHinttse,  and  then,  em  I  h&ve  Bald  before, 
I  ehoiild  have  no  objection  tu  8ee  every  intruder  turoed  out 
hy  force  and  prohibited  from  any  future  entrance  into  this 
Btat«.  yo  PenuK*  Claimant  would  be  the  advocate  of  luore 
decided  measureii  thun  myself,  but  I  cannot  be  more  8atlBa«d 
of  my  ExlHtcnoti  than  of  the  pru<leniw  of  my  present  and  former 
re  prt-sentat  1<  ins. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  In  the  Lei[ia1ature  the  imprudent  pressar.] 
of  the  biiHineHS  against  Franicliii.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  the  Leg- 
iHlatiire  that  h<9  reuiainH  in  liiH  s^ut,  but  as  yut  there  Ik  no  con- 
viction, and  It  furiiialieb  reason  for  Cavil  when  prooeeilinBR  are 
thus  premature  ;  till  the  nt<it  Circuit  Court  judgment  ean  be 
passed,  &  even  then  he  liaa  hja  4  days  to  move  for  a  new  trial 
or  in  arrest  of  Judgment.  These  are  clroumatances  that  evi- 
dently furnish  objeotions  to  the  proceedings  in  the  Legislature. 
My  former  letters  g^vo  your  Excellency  uiy  Ideas  of  the  dan- 
geroiiNiufluenceof  thisMan  ;  iiorshouid  any  legal  orteohnleal 
ol>jec.tions  prevent  me  from  expelling  him  and  his  Associates, 
whom  I  have  named  out  of  the  State  the  instant  the  township 
bnsineiw  was  settled:  but  we  should  furnish  as  yet  no  good 
grounds  for  objections  against  the  fairness  of  our  Legislative 
proceei  lings. 

1  understand  that  the  iiuusii  is  going  to  alter  the  last  law 
on  this  ItuHlness,  by  deoluring  Ion); settled  I'ennHvlvania  traets 
witliin  the  Townshiiw  niit  subject  to  the  provisions  of  tliat 
Supplement.  If  so,  they  will  legislate  about  nothing,  for  there 
will  not  lie  a  case  in  all  the  Townships  to  which  such  a  Law 
can  apply.  There  are  no  cases  except  the  following  that  can 
KUgicest  such  a.  Iiaw  : 

1.  On  WyalnsingCreelcapartof  theOranttoJobChilloway, 
the  Indian,  was  purchased  by  a  M^  Pauhlini;.  His  Sons  are 
now  settled  on  the  iwrt  so  purchased,  and  there  has  for  years 
I>een  full  acquiescence  on  the  ju^rt  of  the  Connect ieut  Clai  m- 
anlH,and  no  pretence  of  tit  1b  to  Paulding's  landset  lip  before  nie. 

2.  In  Salem,  there  Is  a  tract  of  Land  settled  by  the  Assignee 
of  Lee,  who  keejw  the  Ferry  about  17  nilles  on  this  side  of 
Wi]kesl>arre.  and  whicii  is  c1aime<l  iiy  the  Connecticut  owners 
of  Lolls.  The  present  possesNor  under  Lee  cunie  to  nie  to  ex- 
hibit hJM  title.  I  nsked  him,  do  "von  claim  underthe  Susque- 
"hanna  Company?"  "No."  Then  I  i-ejilied,  "I  have  nothing  to 
"do  wit  it  yciur  title,  whetlier  it  l)e  gond,  biwl,  or  indifferent; 
"my  Jurisdiction  extends  no  farther  ihiin  (he  investigation 
"of  Connecticut  titles  and  iliwiiu  tes  between  Conneotieut  claim. 
'onts."  tiut  without  carini;  wlielher  this  man's  title  was  gooil 
orliail,  I  have  rejecled  the  Connecticut  ritletotbesame  Land, 
upon  the  ground  that  tlie  clainiauts  under  the  tjuequehanna 
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Company  look   no   measures  to  dispossess  this  man  for  near 
twenty  years;  that  they  did  not  pursue  their  claim  by  any  of 
the   means  in  their  power,  and  that  their  acquiescence  in  this 
man's  improvements,   without  taking  any  regular  steps  to 
ascertain  their  rights,  debarred  them  from  any  claim  now; 
i;hat  keeping  their  claim  substantiallydormanrsolong  amounts 
't.o    le^l  fraud.     That  this  is  n^rreeable  to  the  course  of  deci- 
sions in  this  County  on  dormant  titles,  &  the  Dictum  of  Lord 
!Biansfield,  as  reiK)rted  by  Judge  Lawrence  in  Rex  t;'.  the  In- 
liiabitants  of  Butterton,  0  term  Rep.  55(1.     If  the  present   pos- 
^leflsor  has  a  good  title,  of  which  I  know  nothmg,  the  Land  will 
li>elong  to  him,  and  if  not,  it  will  belong  to  the  State. 

3'.  In  the  same  township  of  8alein  is  a  tract,  long  settled  by 
^>ne  Smithers,  which  I  believe  will  come  under  the  same  cir- 
^3u instances,  and  be  decided  in  the  same  way. 

4".  In  Salem  is  another  tract,  adjoining  the  Town  of  Berwick, 
originally  taken  out  in  the  name  of  'William  Patterson,  and 
belonging,  as  I  understand,  tosonio  person  in  England,  on  this 
tract  6  or  7  years  past,  as  appeared  before  me  in  Evidence  at 
Salem,  some  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Berwick,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  absence  or  carelessness  of  the  owner,  made  im- 
provements. The  improvements  so  made  by  Pennsylvania 
Intruders,  on  the  property  of  an  absentee,  and  which  were  not 
pretended  to  be  a  sufficient  foundation  of  title  ot  any  kind,  did 
not  appear  to  me  any  reason  for  objecting  to  the  Connecticut 
claim  to  the  same  Land.  I  therefore  took  no  notice  of  them. 
The  owner  of .  the  Land  has  made  no  objection,  or  insinuated 
anything  respecting  it ;  nor  has  any  i>erson  whatever,  claiming 
under  him.  I  had  nothing  to  do,  as  I  conceive,  with  any  Im- 
provements made  by  Pennsylvania  intruders  from  the  town  of 
Berwick. 

5.  A  i>art  of  the  town  of  Berwick  stands  on  a  tract  of  Land 
taken  up  under  Pennsylvania  by  Evan  Owen,  who  laid  out  that 
town,  and  who,  I  understand,  is  now  at  Lancaster  making  his 
Complaints  on  this  Subject,  and  who,  to  my  knowledge,  most 
egregiously  exaggerates  the  importance  of   the  case,  as  will 
soon    be  perceived.     A  part  of  this  tract,  and  the  town  of 
Berwick,  is  included  in  the  Ijines  of  Salem  ;  General  Steele,  M^ 
Wilson  and  myself  directed  M'.  Sambourne,  the  Surveyor,  to 
lenn  out  the  lines  of  interference.      They  can  give  evidence 
respecting  it ;  M'.  Sambourne's  return  to  me  makes  the  busi- 
ness quite  insignificant;  but  whether  more  or  less,  I   had  to 
<lecide  upon  principles  that  have  no  relation  to  the  Quantum 
^f  the  dispute. 

1  held  this  case  under  advisement,  on  the  following  ground  : 
.  It  appeared  in  evidence  Ijefore  me,  by  the  voluntary  deposi- 
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tioii  (it  Evan  Owen  liliiiHelf,  that  be  iiiiulti  liiH  Goinineno«iiient 
of  Hettli-iiiuiit  on  tliit  IriLct  of  Litiiil  wlittroon  tba  Town  of  Ber- 
wick iKiw  Htuiidti  nil  tliK  IG'"  day  at  May,  17S7,  the  (^onilrmiiui 
ijiiw  liarinit  |>tUMi>il  on  thi>  'i'"'  tiny  of  March  prHOeiliug.  Itap- 
IKHtrttd  III  iiiu  thtit  tho  roiillriiiliiK  Law  WRM])ub]iauDd  Ittgal 
tiiilicu  tuliiiiKif  an  opiKMitu  and  oldnr  titlu  then  rvcofcnl zed 
\>y  tlie  Iji^Klnlaliiiv,  &  Umt  he  nettlud  at  bin  peril.  Ho  took  ap 
tlid  J.itnd  and  li»  tti!ttl«<d  it,  kiiiiwiuKof  nprticudeut  lltl«.  This 
iiidiicfd  till!  to  K'^'t-'  it  further  CoiiHlderatloii  heforij  I  lidiiiitted 
M'.  nweiiH  ohjei^lioiiH.  Tliia  fiirthur  Uoiiitiderntiun  is  now  no 
K>iii;i'r  Ni-ci-SHary.  ah  thu  CiniiK^cticiit  (IhumuiilM  of  tliiu  Land 
havK  iiiitliorJXHil  me  to  say  that  in  whatever  wuy  I  (letariiiln« 
thu  <iiifHtioii,  they  are  dxtilroiiH  that  in>  olistaole  xhould  be 
thrown  hi  thii  wuy  of  lht>  Coin  pro  iiiixiiiK  l^aw  oh  it  now  BtAnds. 
and  thiTcforit,  they  will  Klady  ri<leiir>i>  to  llie  Stale  evury  part 
of  tlii'ir  C.'onnt-etic.iit  H^ht  that  hiterfereH  with  tlie  Town  of 
Uiirwick.  If  therefore  M'.  Owen  hiwt  a  good  title  to  the  Land, 
li>t  hini  make  it  out  a.n  a|;aiiiHt  the  State. 

llrni-e  your  Kx.-.tllenny  will  piiroelvB  that  Ihe  LeffiBlature  ia 
In  diiiiKcr  of  ll^fiitiii^  aShiKlnw;  of  ocoupyinK  their  tiins  and 
fwellintc  the  Btatnte  Jiook  with  »  Law  that  relates  to  nothing. 
1  um  aiixioiiHly  ungiif^fHl  hern  in  Ri'tliiitr  otit  the  Oertitlcnten 
of  WilkeHbarre,  anil,  tlierefore,  I  do  not  no  to  Lancottter  till  I 
can  lirint;  tlieni  with  nii> ;  but  oiirely  niK>n  all  thin  Uuriinetm  of 
liii/.erne  t'ounty,  ami  Miirely  u|>on  all  that  relates  to  my  own 
IH'oiiliar  de[>artment  and  Coixbirt,  it  is  worth  while  for  the 
(!on:niitt«<  or  ttie.boiiHo  to  order  my  attendance  and  examine 
nie  hefori'  they  proceed  di-flnitively  to  past  a  luw  on  the  Siib- 
jent.  1  Kliall  certainly  III  tend  on  tin-  earlicat  information  ;  biit 
while  I  am  iiHeriilly  &  almoxt  indixpentiibly  employed  here,  I 
do  not  wane  to  wante  my  time  on  any  Hpeoulatiou  of  my  pros- 

I  winli  it  niu-b  a  law  ix  iti  contemplation,  that  these  faots  and 
remarku  could  lie  hoiui-Ilow  made  known  to  the  houxe  ;  and  I 
would  hi'fj  leave  aJHo  to  HiitfUeHt  thai  i(  any  rBsi)hition  is  to  be 
made  on  the  Inlriisioti  ImtiineHH  of  Lu/.erne,  It  oufcht  to  be 
Kronnded  not  only  on  what  |«issii'd  with  ren|H'ct  liiSniithers  and 
HlnUs.  but  that  Information  of  William  Kllin.  of  Uunoy,  and 
of  M',  lialnl,  of  I'otMBrnvi',  in  cHscnlially  npccsKiiry.  The  two 
latter  can  kIv."  more  lifjlil  into  the  conduct  and  vlewB  of  thrt 
half  share  men  llian  any  jH-rsons  out  of  the  €omm'"°.  M'.  Baird 
ban  lately  lieen  nurveyinif  I'ennHvlvanin  tracts  in  WyaliisliiK. 
His   Kvidence  &   M'.  Elli«'s  wdl   corroborate  n.y  present   and 

Wi-liinif  my  Colleagues.  (General  Steel.-  imd  M'.  Wilson,  to 
Ih- acquainted  with  the  Contents  of  this  letter,  I  have  taken 
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i 
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the  liberty  of  transmitting  it  to  your  Exoellenoy  through  them. 
I  remain  with  great  respect, 

i'our  Excellency's 

faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Coopbr. 


Mr,  Cooper  to  Gen,  John  Steelt. 

June  ir,.  1803. 
General  John  Steele: 

Dear  Sir :  I  see  plainly  that  unless  we  proceed  to  finish  one 
township  at  a  time,  no  certificate  to  the  Connecticut  Claimants 
can  issue  this  year.  If  all  the  protections  are  first  to  be  done, 
and  to  be  done  by  Sam  bourne  alone,  and  the  Subdivisions 
afterwards  run  out,  there  will  be  no  time  to  issue  Certificates  : 
for  before  this  can  be  <loue  my  departm^  will  be  at  a  stand. 
Whereas  if  one  township  at  a  time  is  finished,  and  the  Certifi- 
ciites  made  out  and  issued,  the  people  will  l>e  more  contented, 
and  we  can  all  have  full  employment.  I  do  hope  you  will  agree 
to  let  us  go  on  untl  issue  at  once  the  Certificates  of  Wilkes- 
barre,  and  the  other  settling  towns,  before  the  remote  town- 
ships are  begun.  I  am  sure  too  that  you  must  have  assistance 
in  your  department ;  unless  we  do  something  early  about  the 
Certificates  we  shall  get  into  discredit  with  the  people  now, 
and  the  Legislature  hereafter.  I  am  certain  as  I  am  of  my  Ex- 
istence that  the  Business  can  be  done  this  Summer,  but  not  on 
the  plan  you  are  pursuing.  Sam  bourne  says  you  are  in  doubt 
about  issuing  Certificates  comprizing  more  than  one  lot  in 
each.  This  question  was  put  by  me  to  the  Board  of  Property 
when  I  shewed  them  Major  Ross's  certificate,  which  had  three 
distinct  claims  hiid  together  and  certified  together.  They  were 
of  opinion  that  if  one  Connecticut  Claimant  was  the  owner  of 
several  contiguous  lots,  they  might  all  be  included  in  one  Cer- 
tificate an<l  patent,  if  the  contents  were  not  more  than  the 
usual  quantity  of  a  Pennsylvania  patent,  viz.  400  acres;  at  any 
rate  let  them  make  the  objection  ;  if  they  make  it,  I  shall  ac- 
cede to  it  and  I«»t  tliem  take  the  responsibility.  But  in  fact  it 
is  a  question  which  I  consider  as  settled  by  the  Board. 

While  I  was  at  Lancaster,  I  had  a  dispute  with  the  Register 
and  Comptn»ller  about  the  allowance  o{  accounts  of  Expence 
up  the  river.  We  agreed  to  leave  it  to  you  and  M^  Wilson. 
I  went  to  seek  for  you,  but  you  had  returned  home.  M'.  Wil- 
son told  me  afterward  in  confidence  that  you  had  already  seen 
the  accounts  in  M'.  D ufTl eld* s  possession,  and  had  previoasly 
33— Vol.  XVIII. 
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given  an  opinion  of  thero ;  If  ho,  it  would  not  be  right  to  trou- 
ble yiiii  with  thum  now.  Bu  ho  good  an  to  Inform  me  if  thiube 
tht!  cmte  or  not.  If  not.  I  Khali  uBk  you  to  give  yuur  opinion 
uftcr  hearing  JtKlge  Fell  and  me.  But  If  you  have  given  an 
opinion,  I  xhall  not  trouble  yuu  on  thu  Subject  now. 
1  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Prltiud  and  Servant, 

Thouah  Cooprk. 
Inquired  of  M'.  PrieBtly  whether  M'.  Kennedy,  the  printer, 
could  ooDveuleutly  discharge  your  nuoouut;  he  itaid  Kennedy 
would  have  money  coining  to  him  very  soon.  If  you  would 
write  to  Kennedy  to  transmit  you  an  order  on  M'.  Priestly  it 
would  be  diHoharged  at  onoe. 


3fr.  Cooper  to  Thomas  Samboiirne. 

Wilkeabarre.  June  80.  IMS. 
ThomaH  Samboume,  Esq'.  : 

Sir:  In  makingout theOertiffoateeof  theTownshlpH,  Wllkec- 
Irtirre  for  inBtauce,  attend  flret  to  my  pencil  inarkH  on  tht*  dii- 
[>lioitte  returnu  of  Survey.  Tlien  let  every  Cert iflrate  be  <^r- 
amine<i  with  the  Submission,  tu  Hee  that  earh  (.'lainiant  Iibh 
applie<l  anil  taken  oath  of  Hingle  title  for  the  land  eertllled, 
■■ither  as  included  In  hie  own  application  or  as  Aasignee  of  a 
former  Applicant.  Where  the  land  certified  is  more  than  the 
quantity  covered  by  the  Applicntion  take  earn  to  make  a 
memorandum  In  pencil  on  the  Back  for  my  perusal, or  elst>  make 
out  a  List.  Uo  nothing  until  the  Certificates  are  out. 
I  am.  *■., 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
Insert  the  Quality  in  the  Duplicate  fiiirveys. 


Mr.  Ccoper  to  Oeori/e  IhiJJiehl. 

WllkeslMirre.  July  3,  \mi. 
ne<irKe  Duffield,  Esq'.,  Lancaster; 

Kir:  As  I  expect  an  answer  from  M'.  Hryan,  probably  coln- 
<d<h'i>t  with  yonra,  I  shall  defer  my  .[oint  answer  till  1  reoeivt'  it. 
I  nuist  be  in  Niirthumberland  on  this  day  week,  where  the  \Hi»i 
day  from  Lancastrr  Ih  two  ilays  earlier  than  here;  I  sliall 
(■iiquirc  there  for  a  letter  from  Lftnciister,  but  should  M', 
Dryan's   answer  he  directed  heru  I  shall   not  have  an   opimr- 
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t/iinity  of  replying  by  the  same  post.     I  shall  have  no  objection 
to  your  proposal,  if  W.  Bryan  has  none. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Thoiias  Cooper. 


Mr.  Cooper  to  Qen,  John  Steele. 

July  27,  1808. 
General  John   Steele: 

Sir :  M'.  Taylor  and  myself,  considering  what  you  mentioned 
respecting  assistance  to  M^  Sam  bourne  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pediting the  Certificates,  find,  1*S  That  Assistance  is  necessary 
in  the  protracting,  which  in  our  opinion  M^  Haines  can  be 
profitably  employed  in,  with  occasionally  assisting  in  the  cal- 
culations. 2.  That  Geo.  Bowdery  also  wants  assistance,  for 
which  purpose  we  have  recommended  M^  Sambourne  to  em- 
ploy Jos.  Wright,  who  will  fill  up  the  writing  p^rt  of  the 
Draughts  &  Certificates.  3.  It  is  also  probable  that  by  and  by 
^the  assistance  of  one  additional  person  in  the  calculations 
alone,  for  which  purpose,  unless  M^  Sambourne  can  get  some 
one  better,  W.  John  Cooper  maybe  considerably  employed  in. 

On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  all  these  persons  ought 

to  work  under  the  direction  of  M\    Sambourne,  and  with  hirf 

assistance  we  shall  probably  get  through.     We  suggest  these 

for  your  Consideration. 

And  are,  &^ , 

Thomas  Coopkr. 


Mr.  Cooper  to  John  R.  Coates. 

August  19,  1803. 
John  R.  Coates,  Esq'.  : 

Sir:  The  CommisMoners  here  will  thank  you  for  early  in- 
formation on  the  following  Subject,  in  which  the  proprietary 
Elstate  is  interested. 

N**.  34  and  35,  in  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  sold  in  1772  to  George 
and  Martin  Ryerson,  under  agreem"  executed  as  per  the  oflflcial 
^•opy  transmitted  to  us,  has  been  released  to  the  State  by  first 
the  proprietors,  2  by  the  heirs  of  Charles  Stewart,  deceased, 
and  is  also  claimed  3*''  by  M".  Kerr,  under  a  Deed  of  1774  from 
Thomas  Lowrey,  who  has  paid  the  money.  How  much  has 
been  paid,  and  whom  do  you  consider  entitled? 

I  am,  in  Behalf  of  myself  &  the  other  Comm'rs, 

Yours,  A''., 

Thomas  Cooper. 
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Mt.  Cooper  to  D.  H.  Conytigham. 

Wilkesbarre.  Auifuet  ID,  180S. 
D.  H.  Conynghain,  Eoq'.  : 

Sir;  I  obiterve  tliat  M".  34  and  85  in  the  Manor  oi  Stoke,  re- 
Inaxtjd  by  the  late  M'.  CharlttB  Stewart,  are  aldo  claimed  by  a 
H".  Kerr,  under  a  De«d  of*Conveyaiioe  miffioiuntly  deiwriptive 
of  the  Year  1774,  (rom  Tlioitiaa  Lowry.  I  Xieg  or  you  to  write 
to  M'.  Btt>wart,  of  Fleiidngton,  an  the  I/onda  eo  releaaed  oao- 
not  be  certified  in  hiti  favor. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Bervant, 

Tboha»  Coopbb. 


Mr.  Cooper  tc  Antlumy  Morrit. 

November  4".  1908. 
Sir:  The  trant  of  Land  inentfont-d  in  your  letter  to  me  of 
AugiiHt  10.  1803,  taken  up  in  the  name  of  Aaron  Dean,  is  not 
witliin  the  Bounds  of  any  of  the  Seventeen  Townships,  nor  has 
it  been  released  to  the  State.  Nothing  can  he  done  reflpeoting 
it  under  the  Commission  of  April  4,  ITtfB,  It  not  being  within 
our  Jurisdiction.  Since  1  received  your  Letter  by  M^  RobertB 
I  have  been  confinetl  by  Kevere  Illness,  otherwise  I  ahonld  have 
uuKwered  immediately,     I  am,  &°., 

Thomas  Coopkk. 
TuAntliouy  Morris,  Merchant,  Philadelphia. 


The  Commissioners  to  Governor  McKean. 

Wilkesbarre,  November  16*.  1808. 

Sir:  Preeiitning  you  will  require  information  to  lay  before 
the  house  respecting  the  progreHs  of  our  Coininlsaion,  we  take 
the  lilwrtyof  inforuiing  you  that  everything  dependant  on 
the  (wrsonal  exertions  of  Die  Commissioners  is  llnislied  ;  tliat 
ia,  every  (Connecticut  title  is  taken  and  recorded  ;  every  Con- 
necticut dispute  among  the  claimants  has  been  heard  nnd 
settled;  every  township  has  Ix'eii  run  ont.  and  every  lot  and 
siib<livislon  in  every  township  lin»  been  ascertained,  surveyed 
and  valueil. 

Of  the  Hfteen  Townsliips  whose  title  hot)  been  CHtablished  as 
comiuK  witliin  thi'  perview  nf  the  Aflts  on  the  Subject,  cerij. 
fleates  are  made  out,  and  will  Issue   before  the  meetiug  of  the 
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Assembly,  for  Wilkesbarre.  Kingston,  Plymouth,  Hanover, 
Newport,  and  Salem,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Connecticut  Claim- 
ants and  some  of  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants;  Others  of  the 
latter  clas«}  appear  to  us  liable  to  exceptions,  which  will  re- 
quire deliberation  before  they  are  issued.  We  contemplated 
that  every  thing  relating  to  the  Commission  would  have  been 
closed  next  Spring,au  suggested  in  our  reports  to  the  Legislature 
last  Session,  but  the  number  of  the  Draughts  and  other  Doc- 
uments to  be  made  out,  entered  and  compared,  and  the  accu- 
racy necessary  to  prevent  Mistakes,  makes  the  business  of  the 
Clarks,  and  the  duties  depen<lant  u|K)n  them,  so  much  more 
tedious  than  we  expected,  that  it  will  probably  be  the  end  of 
May  before  all  the  Certificates  are  issued.  You  will  have  the 
Satisfaction,  however,  of  seeing  the  business  is  drawing  to  a 
Close. 

We  have  also  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that  among  the 
persons  Usually  called  half  share  holders,  from  eighty  to  a 
hundred,  have  made  agreements  and  taken  Deeds  under  the 
Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  the  land  they  Occupy  ;  and  we  be- 
lieve these  people  generally  begin  to  see  their  true  interest  and 
feel  anxious  to  i>rocure  the  title  of  this  Commonwealth.  In- 
deed the  great  Obstacle  at  present  is  the  uncertainty  of  the 
Pennsylvania  title  in  that  jmrt  of  the  County,  which  is  out  of 
the  bounds  of  the  17  Townships.  Your  Excellency  will  see  by 
the  inclosed  Advertisement  that  we  have  pledged  ourselves  to 
the  peoyile  here,  to  carry  into  effect  the  representations  we 
make  in  the  present  Communication. 

We  are,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

faithful  friend  and  Servants, 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
J.  M.  Taylor. 

P.  S. — We  have  written  to  Gen^  Steele  to   request   him  to 

Apply  to  your  Excellency  for  a  Warrant  for  $ to  pay  off 

some  Arrearages  &  Supply  the  persons  employed  during  the 
Winter. 


77ie  Commissioners  to  Gen,  John  Steele. 

Wilkesbarre,  Dec'.  31'S  1803. 
Dear  Sir : 

We  have  just  received  your  letter,  but  as  you  must  well 
know  it  will  be  impossible  to  give  any  Accurate  Answer  to  the 
Townships  not  yet  protracted  and  calculated  before  we  leave 
this  place;  the  Certificates  of  Wilkesbarre,  Plymouth,   King- 
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>|(»ii,  Huiiov«'r,  N«'\vp()it  ami  Siilriii  will  hr  IsmumI,  aiid  to  tlK>s«» 
w  •  can  t  lion  I  laiisiiiii  u>«*t  HI  1  nlOiiiial  i«»ii  ;  iIh'IN'sI  niiisl  l»t*  h\ 
conjecture  until  thn  (Jrrt  ilicatj's  arc  l>sur(l  ;  this  will  not  \u- 
possible  before  the  latter  entl  of  May.  In  al>oni  llir»M*  ^V^*«'k•^ 
we  will  Bend  you  a  reply  for  the  consideration  of  the  ( -oniniit 
tee;  but  you  are  perfetly  aware,  as  well  as  Ourselves,  of  the 
impossibility  of  our  doin^;  more  at  present  than  what  we  have 
stated,  We  shall  have,  however^  tolerable  good  ground  for  any 
conjecture  as  to  the  Townships  that  will  not  be  coinpleated 
before  our  Departure. 

Yours,  &*". , 

Thomas  Coopkr. 


J.    M.    TAYIiOR. 


Gen'.  J.  Steele,  Lancaster. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkes barre,  January,  1804. 

Andrew  Ellicott,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office : 

Sir :  In  making  out  patents  on  the  Certificates  we  have  to 
request  your  attention  to  the  1  ndorsements  which  of  ten  ex- 
plain and  limit  the  (certificate  within.  In  many  cases  the 
CyJaimants  have  made  out  title  to  us  beyond  the  amount  of 
Acres  Applied  for;  these  cases  we  have  Noticed  wherever  it 
ht'emed  to  us  proper  to  do  so;  we  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of 
the  board  to  Act  in  these  cases  as  they  think  fit.  There  are 
several  lots  of  Public  Land,  thd  Indorsements  whereon  refers 
to  this  Letter ;  We  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Patents  should  issue 
in  all  the  Certificates  for  land  of  that  description,  According  to 
the  following  form.     We  select  Wilkesbarre  an  example. 

Patent  for  the  public  lots  in  Wilkesbarre  to  issue  to  Matthias 
Kollenback,  Lord  Butler  antl  Jesse  Pell,  Esc^uires,  trustees 
aii<l  Agents  for  tiie  care  and  Management  of  the  public  lands 
belonging  to  the  Township  of  Wilkesbarre,  and  to  their  Huc- 
eessors  duly  api>oin ted  at  a  Township  meetinir  of  the  propri- 
etors of  the  Lands  of  the  said  Township,  regularly  Warned 
and  convened,  and  held  for  that  puri)Ose ;  the  Sai<l  public 
Lands  (consisting,  &*. ,)  to  be  holden  by  the  said  Trustees  and 
Agents,  antl  their  Successors  aforesaid,  on  the  (Vmditiou  of 
reserving  the  same;  for  the  Use  of  th«^  Proprietors  of  the  said 
Township  forever,  in  the  following  manner,  to-wit :  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  proceeds  thereof  bhall  be  forever  appropriated  to 
the   establishment   antl  sui)port  of  public  Schools  in  the  said 
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Township,  and  the  other  third  to  the  Support  of  a  Minister  of 
t  lie  (iospel,  to  Otliciate  in  the  Said  Township,  to  be  Appointed 
4t.ni  continued  from  tiiue  to  time  by  the  Majority  of  the  Pro- 
^>rietors  present  at  their  regular  Township  Meetings. 

We  think  the  preceding  limitation  Sliould  be  inserted  in  the 
ft.>ody  of  each  Patent  issued  for  the  public  Lands  of  the  respec- 
-^  i  ve  Townships,  unless  the  Indorsment  by  us  on  the  Certificate 
.s-r^hould  indicate  any  variation. 

We  are.  Sir, 

Your  Obed*  Servants, 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
Jn*.  M.  Tayix)r. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary, 

Wilkesbarre,  January  14,  1804. 

Andrew  Ellicott,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  liand  Office : 

Sir :  I  have  heard  with  much  surprize,  but  with  great  con- 
cern, that  you  and  the  other  Gentlemen,  constituting  the 
Board  of  Property,  have  refused  granting  Patents  on  our  Cer- 
tificates to  the  Connecticut  Claimants.  I  understand  this  from 
B.  Bowman,  Esquire,  and  Col.  Franklin  (to  whom,  and  to  the 
half  share  men,  this  will  be  most  grateful  news)  has  written 
to  his  friends  to  the  same  purpose. 

The  utter  impossibility  of  executing  the  act  of  1799,  either 
with  satisfaction  to  the  Claimants  or  benefit  to  the  State,  in- 
duced ua  to  propose  to  the  Jjegislature  the  Supplement  of  1802. 
This  Supplement  enabled  us  fairly  and  reasonably  to  require 
the  Surrender  of  the  Connecticut  Deeds,  and  thereby  strike  at 
the  very  Root  of  Opposition  in  the  Seventeen  Townships. 

This  Supplement  made  it  no  longer  necessary  to  the  Connec- 
ticut Certificate,  that  the  Land  claimed  bv  the  Connecticut  Set- 
tier  should  be  released  to  the  State.  Your  Board, have  however, 
deemed  it  expedient,  for  the  Information  of  the  Land  Office, 
that  the  Certificate  should  mention  what  part  of  the  Land  cer- 
tified \i&d  been  so  released  ;  at  first,  from  an  Anxiety  that  our 
Board  and  yours  should  proceed  in  perfect  harmony  on  every 
Question,  I  acquiesced,  and  sent  you  the  form  of  a  Certificate, 
including  the  |)oint  requested.  On  consultation,  however, 
with  my  Colleagues,  and  our  Surveyor,  M'  Sambourne,  We 
found  that  such  a  conformity  to  your  wishes  would  prodigi- 
ously encrease  the  trouble  of  our  Office,  protract  the  business 
of  the  Comm'n  and  put  the  State  to  a  very  great  Expence,  on 
a  matter  of  mere  Curiosity  on  your  part,  and  perfectly  unes- 
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Hentlal  to  the  title  iif  IhnConnuctiout  Oaliiinnt.  All  this  wmi 
Htated  to  yimr  Board  collectively  and  ln<llvidually  laxt  Win- 
ter, both  by  ine.  anil,  I  think,  by  General  Steele.  It  vati 
formerly  stated,  as  a  point  we  could  not  comply  with,  to  tli« 
Board,  by  myself.  In  tli«  presence  of  Riwewell  Welles,  Esqnlre, 
then  Member  from  Luzerne,  at  a  Meeting  of  tile  Board  on  tb« 
Subject. 

It  wasBtated  ae  aMeaHiire  that  would  prolwbly  Induce,  with 
necessity,  the  trouble  and  UiflBculty  of  some  thousands  of  Cal- 
culations by  M'.  Sanibourne  to  M'.  Cochran.  It  was  stated  by 
myself  to  M'.  Cochran  afterward  at  the  Court  house,  in  the 
presence  of  Oenernl  Ste(>le,  oa  a  Measuru  we  could  not  l>e  jue- 
tifled  In  aoceilinif  to,  and  shoulil  not  comply  with.  M'.  Coch- 
ran replied  tliut  1  hail  promised  ll,  and  lliat  the  Board  had 
procunid  the  Patents  to  be  struck  off.  To  which  I  answered 
that  lie  well  knew  the  form  of  the  Patents  were  settleil  with- 
out any  consultation  with  our  Boanl,  and  while  the  Officers  of 
the  Land  Offlce  knew  that  the  Supplement  was  proposed  and 
proifressinf; ;  that  If  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Land  Office  chose  to 
proceed  thus  hastily,  it  was  at  their  own  risk.  Finally,  I  stated 
in  writing  my  reasons  for  not  complying  with  the  request  of 
the  Board  of  Property  In  March  24,  1803,  of  which  I  have  a  Copy 
now  before  me. 

In  fact,  willing;  as  we  were  to  aocommodate  Ourselves  to  the 
wishes  of  your  Board,  neither  I,  nor  general  Steele,  nor  M'. 
Wilson, could  feel  ourselves  justified  in  acceding  to  such  a  Waste 
of  time,  so  lunch  unnecexsary  trouble,  and  so  much  unnecessary 
£x|M>nRe  to  the  8tat».  We  had  frequent  Consultations  on  the 
Subject,  and  our  minds  were  made  up  not  t«  notice  the  Penn- 
sylvania releoseM  in  oiir  Certltlcates,  as  forming  no  part  what- 
ever <if  the  Connecticut  Claimant's  title  under  Fenneiylvania. 
I  foresaw  other  Objections,  for  liad  we  introduced  thtsjioint 
Into  our  Certiltoate,  it  would  have  given  an  implied  Sanction 
to  its  lieing  an  essentiiil  part  of  the  title,  and  a  Declaration 
that  the  Supplement  of  IWJ  wax  nugatory.  This  would  have 
been  seen  through  liy  the  Connecticut  rlaiinants  and  attri- 
buted to  tliat  System  of  Management  and  Manoeuvring  of 
which  they  have  long  perha|>s  been  too  suHpirious. 

With  all  this  jirevious  knowledge  of  our  Intentions,  you  i>er- 
mitted  IIS  to  li>ave  Lancaster  without  any  declaration  on  yotir 
parts,  either  Individually  or  as  a  Dody,  that  you  would  Objoct 
to  i^ranling  Patents  on  our  fiTtHlcatec.  drawn  as  they  njw 
are.  From  such  Silenc'o  We  had  a  right  ti)  presume  Acqui. 
escfnce,  and  wo  wimt  on  to  iw-iu"  tlicm  in  tliefi)rm  you  wereap- 
pri/.ed  of,  and  113 1  have  already  bocn  Issued  on  tlie  faith  of  yoiir 
granting  Piiit^nts  u[H>n  them. 
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Indeed  the  whole  of  our  Communication  with  you  on  thi» 
Subject  has  been  a  matter  of  Accommodation  only.  Neither 
I,  nor  Gen".  Steele,  M^  Wilson,  ever  conceived  for  a  Moment 
that  you  had  any  right  to  decide  upon  the  form  of  a  Certifi- 
cate for  which  Our  Board,  and  not  yours,  is  responsible.  Your 
Duty  in  this  is  Ministerial,  and  not  judicial.  It  is  your  Duty 
to  issue  the  Patents  on  our  Certificates. 

I  would  further  Observe,  that  in  whatever  mode  we  issue 
Certificates  the  State  will  lose  nothing  thereby,  for  we  shall 
issue  them  for  no  more  than  the  Connecticut  Settler  will  make 
out  a  title  for.  Nor  will  your  refusal  of  a  Patent  benefit  the 
State  One  Cent,  for  as  the  Connecticut  Claimants  cannot  dic- 
tate the  form  of  Our  Certificate,  if  they  accept  with  a  Perfor- 
mance, or' tender  of  performance  of  all  the  Conditions  required 
on  their  part,  their  Certificates  will  be  an  equitable  title  that 
nothing  can  overthrow.  Your  Conduct,  therefore,  may  hurt 
the  State ;  but  the  Connecticut  Claimant  with  a  certificate  can 
set  you  at  Defiance. 

It  has  become  my  Duty  to  ai)prize  you,  Sir,  and  through  you 
the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  what  has  been,  and  is  likely 
to  be,  the  consequence  of  your  present  Conduct.  We  have 
closed  our  Surveys;  We  have  settled  the  Connecticut  titles; 
we  have  called  upon  the  people  to  come  for  their  Certificates 
of  six  Townships  and  give  up  the  Cannecticut  Deeds.  They 
have  done  so,  in  many  Instances,  and  are  daily  coming  in  for 
the  purpose.  Their  minds  are  quieted,  and  they  have  hitherto 
had  confidence  in  the  justice  of  the  State,  and  the  fairness 
and  liberality  of  the  Officers.  It  has  induced  many  of  the  half 
share  holders  to  purchase  the  Pennsylvania  titles,  and  greatly 
facilitated  the  Sales  made  by  the  agents  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Claimants,  and  finally  it  promised  to  bring  Money  shortly  into 
the  treasury  to  meet,  in  part,  the  Demands  upon  It, 

You  have  clouded  all  these  prospects ;  you  have  driven  us 
back  as  we  are  sailing  into  port;  yoii  will  have  the  Merit  of 
spreading  far  and  wide  distrust  of  the  State  proceedings,  of 
keeping  back  the  Documents  of  Connecticut  titles,  which  other- 
wise would  come  into  our  possession  ;  of  stopping  the  Receipts 
of  the  Treasury ;  t)f  wasting  the  Money  we  have  drawn  from  the 
State;  and  of  lighting  up  again  the  torch  of  civil  Discord, 
which  we  have  laboured  for  with  anxious  Industry,  and  un- 
looked  for  Success  to  extinguish  for  ever.  The  half  share 
holders  l>egin  again  to  revive,  to  sneer  at  our  proceedings,  and 
to  value  themselves  on  their  foresight,  and  they  regard  yon 
as  amoTig  the  best  of  their  friends.  All  this  is  true ;  I  tell  it 
you  because  it  has  become  my  Duty  to  tell  it  you.      You  know 
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not  the  Extent  of  tlia  Misoliief  you  are  plaiiuiiiK.  and  you  oaght 
to  be  apprized  of  it. 

I   HCiid  tilt)  Copy  of  this  Letter  to  Oeneral  Steele ;  and  itliall 
cwll  iipciii  bill!  tn  nhew  It  to  the  Qoveriior,  and   to  the  Wyoiu- 
intt  Ooiiliiilttee,  and  the  Committee  of  Wayii  and  Meane,  U  you 
{H-ivitit  in  the  Oondiict  you  tiavu  ttilopted. 
1  aiQ,  Sir.  with  Due  Rexpeot, 

YourObed'.  Bsrv'., 

Thomas  Coopbei, 
1  am  equally  persuaded  with  M''.  Cooper,  that  It  would  be 
highly  improper  to  Insert  anything  relating  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania releases  in  our  GertiflcateH  to  Connecticut  ClaiuiaDta ; 
un<)  1  fear  he  has  not  delineated  sufHolently  tile  Mischief  likely 
to  ariHe  from  refusing  Patents,  and  1  have  firm  Expectation 
that  when  the  Hoard  of  Property  will  take  a  retrospective 
view  of  the  SubjAot.  they  will  not  give  a  Moment's  Delay  In  the 
ixouing  of  Patents,  when  they  are  applied  for  by  the  Connno- 
tiout  holder  of  our  Certificate. 

J.  M.  Taylor. 


The  Commissioners  to  Joseph  Scudden. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  18M. 
Sir:  The  Com misD loners  appoiiite<l  to  settli>  the  Disputes 
respecting  the  C^oniiecticiit  claiiiix  on  Lauds  in  Luzerne  County, 
beg  of  you  to  transmit  to  tliem  certified  copies  of  the  Surveys 
of  'the  tmctH  released  by  the  Names  of  David,  Saninel  and 
Philip  Johnxou.  and  uUo  the  Survey  of  the  trai^t  called  "  Part- 
nerisblp."  Without  Hiiuh  Offices  Copies  they  have  Evidence  of 
the  Survey  and  return,  nor  have  they  any  sufficient  means 
or  a<U!>*rtniMlnti:  the  Situation  or  Value  of  thetraot-s.  Ifyoii 
have  theui  not  by  yoti,  they  beg  you  would  cause  them  to  be 
tranHiiutted  hither  from  tlip  Land  OlSoe  o(  Pennsylvania  at 
l^anciutter,  as  early  as  you  nan. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Ob'.  Servt., 

Thomas  Lix>td, 
Clerk  to  the  Comm'ra. 


The  CommiHxioners  to  the  Luui!  Claimants. 

Wibfeubarre,  Aug'.  8.  1WH. 
Cfentli-UK'n: 

I  liavi'  received  your  letter,  and  tho"  my  Colleague,  M'.  Tay- 
lor. iH  iiliHi-nt.  yet  1  hiiHli>n  without  Scruple  to  coniinunicnti' 
nil  ilii'  liirormation  1  iklisi'hk,  wt^ll  knowlUKfrom  reiM'ated  con- 
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veri^ationB  that  his  Opinions  and  mine  perfectly  coincide  with 
tiioise  from  which  GenK  Steele  and  M'.  Wilson  heretofore  never 
varietl. 

With  respect  to  your  two  Questions,  1",  whether  patents  will 
issue  on  our  (Jertiticates  as  they  now  stand.  2**',  Whether  we 
are  prepareil  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Property 
by  inserting  the  released  part  of  the  Land  certified.  1  answer 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  as  follows : 

In  the  Spring  of  1803,  Assurances  were  given  to  Major  Ross 
by  the  Board  of  Property,  in  my  presence,  and  to  Rosewell 
Welles,  Esq'. ,  by  M^  Matlack,  that  patents  would  issue  on  the 
Certificates.  The  want  of  Books  w^  then  assigned  as  the 
reason  of  Delay. 

In  the  winter  (13  of  last  April),  I  received  a  letter  from  M^ 
Taylor,  stating  that  the  Board  of  property  had  agreed  to  issue 
Patents  on  Our  Certificates,  and  that  nothing  but  the  press 
of  Business,  and  the  diminishe<i  number  of  their  clerks,  then 
prevented  it,  this  letter  I  shew'd  soon  after  to  Judge  HoUen- 
back,  in  Northumberland,  and  I  apprehended  no  further  Diffi- 
cult y. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  last  June,  Nathan  Beach,  Esquire, 
was  in  Philadelphia,  and,  as  he  informs  me,  was  told  by  the 
(Governor  (whose  anxiety  to  give  full  and  fair  etiect  to  the  laws 
of  1799  and  1802  has  ever  been  manifest)  that  he  might  depend 
on  patents  being  issued  without  further  Delay,  and  that  if  his 
Neighbours  came  down  to  Lancaster,  to  present  their  Certi- 
ficates, they  need  not  apprehend  any  Difficulty  at  the  Ijand 
Office  ;  or  to  that  Effect. 

About  a  Month  afterward,  I  saw  the  Governor  myself,  who 
informed  me  that  the  Attorney  General  had  given  an  Opinion 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  and  that  he  believed  I 
should  find  no  further  Difficulty  on  the  Subject  of  our  Certi- 
ficates. Previous  to  my  seeing  the  Governor,  I  left  abetter 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  stating  that  on  my  return 
from  Philad'  1  would  call  for  a  reply  from  the  Board  of  Pro- 
|)erty  to  the  Question,  whether  they  would  or  would  not  issue 
Patents  on  our  Certificates  in  the  present  form ;  on  my  re- 
turn, in  about  4  Days,  I  called  on  M'.  Ellicott,  who  told  me  that 
the  Board  of  Property  had  requested  him  to  present  me  with 
a  Copy  of  the  Attorney  General's  Opinion,  and  to  give  no  other 
answer  to  my  Letter,  so  that  all  the  Declarations  heretofore 
made  by  myself  and  by  M^  Beach,  and,  indeed,  I  may  almost 
venture  to  say  by  the  Governor,  are  at  an  End,  and  whether 
the  Board  of  Property  will  make  out  Patents  conformable  to 
the  present  form  of  the  Certificates  I  cannot  tell,  as  they  will 
not  condescend  to  give  mo  an  Answer  decisive  on  the  Subject. 
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What  the  utse  which  they  Ht&ted  to  the  Attomoy  Qeoeral 
coutaineO,  I  know  not;  but  lib  Opinion  in  Substance  le  that 
it  would  be  btvtit  for  the  iiatentH  to  recite  the  release  or  the 
Peiinitylvania  ClHluiant;  But  that  it  it  not  neceiMar,' for  oar 
CertiQcatea  to  luiiituin  nny  suoti  recital. 

I  am  awaro  of  tlie  reepuct  to  whicli  the  Opinion  of  the  At- 
torney Oeneral  ia  entitled.  On  a  case  fully  and  fairly  laid  be- 
fore him,  wbich  I  uiu  sure  haH  not  boitn  done  in  the  present 
loMtance,  or  he  would  not  have  Ktat«d  hin  Opinion  in  the  pre- 
sent way,  had  we  been  applied  to,  tt>  join  in  the  case  stated, 
and  to  have  laid  before  him  our  ObJei:tionii.  I  thinlc  he  would 
have  been  of  a  diffeieiit  Opinion.  This  leads  me  to  reply  to 
your  seoon<l  head  o(  enquiry,  whether  we  are  making  arrange- 
ments to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  property. 
Ifo;  we  are  making  no  such  Arrangements;  nor  in  my  Opinion 
can  the  [latents  issue  in  the  way  suKgeHted,  for  1",  Gen'.  Steele, 
Mr  Wilson  and  myself  Imd  determined,  in  the  fall  of  1801,  to 
rcriign  our  CommissionK  If  the  parts  of  the  lots  released  to  the 
State  were  to  be  speoillciilly  <leitlgnated  and  oalculated,  and 
the  Certificates  confiii«<l  to  ihem.  We  saw  It  was  impossible 
to  go  thro'  the  Businesx  under  this  Difficulty.  It  would  have 
'  been  incomplete  and  nnsatisfactory  to  lioth  pnrties,  and  be  lia- 
ble to  so  many  inaccuracleH,  Occanion  ho  much  expenceand 
Occupy  MO  much  time,  that  It  was  in  vain  to  undertake  it  on 
these  Conditions.  Had  the  law  of  1802  not  passed,  the  sagges- 
tiotiN  of  the  Attorney  General  would  have  l)een  indispensible 
both  in  the  (Certificate  and  in  thd  Patent.  But  the  Commis- 
sion would  never  have  been  proceeded  in.  At  present  they 
cannot  be  complied  with  undi-r  two  years'  additional  lalKiur, 
and  in  my  Opinion,  at  least  10,000  Dollars  additional  Kxpence. 
But  this  is  not  all.  In  conlldence  of  the  certificate  answering 
the  purpose,  tliey  are  almost  alt  of  them  actually  made  out, 
and  tlu'  major  part  of  them  actually  delivered  to  the  Claim- 
ants; to  recall  or  to  alter  them  would  excite  a  jealousy  iinptos-ii- 
ble  to  lie  allayed.  2*''.  In  my  Opinion  the  Patent  ought  to  be 
conformal>le  to  the  CertiQcate,  they  ought  not  to  difTer,  or 
contain  at  a  necess-iryiuirt  of  the  Connect  leu  t  Claimant's  tit  )■'. 
what  the  law  of  1803  has  d<-cliired  shall  not  be  a  necesary  part. 
IMh  a  very  suspicious  and  dangerous  surplusage  to  the  validity 
of  the  title ;  and  makes  a  variance  pregnant  with  future  Dis- 
piire  butween  the  title  given  by  us  and  the  title  given  by  tlio 
linterit. 

The  present  state  of  the  law  njecls  the  release  as  necessary 
to  the  Connecticut  Claiiiiiiiit 's  title;  the  former  State  ofili't. 
liiw  re<[Ulred  it.  We  urr'  ii.  act  a.-cording  to  what  the  law  is. 
not  what   it  wai^ ;  And   ho  we   apprehend   ought   the   Board   of 
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Proiierty ;  Nor  is  it  likely  that  we  will  consent  to  spend  two 
years  longer,  and  incur  an  Expenoe  so  enormous  to  comply 
with  that  which  the  Legislature  has  declared  need  not  be  com- 
plied with  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  to  leave  the  Applicants  under 
the  law  of  1799  open  to  all  the  Doubts  and  Fears  so  unhappily 
prevalent  at  the  present  Moment,  and  which  Franklin  and  his 
Coadjutors  so  heartily  rejoice  at  &  so  sedulously  keep  up. 

From  the  present  Commission,  the  Information  required  as 
necessary  to  the  Patent  neither  can  nor  will  be  supplied,  for 
reasons  before  given.  If  it  could,  with  moderate  labour,  or  at 
any  reasonable  Expence  of  time  and  Money,  We  should  most 
gladly  go  out  of  our  way  to  furnish  it ;  for  we  differ  from  the 
Board  of  Property  and  Attorney  Gen\  with  great  reluctance, 
And  should  be  very  glad  if  we  could  make  our  Duty  harmonize 
with  our  Inclinations  to  satisfy  the  Board,  even  in  a  point  of 
which  We  cannot  see  the  least  necessity. 

The  Settlers  having  fully  complied  with  their  part  of  the 
Contract  under  tho  laws  of  1799  and  1802,  cannot  be  affected  by 
the  form  of  the  Commissioner's  Certificate,  which  they  cannot 
control.  And  I  am  happy  to  find  that  tho  latter  part  of  the 
Attorney  General's  Opinion  fully  confirms  the  Validity  of  the 
Certificates  as  hitherto  issued. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obed.  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Thomas  Sambotirne  to  John  R,  Coates, 

July  21,  1804. 

Sir :  D'.  Rose  requested  that  I  would  give  him  some  Intelli- 
g-ence  with  Respect  to  the  Proprietor's  Manors  in  this  County, 
released  to  the  State.  I  know  of  no  Difficulty  at  present.  But 
with  regard  to  your  Manors  of  Stoke  and  Sunbury,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  you  forthwith  to  send  to  the  Commissioners*  a 
list  of  all  such  persons  who  you  Acknowledge  to  have  titles 
vinder  you  in  those  Manors,  that  we  may  make  their  Certifi- 
c^ares  out  for  such  parts  as  they  have  released  ;  the  sooner  this 
is  done  the  better,  as  the  Commisnioners  wish  to  close  the  Busi- 
xiess  this  Summer. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  M».  Oh. , 

Thomas  Sambourxk. 
«John  R.  Coates,  Esq'. 
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Mr.  Cooper  to  John  R.  Coates. 

A  Q  gust  1,  1804. 

Sir :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  Observations  I  have 
to  make  on  the  release  of  M^  Penn.  The  paper  will  suflB- 
ciently  explain  itself,  and  I  transmit  it  thus  early  that  you 
may  have  time  to  clear  up  the  Difficulties  before  the  Board 
of  Property  when  the  Certificates  are  delivered  there.  I  lueau 
of  course  to  be  understood  as  at  liberty  to  make  any  further 
Remark  that  may  occur.  The  Certificates  will  not  be  ready 
till  the  Beginning  of  Winter. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed*.  Servant, 

Thomas  Coopkr. 


T%e  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

August  1,  1804. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  do  not  often  intrude  unnecessarily  on  your  time,  or  plague 
you  with  Questions  which  you  are  Officially  required  to  answer ; 
but  I  am  staying  here  from  absolute  necessity,  if  this  dispute 
is  to  be  finished  at  all,  and  under  circumstances  very  anxious 
and  unpleasant  to  me,  as  well  as  very  opposite  to  my  Interest 
and  my  Inclination.  I  was  in  hopes  by  this  time,  or  at  least 
before  th<^  meeting  of  tlie  Legislature,  to  have  left  the  Seven- 
tef»n  townships  settled,  the  people  satisfied,  nn<l  their  Connec- 
ticut title  cut  up  by  the  roots,  and  to  have  planted  an  Oi)j>osi- 
tion  to  the  half  share  Interest,  which  would  gradually,  but 
shortly,  root  out  the  remaining  part  of  the  Susquehanna  Specn- 
hit  ion.  We  can  beat  the  Half  share  men  on  their  Own  ground 
but  their  good  friends  Andrew  Ellicott  and  his  Coadjutors  are 
very  lik*^Iy  to  render  all  our  Efforts  nugatory,  and  undo  the 
labour  of  three  years. 

You  recollect  that  in  the  commencement  of  the  business,  we 
found  that  as  the  law  stood,  enabling  us  to  certify  in  favour 
of  the  Connect^  Claimants  for  such  part  of  their  lots  only  as 
the  State  had  again  ohtaine<l  by  reconveyance  from  Penn.syl- 
vania  Holder,  We  shouhl  giv«*  him  tlie  Pennsylvania  title  for 
detached  and  irregular  i)onions,  leaving  them  in  Possession 
of  the  ('ounecticut  title  for  tlie  separate  parts. 

This  woiihl  evidently  neither  satisfy  them,  nor  fulfil  the  views 
of  the  ^iegi^lature,  whose  Business  it  was  to  establish  the  State 
tiiltMind  destroy  the  Susquehanna  One.  It  appeared  to  me, 
that  the  Settlement  of  a  Dispute  of  so  longstanding,  and  which 
had  been,  and  threatened  to  be,  the  source  of  civil  commotion 
and   inveterate   prejudice  against    the  laws,  was  a  motive  for 
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Legislative  Interference,  in  taking  tlie  property  of  a  private 
person  for  public  use,  under  the  Conditions  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  at  least  as  strong  as  the  motives  arising  from  a 
Turnpike  Road  or  Canal.  The  Legislature  thought  so  too, 
and  You  were  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and 
sanctioned  the  Bill.  During  the  progress  <«f  the  Bill  thro'  the 
House,  I  was  repeatedly  giv^en  to  understand,  tho'  without 
any  other  than  circumstantial  Evidence,  that  it  met  with  the 
private,  but  undefatigable.  Opposition  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Land  Office  and  the  Board  of  Property  ;  and  in  the  next  Ses- 
sion with  the  assistance  of  M^  Cox,  the  predecessor  of  the  pre- 
sent Secretary,  and  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  Evan  Owen,  a  Bill 
to  repeal  that  provision  was  intro<luced, carried  thro'  the  House 
of  Representatives,  attended  with  circumstances  out  of  Doors 
of  insidious  manoeuvring  and  rancorous  falsehood  against  the 
Commission,  and  myself  in  particular,  that  have  turned  out 
disgraceful  to  those  only  who  were  concerned  in  their  propaga- 
tion. I  was  easy  as  to  my  own  Character  and  the  fate  of  the 
Bill.  If  the  Legislature  were  artfully  drawn  into  Measures 
wavering  and  indecisive,  and  induced  One  year  to  adopt  a  Sys- 
tem and  the  next  to  abandon  it  that  was  not  your  Character. 
I  was  persuaded  that  if  they  |)assed  a  law  impairing  a  solemn 
Compact,  and  committing  the  honour  and  fairness  of  the  State, 
you  would  not  commit  your  character  by  sanctioning  such  a 
proceeding.  The  Senate  felt  the  same  Sentiments;  and  I  am 
persuailed  that  nothing  but  the  most  artful  and  insidious  Mis- 
representations could  have  prevailed  over  the  good  sense  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  this  Occasion. 

During  this  Discussion  at  Lancaster  in  ilJJ,  HSIt  it  was 
impossible  for  the  Sources  of  Opposition  to  be  entirely  con- 
cealed from  liord  Butler  and  Rosewell  Welles,  the  representa- 
tives of  Luzerne,  by  whom  I  know  it  was  believed,  because  it 
was  expressed  to  ma  that  the  Views  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Land  Office  were  to  make  the  Certificates  include  the  released 
I)arts  of  the  lots,  with  a  private  view  to  the  farther  repeal  of 
the  Supplement,  while  the  Settlers  were  required  to  give  up 
their  Deeds  for  the  whole;  thereby  deceiving  and  defrauding 
the  people  by  promising  more  than  was  ultimately  meant  to 
be  performed  ;  and  my  Colleagues  have  constantly  repelled 
this  Insinuation,  by  declaring  that  conduct  so  unfair  could 
not  be  imputed  to  any  part  of  the  rfovernment  or  its  Aj^ents, 
and  that  altho*  the  Land  Office  had  required  at  first  the  re- 
leased part  of  the  land  to  be  specified  in  the  Certificate,  it  was 
not  acceded  to  by  us,  because  it  was  unnecessary  to  the  title, 
and  we  had  no  Doubt  the  Patents  would  issue  without  it. 

Our  Objections  to  this  were  made  in  writing  to  M'.  Cochran 


M2  LETTERS  FROM  THE 

ia  March  23,  1803,  nor  from  that  time  to  this  have  I  or  my  Col- 
leajjues  deviated  for  a  Moment  from  the  Opinion  then  given, 
nor  have  1  untill  tliis  Moment,  nor  do  I  at  tliis  Moment  under- 
stand whether  patents  will  issue  without  that  Insertion  or  not.. 
In  the  mean  time  the  minds  of  the  People  here  are  agitated, 
they  do  not  come  in  to  deposit  their  Connecticut  Deeds  as 
usual;  numerous  Contracts  are  made  on  the  strength  of  our 
Certificates,  which  are  not  complied  with  since  this  Doubt 
hangs  over  them.  The  Half  Share  men,  sneer  at  the  Compro- 
misers and  say  "  we  told  you  at  first  what  all  this  would  come 
to,  that  you  never  would  get  a  title  ;'*  the  State  is  liable  to  pay 
the  Pennsylvania  Claimant  while  the  Board  of  Property  cuts 
off  the  resources  of  the  State,  by  stopping  the  i>ayments  into 
the  treasury,  and  the  salutary  change  of  rich  and  peacable 
Germans  in  lieu  of  restless  Connecticut  holders,  bound  indeed 
strongly  by  their  Interest,  but  slightly  by  their  Inclination, 
is  unfortunately  stopt.  Under  the  Circumstances  of  Suspicion, 
which  the  Conduct  of  the  Board  of  Property  has  so  impru- 
dently given  Birth  to,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  think  of  settling  the 
Dispute.  Not  a  Soul  will  now  purchase  under  a  patent  that 
contains  the  released  land,  for  fear  the  future  title  should 
be  confined  to  it,  nor  will  a  single  Connecticut. 

Yours,  &c. , 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Case  Jnr  the  Attorney  OeneraVs  Opinion. 

It  appears  by  the  Information  of  Daniel  Brodhead  and  Wil- 
liam l^ursons,  Two  of  His  Majesties  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Northampton,  that  many  Persons,  the  natural 
born  Subjects  of  His  Majesty,  now  resi<ling  in  This  and  some 
of  the  Neighbouring  Provinces,  have  openly  declared  their  In- 
tention in  a  Body  to  possess  themselves  of  and  settle  upon  a 
large  Tract  of  Land  in  this  Province,  lying  on  the  Sasquehanna 
River,  and  commonly  called  Wyomick,  without  any  Ly cense 
or  Grant  from  our  Honourable  Proprietaries, or  Authority  from 
the  Government,  which  Intention  they  have  also  declared  they 
will  carry  into  Execution  this  Spring.  This  Tract  of  Land  has 
not  yet  been  purchased  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  but  has 
hitherto  been  reserved  and  is  now  used  by  them  for  their  hunt- 
ing Ground. 

The  Government  of  Pennsylvania,  by  their  Treaties  with 
those  Indians,  stand  engaged  not  to  permit  any  Persons  to  set- 
tle upon  Lauds  within  the  Bounds  of  the  Province  ihat  have 
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not  been  purchased  from  them.  Hence  it  is  apprehended 
those  Indians  may  interpret  such  a  Settlement  a  Violation 
of  our  Treaties,  and  may  be  induced  to  commit  Hostilities  that 
would  be  attended  with  consequences  most  dangerous  at  this 
Juncture. 

Q.  If  any  Persons  give  out  in  Speeches  that  they  are  going 
to  possess  themselves  of  this  Tract  of  Land,  and  persuacie 
Others  to  go  with  them,  and  are  makmg  Pre]:>aration  to  go  ac- 
cordingly ;  Or  if  they  shall  presume  to  go  and  settle  there ;  Is 
it  lawful  for  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  cause  such  Persons  to 
be  arrested  and  imprisoned? 

To  Enter  upon  and  seize  the  Lands  of  the  proprietAries,  or 
others,  without  their  permission,  are  Acts  against  the  Laws, 
and  manifest  Brea.ches  of  the  pnblick  peace.  Such  Offences,  by  a 
Multitude,  are  of  dangerous  Example  and  highly  penal, as  they 
tend  to  Sedition  and  are  likely  to  terminate  in  Capital  Crimes. 

If  any  person,  by  Words,  oi*  Actions,  discover  an  Intention 
to  disturb  the  publick  peace,  they  may  be  Arrested  and  Im- 
prisoned, until  they  give  sufficient  Security  to  keep  the  peace 
and  be  of  good  Behaviour. 

Therefore,  if  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  any  Justice  of  the 
peace,  by  Oath  or  Affirmation,  that  any  persons  have  engaged 
themselves  in  the  unlawful  Design  mentioned  in  the  State  of 
this  Case,  or  have  done  any  Acts  tending  to  promote  it,  I  am 
of  Opinion  it  will  be  the  Duty  of  such  Justice  to  issue  his  War- 
rants to  apprehend  those  persons,  and  upon  their  being  Ar- 
rested, to  commit  them  to  Goal,  unless  they  give  securities  to 
appear  at  the  next  Quarter  Sessions  to  answer  for  their  Offences 
and  in  the  meantime  to  keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  Beha- 
viour, such  as  the  Justice,  in  his  discretion,  shall  think  reason- 
able. 

Tknch  Francis. 

18*^  March,  1754. 
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JOSEPH  KELLY. 
Snb.  907.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  part  of  lot  N^  19  iu  the  third  Division,  Viz:  That 
part  of  said  lot  not  claimed  by  Daniel  Downing^,  jun'. ,  John 
Hollenbaok  &  Joseph  Kelly  Johnson. 

See  the  Title  of  John  &  Matthias  Hollenbaok  in  the  late  Com- 
inissiouers'  Books  of  titles  for  their  claim  to  |>art  of  this  lot  for 
the  title  into  James  Shaw. 

Deed  26  Nov'. ,  1791.     Con  :  £ia5. 

James  Shaw  and  Anna  Shaw  to  .Joseph  Kelly  for  that  part  of 
XiOt  N°.  19  abutin^  north  on  land  belong^in^  to  John  HoUen- 
l>ack,  and  westerly  on  Mill  Creek  and  Southerly  on  the  public 
Xand,  &*•. 

N.  B.— Oat  of  this  Joseph  Kelly  has  sold  to  Daniel  Downing: 
Jan^,  two  pieces  of  land  taken  together  containing  130  Acres, 
«,nd  one  piece  to  Joseph  Kelly  Johnson  containing  five  Acres. 

Sub.  907.     Oath  filed. 

Joseph  Kelly  as  natural  Guardian  of  his  Grandson  Joseph 
Kelly  Johnson  a  Minor. 

Claims  for  him  five  Acres  of  lot  number  19  in  the  third  division 
Adjoniing  Mill  Creek. 

See  the  title  of  Joseph  Kelly  on  the  preoeeding  page  for  his 
title  to  this  lot. 

Deed,  18«»»  Ap'.,  179.K     Con  :  love  &  affec"..  &c 

.Joseph  Kelly  to  .Joseph  Kelly  Johnson, Beginning  at  the  bank 
of  the  North  east  branch  of  Mill  Creek  on  the  north  side  of  the 
public  Land,  running  on  a  Northeasterly  course  by  said  Creek 
to  the  south  Hue  of  Tiands  belonging  to  John  Hollenback, 
thence  easterly  along  said  HoUenback's  Land  so  far  that  a  line 
run  at  right  Angles  southerly  to  intersect  the  line  of  the  pub- 
lick  Land  as  to  contain  5  Acres. 

X.  B.— •It  appears  that  afterwards  .Joseph  Kelly  sold  to  l>an*. 
Downing,  jun'. ,  the  a<ijoining  part  of  said  Lot  and  the  Survey 
thereof  was  made  as  the  Koa<l  runs  across  said  Lot  and  not  at 
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riiibt  Angles  as  iiientlonfl<l  in  tlio  above  Deed,  and  thnt  a  C«r- 
tlllcate  to  said  Downiou  has  Issued  by  the  former  Board  of 
OoiiimiBxioners  tn  that  way,  And  at<  the  value  of  this  piece  of 
Land  In  not  ItiBHOned  thereby,  the  Commissioners  have  directed 
a  CertilloatH  to  be  made  out  conformable  to  the  line  between 
Downing  and  thii)  lot  ai»  they  have  Bstnbiiahed  it. 


SAMUEL  PEAS. 

Claims  14  Acres  &  1S8  [>eralie8  of  Meadow  lot  N*.  19. 

See  the  titleof  Reuben  Downing  in  the  former  Com  mfssioaere' 
books  of  Wilkesbarre  titles  for  title  of  thiH  lot  into  the  helra  of 
C'lement  Daniels. 

Office  copy  llled  of  the  division  of  the  real  Estate  of  Clement 
Daniels,  deceaseil,  among  his  heirs  in  which  Luoeny  Daniels 
now  Lnceny  Downing,  wife  of  Joel  Downing,  hasaet  ofT  tuher 
II  acres  at  the  South  west  end  of  Meadow  Liot  !N°.  19  Joining 
B,iutherly  land  of  Charles  Kennet,  Westerly  land  of  Salmon 
Daniels  and  Samuel  Peas,  northerly  W™.  Judd  &  Easterly  the 
niuiii  roa<l  tliro'  Wilkesl>arre. 

Ofllt'e  copy  tiled,  Joel  Downing  &  Lnceny  Downing  to  tSam'. 
IVas  for  a  piece  of  Ueodow  lot  N>.  10  bounded  south  on  Charles 
Bennet's  Land,  west  on  Lands  of  Salmon  Daniels,  North  on  H'. 
Judd.  Bast  on  the  main  Road  from  Wilkesharre  to  Hanover, 
to  contain  G  Acres, 

Claim  for  Anothar  Piece. 

Office  copy  tiled  of  the  Division  of  the  real  Estate  of  Clement 
Daniels. deceased,  among  his  heirs,  in  which  his  Widow's  dower 
is  set  oft  as  follows ;  see  the  Deed  below  for  the  deecription. 

Certilloate  and  letter  (lied.  That  Salmon  and  Ltioeny  were 
nil  the  Children  of  Clement  Daniels,  deceased,  and  that  Sal- 
mon died  without  Children,  by  which  liis  sister   Luoeny  be- 

Deed  .Tan'.  1",  1808.     con  :  other  Lands. 

Joel  Downing  and  Luoeny  Downlngto  Bam'.  Peas,Beginninit 
on  the  north  line  of  said  lot  at  a  comer  of  a  piece  of  Land  be- 
longing to  said  Samuel  Peax,  thence  on  the  north  line  of  said 
lot  to  the  Road  that  leadH  from  Wilkesharre  to  Gary  Town, 
thenoe  on  said  Road  to  Unci  of  Reuben  Downing  on  said  line 
« .]pi)(r*ll«l  line  with  the  aforesaid  line  Imck  to  the  line  of 
'~  ll^iu,  tlunoe  on  Peak's  land  to  the  place  of  beglnniag, 
'i~UAw«aor  thereabouts. 
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MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK. 

« 

Sub.  320. 

Claims  lot  N^  40  in  the  fourth  Division. 

See  his  title  entered  in  the  former  Commissioner's  book  of 
titles  for  Wilkesbarre  among  his  other  titles. 


HANOVER. 


GEORGE  FRAZEB. 

Sub.  967. 

Claims  lot  N'.  2  in  the  third  Division  in  right  of  his  Wife 
Elizabeth,  late  Elizabeth  Franklin,  and  as  agent  for  John  Frank- 
lin and  otliers,  the  heirs  of  John  Franklin,  dec''. 

Hanover  list— Drawn  by  John  Franklin. 

•  Deposition  filed  of  Phebe  Young,  That  the  Children  of  John 
Franklin  were  Hulda,  Phebe,  Betsy,  Patty  and  John  &  that 
the  present  claimant  Married  Betsy  ono  of  the  heirs  of  the  said 
John  Franklin,  deceased. 


ELIND  R.  WALLER. 
Sub.  892.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N^  24  in  the  second  Division. 
Hanover  List— Drawn  by  Hugh  Coffran. 

^ee  the  title  of  Lord  Butler  in  the  late  Commissioners*  book 
of  titles  for  Hanover. 

West.  Records,  page  519.  James  Lasley  to  Joseph  Croker  for 
the  common  or  undivided  Lands  belonging  to  N*".  14.  Deed 
dated  26  June,  1775.     Con  :  £19. 

Deed  28*  May,  1776.     Con :  £9. 10. 

Jofleph  Croker  to  Levi  Spencer  for  the  above  right  to  the 
common  Land  belonging  to  N^  14. 
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Deposition  filed  of  Benjamin  Oary,  That  Levi  Spencer  was 
killed  in  the  Indian  Battle  in  1778  &  he  left  no  Children  but 
left  one  brother,  Jeremiah  Spencer,  and  three  Sisters ;  that  the 
Sisters  released  their  portion  to  their  Brother  Jeremiah.  See 
the  following  Deeds. 

Deed  16  July,  1793.     Con :  £6. 

James  Willard  &  Mary  Willard  to  Jeremiah  Spencer  for  all 
the  right  they  have  or  ever  had  to  two  certain  tracts  of  Land 
in  Hanover. 

Receipt  28»'»  Ap'.,  1794. 

Of  Elijah  Blackman  &  Abigail  Blackman  to  Jeremiah  Spen- 
cer for  being  in  full  of  all  Abigail's  demands  for  Lands  now 
lying  in  Susquehanna. 

Receipt  7  June,  1794. 

John  Garret  &  Esther  Garret  to  Jeremiah  Spencer,  in  full  of 
all  demands  for  Lauds  belonging  to  Esther  Garret  lying  in  the 
Susquehanna. 

Deed  12  Feby. ,  1807.     Con  :  70  Dls. 

Jeremiah  Spencer  and  Elisheba  Spencer  his  Wife  to  Claim- 
ant for  lot  N*'.  24  in  the  Second  Division  of  this  Township. 


GIDEON  BALDWIN. 
Sub.  446.   Oath  filed. 

Claims  half  of  the  South  east  end  of  lot  N«.  7,  in  the  first  divi- 
sion of  Hanover  Township. 

Seethe  title  of  Riohard  Ininan  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  in  Hanover  for  this  title  into  Gideon  Baldwin. 

Deed  '60'^  Jall^  1793.     Con  :  £50. 

Gideon  Baldwin  to  Gideon  Baldwin,  jun^,  for  piece  of  Land 
on  lot  N*".  7  in  the  first  Division ;  joining  west  on  Nattian  Wal- 
ler, north  on  N".  G,  south  on  Caleb  Silencer,  containing  100 
acres  more  or  less. 


MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK. 
Sub.  836.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N*.  15  in  the  third  Division. 

See  this  title  in  the  former  Commissioners*  books  of  titles  of 
Uanover  in  the  claim  of  Napthali  Uurlbut. 


BOOK  OP  THE  FIFTEEN  TOWNSHIPa  581 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP. 

CORNELIUS  BELLES. 
Sub.  65a 

Claims  lot  N^  6  in  the  second  Division  of  lots  in  Newx)ort 
Township. 

See  the  title  of  Matthew  Co  veil  in  tDe  late  Commissioners* 
book  of  title  of  Newport. 

Dee<l  9  Nov'. ,  1801.     Con  :  130  Dls. 

Matthew  Covell  to  Henry  Bennet  for  this  lot. 
I>eed  5  March,  1802.     Con :  300  Dls. 

Henry  Bennet  to  Claimant  for  the  same  lot. 


WILLIAM  BELLESFELT. 
Sub.  80«. 

Claims  lot  N°.  14  in  the  second  tier  of  the  first  Division  of  lots 
in  Newport. 

See  the  title  of  Henry  Bennet  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
Book  of  titles  in  Newport. 

OfBce  copy  filed.  Henry  Bennet  to  William  Bell esfelt  for  lot 
N".  14  in  the  second  tier  of  the  first  Division  Dated  the  .V** 
March,  1802.     Consideration  £02. 10. 


ABRAHAM  SMITH. 

Snb.  187. 

Claims  lot  N".  7  in  the  Second  tier,  first  division.  This  title 
^was  made  out  and  entered  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book 
of  titles  of  Newport  To\vnshii>;  but  no  Certificate  was  f^ranted 
ci^  w«,s  returned,  belonffing  to  a  non-resident  ri^ht.  Under 
the  last  Supplement  to  the  Act  of  1709  this  was  one  of  the 
6l>ectal  cases  alhideil  to  in  that  Supplement  and  therefore  the 
C!ommissioners  deem  this  a  good  title. 
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ELEAZER  DANA. 
Sub.  1003. 

Claims  lot  N**.  22  in  the  second  Division. 

See  the  title  of  Martin  Vandine  in  the  former  Commss'*  book 
of  titles  of  Newport  Township  for  Anderson  Dana'B  title  to  this 
lot. 

Deed  27  Sep^ ,  171)4.     C^on. 

Anderson  Dana  to  Claimant  for  this  lot. 


Sub.  273. 

Joseph  Reader  in  trust  for  the  heirs  of  Adrian  Lines, deceased, 
Viz:  Conrad  Lines,  Samuel  Lines,  Abraham  Lines,  Rachel 
Lines  &  Clary  Lines.  Claims  a  Lot  being  the  100  Acre  lot  be- 
longing to  N°.  48  in  the  third  Division. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  for  Newport, 
where  the  title  is  made  out  for  100  Acre  lot  of  N*.  48  in  the 
third  division. 

Note.— The  Town  Book  of  Newport  being  produced,  &  Jona- 
than Smith,  town  Clark,  also  appeared  to  explain.  It  appears 
that  there  are  two  lots  belonging  to  N*  48  in  the  third  divi- 
sion, viz  :  one  100  Acre  lot  &  another  of  50  Acres  to  make  up  the 
quantity  of  150  Acres  to  this  number. 

Deed  10  Mav,  1802.      C^on  :  £50. 

Daniel  M<=Mullen  to  Joseph  Reader  and  the  children  of  Adrian 
Lines,  deceased. 

Deed  25  Jan>. ,  1808.      Con  :  £5. 

Joseph  Reader  to  Conrad,  Samuel,  Abraham,  Rachel  &  Clary 
Lines,  children  of  Adrian  Lines,  deceased. 

Deed  25  Jan^. ,  1808.     Con     £5. 

Henry  Fritz  to  Samuel,  Conrad,  Ahrnham,  Rachel  and  Clary 
Lines,  Children  of  AV)raham  Lines,  deceased. 


NATHAN  KINGSLEY. 

Sub.  976.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N^  27  in  the  second  Division  and  lot  N*.  53  In  the 
third  Division. 
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Newport  List— Drawn  by  John  Hagauian. 

Deposition  filed  of  Mason  F.  Alden,  That  before  the  War 
John  Hagaman  &  William  Andern  one  together,  one  half  right 
or  300  acres,  which  was  laid  out  in  Newport,  but  deponent  can- 
not recollect  the  number  of  the  lots ;  but  recollects  that  after 
the  right  was  entered  Andern  sold  his  part  of  said  right  to 
Nathan  Kingsley  &  deponent  has  always  considered  the  said 
I^ands  among  the  lots  set  in  the  list  to  John  Hagaman  and  that 
Andern  has  always  been  considered  by  deponent  as  Owning 
lands  in  Newport. 

West.  Rec*. ,  page  1245. 

William  Andern  to  Nathan  Kingsley  for  one  right  of  Land 
laid  out  in  Newport  Township.  Deed  dated  26  March,  1774. 
Con:  £50. 


JOHN  JACOBS,  Jiin'. 

Sub.  290.     Oath  filed. 

niaims  a  50  Acre  lot  being  part  of  lot  N*.  48  in  the  third  divi- 
sion, for  James  M^Mullen,  George  M^'Mullen,  Betsy  Konglin 
wife  of  Jacob  Konglin  and  in  right  of  Elenor  the  Wife  of  Claim- 
ant. 

See  the  title  of  Joseph  Reader  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
Book  of  titles  of  Newport  Township  for  this  title  into  Daniel 
M'^Mullen  ;  see  also  Joseph  Reader  title  for  the  heirs  of  Adrian 
Lines  in  page  13  of  this  book  in  explanation  of  this  title. 

See  deposition  filed  that  the  above  named  James,  George, 
Betsy  &  Elenor  are  all  the  Children  of  Daniel  M^MuUen,  De- 
ceased. 


CHRISTIAN  SARVER 

Sub.  58. 

Claims  Lot  N".  19  in  the  Second  Division. 

Newport  List— Drawn  by  Ephraim  Harris. 

Office  Copy  filed  of  a  Deed  from  Andrew  Alden  to  William 
Hyde,  dated  Nov.  20^*',  1795  Con  :  1^100  for  Lots  NM9  &  38  in 
the  second  division. 

Deed  5  Ap'. ,  1796.     Con  :  £15. 

William  Hyde  to  Benjamin  Perry  for  Lot  N*'.  19  in  the  second 
Division  to  contain  100  Acres. 
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Deed  3  Sep». ,  1801.     Con  :  200  DIk. 

Benjamin  Perry  to  Claimant  for  lot  N".  19  in  the  Second 
Division  to  contain  100  Acres. 


SALEM  TO^VNSHIP. 

MICHAEL  SYBERT. 
8ab.  428.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N°.  4  in  the  second  division  of  this  Township. 

See  his  title  entered  in  the  former  Commissioners*  1k>oK  of 
titles  of  Salem  Township. 

On  Application  to  the  former  Board  of  Commissioners  it  was 
alled^ed  that  the  Claimant  held  this  Land  under  a  Pennsyl- 
vani.i  title  and  therefore  this  claim  for  that  reason  was  re- 
jected, but  it  now  appears  from  the  Statement  of  Alexander 
Jameson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  town  Committee,  that  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  this  lot,  is  not  included  in  the  Pennsylvania 
claim  refered  to  by  the  former  Board,  and  is  therefore  admitted 
by  the  present  Commissioners. 


HONTETER  SYBERT. 

Sub.  42H.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N°.  14  iu  the  wecond  division. 

See  his  title  entered  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of 
titles  of  Salem  Township. 

This  title  Stands  under  the  same  circumstances  of  the  above 
title  of  Michael  Sybert,  and  is  now  admitted  for  the  same  rea- 
sons. 

Sub.  1082. 

Samuel  Blight  by  his  Attorney  Thomas  Dyer,  Claims  lot  N'. 
37  in  the  third  Division. 

Power  of  Attorney,  Samuel  Blight  to  Thomas  Dyer. 

Salem  list— Drawn  by  the  Reverend  Stephen  White. 

See  the  title  of  Martin  Hirt  and  of  John  Abbot  in  the  former 
Commissioners'  books  of  titles  for  Salem  Towuship. 
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DepoKition  liletl  of  Thoinaa  Dyer,  That  Mary,  Lydia,  Susanna 
John,  Ehsha  &  Sally  are  the  Names  of  all  the  children  of 
Stepnen  White,  deceased,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  that 
he  has  been  Acquainted  with  the  family  of  the  said  Stephen 

White. 

Dee<l  27  Feb^. ,  1801.     Con  :  200  Dls. 

Mary  White,  Lydia  Elderkin,  Susanna  White,  John  White, 
Rlisha  White  &  Sally  White,  heirs  to  Stephen  White,  dec*.,  to 
Samuel  Blight  for  this  among  other  lots. 


Sub.  1023, 

JaV>ez  Adams  by  his  Att'.  Thomas  Dyer,  Esquire,  Claims  the 
one-half  of  Lot  N^  18  in  the  third  Division. 

See  the  title  of  Joseph  Parks  in  the  former  Commissioners* 
Books  of  titles  in  Salem  Township,  for  the  title  of  Claimant 
to  this  half  Lot. 

Power  of  Attorney  dated  Dec*^.,  1803,  Jabez  Adams  to 
Thomas  Dyer. 


Sub.  958. 

William  Howard,  James  Howard,  Nathan  Howard  and  Vine 
JHoward  by  their  Att^"  Alexander  Jameson. 

Claims  lots  N*.  7  in  the  second  Division  and  N*.  37  in  the  third 
Division. 

Salem  List— Drawn  by  Cap'.  John  Howard. 

See  power  of  Atty.  filed. 

See  Certificate  filed  of  W»  J.  Williams,  Clk  of  Probate 
dated  probate  Office,  Windham  District,  9*^  March,  1808,  of  an 
Extract  from  the  Will  of  John  Howard,  dec**.,  devising  the 
above'Lands  to  his  Sons  William  Howard  J,  to  James  Howard 
i,  to  Nathan  Howard  i,  and  to  his  three  grand  children,  chil- 
dren of  his  son  John  Howard  \. 

Certificate  filed  of  Justice  Moseley  of  Hampton,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  that  the  Male  heirs  of  John  Howard  were 
John  the  Younger,  William,  James  and  Nathan,  That  John 
tlie  Younger  has  deceased  and  left  only  one  heir,  namely  Vine 

oward. 
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Sub.  955. 

Jame8  Howard  by  his  Atty.  Alexander  Jameson  Claims  lot 
N^  13  in  the  third  Division. 

Salem  List.— Drawn  by  James  Howard. 


ALEXANDER  JAMESON. 

Sub.  898. 

Claims  Lot  N«.  39  in  the  third  Division. 
Salem  list— Dra^\n  by  Jeremiah  Ross. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners*  Books  of  titles  of  Salem 
Township  tor  the  title  to  this  Lot  into  Thomas  Parks. 

Power  of  Attorney  filed  of  Thomas  Parks  to  Patnain  Cat- 
lin,  Dated  7  June,  1796. 

Deed  25  March,  1808.     Con  :  10  Dls. 

Putnam  Catlin  to  Claimant  for  this  Lot. 


HUNTINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 

THOMAS   STEVENS. 

Sub.  893.     Oath  filed. 

Thomas  Stevens,  Attorney  of  Thomas  Stevens  who  for  him- 
self and  £W  Agent  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Stevens,  Dec**. 
Claims  Lots  N°.  22  in  the  first  Division, 

N".  49  in  the  Second  Division  & 
N°.  34  in  the  third  Division. 

Huntington  list— Drawn  by  Thomas  Stevens. 

Power  of  Attorney,  Dated  12  June,  1807.  Thomas  Stevens 
for  himself  and  Agent  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Stevens  his 
father,  dec**.,  to  Tho".  Stevens  to  take  the  management  of  his 
Lands  in  Huntington. 

GERSHOM    HEWITT. 
Sub.  704.      Oath  filed. 

Thomas  Stevens,  Att^  in  fact  for  (iershom  He  wit.  Claims 
lots  N^  45  and  i  of  N".  52  both  in  the  third  Division. 
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See  the  titles  of  Elijah  Goodwin,  Sebastian  Sybert,  Thomas 
Dodson  and  Nathan  Munro  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book 
of  titles  in  Huntington  Township. 

Power  of  Attorney,  Dated  11  June,  1807. 

Gershora  Hewit  to  Thomas  Stevens  to  recover  and  take  care 
of  his  Lands  in  the  County  of  Luzerne  for  himself  and  as  Agent 
and  parent  of  Benjamin  Hewit,  Gershom  Hewit,  jun'. ,  John 
Stannard  and  Hep8it)eth  his  wife,  Anthony  Horseford  and 
Sarah  his  wife  and  Anna  Hewit. 


TRUEMAN  MDNROK. 
8ab.  933. 

Claims  one  third  of  Lots  N^  9  &  88  in  the  third  Division. 
See  the  Titles  of  Ransford  Hoyt  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers* Book  of  titles  in  Huntington. 

Deed  6^  July,  1807.     Con :  40  Dollars. 

Stephen  Hoyt  and  Ransford  Hoyt  to  Claimant  for  all  their 
right,  title,  claim  and  demand  to  these  lots. 

N.  B.  —By  referring  to  the  title  of  Ransford  Hoyt  as  above  it 
will  appear  that  Ransford  &  Stephen  Hoyt  were  each  entitled 
to  one  third  of  these  Lots.  The  Claimant  has  received  the  Cer- 
tificate of  the  former  Board  for  Ransford*s  Share  and  he  now 
Claims  a  Certificate  for  Stephen's  share,  being  one  third. 


ABRAHAM  WOOLIEVER. 

.   1013. 

Claims  lot  N°.  47  in  the  third  Division. 

[nntington  list— Drawn  V>y  John  Ferry  on  John  Hubbard's 
right. 

:K>eed  15  October,  1796.     Oon :  80  Dollars. 

John  Ferry  to  Joseph  C^lerk  Ferry  for  Lot  N".  47  in  the  third 
ivision  of  J^nds  in  Huntington,  containing  100  Acres. 

eed  3  FeV)^,  1801.     Con  :  250  Dls. 

Jo-^eph  C  Ferry  to  David  Kinney  for  the  same  lot  as  abovo 
ntioned. 

eed  13  Oct'.,  1801.     ( -on  :  Ji5  Dls. 

^avid  Kinny  to  Claimant  for  the  same  Lot  of  Land. 
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Sub.  944.     Oath  filed. 

Abiel  Fellows  &  Stephen  Harrison,  Town  Committee. 

Claims  Lot  N^  13  in  the  second  Division  &  lot  N«.  24  in  the 
third  Division. 

Huntinpfton  List  Lot  N*".  13  drawn  as  a  Parsonage  Lot. 

N*>.  24  drawn  as  a  School  lot. 

See  Huntington  titles  under  the  former  Commissioners  for 
a  Certificate  that  Said  Fellows  &  Harrison  are  the  Town 
Committee. 

STEPHEN  HARRISON. 

Sub.  1008.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lots  N«.  35  in  the  first  Division  N«.  3  in  the  second  Di- 
vision and  N®.  8  in  the  third  Division  for  the  Heirs  of  John 
Franklin,  Deceased. 

Huntington  List— Drawn  by  John  Williams. 

West.  Rec*  page  997.  John  Williams  to  John  Franklin  for 
two  whole  rights  or  Shares  of  Land  in  the  Township  of  Hunt- 
ington, in  Westmoreland,  and  by  first  division  lots  laid  out  by 
N«.  35  &  ol. 

N.  B.  —John  Franklin,  one  of  the  heirs,  appears  before  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  and  suggests  that  his  Father  John 
Franklin  did  Sell  lot  N°.  35  in  the  first  Division,  to  one  Peter 
Fundy  many  years  ago,  and  therefore  the  Commissioners  will 
Issue  no  Certificate  for  lot  N".  35  in  the  first  Division  to  Claim- 
ants. 


JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

Sub.  1044.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lots  N°.  18  in  the  second  Division  &  N*.  11  in  the  third 
Division. 

Huntington  List— Drawn  by  John  Franklin. 

West.  Rec"*,  page  46.  John  Franklin  to  Claimant  for  half  of 
Lot  N**.  19  &  20  and  the  After  Divisions  of  lot  N».  fiO. 

Office  Copy  filed.  John  Franklin  to  his  Son  Billa  Franklin 
for  the  above  Claimed  Lauds,  Luzerne  Records,  Book  N^  5, 
page  45.     Deed  dated  23  June,  1797.     Con :  Affection,  A^. 

Deed  10  July,  1807.     Con :  other  I/ands. 

Billa  Franklin  to  ptiient  Cbilaiaat  tor  ||||.  mum  Lands 
(being  a  *'"^       ^"^     '"       " 
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JOHN  RHODES  &  JOHN  DODSON. 

Sub.  1004. 

Cluims  ninety-seven  Acres  and  ninety-nine  perches  part  ot 
Lots  N".  19  &  20  in  the  first  Division. 
Claim  for  half  Lot  N".  19. 

Huntington  list— Drawn  by  John  Ferry. 

I3ook  produced  of  Susquehanna  Company  Records,  page  3, 
John  Ferry  and  John  Ferry,  jun^,  to  John  Franklin  for  lot 
N«.  19  in  the  first  Division.  Deed  dated  15  July,  1776.  Con: 
other  Lands. 

For  the  rest  of  the  title  into  John  Franklin  see  the  title  of 
said  Franklin  on  the  preceding  page. 

Deed  30  Sep*. ,  1807.     Con  :  300  Dollars. 

John  Franklin  to  Claimants  for  that  part  of  Lot  N^  19  & 
20  in  the  first  Division,  lying  West  of  the  Road  or  Highway, 
running  North  &  South,  containing  by  the  lost  Survey  97  ". 
99  p".  with  the  Usual  Allowance. 


PHILIP  GOSS. 
Sub.  481.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  one  Seventh  undivided  part  of  lot  N".  33  in  the  third 
Division. 

See  his  title  for  the  other  part  in  tho  former  Commissioners* 
book  of  Titles  in  Huntington. 

Deed  28^'»  Sep*. ,  1807.     Con  :  20  Dols. 

Nathaniel  G-oss  to  Philip  Goss  for  all  his  title  to  the  above 
Lot 
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PLYMOUTH  TOWNSHIP. 

THOMAS  WRIGHT. 
Sub.  90. 

Claims  lot  N».  25  in  the  tifth  Division  of  this  Township. 

It  appears  to  the  present  Board  of  Commissioners  that  there 
has  been  a  mistake  in  his  title  in  the  former  Commissioners* 
Book  of  titles  for  Plymouth,  as  it  respects  lot  N".  25  in  the 
fourth  Division ;  by  refering  to  the  title  of  Joel  &  Anna  Camp 
in  the  last  mentioned  titles,  the  Title  of  Thomas  Wright  will 
be  explained,  and  the  said  Tliomas  Wright  has  returned  hiB 
Certificate  for  the  lot  in  the  fourth  Division,  which  is  claimed 
by  Samuel  Heatli.     See  his  title,  page  42  of  this  Book. 

Deed  of  Assignment,  5  Feb'.,  1800. 

Joel  and  Anna  Camp  for  aM  this  lot  except  7o  Acres. 
Deed  of  Assignment,  25*''  March,  1807. 

Noah  Wadhams  to  Thomas  Wright  for  the  Same. 


ABRAHAM  NISBIT. 

Sub.  J565. 

(Jliiinis  lot  N^  10  in  the  fifth  Division. 

See  his  title  in  the  former  Commissioners'  Books,  in  which 
this  lot  has  been  overlooked. 


Sub.  34(i.     Oath  filed. 

Samuel  Heath  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Heath,  deceased. 

Claims  Six  ninths  undivided  of  Lot  N".  25  in  the  4^*»  Division 
and  N^  i:nnthelifth  Division. 

See  Ihe  titlo  for  the  heirs  of  Thonms  Heath  in  the  former 
Commissioners'  hook  of  title  of  Plymouth  in  which  the  title 
to  these  Lots  jire  Stated,  but  by  mistake  a  Certificate  was 
issued  to  Thomas  Wright  for  lot  N'\  25  which  is  now  returned 
to  the  Commissioners. 
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SAMUEL  HEATH. 
Sub.  346.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  three-Ninths  undivided  parts  of  Lot  N".  25  in  the 
fourth  Division,  and  of  Lot  N".  13  in  the  tifth  Division. 

See  the  title  of  the  Heirs  of  Thomas  Heath  as  in  the  above 
title. 

Claims  One-ninth  as  one  of  the  Heirs  of  lliomas  Heath, 
Dec**.,  and  one-ninlh  as  follows: 

Deed  11  Oct'.,  180(5.     Con-:  50  Dls. 

John  Heath  to  Samuel  Heath  for  all  his  right  to  the  Lands 
of  his  father  Thoman  Heath,  Dec*. 
And  one-ninth  more  as  follows: 

Deed  10  June,  1803.     Con :  54  Dls. 

Amos  Roberts  and  Mary  Roberta  for  all  their  right  to  the 
Liands  of  Thomas  Heath,  dec^.     This  nompleats  the  |. 


LEVI  BRUNSON. 
©ub.  922. 

Claims  Lot  N«.  2  in  the  fifth  Division. 

See  the  title  of  David  Reynolds  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
!£ook  of  Titles  in  Plymouth  for  David  Reynolds'  title  to  this  lot. 

JDeed  July  8"',  1807.     Con  :  free  gift. 

David  Reynolds  to  Levi  Brunson  for  this  Lot,  containing 
l)y  estimation  150  Acres. 

N.  B.  — This  Lot  was  Certified  by  mistake  by  the  former 
Board  to  Cfeorge  P.  Ransom,  but  is  now  given  up  by  him  lis 
lie  claims  no  title  thereto 


PETER  STEEL,  junr. 
Sub.  931. 

Claims  two  equal  undivided  fifth  i^arts  of  lot  N".  27  in  the 
fifth  Division. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  in  Plymouth 
"file  title  of  William  Baker  and  Daniel  Ayres  &;  also  the  title  of 
William  Baker  for  the  title  of  William  Baker  to  this  lot. 
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Deed  IS^**  Jan.,  1803.      C^on  :  20  Dls. 

William  Baker  And  Wife  to  Claimant  for  two-fifths,  equal 
undivided  parts. 


JOSIAH  IVES. 

Claims  1  Aoro  and  loO  perches  of  House  lot  N*.  1,  upper  tier. 
See  the  title  of  John  Pierce  for  part  of  the  same  Lot  to  Jotin 
N.  Wooley. 

Deed  26  March,  1701.     Con  :  £14. 

John  N.  Wooley  to  Claimant,  beginninf^  at  a  Stake  the  N. 
W.  corner  of  Meadow  Lot  N°.  1  and  the  S.  E.  corner  of  House 
lot  N^  I  on  the  highway  between  Kingston  and  l*ly month, 
and  rnnnini^  southwesterly  with  the  line  of  the  said  Meadow 
lots  10  perches  to  the  S.  E.  corner  of  Lot  N".  3,  then  running 
the  full  breadth  of  10  perches  of  said  house  lot  N«.  1  N.  S'V^  W. 
between  Lot  N°.  2  and  the  said  highway  thirty-one  perches 
to  a  Stake,  Containing  one  Acre  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
perches. 


JOSEPH  REYNOLDS. 

Sub.  1018. 

Claims  the  Northwesterly  half  of  Lot  N^  51,  in  the  fifth  Divi- 
sion. 

See  the  Title  of  Levi  Brunson  for  the  other  half  in  the  former 
Commissioners'  book  of  titles  in  Plymouth  for  which  the  title 
is  made  out  compleat  in  the  Claimant. 


JOSHUA  &  BENAJAH  FULLER 

Sub.  loO. 

Claims  lot  .N".  t2<)  iu  the  fifth  Division. 

Plymouth  List — Drawn  by  Enos  (fale. 

The  rest  of  this  title  dolavM  t<>  b<*  ])rodueed  before  the  Com- 
mission (.'losed  ;  these  are  in  the  hands  of  Claimant. 
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LAWRENCE  MYERS. 
Siib.  918.     Oath  filed.. 

Claims  Seven  Acres  more  or  less,  bein^^  part  of  Iiots  N".  6,  7,. 
&  8,  upper  tier  of  Meadow  lots. 

See  the  titles  of  Lawrence  Myers  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers' books  of  titles  for  Plymouth,  as  also  the  title  of  Nathan 
Parrish  in  the  same  book. 

Deed  6  Aug'.,  1807.     Con  :  97  Dls.  11  Cents. 

James  Wheeler,  Sherlflf,  (Seized  as  the  property  of  Nathan 
Parrish),  to  (Claimant  for  a  i>arcel  of  Land  situate  in  Ply- 
mouth Township,  bounded  as  follows:  On  lands  of  Darius 
Williams  on  the  Wcht,  by  the  River  Susquehanna  on  the  South 
and  on  the  Creek,  commonly  called  the  Island  Creek  on  the 
East  and  North,  containing  7  acres  more  or  less 


SARAH  GRUBB 

Sub.  1012.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  parts  of  House  Lots  N^  1,  2,  3,  4,  &  5  and  lots  N".  41 
&  42.in  the  third  Division. 

Claim  for   House  lot  N".  1 : 

See  the  title  of  John  Pierce  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  in  Plymouth,  where  itap]>ear8  that  the  tide  was 
in  Ebenezer  Parrish  for  this  lot. 

Claim  for  iwirt  of  House  lot  N".  2 : 

See  the  title  of  Darius  Williams  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers* book  of  t  itles  in  Plymouth,  as  also  the  title  of  John  Joseph, 
same  book,  where  it  ap|iears  that  the  title  of  this  also  was  in 
Elwnezer  Parrish. 

Claim  for  part  of  House  lots  3,  4  &:  5: 

See  the  titl**  of  ]>arius  Williams  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers* book  of  titles  in  Plymouth  for  the  title  of  Nathan  Parrish 
to  these  lots  of  Jiand. 

Dee<l  0»l'  A  p.,  ITIKJ.     Con  :  £50. 

Nathan  Parrisli  to  Peter  Ci rubb  for  part  of  house  lots  N**  iJ,  4 
&  5,  containing   14  acres  more  or  less,  Begiiniing  on  the  West 
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gide  of  the  highway  that  runs  tliro'  the  middle  of  said  House 
iota  on  the  north  line  ot  House  lot  H".  3,  th«uce  runuiuK  on 
the  weHt  Hide  ot  8aid  Highway  'iO  rods  to  a  bouudary  near  Ibe 
corner  ot  Aaron  Dettn's  House,  tlieu.,e  N.  34  W.  16  rods,  thence 
B.  63  W.  10  rods,  thwice  N.  Si  \V.  00  rods,  thence  N.  M  E.  80 
rods  luid  thence  to  thf)  first  bountle.  &  one  other  piece  of  Land 
ill  the  third  Division  N".  8  Joining  Land  u(  John  Wooley,  con- 
taining liO  acres  more  or  leiiH. 
DetMi  4  CJctober,   1739.      <:;on  :  r,0£. 

Ebenezer  Parrish  to  Peter  Gruhb  for  part  of  House  lots  M". 

1  &  2,  Beginning  at  the  higtiway  that  )>asseH  by  the  house  1 
now  live  iu  to  Plymouili  Town,  thenpc  running  on  the  north- 
erly line  of  House  lot  N».  I  and  Southerly  line  of  House  lot  N*. 

2  to  the  line  between  the  house  lots  and  the  third  division  lotx,  • 
estimated  at  10  Acres  more  or  les8. 

Claim  for  lot  N".  4  in  the  third  Division  :  '■ 

Plymouth  list— Drawn  by  Abraham    Brolcaw. 

Bee  the  title  of  Bamuel  Lucas  in  ttie  former  ComralssionerH 
book  ot  titles  in  Plymouth  for  this  lot  in  Lawrence  Myers. 

See  dejiosition  ot  Lawrence  Myers  that  in  his  deed  to  Ebeii- 
ezer  Parrltih  for  part  of  house  lot  N°.  10  was  jncluded  a  con- 
veyance for  lot  N°.  41  in  the  third  division  !   ..' 
Deed  7  May.  17£k4.      Con  :  £3a 

Ebene/.er  Parrish  to  Peter  ftrubh  for  Lot  S°.  41  in  Plymouth, 
in  the  third  division,  containing  30  Acres  more  or  leas. 

C'laim  for  Lot  N",  43  in  the  third  Division  : 
Plymoulli  List  — Drawn  by  Zebulon  Butler. 
Deed  4  Jany. ,  1791.     Con  :  far,. 

Zehnlon  Butler  to  Peter  Gruhb   for  Lot  S°.  43  In  the  third 
Division,  cnntaiiiinj;  about  30  Acres,  luort'  or  less. 
Deed  34  Nov. ,  1«03.      Con  :  £380. 

Benjamin  Dorrance,  Sheriff  ot  Luzerne  County,  to 'Wnilain 
Oralib  for  Ih.i  followinB  described  trant  ..f  Land,  Situate  in 
Plymoulli  Townxhiii,  hounded  northerly  on  ihe  public  high- 
way between  King^tnu  and  Plymouth,  Soullii-i-ly  on  Lands  ot 
Aaron  Dean,  containing  alMiut  8.1  Acres. 
Deed  in  Aug'.,  ISOT-     Con  :  401  DIs,  1.1  Cent 

'William  Cralib  to  I  'liiiiimnt  for  the  Land  last  d 
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JOSHUA  PUGH. 
Sub.  1048. 

Claims  lot  N".  12  in  the  fifth  Division. 

Plymouth  list— Drawn  by  Abraham  Brokaw. 

Office  copy  filed.  Abraham  Brokaw  to  Lawrence  Myers  for 
lot  N».  13  in  the  fifth  Division.  Deed  dated  June  26»\  1793. 
Con :  ;£11C  for  this  among  other  Lands. 

Office  copy  filed.  Lawrence  Myers  to  Samuel  Allen  for  the 
same  lot.     Deed  dated  February  3*,  1795.     Con :  other  Lauds. 

Deed  1  March,  1801.     Con  :  93  Dls. 

Samuel  Allen  to  John  Bidlack  for  the  same  Lot  of  Land. 
Deed  24  Oct^ ,  1807.     Con  ;  46  Dls. 

John  Bidlack  to  Claimant  for  this  Lot. 


THOMAS  CAS 
Sub.  1048. 

Claims  one-third  (33  Acres  Set  off)  of  Lot  N^  6  in  the  fifth 
Division. 

Plymouth  List — Drawn  by  David  Marvin. 

See  the  title  of  Samuel  Pringle  in  the  former  Commissioners* 
book  of  titles  in  Plymouth  for  i>art  of  the  title  of  this  lot. 

Office  copy  filed.  Zerah  &  Matthew  Marvin  to  Samuel  Prin- 
g\e  for  one-third  of  the  fifth  division  lot  N®.  6.  Deed  dated  May 
the  16»\  1798.     Con  :  130  Dls. 

Deed  27  J  une  1801.     Com  :  33  Dls. 

Samuel  Pringle  to  John  Bidlack  for  one-third  of  this  lot,  that 
part  joining  on  Bedford  Line  and  the  back  line  of  the  Town  at 
right  Angles  across  said  lot  and  to  contain  83  Acres,  more  or 
less.  Deed  24  Oct^ ,  1807.     Con :  46  Dls. 

John  Bidlack  to  Claimant  for  the  Same. 


BENAJAH  FULLER. 

Sub.  376.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N^  34  in  the  fifth  Division. 
Plymouth  List  Set  to  Isaac  Van  Campen. 
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8oe  in  thor»riiierOomiiiiK8i(>iKTH'  book  of  titles  of  Plymouth, 
in  the  titlit  o(  CliiirleH  Kuruey  t  lie  Deed  from  Ihhoc  Van  Cant)wit 
to  Robert  Faulkner  fur  tbe  whole  right. 
De«<l  UAp'.,  17W,     Con:  £ia 

Robert  Faulkner  to  Htiimiel  Allen  for  lot  N'.  34  in  the  fifth 
DivLKloM. 
Ueeil  10  May,  1700.     Con  :  £40. 

Stvmuel  Allen  to  Eilen  KugRleH  for  lh»  Mnme  lot. 
Deed  0  Nov..  1807.     Ooii:  £14«. 

Edt^n  KuKifk-H  tu  BenAJali  Fnller  fur  llie  Same. 


LUKE  BWBATLAND. 
Sub.  DOT. 

Claims  Lot  N°.  23  in  the  flfth  DivlHion. 

8<-e  in  the  former  <'oninii>iHioiierH'  )>ook  of  Plymouth  Title 
the  title  of  Baninel  Lucoh  for  tliiH  title  into  Clttimant. 
Deed  13  PebJ.,  179.5.      Con  :  £in. 

Samuel  Allen  to  Claimant  for  tbiii  tot,  B(>o  the  Deed  and  ei 
ilorxenient  by  way  of  afTliluvii  thei-eun,  >>y  Hamuel  Allen  as  i 
the  Identity  of  the  Lot. 


JOHN  LDIIEKAUX. 
Snb.  lHi4. 

ClHims  lot  N'.  fl  in  the  Fifth  Division. 

Bee  the  title  of  Jofhua  Hennet  In  the  former  OommlasioDera' 
book  of  titleK  in  Plynioutti. 
Deed  34  Ont'.,  1S07.      Con  ;  200  Dl-.. 

Joshna  Henn<-t  to  l>lul<-iii<>n  1ii<llack  for  tblH  lot 
Deed  20  Nov, ,   1807      <  ;on  :  20()  1  Hh. 

PiLilenioii  Bidlaek  to  Clainiuiil  for  (IiIh  Ioi. 


Snb.  1012.     (Mill  llli'd. 
Hiiiidi   ({riibli  u-i.low  <if   P.-t.'r   Uriibb.  deeeased.  in  trnat  for 
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Claims  two-thirds  of  Iiot  N".  1,  in  the  fourth  Division. 
See  in  the  foiiner  Commissioners'  book  of  Plymouth  Titles, 
tlie  title  of  this  lot  into  Arnold  Colt. 

Deeil  10  March,  1793.     Con:  £20. 

Arnold  Colt  to  Peter  Grubb  for  two-thirds  of  Lot  N".  1  in  the 
fourth  Division. 


Sub.  34.    Oath  filed. 

Noah  Wadhams  &  Calvin  Wadhams,  Executors  of  Noah 
Wad  hams,  deceased. 

Claims  in  trust  for  the  Heirs  of  said  Deceiised,  two-thirds  of 
Lot  Number  ;W,  in  the  ilfth  Division,  undivided. 

See  in  the  former  (Commissioners'  book  of  Plymouth  titles, 
amon^  Noah  Wadham's  titles,  the  title  for  this  Lot  in  him. 

Office  Copy  filed  bein^an  extract  of  the  Will  of  the  said  dec*. 
Noah  Wadhams  appointing  the  Above  Noali  and  Calvin  Exe- 
cutortt  of  the  said  Noali. 


KINGSTON  TOWNSHIP. 


ELIJAH  SHOEMAKER. 

Sub.  a 

Claims  House  lot  N".  37. 

Kingston  List— Drawn  by  John  Dorrance. 

OfTice  Copy  filed.  John  Dorrance  to  Heniamin  Dorrance  for 
Specifie<l  Lots  and  for  all  other  Lands  of  the  said  John  Dor- 
rance owne<l  by  him  in  the  ( -ounty  of  Luzerne.  Deed  dated 
Ap'.  r\  17fl0. 

Deed"  30  June,  18<)7.     Con  :  40  Dls. 

Benjamin  Dorrance  to  (Claimant  for  House  Lot  N".  37. 


5:W  1U)()K  OF  'VWE   V\FT\:\:y  T()WN>^H1PS. 


LA\VUKN(^K  MYKK8,  Ksiiui 

Town  Committee.  ;  ' 

Siib.  989. 

Claims  Seven  pieces  of  Pul)lic  Land,  Viz: 

One  piece  adjoining?  Abigail  Harris  and  the  Susquehanna 
Hiver,  one  other  piece  adjoining  John  Gore,  the  Susquehanna 
River  and  the  town  plot;  Anotlier  piece  adjoining  the  Road 
and  Elijah  Shoemaker  and  the  Town  plot ;  Another  piece  ad- 
joining the  Town  plot,  Abigail  Harris  and  the  publio  Road,  and 
another  piece  adjoining  Philip  Myers,  Town  plot  and  William 
Treeks,  &c.  Also  the  Mile  Lot  Situate  between  Lots  N^  4  & 
5  first  in  tlie  fourth  division.  , 


SARAH    GRUBB, 
Witlow  of  Peter  Orubb,  Esquire,  deceased       . 

Sub.  991.     Oath  filed.  '     '    ' 

Claims  in  trust  for  the  Heirs  of  the  Said  Peter  Grubb,  dec*.. 
Six  Acres  and  thirty-three  Perches  of  Lot  N".  1  in  the  3*  Dlvi- 
sion. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners*  book  of  Titles  in  Kingston 
in  tlie  title  of  John  Pierce  the  title  into  Darius  Williams. 

Deed  12'»>  March,  1703.     Con  :  £l]0. 

Darius  Williams  to  Peter  Grubb  for  a  certain  part  of  lot  N*. 
1  in  the  third  Divis". 

Begining  at  a  Stake  and  Stones  in  the  Highway  between  Ply 
mouth  and  Kingston  near  the  West  end  of  the  upper  tier  o 
House  Lots  in  said  Plymouth  and  running  with  the  Road  acroi 
said  Lot  to  the  partition  between  lots  N^  1  &  2,  Thence  tbefoM. 
breadtli  of  said  Lot  Southeasterly  between  the  line  of  sa^d  I^o^ 
and  the  highway  between  Plymouth  and  Kingston,  aforesniil 
so  far  as  to  (Contain  ten  Acres.     Out  of  this  Peter  Grubb,  Esq*", 
afore.said,  Sold  to  Arthur  Kvke  4  ".  103  ^\ 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  for  Klnipsto 
Christian  G.  Ochmeg. 

Deed  Nov'.  i;}»\  1807.      Con:  £H. 

Christian  G.  Ocluuig  to  the  Heirs  of  Peter  Grubb,  deu<, 
one*  Acre  &  Seventy  two  ])e relies  of  the  same  Land  l)ack<9^«L^, 


fc 
tin 
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BENJAMIN  DORRxVNCE. 

Sub.  989. 

Claim H  on  V)eha]f  of  the  Proprietors  of  Kingston  Township,  a 
i>{rip  of  Land  between  JjOts  N*.  16 and  17  in  the  fourth  Division. 

See  Benjamin  Newberry's  Survey  of  this  lot  filed  in  the  rough 
minutes  of  this  title. 

Oertilicate  filed  of  Philip  Myers,  Town  Clk,  that  at  a  Meet- 
ing of  the  Proprietors  of  Kingston,  held  at  the  House  of  Philip 
Myers,  on  the  fourth  day  of  December,  1807,  it  waa  voted  that 
Benjamin  Dorrance  be  Authorized  to  apply  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  a  tract  of  Laud  in  trust  for  the  Township  of  King- 
ston, which  said  tract  or  piece  of  Land  was  heretofore  Voted 
to  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Esq^ 


BENJAMIN  DORRANCE. 

Sub.  998. 

Claims  43  Acres  and  48  perches  of  Lot  N".  87  in  the  third 
Division. 

Kingston  List— Drfi,wn  to  the  right  of  Ozias  Gale. 

West.  Rec'^ ,  imge  623.  Ozias  Ciale  to  Justus  Gaylord  for  one 
hundred  Acres  of  his  right  in  Kingston. 

Quantity  and  Quality.  Deed  dated  19  May,  1774.  Con  :  do- 
ing the  duties  of  a  Settler. 

West.  Reed.,  page  773.  Justus  Gaylord  to  Peter  Low  for  a 
quarter  part  of  a  back  lot  drafted  by  Ozias  Gale.  Deed  dated 
the  19  June,  1777.     Con  :  £40  L.  M 

Deed  1  March,  1808.     Con :  40  Dollars. 

Cornelius  Low,  Peter  Hornback  and  his  wife,  Mariah  Hom- 
back,  Samuel  Low,  Cornelius  Swarthout  &  Sarah  his  Wife  to 
Claimant,  for  all  their  Lands  lying  in  Kingston. 

See  deposititm  filed  of  Henry  T.  Osterhout,  That  Cornelius 
Low,  Samuel  Low  &  Mariah  Low.  now  the  Wife  of  Peter  Horn- 
back,  and  Sarah  Low,  now.  the  Wife  of  Cornelius  Swarthout, 
are  all  the  Heirs  of  the  said  Peter  Low,  deceased.  The  same 
attested  to  by  James  Gardner. 
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PITTSTOWN  TOWNSHIP. 


JOHN  PHILIPS. 
Sub.  550. 

Claims  Lot  N^  35  in  tba  last  or  second  Division  of  100  Aere 
Lots  of  Pittstown. 

Pittstown  List— Drawn  by  John  Gary. 

Deed  13  Aug*. ,  1807.     Con  :  5  Cents. 

Jonn  Gary  to  Claimant  for  this  Lot. 


ASA  DIMOCK. 
Sub.  738.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lot  N*.  07  in  the  first  Division  of  100  Acre  Lots.  N*. 
3  in  the  Second  Division  of  100  Acre  Lots.  N».  33  of  the  Meadow 
Lots.     N°.  31  of  the  Pine  Lots. 

Pittstown  list— Drawn  by  Jo.seph  Fish. 

Deed  14  March,  1808.     Con  :  128  Dollars. 

Joseph  Fish  to  Claimant  for  all  his  Claim  to  a  certain  Pro- 
prietors' rij^ht  of  Land  in  the  Township  of  Pittstown. 


HITLDA  BILLINGS. 
Sub.  002.     Oath  filed. 

Widow  of  RansloyHillinfjs,  deceased,  claims  as  natural  Guard- 
ian for  the  heirs  of  wiid  Ransley  Billinjjs,  Viz. :  Jasper,  Phebe, 
Daniel,  Hetsy,  (/jileb,  Georj;e  &  Polly  Hillings.  The  half  of 
Lot  N".  1  in  the  lir.st  division  of  100  Acre  Lots. 

See  in  the  former  Coinniissionc»rs'  l)ook  of  Pittsto'wn  titles  the 
title  of  John  Cortrij^flit  for  the  title  into  Sam*.  Billings. 

See  Ollic(»  Coi)y  filed  of  tln^  Order  of  the  Orphans'  Court  to 
George  Cooper  and  ( !;iin  Rilliiit^s'  .Administrators  to  the  Es- 
tate of  Samutd  Billings  lo  Sell  the  real  Kstate  of  Samuel  Bill- 
ings, deceased. 
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eed  17  Jaii^,  1801.     Con:  127  Dollars. 

(Jain  Billings  and  George  Cooper  to  Increase  Billings  for  the 
id  lot  containing  50  Acres  bounded  Southerly  on  the  Wilkes- 
irre  Town  line,  &c. ,  as  the  Estate  of  Samuel  Billings,  dec**. 

eed  18  March,  1801.     Con  :  Love  &  good  Will. 

Increase  Billings  to  Ransley  Billings  for  the  half  of  the  said 
ot. 


lb.  992.      Oath  filed. 

William  Slocum,  William  Searle  and  Isaac  Wilson, Committee 
the  Proprietors  of  said  Township,  Claims  LotsN".  13,14,  16, 
,  18,  19,  20,  21  &  22  in  the  second  or  last  division  of  hundred 
ire  liots. 

See  Pittstown  list  of  Lots  and  Sambourne  Draft  of  Pittstown 
'  which  it  ap|H*jirs  these  lots  appears  still  remains  undivided 
aong  the  Proprietors. 


lb.  992.     Oath  filed. 

William  Slocum,  William  Searle  and  Isaac  Wilson,  Commit- 
oof  Public  Lands  in  said  Township,  Claims  lots  N*,  10  &  40  in 
e  second  or  last  Division  of  100  Acre  Lots,  also  lot  N*.  66  in 
e   first  division  of  100  Acre  lots  and  N*'.  36,  37  &  38  of  Pino 

fs. 

ttstown  list— Drawn  as  public  rights. 


b.  566.     Oath  filed. 

Keuben  Taylor,  Executor  of  Constant  Searle,  Esq'.,  Dece*. 
aims  for  the  heirs  of  said  deceased  about  one  Acre  of  Land 

what  is  called  the  Fort  lots. 
See  the  title  of  Amos  Fell  in  the  former  Commissioners*  book 

titles  in  Pittstown. 

eed  9  April,  1803.     Con  :  27  Dls.  25  C. 

"Benjamin  Dorrance,  Esquire,  Sheriff,  to  Constant  Searle,  for 
•out  one  Acre,  adjoining  land  of  Robert  Faulkner  on  the 
>uth,  the  river  Susquehannah  on  the  West  and  land  of  Miner 
?ar]e  on  the  North  and  the  highway  on  the  E^st. 
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IN31GN  MILLER. 
Sub.  510.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  pine  lot  N*.  10. 

Pittstown  list— Drawn  by  Barnabas  Gary. 

Deposition  filed  of  John  Gary  that  his  father  Barnabas  Gary 
was  the  x)roprietor  of  pine  lot  N°.  10  and  that  he  Sold  it  to 
Samuel  Miller  and  received  his  pay  for  it,  &  a  Deed  was  wrote 
to  be  executed  but  thro'  some  accident  the  Deed  was  uot 
signed  when  the  said  Barnabas,  deoM. 

Deed  T^  May,  1807.     Gon-  13  Dls. 

Samuel  Miller  to  Claimant  for  this  lot. 


PKOVIDENCE  TOWNSHIP. 

Sub.  545. 

John  Philips,  Attorney  for  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Yeomans. 

Claims  as  Agent  on  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Joseph  Yeo- 
mans,  late  of  South  Carolina,  deceased,  lot  N*.  18  in  this  Town- 
ship. 

Providence  list— Drawn  by  Philip  Windermood. 

Power  of  Attorney— Philip  Windermood  to  Leonard  Winder- 
mood  to  Sell  this  lot,  &c. 

Deed  4"»  Pe.b^,  179G.     Con  :  10  Dls. 

Leonard  Windermood,  Att-^  of  Philip  Windermood,  to  James 
Bttgley,  for  lot  N^  18  in  Providence,  containing  300  Acres,  more 
or  less. 

Deed  7  July  1790.     Con  :  400  Dls. 

James  Bagley  to  Joseph  Yeomans  for  tho  above  lot,  contain- 
ing 400  Acres,  &c. 

Letter  filed  of  Robert  Bagshaw  to  .Fohn  Philips,  dated  at 
Charlestown,  Sr>nth  Carolina.  10  April,  1807,  Stating  that  tho 
Widow  of  Joseph  Yeomans  is  now  his  Wife,  and  requesting 
the  Claimant  to  take  care  of  their  Land  for  them  and  to  en- 
deavour to  ol)Tain  a  tith^  for  it.  This  letter  is  also  signed  Eliza 
Bagshaw,  lalo  Eliza  Y\*oiiians. 


BOOK  OP  THE  FIFTEEN  TOWNSHIPS.  543 


THOMAS  WRIGHT. 

Sub.  819. 

Claims  lot  N°.  42. 

Providence  list— Drawn  by  Jabez  Sill. 

Office  copy  filed.  Jabez  Sill  to  Shadrack  Sill  for  a  right  of 
Lund  in  Providence  Township,  T<ot  N".  42,  containing  400  acres. 
Deed  dated  June  17^\  I78a     Con :  £300. 

Deed  6  Octo^.  1803.     Con  :  £100. 

Sheulrack  Sill  to  Claimant  for  the  Same  lot. 


JONATHAN  DEAN. 

Sub.  1002. 

Claims  part  of  Lot  N^  17  in  Providence  all  that  remains  after 
225  Acres  sold  to  Nathan  Roberts  oft  the  southeasterly  end  are 
taken  ofT,  for  which  see  his  title  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  in  Providence. 

Providence  List — Drawn  for  Ezra  Dean  by  Asa  Upson. 

Deed  13  Sep^ ,  1793.     Con  :  £120. 

Ezra  Dean  to  Jonathan  Dean,  Beginning  easterly  on  the 
River  called  Cowpows  or  Lackawana  River,  and  is  lot  N*.  17. 


EBENEZER  SLOCUM. 
Sub.  620. 

Claims  50  Acres  of  Lot  N".  24  at  the  Northwestmost  Corner. 

See  the  titles  of  William  Case,  John  Holtenback  and  Joseph 
Horsefield,  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  of 
Providence  Township. 

Deed  1  Fel>\,  1802.     Con:  £50. 

Putnam  Catliu  to  Claimant  for50  Acres  tobe  measured  off  at 
the  Westerly  corner  of  said  lot  joining  the  Township  line  on 
the  North  and  the  Lackawana  River  on  the  West,  extending 
half  the  wi<ltli  of  the  Lot  so  far  back  us  to  include  50  Acres  ad- 
joining the  Lackawana. 
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KXETEU  TOWNSHIP. 


HAMIIEI,  PEAS. 


Siil>,  04:(. 
OliiiiiiM  300  AnrcM  wlthoi 
H..f  til.,  titli!  of  Tluniuj 

(lt<)j(iKili<iii  i>r   lli'iijiuiiiii 

ri^lit  til  tlij.4  Liiiitl. 


[(itni.  iMi^t'  —  "f  f  ln«  liook  for  th« 
wlii^rry  UK  t»  Stepli^-ii  Uardoar'B 


[Veil  U  Jfiii^, 


nwi. 


:  .eioa 


Ht<>i>lii-u  Unnliii-r  to  tftamiii-l  Pfns  for  n  ncrtniii  Trnct  or  lot 
■  if  liaiiil  lyiriK  mill  lieirii;  in  tlic  TowriHliiii  of  Ext-ter,  and  is 
bDiiiuU'd  iiH  folluwn:  Hf  |{iuiiiii^  nt  n.  Stake  mid  xlout-ti  at  th« 
«mlliwi^st  of  Williiim  H.inliiLBH  Lmiil,  tlif-iifi.  riumiiig  E.  80 
M.  liy  il)..  Wt-lDw  Xfwborry  w  land  11.1  rods  to  ii  n-liil,- (Uk  tree 
siHiidiiitj:  lit  till-  Moiilhwi'Bt  poriLer  iif  Jiwei>)i  lilnck'ti  liind, 
Thi-Tii'i-  N'.  :100  roilH  i<i  a  Ohcstiiut  trcf,  theiic  N  20  E.  liiOrads 
tou  StiLke,  ttii>ni-ii  Wf«t  SON.  Iin  roils  to  tli<^Tciwnliiif,  thenoe 
B.  30.  20  Wost  to  Williuiii  Harding's  Imid.  tlii>iice  E.  20  a  100 
ro<lM  to  (I  Htiiko,  thniao  B.  30  W.  by  uaid  Hitrding'H  land  t4>  the 
l>liic.i!  iif  Ki'ifjiiiilii^,  (Miiitaiiiini;  thri-e  hiindretl  Acrea. 

H(>i!  tlit^  1>i>|ioKlIioii  llli-d  of  mo[)I).>ii  (lardner,  uf  the  jnt«r- 
riiptioii  of  tho  Uuttlt^moiit  uf  Exuter  TuwuBliip  by  the  ludlftn 
War,  JfcC. 


JOSEPH  SCOTT. 


Hub. 


Oalh  filed. 


Kx^^ciitor  of  John  S<!ott,  d^^ncascd,  in    truxt   for  his  hein, 
Olaitn  III)  Artl-h  and  ISO  purchi's  of  ].un>i  in  E\<-ti-r. 
Eiamhiu  thistitli-. 
Title  not  coini)li'ated. 


THOMAS  MANN. 
OlaiinN  100  Acn-x. 

S<-e  the  title  of  Siinni'-I  IVIl^<.  |iaK<'  x^.  for  tlif  aume  OrlgfnAl 
rirfht. 


r. 


;i** 

% 


^^■•H^/ 


'^^-- 

-M"^ 


IK    -; 


rn"' 


BOOK  OF  THE  FIFTEEN  TOWNSHIPS.  rAT, 

Deposition  (IUmI  of  Hptijamin  Newberry,  Esquire,  that  he  had 
a  Certilicate  in  his  possession  Certifying  that  Stephen  Gard- 
ner was  admitted  a  proprietor  in  Exeter,  which  (.'ertificiite  was 
Bijjjned  by  Zebulon  Hutler  and  one  other  of  the  Susqueliannah 
Company's  Committee,  and  also  a  survey  of  the  Land.  Signed 
l)y  Jolin  Jenkins  and  that  deponant  went  with  said  Gardner 
and  found  .^ome  of  xhe  lines  and  corners  of  said  land. 

Office  Copy  filed.  Stephen  Gardner  to  William  Harding,  for 
a  Lot  of  which  tliis  is  a  jwirt. 

I)ee«l  10  June,  17W.      Con:  £84. 

\Villiam  Harding  to  William  Wilmott  for  a  certain  p.vrcel  of 
Land  in  Exeter,  Beginnintr  at  a  Stake  and  Stones  standing  in 
a  line  of  Land  belonging  to  the  Widow  2>ewberry,  thence  runn- 
ing W.  ll»i  N.  1(X)  rods  to  a  stake.  Standing  in  the  West  line  of 
the  Township  of  Exeter,  thence  N.  1(H  E.  160  rods  to  a  Stake 
and  Stones,  tlience  E.  19^  S.  JOO  rods  to  a  Stake,  thence  S.  19.V 
W.  IGO  rcxls  to  the  first  mentioned  Bounds,  contain*  100  Acres. 

Di^i-iX  IT)  Ap'.,  1800.     Con  :  250  Dls. 

William  Wilmott  to  Isaac  Finch  and  James  Parmerly  for  the 
above  described  lot. 

Deei\  24  June,  1800.     ( V)n  :  120  Pis. 

James  l^armerly  to  Lsaac  Pinch  for  his  part  to  the  same. 
Deed  7  Ap'.,  1802.     Ton  :  120  l>ls. 

Isttac  Finch  to  ('Kimant  for  a  iiart  of  this  lot. 

Two  Deeds  5  Ap^,  1802.     (^on  :  00  Dolls,  each. 

Isaac  Finch  to  Reuben  Culver  for  two  Separate  pieces  of  tho 
Same  of  2')  acres  each. 

Deed  10  March,  1800.     Con  :  120  Dls. 

Reuben  Culver  to  Claimant  for  the  two  25  acre  tracts  which 
makes  the  whoh^  of  tlip  100  Acres  in  Thomas  Mann. 


Sab.  10(.m. 

Jonathan  Dean  in  trust  for  the  heirs  of  Ezra  Dean,  deceased. 
Claims  lot  N".  37  in  Exeter. 

Exeter  list— Drawn  by  Ezra  Dean. 


35-VoL.  XVTII. 
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EBENEZER  WILLIAMS. 
Sub.  698.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  that  part  of  Lot  N'.  20  not  heretofore  certificated  to 
Joseph  Daily. 

See  the  title  of  Ebenezer  Williams  in  the  former  Commis- 
sioners' V^ook  of  titles  of  Exeter,  in  which  there  is  a  title  in  the 
said  Williams  for  half  of  50  Acres  of  said  lot,  and  the  other  half 
of  the  said  part  of  said  lot  remains  in  Comfort  Shaw,  jun'. 

Deed  21  March,  180a     Con :  83  Dls. 

Comfort  Shaw,  jun'. ,  to  Claimant,  a  quit-claim  for  all  his  rig^ht 
in  said  Lot. 


GILBERT  CARPENTER,  jun^ 
Sub.  945. 

Claims  lot  N°.  88. 

Exeter  List— Drawn  by  Jonathan  Dean. 

Deed  23,  1805.     Con  :  50  Dls. 

Jonathan  Dean  to  James  Sutton  for  a  tract  of  Land,  bounded 
easterly  partly  on  David  Smith,  Southerly  on  Ezra  Dean  and 
is  the  second  lot  from  Kingston  North  line,  containing  by  es- 
timation 300  Acres. 

Deed  20,  1805.     Con  :  100  Dls. 

James  Sutton  to  Gilbert  Carpenter,  jun'. ,  for  the  same  lot 
of  Land. 


STEPHEN  JENKINS. 
Sub.  1000.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  part  of  lots  6  &  7  in  said  Township. 

See  the  title  of  Thomas  Jenkins  in  the  foriner  Commissioners' 
Books  of  Exeter  titles  as  to  the  corisentable  Division  of  the 
real  Estate  of  John  Jenkins,  deceased,  among  his  Heirs. 

See  deposition  filed  of  John  Harding  that  Stephen  Jenkins 
was  entitled  as  one  of  the  heirs  aforesaid  to  a  division  of  said 
Lands,  that  he  has  been  and  now  is  in  peaceable  possession 
thereof. 

See  a  description  of  the  Land  (.'lainied  from  the  Survey  of 
Benjamin  Newberry  as  follows,  Beginning,  &c*. 
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See  in  the  title  of  Miner  Searls  in  Exeter  titles  for  this  title 
in  Davis  Diiuock. 

Deed  20^  Nov.,  1797.     Con  :  200  Dls. 

Davis  Dimock  to  St»*phen  Jenkins  for  a  part  of  Lot  N*.  0  and 
was  a  division  Lor  which  fell  to  Benjamin  Jenkins  by  heirship 
one  equal  half  of  100  Acres,  cnting  the  hot  in  two  in  the  mid- 
dle, dividing;  to  the  said  Stephen  the  Southeast  end  bounded 
on  the  Susquehunnali  Kiver. 


BENJAMIN  PERRY. 
Sub:  943.     Oath  fded. 

Claims  two  pieces  of  Tiand  in  this  Township,  one  coniaining^ 
100  Acres  more  or  less,  one  containing^  50  Acres  more  or  less. 

Claim  for  the  100  Acre  Tract. 

See  the  title  of  Samuel  Peas  flle<l  that  he  sold  about  120  Acres 
of  the  tract  he  owned  in  Exeter  to  Benj'.  Gardner.  According^ 
to  the  Boundaries  of  the  following;  Deed  from  James  Wheeler, 
ShfT.  to  Claimant. 

Deed  2«  Jan>.,  l^Oo.   Con:  inter  alia  90  Dls. 

James  Wheeler,  Esq^ ,  Sheriff  of  Luzerne  County  to  Claimant, 
Beginning]:  at  n  i>ost  in  the  Town  line  l)etween  Exeter  and 
Northmoreland,  thence  N.  20  E.  151  ro<ls  to  a  i)OSt  in  the  line 
l>»tween  Ex«'teran«l  Northmoreland  and  Standing  on  the  north 
side  of  a  Hill  near  Hadley's  creek,  so  called,  thence  E.  20  S.  156 
rods  to  a  white  Ash  tree,  being  the  N.  W.  corner  of  Abner 
Tuttles  Liuid,  thence  S.  33  W.  143  rotls  to  a  Chestnut  tree 
marked,  thence  W.  20  N.  115  rods  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds, 
containing  100  Acres  more  or  less. 

Claim  for  the  50  Acre  Lot.  . 

See  a  deposition  of  Elishn  Harding,  Esqui.e,  that  this  lot  was 
givtMi  to  his  father  in  addition  to  his  lot,  to  make  his  lot  equal 
with  others.  That  his  father  gave  this  lot  to  his  Son  Stuckley. 
That  Stuckley  was  killed  by  the  Indians  &  left  one  Son, 
Stephen,  and  that  Stephen  Sold  this  lot  to  Joel  Atherton. 


Dee<l  26'"  Jan^ ,  ISa").     Con  :  (inter  alia)  9  Dls. 

James  Wheeler,  Esquire,  SherifT  of  Luzerne  County,  to  Claim  • 
ant,  t>ounded  N.  Ap  W.  on  James  Sutton's  Land,  South  on  Land 
of  John  M^'Millen  &  E.  on  land  of  Thomas  Harding,  containing 
about  50  acres  more  or  less. . 
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NORTHMORELAND  TOWNSHIP. 

ELISHA  ATHERTON. 
Sub.  25.     Oatli  filed. 

Claims  lot  N°.  14  (lying  in  two  parts)  in  the  fifth  Division. 

Northmorelancl  list  Set  to  James  Atherton. 

See  the  title  of  David  Skeels  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  of  Northmoreland  for  the  Will  of  James  Ather- 
ton divisingthis  Lot  to  his  son  Elisha  Atherton  the  Claimant. 

JACOB  PATRICK. 

Sub.  896.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lots  N«.  21  &  22  double  tier. 

Northmoreland  List,  Lots  N*.  21  &  22  in  the  double  tier  set  to 
Jacob  Patrick  as  Proprietor  on  the  old  List. 

Sub.  1014.     Oath,  filed. 

Anieriah  Winchester,  by  his  Attorney  Belding  Sweatland, 
Claims  in  behalf  of  his  Wife  and  the  other  heirs  of  Benjamin 
FoJlet,  deceased,  Lot  N".  8  in  the  fifth  tier  and  N**.  27  in  the 
Double  tier. 

Northmoreland  List -Drawn  by  Benjamin  Follet's  heirs. 

Power  of  Attorney,  lO^**  Sep^,  1807. 

Ameriali  Winchester  to  Belding  Sweatland  to  take  care  and 
obtain  a  Patent  for  his  Land  in  Northmoreland. 


PUTNAM  TOWNSHIP. 

COMFORT  SHAW. 

Sub.  903.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lots  N\  2  &  4  in  that  Township. 

See  his  claim  in  tbe  former  Commissioners'  Book  of  Title  of 
Putnam,  where  the  titlo  is  ina<ie  out  complete,  but  no  Certifi- 
cate lasued  for  want  of  an  Applicarion.  See  Application  under 
the  hist  Act. 
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BENJAMIN  BUDD. 
Sub.  948. 

Claims  119  »".  135  »'.  part  of  Lot  N^  48. 
Putnam  List— Drawn  by  Elijah  Oakley. 

Deei!  7  Ap'. ,  1708.     Con  :  £24. 

Elijah  Oakley  to  John  Roeecrants  for  one  equal  half  of  this 

liOt. 

Deed  7  July,  1B03.     Con :  133  Dls. 

John  Ro$iecrant8  to  Benjamin  Budd  for  a  piece  of  Land  Situ- 
ate in  the  Township  of  Putnam  and  is  one  equal  fourth  part  of 
Lot  N".  48.  Beginning;  at  a  White  Oak  Post,  Standing  at  the 
Southetisterly  corner  of  Lands,  sold  by  me  to  Jonathan  Strick- 
land, and  on  the  line  of  Lands  belonging  to  Caleb  Bates's  heirs. 
And  from  thence  by  and  Avith  said  line  S.  7(5  E.  117  Perches  and 
twenty  and  a  half  Links,  to  a  yellow  pine  Tree,  marked  for  the 
Southerly  corner  of  Lot  N**.  48,  Thence  N.  27  E.  164  perches, 
thence  N.  80i  W.  117  perches  and  20^  links  to  a  chestnut  tree 
marked,  and  from  thence  S.  27°  W.  160  perches  to  the  first 
mentioned  Bounds  containing  119  acres  &  135  Perches,  more 
or  less. 


DANIEL  ROSECRANTS, 
Sub.  1K)5.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  i)art  of  Lots  N".  38,  30  &  40. 

Putnam  Jiist,  Lots  N'.  38  &  39  Drawn  by  John  Stafford. 

N".  40  Drawn  by  Zebulon  Marcy. 

Office  copy  iiled.  Zebulon  Marcy  to  John  Stafford  for  Lots 
N".  38  &  40.  Joininfj  the  River  on  the  Easterly  and  Southerly 
side  and  Lands  of  the  said  Stafford  on  the  West  and  Bensley 
Hunt  on  the  North,  containing  300  Acres  be  the  Same  more  or 
less.      Deeil  datod  March  15«\   1794.     Con:  £45. 

Deposit ii)n  tiled  of  .\ndrew  Ames,  That  John  Stafford  before 
his  decease  divided  his  Lands  amongst  his  children,  and  gave 
his  son  INiviil  his  share  of  Jjand  now  claimed  by  Daniel  Rose- 
crants,  agreeably  to  a  Second  Survey  made  by  Zebulon  Marcy, 
Esq'.,  And  deponant  further  Saith  that  he  has  been  informed 
by  all  the  heirs  present  at  the  division  that  they  were  Satisficnl, 
an<l  he  has  never  heanl  any  reason  for  their  being  dissatisfied. 

Dei>osition  filed  of  Andrew  Ames,  That  John  Stafford  divided 
his  Lands  among  his  (.'hildren,  seven  of  them  were  present  and 
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Six  agreed  to  the  division,  the  seventh  being  not  of  age,  &  that 
he  never  has  heard  of  any  of  the  heirs  being  dissatisfied  with 
tlie  Division. 

J)eposition  filed  of  Abigail  Stafford,  widow  of  John  StaflFord, 
who  says  she  Alwavh  understood  the  heirs  of  John  Stafford 
w^re  fully  satisfied  with  the  Division  of  her  Husband.^ 

Deposition  liled  of  John  Rosecrants  of  the  Heirs  aforesaid  tak- 
ing possession  of  their  Allotments,  according  to  the  division 
made  by  him  in  his  lifetime. 

Deed  15  March,  1802.     Con:  700  D Is. 

David  Stafford  and  Polly  his  wife  to  Daniel  Roseorants  the 
claimant,  for  a  certain  lot  or  parcel  of  Land  lying  on  the  Neck 
called  horse  shoe  Neck,  in  the  Town  district  of  Tunkhannock, 
County  of  Luzerne,  containing  170  Acres  and  bounded  as  fol- 
lows :  Beginning  on  the  Bank  of  tlie  River  Susquehannali  and 
the  line  of  James  Osbourn  at  a  Chestnut  Saplin,  and  thence 
by  and  running  with  the  line  of  the  said  Osbourn  to  lands  of 
John  Rosecrants,  thence  by  and  Avithsaid  Rosecrants  line  across 
said  lot  to  Land  of  Aaron  Arnold  and  thence  running  by  and 
with  said  Arnold,  to  the  River,  and  thence  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning. 

JOHN  ROSECRANTS. 

Sub.  »20.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  37  (Secord's  Island)  supposed  to  contain  SCO 
Ar.res. 

Putnam  List— Drawn  bv  John  P.  Schott. 

Deed  25,  1793.     Con  :  £100. 

John  P.  Schott  and  Naomy  his  wife,  to  Belding  Sweetland, 
for  a  tract  of  Land  called  Seacords'  Island,  containing  300 
Acres,  more  or  lt»ss. 

Deed  11  March,  1800.     Con:  £500. 

Belding  Sweetland  to  Claimant  for  a  Tract  of  Land  called 
Seacord's  Island,  and  is  N°.  37,  containing  300  Acres  more  or 
less. 


ISAAC  ROSECRANTS. 
Sab.  912.     Oath  tiled. 

Gladms  part  of  Lots  N«.  88,  89  &  40,  containing  800  Acrea 

its  page  114  for  the  Origfinal 
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Office  copy  filed.  John  Staflford  to  Aaron  Arnold  for  300 
Acreri  including  the  Laud  in  the  two  following  Deeds  men- 
tioned).    Deed  dated  28  August,  1797.     Con  :  3.>0  Dlu. 

Deed  18  Jau^.,  1798.     Con  :  parental  atT'». 

Aaron  Arnold  to  George  Arnold  for  a  certain  Tract  or  piece 
of  Land  in  Putnam,  ))utted  &  bounded  as  followeth :  Beginn- 
ing at  the  Susquehanna  River  at  Andrew  Ames's  South  East 
corner  bound,  Then<*e  running  Westerly  by  and  With  Said 
Ames's  Land  to  Land  of  Belden  Sweetland,  thence  Southerly 
by  and  with  sai<l  Sweetland  Lands  till  it  comes  to  one-half  way 
to  David  Stafford's  J^and,  thence  running  easterly  to  the  Sus- 
quehanna River,  to  the  middle  of  the  line  of  my  Land  on  said 
River,  thence  running  Northerly  by  and  with  said  River  to 
the  first  mentioned  bounds,  It  being  one-half  of  that  Tract  of 
Land  I  bought  of  John  Stafford.  It  is  estimated  at  150  acres 
of  Land  with  a  Dwelling  House  and  Shop  thereon  Standing. 

Deed  19"'  Feb-^. ,  1802.     Con  :  making  him  a  more  Gomfortablo 
Settlement. 

Aaron  Arnold  to  George  Arnold  for  a  certain  Tract  or  piece 
of  Land  (in  Putnam)  and  is  butted  and  bounded  as  follows, 
Beginning  at  the  Susquehanna  River  at  the  South  East  corner 
of  (feorge  Arnold's  other  Land,  and  from  thence  running  by 
and  with  his  other  Lands  Westerly  to  Land  of  John  Rose- 
crants,  thence  Southerly  by  and  with  Rosecrants'  Land  to  Land 
of  David  Stafford,  thence  running  Easterly  by  and  with  David 
Stafford's  Land,  to  the  Susquehanna  River,  Thence  running 
Northerly  by  and  with  said  River  to  the  first  mentioned 
bounds,  it  being  a  Part  of  three  Lots  known  by  lot*  N®.  88,  89 
&  40,  containing  150  Acres  of  Land  and  is  the  whole  of  the  Land 
I  own  in  the  said  Town. 

Deed  20  June,  1806.     Con  :  770  Dls. 

George  Arnold  to  Isaac  Rosecrants  and  John  Rosecrants, 
jun'. ,  for  a  certain  Lot,  Tract  or  parcel  of  liand  with  the  build- 
ings, improvements,  priviledges,  &c'. ,  thereto  belonging.  Situ- 
ate in  Tunkhannock,  and  on  the  Neck  called  Horse  shot?  neck 
and  bounded  as  follows:  (Including  the  whole  of  the  Jjands 
mentioned  to  be  contained  in  the  two  Aforesaid  Deeds)  contain- 
ing 300  Acres. 

Deed  27  July,  1807.     Con  :  385  Dollars. 

John  Rosecrants,  jun'. ,  to  claimant  for  his  half  of  the  above 
mentioned  Tract  of  Land. 


552  BOOK  OF  THE  FIFTEEN  TOWNSHIPS. 


JAMES  STARK. 
Sab.  915.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  about  232  Acres,  being  part  of  Lots  N^  38,  30  &  40. 

See  the  title  of  Daniel  Rosecrants,  page  114,  for  the  title  on 
John  Staflford  and  the  deposition  Ames  and  others  for  the  Divi- 
sion of  John  Stafford  of  his  Lands  among  his  Children. 

Deposition  filed  of  Abigail  Stafford  the  Widow  of  John  Staf- 
ford, that  she  heard  her  Husband  say  he  intended  his  son 
Amos  Stafford  should  have  the  Land  since  Sold  by  Amos  to 
James  Stark  in  Putnam,  and  that  she  always  has  understood 
&  believes  that  the  Heirs  of  John  Stafford,  deceased,  are  fully 
Satisfied  with  the  Division. 

Deed  5^»»  Jan?. ,  1804.     Con  :  70  Dls. 

A  inos  Stafford  &  Anna  Stafford  his  wife  to  claimant  for  a  cer- 
tain Tract  or  parcel  of  Land,  lying  in  the  Neck  of  the  River 
Susquehanna  called  Horse  shoe  neck,  in  the  Town  of  Tunk- 
hannock,  containing  140  Acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less  and 
bounded  as  follows:  Beginning  on  the  River  Susquehanna,  at 
the  corner  of  the  South  East  line  of  Lands  claimed  by  James 
Osbourn  and  running  Westerly  with  said  River  to  a  maplo 
Stake  and  a  corner  of  Lands  claimed  by  Abraham  Rosecrants, 
Then  Northerly  with  said  Rosecrants  Land  and  Land  claimed 
V)V  John  Rosecrants  to  the  western  corner  of  the  aforesaid 
James  Osbourn'&  Land,  and  thence  easterly  with  saitl  Os- 
bourn'sline  to  the  place  of  Beginning,  reserving  the  one-thini, 
however,  to  the  Widow  Abigail  Stafford,  witlow  of  John  Staf- 
ford, the  full  Use  of  one-third  during  her  Widowhood. 

Deed  1  May,  1807.      Con  ;  180  Dl."*. 

Abraham  Rosecrants  to  Claimant  for  a  certain  lot  &  parcel 
of  Land  lying  on  a  neck  called  Horseshoe  Neck,  containing  ."iO 
Acre.*^  and  bounded  by  the  following  lines.  Beginning  at  a  White 
Oak  Sapling,  Marked,  and  rinniing  thenct*  20  W.  100  rods  to  the 
bank  of  the  River  Susquehanna  A:  on  the  line  of  John  Rose- 
crants's  land,  thence  along  the  bank  of  the  River  S.  20  W.  ")0 
rods  to  the  ])Iaee  of  beginning. 

Release  18  June,  1807. 

Abigail  StalTord  to  .lames  Stark  to  apply  and  obtain  a  title 
in  his  own  Name. 

A  further  Claim  for  part  of  the  Same  lots  See  the  title  of  John 
Love  below. 
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Deed  :)•*  Oct's  1807.      dm:   iCXi  DIh. 

John  Love  to  (Claimant  bounded  North  on  Daniel  RosecrantK, 
West  on  John  Rosecrants  and  South  on  Said  JameH  Stark,  on 
the  East  hy  the  Susipiehanna  River,  containing^ about  42  Acres. 

The  title  into  John  Love  is  as  follow  : 

Seethe  title  of  Daniel  Rouecrants,  iwn^e  114,  for  this  title  into 
John  StatTord. 

See  the  Deposition  of  Andrew  Aine»  filed  that  there  was  a 
MiMtake  made  in  the  division  of  John  Stafford 'h  Landn  in  the 
first  Survey,  and  that  the  said  John  Stafford  8ai<l  he  would 
give  David  Stafford  a  piece  at  Land  al)ov«  Henry  Heists  I^nd 
to  make  up  his  complement  of  200  acres,  and  de|>onant.  further 
Baith  David  Stafford  further  told  him  that  the  said  David  had 
sold  the  above  j>iece  of  Land  to  James  Osbourn. 

Deed  30  March,  1800.     i\m:  34'*\  5(K. 

John  Stafford  to  Heiirv  Heis  for  15  Acres. 
De«Ml  14  March,  l«08.      Con  :  40  Dls. 

John  Stafford  to  Henry  Heis  for  10  Acres. 
Dee<l  15  Dec/.,  18(K).      Con  :  75  Dls. 

Henry  Heis  to  .James  Osbourn,  jun'.,  for  25  Acres. 
Dee<i  :J0  OC,  1801.      r<m  :  5  Dls. 

David  StafTon!  to  James  Osbourn,  jun'.,  for  3J  more  or  less. 
Deed  30  ()cto^,   1801.     (\)nsi<lerati«m :  41  *»»'.  25 


ri 


David  Stafford  to  James  Osbourn,  jun'.,  12i  Acres  more  or 
less. 

Deetl  1  FeU\.   1807.     < 'on  :   121  Dollars. 

.Tames  Osbourn,  jun'.,  to  John  Jiove  for  a  certain  Tract  or 
jMircel  of  Land  lyiyg  on  Horse  shot*  neck,  &c'. ,  containing  42 
Acres  ho  the  same  more  or  less,  and  bounded  as  follows.  He- 
^innin^;  at  n  rin^stnut  Tree  on  the  Bank  of  the  Sus(]uehanna 
River,  running  S.  31  AV.  37  perches  antl  0  link.s  thence  N.  S2 
W.  r>3  perches,  thence  N.  31  p].  37  Perches  and  six  links,  to  a 
black  Oak  Stake,  Thence  N.  85  W.  100  Perclr.  17  Links  to  the 
line  of  John  Hosecrants,  Seniors,  Land.  Thence  by  and  wi:h 
said  Kosecrants's  line,  S.  10  AV.  21  IVrches  7  links  to  a  white 
Oak  Stake  A:  St<»nes.  thence  S.  85  E.  218  jx^rches  toasnnill  black 
Oak  Stake  on  the  Public  Road,  running  along  the  aforesaid 
Neck,  thence  N.  21  East  11  perches  \:  5  links  to  a  Small  black 
Oak  Stake  on  said  Road,  thence  S.  82  E.  41  V\  to  the  place  of 
Beginning. 
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Sub. 

Sylvester  Tlana  by  his  Attorney  Anderson  Dana. 

Claims  lot  ti'.  41  in  Putnam. 
Putnam  List  — Drawn  hy  iHaac  Tripp,  Exquire. 

Copy  of  a  Deetl  taken  by  J>anicl  Dnna  7'  AuRust,  1797,  and 
the  said  Anilprwm  Dana,  States  that  the  Original  Dee<!  or  any 
Record  tliEsreof  cannot  at.  preycut  be  found  ;  the  Copy  is  as  fol- 

Deed  fS'"  Sep-.,  1778.      Con  :  £00  Low  M. 

Isaac  Tripp  to  Isaac  Kibbee  for  lot  N°.  43  desoHbud  as  in  the 
Det-d  below. 

■Extract  from  the  Will  of  Isaac  Kibbee,  empowering  his  Bze- 
outrix,  Margaret  Kibbee  his  wife,  to  sell  suoli  part  of  his  real 
Gstate,  to  i>ay  lii."  just  Dubts  a^  will  least  Injure  his  real  Estate. 
Deeil  B  Feb".,  1702.     Con  :  £'iO. 

Margaret  Kibbee  to  Sylvester  Dana  for  a  certain  right  of 
Ijaud  lying  in  the  Township  of  Putnam  on  the  West  side  of 
Susquehanna  River,  Southerly  on  a  lot  of  I^and  t>elonging  or 
formerly  bolonfilng  to  Doc".  Epliraim  Bowun  of  Providence, 
in  tl)e  State  of  Itoad  Island,  Westerly  on  the  undivided  Land, 
Northerly  on  luml  formerly  or  now  owned  by  Joseph  LIppit 
and  partly  on  the  Susquehanna  River,  It  being  a  riftht  of 
land  purchased  by  Isaivc  Kibbee,  deceased,  of  Isaac  Tripii. 


Sub.  04a 

Benjamin  Budd  in  trust  for  the  Heirs  of  James  Budd,  dec*. 

(Claims  125  Acre»,  iiart  of  Lot  N".  48. 
Putnam  List— Drawn  by  Elijah  Oakify. 
Deed  7  Ap'.,  1708.     Con  :  £2t. 

Elijah  Oakley  lo  ,Iohn  Rosecre 
Ix>t. 
Deed  3(1  Dec'. ,  1802.     Con  :   £13. 

John  RosecmntH,  juii'. .  to  Join 
of  bis   right   to   lialf   of   Lot    N". 


1  equal  half  of  said 


.  tojonnihan  (Strickland  for  one-half 
Lot    N".  4H  niiil    that  half  where  saM 
Rosei-.rants  now  lives,  or  that  part  lying  next  to  the  River. 
Dee.l  0  August.  18(13.      Con  :  7.1  l>oHftr.f. 

Jonathan  Strifkliind  to  Jaiiifs  Budd,  bounded  ns  follows, 
being  &  lyhig  In  the  Township  of  Putnam,  lieing  the  one-fourth 
part  of  Lot  N*.  48,  8iipi>or'i'd  In  contain  133  .Veres,  he  the  Same 
mori-  or  |ph.4,  formerly  owned  by  .lohn  Rosecrants,  Jun'. ,  &  the 
Iloune  Si  the  Improveuienls  where  Kusecranls  lived. 
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BENJAMIN  EARL. 

Sub.  1011.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  part  of  Lot  N^  30. 

Se«  the  Title  of  John  McCJord  in  the  former  Comniissionera' 
Book  of  Titles  of  Putnam,  for  this  title  into  John  StalTord. 

Deeil  20  Jan'.,  1801.      Con  :  £24. 

.John  Stafford  to  Aaron  Taylor  for  part  of  lot  N^  JW),  beginn- 
ing at  a  log  Bridge  where  the  Road  crosses  said  lot  raising  a 
Square  across  said  Lot  west  of  said  Bridge,  thence  West  taking 
in  the  W^adtli  of  said  Lot  and  including  all  the  lot  West  of 
said  Bridge. 

Assignment  OC  17'\  180G. 

Aaron  Taylor  to  Claimant. 


JOHN  CARNEY. 


Sub.  902. 


Claims  Lot  N°.  53. 

Certificate  fded  of  Zebulon  Marcey,  Town  Clark,  That  lot  N». 
53  was  drawn  by  Daniel  Taylor,  who  withdrew  his  right  on  this 
Lot  and  had  lot  N".  37  in  the  place  thereof.  Certificate  dated 
Sept.  2P-,  1807. 

(•ertiflcate  of  Zebulon  Marcey,  Elisha  Harding  and  John 
Harding.  Town  Committee,  that  John  Carney  hath  had  a  reg- 
ularly laid  on  lot  N^  53,  and  on  which  he  has  improved  about 
20  years. 


MARSHALL  DICKSON. 


Sub.  003. 


(Claims  lot  N".  49. 

See  Cert  ilicate  filed  of  Zebulon  Marcey,  John  Harding  and 
Elisha  Harding,  Town  (Committee,  Certifying  that  John  Dick- 
son was  the  Owner  of  Lot  N*.  49  in  the  Township  of  Putnam. 

Probate  of  the  Will  of  John  Dickson  as  follows.  First,  I  give 
to  my  dear  and  loving  Wife  for  the  term  of  her  life  this  House 
wherein  1  now  dwell,  with  all  the  furniture  &  Landsand  Tene- 
ments in  lot  N^  49  in  the  abovtisaid  Township  ot  Putnam  above 
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or  Nnrthof  u,  Stream  i-alled  South  Hntneh  ami  After  Death 
to  my  throe  yoiitiK^tit  Soiih.  The  respect  ot  Lot  N*.  49  South- 
ward of  8ukl  Stream  or  branch  to  my  three  youogest  Sodh, 
when  my  Oreditom  are  all  jwiul. 

DupoHltJun  of   EHitha   Harding,  Bitquire.   ot  said   Township. 
That  the  Namert  of  the  tliree  youngest  SonH  of  John  PiflkBOD, 
Dec'.,  are  Joseph,  Nathan  &  LewiH. 
Dee<i  10  l>e<i'. ,  1807.      Con  :  300  Din. 

Joseph  Dickson  and  Natliaii  DiukHon  to  Marshall  Dickson  for 
all  their  rlirht  to  lot  N".  40. 
Demi  U  Jan'. ,  1808.     Con* :  600  Dts. 

Lewie  Dickson,  and  Hannah  Dickson,  Widow  of  John  Dink- 
son,  Dtxt'. ,  to  Claimant  for  their  right  lo  lands  in  Pntnam, 
bonnde^l  North  on  the  Town  line,  Bant^erly  on  tlie  Town  line. 
South  on  the  Division  line.  Westerly  on  Land  claimed  by 
e  lillllngs. 


ELIJAH  CLARK. 
Riih.  liGtl.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  24  all  but  a  small  piece  reserved  by  Zebnion 
Marey,  Esquire. 
Pntnam  List— Drawn  by  Archibald  Bowan. 

Deposition  Died  of  Claimant  That  helms  mmie  diligent  Searnh 
for  bnt  cannot  find  the  DeedK  of  the  ohain  of  title  from  ArchU 
Imld  Bowan  to  David  Jayne,  or  any  ReconI  thereof. 

Certificate*  filed  of  Thomas  Oraham,  Recorder  of  Luzerne 
connly.  That  there  ari'  no  Deeiis  on  record  in  his  Office  from 
ArchlbiiJil  Bowan  to  r'ulf  b  Bates  or  from  Caleb  Bates  to  Jimn 
Honyop  nr  from  John  Honyo|i  U>  David  Jayne. 

|)e|s>sition  lilH.i  of  Hulda  Hates,  widow  of  Caleb  Bates.  That 
her  Husband  in  his  iif.'  limi-  piii-<hHHe,l  lot  N".  24  ..f  ArcliibHl<l 
Bowan  and  .otiv.-y.-d  ill.'  -ame  to  J..lin  Honvo|i,  and  ha.i  heanl 
that  Hoiiy.p  conveyed  to  Havi.i  .layne, 

|).-pc.siti»nfil<-d  of  Elijah  (lakl.'V  &  Kb<>n<-iMr  Bartl^t.  That 
L..t  X'.  21  i[i  I'M!  nam  wiissold  liy  John  Honyop tc)  David  Jayne. 

D<  posilioii  fll.rl  of.  Kehiilon  Miircy.  Esquire,  that  he  knows 
lot  N\  a4  was  drawn  by  Arc-hibaid  Howiin  and  sold  by  him  by 
I>...-ii  to  Caleb  Bal-w  &  that  said  Biiti's  by  Deed  eonveye.l  tli.- 
»iiin.>  Hi  John  llonyupiind  iliat  ihu  lille  }>ussed  from  li<iiiyo|> 
I..  Pavid  Jayne, 


BOOK  OF  THE  FlFfEEN  TOWNSHIPa  5.57 

Dei>osition  filed  of  Elinha  Harding,  E8q'.,  That  he  knew  that 
PoMseHsion  had  gone  on  with  the  above  Claimants. 

Deed  12  AugK,  lTi>3.     Con:  £25. 

David  Jayne  to  Zebu  ion  Marcy  for  Lot  N".  24. 

Deed  9  Aug*..  1800.     Om  :  Val.  Con. 

Zebiiion  Marcy  to  Levi  Decker  for  all  lot  N^  24  except  a  small 
piece  of  said  Lot  lying  and  being  Situate  on  the  Southeasterly 
Side  of  Tunkhannock  Creek. 

Deed  30  October,  1806.     (^on  :  490  Dls, 

Levi  Decker  to  Claimant  for  the  above  Lot. 


ANDREW  AMES. 

Sub.  619.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  200  Acres  of  Lots  N«.  38,  39  &  40,  in  this  Township. 

See  the  title  of  Daniel  Rosecrants,  page  114,  for  this  title  into 
John  Stafford  to  these  Lots. 

Dejxisition  filed  of  John  Stafford  that  his  Father  John  Staf- 
ford Sold  to  Andrew  Ames  150  acres  of  Land  and  gave  him  50 
Acres  more  adjoining  the  same  and  joining  Lands  now  claimed 
bv  Abraham  Vosbv  on  the  North,  Isaac  Rosecrants  on  the 
South,  uiid  the  Susquehanna  River,  and  that  he  has  heard 
Joljii  Stafford  the  Elder  say  he  was  ready  at  any  time  to  give 
said  Ames  a  Deed  for  the  above  described  Land. 


STEPHEN  JENKINS 

Sub.  1000.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  i>art  of  Lot  N".  52  (all  but  100  Acres).     Entered  on  the 
Town  list  a.s  original  Proprietor  of  this  Lot. 


HTLDA  BATES. 

Sub.  973.     Oath  filed. 

Widow  and  Administratrix  of  Caleb  Bates,  deceased,  on  be- 
half of  the  heirs  of  said  deee**.     Claims  Lot  N*.  18  &  part  of  Lot 

N".  48 
Claim  for  lot  N".  18. 
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See  Certificate  filed  of  Zebulon  Maroy,  John  Harding  and 
EIi8ha  Harding,  Town  Committee,  Certifying  That  Caleb 
Bates  yia»  considered  as  the  rightful  Owner  of  Lot  N**.  18  in 
the  Township  of  Putnam  &  to  the  best  of  Our  recollection  it 
has  been  improved  by  him  &  his  Heirs  for  about  17  years. 

See  also  Certificate  filed  of  Zebulon  Marcy,  Town  Clk,  that 
Caleb  Bates  was  admitted  in  Putnam  Township  on  Lot  N».  18. 

Claim  for  half  of  Lot  N'.  48. 

Putnam  list— Drawn  by  Elijah  Oakley. 

Deed  22^  Sep».,  1807.     Con :  15  Dls. 

Elijah  Oakley  to  the  Heirs  of  Caleb  Bates,  dec*^.,  for  the  full 
equal  half  of  Lot  N».  4a 


OBEDIAH  TAYLOR. 
Sub.  950.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lot  N°.  47. 
Putnam  List— Drawn  by  Nathan  Barlow. 
Deed  9"»  Aug». ,  1793.     Con  :  £9. 

Nathan  Barlow  to  Prince  Perkins  for  this  lot. 
Deed  8  Feb^.,  1808.     Con  :  1  Dl.  ;  exchange  of  Lands. 

Prince  Perkins  to  Weston  Stephens  for  the  Same  Lot. 
Deed  11  Nov. ,  1805.     Con  :  30  Dls. 

Weston  Stephens  to  Claimant  for  the  above  mentioned  Lot. 


BKAINTKIM  TOWNSHIP. 

AMBROSE  GAYLORD. 

Sab.  92.5.     Oath  filed. 

Claim.s  liOtH  N*.  15  &;  IT,  also  the  back  parts  of  Lots  28  and 
29,  Containing?  about  380  Acres, 
riaini  for  lot  N".  15. 

Braintrim  list— Drawn  by  John  Dorranco. 

Deed  11  Sep^ ,  171)8    Ton:  €50. 
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John  Dorrance  to  Claimant  for  Lots  N°.  14  &  15.     Supposed 
to  contain  6()0  xVcres,  be  the  same  more  or  less. 
Claim  for  Lot  N^  17. 

Braintrim  list-  Drawn  by  Lord  Butler. 

Deed  13  xViitj*.,  171)0.     Cou«:  £11  5». 

Lord  Butler  to  Claimant  for  Lot  N".  17  as  set  oflf  to  him,  let 
the  number  be  what  it  may  be. 

Claim  for  about  ^80  Acres  of  Lots  N«.  28  &  29. 

See  the  Claim  of  Luther  Dean  in  the  former  Commissioners* 
book  of  titles  of  Braintrim  where  this  claim  is  fully  Shewn. 


ELIZABETH  VAN  (^AMP. 

Sub.  1019.     Oath  filed. 

Widow  of  Nicholas  Depew,  Claims  as  natural  Guardian  in 
trust  for  the  Heirs  of  the  s^iid  Nichola^f  Depew,  dec*. ,  Lot  N".  16. 

JBraintrim  List-  -Drawn  by  Nicholas  Dejjew. 


SAMUEL  BAKER. 
©ub.  1027.     Oath  filed. 

CJlaims  lots  N^  4  &  41. 

Braintrim  List— Drawn  by  Solomon  Avery,  but  on  the  pre- 
sent lost  of  Settlers,  both  lots  set  to  Claimant. 

See  the  title  of  Joshua  Keenny  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
l)ook  of  titles  of  Braintrim,  for  the  title  to  N**.  4  in  Joshua 
Keenny. 

Deed  10  Dec'. ,  1792.     Con  :  75  Dls, 

Joshua  Keennv^  to  (Claimant  for  Lot  N*.  4. 

» 

Sub.  1033. 

EH  Cloud  claims  half  of  Lot  N**.  52  By  his  Attorney  Josiah 
Fassett,  Esquire. 

Power  of  Attorney,  Dated  Dec'.  3^  1805.  Eli  Cloud  to  Josiah 
Fassett. 

Peed  20"*  Au^j^,  1790.     Con  :  150  Dls 

Jonathan  Stevens  to  Eli  Cloutl  the  right  and  Possession  of 
the  one-half  of  the  Lot  of  Land  Situate  on  the  West  side  of  the 
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Susqiielianna  River  ntiH^  Lot  N°.  02.  B«giaiiinR  at  «  Bam- 
wooil  Tret^  on  tliu  bnuk  of  Haid  Kivtr,  marked,  Th«ticu  B.  49  W. 
ailjuiiiing  LhihU  btfluugiiig  to  Hunry  V.  Cbampln,  Esquir«.  RTl 
rodit  to  a.  black  ltlr(;h,  riiiirkod  with  the  aforemid  Numbrr. 
Th«nce  B.  4.1  K.  40  roils  to  a  Hemlock  Tree.  Tlientie  N.  45  B. 
6O0  rods  to  a  marked  Hemlock  on  the  River  Bauk,  Thence  up 
the  wild  River  to  the  place  of  BegiunlnK,  tmppOBed  to  contain 
about  IM  Acres  more  or  leiw.  rfnerviiiK  to  myoclf  out  of  the 
alwve  deKurlbed  half  Lot  a  jiiene  of  IathI  five  rods  in  breadth, 
lineH  parrallol  of  and  from  the  Ennt  corner  of  said  half  Lot,  run- 
ning from  where  the  Road  is  Occupied  to  tho  aforesaid  Lot  on 
which  1  uow  live. 


JONATHAN  STEVENS. 
Bob.  {126.     Oath  filed. 

t;inims  lots  N".  43,  4(1  &  half  of  N°.  59. 
Braiiilrim  List— Prawn  by  Jonathan  Stevena 

Of  Lot  N°.  52  ho  has  Hold  half  to  Ely  Cloud.     Bee  bin  title  Imi 
page. 


BENJAMIN  DORRANCE. 
Snh.  B08. 

Claims  Lot  N°.  4.1. 
Rrainirim  List— Drawn  by  George  Dorrance. 

See  Ills  title  to  the  Estate  of  OeorRre  T)orranof~,  Dee^.,  in  thi" 
former  Commissi  oners'  Hooks  of  Titles  lii  Kingston  &  North. 
uioreluud. 


JOSHUA  KEENNYic  J08IAH  FAB8ETT. 
Sub.  103.'>- 

Town  Committee,  Clainis  for  said  Township  Lots  N",  S,  87  4 
44  (IK  public  Lots  of  Hfiid  Township. 

Braintrim  List  Bet  ilown  as  Public  Lots. 

SceCrtillcat,'  Illi'd  i.f  Asii  Stevenw.  Moilfratnr,  and  Jowinh 
Fasuctt,  Clk.,  P.  T.,  UtntinK  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Pr()iirie- 
for^   of  the  Tuwnshiii  of  Braintrim,  helii  the  2V^  day  of  ItMT. 


BOOK  OF  THE  FIFTEE:^  TOWNSHIPS.  561 

It  was  voted  that  Joshua  Keenny  and  Josiah  Fassett  be  ap- 
l)OJnted  a  Town  Connnittee  to  apply  for  the  public  Land  in 
the  aforesaid  Township  and  make  out  title  to  the  same  to  the 
Comniissioners  under  the  Act  of  April  4'*',  1799,  and  the  Sup- 
plements thereto.     Certificiite  dated  August  29*^  iy07. 


ISAAC  LAC\. 

Sub.  951.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N«.  40. 

Braintrim  old  List  Drawn  to  Solomon  Avery,  but  under  the 
Township  list  of  Settlers  set  to  Claimant. 


SPEINGFIELD  TOWNSHIP. 


MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK. 
Sub.  368. 

Claims  the  Undivided  or  Proprietary  Land  belonging  to  Lot 
N*.  33  being  the  undivided  Land  belonging  to  a  Lot  drawn  by 
Amos  York. 

See  the  Title  of  M.  Miner  York  in  the  former  Commissioners* 
book  of  titles  in  Springfield. 

Deed  22  March,  180o.      Con  :  10  Dls. 

M.  Miner  Y'ork  to  James  Elsworth  for  the  Share  of  undivided 
Land  belonging  to  N**.  83. 

Deed  22  March,  1805.     Con  :  6  Dls. 

James  Elsworth  to  Thomas  Wigton  for  the  above  described 
Land. 

Deed  13  May,  1805.     Con  ;  20  Dls. 

Thomas  Wigton  to  Matthias  Hollenbaok  for  the  above  de- 
scribed Laud. 


36--VOL.  XVIIL 


BOOK  OP  THE  FIFTEEN  TOWNSHIPa 


ELBAZER  BLACKMAN. 
Sub.  880.     Oath  fllud. 
CloiniB  the  uodlvided  Land  belongltig  to  lot  or  right  N*.  39 

Springfleld  List.  Rights  N°.  23  &  80  Drawn  by  Elisba  Black- 
Deed  8  Jan'. ,  179a     Con ;  100  Dls. 

Ellsha  Blackman  to  Claimant  for  all  his  undivided  Land  In 
the  Township  of  Springfield  be  the  same  more  or  lees. 


JOSEPH  INOHAH. 
Sub.  941.     Oath  filed. 
Claiine  lote  N°.  8  &  9  in  said  Town  and  the  undivided  Land 


Springfield  List— Both  numbers   Drawn  by  Benjamin  Eaton. 

Office  Copy  filed.  Benjamin  Eaton  to  Isaac  Benjamins  for 
one  lot  oontaining  300  Acres  of  Land  in  a  district  that  was  laid 
out  by  Jeremiah  Ro8b  and  Lieut.  Wells  on  the  South  sid»  of 
tlie  Susquehanna  River  opposite  Wyalusing,  and  is  known  by 
Hick's  possession,  also  one  other  Lot  on  Wyalusing  joining 
Eastward  on  William  Dunn,  JEe*.,  oontaining  450  Acres  and  a 
half  rifchc  so  called.  Deed  dated  81  August,  1787,  Con :  Mew 
York  Currency. 

Office  copy  filed.     Isaac  Benjamins  and  his  wife  Abigail  Ben- 
jainhis  to  Jonas  Ingham  for  Lot  N".  8  with  the  Island  called 
WyahiHing    Isianil.      Deed    dated  4  September,   1780.      Con: 
Ankoug  other  Lands  £400. 
Deed  1  Aug'. ,  1793.     Con  :  £45. 

Isaac  Bt-njamlns  and  Abigail  Benjamins  to  Jonas  Ingham 
for  lot  N°.  9  to  contain  300  acres  more  or  less. 
Deed  34'"  October,  1704.     Con:  £16fl.l0. 

JoniiRlnghain  to  Joseph  Ingham  for  LotsN**.  8&  9  with  the 
Island  called  Wyaluslng  laionil  and  improvements,  &o'. 
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THOMAS  WRIGHT. 
Sub. 

Ciainis  50  acres  of  Lot  N**.  47. 

Springfield  List— Drawn  by  Elihii  Williams. 

See  the  Title  of  Humphrey  Brown,  pag^e— ,  and  the  Title  of 
Daniel  Brown,  page  — ,  for  the  title  into  Daniel  Brown. 

Office  copy  filed.  Daniel  Brown  to  James  Hinds  for  one  cer- 
tain Lot  or  piece  of  Land  being  part  of  Lot  N*.  47.  Beginning 
at  a  Stake  in  the  New  Road  leading  from  Daniel  Brown's  to 
Jo8eph  Stalford's,  upon  the  line  between  lots  Lots  N*.  47  &  48, 
thence  as  the  New  road  now  runs  51  rods  to  a  Stake  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Road,  Thence  N.  62^  W.  again  Begii^iing  at 
tlie  beginning  corner,  running  N.  CO  W.  both  these  courses  to 
extend  fur  enough  )h4,(;k  from  said  Road  to  include  fifty  Acres 
of  Land,  being  part  of  Lot  N*.  47  which  is  the  very  piece  of 
Land  the  said  Hinds  is  now  in  possession  of. 

Deed  19  Ap^  ,  1805.     Con  :  £41.50. 

James  Wheeler,  Sheriff,  as  the  Property  of  James  Hinds  to 
Thomas  Wright  for  a  Tract  of  of  Land,  Situate  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Springfield,  Adjoining  Lands  of  Gideon  Baldwin,  North- 
erly, on  Lands  of  Daniel  Brown,  Southerly,  containing  50 
Acres  more  or  less. 


JOHN  TAYLOR 
Sub.  330. 

Claims  J  of  Lot  N^  48. 

See  his  Title  in  the  former  Commissioners'  Book  of  Titles, 
^Springfield. 


ANDERSON  DANA. 
Sub. 

Claims  the  Undivided  Land  belonging  to  right  N°.  87  and 
half  the  right  to  N'.  18,  for  himself  and  in  trust  for  Sylvester 
Dana  &  the  Heirs  of  Azael  Dana,  dece**. 

Springfield  List,  Right  N^  37,  Drawn  by  Anderson  Dana  and 

N*.  18  Drawn  by  Anderson  Dana  & Hatch  half  claimed 

bv  Dana. 
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U.  MINER  YORK. 
8nb. 

In  trnet  tor  William  STiiitli,  in  right  of  1i)b  wife  Bather. 
Claims  about  52}  Aortas  of  lot  H".  33. 

Scethetltleauf  M.  Miner  York  In  ttie  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  Titltte  uf  Bpriiigllelil  in  which  this  was  oet  oft  by  con- 
Hentabie  Partition  by  the  Heirx  of  Amoe  York  to  Esther  York, 
now  intermarribil  with  William  Smith. 


DANIEL  BROWN. 
Sub.  957.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lot  N°.  4S  and  part  of  N*.  47  &  halt  of  Lot  N".  SO. 
Claim  for  Lot  N°.  43. 

SprlueHeld  List— Drawn  aa  a  School  liot. 

See  in  tliu  former  CominisHionerfl"  Book  of  Titles  of  Spring' 
field,  That  this  lot  was  exclianged  by  the  Town  for  Lot  N".  38. 
Deed  8  Jan'..  1794.     Con:  iSOO, 

Ohver  Dodge,  Jiixtus  Gaylotd  &  Zachariah  Price,  Town  Com- 
mittee  of  Upringfleld,  to  Oideon  Baldvhi. 
Deed  1  June,  17M.      Con:  £150. 

<iideon  Baldwin  to  Claimant  tor  this  Lot. 

Claim  for  part  of  Lot  W.  47. 
Springfield  List— Drawn  by  Elishu  Williams. 

See  the  title  of  Humphrey  Brown,  page  157. 
Deed  13">  Febi,  1794.      Con  :  £8. 

Humphrey  Brown  to  claimant  torone-half  of  this  Lot,  out  of 
which  lie  has  Sold  50  acres.  See  the  claim  of  Thomas  Wright, 
page  147. 

Claim  for  one-halt  of  Lot  N".  SO  undivided. 
Spriuglield  List— Drawn  by  Bartholomew  Weeks. 

Sef!   thetitlHof  John   Taylor  in   the  former  Commissionerg' 
book  of   titles  of   Sprlngtleld,  fur  the  Heirs  of  Bartholomnvi 
Weeks. 
Deed  18  N".  170.1     Con  :  EI5. 

Nathan  &  Elizabeth  Waller,  Thomas  Weeks  and  Abigail 
Da\idson  to  claimant  for  three  -sixth  parts  of  this  Lot. 
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GUY  WELLS. 
Sub.  889.     Oath  filed. 

ClaiiuH  to  nortlierinost  half  of  Lot  N^  2H. 
Sprinf^field  List  Set  to  Amos  Drafter. 

Bond  12^"  Sept'. ,  1786. 

Aiuos  Draper  to  Warhain  Kingsley  with  penalty  to  make  a 
Deed  for  said  Lot. 

See  deposition  filed  of  Guy  Wells,  Ztiohariah  Price  and 
Thomas  Lewis,  that  a  Deed  was  duly  made  and  that  the  same 
is  lost  and  cannot  be  found. 

Deed  26  of  May,  17«:.     Con  :  £50. 

Warhani  Kin^^Iey  to  Joseph  Bostwick  &  Mary  Lewis  two- 
thirds  to  Bostwick  &  one-third  to  Mary  Lewis. 

Deed  7  Sep». ,    1788.     Con  :  £33. 

Joseph  Bostwick  to  Zachariah  Price  for  half  of  said  Lot,  ly- 
ing in  the  following  boundaries  Viz :  E.  on  the  Town  line,  S. 
on  Gordon's  Land,  W.  on  the  common  Land,  N.  on  Land 
formerly  Joseph  Tyler's  but  now  belonging  to  Thomas  Lewis 
&  Jared  Tyler  &  Sherman  Buck. 

Deed  5  Dec'.,  1793.     Con. 

Zachariah  Price  &  Ruth  his  wife  for  the  Northern  half  of  said 
Lot  to  Claimant  as  described  above. 


REUBEN  WELLS. 

Sub.  884.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  i  part  of  Lot  N'^.  29,  also  100  acres  of  Lot  N».  2a 

Claim  for  part  of  lot  N".  29. 

See  the  title  of  Elijah  Shoemaker  in  the  Commissioners' 
Book  of  titles  in  Springfield  (former  Board)  as  to  the  right  of 
Samuel  Gordon  and  his  conveyance  to  said  Shoemaker. 

Deed  30  June,  1800.     Con  :  100  Dls. 

Elijah  Shoemaker  and  his  mother,  Jane  Blanchard,  to  Claim- 
ant forone  thinl  of  liOt  N".  29,  being  that  part  that  the  said 
Reuben  is  now  in  possession  off  (Ackley  being  in  possession  of 
the  other  two-thirds 
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Claim  for  100  acres  of  Lot  14°.  3S. 

tipringfleld  List  Set  to  Aino«  Draper. 

See  the  title  of  Ouy  Wells  laet  page  for  the  title  into  Uarf 

Deeii  27  Feb)'..  1790.     Con:  £18.15. 

Mary  Lewis  and  Thomas  Lewin  to  claimant  for  one-sixth  part 
of  this  Lot  to  be  divided  aceordiog  to  <juality  and  Quantity. 

See  the  title  of  Ouy  Wells  on  last  page  for  another  part  of 
this  lot  into  Joseph  Bostwiek. 

See  deposition  of  claimant  filed  that  he   has  made  diligent 
Search  for  a  Deed  from  Joseph  Hostwick  to  Samuel  Prince. 

See  deposition  filed  of  Thomas  Lewis  that  there  waa  a  Deedi 
from  Joseph  Hostwick  to  Samuel  Prince. 

See  Certitloate  of  Thomas   Oraham,  recorder   of  Luzerne 
county,  that  there  is  no  Such  Deed  on  record. 
Deed  30  Feb. ,  1791.     Con  :  £18. 

Samuel  Prince  to  Abigail  Wells,  wife  of  Claimant,  for  one- 
fourth  of  two-thirds  of  one  Right  of  Land  lying  in  Springfield. 


THOMAS  LEWIS. 
Sub.  885.     Oath  ftled. 

Claims  lot  N°.  27  and  part  of  28.  Surveyed  together  by  West- 
erly and  Numbered  un  the  Draft  27  and  contains  30S**.  59^. 
mid  Allowance. 

Claim  for  Lot  N'.  27. 

SprinKfleld  LlBt  Sut  to  Ephraim  Tyler. 

See  the  ilepoxitions  of  Thomas  Lewis,  Nathan  Eingsley  and 
Joseph  Elliott  filed,  that  Ephraim  Tyler  conveyed  this  lot  to 
Warham  Kingsley  alxmt  the  year  1806,  Which  Deed  is  lout 
nnd  after  diligent  Search  cannot  be  found. 

See  CertiHcate  filed  that  there  is  no  aueh  Deed  on  Becord 
from  Ephraim  Tyler  to  Warham  Kingslyfrom  Thomas  tira- 
ham,  Bccorder  of  LuKerne  County. 
Deed  12  Jan'.,  1789.     Con  :  ilM. 

Warham  Kingsly  to  Thomas  Lewis,  William   S.    Buck  and 
Jared Tyrrell  in  equal  Moietie?,  Viz.  one-half  to  Thomas  Lewis 
and  the  other  half  to  Buck  nnd  Tyrrell. 
Deed  26  Nov..  1790.      Con  :  £20. 

William  S.  Buck  and  his  Wife  Berintha  to  claimant  for  his 
fouith  of  said  Lot. 
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Deed  16  March,  1U07.     Con :  £15  L.  M. 

Jared  Terrell  to  William  S.  Back  for  one  quarter  of  a  Lot  or 
Share  of  Lau<t  in  Springtield,  the  same  I  boug^ht  in  partner- 
ship with  Said  Buck  and  Thomas  Lewis. 

Deed  Sep'. ,  1792.     Con  :  £30. 

WilHain  S.  Buck  and  his  wife  Berintha  to  claimant  for  the 
last  mentioned  fourth  part  of  said  Lot. 


Sub.  999.     Oath  filed. 

Job  Terrill  by  his  Att^  M.  Miner  York,  claims  100  acres  of  Lot 
N".  7,  also  about  75  acres  &  75  perches,  beings  part  of  his  divi- 
sion among  the  heirs  of  Amos  York,  dec**.,  of  Lands  (^iven 
them  by  Manasseth  Miner,  the  father  of  Lucretia  the  widow  of 
the  said  Amos  York,  Also  about  25  acres  of  the  Lot  Joseph 
Town's  Mill  stands  on. 

Claim  for  100  acres  of  Jot  N».  7. 

Springfield  list  Set  to  William  Churchill. 

Deed  31  Oct'. ,  1793.     Con :  £31  L.  M. 

William  Churchill  to  Job  Terrill. 

Power  of  Attorney  Job  Terrill  to  M.  Miner  York  to  do  what 
was  needful  1 

Claim  for  75  ".  75  p". 

See  in  the  Title  of  M.  Miner  York  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers' Book  of  titles  in  Springfield,  how  this  title  originated,  and 
the  consentable  division  among  the  heirs  of  Amos  York  of  the 
property  given  them  by  their  Grandfather,  Manasseth  Miner, 
in  which  the  Land  here  claimed  was  part  of  what  was  set  off 
to  Job  Terrill  and  Kesiah  his  wife. 


ON  A  THAN  TERRY. 
Sub. 

Claims  lots  N^  14  &  15. 

Springfield  list  Drawn  by  Benjamin  Budd. 

See  the  deix>sition  of  John  Budd  filed  that  his  father  Ben- 
jamin Budd  made  a  Deed  to  Parshall  Terry  of  his  Lands  in 
Springfield,  he  does  not  recollect  the  N^.  but  believes  it  was 
for  lots  N^  14  &  15,  and  the  half  of  another  lot  that  was  drawn 
by  his  Father.  That  deponant  delivered  the  Deed  to  Jonathan 
Terry  the  claimant  to  be  delivered  to  his  father  Parshall  Terry. 
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See  ileposition  tiled  of  John  Horton  that  aboat  19  jreartt  Ago 
he  Haw  a  Deed  in  the  poSBeBsion  of  ParHhall  Terry  for  two  lots 
and  a  halt  of  T>aud  In  Springfield,  the  same  lot§  whereon  the 
Bald  Parehall  Terry  now  lives  and  where  hinSon  Jonatbau  Uvea. 

See  also  the  deposition  of  Farehall  Terry  filed  that  the 
UeeilB  from  Benjamin  Budd  to  him  waB  burnt  In  the  House  of 
Nathan  Terry  when  that  Hoiine  waa  burnt. 

See  Oertifloate  filed  of  Thoiuan  Graham,  recorder  of  Laierne 
County.  That    there  is  no  Deed  on  Rtiiiord  In  bla  OfSoe  from 
Benjamin  Budd  to  Parshall  Terry. 
Deed  30  Jnly.  1807.     Con :  Love  &  Qowl  Will. 

ParBhall  Terry  to  Jonathan  Terry  the  Claimant  for  these 
t  Ko  Lots. 


JOHN  HORTON. 
Sub  88a     Oath  filed. 

(Claims  that  half  of  Lot  N".  IS  joining  on  the  River. 

See  the  title  of  Jonathan  Terry  for  this  title  into  ParBOall 
Terry. 
Deed  18  Nov'.,  1807.     Con:  Agree',  made  39  June,  1798. 

Parshall  Terry  to  Claimant  for   the  equal  Hoiety  of  said  lot 
N".  18  joining  on  the  River. 


OLIVA  CRAWFORD. 
Sub.  979. 

Claims  part  of  Lot  N°,  H  within  the  following  boundarieii. 
Beginning  at  a  certain  Stake  &  Stones  at  the  South  eoitt  cor- 
nerof  said  Lot,  thence  running  West  about  50  rods  to  a  cer 
tain  Stake  and  Stones,  Thence  running  northerly  tn  a  Stake 
on  Ut«  Hill,  toward-,  the  Town  line,  and  an  far  on  that  course 
as  the  Town  line  i^hali  eitenil.  Thence  running  Easterly  as  far  a« 
Bflid  l<)t  HXtendN,  Thence  runnliiK  Southeasterly  to  the  first 
mentioned  bounds. 
Spingfleld  List— Drawn  by  Nathan  DeniHon, 

Si-e  in  the  former  OomniiHuionurs'  Book  of  Springfield  titled 
in  the  title  of  Abignil  Dodgi-  for  a  Demi  from  Nathan  Denlson 
lo  Abigail  Dodgi'  for  lot  N".  34. 

Deed  Jiin'.  2^  I80a     Con:  £33. 
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Abig^ail  Dodge  to  Oliva  Crawford  for  a  part  of  Lot  N».  24 
bounded  Easterly  on  the  undivided  Jjand,  Southerly  on  the 
SuMiuehanna  River,  Westerly  on  Humphrey  Brown,  Northerly 
on  undivided  Land. 


THOMAS  WILLIAM  WIGTON. 
Sub.  984.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lots  N".  20  &  21. 
Springfield  list — Drawn  by  Perrin  Ross,  both  lots. 
Deed  21  May,  1777.     Con  :  £200. 

Perrin  Ross  to  Justus  Gaylord. 
Deed  19  Aug».,  1799.     Con:  Uood  Will  &^ 

Justus  Gaylord  to  his  Son  Chancy  Gaylord  for  lot  N*.  20. 

Deed27Dec^,  1802.     Con:  $300. 

Chancy  Ciaylrod  to  Benjamin  Crawford  for  Lot  N*.  20. 
Office  copy  filed  of  the  Orders  of  the  Orphans'  Court  to  Jon- 
athan Terry  to  Sell  the  Land  of  Benjamin  Crawford,  deceased. 

Deed  3  Aug^,  1805.     (^on  :  294  Dls. 

.Jonathan  Terry  as  Administrator  of  Benj*.  Crawford,  dec**., 
to  Justus  Gaylord,  jun'. ,  for  Lot  N*.  20. 

Deed  July  4»^  1807.     Con  :  300  Dls. 

Justus  Gaylord,  jun'. ,  to  claimant  for  Lot  N^  20. 
Deed  24  Sep'. ,  1807.     Con  :  200  Dls. 

Justus  Gaylord  to  claimant  for  Lot  N".  21. 


HUMPHREY  BROWN. 
Sub.  960.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lot  N".  49,  half  of  N«.  47  and  parts  of  lots  N«».  48  &  50. 

Claim  for  Lot  N".  47. 

Springfield  List  Set  to  Elihu  Williams. 

See  the  title  of  Darins  Williams  in  the  former  Commissioners* 
book  of  titles  of  Plymouth,  for  Darius  Williams'  title  to  his 
father's  rights. 

Deed  24  Nov^ ,  1807.     Con  :  25  Dollars. 

Darius  Williams  to  Humphrey  Brown  for  all  his  right  to  a  lot 
being  the  Same  lot  that  Josiah  Ives  and  Lucy  his  wife  Deede<l 
to  claimant. 
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Deed  a  Deo'.  17U0,     Cou :  £12 

Josifth  Ives  and  Lucy  his  wife  (the  said  Lucy  being  one  of 
the  Heira  of  Elihii  Williamx)  to  claimant  for  Lot  N°.  47. 

N.  B.— Out  of  thiH  Lot  claimant  has  sold  one- half  to  Dan 
Brown. 

Claims  i  of  Lot  N°.  48. 
Sprin^ffleld  List— Set  to  Jonathan  Weelts. 

See  ill  tlio  former  ComuiiBsioneni' boolc  of  titles  in  Spring- 
Held  for  tiie  title  of  John  Taylor,  in  which  it  appears  that 
Jonatliau  Weeks  devfHed  this  lot  to  bis  three  Daughters,  Lydia, 
Abigail  and  Ellzabotli,  aad  that  Elizabeth  intermarried  with 
Nathan  Waller. 
Deed  0'"  Jan'.,  1795.     Con:  £10. 

Nathan  and  Elizabeth  Waller  to  Gideon  Baldwin  for  their 
right  to  said  Lot. 
Dtied  »3  Dec'. ,  17IM.     Con:  £10. 

Oideon  Baldwin  to  claimant  for  all  his  right  to  said  Lot  (by 
this  conveyance  he  is  intltleil  to  i  of  this  lot. ) 
De«d  19  June,  1798.     Cou  :  60  Din. 

John  Taylor  and  Sarah  his  wife  of  J  of  this  lot  to  claimant, 
with  the  right  of  the  proportion  of  the  undivided  Land, 

See  the  right  of  John  Taylor  In  the  former  Commisaloners' 
book  of  titles  of  Bpriugtield,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  Said 
John  &  his  Wife  Barali  are  entitled  to  J  part  of  this  Lot.    See 
also  the  right  of  Abigail  Davidson  in  the  Page. 
Deetl  20  Ap'. ,  1705.     Con :  80  DIs. 

Abigail  Davidson  to  claimant  for  her  right  being  one-third 
of  said  Lot. 

Which  Complitats  the  title  of  ^  of  this  Lo 

Claim  for  Lot  N".  49. 

See  the  title  of  David  RlchardH  in  the  Commissioners'  former 
Book  of  Sprlngfleld  titles  for  the  chain  of  this  title. 
Deed  0  June,  1797.      Con  :  £80. 

Philip  Weeks  to  Olaiiuuut  for  this  Lot. 

Claim  for  the  ^j  i»art  ()f  Lot    K°.  50. 

See  the  title  of  John  Taylor  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
iKHik  of  titles  ill  Btiriiigfield  aforementioned. 
Deed  19  June,   1798.      Con  :  50  DIs. 

Jolin  Taylor  and  Sariib  Tiijlor  to  elaimant  for  V,  of  this  Lot 
anil  Ihat  prot>ortiun  of  the  Uuilivliled  fiand. 
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CLAVEEICK  TOWNSHIP. 


BENJAMIN  DORRANCE. 

Sub  900. 

Claims  ati  undivided  Moiety  of  a  certain  part  of  the  Township 
of  Claverick. 

See  the  Title  of  John  Shepard  for  the  title  into  Elihu  Chan- 
cey  (i^oodrich  and  his  Deed  for  the  one  moiety  in  tne  late  Com- 
missioners* book  of  titles  in  Claverick. 

8ee  the  copy  of  the  Order  of  the  Orphans'  Court  filed,  Grant- 
ing liberty  to  David  Waterman,  Administrator  of  Elihu 
Chancy  Gfoodrich,  dec<^. ,  to  Sell  all  the  right  to  Lands  that  the 
said  (ioodrich  hod  in  Claverick. 

Deed  10  March,  1807.     Con :  450  Dls. 

David  Waterman,  Administrator  of  Elihu  Chancy  Goodrich 
to  claimant  for  all  the  equal  Moiety  with  John  Shepard  that 
he  holds  by  virtue  of  a  purchase  from  Elihu  Chancy  Goodrich 
in  the  Township  of  Claverick,  containing  in  the  whole  about 
16,000  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less. 


APPENDIX. 


Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly, entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the  division  of  Certain  lands 
in  the  Township  of  Springfield,  in  the  County  of  Bradford, 
IMiSsed  the  B'^  of  April,  1829.'' 

Statement  of  rates  adjusted  in  Allotment  of  Springfield  by 
Comm"  under  act  passed  for  that  purpose  8  April,  1829. 

No.  Owners.  Third  Rate.       Fourth  Rata. 

1  Township  Committee 8  acres,     91.  7fi.8        1  share 

2  Heirs  of  M.  Hollenback, 96. 161. 4       1  share 

;i  "  "  95.140.4       1  share 
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Heirs  of  Joseph  Ingham, 
Heirs  of  H.  Holleilbiujk, 
Auderson  D&na,    .  .   . 
Heira  of  M.  Hollenbaoti. 


Townslilp  Committee,  . 
Heirs  of  M.  Holleiiback. 

Anderson  I>ana,  .... 
Heirs  of  John  Taylor,  . 
Township  Committee,   . 


Humphrey  Brown,  . 
Nathaniel  Terry,  . 


8  acres. 


86.  »l 
8&  94 
86.  74 
ea  11 
B6.  01 
03.1S1 

.  96.140 
9S.130 

,  07.  IB 
8&    g 


8  acres,  89.    8 

97.100 

96.  98 

4  acres,  44  83 

16.  80 

4  acres,  11.  7S) 

4  aoreij,  S5.  86) 

27.  73 

.24  acres,  308. 107.  S 


1  share 
1  share 
1  share 

1  share 
1  share 

1  ^are 
1  share 

1  share 
1  share 
Com  pris- 
ing 1  share 
i share 
S  shares 


JOURNAL 


OF  THK 


COMMISSIONERS 


APPOINTED  TO  EXECUTK  AN  ACT  OF  THK  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

OF  THK  COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  ENTITLED  AN 

ACT  FOK  THK  PURPOSE    OF  ADJUSTING   THE   TITLES  TO 

LANDS  IN  BEDFORD  AND  ULSTER  TOWNSHIPS,  IN 


LUZERNE  AND  LYCOMING  COUNTIES, 

PASSED    THE   1 9    DAY  OF    MARCH,    181O. 


(678) 
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The  (iovernor  of  the  Com  in  on  wealth  of  Pennsylvania  having; 
appointed  and  commissioned  Isaac  Smith  of  Lycoming  County, 
Matthew  Roberts  of  Montgomery  county  and  George  Harri- 
son of  Bucks  County,  Commissioners  to  execute  an  act  of 
Assembly,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  purpose  of  adjusthig  the 
title  to  lands  in  Bedford  and  Ulster  townships,  in  Luzerne  and 
Lycoming  Counties,  passed  the  19'^  day  of  March,  1810." 

They,  by  previous  arrangement,  met  at  Williamsport,  in 
Lycoming  county,  and  took  Ihe  oath  of  office,  as  prescribed  by 
the  ninth  section  of  said  act,  before  John  Turk,  Esq'. ,  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  said  county.  Whereupon  the  ori- 
ginal commission  was  recorded  in  the  Recorder's  office  of  said 
county,  antl  the  original  delivered  to  Isaac  Smith,  Esq'.,  one  of 
said  Com miasi oners. 

The  said  (commissioners  proceeded  to  the  township  of  Ulster, 
where  they  commenced  the  business  of  their  mission  June  the 

ll'^  1810. 

William  Wilson  haveing  been  appointed  surveyor  on  the  fifth 
instant,  took  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  and  his  compensa- 
tion was  fixed  at  three  dollars  p'.  day. 

Neal  McDuflfee  and  Daniel  M'Duflfee  were  appointed  chain 
carriers,  and  their  compensation  fixed  at  Eighty-seven  and 
half  cents  p"^  day  each. 

Francis  Tyler  was  appointed  marker,  and  his  compensation 
fixed  at  Eighty-seven  and  nn  half  cents  p'  day ;  all  of  whom 
were  severally  sworn,  as  the  law  directs,  by  George  Harrison, 
one  of  the  Commissioners. 

From  the  besi  information  that  could  be  obtained  by  the 
Commissioners,  relative  to  the  situation  of  the  township  of 
Ulster,  as  originally  granted,  under  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Connecticut  Sns(juehannah  company,  in  Lycoming 
county,  from  the  examination  of  documents  and  verbal  infor- 
mation it  appeared  that  there  was  a  grant  by  the  committee 
of  the  Susquehannah  company  to  Asabel  Buck  and  others, 
in  the  year  1775;  Beginning  on  the  west  side  of  the  Susque- 
hannah river,  at.  two  miles  below  the  junction  of  the  Tioga  with 
the  main  branch,  and  extending  west  five  miles,  thence  north 
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llvi>  ini)t<H,  tUf-nci-  bluHt  Hve  iiilliiH  to  t)i«  inaiD  river,  thanee 
down  tilt)  Hum  I!  to  the  iilace  of  lieKiDniiiKi  no  Kurvey  orallot- 
iildlit  waH  evvr  tQuilu  in  [ximuuiicu  therttof ;  w)ilch  grant  was 
Hii|wrci»l«il  by  li  (wnrtml  K<'"''it  on  the  13"' ilay  of  8epieni1>er, 
17BJ>,  Init  no  «iirv«y  or  allotnicDtK  l)t)ing  made  under  tho  eanie, 
tlif  Hald  iKtronil  grant  wan  Hni^rcedeii  by  grants  for  two  town- 
Kli<t>N,  lliiMin<>  cuilml  AtlimiH,  wlilcli  is  datuil  theB^day  of  Hay, 
ITHfl,  iind  wiix  surveyed  and  allote-l  in  the  full  of  tbe  same  year, 
MH  followH  {viz): 

Bi'ginnlng  at  a  Htalie, marked,  standing  on  the  north  Hoe  of 
thit  HiiNqnt'liaiinah  puroIioHf,  at  one  mile  went  of  the  Tioga 
brand),  tlienno  bkiNt  on  said  lint*,  eroHHing  the  Tioga  and  Sus- 
qudhannah  riverM,  five  miien  to  a  pine  tree,  marked,  thence 
HouDi  live  uilleH  to  a  block  oak.  marked,  thence  weet  Ave  miles, 
croHMing  Hal<]  Susqnehonnah  river  to  a  wldte  oak,  mark'd, 
theiict'  north  five  niilex  to  th«  plaoe  of  beginning. 

The  other  called  tliii  township  of  Ulster,  which  grant  is  dated 
the  31"  day  <ir  July,  17SU,  and  surveyed  and  allotted  In  the  tall 
of  the  flame  y<'ar.  And  is  ivt  follows  (vlx)  :  Beginning  at  a  tree, 
marked,  standing  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bnsquetianuaii  river 
oppoHitf  to  the  heiid  <)f  an  Ixland  about  three  qnarters  of  a 
mile  below  the  motith  of  Tioga  river,  thence  west  two  mile« 
to  a  corner,  thenee  Month  Ave  miles  to  n  corner,  thenoe  East 
live  nilles  to  a  corner,  thence  north  five  miles  to  a  corner, 
tlience  west  three  miles  to  the  place  of  beginning.  Whereby 
It  appeared  that  llii-  said  towiiHhii>s  of  Athens  and  Ulster  were 
surveyed  and  laiil  down  on  the  tract  of  land  which  woa  |iartly 
covered  by  the  original  grant,  and  so  much  thereof  as  was 
allolled  nn<ler  the  grants  and  surveyn  of  the  said  townehipa, 
which  havehig  lieen  niode  prior  to  the  28""  day  of  March,  1787, 
wAn  adjudged  to  fall  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  assem- 
bly. 


June  la*. 
Tli«  elainianlH  nol  boing  able  to  prodnre  the  old  grant  of  the 
township  of  UlBler  at  this  tlnn',  by  reason  of  ItB  being  hereto- 
fore delivered  to  Tbonnis  C.M)per,  Kwq'.,  one  of  the  former  Coin- 
niissUiiiiTM,  Ihi'  pri'seni  Coniiuissloners  proceeded  to  ascertain 
Ih.'  IxiLinibiry  lin.Hof  said  lownsbipas  originally  granted  by 
IheKnsqiieliannab  company  on  t  lie  bi>Kt  Information  that  could 
Im  obtabifd  ;  several  of  the"  inlmliltantR  attended  nnd  declared 
tb.-pliiceof  beginning  to  bi- on  t  hi' couth  side  of  the  Tioga  river, 
where   the  waters  of   that   river  and  the  Susquehannall  river 
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torm  n  junction,  nii<l  from  tli-'nce  Bonth  two  iiilleH,  tlienr«  west 
livtt  mllcH.  tli<-tit;i!  north  live  iuile»,  thence  ennt  llvi-  miles, 
t)i«iicit  him  til  ihri-t-  iiiilii'  In  I  lie  iiliice  of  he);] lining,  (roiiijiiited 
to  <;oiiti<Jn  Kixti'.'ii  tIlou^<Illlll  neres.     The  Burveyor.  )>y  ilirectifiii 

of  t\ HiiiiiiK-'ioinTs.  iironceiK-a  to  run  the  liouniUry  Ijnesni-- 

conliiin'v-  HiiveiiiK  llxeil  the'  aljove  rneiitiinieil  IioiiikIh.  <ir 
tixtitrior  lliicH  iif  the  ol.l  toniiHhlii  of  UlNlt^r,  the  <;oiiiiiii!«sionei')t 
l>roueeth?ii  to  n'lvf  imlilifk  notice  iliat  they  were  reiiily  lo  rr- 
ri-ive  ik|i|ili<-iit  i  HIS  nnil  eviileiice  of  title  from  tlie  Kerernl  claiin- 
•izits.  whifli  noiii-e  whk  In  the  followlnR  wor.N: 

Scitii'e.  All  |),-rMi[iicoiiieiiin  williin  the  pi-ovixionxof  tm  iict  of 
(ixeiiihly  of  tlie  <-oiiiiiioii weiilth  'if  IVimHylviuiiii,  eiititle<]  "An 
net  tor  the  tiiiri>o.-.e.>t  ikIJiimIi.^  tlit- tltlei  to  l(iiia.-<  in  Heilfonl 
unil  Ulster  towTisliips  In  Lucerne  and  Lyrinninf;  Counties:" 
owning  or  elaiiiiiiiij  luiiils  within  the  townsliiji  of  Ulster,  iis  or- 
iginally laiil  <nii  nniler  ilie  rules  ami  regnlatioiisof  the  Susqiie- 
liaiinali  (^otiiiuiTiy,  are  heri>tiy  rei|ni'Hte<l  lo  iar  iheir  cluiiuH 
witli  nil  possible  (lisimtch  before  the  iiiiilersit^nei)  Oomiiilit- 
eioiici'H  a[i|>r>iiiti-il  to  execute  said  act.  They  aiv  pr«)ui.re<l  at 
Ihe  house  of  D'ici'.  llopkins,  iu  tlie  town  of  Atheiu:',  tu  receive 
all  8uch  upplitiiilioikH. 

Isaac  Hmitii, 
Mattmkw  Roukkts, 
Okohok  IlAltRISn.N, 

Co  m  m  iss  io  n  era. 
Athons,  JiiiK-  I:!th.  1HI0. 


.  <Ule  foi 


IT  ivas  appointed  Clerk  to  the  coinmitiflion- 
ilh  of  onir,!'  atlmiaiKtercd  hy  Oeornfe  Harri- 


Elishtt  Haiierlei'  niatti- npplicAtion,  nfiOonnecTiciitt  claiman), 
for  lot  N".  IT  in  the  township  of  Old  Uicter,  cuntainine  on© 
hundred  ai*res,  in  tiie  third  divii-ion  of  lots  in  i^aid  town,  and 
ttxiijhited  his  title  for  the  siiiue,  which  waji  adjudged  to  be  eat- 
isfactory. 

Surveyed  .Inn.>  14, 

Stephen  Hookins  made  application  iw  Connecticutt  claimant 
for  lot    X".  IH  in  the  3' divlsi<jii  of  lots  in  the  old  township  of 
Ulster.  conlaininKone  hundred  acres  and  exhibited  his  title  for 
the  same,  whinh  was  ndjudgi'd  to  be  aatisfaotory. 
87-VOL.  XVIII. 
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June  14'^ 

The  lot  in  the  2**  division,  in  the  Possesbion  of  the  Penna.  claim- 
ant. The  claim  to  the  undivided  right  admitted,  on  the  de- 
Ix>sition  of  Col.  Franklin,  as  having  been  possessed  prior  to 
the  28^»»  of  March,  1787. 

Elisha  Saterlee  made  application,  as  Connectioatt  claimant, 
for  a  lot  of  land  in  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  in  the  second 
division  of  lots,  the  same  originally  drawn  by  Uriah  Stephens, 
for  which  he  exhibited  a  title.  And  also  for  the  one  fifty-third 
part  of  the  undivided  land  attached  to  the  right  of  the  said 
Uriah  Stephens,  included  in  the  same  conveyance  as  exhibited 
for  the  above.  Whereupon  the  surveyor  and  Commissioners 
proceeded  to  survey  and  examine  the  premises. 

This  claim  more  fully  established.     See  pages  23  &  24 

Abraham  Snell  made  application, as  a  Conneoticutt  claimant 
for  part  of  Jot  N".  18  in  the  3^*  division  of  lots  in  the  township 
.of  old  Ulster  and  drawn  in  the  name  of  Oliver  Bigelow,  and 
said  to  he  conveyed  by  him  to  Jacob  Snell,  and  fell  to  the  pre- 
sent applicant,  i)artly  by  heirship  and  imrtly  by  purchase,  and 
produced  a  title  under  the  Connecticut  Susquehannah  Com- 
pany, from  Daniel  Snell,  one  of  the  heirs  to  the  estate  of  the 
said  Jacob  Snell;  said  deed  bearing  date  June  the  11^,  1805. 

Surveyed  June  15. 

Lockwood  Sniith  made  application  as  Connecticutt  claimant, 
for  lots  N^  4  c^'  .-).  as  originally  laid  out  in  the  old  township  of 
Ulster,  his  title  derived  from  un  old  proprietors  right  in  his 
own  name  entered  in  said  township,  which  claim  is  fully  es- 
tablislied. 


Surveved  June  15. 

William  Curry  applied  as  Connecticutt  claimant  for  a  part 
of  lots  N".  8  &:  0,  laid  out  in  the  old  township  of  Ulster,  under 
a  title  derived  from  William  &  Elijah  Buck,  original  proprie- 
tors, in  said  township  purchase,  by  a  regular  conveyance, 
dated  Fel)\  .V\  1794,  and  June  15'\  1802,  which  claim  is  sup- 
ported and  admitted. 

Claim  admitted.     Surveyed  June  18. 

Daniel  Miner,  as  Connecticutt  clainmnt.  made  application 
for  lots  N".  G  &  7,  as  originally  laid  out  in  the  township  of 
Ulster,  on  a  olaim  tlerived  on  a  title  from  Elijah  Buck,  an  ori- 
ginal proprietor,  by  deed  dated  Xov'.  lU'^,  171)2. 
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The  claims  <>r  Lockwooil  Bniitli,  Williuin  Curry  and  Daniel 
Uiuer,  adjiitlut^l  lo  Im  correct  by  ilic  Cunimisniuiiers,  and  the 
surveyor  dht-nteil  to  mirvey  th«  »iiiie,  accuiiiiiunied  by  the 
CommitMioHKrM  for  t)iH  piiriiOHe  ot  cluHHhiK  aud  valulug  the 
premiHeti. 

Surveyed  Jiihh  18.  :1T  acres  l.'M  p",  of  this  tract  transferred 
by  Elijah  Hiiuk  (o  Daiiii-l  Muiur,  and  Murveyed  to  him  Jnly  4 
Elijah  liiK-k  made  applicaticni,  as  Conneotioutt  cluiniuiit,  for 
the  remahkuit;  iwrt  of  hiu  land  hi  the  old  towiiiship  of  Ulster 
not  sold  to  Williiim  <Jurry  and  Daniel  Miner ;  by  the  evideuce 
of  his  paiK-rM,  bis  tith>  apiieurs  to  be  durived  from  ojd  original 
rights  in  the  SiisqiiehiiLiniih  Company,  regularly  entered  In 
the  old  townahip  of  Ulster,  in  the  name  of  hia  father,  and  in 
his  own  nunie,  as  t-arly  as  tiie  year  1775.     Claim  admitted. 

Surveyed  June  ID.  Claim  admitted  same  day. 

John  Franklin  iippii<-<l  for  a  lot  of  land  under  the  Connecti- 
ciitt  title,  callt'd  a  town  lot,  and  known  by  lot  N°.  %%  witiiiii 
tile  old  town  of  Ulster,  unil  drawn  in  the  name  of  Nathan  Uen- 
nisoii.anil  by  siiid  Hennison  iionivyml  totlieaiii)licant,  by  deed 
bearing  <\n.U-  the  1»"'  Decem*".  ITflO.  And  also  uliout  22  roils  in 
width  of  lotN".  1.  ill  the  neuond  division  of  lots  within  tlie 
bounds  uf  ol<l  Ulster ;  said  lot  extending  from  the  roail  lending 
tliro*  Tioga  Point  to  the  Tioga  river;  said  two  tracts  claimed 
fiupposeJ  to  contain  altont  tlireeaiid  lialfacrex,  more  or  less; 
«.nd  the  last  trai-t  laid  nut  and  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  pre- 
heat applicant,  on  the  10""  dny  <)t  June,  1780. 

CT'hUniadmtttf'd.     Surveyed  June  27. 

The  Heirs  of  Abraliam  Decker,  deceas'd,  apply  for  lot  N°. 
10,  in  the  S'  division  of  lots  witliin  the  bounils  of  old  Ulster, 
»aid  lot  containing  ten  acres;  rrlnimed  under  the  tNinnecticut 
^itle ;  dmwri  in  the  name  of  Itenjamin  Allen  ;  from  him  trans- 
ferred to  John  htiit-iHLril  ;  froju  John  SheiHird  to  lia  Stephens 
•Lnd  from  Ira  Hl''plii'nM  to  Abraham  Decker,  under  whom  It  is 
now  applied  for  by  his  heirs. 


SiUiir.lny.  June  Iff". 
Claim  ailmitted.     Surveyed  June  10. 

Clement   Paine  applied   for  two   acres  of    land   within    the 
boundH  of  (he  town  of  old    Ulster,  under  the  Susquehanaah 
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claim,  it  being:  ^^  part  of  lot  N".  44,  in  the  second  tli  vision  of  lot« 
within  the  bounds  aforesaid  ;  said  lot  being  originally  drawn 
in  the  nanie  of  Thomas  M^Clure,  and  appears  to  be  regularly 
conveyed  to  the  present  appHcant,  by  deed  bearing  date 
Decemly  20'\  A.  1).  1798. 

The  lots  here  claimed  were  on  investigation  found  to  be  in  the 
Possession  of  the  Penn\  claimant,  except  N".  40,  one-half  of 
*     Lot  N'\  30  claimed  by  Elisha  tSatterlee. 

Betsy  Mathewson,  for  the  heirs  of  Elisha  Mathewson,  de- 
ceas'd,  by  her  Agent  Samuel  Satterlee,  as  Connecticutt  claim- 
ant, made  application  for  lots  N".  2,  3;)  and  40,  in  the  first  divi- 
sion; and  lots  N°.  1,  2,  «,  11,  1(),  17  and  30,  in  the  2^*  division  of 
lots  within  the  bounds  of  old  Ulster  township,  with  tlie  ex- 
ception of  20  piM'ches  in  width  on  the  north  side  of  lot  N*".  1, 
lot  N".  40  in  the  first  division,  title  derived  from  John  Frank- 
lin ;  also  lot  N".  12,  10,  17,  the  title  derived  from  John  Franklin  ; 
lot  N*'.  (5  ]ai{l  out  in  the  name  of  Solomon  Bennet,  from  him 
to  A.  Bird,  April  5«\  1789;  from  Bird  to  Franklin  and  from 
Franklin  to  said  Mathewson,  deceasVL  Lot  N'.  11,  in  the  2^ 
divisicm,  was  drawn  in  the  name  of  Christopher  Hnrlburt, 
and  by  him  conveyed  to  the  said  Mathewson,  deceased  ;  lot  N". 
39,  in  the  first  division,  drew  in  the  name  of  Duane  &  Patrick, 
by  them  conveyed  to  John  Jenkins,  and  from  Jenkins  to  the 
said  Elislui  Mathewson,  deceased. 

Claim  rejected,  June  19.      See  Page  12. 

Samuel  Satterlee  applied  for  a  lot  of  land  within  the  bounds 
of  the  town  of  old  IJlsier,  laid  out  on  the  undivided  lands  in  the 
year  179");  claimed  under  a  title  derived  from  the  Susquehnn- 
nah  (^ompjiny  to  Jonatluin  Hibbard;  from  Hibbard  to  Walter 
Hunt  and  from  Hunt  to  the  present  applicant. 

Claim  admitted.     Surveyed  June  14. 

John  Miller  af)plied  for  lot  N".  13  in  the  T*  division  of  lots  in 
the  t<nvn  plot  within  the  bounds  of  old  Ulster  township, claimed 
under  a  title  from  the  Susquehannah  ('ompany,  drawn  in  the 
name  of  Uriah  Stevens  and  conveyed  by  him  to  Nathaniel 
Dyke,  and  from  Dyke  to  Samuel  Hebrun,  and  from  the  heirs  of 
Samuel  Hebrun  to  ilu'  pres«^nt  applicant. 

Claim  admitted  so  far  a<  it  r«'lat»*s  to  the  lots  in  the  third  divi- 
sion.    Surveyed  Jun<*  21''.     The  lots  in  the  4  division  rejected. 
AI)n<M-   Murray,  as  (Jonncct  ieutt  claimant,  made  application 
for    i)art of    lot  N".   U.   1"^.  in    lli.'   ;V' <livision   of  lots  within  the 
l)ounds  of   tiie  old  township  nf   Ulster,  ni)on  which  the  title  is 
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not  already  extinguished  by  purchase  from  the  Pennsylvania 
claimant ;  ami  for  Jots  N*.  52,  53,  in  the  4'*»  division  of  lots 
within  said  town. 


Protest.     Henry  Wells  [Welles]. 

To  the  application  of  Elizabeth  Matthewson  Henry  Wells  files 
in  a  protest  and  prays  a  hearing  before  the  Couimissicmers, 
which  is  granted,  and  Thursday,  >•  28th  instant,  apiK)inted  to 
hear  the  evidence  and  allegations  oif  the  parties. 

The  lot  N°.  H4  in  the  l^ossession  of  PennV  claimant. 

Elisha  Batterlee,  as  Oonnecti(*utt  claimant,  made  applica- 
tion for  the  one  equal  half  of  lot  N°.  31),  in  the  first  division, 
and  for  the  one  equal  half  of  lot  N^  34,  in  the  2**  division  of  lots 
within  the  bounds  of  old  Ulster  township ;  said  lots  being  drawn 
in  the  name  of  Joshua,  Patrick  and  Thomas  Duane.  and  the 
parts  above  mentioned  conveyed  by  the  said  Patrick  to  the 
present  applicant.  To  the  application  for  lot  N".  39,  Matthias 
Hollenback  thro*  Henry  Wells  sets  up  a  Pennsylvania  title, but 
is  not  sui)ported  by  the  teAtimony  of  said  Wells,  and  no  other 
evidence  appears  to  supi)ort  the  title. 


Monday,  June  18'**. 

Daniel  Miner  exhibited  a  warrant  for  a  survey  within  the 
l>ound8  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  dated  the  24th  day  of 
April,  J810,  which  warrant  for  a  survey  appears  to  interfere 
vrith  a  possession  and  claim  under  the  Connecticutt  title  of 
Klijah  Buck,  but  said  warrant  lieing  dated  subsequent  to  pass- 
ing the  act  under  which  the  Commissioners  are  now  acting, 
<;annot  be  admitte<l  as  a  just  claim  to  prevent  the  said  Buck 
Irom  obtaining  his  right  agreeably  to  said  act.     Rejected. 

dlaim   rejected;  not   having  been  surveyed  or  allotted  until 

1793. 

John  8he[)ar(l  applied  for  the  land  in  the  4'*'  division  of  lots, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  which  api)er- 
tains  to  the  right  of  Christopher  Hurlburt,  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  within  the  boumlsof  the  township  of  old  Ulster, 
under  the  Conupcticutt  titl»s  said  She|:)ard  also  applies  for 
the  land  in  the  4'"  division  of  lands  in  th««  township  aforesaid, 
which  appertain  to  the  right  of  Matthias  Hollenback,  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  in  said  town,  under  the  Connecticutt 

t.itlA. 
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Claim  admitted.  Surveyed  June  19. 

ThomaM  Overton,  as  Connecticutt  claimant,  made  applica- 
tion for  lot  N".  3y  in  the  lirst  division  of  lotb  witliin  the  bounds 
of  old  Ulster  ;  drawn  in  the  name  of  Ira  Stephens ;  conveyed  by 
him  to  Stephen  Ho))kins:  from  Hopkins  to  William  Wynkoop; 
from  Wynkoop  to  David  Paine;  from  Paine  to  Levi  Thayer; 
from  Thayer  to  Wanton  Rice;  from  Rice  to  Chester  Bingham; 
from  Bingham  to  the  present  applic^int. 

William  Slocum  established  a  claim  to  the  North  end  of  the 
Island,  .fune  28,  and  conveyed  the  same  to  David  Alexander 
by  deed,  which  completed  said  Alexander's  title  to  the  whole 
Island.  See  Page  20.  Surveyed  June  19.  See  Page  26. 
David  Alexander  applied  for  the  following  lots  of  land  within 
the  bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  claimed  under  a  title 
from  the  Suscpiehannah  Company,  (viz) :  lots  N».  34,  35,  36,  37 
and  27  in  the  town  plot,  and  all  that  lot  of  land  included  within 
a  certain  field,  being  on  the  south  of  lot  N^  27,  and  extending 
south  to  the  inclosures  of  Mess".  Wells  and  Paine,  meaning  to 
include  the  land  within  the  following  boundaries :  allowing  the 
main  street  for  the  western  boundaries,  and  the  road  alon^  the 
l>ank  of  the  Susquehannah  river  for  the  eastern  boundary,  l>e 
tlie  same  more  or  less;  and  also  the  Island  opposite  the  above 
described  lots,  which  Island  appears  to  have  been  originiilly 
aimexed  to  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  and  the  possension  of 
which  appears  to  have  been  in  the  present  applicant,  from  a 
date  prior  to  the  year  1787;  th<»  title  from  the  Susquehannah 
Company,  of  the  above  described  land,  appears  by  regular 
c  ):iveyance  to  be  vested  in  the  present  applicant.  A  lot  belong- 
ing to  John  Slu^pard,  included  in  ihe  above  application,  which 
was  applied  for  by  said  Shephard,  and  his  claim  admitted 
Julv  ;3^. 

Claim  rejt^cted  as  no  survey  or  allotment  was  ma<le  until  17JK>. 

Joseph  Farlin  applitMl  for  a  lot  of  land  within  the  bounds  of 
the  township  of  old  Ulster,  bounded  east  on  lan<l  claimed  by 
Daniel  Satterlee,  north  on  land  claimed  by  M'('lure,  south  on 
land  claimed  by  A})salonj  Traverse  and  west  on  the  west  line 
of  thcHown  of  Athens:  sjii(i  claim  originated  from  the  riglit 
of  Abel  Yarrinj^ron,  who  derived  his  title  from  the  Susquehan- 
nah C'Oinp;iny,  and  conveycMl  the  same  to  James  Irwin  ;  saiil 
Irwin  to  John  Shepiird  ami  Shej  anl  to  the  i)resent  applicant. 

Th(»  applicjit  ion  made  by  S»mii<*l  SatterlcM*,  .June  the  IG*'',  re- 
jecteil  i)ytlie  ( 'omm is>i()ners  lor  the  following  reasons,  (vi/>  : 
That  tli(;  laws  muler  whicdi  they  act  <loes  recpiire  that  the  Ccm- 
neoticult  <*laimant  must  make  it  appear  thnt  he  \va<  an  actual 
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settler  in  Bedford  or  Ulster,  or  in  aome  one  of  the  seventeen 
towns,  prior  to  the  2iS^^  of  March,  1787,  or  that  he  claimed  to 
have  acquired  a  title  by  or  from  such  actual  settler  by  devise, 
inheritance,  transfer  or  possession,  and  that  the  lot  claimed  was 
particularly  laid  out  and  alloted  to  such  actual  setler  prior  to 
siiid  time,  airreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  then  in  force 
among  them.  It  appears  to  us  that  the  legislature  have  cau- 
tiously guarded  against  the  acknowledgement,  or  grants  of 
townships,  or  of  particular  grants,  or  rights,  which  accrued 
under  the  orders  of  the  Susquehannah  Company  after  the  said 
28''"  of  March,  1787,  to  which  time  they  are  expressly  limited. 
The  words  of  the  act  are  emphatical,  (viz) ;  "to  lines  hereafter 
run  and  established  among  them."  The  clause  which  relates 
to  the  actual  setler,  in  some  one  of  the  seventeen  towns,  does 
not  extend  the  privilege  farther  than  where  such  setler  hats 
had  his  right  in  either  of  the  towns  which  the  present  law  em- 
braces, surveyed  and  laid  out  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah  (yompany  prior  to  said  day.  The  law  was  passed 
with  a  view  chiefly  to  perfect  and  confirm  the  titles  of  the 
actual  setlers,  because  such  of  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  only 
whose  title  accrued  l>y  a  patent,  location  or  warrant,  on  which 
it  survey  has  been  executed  previous  to  that  time,  are  ad- 
mitted, which  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the  op|K>site  claim; 
therefore  the  present  claim  not  ha veing  been  located  or  sur- 
veyed prior  to  the  same  day  cannot  be  admitted. 

Olaim  to  Lot  N".  53,  admitted. 

Henry  Wells  (Welles)  applied  for  lot  N**.  53,  in  the  second  divi- 
»ion  of  lots  in  the  bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster;  said 
lot  originally  drawn  in  the  name  of  John  Jenkins,  under  a  title 
<ierived  from  the  Susquehannah  Company  from  the  said  Jen- 
kins, conveyed  to  Stephen  Bidlack  and  from  the  said  Bidlack 
to  the  present  applicant. 

Surveyed  June?  27'*". 

Claiu)  admitted  and  established  in  i>art  by  the  testimony  of 
Henry  Decker  to  lot  N".  20. 

And  also  for  lot  N".  20,  in  the  first  division  of  lots  within  the 
l>ounds  of  the  town  aforesaid,  which  lot  was  drew  in  the  name 

of  Christopher  Hurlburt  and  conveyed  by  him  to Root,  and 

from  Root  to  James  Irwin,  and  from  James  Irwin  to  the  pre- 
sent applicant. 

Application  was  made  for  Janeph  Tyler  (by  his  son)  for  a  lot 
of  land  within  the  l)ounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster, 
claimed  under  the  Susquehannah  Companies  title,  it  being 
known  by  lot  N".  24,  in  the  first  division  of  lots  drew  in   the 
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name  of  William  Joneu,  aod  by  the  aaid  Jones  conveyed  to  the 
eald  Josepb  Tyler ;  olaim  admitted  and  surveyed  June  19"- 

Wednfsdav.  June  v  30". 
Claim  rejected. 

Stephen  Hopkloi  applied  for  a  lot  in  the  fourth  division  of 
lolH,  within  the  boundit  uf  of  old  Ulster,  drawn  as  onu  of  the 
piii)liok  lotK  agreeably  to  the  rtileH  of  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany, and  releaueil  to  the  said  HopkinH  by  a  committee  of  said 
township,  appointed  for  that  and  other  purposes;  this  lot  na« 
not  surveyed  or  alloteil  till  ITWt. 

Surveyed  June  37^ 

John  Franklin  mode  iipplication  for  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
Ira  Htevenf,  deeeus'd,  for  the  following  described  land  withlp 
the  lioundH  of  old  UlstHr,  (vir.) ;  lot  14°  5S,  in  the  3'  division  of 
lotH  In  said  town,  drown  on  the  right  of  said  Stevens.  Also, 
two  tracts  oalled  4'^  <livi8iou  lotn.  part  of  said  two  tracts  ad- 
JdinHHaid  lot  N".  .">:<,  an<l  [Nirt  ly  lug  uti  the  west  side  of  theTiOKa 
river,  seitarated  only  by  ihe  river;  one  of  wild  tracts  laid  out 
on  the  rlKht  of  Mtid  Stevens  and  the  other  on  the  right  of 
Benjamin  Hmilh,  wtiieh  last  was  not  anrveyed  or  allotted 
untill  the  year  17113,  ci>nst<<inently  not  admitted;  all  of  which 
wax  claimed  under  the  ('oiinectlcutt  title  and  admitted,  except 
that  part  which  was  laid  out  on  the  riglit  of  Smith. 


Thursday,  June  31". 
Ahner  Murray  applieil  for  two  lota  of  land  within  the  bounds 
of  the  towni4hii>  trf  Old  Ulster,  the  one  drew  In  the  name  of 
Christopher  Hiirlhurt  anil  the  other  in  the  uame  of  Nathan 
Cary.  The  aforesiiiil  lot"  are  of  the  4'"  division,  and  it  api>eurB 
they  were  not  surveyed  nornllnttod  antecedent  to  the  SS"*  of 
March,  1T8T,  therefore,  are  iuadmissble. 


Fry<lay  &  Satnrdfty,  June  33*  &  23''. 
b^iii  ployed  ill  niakeingoiit  lilunk  certificates,  drafting  surveys 
and  classing  ilie  IhikI. 

MoiKluv.  J.ui.'  v■■3.V^ 
H....  I'age  33. 

Isiiae   Minify  Hpiiii.-cl  lor   ii  [wirt  of  f  hree  lots,  (viKl :  lots  S". 
]0,  11  &  13,  wit  bill  rhe  Ixmndsof  the  township  of  old  Ulstar ;  lot 
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H*.  10  drew  ns  a  ptiblii-k  lot.  lot  JH\  II  drew  in  the  name  »{ 
M'Clure  (iixl  lot  N°.  12  in  tlie  naiu«  of  HtiKoriiiaii ;  said  Morli-y 
Alniinn  lotN  >"•.  11  6;  13  by  conveyancH  of  Connecticut  title,  and 
lot  N".  10  liy  occii[miicy  prior  to  tilt?  yt-ar  ITtJT;  the  wliole claim 
was  cut  a  1)1  is  lied  by  Morley  s  prociiriiit;  a  deed  from  the  ooiii- 
mittee  of  the  town  for  lot  S".  10.  wliicli  bears  date  July  y'  ^', 
1819. 


Tuesday,  June  y'  38"'. 
Blisha  Satterlee  aitjiliud  for  lots  S°.  8,  12  &  20.  in  the  2*  di\-i- 
Hlon  of  lore  within  the  bounds  of  the  lownKhlpof  old  Ulster: 
the  lot  >'".  12  drew  in  the  naiui;  of  John  M'^KinHtry,  and  lot 
N°.  20 drew  in  Ihi-nanieof  Ishnmel  Bonnet,  both  of  whi.ih  lott> 
appear  to  lie  regularly  conveyeil  down  to  the  prei'ent  appli- 
cant, and  lot  K°.  8  apjiearM  to  be  on  the  original  oertillcate  of 
the  applicant,  entered  in  said  town  in  hin  own  name  in  May, 
ITSO,  but  us  the  lotH  ore  in  the  poeseHSion  of  a  Pennsylvania 
claimant  they  aro  rejected. 


Wednesday,  June  37'". 
See  Page  35.     The  lot  here  claimed  adjn<lged  to  Abel  Yarriug- 

Brantus  Lo<)mls  applied  for  that  part  of  his  improvements, 
upon  whieh  the  titles  are  not  already  united  by  piirrhntie.  it 
being  a  Iriangnlur  piece  of  land  lying  betw(.*en  the  Haiti  pnr- 
ehosoani)  the  limd  applied  for  by  Daniel  tdatterlee,  said  land  in 
elaimi'd  by  possession  and  actual  oocnpaney  prior  to  the  28^" 
of  Uarch,  17»T. 


Thursday,  Jnne  y'  2")"". 
Hurveyeti  July  3". 

John  Franklin,  In  liehalf  of  the  proprietom  of  the  township 
of  old  Ulster,  ajipUed  for  the  pnldink  loi«  within  the  bounds 
of  said  township,  assigned  as  siieb  iu  the  original  tillotment  or 
draft,  and  known  by  lots  N".  23  4;  51,  in  the  first  division,  and 
lots  N'.  51  fc  'ri  in  the  2^  division,  and  lotH  N".  0  &  10,  in  (he  :)■• 
division,  ami  also  two  h)ts  In  the  4"'  division,  K"*.  not  yet 
known;  one  of  them  in  the  oooupaueyof  Absalom  Traverse 
and  the  other  in  the  occupancy  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  both  un- 
der lease  from  thi)  township  Com.  ;  and  the  said  Franklin  aleo 
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>t)lieH  for  a  lot  laid  out  for  a  oommon  in  the  center  of  the  town 

Jot,  beiii^  ten  perches  in  width  and  extending  from  the  8418- 
^nehanna  rivtr  to  the  Tioga  river,  it  being  the  same  on  which 
he  building  Htands  thtit  wan  erected  for  an  Academy  ;  the  claim 
withdrew  on  all  the  lots  except  N*.  23.  in  the  first  division,  and 
N**".  51,  52  in  the  2^*  division,  and  the  lot  laid  out  for  a  publick 
square;  the  lots  N"'.  9&10,  in  the  3*  division,  were  conveyed 
ro  Isaac  Morley  and  Lodowick  Green,  to  whom  they  were 
certified  ;  the  4'**  division  lots  rejected  as  not  cognizable  by  the 
Com  miss". 

William  Slocum  applied  for  lot  N^  49,  of  the  ^  division  of 
lots  within  the  btmnds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster;  said  lot 
lying  on  the  north  end  of  the  Island  attached  to  said  town- 
ship, and  drew  in  the  name  of  the  applicant;  And  the  said 
Sloc.am  also  ap[)Iiesin  behalf  of  his  brother,  Ebenezer  Slocum, 
for  lot  N'\  30,  called  a  town  lot,  iind  lot  N".  40,  lying  on  the 
Island  aforesaid,  and  known  by  a  second  division  lot,  and  both 
originally  drew  on  the  right  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  £ben- 
ezer  Slocum. 

As  the  above  application  interferes  with  an  application  here- 
tofore ma<Ie  })y  David  Alexander  for  the  same  land,  which  ap- 
piieatioii  was  made  tlie  18^^  instant,  The  commissioners  assigned 
to-morrow,  tli«*  2\V^  instant,  at  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  hear  the evi- 
denctf  and  allegations  of  the  jwirties. 


The  application  of  Klizabetli  Mathewson,  made  on  the  1(J* 
instant,and  the  prott?st  of  Henry  Wells,  was  brought  before  the 
Commiss" agreeably  to  appointment  of  this  day  for  trial;  the 
iwrties  accordingly  appeared. 

The    said  Wells   enters    his  plea,  which  goes  to  question   the 
jurisdietion  of  the  Commiss'^''  in  the  cause,  anti  cites  the  7^  sec- 
tion of  the  act   under  whicli  the  Com  miss"  are  proceeding;  it 
appears  })y  the  said  T""  section,  "That  nothing  in  this  act    con- 
"tallied  shall   be   construetl  or  understotnl  to  authorist^  or  im- 
"  power  the  said  ( •onimiss'*  to  certify  to  any  person,  or  jjersons, 
**any  lantl  in  aforesid  townslii[>s.  held  or  claimed  under  a  Penn- 
•'sylvani'i    title,  niider   a  patent,  location,  warrant    or   settle 
''nient,  where  the  Prnnsylvania  claimant  is  in  the  actual   pot 
"session  '^r  occupancy  of  the  land,  either  by  himself  or  tenar 
at  till*  time  of  passing  this  act." 

On  t lie  part  ofM".  Matthewson  it  was  admitted  that  Char 
("an'ol,  of  Carrolton,   was  the  owner  ot    the  land   in  questit 
under  a  Pennsylvania  title,  and  it  ai)pears  that  the  said  Caj 
is  in  possession  of  the  land  api)lied  for  by  the  said  Klizal>etli 
his   tenant   or  agent,  except  lot   N".   40  and  a  \mr\  of  jot  N" 
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iknil  thnt  tlif  (iDr^ni-sition  wiut  auquiretl  by  tlii-  >4ii<l  Carrul  liy  n 
mil!  (toiuvi^  of  )uw,  Hiid  tlint  Hi-ni'v  Wi-liti  wilh  put  liito  pns.-<(>H- 
HJOT-.  of  lli>-  i-iinK-  l>y  rho  Deputy  Mainliiil,  in  purHiiance  of  a 
writ  of  IIulw-i-i^  Kiiciiis  I'oMSKSHimifiii  i!wii<-il  from  tliti  circuit 
i-<nirt  of  ill.'  L:  S,  roi'ilii'ilislriRlof  Pi-iiiisylV(iiii».  Therefore, 
tliirt  i-ixru-  in  one  <if  ilnjsc  e!icti|itfil  in  tlio  xaid  T'""  HeclioD  above 
ruciluil,  iiinl  i:;iniiot  P"nu>  iinilor  thero){nl~uii<;e  or  powertidele- 
^-(it.-l  lo  tlif  com iiiissi oners,  by  ilio  law  uuder  wblcli  tliey  w« 
n<mactiiiK. 


Fry.lfty.  Jiinp20"'. 
Ill  the  ciisfi  of  tiif  Jipplicitioii  of  Diivkl  Alexander  and  Wil- 
llaiii  Hlociiiii,  applyiii);  for  the  same  lundH,  tlieCoiniiiiBs'*,  agn^e- 
nlily  lo  iipimititniciil,  lic&ri)  tlieitvidenctf  and  ullegatioDfi  of  th« 
partiuHuiid  do  tiwitnl  that  the  wiid  Slociiin  has  made  his  claim 
guod  to  lot  K".  40  in  luM  own  iiaiiit',  and  also  to  Jot  N°.  40  iu 
till'  iiaiiKi  anil  lifliidf  of  Ebonezer  Hlo(;iiiii. 

Hut  in  ri>n[ii!i't  In  lot  N".  110,  it  I>eing  in  tlie  [MMeMion  of  u 
iVuiiHylviiniiL  rliiinumt,  in  wiihoul  llit^  Jurisdiction  of  the  coui- 
iniMfioiiers  and  cuniiiit  thereforu  bu  cfrtidod  to  the  Connecti- 
cutt  ciaimnnt. 

Aftfr  tlit'iiliovc  di-cision  wi^  mode  llif  [larties  agreed,  and 
I  lie  Bjiid  Slocnni  roini^yed  (lie  right  t>f  Hai.I  lot»  N".  40,  48toihe 
««iid  Piivid  Ali'Miiuli-r,  in  coiiHequonee  of  which  the  whole  ot 
Muid  liihuid  is  now  vested  in  llie  said  Alexander,  iiuder  the 
Oonnfi'tU-ult  title. 

nenJiLinin  IVrry,  as  Art'  in  fact  for  Ihf  only  BurvivinK  heir  of 
-r\sahfi  Hin-k.  dfieimd,  ap|ilic<i  for  two  righlH  of  the  said  de- 
i-easM.  KiipiMisfd  toliaveljeeiialliitt^l  to  him  or  hiH  heirs  within 
Till.'  old  lown  of  UlstiT.  It  appeured  niion  an  investigation  of 
t-bfsiihji-i'l,  that  Asuhe]  Buok  was  an  original  proprietor,  and 
*  .n.-  to  wliimi  Ihf  orii-inal  grant  was  given. 

And  it  aiw>  appi>ars  that  hiH  death  hap'ne<l  prior  to  the  allot- 
■  nt>iit  of  till'  said  town,  ami  that  froin  some  imiidv  unknown  at 
|)reHent  tin-  riglils  of  the  xaid  Hnck  wt>re  not  aw<igiied  to  bin 
lieim  in  the  idioiiiii'iil  t>f  said  town,  nor  any  tiini;  llwreafler. 
This  claim  war"  a<l judged  not  be  within  1  lift  purview  of  the  law. 
KlishnSiilliTlee.  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  brother  Daniel  Ciat- 
lerlee  (who  is  abseiii ).  applitHi  for  lot  N\  II,  in  the  S'  dlvinion 
of  lotf,  within  thf  lH)undsof  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  whlph 
lot  he  derived  by  tillii  from  Thomas  M'Chier,  who  wan  an  ori- 
ginal proprietor  in  said  town  :  claim  admitted. 
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Saturday,  June  W\ 

Lodowick  CTre€»n  ap[>lied  for  lot  N^  9,  and  jwirt  of  lot  N®.  10, 
in  the  3**  division  of  lots  within  the  bounds  of  the  township  of 
old  Ulster ;  said  lots  were  drawn  and  laid  out  as  publick  lots, 
and  conveyetl  by  order  of  the  town  to  the  said  Green  by  a  town 
committee,  appointed  for  that  anil  other  puri^oses.  The  above 
mentioned  lots  are  included  in  the  application  of  John  Frank- 
lin, in  behalf  of  the  town,  made  the  28'*'  instant,  but  by  a  vote 
of  the  town  since,  was  this  day  conveyed  to  the  said  Green, 
and  his  claim  ailmitted. 

The  remaining  t)art  of  lot  N".  10,  not  included  in  the  above 
application  of  the  said  Green,  was  also  included  in  the  appli- 
cation of  John  Franklin,  in  behalf  of  the  town,  but  in  like 
manner  as  the  above,  was  assigned  and  conveyetl  to  Isaac  Mor- 
ley  which  compleats  the  chain  of  title  to  Morley  iu  his  applica- 
tion of  J  line  25»»». 

See  Ante,  Page  10. 

Th<^  claim  of  Elisha  Satterlee  in  his  application  of  June  25* 
for  lots  N".  8,  12  &  20  was  objected  to  by  Henry  Wellb,  on  the 
ground  of  his  being  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  premises, 
under  a  Pennsylvania  title,  and  therefore,  according  to  the  7*^ 
section  of  the  act  under  which  the  Oommiss"  are  now  acting, 
the  claim  of  the  said  Satterlee  to  the  above  lots  could  not  be 
recognized  by  them. 


Mondav,  Julv  2**. 

Anna  Margaret  Spalding  (late  Anna  Margaret  Snell),  applieti 
for  lot  N'.  IH,  in  tin*  J5'^  division  of  lots,  within  th«i  bounds  of 
the  township  of  old  T'Isier,  laid  out  on  the  original  right  of 
Oliver  Bigt^low,  and  also  the  4''' division  lot,  atta<'hed  to  the 
same  right,  wliioh  lay  norili  and  adjoining  N*".  IS;  said  lots 
were  conveyed  l)y  said  l^igelow  to  Noah  Murray,  and  by  tlit* 
sai<l  Murray  to  the  said  Anna  Margaret  by  deed  bearing  ilate 
the  19'^  day  of  J'\'bruary,  171)3.  Tht»  said  Anna  also  produced  a 
deed  from  Al)rahain  ^lineer.  conveying  the  right  of  possession 
to  the  nl)ove  mentioned  lot  N".  IJS,  which  deed  bears  date  Feb'* 
20"'.  WXl 

As  theabovf  ap|)lieati<»n  interfered  with  the  application  t»f 
Abraham  Sn«'Il,  ma<ii'  tln^  W'  .Iniie,  and  the  parties  being  pre- 
sent, th«'  Commiss-' enter  into  an  invest  igal  ion  of  the  niatter. 
by  whieli  it  apixs'in-d  that  liie  a})ov<>  meiitione<i  grants  wen^ 
made  to    the  said  Margerei.  as  the  Widow  of  Jacob  Snell,  <|e. 
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oeaet  <1,  and  that  rhe  consideration  money  [)aid  for  the  same 
was  i>aid  ont  of  the  i>t»rsonrtl  property  of  the  said  Jacob,  de- 
cea8'd,  and  the  pnrcliase  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  theheii8. 

Tlie  siiid  Margaret  however,  contended  for  the  right  of  dower 
a»  tlie  widow  of  the  siiUl  Jacob  SnelJ,  but  (m  inve8tigation  it 
appeared  she  liiwl  releiisetl  her  rij2:ht  of  dower  to  Henry  Snell« 
iier  Hon.  on  that  part  of  the  premise  assigned  to  Henry  at*  his 
proportion  of  the  estate,  by  a  written  agreement  bearing  date 
G***  March.  1782,  «nd  tJiat  the  said  Henry  ha<l  conveyed  a  part 
of  the  same  lots  to  Daniel  Snell,  who  conveyed  the  same  to 
Abraham  Snell,  wlio's  claim  is  entered  as  before  stated :  and 
it  also  ai)peared  from  the  deposition  of  Noah  Murray,  Esq'., 
that  he,  the  said  Murray,  was  one  of  the  inquest  appointed  by 
the  Orphans'  Court  to  make  iwirtition  of  the  same:  that  on  ex- 
amination it  was  found  the  farm  could  not  be  divided  among 
the  heirs  without  spoiling  it. 

That  in  consequence  of  which  the  farm  was  valued  and  ad- 
judged to  (xeorge  and  Henry  Snell,  the  two  eldest  sons.  It 
also  appears  that  the  said  (reorge  conveyed  his  share  to  Henry, 
who  conveyed  to  his  brothers  John  &  Daniel,  who  sold  to 
Abraham  a  c(?rtain  part  of  said  lots,  with  the  condition  of  their 
paying  their  mother  her  dower,  which  amounted  to  twenty- 
one  pounds  p«»r  annum.  And  it  further  ap[)eared  that  an 
agre<»ment  was  nwuhi  between  t  tie  said  Anna  Margaret,  and  the 
r-^id  Abraliaui  and  John,  that  the  said  Anna  took  a  certain 
number  of  acres  in  full  satisfaction  of  her  dower,  and  that  she 
i\fterwards  conipromis(»(l  with  the  Pennsylvania  claimant, 
luid  rclin(|uished  a  part  of  said  land  in  consideration  of  a  re- 
<?onveyance  of  the  Pennsylvania  claim  to  three  acres  or  there- 
jilK)uts.  Whereby  it  appeared  and  was  mljndged  that  the  Con- 
necticutt  title  is  now  vested  in  Abraham  and  Henrv  Snell  as 
by  their  application  claimed  except  that  part  which  is  in  the 
occupancy  of  John  Snell  and  Anna  Margaret  Spalding,  not 
heretofore  applied  for. 


*  Tuesday,  July  ye  3*. 

See  Ante,  Page  Ml 

The  commissioners  entered  into  an  investigation  of  the  claim 
of  Erastus  Loomis,  who  api>eared  before  them  to  vindicate  the 
same,  and  by  the  dei)osition  of  Daniel  Mineer  it  appeared  that 
Uriah  Stevens  and  Solomon  Heiniet  were  in  the  ixjssession  of 
the  land  claimed  by  the  said  Loomis  prior  to  the  year  1785. 
That  tiie  said  Stevens  and  Hennet  lived  on  the  premises  al>oat 
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Hix  years  from  the  time  above  mentioned,  and  then  sold  the 
same  toStimuel  Swift,  who  lived  thereon  untill  the  year  1792, 
at  which  time  it  a[)pear8  the  said  Swift  conveyed  the  same  to 
Wright  Ijoomis,  the  father  of  the  said  Erastus,  who  has  Iwen 
in  possession  of  the  premises  from  that  time  to  this;  it  also  ap- 
pears, by  a  deed  from  the  said  Wright  Loomis,  that  the  right 
of  possession,  and  the  Oonnecticutt  title  to  a  part  of  it,  is  now- 
vested  in  the  said  Erastus  JiOomis,  for  whom  the  matter  is  now 
under  consideration. 

This  case  being  continued  open,  in  consequence  Of  the  claim 
of  Abel  Yerringfton  to  the  same  tract  of  land,  made  13**»  day  of 
AugsS  1810,  by  Rozewell  Wells  his  A  tt^.,  under  the  Oonnecticutt 
title,  who  produced  a  certificate  dated  l"*day  Octb%  1785,  signed 
by  John  Franklin,  Com.,  certifying  that  said  Yerriugton  was 
admitted  a  half  share  proprietor  in  the  Susquehanna  purchase, 
and  also  a  certificate  from  John  Jenkins,  certifying  that  Abel 
Yerrington  was  admitted  a  proprietor  in  the  township  of 
Athens,  on  lots  N".  36,  37  &  7,  Certificate  dated  the  lO*"  day 
October,  1787.  N".  7  is  the  lot  claimed  by  said  Yerrington. 
Fifty-seven  acres  &  fifty-nine  perches  of  the  above  claiui  ad- 
judged to  Abel  Yerrington. 


Wednesday,  July  ye  4^^ 

John  Shepard  applied  for  lot  N".  33,  in  the  first  division  of 
lots  within  the  bounds  of  the  old  township  of  Ulster;  said  lot 
in  the  draft  of  the  town  drew  in  the  name  of  Benjamin  Allen 
and  by  him  conveyed  to  the  present  applicant,  by  deed  i)ear- 
ing  date  May  2**,  17i»2.  This  lot  is  included  in  the  application  of 
David  Alexander,  of  the  18'**  of  June  last,  but  is  now  except e<l 
in  the  said  Alexander's  application  and  established  to  the  pre- 
sent apj>licant. 

Surveved  0  Jul  v. 

John  Suell  applied  for  that  part  of  the  Bigelow  lot  N^  1« 
which  was  assij^ned  to  him  as  his  share  of  the  estate  of  Jacol> 
Snell,  deceas'd,  as  out*  of  tlir  heirs  of  the  said  Jacob.  In  sup- 
[)orT  of  the  jibovo  applioation  Henry  Snell  certifies  that  the 
claim  of  tln^  said  John  is  just  an<l  rij^ht  and  stands  on  arrange- 
ment nnd  partition  (as  lu'  iiiKh'rstood)  which  was  made  l>e- 
twepn  ill*'  said  John  and  Haniel  Sn<*]l,  whereby  the  said  Daniel 
ditl  assiy:n  and  transfer  ih»*  sanu>  to  iiini,  the  said  John,  as  his 
shan^  of  tln-^  said  estat<».  Snid  .Tolin  also  protluces  a  certificate 
from  his  Mother,  Anna  Mart;an»t  Spaldinjj,  cortifying  her  con- 
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sent  tliiit  her  moiety  sliould  l>e  included  in  the  application  of 
the  said  John,  her  Hon,  and  certitied  to  him,  included  with  hiH 
own.     This  claim  admitted  ;  both  included. 


Thursday,  July  y®  5•^ 

The  Commissioners  haveinj^  this  day  comi)leated  the  survey- 
ing, classinjj;  ami  valuing  all  the  lands  applied  for  by  the  Con- 
necticutt  claimants  in  the  township  of  Ulster,  in  Lycoming 
county,  which  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  law,  deferred 
Issuing  Certificates  to  the  settlers  in  consequence  of  their  not 
haveing  procured  the  original  grant. 

The  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  in  Ulster  town- 
ship, haveing  failed  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  the  original 
grant,  the  Commiasioners  in  consequence  thereof  agreed  to 
take  the  next  best  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit 
of,  (viz):  The  testimony  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable 
characters  living  nigh  the  place,  possessing  a  correct  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts. 

The  following  depositionsgo  to  establish  fullyand  satisfactory 
those  facts : 

Ol>adiah  Gore,  of  8he^hequin,  on  oath  saith  :  I  was  one  of  the 
Oonimittee  of  grants  for  granting  land  under  the  Connecticutt 
Susquehanna  Company.     That  about   the  year  One  thousand 
Seven  hundred  andsoventy-ftmror  five,  Asahel  Buck  applied  for 
o.n<l  obtained  a  grant  of  a  township  called  Ulster,  and  according 
"to  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  was  bounded  as  follows,  «viz) : 
T^eginning  on   the  west   side  of  the   Susquehanna  river,  two 
miles  below  the  junction  of  the  Tioga  with  the  main  branch, 
And  extending  west  five  miles,  thence  north  five  miles,  thence 
«ast   five  mih^s  to  the  main  river,  thence  down  the  river  to  the 
place  of   beginning;  the  above  mentioned   grant  was  in    the 
liands  of  Thomas  (^oo[)er.  Esq'.,  when  a  Commissioner,  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  compromising  law ;  ho  had  it  at  my  house. 
Further  wiith  not. 

OBADIAH   CtORK. 

[seal] 

Lycoming  County,  ss.  Augu»Gth,  1810.  Personally  appeared 
before  me  the  subscrilx^r,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  for 
said  county.  Obadiah  Gore,  who  on  oath  declares  the  above 
statement    bv  him  made  is  the  truth;  sworn  and  subscribed 

before  me. 

Joseph  Kinney. 

[seal] 
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Ijycoinin^?  County,  k.s.  Personally  appeared  Lockwood  Siiiitb, 
who  on  oath  defilared  that  the  lyoundaries  of  Old  Ulster  (as  it 
is  ralhul;,  were  in  the  original  grant  thereof  as  is  described  in 
the  deposition  signed  and  sworn  to  by  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq'. 

Lockwood  Smith. 

Sworn  and  Hu!>scribt»d  before  nie,  witness  ray  hand  and  seal 
Aug  0th,  1810. 

Joseph  Kinnry, 
Justine  Peace. 

These  certify  that  the  township  of  Ulster  (commonly  called 
ol<l  Ulster)  as  grante<l  by  the  committee  to  Asahel  Buck  and 
others,  in  the  year  1775.  was  bounded  east  on  the  Susquehanna 
river,  antl  to  my  best  recollection  and  belief  extended  two 
miles  south  and  three  miles  north  of  the  Junction  of  the  Tioga 
river  with  the  Susquehanna,  including  Tioga  point  and  extend- 
ing west  from  tlu^  Susquehanna  five  miles. 

That  the  grant  of  said  townshii>  was  lodged  with  me,  as  clerk 
of  the  Susquehanna  company,  about  the  year  1785  or  6,  after  a 
new  grant  had  been  issued  :  that  it  was  in  my  care  untill  the 
(Commissioners  appointed  under  the  compromising  law  were  as- 
certaining the  chiims  of  the  sKlers  in  the  township  of  Claver- 
ack,  when  Thomas  (.'ooper.  Esq'.,  call'd  on  me  for  the  grant  by 
a  written  request  from  ()l)adiah  Gore,  Esq'.,  as  it  was  then  con- 
templated to  have  the  township  of  Ulster  embraced  under  the 
compromising  law.  That  I  delivered  the  said  old  grant  to  the 
said  Thomas  (-ooper.  Esq'.,  and  it  has  not  been  since  returned, 
and  the  said  grant  has  never  i>een  recorded  in  any  of  the  books 
in  my  care  or  in  any  other  to  my  knowledge. 

Certiiie<l  at  Athens,  Aug'  0'\  1810. 

John  Franklin. 

ISKAL.  1 

Lycoming  County,  ss.     Aug*.  Oth,  1810. 

}*erM)nally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  the  above-named  John  Frank- 
lin, nn<l  ma<le  <»atli  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  certificate. 

Witnes.s  mv  hand  &  seal. 

John  Saltmaksh. 

The  foregoing  depositions  of  Oliadiah  Gore,  Esq'.,  Vo\  John 
Franklin  &  Lockwood  Smith,  goeing  fully  to  establish  the 
bonn<ls  of  old  Ulster  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners, 
tliey  proce,Mi«Ml  on  the  Eleventh  day  of  Aug'.,  A.  D.  1810,  to 
issue  certificates  to  all  the  claimants  who  had  established  their 
titl»*s. 
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The  Pennsylvania  claimants  to  land  in  the  township  of  Ulster, 
an  originally  grante<l  under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Husquehaiinu  Company,  not  haveing  submitted  their  titles  and 
drafts  of  survey,  duly  authenticated  to  the  commissioners 
(eitlier  before  or  after  the  same  had  been  certiHed  to  the  Con- 
necticutt  claimants)  for  the  purpose  of  haveing  their  said  lands 
resurveyed,  classed,  valued  and  certifh»d  as  the  law  directs. 
The  Commissioners  being  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  law 
left  it  altogether  optional  with  the  IVnnsylvania  claimants  to 
comply  with  its  ])rovisions  or  not  in  the  iirst  instance,  which 
election  they  have  made.  The  Commissioners  therefore  could 
not  put  the  law  in  execution  as  it  respected  them. 


Thursday,  July  y*  12»^ 

Matthew  Roberts  &  George  Harrison,  as  two  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  execute  an  act  of  the  assembly  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  purpose 
of  adjusting  the  claim  to  lands  in  Bedford  and  Ulster  town- 
ships, in  Luzerne  tmd  Lycoming  counties,  passed  the  lO"*  day 
of  March,  1810,"  Haveing  com  pleated  the  duties  thereby  en- 
joined on  them  in  the  township  of  Ulster,  on  the  6"*  instant, 
proceeded,  together  with  their  surveyor,  William  Wilson,  from 
the  town  of  Athens  on  the  7***  instant,  and  arrived  in  Wilkes- 
barre,  July  9th,  1810. 

This  day  Cap^  Daniel  Hoyt,  Nehemiah  Ide  and  Noali  Wad- 

liams.    Esq".,    a   committee   appointed    by  the    Conneoticutt 

claimants  in  the  township  of  Bedford,  appeared  before  them 

rtncl  represented  that  the  original  grant  of  said  township  could 

not  be  found  ;  said  grant  included  a  tract  of  country  five  miles 

**quare.     But    the   committee  for  laying  out    said    township, 

T-Ofifether  with  the  surveyor,  on  examining  the  situation  of  the 

<:»ountrv,  deviated   from  the  boundaries  described  in  the  old 

jE^rant,  and  surveyed  and  laid  out  a  township  as  follows,  (viz): 

Ttegining  at  the  N.  W.  corner  of  Plymouth,  thence  running  N. 

•?30°  20^  E.  four  hundred  perches  to  a  pitch  pine  sapling,  with  a 

i  leap  of  stones,  being  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Bedford,  thence  nmn- 

m  ng  N.  33°  40'  W.  three  miles  to  a  stake  and  stones,  it  being  the 

TV.  W.  corner  of  the  sai<l    Bedford,  thence  8.  50*»  20' W.  eight 

:M'n]le8  and  one  hundred  and  seven  perclies  to  a  stake  and  stones, 

i  t  being  the  8.  W.  corner  of  the  said  Bedford,  thence  S.  83**  40^ 

*7.   three  miles  to  a  stake  and  stones,  it  being  the  8.  E.  comer 

r^^f  said   Bedford,  thence  N.  50®  20'  E.  seven  miles  and  twenty- 

j^even  perches  to  the  first  place  of  begining,  containing  sixteen 

38— Vol.  XVI II. 
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Iliouwinil  HQ<1  two  acres.  This  Burv«y  takuD  from  th«  luinutw 
of  ilic  Hurvuy  made  by  DouglaHH  Davidson  iu  1TT4,  reo'.  to  record 
Jiiiitiury,  171Ki,  reconlfil  l>y  Juliii  FraDklJD,  clerk. 

Tl)e  above  and  furegoliit;  iit  a  true  copy  of  tvcord  token  by 
JoHeiib  KiiidMbiiry,  Clerk  to  the  Commlteioners,  July  4tli,  1810, 

It  becaiiiu  iiecesHary  that  uvideiioe  uliuuld  be  produced  to 
xliew  that  the  Com"  of  ihi^  Siiuquehaiiiia  Company  had  ap- 
provt^d  of  the  alteration  »o  an  aforuHuid  uiad«  in  the  laying  out 
and  allotting  Huid  tuwuxhlp.  The  deiKwition  of  Ephruim  M'Coy, 
who  was  one  of  llic  c.omiiiittee,  together  with  J«reniiali  Cole- 
man and  David  Marvin,  for  laying  out  the  towntihipof  Bedford 
in  the  year  1774,  was  Introduced  by  eaid  Com",  which  went  lu 
prove  that  the  original  grant  of  Bedford  of  five  miles  square 
did  not  take  in  a  sulHcient  quantity  of  good  lami,  it  rnnrting 
ui>on  the  mountainH  and  that  it  was  agreed  by  the  ooiu".,  of 
wliich  he  was  one,  to  run  the  Haid  township  of  Bedford  eight 
inilfH  and  a  half  in  length  and  three  miles  in  breadth,  so  as  to 
include  more  good  lami,  and  the  xnrvcy  so  made  was  returned 
to  ihe  committee  of  the  Susquehanna  Conii>uny,  and  the  aame 
wait  approved  by  them. 

U|>oii  farther  investigation  it  appeared  that  in  consequt-nca 
of  thi-  defeat  of  tht!  inlialiiiants  of  Wyoming  by  the  Indianx  in 
1787.  the  few  persons  that  wero  settled  in  the  Township  of 
Bedford  were  driven  from  their  habitations,  and  the  settis- 
meiit  of  M,i(\  Township  was  thereby  prevented  for  several  years 
thereafter.  Tlie  Committee  of  the  Susquchaona  <'om)iany 
had  made  several  arrangements  among  the  holders  of  rights  in 
said  Township,  Ijetweea  that  time  and  the  year  1703,  about 
which  time  a  numht-r  of  persons  bec4^me  actual  settlers  ou  their 
lots  in  said  Township,  under  the  Connecticut  title.  A  Certi- 
lled  Copy  of  a  draught  and  allotment  of  said  Township,  taken 
fniiii  llic  r^cor<lH  of  the  Company,  was  pniduced  to  the  Com- 
inissliinitrH.  and  relieil  on  by  Ihe  present  claimants,  whereby 
to  estiihlish  their  titles,  but  it  did  not  upitear  by  the  Haid  do<'- 
iiments,  or  any  evidence  then  befiirr)  tlie  Commissi  oners,  that 
th.it  allotment  had  been  made  prior  to  the  2»*  day  of  March, 
17i*7.  nor  <lid  it  appear  that  tlie  present  claimants  hn<1  derivwd 
their  titles  from  the  original  jiroprietorB  under  the  allotment 
of  1774;  Whereupon,  The  C^ommisislonersordered  that  each  and 
every  Coiinect  iciit  claimant  must  jirove  satisfactorily  to  them, 
that  they  were  actually  f=etl  ].rs  in  the  said  TouTishtp  of  Bed- 
for<l,orsom.-<.ii,M.flbel7Townf;lnps,  iiriortotheaS'^of  March, 
1787,  or  tliHt  tliey  had  derive.l  or  acquired  right  «n<l  titles  by 
or  from  .ui  actual  "etth'r,  either  by  devise,  inheritance  or 
tninsfer.  The  di-imsition  of  Col.  John  Franklin  was  after- 
wards produced  containingastatement  of  the  Original  proprie- 
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tore  and  present  claimants,  which  satisfactorily  established  the 
titles  of  all  the  claimants,  to  whom  certiticates  was  afterwards 
issued. 


Monday,  July  16"»,  1810. 

John  Peirce  was  appointed  clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  to 
whom  the  oath  of  oflice  was  administered  by  (ieorge  Harrison, 
one  of  the  Commissioners,  as  the  Jaw  prescribes. 

Eden  Riiggles  &  Amos  Baldwin  were  appointed  and  sworn 
faithfully  and  diligently  to  perform  the  duries  of  chain  carriers 
&  William  Hunt  was  api>ointed  and  sworn  faithfully  and  dili- 
gently to  perform  the  duties  of  marker. 

The  Surveyor  Commenced  running  the  boundary  lines  of 
the  township  of  Bedford,  agreeably  to  draught  of  survey  and 
allotment  made  in  the  year  1774. 

The  following  i>ersons,  proprietors  of  the  township  of  Bed- 
ford, availing  themselves  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  of  the  1 9'**  of  March,  1810,  (viz):  "An  act  for 
the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  in  the  townships 
of  Bedford  and  Ulster,  in  Luzerne  and  Lycoming  counties," 
have  presented  their  respective  claims  at  the  time  prefixed  to 
their  names  as  Connecticutt  claimants. 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  said  act  into  effect.  [Names  seem  to  l>e 
omitted.  ] 

John  Hunnwell  &  John  Hunnwell,  Ju'. ,  Applied  for  lot  N*. 
4,  drawn  in  the  name  of  Amariali  Watson,  and  transferred  to 
the  present  applicants  by  deed  bearing  date  May  1*S  1807.  Con- 
sideration, $200. 

Beniamin  Perry  Applied  for  lot  N**.  22,  entered  on  the  oricrinal 
right  of  Eleazar  Carey,  antl  conveyed  to  Perry  by  the  heirs  of 
(Jarey  as  p^  memorandum  on  the  Susquehanna  Companies 
Record. 

Ard  &  Daniel  Hoyt  Applied  for  jwrt  of  lots  N".  1  &  2;  lot  N^ 
I  drawn  in  the  name  of  Jeremiah  Coleman  and  transfere<1  to 
John  Leonard  21"*  April,  179(>,  and  by  the  said  John  Leonard 
transfered  to  the  present  applicants  26'**  October,  1807. 

Lot  N"*.  2  drawn  by  Ephraim  McCoy  and  transfered  to  John 
Leonard  3"Sept^,  1796,  and  by  the  saicl  John  Leonard  trans- 
feree! to  the  present  applicants  20"*  Octob%  1807.  Considera- 
tion, $410. 

Joshua  &  Benajah  Fuller  Applie<l  for  lot  N*.  9,  drawn  in  the 
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imiiiu  of  Klittw  Allmi,  aii<i  l>y  Iiim  tranHf«rtMl  to  the  present  ft|>- 
plicuntH.  'M'  Oiirob,  tTUI).     Coiiniilcrutluii,  940l>. 

And  ulfii  fur  lot  N".  H,  drew  in  the  iiuiiitiot  Diknit-l  Uoyt,  nud 
by  him  trunntered  to  the  pretteiit  upplictuitH  80"' March,  ITIIT. 
CoDxidttrution,  $40U. 

Ephraim  MoCoy  Applied  fur  the  oiie-foiiTth  iiartof  lot  ft".  2; 
Miid  M°Coy  liuH  trauHfered  the  oiie-hnltof  bald  lot  to  John  J'Oun- 
ftril.  (Mill  thu  ulie-fuiirtli  part  to  tlWwt  &  Ebeiiexer  Allen,  there- 
intihiiiit;  fuiirlh  t>'^rt  he  claiiiiH  iik  hu  orlgiimJ  proprietor. 

Jiide  Baldwin  Applied  for  tno-third  piirlH  of  lot  N*.  7,  drew 
In  thti  name  of  Suiiiiiel  Marvin,  and  the  whole  lot  traiiHfered  hy 
hiiu  to  Jared  Htildwln  11'"  Nov'.,  ITIMI,  mid  by  the  xatd  Jared 
Ualdwln  wim  tnuixftired  to  the  pri-st>nt  applicant  II""  Deoeiii'', 
IBOI,  1 1  i<v>neil  deration  of  natnral  aflMtionK. 

JarMi  Haldwin  Applleil  for  lot  N".  47,  drew  in  the  name  nf 
William  ttallnp  the  Elder,  and  by  him  tranafered  to  tlio  pre- 
sent nppliciint  aa'  Jan'',  17M.     ConBideration.  *  lOU. 

Phillip  Abbot  Applied  for  lot  N".  17,  an  an  Ori(;inal  proprietor 
in  Haid  town. 

MeHM".  Roitwell  WellH.  Noah  Wadhaniw,  Danifl  Hoyt.  Nelie- 
miah  Idi!  &  Almond  Cbiireli,  TruKteeH  for  the  town  of  Be<lronl. 
Applied  for  l<itti  N".  S7  &  :I2,  beini;  the  Hchoo)  and  parsonage 
lotK,  tlienunie  l>eniK  appropriated  anil  allotted  by  the  ooninnt. 
tee  of  the  SnMtiiehunna  C'i>mi>any  for  tlie  i>t>nerit  of  the  proprie- 
torH  of  Haiil  town,  an<l  to  In-  certified  to  tbe  trnsteet)  aliove- 
nanieil  and  their  HuctretieorH  for  theuneand  benefit  of  the  in- 
habitautM  thereof. 


TuoHday,  July  17''. 

TibbniH  lialilwin  .VppUeil  for  tlic  one-thlnl  part  of  lot  K".  T. 
drew  In  thenameof  Hiijniiel  Marvin,  by  him  trannfered  to  Jarml 
Btddwin  11'"  Nov'.,  ITiMi,  who  tranHfent  Into  bin  aon.  Tibbali. 
Bald  win,  14  Di-eein"'.  IROI.in  eonhlderntlfniof  natnral  affect  ion  h. 

Neheniiah  Id"  Applied  for  1w..-nintli  parts  of  lot  N».  4U  l.y 
lille  di'rivi-il  from  DoiikUii'h  hiividson.  an  oriifinal  proprietor, 
win.  by  di'fd  dali'd  |."."' .lay  Nov',  I7iw,  ImnxferH  t Wo  iiii(][vi<lfi1 
Ibird  imrls  ..r  sjii.l  lot  to  Daniel  Havidson.  lii>'  Hon.  AblKnl 
l>avi<lHon.  Inn f-rmi-r  wife.  Alii^al  Davidson*:  Eliwibelh  l»a,vi.l- 
Hon.  liis  iliiii^fliKTH:  111.'  i>Ti.'-liiilr  to  hif  hod  Daniel  nn<l  the 
other  biiir  Ir.  his  ri>riii>'i-  wit.-  atnl  two  daiiKlitern,  and  the 
sai.I  Abi[,'al,  the  wife  and  Klimlu'tli.  Ili<'<limt{lner,  who  bad  iii- 
lermiirri,-d  »iili  Kilen  Wildmiin.  by  deed  dated  Pel."  P',  1Mo:t. 
.■niivyeaiill  lli-ir  ri^lii,  ainonnlii.K  to  two-ninths  of  the  whol.. 
Ii>l.  to  Die  pres<-nr  applicant.      Honsideration,  9W). 
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Vid«,  Ide's  apiilicution,  page  43. 

Nehemiuh  lil«  AlxouppliKil  fort  lie  one-tliiri)  luirtof  lotN°.  46. 
ilrew  In  tlitt  Daiiie  (>r  WallctT  LcwlB.tvliu  hy  (k-ud  iluttnl  21"  Nov'., 
ITftl,  conveyt-il  ihc  oiie-liiiK'  of  tho  lot  to  I^emuel  Wakuly,  and 
thu  said  Wakt'ly  liy  ileud  IG"'  DeceiuljcT,  IWK),  truimferetl  tliH 
vaid  oiie-liair  <ir  the  whole  lot  to  Nebeniiuli  Ido,  Ainott  Brown 
and  Daniel  Churuliill  and  the  wild  (.Churchill  by  lijudeed  of  Ihe 
It"'  Feb'.  1801,  trnnr^fttrnd  IiIh  liliarH.to  the  Mild  Id«  whereby  lie 
b«caint)  veMted  of  the  one-ttiirduf  the  whole  lot..  One  hnndred 
and  8«venty-live  afrea  3o,^f  Pk.  un  the  went  end  of  the  lot  ad' 
jndged  t')  Neheiniah  Ide  IT.)  Ak  :»,'<^  Ps.,  and  Amos  Brown. 
Nelieiniali  lile  aUo  applied  in  behalf  ot  AnioB  Brown  for  the 
following  land,  (viz):  theone-nintlipart  of  tot  N".  46.  PonjtlasB 
Davidxoii,  the  oriKinnl  eonveyed  to  him  by  Abigal  T^avidHon, 
daughter  of  DoiiKlasH,  111"  Jan.;  IflOO.  Consideration,  V.W  and 
the  one-HJ.xth  iturt  of  lot  N°.  4-1,  which  he  puruhiised  of  Lemuel 
Wakely,  an  in  seen  alKive. 

Vide  Idft's  application.  Page  4a. 

Neheiniah  Ide  AIko  applie<l,  in  behalf  of  Danleinuvidson,  for 
one-thiril  part  of  lot  N".  4'(,  with  the  exception  of  forty  acres  he 
sold  to  Isaac  t-lould,  and  aso  for  one  other  third  |iart  in  right 
of  hirt  tiithiT  Uonglans  DavidMn.  The  right  of  Douglass  David- 
son waH  adjiige<l  to  Daniel  Davidson. 

Daniel  Hoyt,  In  In-half  of  Wakler  Lewii",  Ajiplied  for  the  one- 
half  of  lot  N°.  4.'>.  drew  in  (he  name  of  waid  Walker  Lewis,  an  ori- 
ginal prnprieior  in  llw  township  of  Bedford,  he  having  trans- 
fered  the  one-half  to  Leiu'  Wakely,  Id  only  entitled  to  the  one- 
half  as  alH)ve  applied  forr  vide  page  43. 

Daniel  Ayres,  In  behaif  of  liimselfuml  the  other  helrsof  Wil- 
liam Ayres,  Applied  for  tlie  one-half  of  lot  N".  .I!!.  .Irow  by  the 
Hnid  William  Ayrts  and  Abraham  Neshit,  joint  itroprletors  in 
Haid  lot. 

Vi.le  Sesbit,  Page  45.  for  the  other  hidf. 

And  nl^o  by  lf.'njaniln  Perry,  Ati^  In  fact  for  Muld  Ayres,  the 
one-half  of  lilt  N".  13:  there  are  no  ennveyaneef!.  but  by  the  In- 
foriimtioii  of  the  Neeliitit  one-half  belongx  to  l>aniel  Ayres. 

Vide  Dani..l  Ayres  above. 

Abraham  S.->l)i(  Applied  for  the  ..ne-half  ..f  lot  N".  .*>3,  l)eing 
the  other  half  of  said  lot  applied  for  by  Daniel  Ayres  as  aliove, 
and  is  cluiined  >iv  stiiil  .Vcsbit  as  original  proprietor. 

.lames  >Vsbit  Applied  for  the  one-half  of  lot  S".  12.  tie  in  g  the 
original  rii-lil  of  .lannw  Sewliit.  "leceas'd,  and  father  to  the  pre- 
sent applicant  ;  anil  Abraham  Nesbit.brotherto  the  said  Jamea, 
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fXtlngultthcH  tlif  right  of  all  the  other  helm  and  tranBfers  th« 
whulu  of  thn  hair  lot  to  thi;  prttHent  a|i|)IJoaDt  in  i)rt98ence  of  the 
CoiumiBHioinTB. 

4Jlinrl(!H  Barnny  Ap|)tli>il  for  tjcveii-Eifchteitn  parts  at  lot  N'. 
14,  whioli  wiuxlrew  iiy  Daviil  Marvin,  whodied  intestate,  lear- 
iii>f  nine  nliildriin,  nnd  it  a.i>i»*iirri  that  Baniuf  1  Marvin,  one  of 
this  liBirH,  ha<l  iiiirchnned  tliti  HkIiI  of  sli  of  the  heirit,  his  in- 
uhidnil  iniul»Hev<>n,  which  he  tiold  t'><'tiarlesllariipy  and  Henry 
Unw  by  deed  of  the  1"  of  Ja.li'. ,  DJOS.  xo  that  the  said  Charles 
and  Henry  held  seven-iilntliK  of  a&id  lot,  inakeing  seven-Eigh- 
teeiiths  to  eueh. 

AiiderHon  Diuiu  Applied  for  lot  N".  21.  being  the  original  right 
of  Jacob  D&na.  Iiiit  Grundtathcr.  which  was  held  by  Anderson 
Duna,  Father  tu  the  present  applicant,  bya  power  from  Jacob 
hiH  father. 

Vide  Nehemlah  Ide's  A]1])licntion.     Page  43. 

ItuuiC  OouLl  applle<]  for  forty  anrew  of  land  in  lot  N°.  4((,  con- 
vt^ved  by  llongla-Hs  Daviilson  to  Daniel  nnvldson,  and  from 
D.iniel  to  tlie  present  applicant,  by  deed  1"  April,  I60U. 

Anderson  Dana,  Ky  l\>wer  of  att>  for  ami  in  behalf  of  Heu-- 
kiiLh  ParnonH  and  Bnnicehls  wife,  fole  heir  of  Stephen  Whiting, 
an  original  pro|>rietor.  Applied  for  lot  N°.  19. 

I'ilani  SpenC'fr  Applied  for  jmrtH  of  lot  N°.  1  dc 'i,  37  acres  in 
the  N.  W.  coi-ner  of  lot  N°.  I,  ciiiiveyeil  to  the  present  applicant 
by  Jeremiah  (Jolenian  &  Sarah  iiis  wife,  IT'*  Jan'. ,  1800 ;  and  40 
acres  in  tli«  N.  W.  corner  of  lot  N°.  3,  conveyed  by  Addison 
i;.irver  «"■  Nov',,  1804:  this  40  airres  M'.  M'^Oo/ states  John 
III- inartl  sold  Elieneicer  Roberts  and  Ro)>ert8  sold  Carver. 

Daniel  Sjn-ncer  Applied  for  parts  of  lots  N".  1  &  I!  ae  follows, 
(vi/) :  Oiie-fonrth  iwrt  of  lot  N°.  3,  conveye<l  to  him  by  Blias  &. 
Khenezer  Allen  ;  no  deed  appears  from  M^  M°Ooy  the  original 
ti>tlie  Aliens,  M',  M't^oy  stated  that  he  sold  the  above  one- 
f'liirtl)  to  the  Aliens. 

And  GO  acres  in  lot  N".  1  Sc  3,  In  the  S.  W.  norner  of  lot  N°.  1, 
mid  exlenillng  ten  perches  into  lot  N°,  3 :  this  Inst  60  acres,  l>y 
I  he  Htali'iiient  of  M',  M'f'oy,  is  from  Leonard  to  Ebene7«r 
U.ibi'rts.  &  from  Roberts  to  the  prewnt  iipt>Ilcaut,  byileed  16th 
Aug".  180.*). 

Zt'bnlon  Hutler  Applied  for  lot  N".  1K,(lrew  by  Jacob  Johnson, 
deiieiLS'il :  the  title  became  vested  in  said  Biitier  in  right  of  his 
mother,  who  was  n  danghter  of  Jacob  Johnson,  jointly  with 
(nirhtiaiia  r,  Johnson,  who  was  also  a  ilatighter  of  the  said 
.Ifn-ob,  who  bus  sim-e  liiieniinrried  with  William  Rnssel. 

\nd  he  also  applied  for  lots  N",  .14  4-  r.,  for  the  heirs  of  Zebu- 
lini  Hiitler,  deneosml    who  was  an  original  pro[>rletor. 
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And  also  for  lot  N^  11.  drew  by  Solomon  Johson,  deceased; 
said  Butler  the  Executor  applies  for  the  lieirs. 

Peter  Yarrington  applied  for  lot  N''.  28,  drew  in  the  name  of 
Abel  Yarrington,  for  whom  this  application  is  made. 

Vide  David  Scott,  Page  01  for  the  Remainder. 

Noah  Wadhams,  For  and  in  behalf  of  Thomas  Case,  applied 
for  50  acres  in  lot  N".  :^0,  drew  bv  Haniel  Avers.  The  said 
Daniel  Avers  conveys  the  whole  to  Ebenezer  Holly  5"*  Dec'. , 
1807. 

Holly's  deed  to  Case  is  dated  30"*  May,  1797;  this  appears  in- 
correct, as  Hollv  deeds  to  Case  ten  vears  >)efore  he  had  his  deed 
from  Ayers.  For  an  explanation  Noah  Wadhams,  Esq'.,  De- 
poseth  he  had  in  his  possession  a  deed  from  Ayers  to  Holly  for 
the  whole  lot,  which  by  the  request  of  Samuel  Holly  was  given 
up  to  Ayers.  in  consequence  of  whicli  Ayers  gave  a  new  deed  to 
Ebenezer  Holly,  dnted  5**"  Nov^ ,  1807.  •The  deponent  cannot  as- 
certain the  date  of  the  old  deed,  but  has  no  doubt  it  was  ante- 
cedent to  the  year  1797,  and  that  Ayers  destroyed  the  old  deed. 


Wednesday,  July  18th. 

Noah  Wadhams,  Executor  to  the  estate  of  Noah  Wadhams, 
deceai?*d,  Applied  for  the  heirs  of  the  (Jeceas'd  for  lot  N*.  26, 
drew  in  the  name  of  the  said  Noah  Wadham's,  deceas'd. 

Noah  Wadhams  also  Applied  for  lot  N?.  20,  drew  in  the  name 
of  Noah  Wadhams,  deceas'd,  and  transfered  by  him  tothe[>re- 
sent  applicant,  17"*  Sept',  1795.  Almond  Church  Applied  for 
one-third  part  of  lot  N°.  G,  drew  in  the  name  of  Samuel  Allen, 
who  transfers  two-tliirds  of  said  lot  to  Richard  Loorais  and 
Almond  Church,  20'*'  May,  1798.     Consideration,  |!200. 

Said  Loomis,  the  22*  Feb',,  1800.  conveyed  his  share  to  Aaron 
Brown.  The  said  Hrown  and  Church  make  an  exchange  of  3 
As.  20  Ps. ,  and  Church  conveys  14  As.  28j'\j  Ps.  to  Jude  Baldwin, 
which  is  to  be  deducte<l  out  of  his  one-third.  Deed  from  Asahel 
Drake  to  Samuel  Allen,  W^  Feb'.,  1795. 

Amos  &  Jude  Baldwin  Applied  jointly  for  lot  N**.  10,  drew  by 
Stephen  Burrett,  who  transfered  two-third  parts  thereof  to 
Amos&  Jude  Baldwin,  by  deed  23**  Aug*'..  179G.  Theotherthird 
part  the  said  Burrett  conveyed  to  Evan  Ruggles,  3^  Aug",  179G, 
and  the  8ai<l  Ruggles  conveyed  to  the  present  applicants  all  his 
third  part,  12'''  Octob',  1797,  .so  that  the  whole  lot  became  vested 
in  the  said  Amos  &  Jude. 

Joshua  &  Benajtih  Fuller  Jointly  applied  for  lot  N".  48,  drew 
in  the  name  of  Josiah  Ives,  who  con vevs  the  one-half  of  said 
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lot  to  Bllakam  AiiiIthwh  by  ilued,  hm  appfam  by  the  Depoeitioa 
(if  Cup*.  Dnniel  Hoyt,  which  deml  id  mitwiug.  tCliakaiii  Antlrewti 
ami  AuiiioK  AmlrtiWH,  hiH  wif«.  by  their  deoil  of  the  SO*"  Uaruh, 
17ST,  trauitfur  (heir  half  to  lliu  proituiit  applir.antit.  The  other 
hiilf  the  said  Ivus  cotiveyeil  to  Ahiioiid  Chunrh  14"  July,  IttiO. 
mill  Churnh  to  tlie  aaiil  Fulltsrii  17'°  July,  1810,  ho  that  iho  whob 
lilt  i»  vt<Mt<-d  ill  them. 

OrifBii  LbwIh  Applied  for  Bevttnty-ilve  acreH  in  the  S.  E.  uor- 
nur  of  lot  N".  'i,  drew  by  Stephei)  Biirrult,  aud  by  liiui  cun- 
veyedt^JoelH.  Burrftt,  :J0''' Nov'..  1 797.  and  by  Joel  U.  Barrett 
to  Beymoiir  Hunt.  «'*  Ootob',  I7«8,  iukI  eoid  Ity  the  SheHIT  of 
LUEenie  Comity  ax  the  property  of  Heyuioiir  Hunt  to  JoHiah  J  ved, 
J(i'.,  by  dfuil  SH'"  April,  1801,  ami  by  Joslah  Iv«b,  Ju'.,  to  the 
pri'Heot  appHcaiit,  lfl'°  Dec'.,  1807. 

William  Hunt  .-Vpplieil  for  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  N.  R 
corner  of  lot  N°.  <">,  north  of  OrifHii  Lewis's  lot,  drew  by  Stephen 
Burrett,  mid  by  him  eoeveyed  to  Joel  H  Barrett,  ami  by  Joel 
Biirrett  to  the  pretient  applicant  by  deud«,  1"  June,  1796,  and 
:tO''  Dec", ,  170)1,  <-oiitainiuK  about  00  acres,  more  or  Itiiitt ;  refer- 
ence to  \f  had  lo  thede  deeili'. 

Vide    ;Muit>u<l  riiiirch.  i»\gff  40. 

Abel  WbeeliT  &  Barali  Seely  Applied  for  one-thiril  jiart  of  loi 
N".  U  on  the  N.  W.  line  of  nalil  lot.  bouiuleil  on  the  ct-ntre  line, 
drew  in  the  name  of  Samnel  .Vlleii,  und  traustered  to  the  prc- 
»enl  applicaatM  by  deed,  30'"  May,  1801. 


ThurfMhiy,  July  ]i). 
Vide  Church.     Pi^v  49. 

Jcihua  Fuller  Applied  for  fourteen  acres  twenty  30  perches  of 
land  in  lot  N".  0,  conveyed  to  hiiu  by  Almond  Church  the  I" 
day  of  May,  18U0;  origin  of  title  to  be  seen  in  theapplicationof 
Church 

Viiie  Ohiircli.     l'ftf{e4U. 

Aaron  Hnnvii  Applied  fi>rth>' one-third  jxtrl  of  lot  N".  fl;  liile 
derived  from  Somnel  .Allen,  oriicinal,  from  Allen  lo  Rlcharil 
Iioomis.  anil  AIokui  4'hureh,  fniiu  T.<H>niis  to  the  applicuni, 
ii"  V<-ii'..  ISOli 

Hrown  6:  Chiirch  e»;rlianBi-  -t  As.  30  !'». 

l>eter(f«nlcl  Applied  for  I  be  oiie-hidf  of  lot  N'.  40.  <]rew  l>y 
.Viliilpli  llt'iilli.  fiiiil  livhiiii  rrimsfereil  lo  the  present  apjili- 
mtit,  !"  day  (>.•!. .b'.  IHKi. 

Alirahaiii  Vniilooii  &  Jii(<.l)  (iould  .loinlly  ajiplied  for  lot  N  , 
M,  drew  by  Kb.ne/.r  Ilibl.ard.  nnd  Siephen  BurriMI   depowtli 
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that  Hibbard  sold  it  to  DocV  William  T.  Cressy  and  reC*  full 
ooin|>enhiation.  but  no  ileed  to  be  found  ;  William  T.  Creasy 
transfere^l  it  to  the  present  applicant  the  U''*  October,  17Ui). 

John  Hollenback  &  Matthias  Hollenback,  Ju'.,  Only  lieirs  of 
John  Hollenback,  d<H*.eas^d,  Applied  for  lot  N".  42,  drew  in  the 
liameof  John  Hollenback,  deceas*d,  and  is  claimed  by  heirship. 

Eden  Ruggles  Applied  for  lot  >'".  lo,  as  original  proprietor  in 
the  town. 


Friday  20'"  July. 

George  P.  Ransom  Applied  for  lot  N*'.  40,  drew  by  Nathaniel 
Cook,  and  transferee!  by  him  to  the  applicant,  W^  October, 
1799. 

J>avid  Perkins  A pplied  for  lot  N\  13, drew  in  the  name  of  Isaac 
Underwoo<l,  and  by  him  transfered  to  Oabriel  Beach,  as  ap- 
pear8  by  a  certilicate  of  Benjamin  Newberry,  Recorder  of  deeds 
for  the  (-onnty  of  Luzerne,  and  by  8ai«l  Gabriel  Beach  to  the 
present  applicant,  27'**  May,  179."). 

Saturday,  July  21st. 

V^ide  GrifTin  Lewis  &  Wm.  Hunt  for  the  other  half,  i)age  51. 

Adam  Shatter  Applied  for  the  one-half  of  lot  N°.  5,  drew  by 
Stephen  Burrett,  who  conveys  to  Joel  1^.  Burrett,  IJO  Nov'.,  1797, 
and  Joel  B.   Burrt»tt  to  the  present  applicant,  17'**  Deo'.,  1798. 

Mondav,  Julv  23*. 

Vide  Charles  Barney,  pag<*  4"),  for  Henry  Row's  claim. 

Matthias  Vanloon  Applied  for  eight-eighteenth  parts  of  lot 
N".  14  drew  in  the  name  of  David  Marvin.  Henry  Row  by  the 
de[)08ition  of  ('harles  Biirney  conveyed  i\  ths  of  the  lot  to 
William  Rumsey,  and  William  Rumsey,  &  Hillar  his  wife,con- 
vey  the  ,7^  thsto  the  present  applicant  11**'  April,  1809.  said  Van- 
loon  introducesthe  deposition  of  Nathan  Rumsey,  which  proves 
that  James  Marvin  and  wife,  who  were  intitled  to  y^th,  sold 
William  Rumsey,  &  W".  Rumsey  to  the  present  applicant, 
which  vests  the  ,\ths  in  Vanl<K>n. 

William  Trucks  .\  pplied  for  lot  N".  8.  drew  in  the  name  of 
Benjamin  l^arney  ;  there  being  no  deed  of  t ransfer  f rom  the  ori- 
ginal Droprietor  to  <'ompleat  the  chain  of  title.  The  deiK>sition 
of  Benjamin  Barney  was  introduce<l  which  shews  the  title  iis 
follows,  (vi/)  :  That  Benjamin  Barney  sold  the  lot  to  Theo<lore 
Hennian,  who  sr)ld  it  to  Daniel  Barney,  and  that  the  consid- 
eration on  hot  h  instances  was  pai<l,  and  Daniel  Barney  conveys 
to  the  present  applicant  by  <leed,  8th  April,  1801. 
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Tiiewiny,  ZTjth  July. 
JcMppli  Kinnshiiry  Wnw  a|>i)Olnt«i1  aurveyor  in  the  place  of 
Williniii  Wjlxon,  who  is  eiiipliiyt^I  in  ilraftini;  the  towiuthipof 
old  Ulster  j  Kai<i  KiiiK»))iiry  wilh  Hworn  faitliruliy  anil  diligentl]' 
to  pi^rfnnn  the  (liitle)i  nf  Hiirveyor  l>y  rfJi-DOri^ts  HarriHOii,  one  of 
the  (7omintHHionerH,  and  proneedod  with  tlio  clinin  men  and 
niark<>r  to  Hiirvey  the  reiiiniDJiiK  I>urt  of  Bedford  that  has  not 
liuen  Murveyed  liy  M'.  Wilson. 

WtidnfHday,  July  36th. 
Tlio  fliirveyor  o  on  tin  tied  unrveylng,  M'.  Wilson  drafting,  and 
CotninliwioiicrM  inakeing  out  Certifluates  for  Old  Ulster  town- 
Mhlp. 

Tlmrwlay,  2«th  July. 
Vide  Clinrles  Barney,  p&ge  45. 

Rphraini  M=<;r>y  AppHtH)  for  one- eighteenth  part  of  lot  N'. 
14;  tlii-re  are  no  RonvcynnoeH  pro(lnci>d,  but  tho  eertlfleatea  of 
Benjamin  Newliirry,  Kecortlur  of  dci'dji  for  the  county  of 
I.uzenie,  mIiuwh  that  ii  <l(>ed  ii* recorded  in  theoffioe  from  l^ben- 
p/.or  Taylnr,  Grandson  of  David  Marvin,  conveying  to  Ephraim 
M'Coy.'aH  IiIm  right  in  N>  14,  ax  heir  to  the  estate  of  David 
Marvin,  it  l)eing  oiie-eigliteunth  |>art,  ileed  dated  23*  July,  1701 

Surveyor  with  chain  men  and  marker  returned,  havelng 
conipleated  the  outlines  of  Bedford. 

Fryday,  July  27th. 
TliiMduy  M''.  Wilson returneil  home;  M'.  Klngtibury  employed 
in  drafting. 

Saturday,  July  28th. 
Vi-rry  rainy  day.     Surveyor  drafting  and  no  applications. 

Monday,  July  :t(Mh. 

JoneH  Bnmh  Applii'd  for  lot  N".  41.  drew  in  the  name  of  the 
apiilicanl.  an  ori^'ina!  pr<ipri.-li>r  in  tin-  town. 

(Vrtitli-atc  made  cmt,  Imt  rMtnhifcl  in  the  handu  of  tlie  Cotn- 
tnissioniTB  for  furthiT  pniof. 

Tuesday,  July  illwt. 
Daniel  Dnviclson  was  ii]i[iointfd  diatn  carrier,  in  the  place  of 

Amo.<  Baldwin,  an<l  nlTIr d   fnjthfntly  and   diligently  to  |M'r- 

fiinii  the  dntien.     Surveyor  wilh  chain  men  and    marker  pro- 
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ceeded  to  survey  lot  N^  5.     Returned  this   evening,  haveing 
com  pleated  tin?  survey  of  s'*  lot. 


Wednesday,  August  1". 

Vide  Ard  &  Dan  Hoyt,  page  39. 

Daniel  Roberts  Ap[)lie:l  for  the  remaining  part  of  lot  N®.  1, 
being  the  remaining  part  of  the  north  half  of  said  lot  that  Elam 
S|>encer  purchased  of  Jeremiah  Coleman,  and  afterwards  trans- 
fered  to  Daniel  Roberts,  and  Roberts  afterwards  sold  Elam 
Spencer  thirty-seven  acres,  and  Ard  and  Daniel  Hoyt  about 
sixty-six  acres,  leaving  the  remainder  for  the  present  applicant. 

Noah  Wadhams,  Att^  for  Mathew  Covel,  Applied  for  the  re- 
maining part  of  lot  N".  /)1,  after  deducting  100  As.  70  Ps.  ;  said 
lot  drew  in  the  name  of  Ebenezer  Hiblmrd,  who  transfered  the 
whole  to  Mathew  Covel,  March,  1796,  Mathew  Covel  and  Orrel 
his  wife  conveys  the  whole  to  Absalom  Roberts,  June  1",  1800. 
Absalom  Roberts  &  Francis  liis  wife  recon  vey  to  Mathew  Covel 
all  the  back  iMirt,  after  deducting  100  As.  70  Ps. ,  by  deed  July 
18th,  1810. 

Noah  Wa<lhams  Applied  in  behalf  of  Nathan  Rumsey  for  two- 
eighteenth  parts  of  lot  N°.  14,  being  the  original  right  of  David 
Marvin.  M^  Wadhams  introduces  the  deposition  of  Abraham 
Nesbit  to  shew  a  fair  transfer  from  the  heirs  to  the  present  ap- 
plicant. 

Thonuis  Wright  Applied  for  lot  N^  36,  drew  in  the  name  of 
Jo.seph  Rothbone  and  by  him  transfered  to  John  Allen,  16th 
Decem*",  1795,  and  by  the  said  Allen  transferred  to  the  present 
applicant,  Feb'.  12*^  1796. 

He  also  claims  the  one  undivided  moiety  of  lot  N*.  31,  drew 
by  Sherman  Smith.  A  certificate  from  the  Recorder  of  the 
County  of  Luzerne  shews  that  Sherman  Smith  transfered  the 
whole  lor  to  Peletiah  Fitch,  and  a  transcript  from  theprothon- 
ataries  books  shews  that  the  lot  was  sold  at  Sheriff 's  sale  as  the 
property  of  Fitch  to  Thomas  B.  Dick  and  Daniel  Levy,  and  a 
Certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  State  Ccmimissioners  shew 
there  was  a  deed  from  Thomas  B.  Dick  to  the  present  applicant 
for  the  one-half  of  the  lot. 

Certificate  made  out  to  Thomas  Wright  &  Daniel  I-»evy  for 
lK)t  31,  but  re  tamed  for  further  proof. 


Thursday,  Aug'^  2^ 

Abraham  Nesbit,  Guardian  to  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Ayers,  de- 
ceas'd.  (viz):  Zebulon  Ayers,  Isaac  Ayers,  Evelina  Ayers,  Eliza- 
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belli  Ayera  &  Burton  Ayere.  AppUdil  for  two-thirdu  of  lot  N*. 
53,  drew  by  VVillium  Uaker,  who  trauHfeni  the  whole  of  nai<l  lot 
to  Haiuiiel  Aytirit,  U<t<:(iui"'  2Uth,  1TU»,  and  the  xald  HhuuicI 
trunxferN  the  oiiH-tJiird  to  Abiier  AytTH,  usappeam  by  panilc 
tt^stiuioiiy  Ko  thut  twu-llilrdM  beloni^  to  the  heirs  of  Baiuuel, 
anil  ona-lhird  to  thti  Haid  Aliner,  which  the  said  N^sbit  hIko 
applies  for  by  virtue  of  a  power  of  AttJ  from  Abner. 

Koswell  Wells,  Etiq'.,  (correct  HpelliUK,  Roxewell  Welles)  Att> 
in  fact  for  John  Allen.  Ap[>liH<1  for  lot  N°.  10,  drew  In  the  name 
of  Mild  John  Allen  nn  origiuul  proprietor. 

RoHwell  Wellit,  AImo  Att'  iti  ra<'t  for  Thomas  Moaely,  applied 
for  lot  N".  09,  drew  by  Joseph  aiueinaii.  M'.  Wells  stftteit  he  is 
confident  of  seeuii;  n  deed  from  Slueinan  to  Mosely,  but  expects 
to  get  farther  proof. 

Certitlcate  made  out  to  Thomas  Mosely  for  lot  N".  Sti,  But 
retained  for  further  proof. 


iH  presented. 
'  drafting. 


Saturday,  Aug"-.  4th. 

David  Soott,  by  power  of  Att'  from  Sarah  Bcudiler,  Mother 
anil  guardian  to  Abraham  KipBcudder,  Son  1o  William  Scud- 
der,  deceas'd,  Aiul  uIko  by  another  imwer  from  Eliakani  Hoss, 
and  Charlotte  Roxs,  liis  wife,  a  daughter  of  tiaid  deuean'd,  and 
also  from  Saruli  Scudder,  Mother  of  and  guardian  tobuid  Sarah, 
daughter  of  said  denei^'d.  Applied  for  the  remaining  i>art  of 
lot  N",  :iU,  afturdediic-.thig  llfty  acres,  sold  by  Ebenezer  Holly 
toThomaHCaHe;  said  lot  wan  drew  in  the  name  of  Daniel  Averii, 
who  agreeably  to  the  deposition  of  Nonh  WuilliaiiiH,  Ju'. .  c€>n- 
veys  the  whole  to  l-;i>ene3'.er  Holly,  ami  the  Naiil  Holly  by  hiti 
decdtj,  Feb'.  lOtli.  17!)«.  conveys  the  remainder  ax  fullowB.  (vi/.) : 
To  Abraham  Kip  Sitidd.T  one-third  of  said  lot  on  the  w.-«t 
line,  and  to  Hliarlott*'  ,S(!iidder  it  tiarali  Hcudder  the  ont^-half 
of  said  lot  ou  the  ci-nti'r  road,  whieli  liinil  the  Maid  Boott  (rlniniM 
an  alK>vf  ami  (lie  iHtrlillcates  to  be  Issued  agreeably  to  tho  ooii- 
veyam^eK  from  Holly. 

This  liuy  IttiiiLi^  Smith.  Ksq'.,  oiii'  of   tin;  (7ominisHtoneri-   ar- 


,  Ity  Li'lter  of  ,\I|J,  In  behalf  of  Abralmm 
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Pike,  Ap))lie(i  for  lot  N*.  23,  drew  in  the  name  of  said  Pike,  an 
original  proprietor  in  the  town. 


Tuesday,  Aug*'  7th. 

The  Comniisfiiioners  appointed  to  put  in  execution  the  act  of 
assembly  for  a<lju8ting  the  title  to  lands  in  the  townships  of 
Bedford  A:  Ulster,  deem  it  proper  to  inform  the  gentlemen 
Committee,  in  behalf  of  the  Connect icutt  claimants  to  land  in 
the  township  of  Bedford,  That  no  certificates  can  be  granted 
to  any  Connecticutt  claimant  or  claimants  to  land  in  the  town- 
ship of  Bedford,  Unless  he  or  they  make  it  appear  that  such 
claimant  or  claimants  was  an  actual  setler  or  setlers,  in  some 
one  of  the  seventeen  townships,  and  that  the  land  so  claimed 
was  particulurly  allot ed  to  such  actual  setler  prior  to  the  28^ 
day  of  March,  1787,  Or  that  he  or  they  have  derived  or  acquired 
right  or  title  by  or  from  such  actual  setler,  either  by  devise, 
descent  or  purchase. 

The  Committee  will  i>erceive  the  necessity  of  an  early  com- 
pliance with  this  resolve  of  the  board,  as  a  number  of  the  titles 
that  have  been  exhibited  are  incompleat  in  these  jiarticulars, 
and  they  will  accordingly  prepare  themselves  with  such  testi- 
mony as  shall  satisfactorily  establish  these  points. 

John  Pkirck, 
Clerk  to  the  Commiffs^'. 


Wednesday,  Aug"*  8th. 

John  Peirce  Applied,  In  behalf  of  Cherrick  West  brook, 
Executor  of  the  estate  of  Abraliam  Westbrook,  deceas'd,  for  lot 
N**.  29,  drew  in  the  name  of  the  said  Abraham  Westbrook, 
deceas'd. 


Vide  Jonathan  Stevens  for  Emond  Crane.     Page  69. 

John  Peirce,  1  n  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Winchester  Mathewson, 
deceas'd,  applied  for  lot  N".  44,  drew  in  the  name  of  said  Win- 
chester, an  original  proprietor  in  the  town  of  Bedford 

One  hundred  acres  of  lot  N®.  44,  on  the  west  end  of  the  lot 
adjudged  to  Nehemiah  Ide,  and  the  remaindeir  to  the  heirs  of 
Winchester  Mathewson,  (viz) :  238  As.  84,^  Ps. 


Thursclay,  Aug-»9th. 

Surveyor  running  the  division  lines  of  lot  N*.  46.     Coinmift> 
sioners  viewing  the  land  to  value  and  olaas. 
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Fryila-y,  Aug"  lOlh. 
No  dlaiiiiH  prtjHeiited  thiii  ilay.     Surveyor  OmftitiK. 


Saturday,  Aug"  11'^. 
Surveyor  drafting.     The  OuiumiiMioiierH  tbis  day  signed  the 
CertitloatuH  for  Ulster. 

Monday,  Aug"  13th. 

Ttm  Committee  for  the  township  of  Bedford  haveing  received 
thi^  notification  from  the  ComiuiMHiouHn)  of  the  7th  InBtunt.Thlti 
dayaiipeared  before  tha  board  and  alledged  that  they  weru 
unal>le  to  eHtabllHh  their  title,  and  requeHted  time  to  procure 
the  nucesdnry  doi^umentH  to  clear  np  those  polntK. 

Cat)'.  Almond  Church  was  dispatched  to  Co'.  Jolin  Franlcliu, 
Clerk  of  the  Susquehanna  Cuiui>any  for  that  purpose. 

Tuesday  &  Wednesday,  Aug"  14th  &  15th. 
The  Sur\<'yor  employed  in  pr>>i)aring  a  general  draft  of  Bed- 
funi,  uH  surveyed  by  order  of  the  Com iiiiKSl oners.     Clerk  pre- 
paring Journal. 

Thursday,  Aug"  10th. 
Mess".  Smith  Si  Roberts  went  this  day  to  the  south  west  enti 
of  the  town  uf  Bedford  for  the  pur[K>se  of  viewing  and  cla«eiUK 
the  land. 

Fryday.  Ang"mh. 
CoromiKSionerH  engaged   in' classing  and  valuing    the    land. 
MurveyorjlriiftinKaiid  Clerk  transcrlliing  Journal. 

Saturday,  Aug"  18th. 
Surveyor  ilriifting.      Clerk  trariw^riliing  Journal. 

Mon.lay,  Aug"  20th. 
nonimissioiicrH  signed  llie  M'Uialning  CertiflcAtes  for  Ulster. 
Surveyor  drafting.     Clerk  transcribing  Journal, 

Tuvwiay,  Aufj-'aisi. 
Itainy  day.     Surveyor  clrafiliig.     Clerk  transcribing. 
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WeilncHday,  Aug-'as'. 
Cap'.  fJhuroh  rt-tiirneii  from  Atlientt.  The  Com"  i>t  the  town 
att«n<lei].  ComniiK^Jtinfrtt  liean)  tlie  ileiKihltioii  of  (V.  Frunk- 
lin  noutainitiK  ten  i>at{t;ti,  Rial  examined  llif  claims  of  the  pro- 
prietorr),  whieti  wert>  gimerally  cleared  up,  and  tliey  procuedtMl 
to  claw  und  value  Ihe  lundx. 

Tliiinwlay,  Aug"  33*. 

Charles  Miner,  Att'  for  Blinha  Tracy,  applied  for  Ifit  N°.  24, 

lieinft  the  <>rlt;inal  right  of  Co".  John  Durkef,  and  convoyed  lu 

the  said  Tracy  by  Anne  IVIonifpres,  Uaugbter  jc  heir  to  the 

Mild  Durkee,  Nov".  4'",  1794. 


Fryday,  Aug"  24th. 

Benjamin  Barney  Applied  for  the  one-half  of  lot  N*.  41), 
Adolph  tieuth  original  ;  aw  there  are  no  deedtt  of  conveyance. 
The  deiHiKJtion  of  Joiiiili  Rogorx,  and  oertillcate  of  Noah  Wad- 
hams  were  intniiliiced,  wliieh  tS"  to  fhew  there  wait  a  convey- 
ance from  Heath  to  Barney 

The  depo.'-itiuii  of  Benjamin  Barney  is  introdiii'.edae  a  further 
coD&rinaiion. 

Eiatimlay,  Aug"  25th. 

Roswell  Weiln  for  the  heiro  of  Isaac  Benjamin,  deej>aM'd,  Ap- 
phed  for  lot  N".  3fl,  ent.-red  on  the  oriRinal  HKht  of  Obadiali 
Rlio(ie«.  who  conveyed  to  John  Rh<MieH.  April  '<th,  1773,  anil 
John  RhoileB  to  the  prewent  applicant,  Nov'.  13th,  1781. 

Noah  WiMlhanif,  Kisq'.,  For  Amariah  WatKon,  A)))>lied  forlol 
N".  37  in  his  own  right.  Tlie  ilepoiiition  of  Bijjshy  Rogers  & 
Jamen  Neshit  estahliHhe)>  the  claim. 

Horrar.e  Morse  .\pp1ied  for  lot  N*.  33,  Thomaa  Heath  original, 
and  by  the  de;>(»iition  of  Co".  John  Frnnklin  it  apiM-ant  that  ii 
waH  lai<i  ont  on  tin-  half  xhare  right  of  the  miid  Thomafl,  and 
by  a  tmnHcrjpI  from  the  Prothonotarieit  office  it  api>earH  wa^- 
Hold  hy  the  Sheriff  nt  LuTierne  County,  in  Aug",  1700.  as  the 
proimriy  of  ThomoM  Heath  to  Noah  WellH. 

The  Haiti  Noah  Welln,  hy  I^etter  of  Att^,  dated  the  1"  of  Jan. 
nary,  1801,  Im^iowerM  -lonathan  Kellog  of  Newi>ort,  state  of 
Pensylvania,  to  cell  all  his  lands  in  Pennxylvania,  and  Jamef 
Oamliell,  Ewcf. ,  deiHisetli  that  a  nnmber  of  years  since  Jona- 
than Kellog  acknowledged  a  deed  before  him  to  Horrace  Monte 
for  a  tract  of  laud  in  Bedford  township,  which  he  lieljeved  to 
be  Lot  N".  S3. 
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Jouftthivii  BttiveiiB,  For  Edmoni)  Crane.  AppliwI  far  partot 
lot  N°.  45.  Thin  lot  apiHtarH  was  origiimlly  the  risfht  of  EzekitI 
pHirce  uiid  by  him  was  (runsfered  to  Wiiiuliester  Math«wiKin 
the  7tU  Nov'. ,  177-1.  uinl  llio  mda  MatliewMoii  nuld  two  hundred 
uuruti  on  the  (wntrit  roiul  to  Sylvaiiui*  MalhHWBOii,  Nov'.  SBth, 
1T7Q.  Sylvimup  uiwigued  all  hin  right  to  tdmoiid  Crane.  S7th 
March,  17711,  and  Edmond  by  an  inHtriiment  of  writlnB  thtt  22* 
■luly,  17SH),  *juit.  (tlaiinii  the  onedialf  to  Jonathan  Stevenu,  and 
aiithoriit>'U  tliei^aid  Stfreni<  to  iit-i^ciate  for  the  other  half:  the 
said  StevenH  by  hlH  instruct ionx  to  tne  CoinmlfWlonfrft  com- 
mutfH  for  one  hundred  &  fifty  acroK.  Which  the  Cunimiw" 
eetaiilish  to  him  and  Crane  in  lot  N°.  45  on  the  centre  road. 

The  reinainInK  |iart  of  the  lot.  (viz):  175  Am.  S5^  Ph..  ap- 
peared to  be  vested  In  the  heirs  of  Winch  enter  UalhewKon, 
which  iB  Rlaiineil  by  Neheniiah  Ide.  To  eHtahliHh  liiii  claim  he 
introdnceH  the  de|>osition  of  Abraham  Dntcher,  who  married 
a  daughter  of  Wiunhexter  Mnthewson.  an<l  aluo  the  depoHitlon 
of  AInion '.'hurch,  which  i;o  to  shew  that  Blisha  Mathewiton. 
Adininii«trator  on  the  estate  of  WincheHler  Mathewiton,  as- 
xiijned  to  Abraham  Dutcher  one  wholtHot  in  Bedford  as  the 
[loi-tion  of  Diilcher'H  wife  in  the  Kaid  MathewHon'H  entate.  l.W 
aci-eH  IN  adjudged  to  tlrane  &  the  renminderto  Nehemtnh  Ide; 
and  also  jh  adjudged  to  Ido  lOOacrcH  on  the  wedt  end  of  lot  N". 
44  which  appears  to  be  vested  in  the  In-irs  of  Winehenter  Math- 
ewHOn,  to  make  np  wiid  Putclier's  right,  ami  the  remainder, 
(viz)  :  238AH.  84,-„P«.  ttHlie  heirs  of  Winchester  Wathewson,  as 
applied  for  by  John  I'etrce  in  their  helialf.  8arab  Dutoher  to 
be  excepted  and  Sylvauuit  MathewHon, 


Monday.  27th  Aug". 
1  Ide  &    Brown's  divinion  lines,  M'.  Smith  at- 
tended  the  other  ComniisslonerH.  classing  &  valuing  the  landi> 
anil  make ing  out  CertiflcateK. 


Tuesday,  Aug"  3Sth. 

Hurveyor  enfjagi'd   in   drafting.     ConimiRSionerH  all  engaifml 
in  tilling  np  certilicatcK  and  entering  them  in  clasu  book. 


Wi-iinesday,   AuK"9!lth. 
iur«ireil   Certillcates  with   ClosNhook.      Indorttcd 
np  the   (u-connls,  and  each  one  after  takcint;  an 
lieu,  r»!i  out  for  their  re.s[H-ctive  homea 
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Tht^  Pennxylvaiiia  claimuiita  to  lanilB  in  the  TowuBhi])  of  Bt^d- 
ford,  Luzerne  Coinily.  not  liaving  submit teil  their  titles  lo  the 
land,  and  drauKhtu  of  survey  duly  authenticated  to  the  Coni- 
nilHsiontTB  (either  before  or  after  the  itaiue  had  iMteii  certit!e<l  to 
the  Connecticut  claimants),  for  the  purpose  n(  having  their 
iwid  lands  reeurveyed,  claimed,  valued  and  certified,  as  is  by 
law  directed. 

The  CoinmisHlonera  beini;  UDanimousty  of  opinion  that  the 
law  left  it  altogether  optional  with  the  Pennsylvania  olaiin- 
aot  to  comply  with  its  provisions  or  not,  in  the  lint  or  second 
inxtant,  and  by  not  liaving  applied  the  law  made  their  elec- 
tion ;  therefore  no  meosureH  were  or  could  be  taken  by  tile  Com- 
missioners resjMictiug  them. 


39— Vol.  XVIII. 
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RKLATINii  TO 


THE  WYOMING  CONTEOVEESI. 


1769—1808. 


fell) 


fFrom  alarfji^  maws  nt  cftrrpupnndpncp  In  thp  I.anil  nejiRrt- 
ineikt  we  have  gl«-aueil  thedoouiumilKiniiiteil  tit-rewitli.  Tht»>' 
art<  of  variouH  UaieH.  It  may  be  atatei)  in  thin  connection  that 
there  are  many  vahiable  iwpera  in  eiiutenoe  rulailnK  tu  Wyoni- 
illK  aflnlm,  whloh  it  in  eiQat>rt-Jy  hoi>e(l  the  Stnte  will  direct  the 
printiDK  An  important  letter  book  belonKiitg  to  the  Depart- 
ineut  hu.v  uut  bueu  (ouud.  | 
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James  Lo{jan\s  Account — 1769. 

ne  Honourable  Proprietorif . 

To  James  Logan.  Dr.,  1769: 

1st.     To    carrying    flour   to  Wyoiiiiiig   with   four 

horses  and  one  man, £2 

To  my  expenses  in  going  to  assist  the  Sheriff,         1     10 
2<l.      To  assisting  in  three  expeditions,  man  and 

twoliorses,  findingourown  provisions,  &c.,       10 
3<i.       To  my  servant,  taken  prisoner  for  6  months 

and  3  days,      12 

4th.     To  six  times  carrying  prisoners  to  Eastown,         6 
5th.    To  the  use  of  several  horses  on  different  Ex- 
presses for  near  3  years,    ....       10 

To  assisting  to  take  the  Hanover  men  out  of 
Jacob  Brinker's  and  going  to  Wyoming 
with  them,  and  one  man  with  me,     ....  4 

7th.     To  riding  express  to  Philadelphia  from   Mr. 

Broadhead  on  said  business,  &c., 3 

To  ditto  with  Paul  Pelton's  qualiflcation  to 

the  liovernor, 3 

To  a  man.  Saddle  and  Bridle  and  Rifle-gun,       20    10 
To  a  horse  that  deceased  on  the  Road  Carry- 
ing up  Provisions, 8 

To  my  expenses  in  purchasing  provision,  &c. , 

in  the  country,     3 

To  cash  paid  several  persons  as  per  their  re- 
ceipts,         37     10    3 

£120     19     3 
Cr. 

Cash  received  of  Mr.  Jennings £2 

do.  Mr.    Peter    Kechlin    and 

Mr.     Stewart 3  15 

do.  Mr.    I<ewis  Gordon,  ...  15 

6    10    0 

£114      9    3 
(613) 
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Maff  3.1,  irra. 

To  AXDREW  ALLRK,  Esq.  : 

Sir  :  1  <!ttii  iv»Hcrt  timt  inniiy  of  tlie  above  serviot^s  were  itonn 
by  xaiil  JiuiKta  Logan  by  my  curitLhi  kiiowleilge,  but  ax  for  lila 
«i;«r  rtTfiving  any  pay  I  oumiot  nay  nnythiOK  to. 

From  yuur  ob<?ilit>iit  and  buiublu  urvaiit, 

John  Vak  Campkn. 

May  38.  1772.  ■ 
1    bellpvp  that   tbf  within  KiTvioKM  were  done  by  the  Wftrer, 
JauifS  Lognn. 

Okrrrt  Broadhkad. 
I  can  only  onrtity  thnt  JanieH  Ijognn  (whose  uocouut  apjcani 
wltliiii)  luis  bufii  erupluytN.  on  divers  oooasionB  \u  belialt  of 
this  province  hi  driving  oft  the  Nuw  Eiiglaud  and  other  lii< 
trudertt  on  the  I.aiidH  at  Wyoiiilng,  but  whether  he  han  been 
Katlitfled  [or  bi»  Nervlceti  I  know  not. 

IjKwib  Oordox. 

Jiin«  it,  1772. 
JaiiicH  IjoKaii  Halth  that  when  John  Tidd,  hlx  i^rvant,  wab 
taken  priwom-r  hy  ibi?  KiulerK,  tht^yalsorieized  aHornf,  tiaddle, 
Bridli-  and  Killed  Gun,  Lognu'ti  pruiMrty.  JaiiieN  Lawiun  and 
Al(>xaiidt'r  Patterson,  now  preHt>nt,  are  willing  to  niakt>  oath 
iif  thlH  matter,  although  It  in  not  nientlonetl  in  the  wiihiii 

Charlks  Btkwaht. 
June  9,  1772. 
Jnmen  Logan  applied  to  nie  to  certify  what  I  know  of  hlMWir. 
viceH  charged  in  the  within  account.  I  know  that  on  account 
(it  the  llrst  charge  he  received  hi  Jlovember.  1760,  from  Mr. 
•Tennhigs  and  \nf  in  full,— and  when  he  went  with  Mr.  Kecliliti 
iu  January,  1T71,  !»■  wiw  jiatd  In  full.  He  in  entitletl  to  Mx 
(loundit  [or  hbnself  and  Tidd,  for  liiH  8er\'ioe«  Septenilmr.  ITTI), 
to  be  imid,  if  not  alri'ftdy  i>ald  lilm,  by  Ainoti  Ogden.  In  ri-. 
gard  to  the  ;!d.  Jtli,  Sth,  Cth,  and  7lh  cliarg™  1  do  not  know 
<•[  h>  beini;  jmtd  any  money,  except  oin^e  by  Lfwls  Qoriloii, 
for  lidinii  to  II rs, Taylor,  1  know  further  that  he  was  v.-ry 
i«!Hve  in  a|i]irehending  the  Riotera  over  the  mountain.  au<l 
that  )>.-  hud  »r.  land  granted  Inni. 

CHAItLKrt  STKU-AHT. 


n.-  II'.,i'.Hn<l'l.  tl,. 

I'r:, 

nriH,in-.s: 

To  (Jaeiukt  Hw 

iA[>n: 

KAli.  IJr.  ITU'J. 

ToiidavHwiili'Jli. 

irsf- 

i.i.d -.-If  ("»  1-Js 

ToKdayf  withl  1. 

oi>.... 

I(i> 
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To  10  (lays  at  Wycjining,  10s. , £  5      0    0 

Tt)  my  servant,  58  days  at  Wioining,  of  which  was 

iiiiprisoued  30  days  by  the  Yaiikys,  ^  5d.,    .   .   .        14    10    0 
To  16  days  at  Beainys,  self  to  opiK>se  and  apprehend 

the  Hanover  men  and  Yankys,  (^  lOd., 8      0    0 

To  taking  and  bringing  down  two  prisoners,  ...  600 
To  casli  advanced  to  Thomas  Com  to  bear  his  Ex- 
penses,       5    0 

£  40      7    0 
Received  on  the  a)>ove  of  Lewis  Gordon, 

Esq. , £0    0    0 

Received  of  Captain  Amos  Ogden,  by  the 

iiands  of  John  Vancampen,  Esq. ,    ...      600 


ACTION  OF  THE  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  COURT. 


Amontj  the  Kecords  of  the  Court  of  General  Quarter  8eifSions  of 
the  Peace  and  Gaol.  Delimry,  held  at  Eastoii  in  and  for  the 
County  of  Northampton^  it  is  Contained,    June  Sessions,  1770. 

Northampton  County  Court: 

The  Grand  Inquest  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  for  the 
Bo<ly  of  the  County  of  Northampton,  upon  their  Oath  and 
solemn  affirmation  respectively,  do  present  that  Lazarus 
Stuart,  late  of  the  same  County,  yeoman;  John  Durkee,  late 
of  the  same  County,  yeoman;  and  John  Cochran,  late  of  the 
same  County,  yeoman,  and  divers  other  persons,  to  this  In- 
quest as  yet  unknown,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Ai)ri],  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy, 
at  Wyoming,  in  the  County  aforesaid,  did  unlawfully,  riotously 
and  routously  assemble  and  gather  together  to  disturb  the 
Peace  of  our  said  Lord  the  King,  and  so  being  then  and  there 
assembled  and  gathered  together  in  and  upon  one,  John  Mur- 
phy, in  the  peace  of  God  and  our  said  Lord  the  King,  then 
and  there  being  unlawfully,  riotously  and  routously,  did  make 
an  assault,  and  him,  the  said  John  Murphy,  unlawfully,  riot- 
ouslv  and  routouslv  did  beat,  wound  and  ill-treat  so  that  of 
his  life  it  was  greatly  despaired.  And  him  the  said  John  Mur- 
phy, then  and  there  with  force  and  arms  riotously,  routously 
and  unlawfully  against   the  will  of  him,  the  said  John  Mur- 
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Itliy,  niiii  BgiiinKt  tht*  LawKot  that  i>art  uf  Qreat  Britain  calloil 
Eiiclmiil,  and  (it  tliis  I'rovinci!  of  l*eiiii8ylvftitia,  witliuut  lui.v 
IfKul  Warraiit,  Authority  or  JuDtiflaMe  Oaiiiie,  did  iw|jriM>ii 
anil  detain  for  the  8(>a<M)  of  Sixteen  dayti,  niid  other  hariuit  to 
tliH  Hidil  John  Murphy,  then  and  there  did  tutliegrt^at  <lamaKi' 
of  the  said  Jolin  Murphy,  and  atjaniBt  the  i>e«Ke  of  our  (taid 
Ijfird  thu  Kint;,  liiu  Crown  and  Di|{uity.  And  tiiu  InqueHt 
aforeHuid,  upnn  their  Oathe  and  isolemu  aHlrmatlo'.m  aforesaid, 
du  further  present  that  the  iiaid  Laianiti  Stuart,  John  Dnrkee 
anil  John  Cochran  on  the  Niid  thirtieth  day  of  April,  in  tlii' 
yt-ar  aforesaid,  at  WyoininKi  afterward  in  the  County  iifori-- 
ttaid.  with  force  And  ariuii,  &u.,  in  and  upon  the  said  John  Mur- 
phy in  the  peAcu  u(  Owl  and  our  ttiid  Lord  the  Kinif,  then  and 
there  being  an  atvtault  did  make,  and  )iim,  the  said  John  Mur- 
pliy,  then  au<l  there  did  beat,  woun<l  and  evilly  treat  no  that 
of  hlalife  it  woii  greatly  deH)>aired.  and  him,  thenaid  John  Mur- 
phy, then  and  there  M<th  force  and  arniH  fnlhly,  unlawfully 
and  injurionnly,  and  aifalnst  the  will  of  tile  said  John  Murpliy, 
and  u|;ainHt  (he  Laws  of  that  part  of  tireat  l-tri  tain  called  Eng- 
land, and  of  thin  Provini!i)  of  PeunKylvania.  without  any  legal 
Warrant,  Authority  or  jnatitlable  CauHe,  did  iinpritton  nud 
detain  for  the  Hitace  of  Sixteen  days,  and  other  wrongs  to  thf 
waid  John  Murphy,  then  and  there  did  to  the  great  damage  of 
tile  Kaid  John  Murphy  and  against  thu  Peace  of  our  auid  Lord 
the  King,  hid  Crown  and  I>i«uity. 

AxnKKW  Allkx,  Attoi-nei/  Onieial. 

Tent*,  p.  Rege.  Am<w  Ogden,  Enq..  John  Murphy,  Charl.-» 
btewart,  Enu.,  Alexander  PutlerHon,  John  Vfck,  ThouiM 
(?raig.— Sworn,  I,.  Gordiui. 

Jidni  Durkeu  aptH-ars,  pleads  not  fluiltyanil  putH  hinixeK 
upon  the  County  and  the  Att'y  G-eiii'ral  Ulmililer,  vx.  procew. 

I,  William  Craig,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Qenerul  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peutte  and  Gaol  J>elivery  of  the  County  of 
Northampton,  in  the  Commonwealth  ol  Pennaylyania,  do 
hereby  Ortify  That  thp  fon-going  iH  truly  Oopieii  from  anori- 
giiiiil  Inilictiueni  reiniijning  of  Record  in  my  otllce. 

In  wiinens  whereof  I  liavii  herennui  set  my  Hand  and  ilie 
Si'al  of  till'  Niid  ('ourt  at  Eanton,  in  the  County  aforecaid,  llie 
llrst  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  iiud  nineiy-three. 

William  CnAiu. 

1,  Jneob  Rush,  Prpsiii.'nf  of  tli.-  Courts  of  Common  I'leas  of 
Qimrter  Messions  of  Ihe  i'eace  of  the  Circidt  consisting  of  thf 
(■-.iinliesof  llerks,  Xorlhaiiipion.  Luzerne  and  Northnniber- 
hiiid.  in  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby  Certify  That  the  Attestailen 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS,  617 

of  the  fore^ointf  Record  antl  Proceedinj^s  is  in  due  Form  and 
according  to  the  usual  mode  of  ejceinplifying  the  Records  of 
the  said  Courts  in  Nortliampton.  Witness  luj  Hand  this  12th 
day  of  April,  1703 

Jacob  Ritsh, 
Frtaidtut  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  District 


SUBSCRIPTION  OF  PHILADELPHA  CLAIMANTS.— 1775. 

Philadklphia,  October  9,  1775. 

Whkrkas,  It  is  necessary  to  assist  the  inhabitants  of  North- 
lunberland  and  Northampton  counties  in  protecting  their  pro- 
perty and  preserving  the  peace  of  those  counties:  We  hereby 
promise  to  pay  the  sums  annexeti  to  our  respective  names  for 
that  purpose  when  called  uj>on  by  tlie  treasurer  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  receive  the  s«ime,  or  any  other  |)erson  au- 
thorized by  the  said  committee. 

Turbutt  Francis, £50    John  an< I  Jesse  Lu kens,     .£20 

Ed.    and  Joseph   Shippen,    40     Robert  Morris, 25 

James  Tilghnum, 25    Samuel  Meredith,    ....     25 

Tench  Francis 25     Mattliias  Slough, 15 

Antlrew  Allen, 20    Charles  Stewart, HO 

John  Cox 20    Davitl  Shakespeare,     ...     12 

William  Smith "20    Owen  l«ildle 10 

Henry  Keppele,  junior,  .    .     20    William  Sitgreaves,    ...     10 

Jolm  Musser 10     Edward  Milnor 10 

Reuben  Haines, 50    Samuel  (rarrigues,    ....     10 

John  Vandenn,  .....     20    John  Maxwell  Nesbit,     .   .     20 

The  names  on  the  opj)osite  column  are  a  few  of  those  who 
have  subscrib?«l  in  Philadelphia.  The  committee  for  applying 
the  said  subst^ripti<»n  request  Jasper  Yeates,  Esq.,  Sebastian 
(^raaf,  Esq.,  Rev.  Thomas  Barton  and  Mr.  John  Witmore, 
junior,  to  solicit  ami  receive  subscriptions  for  the  above  pur- 
pose in  Lancaster  county. 

Signed  on  behalf  ot  the  committee  tliis  11  of  Nov.,  1775 

John  Lukkx*. 

Tkxch  Fuaxcis. 

William  Smith. 
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A  M8T  «)F  YANKEE  PRIBONER8-n74  (?; 


AHaLutliiiigioii. 

Ephraim  Anifl. 

tiloplifii  Piiblf  r. 

Rjchnn)  Wrookwny. 

.\jttt  Wore. 

Jiicob  Cook 

Tlinmas  Fish. 

Eleuziir  Nuwion. 

Pfiijgu  Downing' 

Silvester  Cherhrouk. 

Willimii  Cliurchlll. 

Jolm  Hliaw. 

Nlcliolas  Mamisl. 

John  ShulB. 

WilltHii.  ].ttimMi. 

EliJHli  Harrih. 

Hotwu  Yale. 

I(rhal)oil  Downing. 

I'riuwAiaeii. 

TlioimiB  Hwllock. 

Williaiii  KrlggK. 

Dovi.L  Marvin. 

K^ubui)  Venioii. 

Belli  Smith. 

William  (iiLllop. 

Timothy  Uavloril. 

Wniinin  Wuriier. 

St»I>lien  l.«e. 

Zfliiilun  Itiitlfi'. 

John  Klllaili. 

HilnH  Brown. 

Oliver  Smith. 

Aholinl  lliick. 

AHial  Athertou. 

HfiL-ry  White. 

Jami'N  Atherton. 

Thoi)ia«  Mcl.m'f. 

JoMliiia  Beiiuetl. 

HJUbx  Purkx. 

Suniiiel  Pelun. 

.liiiiit'H  Urnliniii. 

Roliurt  Fraier. 

Duvi.l  PhilHii". 

Elij-ih  Bnpk. 

Al>.-1  Yanhiiftmi. 

Obeiiiah  Gore. 

David  Kiii-kttt. 

l>mii.-l  Uore. 

Williniii  Deckt-r. 

EliasBoljliiw. 

Jncoli  Aiijili' till «**•■■ 

^'alhani<'l  Sahiinna 

OJeorKc  Kiiiter. 

J..hn  Wiinp«..». 

.IH....I.  AnkWi. 

Ge..rK..  Espy. 

John  lt.'V..lt. 

Rob,.|l  Vonng. 

Iii'iii-y  I'iiil.T. 

r.>(eiKi.ia. 

.IlK-ohFisllT. 

Silrti*  Uore. 

KolHTl  H..|.kinH. 

William  Leonanl. 

(■.miii.1  H.-.-<-k.-i. 

t>liv..i-  lluikee. 

John  H..>vr. 

J..lm  Wiley. 

tlt.'i.h.'iiTr»ic-'y. 

Asii  Whitliisev. 

].llkr<'HH.T. 

John  H0II..V. 

'n.o(.l.lsW..l>.w..rth. 

>-iH,..lHsPI,mi,« 

l)H,ii,.|  lloIl,.y. 

FHix   J)Llk.T. 

.In s  Hopkins. 

R..berl  Hnnl.-r. 
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Jonathan  Downing. 
Joseph  Moss. 
John  Delon^. 
Benjamin  Doruston. 
John  Janii8on. 
John  Mnrphey. 
Samuel  Store  v. 
James  Hopkins. 
Abel  Pearce. 
Thomas  Wolswortn. 
John  Folley. 
Preserved  Tavlor. 
Thomas  Bennett. 
Nathan  Beech. 
Thomas  Weeks. 
El)enezer  Fornum. 
James  Nisbet. 
James  Grames. 


Enos  Yale. 
William  Hollibord. 
Christoplier  Avery. 
Joseph  Gay  lord. 
Samuel  Averv. 
John  Gellam. 
Benjamin  Reynolds. 
Asa  Lvons. 
John  Franklin. 
Samuel  Hodkiss. 
Cornelius  Vincent. 
John  Ewing. 
Thomas  Heath. 
James  Hedsel. 
Jonathan  Weeks. 
Ruben  Jones. 
Henry  Windecker. 
Ebenezer  Hubbard. 


A  List  of  Prisoners  taken  before  the  Fort. 


Jonathan  Carring. 
Solomon  Johnson. 
Jabish  Fish. 
Conrail  Beker. 
Uria  Marvin. 
Daniel  Marvin. 
Jesse  Kinney. 
Robert  Rotb. 
Elias  Williams. 
John  Kesler. 
Zopher  Williams. 
Aaron  Clawson. 


Pershall  Terry. 
Gideon  Pel  ton. 
Daniel  Hains. 
Rusal  Franklin. 
Samuel  Marvin. 
Andrew  Sypher. 
Peter  Walker. 
Daniel  Angel. 
Ebenezer  St  arm. 
Ezra  Be  well. 
Jolin  Doranie. 
Moses  Ward. 


THE  WYOMING  EXPEDITION -ITT.-,. 


At  the  request  of  Williaui  Mackey,  Michael  Troy  and  Doc. 
Panket,  that  carried  on  the  Ex]>edition.  William  Mackey  de- 
livered on  the  13th  day  of  Decemln^r,  177.5,  to  the  under  named 
Gentlemen : 
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Mooilv,     ;l    yda. 

31  yds. 

Allinon,  IH  y<l8. 

Lee,  44  yda. 


^  yds.  Broailclotli,  iSs.      i>.  yd.,  . 


The  ftbove   kochIh 
Wayuuiati  Hxpediliu 


»  lifted  tiiT  Lf^Kiii"  f"'  'he  Trooim  on  the 


Nathan  dbsison  tuthe  committee  at  easton. 


WKSTMOKKr.AND,  JailUal!/ 0,  1777. 
Gra'TLKMKN  :  The  Bparerp  htreof  are  Pftrt  of  a  Large  Moiiy 
(if  Indians  bttloiigitig  (o  the  Six  rtnliima,  who  liave  expressed 
their  friendship  for  the  Uniit^d  SinteH  of  AinuricA  at  n  Coiin- 
Hl  held  in  thiu  Pliici;  thin  day.  They  bIko  Inform  iih  th<*y  are 
iijHiii  n  .Tourney  to  PhiWleljihin  to  si>eak  with  the  Cougretiit 
(If  rettirneil):  Otht-rwnyx  intend  to  Ktw  f^otieral  WaHhinKtun. 
Tlioy  have  Denired  us  to  write  to  you  and  Iteg  tlidt  they  may 
lie  Pointed  to  Places  to  Exonpe  the  eniall-iiox  and  otiier  Pet-ti- 
ientiid  DioOrderw  (if  such  tliere  he  amonf;  yon).  Tliiw  in  wrote 
U|)on  tlicir  Particular  T>esir.'  to  give  yon  InfonuHtion  of  tile 
atiproocl)  of  chu  Body  of  Indiun»<,  whic.li  (lonHisti*  of  about  two 
Hnndrod  Men,  Women  nnd  niiil<lren  :  and  they  further  desired 
s  to  reqnent  of  yon  Your  Intlnenne  tliat  their  Proposed  tr< 


ini|{lit  lie  i»t  Eautown, 
of  the  DiHOrderK,  Jtfi. , 
hnt  yon  will  Pay  dn.- 
when  their  favonrw   w 


\V..  U. 


Uleuve.  fi.-ntl.-ni,.i 
■ry  Humhlt.  Servm 


f  it  1>e  Poi^Mhle  at  this  time,  for  fear 
nx'ntioned  ns  a)K>ve.  W»  Doubt  not 
vttention  to  tliese  Poople  at  this  fin. o, 
II  )>.'  more  Elii^ihle  than  thi>ir  ProwiiH- 
.■11.  to  SnlMMTlhe  (>nrselve.s  yonr  frieii.is 

Nathan  Dkmson, 
William  Jmo, 

f'HItlSTOPHKK  AVKBV, 


in,  \Vepitniorelan<i,  Jaiiuiiry 
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BEFORE  THE  COURT  AT  TRENTON. 


The  notes  of  Arguments  by  Counsel  and  the  Decree. 


[Unfortunatley  the  "notes'*  are  unsatisfactory,  but  It  is  all 
that  we  have  concerning  this  impo.tant  arbitration,  for  such 
it  really  was,  the  first  under  the  new  order  of  thin^;^  in  the 
Federal  Union.  Messrs.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Jesse  Root  and  Wil- 
liam S.  Johnson  appeared  for  Connecticut ;  while  Pennsylvania 
was  ably  represented  by  Messrs.  James  Wilson,  Joseph  Reed, 
Jonathan  D.  Sergeant  and  William  Bradford.] 

ITie  Brief  of  Mr.  Root 

10th  December,  1782. 

By  every  principle  of  Law,  Justice  and  policy  you  ought  to 
decide  in  favour  of  (Jonnt. 

The  Crown  Title  ought  to  be  secure  against  the  Crown. 

Urged  to  a  trial  when  C.  labours  under  many  disadvantages 
for  want  of  Paj^ers. 

Charged  with  seking  delay. 

The  justice  of  our  Cause  inspires  us  with  Confidence : 

1st.   Consider  the  Conn't  Title— Good  : 

2.   Penn's  Title  void  in  itself. 

Property  belongs  to  the  first  discoverer,  because  he  provi- 
dentiallv  stumbled  uuon  it. 

When  a  Nation  discovers  a  Vacant  Country  they  have  a  Right 
to  it. 

2  Bla.  8  Indians  have  no  property  in  lands  only  as  far  as 
he  uses  it ;  that  is  Hunting,  though  when  h^  rtells  it  is  no  more 
than  use  he  applies  it  to. 

Ind's  have  no  permanent  property  in  lands,  if  otherwise  it 
wouhl  Violate  the  Great  Command,  he  fniitfnll^  &c. 

The  (t rants  of  the  Crown  binding  on  the  Crown. 

The  use  of  those  Grants  are  for  the  People  &  not  an  Ind. 

4  Bac.  211.     The  Grants  the  Crrtwn  made: 

1st.     That  to  the  (^'ouncil  of  Plvmouth.  1020. 

2.  Conveyance  fom  the  Council  of  P. —but  noOrig'l  papers. 
G.  W. 

3.  To  liord  Say  &  Seal,  under  this  patent  the  people  of  Ct. 
Settle  in  1035. 
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Ptfntotht  King.  In  the  petition  of  the  Genl  Court  at 
Hartford  express  mention  ix  wade  of  tills  [mteot. 

Patent  of  1602. 

4.  Bao.  213.  A  riolatlouof  Ihoae  Chartere  tlrsl  began  llie  pre- 
sent controverBy. 


The  "Brief"  o/  Jamtf,  Wilson. 

13(1)  December,  1783. 
Whether  C.  has  or  has  not  u  ri({ht  to  thoae  tands? 
Prove  iihe  hax  not  : 

1.  Her  Charter  never  extended  westw'd  of  N.  V. 
'i.  If  it  ever  did  she  has  long  Hince  lost  that  right. 
Ist.  From  faiits  before  the  Charter,  facta  at  the  time  &  faotK 

3  8100—20.1.  <leflnn  of  a  Peed. 

3d  To  consider  the  Claims  of  both  sides  derived  under  the 
IndlHiis 

4.  To  HtigKest  the  Advantages  or  Incoiiv's  that  are  likely  lo 
tlow  from  the  Decision  of  this  Court. 

1  Bac  ;  67,  defin'n  of  an  agreument— a  <toncurr«iii^H  of  the 
seiktinients  of  the  parties. 

Vattel,  2d  Book,  Sec  lOT,  pg.  2l«,  geul  Rule  of  Interprata- 
tlon. 

3  Hutch  :  30*.  What  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  wh^n 
the  Soil  or  Jiirituliction  wax  granted? 

Sins:  N:  L:  307—9.  Interpretationof  intentionund  niodeot 
collecting  it. 

333-344  rtrot:  Puff. 

1  BUM! :  59-62.  Deeds  shall  he  noustnie.l  neconling  to  the  Ja- 
tention  of  the  parties 

Calyes  0  p't.,  04  B.  Finches  Case  Rule  for  the  Construction 
of  Deeds.  —Nothing  Is  more  consonant  to  Justice  than  to  estali- 
linh  the  Will  of  the  Donor  who  makes  the  Grant, 

2Bac:  601, Hohert  329.3  Blae.snine.   The  Intention  to  (iovern. 

Vattel    Boo:  3,  Sec.  206;  Treaties  t.i    \m   explained    by  eaeh 

a  Ista  L.  N.  334—5,  same  subject— 331. 

The  Powar  of  Explaining  the  old  charters  in  Am'a  according 
to  equity  &  Intention  wfis  Vested  in  tiie  Grown  now  in  the 
Uniied  St<iles. 

Vattel  B.  3d  See.,  2H2-Me.-  2ft7.  Tiie  Spirit  &  intention  of 
the  Cliarteri.  is  thi-  end  they  had  in  View. 

Grc.t.  3iW.  i'uff  .'i41 

Vriit..l  3  P.,  Sec.  3!i2-;l. 
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2   In8't,  L.  N.  :33«J,  (*ro.  300,  Puff  547 545  the    Inteutiou; 

sometimes  we  restrain  V  sometimes  enlarge  the  meaning. — 
Remarkable,  we  have  oftener  reason  to  restrain  then  to  en- 
large. 

550  Arguments  drawn  from  conveniencys  have  a  }>articu- 

lar  weight  in  the  Law. 

When  we  wouhi  decide  on  a  man's  conduct  we  ought  to 
place  ourselves  in  his  situation. 

Woulti  we  wish  to  real  a  i>oet  with  pleasure  we  must  trans- 
lK>rt  our  ideas  to  the  place  ami  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

Woulil  we  judge  of  Charters  we  must  not  apply  to  the  correct 
maps  of  the  present  Day,  but  the  vague  &  uncertain  knowledge 
the  makers  had  of  N.  America. 

H  :  y  to  Cabot  is  Gen'l  &  can  throw  no  light  on  the  subject , 
only  to  disco:    i^ueen  E. 

Stith.  His:  V:  -1—4  Ap'x— 1  2-3*  ♦The  first  »K>nded  patent 
in  America. 

The  two  Colonies  had  se^mrate  Seals  &  the  Co.  y  in  Englaml 
ha<l  the  King's  own  Seal  for  the  Colony. 

E:.ch  colony  confined  to  100  miles  square. 

Stith. 76-7,  discovery  of  the  Country  of  the  Maniham,  then 

supi>o8ed  to  lye  on  the  coast  of  the  South  Sea. 

Stith.  101.  New  Charters  23^/  JJaij,  160«,  copy  in  the  Apx. 
golden  South  Sea  dream. 

4  Purchers,  1786,  The  King's  box. 

1822  3. 

Pamp: 

yo.  261.  Twelve  years  before  the  (' :  Charter,  a  J/ap  shewuig 
the  Sontft  Sea. 

4  Purch  :  1870.   South  Sea  believe<l  to  be  near  at  hand. 

Those  who  grantetl  and  those  who  applied  for  those  i>ateu1s 
di<l  not  know  the  extent  of  the  Country. 

We  are  to  determine  acc<irding  to  what  the  Grantor  and 
Grantees  thought  at  that  time  and  not  acx;ordg  to  what  we 
know  now. 

Plymouth  \mX.  of  1620:  The  Reason  assigned  in  the  preamble 
is  he  had  enlarged  the  other. 


The   'Brief  '  of  Dr.  Johnson. 

Indian  title  is  vague  &  uncertain.     Show  no  title  Valid   but 
the  I'rown  Title. 

The  question    is  a  question   of    Right,  &  Right  &  Title  are 
**ynonymous  in  this  (Question. 

Every  Title  must  be  established  according  to  the  I^ws  of  the 
Count  r\ . 
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The  Uenerul  Lawa  of  America  must  he  the  Grouiul  on  which 
thU  question  1h  to  be  ilecideiJ. 

Tlie  Lhw  us  it  stood  at  theTiiiie  ottheacquiHitioii  is  liiuding. 

The  Feudal  system  was  the  Law  of  all  the  Nations  ia  Euru|N) 
at  the  Time  of  the  DiHoovery  of  America. 

Tlie  Froncli,  Hpuiiixh  ii  Portiigeeit  adopted  the  erroiieouH 
syHtem  uf  Conquest. 

The  EuKlieh  &  Dutch  the  more  human  system  of  Humanity. 

The  Indian  Title  is  Buhordlnate  to  the  Crown  Title  and  can 
never  be  set  up  against  it. 

Indian  (illei*  uncertAin  and  cannot  be  <le{>ende<l  on. 

Win  not  depreciate  Indian  titli^. 

Cultivation  is  the  Regular  mode  of  Appropriation. 

Indians  never  Cultivate. 

Property  grows  up  with  Clviliiation  and  cannot  Iw  acquired 
without  it. 

Pui-chases  from  the  Indians  were  no  more  than  the  purchas- 
ing of  peace  anil  quietness. 

D  Hutch:  80  Vattel,  !iT;  Bee.  81,  01.      Indians  no  proprietors. 

Elli:  T.>wer  Bill  Opinion.  Christians  have  a  Right  to  talic 
)>arl>arians'  Innd. 

All  the  IigeislatorB  in  Americii  ha vi? adopted  ti>ese  principles. 

It  is  the  law  of  Amerli^a  and  niuKt  be  binding  on  America. 

Tl)e  Court  cannot  vary  from  them. 

When  (Ills  Rule  Is  a<lopted  and  projierly  depending  on  it, 
it  oiii;ht  not  to  be  shaken. 

Dn  this  principle  we  must  Ktanil,  that  whoever  can  udducea 
Charter  Title  require  no  more. 

Vattcl  2,  B.  216,  264.  The  Reason  of  the  Grant  is  the  Ground 
of  the    Grant,  though   the  Reason    ceasies.  yet  the  Grant  c<in- 

.'>  Bac :  52.',.  There  i><  a  Legal  Title  and  an  Equital>le  Title. 

The  Discovery  and  Charter  from  Chaii.  the  3d. 

The  Plymouth  Charter  and  all  under  it  are  only  explanatory. 

We  do  not  use  them  for  any  other  purixwje.  This  we  told 
them  Early. 

Cabot's  Diiicovery— King  took  the  Homage  of  the  Natives. 

In  llie  Reign  of  Hen  :  8  some  of  the  Natives  did  Homage  tii 
him  Hiting  on  his  throne. 

The  Titlf  of  Discovery  ii>  the  principle  liy  which  all  the  >'a- 
tionn  of  EniT5|»'  hold  their  )Hl^>!leHnions  &  Ratifved  by  all  their 
Tri-atyi'. 

James  Isr  began  In  IfWMJ  to  make  grams  or  rather  Lii^eurm. 

Th.'  Paieuis  K.  Virh-iniu  from  Sen  lo  S.-a  in  the  Bouth  ;  and 
to  Willi  hrop  in  the  North  are  the  founiliuion.s  oi  the  Ameri- 
can si-lllemenls. 
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Purch:  The  Extent  of  America  was  as  well  known  at  that 
Day  as  at  this.  The  Surrender  of  the  Plymouth  Charter  men- 
tions 3000  miles  to  the  South  Sea. 

Patents  have  been  Vacated  frequently,  as  they  were  of  ten 
given  to  favourites,  &  policy  induced  the  Judges  to  Vacate 
them. 

4  Bac:  210,  211.  Reasons  for  Vacating  Grants. 

1  Hutch  :  34.  Plague  among  the  Indians. 

We  only  mention  these  Patents  as  Historical  facts  whicli 
Comprise  our  Equitabie  Title. 

A  part  of  Narragansett  River  had  1>een  granted  to  Massa- 
chusetts tlie  Year  before. 

The  patentees  were  the  Associates  of  Lord  Say  and  Sea),  &c. 

1  Hutch  :  47. 

Conn't  Charter,  Chas.  2d  granted  it  for  Valuable  considera- 
tion. 

The  Colony  is  the  People. 

The  property  is  one  thing. 

The  property  of  the  Colony  another. 

The  people  another. 

And  the  property  of  the  People  a  fourth- 

The  property  of  the  Colony  is  from  the  Beginning. 

The  Jurisdiction  of  the  Governmeni  extends  with  the  Settle- 
ments. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  Colony  was  purchased  of  the  Natives ; 
can  mean  nothing  more  than  the  actual  settlem'ts. 

Char's  was  liberal  at  the  moment  of  granting  the  patent. 

The  South  bound  of  this  i)atent  is  the  Sea,  whence  it  cannot 
be  that  Massch't  line  is  the  South  bounds. 

On  considering  the  location  the  Dutch  are  to  be  left  out  of 
the  Question. 

There  is  no  doubt,  though  Ingenuity  has  suggested  many. 

It  is  a  great  grants  but  it  was  a  Royal  one. 

There  is  a  double  construction  to  every  human  grant. 

If  New  Haven  would  not  see  that  they  were  included  in  the 
Patent  this  Court  will  not  shut  their  eyes;  its  absurd. 

The  Charter  could  only  incorjwrate  the  Colony  of  Conn't  & 
N.  Haven  was  not  within  their  Jurisdiction. 

Wh'en  the  Commissioners  came  out  with  Destructive  powers 
then  they  came  into  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  passing  of  a  patent  is  an  Act  of  ownership ;  it  was  a  wise 
act  to  secure  the  property. 

The  Possession  of  the  Dutch  is  the  only  objection  to  be  en- 
countered. 

They  were  in  under  a  title  of  then*  own  or  cks  tenants  of  the 

40-VoL.  XVIII. 
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Crowu  nt  EnglaD<1  or  us  intradere — the  last  appeam  to  h#  the 

4Bac:  21%  It  wax  thi^  Spirit  of  th«  patent  to  eioept  the 
Dutch  powwBsioDs. 

861.  ExainlDe  whether  Conn't  has  direeted  herseir  of  this 
property. 

It  requirex  uM  Htrongevidenoe  to  iliveet  as  it  does  to  luveni 
property. 

The  settlement  in  1060  oan  have  no  effect  aa  it  watt  befoTf 
Coiin't  was  sullioieiitly  iiiveeted  with  the  property. 

t  Blan :  484.  The  Hettleinent  in  1664  was  m  reasomptlon  by  the 
Crown  and  contrary  to  luw.  Vide  ISth,  Cha«.  iHt.  Vide  their 
anbw.,  Acts  of  Aesenibly  to  1TS3. 

Ohar'l.  in  1S64  had  ioet  the  good  Nature  hf  was  iMwesied  ot 
in  16dU. 

The  Bettilng  jarladlotion  was  the  object  of  the  Commiaeion. 

Ist.  All  ag^reemeuts  iwe  to  l>e  constraed  aooordiag  to  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  at^reemeut. 

3.  They  can  only  affect  the  parties  to  the  agreement. 

Nut  an  idea  In  the  agreement  that  oouid  affect  Conn't. 

Vide  ngreement  in  1688,  but  it  ought  to  be  oonstrued  iiiriotly, 
then  it  only  relates  to  N  :  York  &  Con't. 

A  Silence  for  a  Century. 

Queries  by  the  hoard  of  Trade  &  prop'rs  of  Penns'a. 

1st.  State  the  facts  &  then  meet  the  objection. 


Tl>e  "  }irh.f"  <>f  Mr.  HfTgeant. 

Right  of  dlHcovery. 

Kins  James  could  not  ditny  ihc  Kiglii  of  the  Dutch,  though 
lie  wished  to  abridge  it. 

And  reservts  out  of  the  I'lyiiniutli  Patent  only  what  the 
Dutch  nctuBlly  iiossewsed. 

Who  had  the  best  right  to  the  liuidM  In  Dispute,  the  oldest 
and  nearest  Settlers  to  those  iBiidi"  or  the  most  remote  and 
junior  settlements. 

If  the  King  hail  divested  himself  of  the  Jurisdiction  over  the 
lands  mentioned  In  the  Charter  of  C:  *hy  do  the  SusqaCoy 
apply  and  the  C:  Assembly  recommend  them  to  the  Crown  for 
a  New  Orant? 

When  one  given  anything  It  Ih  ti)  Iw  presumed  it  was  hia  own, 
lit  least  he  wiiihes  tt  to  Iw  thought  so.  though  the  preeumptioo 
is  nut  always  the  truth.  So  it  if  with  resi)pct  to  those  large 
gnuiTN.toriioother  purpose  than  to  create  a  Title  to  the  Crown. 

I.  Hutch :  4y. 
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^317-268.  Alowe<l  on  all  hands  that  the  Council  of  Plymouth 
had  DO  Right  to  convey  the  Right  of  Jurisdiction. 

I  Day— 113. 

As  to  Jurisdiction  the  Council  of  Plym  :  were  trust'Oes ;  with 
regard  to  the  soil  the  same. 

10  Cohn,  110,  HI,  112.  A  false  suggestion  or  recital  of  a  false 
consideration  in  a  patent  Vitiates  the  Whole. 

1  &  4  Cohn. 
8Blac.  347-8. 

Indian  Treaty  at  Lancaster  in  1744. 

2  Vol.  Harrises,  V's  247.     4  Purch :  1873 :  The  King,  notwith- 
standing the  Plymouth  grant,  granted  some  of  the  lands  com- 
prised within  that  Patent  to  others. 

1  J.  Cong  :  33.  The  Act  of  Parliament  of  England  extending 
the  Bounds  of  Canada  is  frequently  mentioned  by  Congress 
as  a  grievance,  but  never  once  mentioned  by  C :  as  infringing 
on  the  Bounds  of  their  Charter,  which  it  certainly  did  if  their 
Claim  to  the  disputed  landb  Is  Just. 

53-4.  The  Northerly  &  Westerly  boundaries  of  their  Colonies. 

69 Same  Pet'n  to  the  King. 

1  J  :  Cong.  153,  2d.  Addresses  to  the  People  of  Britain. 

All  the  Western  Lands  late  in  the  Crown  of  England  are  now 
the  Joint  property  of  the  United  States. 

They  have  no  grant  under  the  Plymouth  Charter— no  gen- 
eral proofs  can  prove  more  than  general  facts. 

To  particular  facts  particular  proof  must  be  made.— To  prove 
a  Deed  the  Dee<l  must  be  protluced,  if  not  lost  or  destroye<l 
by  accident  then  a  Copy  must  be  produced. 

N.  Haven  :  State  of  the  Case. 

Charles  the  Ist  never  signed  the  patent  nor  had  C :  any  until 
Mr.  Winthrop  obtained  it  in  1063. 

No  patent  to  Lord  Say  &  Seal,  &c. 

No  grant  from  them  to  the  people  of  C't. 

2  V :  C.  Rec.  a37.  Decree. 
250.   Reaisons. 

26.5.     Do. 

Her  rights  must  have  arisen  from  her  settlements ;  her  con- 
quests or  her  purchases  from  the  Indians. 

The  purchase  made  from  the  Indians  on  Delaware  were  made 
by  the  people  of  N.  Haven,  then  a  separate  Gov't  from  Con't. 

They  were  made  by  people  who  then  deny'd  the  Charter  of 
Con't  &  all  the  Authority  it  would  give. 

2  V:  C  :  Rec.  14.  N.  Haven  Colony  sent  men  to  purchase  from 
the  Indians  at  Delawar  bay,  but  expressly  forbid  to  medle 
with  any  thing  the  Dutch  or  Sweads  had  a  Right  to. 
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Why  produce  the  Indian  puroh.  in  Delaware  State  if  not  to 
keep  up  the  Idea  of  their  Claim  tn  tliat  State. 

Do.  37.   Why  make  them  now  If  thin  is  not  their  Idea. 

Let  ue  diBoover  their  limits. 

Do.  78-4  TheDutchaeolare  theyhaveaRislittoCon'tRlver 
and  that  they  parchaited  of  the  Natives  long  before  the  Eng- 
HmIi  nettled  there. 

aN.  C.  Rec.  280.  By  liberty  of  the  >" :  C  :  Con "t  were  per- 
mitted to  take  two  Town"  on  Lonif  iHlaiid  into  their  Protec- 
tion. 

1663.  The  recitals  In  the  Charter  will  shew  us  what  waK  axked 
and  what  woe  Intended  to  be  KranttHJ,  viz.  : 

"The  greatest  i>art  was  purchased  at  a  great  exjvence  and 
some  parts  conquered." 

if  tlie  Gov't  of  Boston  was  too  remote  for  Con 't,  can  a  Coun- 
try 1000  miles  distant  be  more  convenient  for  the  Gov't  at  Han- 
ford. 

848.  KIng'H  letter  to  the  Gov't  of  N.  Haven.  Conn' t,  4c., 
dated  after  the  Granting  of  C't  Charter. 

2lHt  June,  1063.  which  nhowti  the  Crown  had  no  intention  of 
involving  N:  H  In  the  C't  Charter. 

867,  380.  The  anion  of  N :  H.  to  be  interprete.l  as  their  own 
Gonsesslon  and  not  otherwise. 

That  Con't  could  not  extend  farther  Westward  than  N  :  H. 

Instructions,  1683,  10th  &  18th.  (Jueries  in  1680, 

Queries  tn  1780.  Oflicial  DeolaratiouH  Con't  to  the  Crown  in 
1774.  She  changed  her  note,  well  knowing  her  former  Decla- 
rations were  repugnant  to  her  claim. 

Con't  Acts  of  AsNHmlily  110-111.  To  settle  &  disiKWie  of  all 
the  Vacant  lands  in  the  Colony. 

360.   County  of  Litchfield  Act.     Their  Western  line. 

Conn'ts  frequent  settlement*!  of  Boundaries  have  long  KJnce 
barred  her  right,  if  it  ever  existed. 

In  Ifl-TO  Dutch  Setthmetit  of  LhnilU  If  it  ne\er  was  ratified 
the  words  of  the  argument  are  UimllnK. 

18.16,  Riitilied  liy  the  Dutch. 

1064,  1731-3.   1003-4. 

Tmlinns  the  trne  proprietors  of  the  Soil. 

The  first  settlers  under  the  Plymouth  Charter  were  Relieved 
from  Famine  bv  the  Corn  pnrehM  from  the  Indians. 

Hntih.  I.VIO.  Cildftt  33-4.  Dnt<-h  .-"ttle  In  lOOl)  and  .)  SatioTij- 
Indiana  kiiully  treated  by  the  Dutch. 

Polk'v  or  the  Division. 
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The  ''Brief'  of  General  Reed, 

The  Title  of  Penns'a  stands  on  the  clearest  gronnd  abstracted 
from  that  of  Connec't. 

Our  Title  consists  of  both  the  Crown  and  the  Indian  title. 

That  all  titles  should  be  derived  from  the  Crown  is  the  law 
ot  Britain  and  only  applicable  to  Britain. 

3  Hutch.   30. 


llie  Decree  of  the  Court. 

This  Cause  has  been  well  argued  by  the  Learned  Council  on 
l)oth  sides. 

The  Court  are  now  to  pronounce  their  Sentence  or  Judg- 
ment. 

We  are  unanimously  of  Opinion  that  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut has  no  right  to  the  Lands  in  Controversy. — 

We  are  also  unanimously  of  Opinion  that  the  Jurisdiction 
and  Preemption  of  all  the  Territory  lying  within  the  Charter 
boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  now  claimed  by  the  State  of 
Connecticut  do  of  Right  belong  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.— 

Wm.  Whipple. 
V/klcomk  Arnold. 
Dav'd  Brbarlt. 
Cyrus  Griffin. 
Wm.  C.  Houston. 

Trenton.  30th  Deer,  1782. 


THK    TRENTON    COMMISSIONERS   TO    PRESIDENT 

DICKINSON. 


Trenton,  ZUt  December,  1782. 

Sir  :  We  take  the  lil>erty  to  address  your  Excellency,  as  pri- 
vatt*  citizens,  lately  honored  with  a  commission  to  hear  and  de- 
termine the  controversy  between  the  States  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Connecticut,  relative  to  a  dispute  of  territory.  In  the 
course  of  executing  this  commission,  we  have  found  that  many 
persons  are,  or  lately  have  been,  settled  on  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion. Their  individual  claims  could,  in  no  instance,  come  be- 
fore us,  not  being  in  the  line  of  our  appointment.  We  beg 
leave  to  declare  to  your  Excellency,  that  we   think  the  situa- 
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tion  of  theu  peoplt*  well  dt»serveB  thu  noticu  of  goverument. 
Thti  iliHpute  has  long  BulMiHtei).  It  may  baro  produced  lieatit 
tttid  auliDoeitleti  anions  thoHu  living  on  or  near  the  country  in 
contest,  and  some  imprudeikcSH  may  take  jtlace,  tiud  draw  aflt-r 
them  tlie  luoBt  unfavorablu  ooiisequF-noiiH. 

With  (ill  deferoncB,  thurelore,  we  would  suggest  to  your  El- 
c.eDenoy  and  council,  whether  it  would  not  L>e  beer  to  adopt 
dome  reason  at)  It]  measures  to  prevent  any,  the  leant,  disordur 
or  misunderstanding  among  tltem,  and  to  continue  things  in 
the  present  peaceable  ixxjture  until  proper  steps  can  be  taken 
to  decide  the  ooutroveray  resjtectlng  the  private  right  of  doil  In 
tile  mode  preBoril>e<l  by  the  confederation.  We  doubt  not 
an  early  proclamation  from  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania 
would  Iiave  all  necessary  itood  effects,  and  we  tee)  ourselves 
happy  in  the  fulluHt  conflilence  ttiat  every  means  will  lie 
adopted  or  aoquiesced  in  by  the  State  to  render  the  settle- 
ment of  this  dispute  complete  and  satisfactory,  as  far  as  may 
be,  to  all  concemeil. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  ifreat  res|>ect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient. 

And  humble  sen-anlx, 
Wm.  Whipplk. 
Wku;omr  ARKoLn. 
W.  C.  HousTox, 
David  Brkarlv." 
President  DicKIHSOSi. 


JAMES  tilghma:;  to  the  attorney  general. 

November  11,  1T82. 
Slit :  The  CommiSfiiiMiers  appointed  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vaniiv  to  (Contest  tin-  ilisjuite  concerning  th<'  Boundary  of  thiw 
Stiiti-  with  Connecticut,  liavhig  thought  the  Indian  DerdM 
made  to  the  proprietors  of  the  province  would  al)8olutely  be 
nefle»»ary,  the  Suprenii^  Execntlve  Council  sent  tor  me  to  en- 
■inirf  if  tliey  had  l>een  delivered  to  ine,  to  which  I  Iiad  to  reply 
in  the  negative,  ami  beinu  nnkeil  if  1  knew  in  whose  iK>i«<e>>8ion 
they  weri',  I  nnnwered  I  thmiBht  in  Mr.  Penn's;  upon  which  an 
order  of  ( 'ouncil  wtiH  niiidx.  Hint  1  should  apply  for  nn<l  reoeivn 
till'  !>iinit'  frcHii  him.  Iiiit  u)Hin  my  giving  application  tn  him  he 
ileclnrcd   he  Imtl  them   not.  neither  did  he  know  where  they 
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were,  except  you  or  Mr.  Physiok  had  them.  Mr.  Physick  says 
he  kDows  not  wh^re  they  are.  Mr.  Penn,  upon  considering 
that  his  own  interest  as  well  as  the  public  is  concerned,  seems 
desirous  that  the  Deeds  should  be  produced  at  the  Tryal,  which 
is  to  begin  this  week  at  Trenton,  and  judges  that  you  have 
them  or  know  where  they  may  be  found. 

I  remember  upon  a  certain  occasion  when  you  and  I  were 
in  your  room  where  the  chests  of  the  Land  Office  were  put, 
tiiat  you  missed  the  Trunk  conta.ining  the  Indian  Deeds,  but 
in  a  few  days  afterward  told  me  that  you  had  found  the  Trunk, 
and  I  think  said  they  were  at  Mr.  Penn's. 

As  there  are  several  papers  of  the  Land  Office  put  with  your 
private  papers  which  remained  in  your  house  at  the  time  your 
Son  delivered  me  the  chests,  as  mentioned  in  your  letter  at 
that  time,  if  you  possibly  can  come  up  and  Separate  them  it 
will  be  to  the  advantage  of  Several  people  whose  claims  and 
titles  depend  on  some  of  tho^e  papers.  But  I  do  most  earnestly 
request  that  the  Indian  Deeds  be  delivered,  as  they  must  at  all 
events  be  had  upon  the  Tryal,  and  I  believe  Mr.  Penn  desires 
they  may  be  delivered  at  this  time  and  put  on  Record,  after 
which  it  may  be  easily  settled  in  whose  possession  the  originals 
should  remain. 

I  should  not  now  have  troubled  you  on  this  occasion,  having 
heard  of  your  trouble,  but  from  the  great  urgency  and  nec- 
essity of  the  matter, 

Your  Comi>liance  will  oblige  all  concerned  as  well  as 
Your  most  ol^edient  Servant, 

James  Tilghman. 


JUDGE  GRIFFIN  TO  PRESIDENT  DICKINSON. 


Trenton,  January  1,  1783. 

Sir  :  Being  upon  a  tour  of  duty  in  the  line  of  my  office,  1 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  reading  your  letter  until  yesterday. 

Before  the  commissioners  determined  that  important  contest 
l>etween  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  it  was  agreed  : 

Ist.  That  the  reasons  for  the  determination  should  never  >)e 
given. 

3<1.  That  the  minority  should  concede  the  determination  as 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  court. 

No  doubt  sufficient  reasons  appeared  to  us  to  adopt  these 
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prttlliulnAry  (lolntD.  Wliether  Mrictly  Jiiatiflablf,  or  at  present 
woiilil  litt  Adopted,  I  will  nut  tinilertake  to  say.  Perhaps  n 
different  ooiinw  might  he  pursued ;  but  this  I  will  undertake 
to  any,  that  110  ooiirt  <>ver  met  and  decided  a  great  qiiestion 
U-BH  Hiihjtwt  to  t>artiallty  or  corruption,  or  in  which  luore  can- 
dor and  freedom  of  debate  were  eieroised. 

Ah  you  Neiim  to  eupfioMe,  1  do  not  icnow  in  wliat  manner  tin- 
JiirlMltntlon  might  lie  oonHldered  If  tried  again,  and  especially 
Hinc(>  A  ninnl>er  o(  important  dii^overleo  have  been  made,  and 
H  miu<H  of  evidence  can  now  be  produced  which  wai  not  known 
nt  thiit  tinio.  Itnt  I  caaiVBtireyou,  Hir.  that  the  oomndft'ioaer!! 
were  luianlmouitly  of  opinion  that  the  private  right  of  »n\\ 
Hhonld  not  be  affeote*)  by  the  deciitloa.  The  decision  was  not 
to  reach  the  qneMtion  ot  projierty  In  the  soil. 

Wo  rtHiimimend  very  strongly,  derived  from  legal  anil  jiollti- 
rnl  gronnds,  that  the  settlers  should  be  quieted  in  all  their 
claims,  by  an  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Aseembly ;  and  that  the 
right  of  soil,  if  I  recollect  truly,  as  deriveil  from  Conuecticut. 
should  Im  held  saereil.  Such,  however,  I  am  certain,  was  the 
(>l>tnk)u  of  the  Individuals  who  oom)ioi'ed  that  c^mrt. 
I  have  the  honor  to  Ive 

Yotir  hnnilile  servant, 

CYBUa  (4RIKFIX, 

To  President  l>lfKl.\sox. 


A  Privlamatiox. 
WllKUKAS.  Tlie  I'oiirl  of  Commissioners,  constitnteil  aud 
declared  liy  the  fuitt'd  Stntos,  in  Congress  assemlded.  to  hear 
and  llnally  iiet.>riiiine  the  controversy  U-tween  this  State  niiii 
the  Mime  of  Connecticut,  respeclini;  sundry  lands  lying  within 
the  uorthiTU  lioundnry  of  this  State,  having  heiird  the  saiil 
States  respi-edvely  thereu|ion.  proceeded  ou  the  thirtieth  day 
.■f  Hei'i'Milier  lasi,  to  give  judgment  in  tiie  worils  following,  ti> 

<-nt  h«s  110  right  to  the  lands  in  eontroversy.  We  are  «!?.■ 
niiaiiiiiii>ii-ly  of  opinion  that  the  .juris,  I  let  ion  and  prei'Uipti'>ii 
of  nil  the  i.rriiorv  lying  wiihin  theeharter  Uwndory  of  Pemi- 
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sylvania,  and    now  claimed  by  the  State  of  Connecticut,  do  of 
right  belonj^  to  tlie  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  have  thought  fit  to  nuike  known  and  proclaim,  and  do 
hereby  make  known  and  proclaim  the  same,  and  we  do  hereby 
charge,  enjoin,  an<l  require  all  persons  whatsoever,  and  more 
especially  such  person  and  persons  who,  under  the  authority 
or  countenance  of  the  late  Colony,  now  State  of  Connecticut, 
either  before  or  since  the  declaration  of  Independence,  have 
entered  upon  and  settled  lands  within  the  bounds  of  this  State, 
to  take  notice  of  the  said  judgment,  and  pay  due  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  Whereas,  There  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  animosities  and 
resentments  which  may  liave  arisen  between  the  people,  who 
under  the  authority  or  countenance  of  the  said  late  Colony, 
now  State  of  Connecticut,  as  aforesaid,  have  made  settlements 
within  the  bounds  of  this  State;  and  the  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania who  claim  the  lands  whereon  such  settlements  have  been 
made,  nuiy  induce  some  of  the  latter  to  endeavor  to  gain  pos- 
session of  the  said  lands  by  force  and  violence,  contrary  to  law 
whereby  the  peace  of  the  State  may  be  endangered  and  individ- 
uals greatly  injured,  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge,  enjoin  all 
persons  whatsoever,  to  forbear  molesting,  or  in  anywise  disturb- 
ing any  person  or  persons,  who,  under  the  authority  or  counte- 
nance of  the  hite  Colony,  now  State  of  Connecticut,  as  afore- 
said, have  settled  lands  within  the  bounds  of  this  State  until 
the  Legislature  or  courts  of  justice  shall  have  made  laws  or 
passed  judgment  in  such  ca!*e  as  to  right  and  justice  may  ap- 
pear to  l)elong,  as  such  |>ersons  offending  therein  shall  answer 
to  the  contrary  at  their  peril.  And  we  do  hereby  charge,  en- 
join and  require,  all  judges,  ju^tices,  sheriffs,  and  other  peace 
officers,  to  use  their  authority  to  prevent  offenses,  and  to 
punish,  according  to  law,  all  offenses  committed,  or  to  be  com- 
mitted, against  any  of  the  people  s<^  as  aforewiid  settled  under 
the  authority  or  countenance  of  the  said  late  Colony,  now 
State  of  Connecticut,  as  aforesaid,  on  lands  within  this  State, 
and  who  pay  due  obedience  to  the  laws  thereof,  as  in  case  of 
like  offenses  against  any  of  the  citizens  of  this  State. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  the  President  and  the 
seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  sixth  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three. 

JoHX  Dickinson. 

Attest  : 
T'Y  Matlack.    Secretanj. 

(ioil  save  the  (Commonwealth. 
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THE  ACT  OF  1783  TO  STAY  PROCEEDINGS. 

An  act  to  prevent  and  stay  suits  from  being  brought  against  thu 
inhabitants  of  Wyoming  during  the  time  therein  mentioned  : 
Whrrras,  Commisstonerit  duly  authorized  and  apimlnteil, 
agreeable  to  tht!  ninth  article  of  tlie  Confederation  of  the 
United  States,  to  hear  and  determine  the  oontroversy  between 
the  Common  weal  til  of  Penneylvania  and  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut have  adjudged  and  decreed,  tliat  the  jurisdiction  and  pre- 
emption of  all  the  territory  lying  within  the  charter  boundary 
ot  PenQsylvania,  and  claimed  by  the  State  of  CoQaectleut,  do 
ot  right  belong  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 

And  whereas.  This  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  sit- 
uation of  the  present  settlers  under  thw  late  claim  of  the  State 
ot  Conueotlcut,  at  that,  jiart  of  Wyoiniiig  eastward  and  north- 
waril  iif  Nescopeok  FiiUii,  on  the  East  Brn.nc,b  of  Susquehanna. 
Iiave  agreed  to  send  commissioners  to  inaku  inquiry  into  the 
caseH  of  the  saiil  settlers,  and  to  encourage,  as  much  as  i>ossi- 
ble,  reasonable  Rn<l  friendly  compromises  between  the  {utrties 
claiming,  and,  therefore,  it  is  highly  improj>er  that  any  [iro- 
ceedings  at  law  should  be  bad  for  tlte  recovery  of  any  lands  or 
Ient>ments  during  the  paid  inquiry  ; 

Be  it  there/ore  enacted,  d-c. .  That  ever>  writ  and  proci-sa  what  - 
ever  granted,  or  issued,  or  wbii-h  may  hereafter  be  granteil  or 
issued  for  any  owner  or  owners,  claimant  orolaimnats,  against 
any  i>erBou  being  now  an  inhabitant  on  said  lands  at  Wyom- 
ing, in  order  to  dispossess  any  of  the  said  inhabitants  or  set- 
tlerw  of  the  lands  or  tenements  in  his,  her.  or  their  occupancy, 
shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  stayed,  mid 
on  motion,  all  further  proceedings  thereon  shall  be  quanlied 
by  the  court  to  which  such  writ  shall  l>e  returnable,  until  the 
report  of  the  said  C<nnml8sioners  shall  be  laid  before  this 
House,  and  orler  shall  be  taken  thereui>on. 

And  be  it  further  enaijttd  by  (he  anthority  afnrexaid.  That  this 
act  shall  be  ami  eontinii)'  in  force  until  the  end  <)f  the  next  eitt- 
iug  of  General  Assembly,  nnd  no  longer. 
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RESOLITTION  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Statk  of  Pennsylvania, 
In  General  assembly, 
Friday,  Januaty  30,  1784,  A.  M. 

Th«  report  of  the  committee,  read  yesterday,  on  the  i)etition 
of  (livers  inhabitants  of  Wyominfif  was  read  the  second  time  as, 
follows,  viz; 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  p>etition  of  Samuel 
Shepherd  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Wyomuig,  beg  leave  to 
oflfer  the  following  report : 

That  they  find  upon  careful  examination,  that  the  following 
of  the  said  petitions,  viz.,  Simon  Spalding,  Samuel  Shepherd, 
Joseph  Hageman,  Nathaniel  Davenport,  Charles  Lyons.  Daniel 
Whitney,  Joseph  Elliot,  Solomon  Perkins,  the  Heirs  of  Chris- 
topher Cartwright,  jointly ;  Stephen  Fuller,  Asell  Burnham, 
Preserved  Cooley,  William  Stark,  Isaac  Baldwin  and  liawrence 
Myers  are  within  the  description  of  persons  entitled  to  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  in  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  this 
State,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  Honorable  Assembly  of  this 
State,  of  the  second  of  September  last.  — Your  committee,  there- 
fore, offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  be  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  deliver  to  each  of  the  above  named 
persons,  \iz. ,  Simon  Spalding,  Samuel  Shepherd,  Joseph  Hage- 
man, Nathaniel  Davenport,  Charles  Lyons,  Daniel  Whitney, 
Joseph  Elliot,  Solomon  Perkins,  the  Heirs  of  Christopher 
Cartwright,  jointly  ;  Stephen  Fuller,  Asell  Burnhan\ Preserved 
Cooley,  William  Stark,  Isaac  Baldwin,  and  Lawrence  Myers, 
Certificates  under  the  seal  of  his  office,  importing  that  each  of 
them  are  entitled  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  located 
any  where  within  the  purchased  and  unappropriated  i>arts  of 
the  County  of  Northampton  and  Northumberland,  and  that 
the  Surveyor  General  be  authorised  and  required  to  direct 
copies  of  the  said  certificates  to  any  of  the  Deputy  Surveyors 
of  the  said  counties,  at  the  request  of  the  party,  in  order  to  the 
final  confirmation  of  the  said  lands,  which  are  to  be  free  of 
purchase  money  on  (layment  of  the  fees  of  office  only. 

And  on  the  question  "  Will  the  House  adopt  the  foregoing  re- 
ports it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority, and  the  report  adopled. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

J.  Shallits, 

Aifsistant  Clerk  of  the  Oenei^al  Assembly, 
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Pursuant  to  tlie  foregoing  Reaolve  I  liave  made  out  Certlfi- 
cnteHto  the  sfvera)  persons  therein  iiameil  in  the  Form  follow* 
iug,  vii.  : 
Pknnstlvania  Lakd  Office,  ss: 

1  do  hereby  Certify  that  hy  virtue  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Oen- 
ernl  AesHinbly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  30th  day  of 

January  last,  a  Copy  of  whlcli  is  entered  in  iny  ofBoe, , 

A.  B.  Is  entitled  to  have  surveyed  to  him  3U0  acres  of  land 
within  the  purchased  parts  of  the  CountleR  of  Northampton 
and  Northumberland  not  already  appropriated,  and  on  Return 
of  the  survey  to  a  patent  of  Confirmation  In  the  usual  Forms 
of  the  Land  UfBoe,  agreeable  to  the  Bai<l  Resolve.  In  Witness 
whereof  I  have  hereto  s«t  my  Hand  and  seal  of  ofbce  this  2d 
day  of  fobruary.  A,  D.  1784 

DAT  ID  Kenitbdt, 
Secretary  of  the  iMnd  Office. 


MEMORIAL  OP  MARTIN  AND  FRANlfLIN. 

Philadklphia,  5th  April,  1784. 
Tn  the  Honarnhh  the  President,  the  Vice  Prt.iideut  and  Execv- 
tiV''  f^Mineil  of  Pennsylvanin  : 

The  Memorial  of  Robert  Martin  and  John  FrnnkMn  on  behalf 
of  the  diBfr«flsert  People  of  Wyoming  humbly  slieweth  : 

That  on  the  15th  of  March  last  the  River  Susquehanna  rose 
into  a  flood  excee<llng  all  Degreett  ever  Ix-fore  known,  that  its 
rise  was  so  sudden  as  to  give  no  timo  to  guard  against  itH  MIs- 
ohief ;  that  it  Swept  away  about  One  hunilred  and  fifty  Houses, 
with  alt  the  provisions.  House  furniture,  farming  Tncle  and 
Cattle  of  the  Owners,  and  gave  but  just  opportunity  for  the  In- 
habitants to  fly  for  their  Lives  to  the  high  Ground  ;  that  by 
this  dreadful  Calamity  One  Thousand  Persons  are  left  desti- 
tute of  Provisions,  Cloathiu);  and  every  means  of  Life,  and  lo 
add  to  the  Calamitv  the  Winter  Crop  of  Oraiu  on  the  Ground 
Is  so  harrowed  up  by  tli«  I.-,,,  oh  to  be  nearly  ruined.  Theirde. 
plorable  Cose  was  1ai<1  before  th.>  lute  Assembly  for  their  rou- 
sitleratlon,  but  tlii-y  Ailjourued  without  taking  any  rt^solution 
then-oil. 

Your  Memoriiilists  thiT.'fore  imiylliat  these  suffering  People 

forthvir  relief  nuiv  h-  Hclcpi.-d.  ii-  your  wi--.iiini   shall   devise, 
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WYOMING  CONTESTANTS. 


List  of  the  Men  who  have  been   shut  up  in  the  Garrison   at 

Wyoming. 


Luke  Brodhead. 
James  Melvin. 
Daniel  McLah^key. 
Joseph  Cavana. 
Joseph  Marshal. 
Abm.  Courtrijfht. 
Elisha  Courtright. 
John  Courtright. 
Ezekel  Schooiiover. 
Peter  Cousan. 
Samuel  Vaugorder. 
Enos  Handle. 
Lawrence  Kinney. 
Garret  Shoemaker,  Jun. 
Jacob  Til  berry. 
Abm.  Tilberrv. 
Peter  Stagg. 
Jacob  Cramer. 
Jacob  Klyne. 
David  McCartney. 
John  Lasley. 
Robert  Clark. 
Gabriel  Ogden. 
George  Tanner,  Jun. 
Joseph  Montaney. 
James  Covert. 
John  Potman. 
James  Johnston. 
Ephralm  Van  Orman. 
Isaac  Van  Orman. 
John  Van  Orman. 
Henrv  Winn. 
Obediah  Walker. 
Wyoming,  Awjust  8,  1784. 


Jacob  Woodcock. 
Richard  Wooilcock- 
James  Culver. 
Isaiah  Culver. 
Preserved  Cooley. 
Peter  Taylor. 
Silas  Taylor. 
Ebenezer  Taylor. 
Benjamin  Hillman. 
William  Sims. 
William  McKinney. 
William  Miller. 
John  Hillmann. 
Alexander  Hoover. 
Abm.  Hammond. 
Alexander  Strickland. 
Jacob  Van  Horn. 
George  Yoman. 
John  Pinsell. 
Daniel  Swartz. 
Joseph  Biggers. 
John  Boreland. 
George  Tanner. 
Edward  Cavana 
Garratt  Shoemaker. 
James  Stagg. 
Richard  Savage. 
Lawrence  Osbourne. 
Patrick  Dunlevey. 
Joseph  King. 
Nicholas  Brink. 
Juba. 
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List  of  those  who  had  Entered 
Court  to  their  Indictments  for 
May,  IT84. 

£beaezer  Taylor. 

Bilas  Taylor. 

Joseph  Mataoia. 

Samuel  Van  Qordon. 

Helmeu  Van  tiordon. 

James  Brink. 

John  Cort right. 

Benjamin  Hill  man. 

Martin  TiilJ. 

Daniel  tdwart^. 

luaialt  Colver. 

JftmeB  Colver. 

liMae  Clinkeroos. 

Joseph  BolomoD. 

Ezekiel  Schoonover. 

Hfnrj-  Krjnk. 

Tunis  Coobert. 

William  Brink. 

John  Borleu. 


Bail  to  answtr  at  the  Supreme 
■  dispossessing  Yankee  Settlers  in 

Abr'in  Van  Cortrlght. 
Elisha  Curtright 
Bnnaijah  Uonday. 
Jacob  Tilghbnry. 
Henry  Shoemaker. 
Andrxw  Henderson. 
John  Beely. 
AleKaiider  Patterson. 
Samuel  Reed. 
B.  W.  Ball. 
Luke  Brodhead. 
Lawrence  Kinney. 
P  reserved  Cooley, 
Robert  Bigg&rs. 
Gabriel  Ogden. 
David  Og<1en. 
Jacob  Kline. 
Rudolph  Litz. 
William  MoDonnald. 


"List  of  AJfidavits  taken  at  Wyoming,  17H4.".   Depredations  and 

threats  al  Wyonting  against  Penmyli}ania  Claimants. 

Ah  in  Goodwin.  Catherine  Sims. 

Jonathan  Marsh.  Lois  King. 

Antliony  Benscoto.  Hannah  Sohuonhovur. 

Mary  Korly.  Inaao  Taylor. 

Jolni  King.  Mary  Long. 

Eliz.  Van  Orman.  John  Cary, 

Garrit  Shoemaker.  John  Craven. 


C'lineenxing  the  Attack  nt  Thrust  Hill. 
Oharlt^s  Monro.  Silence  Emniuna, 

Eliplialft  BmmonK.  Jolin  Patiiors. 


Ijcnh  Vnii(jardni 
Jiuiiex  Lanlnyr. 


Altiirk  oil  tlif  linrn-ton  at  Wyoming. 
1  (Jordoii.  Pamelia  Taylor, 

Cfttliarine  Cortrigiit. 


Williniu  Hartm 
Hiiiiiuel  Karr. 
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*10()  PERSONS  DROVE  FROM  WYOMING." 

[Such  iH  the  Higniflcaiit  heading  of  a  docmnent  which  appears 
to  liave  no  date.     It  was  probably  1784.     See  prior  lists.] 

A  Hat  of  those  plundered  and  drove  from  Wyoming  which  did 
not  take  up  arms  ayainst  the  Connecticut  Claimants. 

Benjamin  Morris. 
Christian  Cress. 
Abraham  Lane. 

Corie,  from  a  place  called  Kingston,  and  a  Connecticut 

claimant. 
James  Hillman. 
Benjamin  Lewis. 
John  Tillghbury. 
David  Brewster. 
The  Widow  Hallet 
Samuel  Randol. 
James  Chambers. 
Gisbert  Vangorden. 
John  Lantermau. 
William  8 warts. 
Nicholas  Brink. 
Jonathan  Mash. 

Sheldon. 

Abraham  Vought. 
Ebenezer  Tayor. 

Landen. 

James  Stag. 


A  list  of  the  inhabitants  which  was  plundered  and  ordered  off 
the  ground  on  pain  of  Death,  and  their  houses  burned  ovet 
their  heads;  but  are  remaining  at  Wyoming, 

George  Charles. 

John  Courtright. 

Catharine  Brink  (widows. 

Thomas  Brink  (i)lundered  last  week). 

Michael  Scott. 

Jacobns  Bnnnescoto. 

Joseph  Vnnorman. 

Ebenezer  Elarl. 
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T'.harlea  Bfnrhnin. 
Sam II el  Karr. 
Abraliain  Bmith, 
l>anit>l  Hain. 
James  Earl. 


ACTION  OF  THE  nOUNCII,  OF  CENSORS-ITW. 

Ix  COTiNciL  ov  Ckssors,  September  n,  1784 
It  Is  the  opinion  of  tliis  Council,  that  the  decree  made  at 
Trenton  earlj'  in  1783,  between  the  Btata  of  Conneotiout  and 
thix  Common  wealth,  cnnnt-rning  the  torritorial  right  of  lK>th, 
was  favorable  to  Pennsylvaniiv.  It  likewise  [iromlsed  the  hap- 
piest eonseqiii-nees  to  the  confederiicy,  lut  an  example  was 
tliereby  set,  of  two  eoiitemllnt;  wjvereignties  adjustingr  their 
dilleri-ncoH  in  il  court  of  JiiHtice,  instead  of  lavolvlng  thein- 
sslves,  anil  i>erhn,i)K  tlii-ir  confederates,  in  war  and  I>]<x>dshe<l. 
It  iH  much  to  be  regretied  that  this  happy  event  was  not  Im- 
proved on  the  iMvrt  of  this  State,  an  it  iiiight  have  been;  that 
the  peri«>nn  claiming  lande  at  iinil  near  Wyoming,  onoiipled  by 
the  emigrant"  from  Ooiiiie<itiout,now  become  siibjeots  of  Penn- 
sylvania, were  not  left  to  prosecute  their  cIhIidb,  In  their  pi^- 
per  ciiiirse,  without  the  intervention  of  the  Legislature ;  that 
a  body  of  trooi>s  was  enlixled,  after  the  Indian  war  had  ceased, 
anil  the  civil  government  liad  been  established,  and  stationed 
at  Wyoming,  for  no  other  apparent  purpose  than  that  of  pro- 
UMthig  the  interest  of  the  cJalinantK  under  the  former  grants 
of  Pennsylvania;  that  theHc  troops  were  kept  up  and  continue*! 
there,  without  the  license  o[  Congress,  in  violation  of  the  con- 
tederalion,  that  tliey  were  Buffered,  withnnt  restraint,  to  in- 
jure and  oppress  the  neigh  lx>ringinhabilants,during  the  course 
ofthe  Inst  winter;  that  the  injuries  done  to  these  people  excited 
the  compassion  and  the  intoi-positiou  of  the  Slate  of  Connec- 
ticut, who  thereupon  demanded  of  ('ongress  another  hearing, 
in  Older  to  investigate  the  private  claims  of  the  settlers  at 
Wyoming,  formerly  hihiibltants  of  New  England,  who,  from 
this  instance  of  |)artiality.  In  tlie  army,  might  have  been  led 
to  distrust  the  justice  ..f  the  State,  when,  in  Ihe  meantime, 
numbers  of  tliese  soidieii*  and  other  disorderly  i>er8ons,  in  a 
most  violent  and  inhuman  manner,  exjtelled  the  New  England 
settlers  before  meulioned,  from  tlieir  habitations,  nn<l  drove 
them   towards   the   Deliiwiire,  through    unsettled  and   almost 
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iiupas^able  ways,  leaving  these  unhappy  outcasts  to  suffer  every 
species  of  distress ;  that  this  armed  force,  stationed,  as  ivfore- 
said,  at  Wyoming,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  without  any  public  ad- 
vantage in  view,  has  cost  the  Commonwealth  the  sum  of  £4,460, 
and  upwards,  for  the  bare  levying,  providing  and  paying  them, 
besidesoiher  expenditures  of  public  money  ;  that  the  authority 
for  embodying  these  troops  was  given  privately,  and  unknown 
to  the  good  i)eople  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  being  directed 
by  a  mere  resolve  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly,  ))rought  in 
and  read  the  first  time  on  Monday,  September  23,  1783,  when, 
ou  motion,  and  by  si>ecial  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  adopted;  that  the  putting  this  resolve  on  the  secret 
journals  of  the  House,  and  concealing  it  from  the  public  after 
the  war  with  the  savages  had  ceased,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Wyoming  had  submitted  to  the  government  of  the  State,  suffi- 
ciently marks  and  fixes  the  clandestine  and  i>artial  intent 
of  the  armament,  no  such  caution  having  been  thought  nec- 
essary, in  defense  of  the  northern  frontiers,  during  the  late 
war;  and,  lastly,  we  regret  the  fatal  example  which  this  tran- 
saction has  set,  of  private  i)erson8,  at  least  equally  able  with 
their  op|>onentfe,  to  maintain  their  own  cause,  procuring  the 
inlluenoe  of  the  Commonwealth  in  their  behalf,  and  the  aid 
of  the  puidio  treasury  ;  the  opprobium  which  has  from  hence 
resulted  to  the  State,  and  the  dissatisfaction,  and  prospect  of 
<li«<sentions,  now  existing  with  one  of  our  sister  States;  the 
violation  of  the  confederation,  and  the  injury  done  to  such 
of  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  land  at  Wyoming,  occupieil 
as  aforesaid,  as  have  given  no  countenance  to,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, have  disavowed  these  extravagant  proceedhigs.  In 
short,  we  lament  that  our  Government  has,  in  this  business, 
inanif*^sted  little  wisdom  or  foresight,  nor  have  acted  as  the 
guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people  committed  to  tlieir  care. 
Impresse<l  with  the  multi{>lied  evils  which  liave  sprung  from 
the  improvident  inanag'"ment  of  this  business,  we  hold  it  up 
to  censure,  to  ])revent,  ii  |)ossible,  any  furtlier  instances  of  l>ad 
government,  which  might  involve  and  distract  our  new  formed 
nation. 


DAVID  MEAD  TO  THE  EXECT'TIVE  COUXriL. 

WioMiNO,  February  6,  178.'). 

rfKNTLKMKN:  I  Ijaineut  that  I  have  Occasion  toaddressvou 
on  the  affair  of  this  unhappy  part  of  the  state.     I  have  delayed 
writing   until   all  hopes  of  establishing  anv  kind  of  Order  is 
41-Voi.  XVIII. 
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VaiiUhviL  ItixTrue  that  Irregularities  have  been  Commitml 
by  many  of  the  PeaiisylvaniuimugainsttaeCoaDeotlcut  Olaiiii- 
aiiti^.  But  grvat  care  has  been  talct^n  that  tlie  OSeDders  ar*t 
Cfeiierally  ProMeOuteil  with  ij«verity,  and  the  Courts  o(  JuxHce 
are  yet  Open.  And  unwaried  i>ain8  has  l>een  taken  to  ConvlncMt 
tiioxe  Claiiaanta  of  the  JVtfrinined  Hunour  and  Justice  of  tli« 
Btatotoaffordtliem  every  Restitution  in  the  Reaah  of  the  I.aw, 
But  all  to  uo  purpose,  who  havu  descundt^d  to  Commit  alinoi't 
evt'ry  kind  of  disorder,  and  bid  defyanoe  to  Qoverniiient,  ko 
that  the  exeroiae  of  the  Civil  Authority  is  altogether  liaprnc- 
ticable.  They  have  appointed  Two  or  three  DilTereiit  Commit- 
tees to  Transact  UitTttreut  kinds  of  HuKlneiui  for  ttie  Promotion 
of  their  DexignK.  Thtiy  have  formed  thalr  Malitia,  appointed 
Field  ami  Other  Officers  in  Contempt  of  the  Staff;  many  In- 
olTeiisive  Families  are  now  under  Orders  Immediately  to  move 
away  or  their  RfTectH  to  he  made  a  RepriHal  of.  Therefore,  us 
a  (Citizen  and  Servant  of  Qovumment  I  am  Ohlitfeil  to  Claim 
your  Pruteetion  iind  Supfwrt,  and  am  in  the  meantime,  0*-n- 
tleineii,  wltli  the  ((reatent  Ke^pent, 

your  most  Hunilile  Servant, 

I>AVii>  Mkai>. 

J>.  B. — Tlie  Inclosed  Dei>o3ition  of  the  Bhawnea  Tiiwnxlii[> 
C<in9tfthle,  who  was  Electeil  by  tho  InhnbitaiitH  of  liaid  Town- 
f^liip,  ill  CoiiNi'qnence  of  an  Order  Issued  by  Mr.  Martin  and 
myNelf,  whlcli  wna  most  likely  tu  take  with  the  {leople  and  re- 
move doubts  than  otherwise,  so  that  every  Indeavour  Heeiiis 
fruitlesH.  The  Constable  of  Stoke  Townsldp  in  now  out  of  th« 
place,  who  ma<le  re{>ort  some  days  ago  nearly  Coroberating 
witli  this  Deposition,  but  not  taken  in  form,  therefore  Omitcxt. 
)  ctin  f^ivesome  Information,  whiilsuQ-t^ii- 
1  Delilieratioii. 

D.  M. 
I'leii-M'  to  reimburse  the  Expreux  for  hin  Expenses. 


NoiiTniMUKULAso  CnrxTV,  s.t: 

IVrsoniilly  appeared  I »■  fore  me  the  siitiacri hers,  one  of  the 
J  list  Jpes  of  1  he  peact'  in  luid  for  the  said  County,  Thomas  Parks, 
<'oustable  <if  Shawni-aTowufhip,  who  lieingduly  sworn,  doth 
■  leiKiae  Hiid  Ml/  that  on  the  flrst  day  nf  Fi'bruary,  Inst.,  in  the 
Exe.-iiti"n  .>f  hisOfflee,  he  attempted  toSeiz.eTwo  Men,  vi/., 
Dani.l  Karl  ami  Henry  Vost.  for  luivinK  Stolen  gooils  in  tludr 
PfswHssioTi.  iind  Callei!  uixiii  a  liouw  full  of  P.-ople  f<ir  his  awtist- 
atne.  l(ut  insteaii  therfof  wa.*  much  beat  ami  abused,  and  tht* 
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authority  of  the  State,  without  Respect,  Damned ;  that  after 
Telling  the  People  he  was  a  Sworn  Constable  and  must  do  his 
duty,  that  their  Contempt  of  authoriry  would  be  attended  with 
bad  Consequenecs.  they  Repeated  their  disre8i)ectfu I  Language 
<)f  the  State  and  its  Laws,  Damning  both ;  that  this  present 
day  he  attempted  to  Disperse  a  Riot  and  Robery,  and  Seize  the 
OiTenders,  but  was  not  able ;  that  his  Brains  has  Repeatedly 
been  Thretned  to  be  blowed  out  if  he  served  Process. ,  so  that 
he  is  not  able  to  do  his  duty,  and  further  sayth  not. 

Thomas  Park. 
Sworn  and  Snbscribed  before  me,  February  5,  1785, 

David  Mkad. 


JOSEPH  GARDNER  TO  JOHN  BAYARD. 


Nkw  York,  Febiiiarj/  7^  1785. 

Dear  Stu:  I  receiveil  one  of  your  favours  since  niv  arrival 
here,  and  have  wrote  you  stating  that  Connecticut  has  revived 
the  old  dispute  about  "Wyoming  A  copy  of  their  papers  I 
have  transmitted  to  council,  which  doubtless  will  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Assembly  for  their  deliberation  very  soon  after  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Henry's  arrival  with  the  ccpies  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  State  in  this  affair  has  anticipated  my  request  that  you 
would  furnish  us  with  them.  The  council  having  done  this 
fully,  except  such  tis  relates  to  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Su- 
preme Court  at  Northumberland  and  Easton. 

These  may  be  necessary,  at  least  so  far  as  they  were  published 
in  one  of  the  Philadelphia  papers  about  a  month  ago.  A  few 
days  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Henry  this  matter  was  taken  up 
as  the  order  of  the  day,  when  we,  without  difficulty,  had  it 
postponed,  sine  die,  and  hope  it  will  give  time  to  the  Legisla- 
ture to  deliberate  in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  mutual  satis- 
faction to  the  parties,  and  do  complete  justice. 

By  all  that  we  can  learn  from  the  delegates  of  Connecticut 
she  has  no  serious  intentions  of  prosecuting  this  dispute  as  a 
State,  any  more  than  merely  to  patronize  her  citizens  (the 
Wyoming  settlers)  in  their  claim  of  soil,  and  even  that  feebly, 
as  Dr.  Johnson  has  told  us  that  hc^  neither  wishes,  nor  can  pro- 
ceed  in  the  dispute  till  he  receives  further  instructions,  and 
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l.liat  he  exi>ectH  lui  aiff  iit  or  K^riniit  Troiii  the  HettltrrH.  nni)  not 
tb«  State. 

How  far  the  ileuret)  »t  Troaton  liaH  decided  the  right  of  luiil. 
aa  well  OH  Juri8iliatioii,  jh  u  quextiitii  that  prufcBsturiAl  Law.vertt 
may  differ  ib  ver>' much.  Wo  think  that  both  liave  liet-u  ilt». 
termiDe<i  fully. 

Therein  evidently  two  {lartn  in  tliA  deoiaioii,  vu.,  the  LaiitlHln 
dispute,  and  Jurindictiou,  Itotli  Jiid|{ed-to  he  in  Pennsylvania 
by  the  Court  at  Trenton.  It  thin  iiialter  comcw  to  beserioualy 
■lehuted  in  CongrpBS,  yoti  uiUHt  Hee  the  uKceesity  o(  having  an 
agent  or  ugentH  of  pruteMlonai  knowIetlKe  of  Law  to  combat 
]>r.  JohUNOn. 

Hitherto  we  have  not  been  able  to  flniah  the  buHineiw  of  ap- 
pointing the  aiUlitional  com niitwi oners  for  settling  and  liqui- 
dating the  public  accountii,  although  a  re)H>rt  has  been  on 
the  table  many  dnyw,  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  Ijiw, 
whicli  we  hoite  will  lie  completed  In  a  few  days. 

Tlie  Report  is  a  genernl  one,  comprehending  every  State  hav- 
ing large  nnwetlleil  accounts  with  the  Puhlick,  anil  when  rt*- 
nolveil  upon  we  will  take  the  eiiHiext  opi>ortniiity  of  forwarding. 
If  it  don't  arrive  in  time  I  wish  the  operation  of  the  Law  couhl 
be  Hnspended  a  few  ilayi*  longer,  that  we  nmy  have  the  credit 
of  l>eing  Federal  In  our  measure!^. 

A  British  Packet  arrived  at  the  Hook  on  Thursday,  l>nt  the 
mail  was  not  brought  to  tlie  city  till  Saturday  evening  last.  A 
Re|Mirt  prevails  that  the  Pntch  und  the  Em|}eror  have  settled 
their  dlitpiite.  Xo  iMrticnlartt,  nor  in  it  generally  t)elieved,  hut 
it  in  prolinble  that  the  winter  niay  afford  an  opi>ortunity  ot 
negociating  and  ]>erhn[>s  terminal  ing  them. 

We  loilge  togethe"-  nince  Mr.  Henry's  arrival,  and  though  not 
the  mi)i't  comfortable,  or  at  a  very  high  rate,  whii>h,  together 
with  Are,  candle,  liquors,  &o..  amount  to  more  than  we  had 
any  reason  to  apprehend. 

We  have  the  Honor  I.,  be 

yir.  yowr  very  hnmlile 

and  OWdlent  Servants, 

William  Hknry, 

JlJMKI'H   (t.VRDNKK. 

To  John-  Batarp,  Esq.. 

tipeaker  of  lliK  Oenmiil  As.tenilili/,  I'liiladtfjilHit. 
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REPLY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

[The  letter  of  the  Coniinittee  of  Settlers  at  Wyoming  to  the 
Assembly  han  not  been  found.] 

To  Colonel  Zebulon  Butlev  and  others^  the  Ccmmittfie  of  Settlem 

at  Wyoming : 

Wyoming,  Alay  6,  1785. 

Gentlkmkn  :  We  have  just  received  your  answer  to  ours  of 
this  morning,  and  were  pleased  in  reading  the  first  Paragrapli, 
wherein  you  consider  an  amicable  compromise  as  near  at  hand. 
We  assure  you  we  sliali  esteem  ourselves  happy  in  accomplish- 
ing so  important  and  salutary  a  measure.  Your  ans>wer  to  our 
first  Query  is  somewhat  satisfactory,  but  to  the  others  not  so. 
Your  answer  to  the  second  is,  that  tliere  never  has  been  any 
Civil  Officers  ** according  ro  tlie  Constitution  of  the  State  of 
Pennsvlvania,"  elected  in  this  settlement  since  the  Decree  of 
Trenton.  We  are  sorry  to  iliffer  from  you  on  this  head,  and 
although  we  believe  that  many  who  were  not  Freeholders  did 
vote,  yet  we  must  contend  there  were  Freeholders  who  did 
vote,  and. that  the  said  election  was  in  conformity  to  the  Con- 
stitution, as  ai>pearn  by  tlie  proceedings  of  the  committee  who 
were  with  you  at  that  time  and  rejM^rted  to  the  A.<»sembly ; 
who,  therefore,  established  the  election  by  Law  (mssed  the  9th 
<lay  of  September,  1783,  in  which  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  are 
particularly  named.  We,  therefore,  think  you  are  bound,  a.»» 
i'itizens  of  this  State,  to  support  them  in  the  due  exercise  of 
their  authority  until  you  can  make  it  appear  by  a  regular 
process  before  the  {iroper  tribunal  that  theirappointment  is  con- 
trary to  the  Constitution.  A  different  conduct  is  certainly  op- 
posing the  Laws  an<l  T'onstitution  of  this  State;  ami  we  wouM 
further  obs*»rve  that  if  we  are  rightly  informed,  many  of  th»» 
Connecticut  claimants  availed  themselves  of  the  authority  of 
thost*  Justices,  or  some  of  theiu  in  order  to  claim  the  reposses- 
sion of  their  houses  and  lot»<  agreeable  to  the  Law  passed  the 
l.jth  of  September,  *84,  Entitled  **anact  for  the  more  speedy 
restoring  the  posses.-ion  of  certain  messuages.  Lands  and  Tene- 
ments in  Northum  land  Co.  to  the  persons  who  lately  held  the 
same,"  and  were  thankful  to  them  for  the  part  they  acted 
therein. 

'\  our  answer  to  our  third  inquiry  is  al.»*o  unsatisfactory.     You 
assert   that  no    peacable   inhabitant  has   been   dispossessed  of 
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Proiinrty  or  obllfi;t><l  to  leave  the  Bettletuent.  InordertomiUer- 
Htaiul  eaolt  other  properly  we  wish  to  give  you  our  Idea  of  a 
peiLcable  Inhabitant,  v\?..,  nil  those  wlii>  held  aud  were  in  po»- 
Hecsiun  of  laada  or  teneuienttt  yii  the  lOlh  day  of  May,  178-1,  or 
the  time  yon  were  violently  diHiKisseasei),  these  people  whatevi^r 
ri|;ht  they  lield  under,  were  in  the  peaoahle  enjoyment  of  Pro- 
party,  and  we  contend  ouy^ht  not  to  lie  dUpolled  and  diKpcH- 
Nesded,  but  by  a  regular  process  at  Law.  Vou,  Q-entleiueii, 
complained  of  the  injnrieH  you  received  by  violence  and  illegal 
conduct,  and  will  you  the  moment  you  are  restored  by  tht' 
LawH  of  tne  Laud,  countenance  the  Mime  arbitrary  and  nn- 
conxtitutional  measares  againHt  another  oIbhs  of  citizens  whom 
you  ileem  intruders?  This  must  )>eoonsi(lere«lasan  oiiposhion 
to  Law  anil  good  Government.  We  nr«  jiosNesseil  of  n  petition 
signed  i>y  a  number  of  respeclalile  citirjiina  complaining  Id  the 
mi>st  spirited  manner  of  the  arbitrary  an<l  cruel  conduct  of 
certain  persons  here  in  plundering  and  bnnishinic  the  inhabi- 
tants claiming  under  Pennsylvania,  anil  this  without  any  agi- 
plleation  to  civil  authority.  We  lieg  you  seriously  to  eousider 
where  will  this  Issue  if  iiersisted  hi. 

Your  letter  concluded  with  asking  us  two  questions.  To  the> 
firMt  we  answer  tliat  iiowever  those  jieople  got  ]iosse88ed  of 
houses  or  Lands,  they  ought  not  to  lie  dispossessetl  of  them  but 
iL^'i-eeable  to  Law. 

[iud  the  Connecticut  claimants  prosecuted  them  for  takiiiK 
violent  iw.isesaion  we  doubt  not  that  the  Laws  would  have 
deleriiiine'l  the  controversy  in  a  proper  manner.     To  the  necond 

That  the  Legislative  body  loolc  ui>on  all  jiereons  residiug 
within  the  chartered  )>ounds  of  the  State  as  citizens  thereof 
who  are  boiind  to  yield  obedience  to  the  Laws,  and  who  are 
entilled  whilesiidoing  to  thelmmunitlesandpHvilegesgranteil 
them  liy  the  Constitution. 

W'-  have  n<)w,  Oentleinen,  only  to  rei>eat  our  sincere  wiBhex 
tliiit  you  will  each  one  Join  heart  anil  hand  to  put  a  stop  to 
further  irivgiilarities  and  disorders,  anil  that  you  would  give 
us  propcT  assurances  of  your  determination  to  support  t  he  I^aws 
and  O'lvrnmeiit  of  the  Slate,  Tills,  in  our  opinion,  Istheouly 
method  left  ti>  re.<tore  iieace  and  gooil  order  to  this  nnhappy 
settlement.  And  we  doubt  not  that  ujioii  yonrfio  doiuff  you 
will  not  only  exi>erleiiee  immediate  l>eneflt«  vourBelves,  tint 
iifford  real  happhies.s  |o   miiiiy  who  are  now  sufTerins   iindi-r 

We  pniy  tfod  to  direct  y..iL,  and  are,  with  due  resi>e,-i,  lien- 
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THE    COMMITTEE    OF    SETTLERS    AT  WYOMING   TO 

THE  ASSEMBLY. 

May  9,  17a5. 

Grntlrmrn  :  We  received  your  answer  to  our  Letter,  bearing 
date  the  0th  of  May,  1785,  in  which  you  say  that  our  answer 
to  your  first  Query  is  somewhat  satisfactory.  We  are  sorry  it 
was  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  you,  when  the  answer  was 
pointed,  pertinent  and  conclusive  to  your  Querv  in  our  Judg- 
ment, and  witliout  any  equivocation.  Our  answer  to  your 
second  question  you  say  is  unsatisfactory  to  you.  l)ecause  we 
assert  that  there  never  have  been  any  Civil  Officers  according 
to  the  <.\>nKtitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  in 
tlieir  settlement  since  the  Decree  at  Trenton.  In  this  respect 
you  sav  vou  must  dissent  from  us,  vet  allow  in  your  letter  that 
there  were  many  who  were  not  freeholders  voted  at  the  said 
Election,  in  which  instance  you  accede  to  our  major  proposition 
that  there  never  were  any  Civil  Officers  acconling  to  the  Con- 
stitution electe<l  in  this  settlement,  because  if  there  were  many 
who  were  not  freeholders  voted  at  the  said  election  we  have 
reference  to,  then  there  were  many  at  that  election  who  voted 
in  open  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  there- 
fore made  that  election  unconstitutional  and  consequently  of 
no  avail. 

You  further  proceed  an<l  sdy  that  the  said  election  was  in  con- 
formity tt)  the  Constitution,  as  ap]>ears  by  the  reiwrt  of  the 
committee. 

Gentlemen,  can  a  committee  of  any  Bo<ly  of  men  make  that 
Right  which  is  in  its  nature  Rong? 

Secondly. — Y'ou  say  the  committee  reporte<l  to  the  assembly, 
who,  in  consequence  of  that  report,  passed  a  particular  act  to 
establish  the  said  election.  If  it  was  according  to  the  I^aws 
and  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  what  need  was 
there  for  that  Honorable  Body  to  pass  a  particular  act  to  es- 
tabli^  the  said  election  if  it  was  according  to  the  Laws  and 
^'onstitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania? 

Gentlemen,  notwithstanding  you  implicitly  acknowle<ige 
the  illegality  of  the  Election  of  those  magistrates,  yet  f&,\  you 
think  we,  as  citizens  of  this  State,  are  bound  to  supjwrt  those 
magistrates.  How  can  we  be  lx>und  as  citizens  to  sup|)ort  un- 
c<mstitutional  measures?  Gentlemen,  we  cannot  think  that 
you  would  countenance  such  an  idea  that  we,  as  citizens  of 
this  State,  are  or  were  )>ound  tosujjport  unconstitutional  mag- 
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iHtrateN,  anil  connetiuently  act  in  op^n  violntion  o(  the  Coiisti- 
tulloii  of  tli«*  State. 

Thirdly.  — Yuu  okntcrve  that  it  you  ar«  riifhily  iitformed  many 
of  cha  Uoiiiipcticiit  ClaiinaiitHavailtiil  thtinit»elvtiijt>f  the  aiitlio)'- 
ity  of  those  iiiaKictratuB,  or  noiiie  of  theiil.  In  order  to  claJiu  th' 
repoHtH-Hijiuii  of  thijir  housex  and  Lot h,  agreeable  to  the  La*. 
|taHHe<1  the  15tli  of  tSepteinber,  1T95.  Ill  reply  we  hay  we  wei' 
laid  nnder  the  necesHity  of  ho  doing,  beoauve  they  were  ap- 
pointed liy  the  authority  of  tliiit  State,  and  if  we  had  not  Im- 
proved that  op|K>rtnnity,  we  itiight  have  been  kept  out  of  our 
JiiHt  iHWKettHioiiH  aiiotlier  year,  therefore,  there  wait  no  othei 
alternative  left  uh  Iml  eitlier  to  do  tliia  or  suffer  (jroater  evllt* 
and  niixfortllneii.  Tlierefore  It  wan  not  a  voluntary  but  an  in- 
volnntarv  act.  in  no;  that  in  it  waH  not  free  from  constraint. 
Tiierefore  where  moral  ageney  oeasbe,  all  vice  and  virtue  of  con- 
petpienoe  ceaHe,  and,  therefore,  that  ought  not  to  be  broaght 
against  HH. 

You,  (ient  lenien,  observe  in  the  Miiue  iiaragraft  that  we  werv 
thankful  to  th(isi>  magiHtraIeK  for  tiie  part  they  acted  therein. 
Answer,  wo  are  hound  to  be  thaiiktnl  lo  Benefactonj,  but  w«; 
ought  Brut  view  those  .liiHticesax  Bt^nefactorB  before  we  can 
lie  thankful  to  them.  We  never  did  view  then)  as  Benefantorx, 
therefore  no  thankfulues!)  is  due  frnni  ub  to  thetu  in  that  re- 
Blieet,  (leutlenien,  You  siiy  oiiraUMwer  to  your  third  query 
is  aNo  nnsatiffactory  lieeauHe  weas-sert  that  no  Peacable  In- 
habitant  have  never  been  dis(>oHed  of  their  Property  and 
oliligfd  to  leave  their  wttlenii'Ut.  Reii!y,  we  Imagine  there  in 
great  itilTerenee betwixt  Pearabie tnhabitanttand  RioterB,  who 
in  a  most  violent  manner,  by  foree  and  arms  diH|K)Ht<et<t<ed  thf 
Ciinneeiicnt  claimants  of  their  proiwrty,  and  the  anrhority  of 
lliic  Slate  have  disiMiiw.'Ssed  those  Rioterx  by  a  si>6cia1  Act  for 
that  purpose;  nnil  now  thoM^  Kiotent  say  the  Connect  ivut  i>eo- 
ple  have  ilisjMissei'Sed  and  sjHiiled  tlieni  of  their  Property,  wliirb 
we  deny  in  full.  Yon  furtln-r  cay  fbat  you  are  ]>osi<e)<8^d  of 
a  Pftition  slgiii'd  by  a  number  of  reHjieetable  Inhabitants  com- 
plaining ill  the  mo-t  spirited  manner  of  the  arbitrary  and  crnei 
I'onilni't  111  I'lTtiiin  iu'Tmiiis  here  in  plundering  and  I>anis1iit)g 
the  inliiibitnnis  •'liiiiiiiii^  under  IVnnsylvnnla.  and  thid  without 
making  apiilinition  lu  eivil  nnlliurity.  In  rejily  we  Fay  and 
de.'lnre  lliat  (here  have  be.n  a  great  iiuiulker  of  fnhabitaiitf^. 
or  rather  intruders,  who  preteml  In  claim  under  Pennsylvnnin 
title,  and  who  by  for.-.-  ..f  arms,  in  a  most  violent  manner,  eoii- 
trary  1<>  all  Law  and  Constitution  uf  ali  Christ inized  People. 
ilispossesneil  the  Xi'w  Kuiiliind  settlers  niul  took  possession  of 
their  hoitses,  iaiid  and  property  in  an  hostile  manner,  and  those 
settlers  so  foreilily  diiiiOBsessed  ami  phiiiilered.  inadi)  rejieateil 
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application  to  tlie  Legislative,  executive,  Judicial  and  Civil 
Authority  of  this  State,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  their 
RightH,  property  and  possesisions,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and 
Consstitution  of  this  State,  and  that  the  Legislative  Body  on 
tlie  loth  of  SepteinV)er  last,  did  resolve  that  those  Settlers  so 
forcibly  dispossessed  should  he  reinstated.  And  we  further 
declare  that  we  do  not  know  of  any  such  persons  in  this  settle- 
ment who  pretended  a  claim  under  the  possession  title  who  have 
had  any  iK>ssessions,  except  such  as  were  obtained  by  force  of 
arms,  and  we  would  farther  sav  that  we  are  informed  bv  the 
best  authority,  and  know  it  to  be  a  truth,  that  a  great  num- 
ber, if  not  all  of  those  persons  who  complain  of  being  plundered 
and  banished  by  the  Connecticut  Settlers  are  those  same  per- 
sons who  expeled  us  from  our  possessions,  robl)ed  us  of  our  pro- 
perty, &c. ,  and  then  finding  that  the  Laws  of  the  State  rela- 
tive to  forcible  entry  and  detaining  was  likely  to  oi>erate  against 
them,  fleil  from  the  Laws  of  their  cimntry,  took  of  there  own 
Property  and  a  considerable  part  of  ours.  What  imrt  of  our 
property  they  were  obliged  to  leave  behind  has  since  fallen 
into  our  hands,  and  vet  those  villains  sav  we  have  robed  and 
plundered  them  of  their  Property,  which  alligations  we  dial- 
ling them  to  support. 

You  further  Siiy  in  your  letter  that  we  complain  of  the  in- 
juries we  have  received  by  vi<»lent  and  illegal  conduct,  and  then 
ask  the  question  whether  we  will  countenance  the  same 
against  a  class  of  Citizens  whom  we  represent  as  intruders. 
Answer,  we  the  committee,  nor  the  people  whom  we  represent, 
nt*ver  have  countenanced  any  such  thing. 

Gentlemen,  you  eonchnle  your  letter  with  a  requisition  that 
we  would  join  heart  in  hand  to  put  a  stop  to  further  irregu- 
larities and  disorders,  and  that  we  wouhl  give  you  proper  as- 
surances of  our  determination  tosupport  the  Laws  and  Oovern- 
ment  of  the  Statt*.  In  answer  to  you  we  have  only  to  repeat 
onr  former  answers  to  you  on  that  head.  Gentlemen,  we  as- 
sure you  it  is  our  determination  to  support  the  Laws  and  (Con- 
stitution of  this  State. 

Tv)  conclude,  w<»  believe  it  is  the  sincere  effort  of  the  State 
anil  of  vou,  Gentlemen,  to  Promote  Peace  and  Harmonv  in 
this  settlement,  yet  can't  but  think  it  Extraordinary  that 
you  slioul<l  think  it's  consistent  with  sound  policy  or  the 
happiness  of  this  settlement  to  continue  those  Magistrates 
in  office  who  were  imposed  on  the  i>eople  without  their  con- 
sent and  in  violation  of  the  Conhtitution  and  Laws  of  the 
State,  and  who  are  daily  making  inroads  thereon  by  violently 
taking  possession  of  land  and  property  and  detaining  the 
same  from  the  rightful  <>\vners  in   o|>en  violation  of  all   Law, 
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and  consequently  tluiuK  great  iujuatioeto  the  widow,  fntherlefu' 
And  diHtresaed.    Ot  whom  David  Meade  laand  wasthe  fullest  ag- 
gressor nnd  DlHtresBurof  the  widow  and  fatherletis  and  Uri>ltaii. 
Gentlttmeii,  we  liopi>  you  will  voluntary  givn  ue  our  mqueHI. 
which  \a  the   Ootiftitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
thereby  restore  Peace  and  tranquility  to  this  Battlement, and  joy 
and  Myrth  to  this  State.     We  pray  Qo<i  to  give  you  hearts  iiu»i- 
ceptible  of  all  the  fealings  of  Humanity,  and  in  that  line  we  will 
Milworibe  ourselves  Your  most  olMdient  and  humble  eervanfai, 
Zkbvlon  Bi'tlrr, 
John  P.  Hchott, 
John  FKA^'KLI:<, 
Ebknkzkb  Johxsok, 
John  Hopkins, 
Christophkr  Hiirlbut. 
Hon.  John  Bayard, 
Pkrsifor  Fbazkr, 
Qkorok  Suith, 

Committee  of  Amemhiy. 


1>AVII>MEA]»  TO  THB  COMMITTEE  OP  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

WiOMiKO.  May  9,  17S5. 

(jKSTtKMRX:  Most  dc|ilnrftlile  Indeed  is  the  Present  Situa- 
tion ot  tliitt  i>art  of  the  State  when  one  hundred  and  Twenty 
Miles  up  and  down  the  Biver  as  it  Runs,  and  as  far  west  in  this 
Valuable  i«»rt  of  the  (Jountry  hi  the  very  Bosom  of  the  State, 
is  now  in  such  Rebelion. 

That  the  Connecticut  Ciaimnnts  I  make  no  doubt  before  you 
have  this,  will  at  last  Throw  off  the  mask  and  Tell  you  they  are 
the  Proprietaries  of  this  Country,  inoat  Capable  of  making 
Laws  for  themselves.  Hid  Defyance  to  the  Laws  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Tell  you  to  gow  al>out  your  Business. 

The  most  Cimtioiis  intiligence  of  these  Designs  I  sent  to 
Government  early  In  February  lust,  which  were  scarcely  Cre<l- 
ited,  when  this  Tumult  could  hitve  been  easily  Quashed. 

But  now,  Oentlemen,  if  it's  the  Intention  ot  the  State  to  Snp- 
imrt  its  Dignity,  1  Taney  yon'l  Bsljevo  it  a  Serious  Hnsin»'ss 
higli  t'"""  to  nip  the  growing  eiil,  which  alone  DeiH?nds  on 
the  Imiut'diate  and  Spiriteci  Interposition  of  the  State.  I  beg 
you  to  think  ot  my  Situation,  that  I  have  long  since  Regularly 
appropriated  my  I.iinds  li.-rp  nKrepnl)!e  to  the  LawB  and  Ciiw- 
toms  ot   the   Country,  anil  Peucenbly  J'osaessed  myself  of   the 
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Mame.  The  Connecticut  Claim  to  a  Con&iderable  part  of  my 
Lauds,  Relinquished  most  formally  in  Consequence  of  a  Reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature,  and  Lands  actually  granted  in  here 
by  the  State  and  the  very  same  Lauds  Taken  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  People  with  whom  you  are  now  Treating,  and  Rented 
to  Tennants  who  came  and  Ordered  my  Plowmen  to  stop  or 
expect  to  loos  their  Labours,  which  has  liapi>ened  since  your 
Enquiry  began.  1  liave  made  very  Considerable  Improve- 
ments and  have  a  large  winter  Crop  now  on  the  firound.  As 
i\  Citizen  and  a  Servant  of  Government  I  have  Claimed  its  Pro- 
tection and  Support  as  yet  in  Vain.  I  liave  made  a  Stand  as 
vet  at  the  Risk  of  my  life  and  Property  rather  than  flinch,  and 
am  now  under  the  severest  Threts  of  Being  expulsed.  Very 
Contrary  from  the  line  of  my  Conduct,  which  has  been  so 
strictlv  Confined  to  the  Letter  and  Intention  of  the  Law  in  mv 
Administration  that  I  wish  you  to  Call  on  them  to  mention 
one  Instance  of  Dejmrture  from  my  Duty. 

A  Considerable  Number  of  Pennsvlvania  Families  are  now 
here  in  a  most  distressed  Situation.  Some  that  has  Plantations 
up  the  River  near  Wylusing,  this  far  on  their  way,  who  are  not 
permited  to  gow  up  the  River  on  any  Pretense  whatever,  but 
must  all  Instantly  remove  from  here. 

Our  late  purchase  is  now  Setling  on  the  same  Plan.  Upon 
the  whole.  Gentlemen.  I  ho|>e  youM  now  be  Satisfactorily  con- 
vinced that  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  Pennsylvania  is  at 
Stake,  and  assure  you  that  I  am  with  every  sentiment  of  Re- 
spect, 

your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

David  Mkad. 


THE  COMMITTEE  TO  JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 


Wyomiso,  May  10,  1785. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  request  to  be  inform  d  of  what  we 
have  done  at  this  place,  we  would  just  tell  you  that  after  fre- 
quent Messages  passing  between  us  and  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  transact  with  us,  as  well  as  Verbal  Conferences,  they 
have  declared  their  intintions  of  submitting  to  the  Laws  and 
Government  of  the  State. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  we  have  not  that  satisfaction  which  we 
expecte<l.  But  we  hope  upon  seriously  considering  their  sit- 
uation they  will  submit ;  the  matter  will  soon  he  brought  to 
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JBitUf.  In  th*'  meantime  we  eameHtly  recoinniemi  to  all  the 
PennHV'lvuiiiAnH  whu  have  been  liriven  oft,  to  cease  froiu  all 
illegal  MeaHureH  aod  to  pursue  hnefliately  thoee  tliat  are  agrea- 
ble  to  Law  for  reilreM  of  their  grlevaneeis  and  we  doubt  not  In 
8o  doing  they  will  have  the  tlnii  nupport  of  tiovemment.  We 
are  jHst  setting  olT  for  Northuiuberlanil  and  eijieot  to  return 
to  Philadelphia  iu  U  or  7  davit. 

We  are  &c 
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WYoMtso,  Jfai/M,  1T85. 

DGITTLtCMRX;  From  a  multitude  of  np)iliratione  this  morn- 
ing I  teisued  a  precept  against  Eh'n  Johnson  lUid  John  tiansy, 
inaCaue  8o  plain,  I  thought  it  most  likely  to  take  on  complaint 
of  a  woman  whose  Cow  was  lately  taken  by  violence.  An  act 
like  that  I  exjKOted  the  i>eople  most  reatly  to  bear  their  t«i9ti- 
immy  agaiiixt,  on  the  other  hand  ({reat  denlarattons  of  ilislik^ 
hnx  iK'en  ma<le  against  Die  glariii»{  poiidunt  of  this  Johnson. 

Inclosed  1  transmit  Vim  a  note  to  (lolunel  Butler  and  Ca|)- 
taiii  Shott  in  jinrtinnlar,  forsupimrt  l)y  which  and  their  answer 
you  will  be  fully  Bat  isfyeil;  for  eieuse  they  doulit  my  authority. 
I  l>elieve  I  mentioned  to  you  that  numtiers  of  preceptearenow 
here  isHueil  iiy  Ma»{istrates  in  Hunlmry  and  Northiim'fl  Town 
not  cnmplyed  witli,  but  what  exfuee  for  mm-submission  to  the 
process  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  !  have  juot  re- 
<ieived  information  that  a  party  is  now  rnlleeting  to  driv*-  and 
distress  the  few  Peniiwylvanians  left.  I  prO|>oee  Sendhig  Mn*. 
Meail  and  Chililren  hixtnntly  out  of  the  way  and  Btan<l  inynelf 
as  long  nsany  kind  of  (irndence  will  dictate;  In  the  ineiintinie 
by  your  answer  I  esiM-ct  to  llnil  wether  I  nm  to  l>e  protected  or 
not  in  any  reasunalile  time ;  if  not  I  beg  that  on  your  arrival  at 
Philadelphia  thix  letter  be  presenteil  to  C<)uncil  as  a  token  of 
iiiy  resignation,  and  that  I  request  the  same  may  be  RenM. 

I  am  ill  Ihe  menu  time.  Gentlemen,  willi  the  greatest  re8i>ecl. 
Your  most  Humble  Servant, 

David  MHAn. 

X,  It.-Hineiliecn.ilusion  of  this  letter,  1  this  minuit  reed 
the  iiuist  ilri'iidfiil  aee'ts  of  dii-imler  commencing  by  the  most 
Imrri.l  dixtrcxs  i.f  ihe  few  families  yet  here,  and  I  am  in  fear 
of  bluoilshed  -ooii.  Iho"  you  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  stMir« 
110  jiaius  lo  convince  the  people  t-i  seek  mi  <)ther  than  legal  rn- 
-iret^s. 

i).  Mkai>. 
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Wyoming,  May  11,  1785. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  present  date  came  to  hand.  Observed  the 
Contents,  find  our  influence  is  lost,  as  the  people  deny  you  hav- 
ing any  legal  authority  to  act  until  it  is  proved  that  you  were 
leg-ally  elected. 

We  are  &c. , 

Zeb.  Butler, 

John  P.  Shott. 
David  Mead,  Esq. 

Wyoming,  May  11,  1785. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Constable  of  Stoke  this  inst.  reported  to 
ine  that  Ebenezer  Johnson  and  John  Gansy  are  his  regular 
prisoners  on  a  charge  of  Robbery ;  that  they  have  rescued 
themselves  in  the  most  violent  manner,  to  wit,  by  a  Cocked 
pistol  at  his  breast  with  the  most  severe  threats,  and  is  now 
under  the  necessity  of  supi>ort,  therefore  hope  you  will  use  your 
influence  and  exertions  to  deliver  the  offenders  in  safe  Custody 
again,  as  you  know  the  duty  of  the  people  in  such  Case. 

I  aiu  Yours, 

D.  Mead. 


DAVID  MEAD  TO  JOHN  BAYARD. 

Wyoming,  June  10,  1785. 

Honoured  Sir:  I  had  the  pleasure  to  Receive  your  Letter 
of  the  Third  Instant,  in  which  you  mention  your  hopes  that 
the  Supreme  Court  Setting  in  this  County  may  have  a  Good 
effect,  in  answer  to  which  at  present  I  can  only  make  a  few 
remarks  and  leave  you  to  guess  the  event. 

Not  one  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants  who  were  under  Re- 
cognizance for  their  a[)i)earance  at  our  Supreme  Court  have  a?  - 
peared  to  save  their  Bail,  neither  have  any  of  those  against 
whom  the  Process  Issued  by  our  Supreme  Judges  surrendered 
themselves  to  the  Sheriff*  In  fact  I  Believe  they  are  pursuing 
the  same  Object  of  that  when  you  were  liere,  Tho'  a  Different 
kind  of  Policy  seems  to  prevail  at  present. 

The  few  Pennsylvania  Families  that  were  not  Ousted  when 
you  were  here  were  obliged  to  Fly  about  the  time  of  my  last 
Letter  to  vou  at  Northumberland.  The  Sheriff  is  now  hero 
in  Order  to  apprehend  those  who  he  has  Process  against,  but 
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I  unilerstantl  they  nre  Go&n  to  the  Buah,  Aiiil  thu  Others  pre- 
teni)  8iiliiiiitu<ioii,Ho  that  most  Deplorable  U  the  present  aspect. 
However,  1  shall  write  to  yoii  af;ain  in  a  tew  [>ayB,  auil  in  the 
iiieanlime  hope  you'l  Inform  iiio  of  the  sentiment  of  Govem- 
utent  on  this  Ooeaxion,  with  your  advice  in  my  difficult  Situa- 

While  I  remain  with  every  ecntiiuent  of  Hespeot  your  Honor's 
most  Obedient  Huiubie  Serv't. 

David  Mbad. 
The  Hon'ble  John  Bayakd,  Enq'r. 

N.  B.— Since  the  cloxe  or  thie  Letter  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  hee  the  Sheriff  with  four  of  those  Ofleuders  in  Custody. 


DAVID  MEAD  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STATE. 

Philadklphia,  Auguall,  1785. 
Hix    Excellency    the    President    in>d    the    Supreme    Execulir* 
Council  : 

Grntlrmex:  The  ail<lresB  anil  Petition  of  the  subscriber,  a 
CitiEen,  a  Member  of  the  Boclttty  and  servant  o{  the  Commim- 
wealth,  most  respectfully  sheweth. 

That  his  singular  situation  is  such  that  in  the  fullest  Cimll- 
dence  of  the  Keuiitit  and  Protection  of  the  Laws  of  the  IStute 
he  has  Leifally  Poam-ssed  himHelf  utan<l  Cultivated  his  Proiierty 
under  the  Authority,  Title  and  Protection  of  your  Ooveru- 
menl,  much  of  his  goods  is  Taken  from  him  by  Violence,  his 
House  reduced  to  the  Nature  of  a  Gurrison  by  a  Lawless 
Baiidity.  He  hiis  Taken  Process  ugaiust  many  of  the  OfTendon>. 
tho'  to  no  purpose,  and  has  applyed  for  the  Relief  and  snp. 
j)ort  of  Goveniment  ns  yet  without  success. 

Therefore  your  Petitioner,  a  Member  of  the  t;<immunity 
always  ready  to  (.'ontributehisProportiou  towards  the  ejiieuwi 
of  Government  or  yield  his  Personal  service  when  requirnd, 
■ini-e  more  Hi'^s  your  luiuiediate  Inter)>osition  for  his  relii'f 
agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  the  Lond,  or  I^evise  such  Other  Mea- 
sures lis  in  your  Wisilom  may  be  thought  most  Proper  to  put 
him  on  u  footinj;  with  yi.ur  Other  Citizens,  save  his  house  from 
iH'c-oniinK  a  Sacrillse  to  Villin.,  Keiuiburse  himfcirhJBezpem<es 
funiishiuf;  I'litelii-euce,  fnudiuif  cviireHses,  Ice. 

An<l  your  i>eti(l<uier  ns  duty  Bound  will  Pray, 

Davjii  Mkah. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS.  655 


CAPTAIN  SHRAWDER  TO  COLONEL  BALLIET. 


May  11,  1786. 

Sir  :  As  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  undertake  the  Settle- 
ment of  my  Provision  Acc't,IVrill  endeavour  to  convey  as  clear 
an  Idea  thereof  as  I  can. 

Sometime  in  June,  1788,  Mr.  Weitzel,  the  Contractor  for  the 
Pennsylvania  ranging  Companies  at  Wyoming,  acquainted  me 
by  his  Issuer  to  forward  him  the  Returns  till  the  last  of  June, 
in  Consequence  whereof  he  received  Robinson's  and  my  own. 

Mr.  Weitzel's  issuing  Commissary  left  Wyoming  the  29  or  30 
of  June.  He  had  nothing  but  a  little  flour  on  hand  then;  ho 
therefore  spoke  before  his  Departure  to  one  Abel  Yarenton, 
an  Inhabitant  of  Wyoming,  to  procure  Provisions  until  Mr. 
Weitzel  would  send  him  up  again  with  a  fresh  Supply,  which 
would  be  very  shortly. 

Yarenton  trie<l  to  ])urchase,  but  got  none  for  want  of  Money. 
In  this  Dilemma  he  came  to  me  with  this  Report. 

The  President's  Orders  of  Marrjh,  '83, commanded  me  to  main- 
tain that  Post,  and  when  I  came  to  Philadelphia  in  May  follow- 
ing I  represented  to  Council  that  the  Soldiers  were  unruly  and 
claimed  their  Discharges,  as  they  heard  and  saw  those  of  the 
Continental  Army  return  home.  General  Irvine  and  some 
other  members  desired  me  then  to  try  to  keep  tlie  men  to- 
gether. I  therefore  looked  upon  mys«^lf  as  in  Duty  bound  to 
exert  myself  in  procuring  Provisions,  and  purchased  them  on 
my  own  Acc't,  but  as  my  troublesome  and  precarious  Situa- 
tion would  not  permit  me  to  leave  my  Post  to  purchase  to  the 
best  advantage,  1  hml  to  jmy  a  high  Price  for  it.  1  had  to  get 
superfine  Hour  for  want  of  other  in  Northampton  County,  and 
paid  twenty  Pounds  for  the  Transportation  of  two  Loails.  1 
sent  also  s»*vc  ral  Times  Horses  to  fetch  from  Northampton  and 
l>aid  20  per  Horse,  which  I  forgot  to  include  in  my  Acc't. 

In  August  I  went  to  Sunbury  to  urge  Mr.  Weitzel  to  forward 
Provisions  with  the  greatest  Expedition  to  Wyoming  and 
shewed  him  my  Acc't  of  Purchaoes.  He  then  inform<$d  me  that 
there  were  at  that  Time  a  Boat  on  the  Way  up  with  some  flour 
for  the  (farrison,  but  as  my  Purchases  came  high  he  said  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Contractorship. 

So  circumstanced  I  felt  much  perplexed,  I  knew  not  what  to 
do,  but  meeting  Fred'c  Antes,  Esq.,  of  North'd,  he  kindly  ad- 
vanced me  a  Sum  of  Money  an<l  on  my  Return  to  Wvoming   I 
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dispatched  Lieutenant  Erii  to  Philadelphia,  aoqnaintlnf;  HU 
Eioellenoy  th<^  PreBi<lt>nt  with  my  Siluatiou.  I  then  tvc'd 
£!KH>  from  Counoil. 

£ome  time  after  I  rec'd  a  Letter  from  the  Honble  General 
Aniistront;  informing  tnt'  thnt  I  wneapiioiiited  Captain  hi  Col- 
onel Moore 'h  Corps  of  P.  Infantry,  cliB-mian  me  at  the  aaior 
Time  to  Keep  it  xeoret  from  the  UfHcers  and  Men,  and  to  be 
vigilant  in  maintainini;  my  Post  and  nut  to  leave  it  by  any 
Means,  and  after  tlie  arrival  of  Colonel  Moore  I  d unit  not  quit 
it  again  to  look  after  my  afTulre.  When  I  desired  Captain  Rub- 
InHon  to  give  me  Returns  for  the  Provision  of  his  (lomp'y  lie  in- 
formed n)e  that  he  hail  given  them  to  Mr.  Weltzel.  who.on  pro- 
ducing them  at  Pliilod'u  reo'il  the  Pay  for  tlio  Proviaiona  of 
ilia  Coiiip'y.  So  that  I  have  now  to  hxik  only  to  Captain  Rob- 
fnuon  f<ir  the  I'rovision  issued  to  Ids  Comp'y  liy  my  Purchasing. 

Thus  ytm  see,  Sir,  by  tUia  long  Memorandum  that  I  did  not 
of  Choice  become  a  Conimisbary,  but  by  mere  Necewity. 

Jjost  Summer  Mr.  van  Camjien  took  my  Ace't  and  Muster 
Roll  to  Philad'a,  but  as  Mr.  Sicholson  then  was  very  busy 
au<l  Mr.  van  na,iii>eii  had  no  Time  to  stay,  tliey  were  laid  l>y 
in  tliuCompt'r  Gen'o  Oilier 

When  I  settled  for  my  Oomp  y  there  was  then  by  Mr.  Nich- 
olson's Settlement  due  me  tiVs  1«  r,,  besides  thirty  ouifht 
Pounds  Recruiting  Money. 

I  wonUI  beg  to  represent  my  Ca«e  and  prevail  on  Council  if 
(Kwsililf  to  allow  nie  out  of  the  ,tW)0  the  Amount  of  my  Aoc't, 
and  after  ileducting  the  Hallameiigaiust  meout  of  my  Pay,  t<) 
rwi'dve  a  Certillcate  for  the  Remainder  in  my  favour  and  also 
the  recriiiljng  Money. 

I  am  wiih  th<^  highest  Esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  oI>edient  and  Iiumble  Serv't, 

Phil.  Shrawdkr- 

Memorandiim  for  the  Hon'ble  Stephen  Balliet,  Esq. 


.lOHN  FRANKLIN  TO  WILLIAM  MONTGOMERY. 

Wyi)MIn((,  jHHe2Q,  ITStl. 
lilt:   I    I.HVe    hud    the  perusal  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Myers  of 
!•  with  great 
I  think 
[idertake  to  tell  iia  what 
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Congress  have  done,  what  the  Busquehanana  Company  has 
consented  to,  &c.,  and  what  his  Excellency  the  President  has 
authorized  you  to  inform  us  of. 

You  tell  us  that  Congress  have  resolved  to  grant  a  tract  of 
Country  Northward  of  Pennsylvania  and  Westward  of  New 
York  State  on  Lake  Erie,  to  the  Susquehanna  Company  in 
lieu  of  a  relinquishment  of  their  (viz.,  the  Company's  right), 
and  that  the  Susquehanna  Company  and  all  parties  are  satis- 
fied with  the  same. 

I  must  tell  you,  sir,  that  we  are  not  unacquainted  with  the 
resolutions  of  Congress,  or  proceedings  of  the  Susquehanna 
Company ;  your  representations  are  inconsistent  with  truth. 

The  votes  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  of  the  17  of  May 
last  may  convince  you  of  their  intentions.  A  copy  of  said  vote 
I  send  enclosed 

You  tell  us  that  you  expect  the  Wise  and  Virtuous  amongst 
us  will  avail  themselves  of  the  kind  intentions  of  Government 
and  thereby  secure  the  benefits  of  your  free,  equal  and  happy 
Constitution.  I  would  wish  to  be  informed  wether  the  removal 
of  six  thousand  souls  from  their  justly  acquired  habitation  at 
Wyoming  to  be  fixed  among  the  Natives  at  Lake  Erie  is  to 
such  Emigrates  the  enjoying  thebenetltaof  your  freeand  happy 
Constitution,  or  whether  your  Constitution  and  right  of  Gov- 
ernment extends  to  a  Territory  Northward  of  your  State  and 
Westward  of  New  York. 

You  Query  whether  it  will  satisfy  Allen  and  Franklin  and 
their  adherents  to  give  up  their  farms  (that  I  never  imagined, 
it  is  u  wrong  representation),  which  they  have  justly  acquired 
and  cultivated  at  Wyoming,  to  Pennsylvania  liand  Schemers 
and  run  our  chance  of  having  wild  Lands  on  the  hunting 
grounds  at  Lake  Erie ;  be  assured,  sir,  it's  no  Query  in  my  mind. 
I  expect  to  enjoy  my  Lands  here,  unless  legally  removed  by  a 
regular  course  of  Law  had  before  a  proper  tribunal. 

You  Query  that  whether  after  all  that  the  wisdom  and  for- 
bearance of  Government  can  do  for  us,  we  must  be  a  people 
devoted  to  hardships,  danger  and  devastation.  I  wish  you  had 
explained  yourself  more  fully  on  that  head,  whether  you  mean 
the  forbearance  that  you  saved  some  part  of  our  women  and 
children  alive  at  the  time  you  expelled  us  from  this  Country 
by  an  armed  force  in  the  year  '84,  or  whither  by  giving  us  Lib- 
erty to  have  a  being  in  that  part  of  God's  world  on  the  waters 
of  Lake  Erie.  Wonderful  forbearance  indeed.  You  threaten 
us  with  devastation  in  case  of  our  non-compliance,  but  let  me 
tell  you  sir,  that  we  disregard  your  threats. 

You  tell  us  you  are  authorized  by  a  letter  from  his  Excellency 
the   President  to  inform  us  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  and 
43-VoL.  XVIIL 


«8  MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS. 

the  Aeaurauoua  of  protection  from  tbe  Qoveroment.  I  would 
Inform  y^u  that  I  havehlsEioelienoy'eletter  of  tbe  12th  lum., 
now  Iwfore  me  (This  U  wroiit;  represented,  what  I  wrote  about 
CongreHS;  I  uaUl  I  had  from  good  authority  about  protection 
I  had  from  Connoil).  The  aiumranaes  given  ub  by  his  excellency 
and  Council  give  ua  the  greatest  Batlsfaotion,  but  his  excel, 
leiicy  does  not  Inform  ub  of  the  appointment  of  aBubstitateat 
Northumberland  to  acquaint  us  of  the  good  intcUtionB  of  Oov< 
emment.  &c. 

f  ou  also  recommend  that  we  demean  ourselveB  as  good  citi- 
zenB  and  not  be  drawn  from  our  allegiance  by  the  wild  achemes 
of  men  who  live  by  fiuhing  in  troubled  wateri ;  that  theiie  men 
when  diHtresB  ariaeth  will  leave  ua  to  ahift  for  oarselvesand 
hunt  out  a  new  soenu  In  which  to  exericBe  their  unhappy  talent. 
To  which  I  aUBWer,  It  ever  haB  been  and  still  is  our  desire  to 
demean  ourselves  as  good  Citizena  and  would  wish  to  be  pro- 
tectad  as  such,  though  we  are  sorry  to  say  wa  have  never  yet 
enjoyed  the  boneflts  of  your  Constltufion,  though  solemnly 
)i!ighted  to  UN. 

You  pretend  to  be  afraid  that  the  people  here  will  be  drawn 
from  their  allcgianoe  by  the  wild  schemes  of  men  who  live  by 
Ushing  in  troubled  waters.  Hail  you  been  honest  you  would 
have  naid  you  was  afraid  that  the  exortations  of  the  wise,  riglit- 
eousAnd  JiiHt  will  have  such  deep  impression  on  the  uiindH  of 
the  Koo<l  ]>eople  at  Wyoming  as  will  induce  them  to  stand  forth 
in  their  defence  in  a  just  and  righteous  cause,  and  overthrow 
the  helliHh  schemes  of  the  Land  monopolizers,  who  wish  to 
destroy  the  Yankees  from  the  face  of  the  Eartli  that  they  may 
enjoy  the  Lands  our  hands  have  cultivated  and  our  blooil  en- 
riched. 

You  further  pretend  tu  be  afraid  the  wild  schemers  (as  you 
terml  will  leave  the  people  at  Wyoming  when  danger  ariseth, 
I  believe,  sir,  it's  your  sincere  wish  that  the  wise  and  virtuouii 
would  withdraw  tlint  you  might  thereby  have  n  better  oppor. 
tmiity  of  drawing  the  more  ignorant  and  iunocent  jieople  into 
a  snare  and  persuade  them  to  give  up  their  all  for  a  Rattle 
Bos.  I  then  Query  whither  yon  would  not  cheat  that  from 
them,  provided  the  honor  of  land  schemers  only  could  Iw 
]ile<lge<l  for  the  delivery  thereof.  Hut  he  assured,  sir,  the  wise 
and  virtuous  will  not  withilraw.  We  have  been  Inured  to  dan- 
gers, hanlNliiii  and  devastations;  we  have  been  too  often  de- 
ceived by  your  jwoplii,  the  land  sehemers  as  well  as  by  Rome 
iif  the  Officers  of  the  Oovernment,  who  made  great  pretension 
of  Hone«ty,  Just  ire  nixl  Priendshi]i,  and  whose  fair  words  nnd 
Ihttti-riug  speeirhfH  are  not  t<)  In- helieved,  for  thus  saith  the 
Lord,  their  hearts  are  full  of  nil  manner  of  abominations. 
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Yoii  tell  lis  of  a  removal  by  Congress  from  your  State,  then 
advise  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  kind  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment and  secure  the  benefits  of  your  Constitution,  embrace  the 
offered  mercy,  relinquish  our  all  to  land  schemers  and  take 
Lands  at  Lake  Erie.  Pray,  Sir,  view  the  inconsistency  of  your 
letter.  How  in  the  name  of  God  do  you  expect  to  protect  us 
by  your  Constitution  when  we  are  out  of  your  State?  You 
tell  of  fishing  in  troubled,— it  reminds  me  of  the  words  of 
Nathan  to  King  David  (thou  art  the  man).  Let  me  tell  you  sir, 
that  we  esteem  ourselves  capable  of  transacting  our  own  busi- 
ness and  would  advise  you  to  avail  yourself  of  the  late  votes  of 
the  Susquehanna  Company  and  thereby  secure  your  land. 

I  wish  for  Peace  on  just  and  honorable  terms,  and  am  sir, 

your  humble  servant, 

John  Franklin. 

N.  B  —The  benevolent  intention  of  the  Company  to  your 
settlers,  and  particularly  to  yourself,  is  to  the  disadvantage  of 
my  honor  d  Father,  who  is  the  sole  owner  of  those  lands  you 
Claim  at  Mahonen. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susquehannah  pur- 
chase of  Lands,  legally  warned  and  held  at  Hartford,  May  17, 
1786. 

Col.  Gad  Stanley,  Moderator. 

VOTED,  That  all  i>ersons  settled  under  the  authority  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  not  actually  inhabiting  upon  that 
tract  of  the  country  on  the  westerly  waters  of  the  Susquehan- 
nah river,  and  purchased  of  the  natives  by  the  company  caird 
the  Susquehannah  company,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  fully 
established  and  confirmed  in  the  full  and  absolute  possession 
of  the  lands  by  them  actually  possessed  under  the  said  State  of 
Pennsvlvania. 

VOTED,  That  this  company  conscious  of  the  equity  of  their 
title  to  the  lands  bona  fide  purchased  of  the  natives,  and  sit- 
uate upon  the  waters  of  the  river  Susquehannah,  will  support 
and  maintain  their  claim  to  the  lands  aforesaid,  and  effectually 
justify  and  support  their  settlers  thereon. 

VOTED,  That  Samuel  Gray,  Esq.,  Col.  Thomas  Dyer  and 
Col.  Ebenezer  Gray  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee with  full  power  and  authority  to  make  out  a  list  of  all 
such  persons  as  are  proprietors  of  said  company,  and  have  i>aid 
taxes  agreeable  to  the  votes  of  said  company,  and  that  all  per- 
sons that  have  neglected  and  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  same  by 
the  first  day  of  September  next,  shall,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
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excluded  from  any  Hglit,  Interest  or  property  within  th«  terri- 
tory atoreiiaid— the  eald  list  of  proprietors  to  be  completed  by 
the  flrst  day  of  Septetnlier  neit. 
Extract  from  Kecordii. 

Samuel  Gbat,  Clerk, 


THE  CONFIRMING  LAW  OP  1787. 


An  act  for  aBoenaining  and  confirming  to  certain  Persons  called  Con- 
necticut claitnauts,  tbe  Lands  by  them  claimed  within  tbe  County 
of  Luserne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentloQed. 

SKCTioJf  1.  Whereas,  an  unliappy  dispute  for  mauy  years 
■subsisted  between  tile  province  and  State  of  Pennsylvania  oti 
one  part,  and  the  Colony  and  State  of  Connecticut  on  the 
other  part,  relative  tu  certain  lands  within  the  charter  bound- 
ary of  Pennsylvania,  but  which  were  claimed  by  Connecticut, 
as  fttiliug  withiu  the  Ihuits  of  Jit  charter,  which  dispute  wa» 
Anally  terminated  by  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Committaioneri' 
at  Trenton,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
beven  hundred  ami  eighty-two,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the 
articles  of  Confederation  of  the  United  States,  liy  which  de- 
oree  the  question  Itetwuen  llie  two  States  wns  decided  in  fav- 
our of  Pennsylvania;  And  vhereas,  l^efore  the  termination  of 
the  said  claim  of  Connecticut,  a  number  of  its  inhabitants  with 
their  nsHociate»i  settled  n|>on  and  improved  divers  tracts  of 
land  lying  on  or  near  to  the  Northeawt  branch  of  the  river  Sun- 
quehanna,  and  the  waters  thereof,  and  now  within  the  County 
of  Luzerne ;  And  whereas,  parts  of  the  same  lands  have  been 
claimed  under  titles  derived  from  the  late  proprietaries  of 
Penn»ylvauia,  and  these  interfering  claims  have  ocoasioneil 
much  contention,  Expense  ami  bloodshed,  and  this  assembly 
being  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  those  evils  by  conllruiiDK 
such  of  thf  Connecticut  claims  as  were  acquired  by  actual  set- 
tlers prior  to  the  termination  of  the  Naiil  dispute,  ugreeably  to 
the  i>etitiou  of  a  number  of  the  wiid  Hettlers,  and  by  grnntiiiK 
a  Just  coinijensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants;  AvI 
wheTi-nn,  the  landH  aforwiaid,  claimed  l)y  the  Conneeticut  set- 
tlers have  liei'u  usually  assigned  to  them  in  rights,  or  lots,  uf 
about  three  hundred  acres  each,  which  rights,  or  tuts,  h»v>- 
either  been  ent jre  or  in  two  or  more  divisions ;  therefore, 

Skction  3.    ]i>-  it  ewK-lfl.  anil  !l  in  hen-by  riHwted,  by  Oie  Jtep- 
rentntaiices  of  the  Freemen  '>/  tli-  VommonwealUi  o/  Pennsy.- 
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Vaninia  in  ti^iieral  Aiiembly  inel.  and  by  the  avtkorily  of  the 
same,  Tliat  all  the  said  righiH,  or  lots,  now  lyiug  wlihin  the 
Couuty  of  Luzerne,  which  wtre  ouctipied  or  ooquirtHl  by  Cou- 
neoticut  clniiiuints,  who  w^rf  actually  tiettlers  there  at  or  Iw- 
torvi  thti  term i nation  of  the  claim  or  the  Btate  of  Coniieotiout. 
by  the  decree  aforeealil,  anil  which  rights,  or  lots,  were  parti- 
onlarly  as8ignitd  to  the  naid  settlers  prior  to  the  said  decree, 
agreeably  to  the  regnlationn  then  in  force  among  them, )«  and 
they  are  hereby  oonfirmed  to  them  anil  tlieir  heirs  and  assigns ; 
Pfuvided,  that  all  tlie  riaimante  whose  lotx  are  hereby  con- 
firmed,  ttha]].  by  theniselveii,  guardianN,  or  other  lawful  agents, 
within  ciglit  months  next  after  the  iiassiuf;  uf  this  act,  prefer 
to  the  Coinmistiioners  hereinafter  mentioned  their  resjtective 
claima  to  the  lots  aforeiuiid,  therein  stating  the  gronndsof 
their  claims  and  snfflciently  describing  the  lotn  claimed,  so  that 
the  same  may  lie  made  known  and  ascertained,  and  Hiipjiort 
the   same  by  reasonalile  )iroofs. 

Skctios  3.  And  wluTfax^  it  will  be  necessary  to  institute  a 
Buminary  mode  of  ascertaining  and  establishing  the  right  of 
each  claimant.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
naid,  that  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Timothy  Picl^ering  and  Josepli 
Montgomery,  Esquires,  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  Coinniis- 
sionerf  for  the  purjKises  hereinafter  exjiresseil  and  declared  ; 
and  in  rase  ut  deatli,  alwence  or  refusal  to  serve,  of  any  or  all 
ot  the  haid  Commissioners,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
are  hereby  authorized  ami  required  to  supitly  the  vacancy  or 
vacancies  occn^iuneil  thereby  by  other  new  appointment  or 
appointments. 

Section  I.  And  l>e  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  tlie  t^aid  Commissi  oners  shall  repair  to  the  County 
of  Luzertie  wliliin  two  months,  next  after  the  jiaesing  of  tlds 
act,  and  at  such  place  within  the  same  county  and  at  sueli  time 
as  the  said  Com niisxi oners  shall  appoint  to  meet  to^etlier,  for 
tlie  puriiose  of  receiving  and  exainininR  the  claims  of  all  per- 
sons to  the  lots  intended  by  this  act  to  be  confirmed,  and  the 
sail!  Commissioners  are  hereby  em  ik>  we  red  to  a<ljourn  their 
meeting  from  time  to  time,  and  to  such  places  within  t lie  said 
county,  aw  they  Miall  judge  best  for  the  proper  and  H(jeeily  Ex- 
ecution of  Tlieir  ComralBslon  ;  and  that  all  jyersons  interested  in 
thi-  said  lots  may  be  dniy  notified  to  make  and  support  their 
claims  thereto,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  this  act ;  the 
saiil  Coininissioners  shall  cause  it  to  be  published  in  one  or 
more  of  the  newspapers  printed  itt  Pennsylvania  and  Connec- 
ticut, witii  an  advertisement  suiijoined.  Expressing  the  time 
and  place  pro|>ose(l  for  their  first  meeting,  and  copies  of  this 
Act,  and  of  the  said  advertisement,  shall  also  be  i>osted  up  at 
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BUndry  pl&oes  within  t)i«  luilil  county,  for  the  information  of 
tlie  inhablttiiitK.  And  tiie  Examinatiuu  of  the  salil  olaiinx  xltali 
be  i>y  witnegBOH,  on  their  oathn  or  afflnnationH  <whloh  the  ealtl 
GomnibBlonerfl  are  severally  ein[K>werfil  to  aduiiiiiBtt^r),  nii'] 
mich  other  Gvl^leiiceafiBhan  he  (iroiiuceil  to  the  said  Coiuiiiie- 
sionHrs,  or  which  tbeycan  obtain.  Andot«uch  olainia  a.t  shall 
he  Hupported  l)y  evidence  Batlafactory  to  tlie  said  CommiiMioii- 
ers,  or  any  two  of  them,  there  shall  l>e  made  a  fair  entry,  in 
which  the  lotN  ho  alahited  shall  he  deBcri1>ed,  and  In  Buch  a 
manner  that  the  same  may  he  clearly  known  and  aBcerlained. 
Provided,  that  where  two  or  moreolaimBof  Connecticut  claim- 
ants to  the  (tame  lot  shall  he  presenteil,  and  It  Blmll  api>ear  to 
tlie  Hiiid  OominiBslonerB  by  fatlsfactory  evidence  that  the  same 
lot  ought  to  1>e  confirmed,  agreeably  to  the  meaning  of  thie 
Art,  the}'  sliall  make  a  fair  entry  thereof  as  aforesaid,  and  if 
tite  several  claimants  agree  to  submit  tlieir  claims  to  tbe  de- 
termination of  the  saiil  ConinilBBioneni,  they  shall  proceed  to 
hear  atid  determine  the  same  uooordingly,  but  if  they  do  not 
thus  agree,  either  of  the  claimants  may  prosecute  his  claim 
in  the  p'''>l>^f  ooi""!  «»f  law,  as  in  oriiinary  rases  of  contested 
titles. 

SkctI'^N  -'■>.  Ami  lie  it  further  enacted  by  the  anthorlty 
aforesaid,  Tliat  the  said  Comiitsloners  be,  and  are  lierel>y  an- 
thori/ed  to  apjKiint  a  surveyor  or  surveyors  to  survey  all  the 
hits  a  foresail]  of  the  Ctninectlcnt  claimants,  and  the  surveys 
thereof  Bhalllie  returned  lo  the  said  OonimlssionerH  for  their 
Information  and  oBsHtance  in  prosecuting  their  enquiries  ami 
Examinations ;  the  Hurveys  of  such  of  the  said  lotf,  the  claims 
to  which  shall  l>e  admitted  by  the  said  Commissioners,  shall 
by  them  l>e  afterwarils  returned,  together  with  their  liook  of 
entries  describing  the  satne,  to  tlie  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
who  shall  cause  jMLtents  to  l>e  issued  for  their  confirmation,  and 
«ach  }>atent  shall  compndiend  all  the  i)arcele  of  land  which  are 
to  be  confirmed  to  the  same  claimant  or  Joint  cluiniants,  to 
whom  by  the  return  of  the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  the  same 
shall  be  found  to  belong,  and  for  each  i>atent  there  shall  be  ihilil 
I')  the  Secretary  of  tile  r<itnicil  tlie  sum  of  twenty  i^htllings. 
And  the  said  surveyors  tshull  appoint  proi>er  (i^rsons  for  their 
chain  carriers  and  markers,  iind  the  surveyoi-s,  chain  carrieri 
and  markers  shall  severallv  be  sworn  or  afflrmetl  before  a  Jiis- 
1  ice  of  the  Pence,  or  one  of  (he  said  n.immissioners.  faithfullv 
to  perform  th.-irrespeflive<liiri»s;  find  they  shall  be  a!lo»e,l 
a  reasonable  cumpeiisntioTi  for  their  Kervices,  to  be  fixi'ii  by 
the  said  roiiiiiiijsioners,  and  {laid  bv  the  claimants  aforesoM. 
whose  claims  t..  the  lands  so  wnrveyed  shall  be  admitted  us 
aforesaid,  and  upon  whom  the  same  shiill    be  api>orti-med   bv 
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the  said  Comiuissiouers   in  the  manner  they  shall  judge  most 
equitable. 

Skction  0.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
tuiid,  That  each  of  the  said  Commissioners,  before  he  acts 
under  his  commission,  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before 
one  of  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  or  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  diligently  to  proceed  in  the  busi- 
ness of  his  commission,  and  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine upon  all  claims  and  questions  which  shall  come  before 
him,  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  without  favour,  affection  or 
hope  of  reward. 

Section  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  said  Commissioners  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  for  a  clerk,  who  shall 
before  them  be  sworn  or  affirmed,  faithfully  to  register  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  stud  Commissioners,  in  pursuance  of  this 
Act. 

Skction  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  there  be  allowo<l  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
treasury  to  each  of  the  said  Commissioners  Twenty  shillings 
per  day,  and  to  the  said  Clerk  Fifteen  shillings  per  day,  for 
each  day  they  shall  be  employed  in  performing  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  this  Act. 

Section  9.  And  whereas^  the  late  Proprietaries  and  divers 
other  per&ons  have  heretofore  acquired  titles  to  parcels  of  the 
lands  aforesaid,  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  who  will  be  deprived  thereof  by  the  operation  of 
this  Act,  and  as  justice  requires  that  compensation  be  made 
for  the  lauds  of  which  they  shall  thus  be  divested,  and  as  the 
State  is  possessed  of  other  lands  in  which  an  equivalent  may 
be  rendered  to  the  claimants  under  Pennsylvania,  and  as  it 
will  be  necessary  that  their  claims  should  be  ascertained  by 
a  proper  examination.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  all  persons  having  such  claims  to  lands  which 
will  be  affected  by  the  operation  of  this  Act,  shall  l>e  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  by  themselves,  guardians  or  other 
lawful  agents,  within  twelve  months  from  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  to  present  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Property,  therein 
clearly  describing  those  lands,  and  stating  the  grounds  of  their 
claims,  and  also  adducing  the  proper  proofs,  not  only  of  their 
titles,  but  of  the  situations,  qualities  and  values  of  the  lands  so 
claimed,  to  enable  the  Board  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  their 
claims,  and  of  the  quantities  of  vacant  lands  proper  to  be 
granted  as  equivalents. 

And  for  every  claim  which  shall  be  admitted  by  said  Board, 
as   duly  supported,  the  equivalent  by  them  allowed,  may  l^e 
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taKeu  either  in  the  olO  or  uew  purohase.  at  the  option  of  th« 
eiaiiuant ;  aail  warrantB  and  pattintB  and  all  other  aotu  of  the 
public  offlcea  relating  thereto,  shall  be  performed  free  of  Ex- 
pense. The  said  Board  shall  also  allow  guoh  a  quantity  of  va- 
cant land  to  bd  added  to  such  equivalent  as  shall  in  their  judff- 
int>nt  be  equal  to  the  eipences  which  must  neoe8»>arily  be  in- 
curred in  locating  and  eurveying  the  same.  And  that  tbe 
Board  of  Property  may  iu  every  case  obtain  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  quality  and  value  of  the  land,  which  shall  be 
(claimed  as  aforesaid,  under  the  proprietary  titl«,  they  may 
require  the  CommisHioners  aforesaid,  during  their  sitting  in 
the  said  County  of  Luzerne,  to  make  tbe  necessary  enquiries 
by  the  oaths  or  afflruiationeof  lawful  witnesses  to  aseertain 
those  points ;  and  It  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  said  Cominiasion- 
ere  to  enqaire  and  report  acconilngly. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

Thomas  Mifflis,  Speaktr. 

Enacted  intoa  law  at  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  the  twenty- 
eiglith  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  onr  Iiurd  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

Peter  Zachart  Lloyd, 
Clerh  of  the  Oeneral  Ansembly. 


The  Vote  on  the  Foregoing  Act. 
Yens. 
William  Will,  City  of  Philwl^-lphia. 
Robert  Morris,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Tliomns  Pitzsiimiions,  City  o(  Philadelphia. 
George  Clymer.  City  of  Philadel|.hiR. 
Jacob  Hiltiheimer,  City  ot  Phllailelphia. 
Ifa4ic  Gray,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
VVilliain  Bohinson,  Jun.,  County  of  Phiiadelphia. 
John  Salter,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Gerirge  Lo^an,  County  of  Phiiadeliihio. 
Samuel  Pimlke,  Bucits  county. 
Oii^rai'dus  Wynkoop,  Buckn  county. 
John  Chapuinu,  Bucks  county. 
Valentine  Upp,  Bucks  county. 
Jamt'.'4  Moore,  Chester  county. 
Rifhard  Willing,  Chester  county. 
R<)bert  Ralnton,  Chester  county. 
Samuel  Evans.  Chester  county. 
Richard  Thomas,  Chester  county. 
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Townsend  Wheleii,  Chester  county. 

Alexander  Lowrey,  Lancaster  county. 

Adam  Hubley,  Lanca.t»ter  county. 

Joseph  Work,  Lancaster  county. 

Georjfe  Ross,  Lancaster  county. 

David  McConaughy,  York  county. 

Michael  Schrayser,  York  county. 

David  McClellan,  York  county. 

Joseph  Lilley,  York  county. 

Henry  Tyson,  York  county. 

Adam  Eichelberger,  York  county. 

Daniel  Clyraer,  Berks  county. 

Peter  Trexler,  Jun. ,  Northampton  county. 

John  Canan,  Bedford  county. 

Hugh  H.  Brackenridge,  Westmoreland  county. 

Charles  Moore,  Montgomery  county. 

Samuel  Wheeler,  Montgomery  county. 

Jacob  ReifiT,  Montgomery  county. 

Nays. 

Robert  Whitehill,  Cumberland  countv. 
Thomas  Beale,  Cumberland  county. 
Thomas  Kennedv,  Cumberland  countv. 
David  Mitchell,  Cumberland  county. 
Gabriel  Hiester,  Berks  county. 
David  Davis,  Berks  county. 
Robert  Brown,  Northampton  county. 
Peter  Burkhalter,  Northampton  county. 
John  Piper,  Bedford  county. 
Joseph  Powell,  Bedford  county. 
'Frederick  Antes,  Northumberland  county. 
Samuel  Dale,  Northumberland  county. 
William  Findley,  Westmoreland  county. 
James  Barr,  Westmoreland  county. 
Alexander  Wright,  Washington  county. 
John  McDowell,  Washington  county. 
John  Flenniken,  Washington  county. 
James  Allison,  AVashington  county. 
Theophilus  Philips,  Fayette  county. 
John  Gilchrist,  Fayette  county. 
Abraham  Smith,  Franklin  county. 
Robert  Clark,  Dauphin  county. 
Jacob  Miley,  Dauphin  county. 
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ADDRESS  OF   CAPTAIN   JOHN    JESKIN8    AT    FOETV 
FORT  IN  FEBRUARY,  1T87. 

We  will  gladly  aooept  Riiy  proposition  that  will  bring  peace, 
quiet  US  in  our  posseBsions  ami  protect  iin  in  our  titles.  Thla 
in  all  vre  aKk  now ;  it  is  all  vf.  have  asked  from  the  iM^ginning. 
Suppoue  we  accept  of  the  terms  proposed,  what  guaranty  hav« 
we  that  Penusylvania  will  keep  hei- plighted  laithf  8h«  hae 
forfeitt^d  her  honor  to  us  time  and  again.  If  we  aocept  the 
provitiions  of  the  proposed  law,  when  she  finds  we  are  tied 
hand  and  foot,  she  will  repeal  it  and  leave  us  again  without 
remedy  or  hope,  except  in  ourselves.  We  have  repeatedly 
had  assurance  of  the  deeire  of  Pennsylvania  to  have  this  con- 
troversy settled,  but  the  measures  proposed  and  the  men  sent 
here  to  effect  such  Settlement  have  i^hown  us  that  they  will 
never  Im  satisfied  except  wilh  our  expulsion  from  our  lends, 
and  our  total  ruin,  which  we  will  never  agree  nor  submit  to. 
Our  fathers  have  been  imprisoned,  robbed  and  whipped  by  the 
Pennuylvanians ;  our  pui'lio  i>apers  have  been  wickedly  taken 
from  us;  they  have  plundered  our  settlements,  burnt  our 
towns,  tnkt-n  the  lives  of  our  friends  and  brethren  ;  driven  our 
old  men.  women  and  children  into  the  wilderness  at  the  )>oint 
of  the  bayonet,  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  i>erfldy 
scarcely  )>aralleled  fu  the  most  barbarous  ages  and  totally 
unworthy  the  lead  of  a  civilized  State  or  nation.  We  have 
petitioned  in  our  most  humble  termc  for  a  redress  of  our  griev- 
ances, and  to  be  secured  in  our  pro{>erty,  our  lives,  and  our 
[K>ssessions,  and  our  petitions  have  l)een  treated  with  insult 
and  contempt,  an<l  been  rejected.  They  still  continue  in  their 
endless  persecution  with  oliHtinate  fury  and  uncontrollable 
opiiression. 

And  yet  in  the  face  of  all  these  (acts,  all  this  perfidy,  all  thew 
crimes,  we  nrn  again  calle<i  upon  liy  their  jxri^trators  to  give 
up  our  titles,  an<I  all  claims  and  rights  under  them,  anil  rely 
uiK>n  the  clemency  of  Pennsylvania  fur  any  future  titles  or 
rights  to  our  lands.  Goil  forbiil"  that  we  should  be  foolish 
enough  to  do  anvthini;  of  this  kind.  The  blood  of  the  mariyrs 
k1i.>  havi.  fallen  in  defence  of  iiur  rights  would  cry  tr.  ur.  from 
the  ground  should  u'e|>ermic  their  widows  and  ortiimn  children 
to  he  .iriven  from  th.-ir  home  and  posj^e^si.ms  out  into  the  wide 
world  to  jii-rlsh  or  hncome  a  pnhlic  burdi'ii. 

Wimt  new  plan  clo  they  propose  to  us  now!-     >'othiiiii  Inn  lo 
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quiet  lis  in  our  possessions  for  a  short  period  until  we  give  up 
our  titles  and  they  can  devise  and  put  into  execution  some  new 
plan  for  our  expulsion.  We  have  too  often  experienced  the 
bad  faith  of  Pennsylvania  to  place  confidence  in  any  new  mea- 
sure of  her  Legislature,  and  if  they  shall  enact  a  quieting  law 
they  will  repeal  it  as  soon  as  the  Connecticut  settlers  submit 
and  are  completely  saddled  with  the  laws  of  the  State.  What 
security  have  we  if  we  comply  with  their  proposals  and  put 
ourselves  in  their  power,  that  the  State  will  not  repeal  the 
law  and  deal  as  treacherously  with  us  as  in  the  case  of  Arm- 
strong? 

The  only  safe  course  for  the  settlers  to  pursue  is  to  stand  by 
their  titles  and  possessions  until  Pennsylvania  shall  find  it  to 
be  her  interest  to  do  them  justice  by  acknowledging  their 
rights  and  establishing  them  through  proper  legislation. 
Whenever  she  shall  do  this,  there  will  be  an  end  of  the  con- 
troversy. If  it  be  the  disposition  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania  to  do  us  justice,  as  stated  by  Colonel  Pickering, 
she  can  do  It  in  that  way  and  thus  end  all  further  trouble  and 
annoyance  to  either  party.  But  the  proposal  is  to  bind  us  and 
leave  Pennsylvania  free,  to  have  us  surrender  our  titles  and 
trust  to  Pennsylvania  for  another,  and,  as  the  gentleman  says, 
a  better  title.  This  we  will  never  subipit  to.  We  have  fought 
too  long  and  shed  too  much  of  the  blood  of  our  best  inhabi- 
tants, and  sacrificed  too  much  in  defence  of  our  titles  and  pos- 
sessions to  tamely  yield  them  up  to  the  threats  or  entreaties  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  we  will  never  do  it.  Ail  we  ask  is  justice, 
and  that  is  in  her  hands  to  grant  at  any  moment.  If  she  will 
not  grant  us  this  she  must  put  up  with  the  consequences. 


REPORTS  ON  LUZERNE  LANDS. 

(No.  1.) 

September  2\,  1787. 
The  Honcrable  the  Board  of  Property : 

Gkntlkmkn  :  We  have  received  the  general  order  of  your 
Board  dated  the  7th  day  of  July  last,  and  your  particular  re- 
quest of  the  10th  instant,  relative  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  David 
Mead  to  lands  within  this  County,  and  in  conformity  there- 
with make  the  following  Report : 

To  avoid  tedious  descriptions  in  every  case  we  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  throw  the  different  sorts  of  land  into  classes  and 
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eetimate  their  Annual  avpraK«  |>ro<1uct  under  the  common  cul- 
tivation of  yannent  in  geDeral,  anil  without  manuring. 

1st  Tiltage.~'La.'nd  of  the  flret  quality  is  to  l>«  considered  as 
protlucing  hj  the  acre,  20  bushelH  of  Wheat,  or  of  Rye,  or  30 
bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  or  300  lbs  of  flax,  and  meadow  land  of 
the  first  quality  as  producing  3  Tons  of  English  hay  i>er  acre- 

M  Tillage.— hMiil  of  the  second  quality  as  pro<lacing  30 
bnshels  of  Indian  Com,  or  IS  hiixhels  of  Wheat  or  Ry«,  or  100  Iba 
of  flax  per  acre,  and  meadow  land  of  the  second  quality  ae  pro- 
ducing one  Ton  of  Bnglitili  hat-  per  acre. 

The  other  kinds  of  land  luay  most  acauralely  be  estimated 
by  considering  their  proportiouate  value  compared  with  land 
of  the  flrst  or  second  quality. 

On  these  princi  pies  we  have  obtained  informatlOD  ui>on  oath 
relative  to  the  lands  claimed  by  Mr.  David  Meade,  and  find 
that  his  surveys,  numbered  32  and  33,  lyingtogether  below  the 
Town  plot  of  Wilkesburgh  containing,  \'lz. : 

„,    ,  I.         ,  (20  acres  of  meadow  land. 

Ot  tl„  l.t  qunl.ty  olHiut  ■   „      ,,„       tillage     <io. 

,1„.     M        Jo.        .lo.     ."■"'      •!"       Tillage     ,lo. 
I  20      do.      mea<lov  do. 
do.    3d        do.        do.  SO      do.      pasture  and    woodland, 

worth  about  two-thirde  «»  much  per  acre  as  land  of  the  Heoond 

The  viihie  of  this  land  Is  not  so  easy  to  Estimate,  very  little 
land  in  the  settlement  having  been  sold.  One  piece  of  flat  of 
the  flrst  quality  in  Wilkesburgh  sold  last  winter  at  alrant  S2s. 
M.  an  acre :  another  piece  of  like  quality  has  lately  been  bar- 
gnined  for  at  80s.  per  acre. 

To  fli  a  mnrket  price  more  sales  woul<l  be  requisite.  If  we 
attempt  to  set  its  ready  money  value  we  shall  substitute  eon- 
jectnre  in  the  place  of  substantial  facts,  and  those  above  stH  ted 
we  believe  will  be  considered  by  your  Honorable  board  as  bet- 
ter grounds  on  which  to  estimate  an  equivalent  thau  our  own 
opinions. 

We  have  tile  Honor  to  lie 

Vour  most  (>b"t  Servants, 

Timothy  Pickkbiso, 
Wm.  Mostoomkrt, 
Stkphkx  Ballikt. 

(No.  2.) 
Tf>  Ifie  mtwrnhU  Uir  lir^anl  nf  Propfiln  : 

Grxtlbmrx;  We  have  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  directf, 
relative  tothe  lands  clainieil  I'v  David  Meade,  Esq.,  in  Lack- 
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awanack  or  Pittstown,  of  which  he  produces  a  survey  of  295 
acres  and  allowance.  This  survey  contains  about  25  acres  of 
meadow  land,  which  when  cleared  may  on  an  average  pro- 
duce 26  cwt.  of  English  hay  per  acre  annually,  and  about  270 
acres  of  rough  woodland,  very  little  of  which  will  admit  of  cul- 
tivation, but  has  growing  on  it  white  oak,  black  oak  and  hard 
pine,  of  which  the  latter  would  yield  some  saw  logs. 

We  also  find  there  is  a  commodious  Mill-seat  on  a  branch  of 
Laekawanack  running  through  this  survey,  and  about  thirty 
rods  above  its  junction  therewith. 

After  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  of  our  evidence 
relative  to  this  claim  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  land  and 
Mill-seat  are  of  the  value  of  about  Two  hundred  i)ounds. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  msot  Obed't  Servants, 

Timothy  Pickering, 
Stkphkn  Balliet, 
Wm.  Montgomery. 

(No  8.) 

The  Honorable  the  Board  of  Property  : 

Gentlemen  *  We  have  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  directs,  rel- 
ative to  the  lands  claimed  in  this  County  by  Robert  Martin, 
Esqr. ,  and  find  that  the  lot  he  claims  below  the  Town  plat  of 
Wilkesburgh  contains  about  25  acres  of  meadow  land  and  about 
10  acres  of  tillable  land  of  the  firist  quality  and  about  85  acres 
of  the  second  quality,  and  from  ten  to  fifteen  acres  of  pasture 
and  woodland  of  about  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  land  of  the 
second  quality.  And  that  the  lot  he  claims  above  and  includ- 
ing a  part  of  the  Town  plat  of  Wilkesburgh,  contains  about 
ten  acres  of  meadow  of  the  ftrst  quality  and  about  15  acres  of 
about  the  live-eights  of  the  value  of  land  of  the  second  quality. 
The  upper  line  of  the  lot  first  above  mentioned  is  struck  by 
Wilkesburgh  river  road,  about  forty  rods  below  the  Town 
plat.  To  enable  your  Honorable  Board  to  fix  the  value  of 
these  lands  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  first  report  of  this 
dav  on  the  claim  of  Mr.  David  Meade.  We  have  the  Honor  to 
be.     Your  most  Obed't  8er\'ants, 

Timothy  Pickering, 
Stephen  Balliet, 
Wm.  Montgomery. 

(No.  4.) 

The  Honorable  Board  of  Property : 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  directs,  rel- 
ative to  the  lands  claimed  by  Joseph  Salmon  in  behalf  of  the 
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heirs  of  John  Salmon,  deceased,  lying  fQ  Nantiooke  or  Han- 
over, aboQt  iwo  inilea  and  a  hall  below  the  Town  of  WilkeB- 
burgh,  nnd  find  that  it  contains  about  140  acres  of  the  first 
quality  and  73  acres  of  the  Benond  quality,  incladlug  an  latand 
called  Buttonwood  Island. 

To  enable  your  honorable  Board  to  Qx  thn  valae  of  these 
landB  we  beg  leave  to  refer  yon  to  our  first  report  of  this  day 
on  the  claim  of  Ur.  David  Meade. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  most  Obed't  Servants, 

Timothy  Pickerihq, 
Btrphek  Ballibt, 
Wm.  Mostgomkby. 
(No  5.) 
7%e  Honorable  the  Board  of  Property  : 

(iE2!TLSMB»  :  We  have  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  directs,  rel- 
ative to  the  claims  of  David  Fowler,  and  Report  that  the  laud 
claimed  and  shewn  by  said  Fowler  lies  on  both  sides  of  Toby's 
Creek,  in  Kingston,  on  the  west  side  of  the  River,  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  Wilkesburgb,  and  consists  of  about  ont> 
hundred  acres  of  good  upland,  and  sixty  acres  of  good  meadow, 
the  whole  of  four-flfths  of  the  value  of  land  of  the  first  quality, 
described  In  our  first  report  on  David  Meade's  claims. 

(No  6.) 
We  also  report  on  the  claims  of  Dr.  William  Plnnkett ;  that 
the  land  claimed  and  shewn  as  his  property  lies  on  Toby's 
Creek,  in  Kingston,  about  one  mile  and  tliree  quarters  from 
Wilkesburgh,  and  consists  of  about  70  aoreg  of  good  upland 
and  SO  acres  of  good  meadow,  each  of  four-fifths  of  the  value 
of  land  of  the  first  quality,  described  in  our  first  report  above 
mentioned,  and  of  about  40  acres  of  one-fifth  the  value  of  the 
two  former  parcels. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Obed't  Servants, 

Timothy  Pigkrriuq. 
STRPHE^r  Ballikt, 
Wm.  Moktoohery. 
P.  S.— The  claim  of  Dr.  Plunket  Is  said  to  be  in  the  right  o( 
George  Field. 

(No.  7,) 

Septfmher  32,  178T. 
J5W  Bonorabte  the  Board  of  Property: 
OBBTLBKBH  :  We  liave  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  ilirects,  rej- 
k.tit  ttMaUnuof  Wm.  Maciay.  Esq..  in  right  of  Joseph 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS.  671 

Wheeler,  and  Rei>ort  that  the  land  claimed  and  shown  to  be 
the  right  of  said  Wheeler,  Bitnate  on  the  west  side  of  the  River 
in  the  upper  ^mrt  of  Shawanee  or  Plymouth,  three  miles  and 
a  half  from  Wilkesburgh,  consists  of  two-third  parts  thereof 
of  the  first  quality  and  the  remainder  of  the  second  quaHty, 
containing  in  the  whole  by  information,  one  hundred  and  nine 
acres  and  116  p.  ;  for  determining  the  value  of  these  lands  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honors  to  our  first  Report  of  yesterday. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  most  Obed  't  Servants, 

Timothy  PicKERiiia, 
Stephen  Balliet, 

WM.    MONTeOMERY 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  LANDHOLDERS. 


[Read  November  23,  1787.] 

To  the  hon.  the  general  Assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penri' 
sylnania^  the  representation  and  petition  of  ttundry  Land- 
holders in  the  County  of  Luzerne  : 

Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent  that  they  have  the 
most  serious  apprehensions  for  their  property  and  for  the 
I>eace  of  the  State  in  consequence  of  a  clause  introduced  into 
the  bill  relating  to  that  county  now  depending  before  your 
hon.  house ; 

That  they  conceive  the  laws  last  past  on  that  subject  are  of 
the  Nature  of  a  solemn  compact  between  this  independent 
State  and  a  body  of  citizens  of  another  independent  State  con- 
nected with  and  acknowledged  by  this  commonwealth ; 

That  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  Pennsylvania  they 
fear  the  ex  pence  of  a  large  and  i>ermanent  force  will  be  nec- 
essary to  crush  an  op^wsition  rendered  more  firm  and  deter- 
mined by  breach  of  public  faith,  destructive  of  all  confidence 
in  this  government ; 

That  the  law  of  1787,  by  dividing  the  opposition,  has  rend- 
ered the  business  of  reducing  the  late  intruders  easy,  certain 
and  much  less  expensive  to  Pennsylvania  than  any  other  mode 
that  can  be  a^lopted ; 

They,  therefore,  most  earnestly  pray  your  hon.  house  not  to 
alter  in  any  particular  the  footing  on  which  the  actual  resi- 
dents in  the  County,  before  the  decree  of  Trenton,  were  placed, 
as  they  are  perfectly  convinced  and  i^atislied  that  it  will  ren- 
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tier  nagtktory  any  eoinpeiuation  the  Blat«  nuy  oa«r  to  tlM 
PeDDMylTaniauN,  and  llually  prove  the  moot  lujarioii*  And  ex- 
penalTe  mode  that  can  be  pursued. 

They  beg  leave  farther  to  pray  that  aa  atteDtiou  to  eom- 
pengating  their  joat  demands  on  the  Htate  mny  not  ao  far  inlla- 
ence  the  honorable  hottse  as  to  iodnee  to  take  any  roea«nrc«al 
thli  time  In  their  favor.  It  it  ia  to  lead  the  legialatnre  into* 
breach  of  the  sacred  obligations  of  public  fallh- 

Bam'ij  Mkrkdith, 
Tekch  Coxe, 
Beubk>'  Haisks, 
TE3fCU  Prascis, 
Levi  Hollixosworth, 
Jobs  Sitorkatk, 
Tho's  Affleck. 


OBBERVATIONB  OF  THE  ROAD  COMMITTEE. 

ObiervaUona  by  the  aommittee  of  the  lattd-holders  on  the  utility 
and  importanae of  the  roada  proponed  to  be  laidopenin  North- 
ampton and  Luzerne. 

It  la  of  conHeqiience  to  the  public,  lu  well  as  the  land -holders, 
that  an  a<le<inate  lili-a  should  be  formed  ot  the  Importance  of 
having  rowlH  laid  out  and  opened  in  the  coantieH  of  Northamp- 
ton anil  Luzernf,  lietween  the  rivers  Pelaware  and  Susque- 
Imiina- 

If  the  espence  to  the  public  bean  objection,  we  are  fortunate 
in  liavinK  thought  of  an  adequate  meanB  of  obviating  it.  Let 
UH  HnptKMw  Meven  hundred  ftnil  fifty  pounds  to  l>e  granteil  in  aid 
of  tliH  plan.  Blxty  tracts  of  four  hundred  acres  each,  at  the 
rate  of  the  old  purchase,  being  ten  poundH  certificate  per  hun- 
dred acres, 'and  live  t>ound8  {ler  tract  for  warrants  and  patents, 
will  pnuluce  a  greater  Hum.  besides  the  benefit  of  sinking  one 
IhiiuMind  nine  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  more  in  certiflcutes. 
For  example, 

Certificates.  Specie. 
AO  tracts  of  400  arres,  at    £40  ix-r  tract  is,       £S400 
(Vrtillcatt's  being  about  4b.  per  20«.  deduct*.         |j)oq 
4-.tthH  to  make  it  H|ieeie,  which  will  be  sunk, ' 

£480 

60  warrants  at  MIk  and  (K)  jtatentx  at  UOs.,  300 

Wbenoe  It  appean  there  will  iHtriunkln  xpecie,  £780 
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Now  if  we  consider  the  iiuantity  of  vacant  lands  which  lie  in 
the  intervals  of  Northampton  and  Luzerne,  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  but  that  sales  in  consequence  of  such  capital  and 
extensive  roads  going  thro'  the  centre  of  bo  great  a  country, 
will  take  place,  to  the  amount  of  sixty  tracts,  or  twenty -four 
thousand  acres.  But  when  we  recollect  that  it  is  part  of  the 
plan  to  extend  the  road  over  to  Tioga  Point,  which  will  lead 
the  population  and  purchases  into  the  district  of  William 
M'Clay,  Esquire,  being  No.  1  in  the  new  purchase,  where  the 
lands  will  probably  be  from  thirty  |)ounds  yter  hundre<l  acres, 
down  to  twenty  or  fifteen  pounds,  we  cannot  have  the  least 
doubt  that  the  state  will  be  immediately  refunded  all  its  ad- 
vances, and  sink  a  handsome  part  of  its  debt  in  certificates 
besides. 

A  second  object  of  great  importance  at  this  moment  is  the 
effect  this  measure  will  have  in  quieting  any  remaining  dis]:>osi- 
tions  to  disorder  in  the  count v  of  Luzerne.  A  new,  easv 
road  will  be  opened  from  the  thick -settled  and  well-affected 
counties  of  Philadelphia,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  &c.,  and  from 
the  lower  parts  of  Northampton  county  to  Tioga,  by  which  u 
force,  if  necessary,  may  be  rapidly  moved  to  that  place.  Dis- 
turbances will  be  rendered  much  more  improbable  and  less 
clangerous  from  the  constant  progress  of  settlement  under 
Pennsylvania  titles  in  the  parts  of  Northampton  and  Luzerne, 
which  lie  on  and  near  the  courses  of  the  proposed  roads.  This 
consideration,  it  is  conceived,  is  of  great  consequence. 

These  roads  will  necessarily  be  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  in  extent ;  and  the  country  through  which  they  are  to  be 
laid  out  is  above  seventy  miles  in  length,  north  and  south,  and 
about  sixty  miles  wide  on  a  medium,  and  consequently  contains 
four  thousand  two  hundred  square  miles,  or  about  two  millions 
eight  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land.  How  grand  an  object 
then  <loes  this  appear  to  the  manufactures,  internal  and  foreign 
commerce,  agriculture  and  general  resources  and  powers  of  the 
state. 

If  we  extend  the  idea  further,  as  we  justly  may,  to  the  numer- 
ous tracts  of  land  belonging  to  New  York,  which  lie  on  the 
Delaware,  Susquehanna  and  Tioga  Rivers,  from  the  first  To 
the  hundredth  milestone,  we  shall  see  the  imiK>rtance  of  this 
plan  in  yet  stronger  light.  We  shall  at  once  jwrceive  that  a 
very  large  part  of  the  state  of  New  York  will  be  rendered,  as 
to  all  purposes  of  commerce,  a  part  of  Pennsylvania  by  these 
roads,  and  by  the  improvements  of  the  naviaration  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  Susquehanna,  which  the  settlement  of  this  country 
will  enable  and  induce  the  owners  to  effect. 

A  great  part  of  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts, 
4a~VoL.  XVIII. 
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ami  IiKarly  the  wliolo  of  Coimeotlont  ami  Rlioile  Islautl.  lie  dae 
vAttt  of  the  Lands  thru'  which  these  mails  are  proponed  loiMUMt; 
so  that  all  the  eiiiigrHntx  from  those  partm,  now  known  to  im 
fill)  of  Inhabitants,  will  ht  Induced  by  gooil  roads  to  take  this 
country  in  their  way  westward,  wliich  will  g\va  Peiinsyl%'ania 
a  great  opitortuntty  of  acquiring  settlers,  citizens  and  taxaliles. 
It  is  conceived  that  time  should  not  )>>•  lost,  for  by  ifetting  thi.- 
start  of  a  seaaott  we  may  turn  the  tide  of  emigration  into  this 
rliannel. 

From  the  lialiitH  of  our  own  countrymen,  meat  lias  l>«ci>iiic 
an  in[lisi>eu.'<ibleartiule  to  our  lahorertt  and  liireil  liands.  Tin- 
settlement  of  the  country  under  consideration  appi'ard  there- 
fort*  of  greatimportanrielothe  manufacturers  of  Pennsylvaiiin, 
for  it  ii«  well  knoivn  to  contain  a  great  projmrtlon  of  meadow 
ami  jioature  liitids.  and  of  course  tliat  it  is  adapted  to  rniciiiK 
caitle.  It  is  isurely  a  matter  much  to  he  demired  that  the 
farmers  <)f  New  England  may  iw  induced  to  settle  among  lis  wn 
(^itizeiiH  of  Pennsylvania,  and  furnisli  ns  with  thia  important 
article  of  domeHtic  supjtort  and  foreign  commerce,  wliioli  ive 
hiive  been  tiseil  to  obtain  from  t)rh''r  quarters,  espi-ciiilly  lu;  \ti- 
have  several  millions  of  acrea  snitabl>>  for  breeding  ami  rtiipiiii; 
cattle.  At  present  we  are  triliwtfiry  to  foreign  counlrii'ii  for 
barreled  beef,  which  is  imiK>rt<^d  from  Ireland  liy  a  voyage  of 
tliree  thousand  miles. 

A  road  to  Tioga,  whose  waiern  nearly  approach  tho'»e<)f  I.iakt> 
Ontario,  ap|iearsto  be  of  great  iin^iortance  to  our  Indian  iraile. 

Tho'  it  Im  very  pr<)l.able  that  the  most  eligible  will  In- 
through  the  Sinnemahoning  riv*T,  yet  the  chances  of  ^i^tiriiig 
that  traile  will  lie  eiicrearied  liy  ojiening  this  prantlcabli-  route 
tliro'  the  Genesee  country  to  liake  Ontario.  Tlio  channels  of 
c<mimeree  as  they  offer,  should  be  imniediately  secured  when- 
ever the  eii>ence  is  moilerate. 

The  article  of  i>c)tash  forms  a  imrt  of  the  export,  of  New  Yiirk 
to  the  amount,  it  is  Biiid,  of  two  hiiudred  thousaml  dollam  [mt 
annum.  Tho  wo<)ds  of  tho  country  through  whicli  it  is  pro- 
jMiseil  these  roa<ls  tihouUI  be  laid  ont  are  proper,  for  the  mniiu- 
fantory  of  this  article,  imd  enough  can  be  s{)ared  to  make  it  in 
very  great  quantities. 

The  proceedings  of  the  lantl-holilers  will  not  he  deemeil  iin 
inipnuier  subject  of  observation.  For  while -their  niimerons 
anil  KenerouH  subscriptit^is  will  prove  their  conviction  of  tho 
public  anil  iirivale  advantages  that  will  result  from  these  rcaiN, 
they  show  a  liberal  an<l  equitable  tllsiiosition  not  to  wilhli<dd 
(heir  money  in  a  case  wherein  tliey  acknowledge  tln'v  will  !»• 
benefited.  It  may  not  hi-  iuiproiier  to  add  that  several  private 
owners  of  New  York  lamls  huv<.'  exi'rteil  themselves  in  i)rounjt- 
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Ing  theiip  roail«.  mul  that  tlit-y  are  proportional  contribiitom  t< 

the  plan. 

JoHS  Nicholson, 
Tknch  Coxk, 
Mark  Wilcox, 
Tkxch  Frascis, 

Hk>RY   DRI?fKEfI, 

Commltlte. 

PH[r,Ai)KLPHTA,  Marnhn,  1788. 


THE  8TJBPEN8ION  APT  OP  1788. 


An  ari  iiisii»[«nul  an  acl.  eniitltil  •■an  Ai-t  for  ascerUlnlng  nnil  poii- 
linuinii:  In  ctrlnin  pcrsoiiH  [.-Hlled  Connecttnut  clainiantu,  the  lands 
by  them  rlHinicil  ivilliiii  ilio  Conntjr  of  Luzerne,  and  for  otticr  pur- 

Skc-iiox  1.  Whkhkas,  Hyaii  act  entitled  "An  act  for  a«- 
■■i-rr.'iiMi:i!{  nnd  ooiillnning  certain  iieriwinM,  cnlli'd  Connecti- 
I'lit  cliiiniants,  tlu^  laiuls  hy  them  elaini«il,  nithlii  tho  pounty 
of  Ln/.enn.'.  iLiiil  for  o;  ht?r  piirpoRen  thiirein  niontioned,"  it  is, 
itiuoiii;  otli'T  tlMiij^!*.  enact eti.  tliut  certain  couiniisdionerH 
ibfivin  uanitMl.  or  ihereafttr  to  lio  ap|)ointei1,  kIiouIiI.  within  a 
Ifiniied  time,  meet  togetlier  with  the  t^altl  eoiiiity,  for  the  pur- 
|ioH«  of  receiving  and  eiuinininj;  tin- oluiinn  of  the  tuiid  claim- 
iiTitH,  and  Hscertuinini^andnnniiruiinK  thetinine.  And  irlirri:a». 
When  these  connniwIonerM  hail  met,  in  piirstiance  of  the  faid 
liiw,  they  were  intMrriipted  in  thtir  proceedings  liy  the  ronilii- 
■■:i;ionf,  ttircflteningniidontraBeoiis  violence  of  certain  lawles8 
|i-ij]ile  in  the  saiil  county  of  LtiKerne,  nut]  obliged  to  fly  for  the 
li'.vjter^-ation  of  their  lives.  And  whereas,  Douhts  huve  also 
nrisen  coni^eniiiii;  the  construction,  true  Intent  and  meaning 
ofxaid  law,  for  which,  ami  other  canseti,  it  hath  hecomt'  very 
difflcult  to  determine  the  same,  and  toHdjnst  thecompensiiiion 
to  he  made  to  those  i>eraons  who  will  he  diverted  of  their  pro- 
perty by  the  uiieration  of  the  said  law,  if  tlie  stime  fhalt  he 
carried  into  effect.  And  irhereas,  Tlie  time  In  which  these  coni- 
nilHsionerM  were  to  receive  their  claimo  hai  expired,  but  their 
other  powers  still  remain,  wliii-b,  if  immediately  execnted, 
without  furtlier  provisions  and  regnlalions  being  previotij-ly 
made,  will  tend  to  emharrassmenl  and  confuttlon." 

Skctios  2,  Be  it  therefore  eturfteil,  and  it  ix  hfiehi/  nu'vttd 
hji  the  Hfpr^xenftiiiren  of  the  Freeman  of  the.  rammtrtmmlth  of 
Feiinsyltmiin  in  General  Asuembly  met,  niid  hy  the  anthurity  of 
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tJie  same.  That  ho  much  of  the  uaid  law  a»  iiu[>ow«ra  the  twld 
ouiumiiMioaen)  to  uHcurtiiiii  niitl  coiiflrin  thd  oluiius  of  th«  oaid 
jiauple,  oalltNl  Oonn(:'Ctioiil  cluiiDautit,  uml  all  ami  every  jiart  of 
tlie  Ball!  aot,  which  givea  any  power  aiul  authority  lo  thu  Bai<) 
coinmlMiionere,  be  and  the  uaiiiu  \n  hereby  Buspendfd,  until  the 
LegiolatarH  of  this  Cuinmun wealth  shall,  by  a  law  for  that 
puriioHe  to  l>e  enacted,  make  forther  provinions  and  regiila- 
tiimH  in  the  premiiieK,  and  xhall  direct  and  require  the  said  oom- 
luiiwiuners  to  proceed  In  the  exerDJoe  of  ihelr  uaid  fiowerH. 

Bigued  by  order  of  the  Hoime 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Speaker. 

EnaoteJ   at  Philadelphia,  Saturday  the  2tlth  dav  of  Mnreli 
1788. 

Pktkr  Zachaky   r.LOYl>. 
Clerk  of  the  deneral  Assembly. 


VoU  nil  Siis/ieiiflimj  the  Act  of  1787. 
Yeax. 
Vaienthifl  Upp,  Bucks  county. 
.raiiioM  Moore,  CheHter  county. 
Alexander  Lowrey,  Lancunter  county. 
.TumeH  Cleni'iiin,  Lancaster  county. 
Jiiutili  Krb,  Lancaster  county. 
Michaid  Sohnijfier,  York  comity. 
William  Mitchell,  York  county! 
l>iivid  McClolhin,  York  bounty. 
■ToMi'iih  Reed,  Y'ork  county. 
ThomaH  Olinifau.  York  county. 
David  Mitchell,  Cuiiiberlaud  county. 
ThomnM  Ueale,  Cumberland  cnuiitv. 
Tliouias  Kenn^ily.  Cmuberlan.l  county, 
.lohu  (Hivor,  Ciiiubi-rlniiil  county. 
Joseph  Hiest-T,  Herk;.<>ouiiTy. 
Gjibricl  lliest.ir,  Hcrks  county, 
David  Pavis.  Iterks  conuty. 
.Tosepli  SainlK.  Berkx  county. 
Phili|i  Krccni.T.  B^rkH  county. 
Pi-(erTrc\I<'r.  Juu..  yr)r(lianipton  coiintv. 
Tbouu.rt  Muwhort.T.  N..i'lh«lii|.tou  r-..unty. 


HaiiiU''!  Maclnv, 
John  WhiU'.  Soi 
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Willfam  Findley,  Weiitinorelanil  count}'. 
James  Burr,  West  mo  rei  and  county, 
John  McDowell,  Wiuihington  county. 
James  Allison,  Washington  county. 
Alexander  Wri|{ht,  Washington  county. 
John  Flenniken,  Washington  county. 
Theophilus  Phillips,  Fayette  county. 
John  QilchrlBt,  Fayette  county. 
James  MoLenc,  Franklin  county. 
James  McCalniont.  Franklin  county. 
Jacob  ReifT,  Montgomery  county. 
Robert  Lollar,  Montgomery  county, 
Benjoiniu  Rittenhouse,  Montgomery  county. 
Jacob  Miley,  Dauphin  county. 
Robert  Clark,  Dauphin  county. 
John  Carson,  Dauphin  county. 

Nays. 
George  Clymer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Tliomah  Fitzsimmons,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Jacob  Uiltzhelmer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
William  Will,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
William  Robinson,  Jun.,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
John  Salter.  County  of  Philadelphia. 
George  Logau.  (bounty  of  Philadelphia. 
Rlchanl  Peters,  Philiwlelphia. 
Gerardus  Wynkoop,  Bucka  county, 
John  Cliapuiah,  Bucks  county. 
Samuel  Foulke.  Bucks  county. 
Roliert  Ralston,  Chester  county. 
Richard  TIkiuihs,  Chester  county. 
Samuel  Kvnns,  CheHter  county. 
Townsfiid  Whelen,  Cheater  county. 
Adam  Huliley,  Lancaster  county. 
Joseph  Work.  Lancaster  county, 
John  Hopkins,  LancaRter, 
Joseph  Lllley,  York  county. 
John  Irvine,  Westmoreland  county. 
Johu  Paul  Schott,  Luzerne  county. 
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MEMORIAL  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  (CLAIMANTS. 

].<>wi>r  HiiiithtlKliI,  Nunliamptoti  (Motility.   July  14,  17ttH. 
7Vi  ///.»  Exceilenry,  Itfu'iainin  Fiunktm,  Estjuire,  President  uf 

llie  Htiitf  of  I'tHmalvanm,  tmd  to  the  Honorable  the  Extrvntice 

Coiinull : 

Til.'  Petition  of  till-  StilxmrilMTM,  liihiibitaiits  of  llif  Couiity 
<>f  Noi-thiuiiptiiii,  OwiKirH  (if  LiiiidHut  WyoitiiiiK  uixl  flfewliftv 
oil  till'  River  tSiiHqiicli.iiiiiH,  (OaliiiliiK  utiilcrTitleHilerivril  troiii 
tliix  tiluto.  ill  lieliuK  of  thi-iiinflveii  aiid  their  uMwiciiittrii  luutst 
liiiiiil>ly  rfprtiHi'iit  : 

Tliat  your  Petit ioiieiv  from  tlieir  juvneiit  [>liu>eHorReaK)encn, 
North  of  th«  ItliKi  Uoiiiiliiiii,  havit  not  thi-  uicuiin  of  eurly  Iii- 
fonimtioii  on  iiiiy  Btilijfitt.  We  reside  far  fnuii  the  »t!»t  of 
(ioveriniieiit,  iiiiil,  iiiifortiiiiately  (or  ii«,  are  oflt'u  iiiiiiiforiiifil 
of  tho  MeitMiircH  )iiirHiiiiit;  by  the  Stiite  tit  Times  when  our  In- 
terest is  eKseiiiially  coiH-erne.l.  We  Knew  not  of  tli»  Kewilvf 
(if  till-  ANNeiiihly  imsceil  the  27th  iIhv  ut  ManOi  laft,  Wforu  tlm 
Puhlleatinn  thereof  in  l)iiiilii|>  itnil  t'liiypoole'H  Pujier  reacheil 
iiM  by  Aeei.ieiit  on  tlie  lOtli  iiwtiuil.  W-obwrve  that  t)ie  C'oni- 
MilMiloin'rH  reqnirt'  Thht  the  (^ItibuimtK  iiinler  tlUK  Ktate  >\>> 
Kend'-Sneh  i^niMTHiuKl  other  Informalion  aowjil  enable  tlu- 
CoiuniiHxioiierM  to  aM-ertnin  the  Hilnation  and  Ijiiuntity  of 
Kiioh  I.antlM  reHiieelivelyehiiinea  by  them,  to  Colonel  Pivker- 
iiiK  at  WilkexluLrrt',  by  the  '2.'it  li  Day  of  t  liic  Month,"  a  Period  m> 
near  at  Hand  and  at  a  Seiu-'on  «f  the  year  witli  ns  the  HelKhth 
and  Hurry  of  Harvest  an  renilerB  the  abKetiPO  of  every  Man 
aiiioiiK  "«  thai  lia-i  a  sheaf  of  Grain  of  their  Own  to  reap  or 
■le|ii>ndn  on  t;etlinK  Bread  fi>r  luH  Labour  fnnii  liiii  friends  or 
NeiKhl>orbn|ios>'ible.  We,  theivfore,  t>eK  noiniHI  1o  coiivI.Ut 
the  EniliarraNiiiientH  that   iirenent   to  defeat   lht>  Aco<iiiiii]isli- 

nt  of  the  Duty  of  the   noiuiniwsioiier^     We  coneeive   tlieir 

lliisine^s  is  to  view  iiinl  value  every  Trart  of  Land  elaiineil  by 
us  and  oiir  Assoi-iate»,  to  have  the  fullest  Inrorninlion  of  tlie 
1ni|>rov>'ineiiIs  iiiaile  on  the  Lands  by  the  PlaiuinntH  ninler 
I'ennsyhaiiia  before  their  F.\|iiilsi..n,  iJi  Drdet  that  they  iniwlu 
form  aJud^nieiii  of  tile  Value  of,. nr  Pro|i<'rt  valid  the  Auiuiuii- 

MSlbal  l.i.'ITr.-i  Ibis  with  iiuv  n.'erevof  renaiiitythei>er>onal 
atteiidaiieeof  tin-  forui-r  selllerswill  be  absolutely  ne.-dlul. 
an<l  if  we  sel  out  on  Hits  Ihisjness  now.  we  liini  our  Haoks  on 
Miirrro|)saiid  throw  our^elve>  d<-f<-neeh-ss  and  <inarni<-d  in  the 
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way  of  a  set  of  lawles»4  Banditti,  who,  having  formerly  robbed 
and  ruined  many  of  ns,  are  now  quarreling  and  destroying 
One  another  about  the  Division  of  our  Possessions  and  Pro- 
perty, and  amongst  whom  at  any  Time,  especially  the  present, 
neither  our  Papers  or  Persons  would  be  safe ;  they  have  even 
suspected  and  seized  upon  their  friend.  Counsellor  and  Advocate, 
Timothy  Pickering,  to  whose  extraordinary  Abilities  many  of 
our  Associates  owe  their  ruin  and  whose  Machinations  pro- 
duced the  Act  of  27th  March,  1787,  which  has  entangled  the 
State  in  Perplexity  heretofore  unknown  in  Pennsylvania. 

With   the   most    i>erf«3ct   Respect   for   your    Excellency  and 
Council  we  pray  for  Leave  to  call   to  your  remembrance  the 
Procee<lings  of  April,  1783.     Messrs.  Joseph  and  William  Mont- 
gomery and  Moses  McClean  were  appointed  Commissioners  by 
tlie  Legislature,  before  whom   the  Claimants  under  Pennsyl- 
vania met  at  Wyoming  and  presented  a  State  of  their  respec- 
tive Claims,  at  which  Time  the  Surveyor  of  the  District,  Col. 
Stewart,  was  called  upon  to  produce  the  original  Surveys  and 
General   Drafts  of   that    Country  from  Fort  Augusta  to  the 
Bounds  of  the  State,  by  which  at  one  view  the  several  Owners 
cotild  shew  the  Spot  he  claimed  and  his  Order  or  Warrant  there- 
for.    We  can  with  Truth  and  Boldness  affirm  that  the  Commis- 
sioners were  fully  satisfied  with  our  Conduct  and  that  Demon- 
stration beyond  the  Power  of  Contradiction  shone  forth  then 
on  the  Side  of  Justice,  and  that  we  and  our  Associates  rested 
from  that  Time  in  full  Confidence  and  on  the  most  solemn  as- 
surances of  the  State,  pledged  to  us  by  their  Commissioners 
for  Sup[K)rt  and  Protection  in  our  Property  against  all  In- 
vaders.    How  far  and  fatally  we  have  l>een  disap|K>inted  the  act 
of  the  27th   Day  of  March,  1787,  will  shew.     We,  therefor,  be- 
seech Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil to  take  our  Case  under  your  Consideration,  to  bring  in  Re- 
view before  You  the  Hardships  we  labour  under  and  the  Un- 
certainty and  Hazard  of  either  attending  in  Person  or  trans- 
mitting our  Deeds,  Drafts  or  Contracts  to  Timothy  Pickering, 
who  we  hear  is  at  present  in  Duress.     Indeed  it  seems  doubt- 
ful to  us  whether  the  Commissioners  can  proceed  in  the  Busi- 
ness during  these  Times  of  Confusion,  But  if  they  may,  it  must 
be  evident  that  without  a  V^iew  of  the  Premises  and  General 
Draught  of  the  Country  n<»w  called  Luzerne  from  Nescopeck 
to  Tioga,  they  cannot  neither  ascertain  whose  the  Lands  of 
Right  belong  unto  nor  affix  a  Value  so  as  to  do  Justice  to  the 
lawful    Owners  in  Estimating  the  Compensation  to  be  made 
them.      Trusting  therefore  that  your  Excellency  and  Council 
will  justify  us  in  a  perfect  Neutrality  in  the  present  State  of 
Riot  and  Quarrels  at  Wyoming,  and  that  no  Interference  of 
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Ours  at  pred«nt  wuuld  tend  to  any  gotxl  Purposu,  but  on  tlin 
<J<mtrary,  mtlittr  iuvolv«  our  worthy  Citiieus.  the  Urit^ual 
owuera.  in  FxmU  with  the  Banditti  at  Wyoming.  W«  coiii- 
uillt  Onre^lvpH  an<)  AssociateH  to  the  Ulreetlon  ot  Couuiill  i>n 
this  Qooaxiun,  and  an  in  Duty  bound  liliall  ever  pray. 

John  Van  Gampkn. 

JUHN  CHAKBEItS, 

William  Clark. 
John  Smyth, 
AgenU  fnr  the  Owners  of  Lnn/f   at  Wyomiitg,  who    retide    in 

NortliantpUin  Voanty, 


lUflflKNTiBNT  from  th«  vote  adopting  the  rpi^rt  of  the  coiii- 
mittt^e  iu  fiivor  o(  reiH>iUin)c  tli«  aot,  t^nlitled  "  An  act  tor  uk- 
ceriiLiniiiff  and  eonnniiiiiK  to  cortain  iwrHonn,  called  Connect  i- 
cm.  clainiaiitx,  llie  lumln  hj-  thfin  claimed  witliin  the  county 
■if  Ln/.erm<,  ami  f<ir  other  [mrpoiieK  ilierein  mentionml." 

iHt.  Bi'RaUHe  wecoiiHider  the  act  which  tile  reHolullonndoiHeil 
hy  the  HoiiHe  propOMeH  to  reiieiil,  to  ho  either  in  the  naturti  of 
an  aliHohite  or  n  conditicuial  Krant  to  the  CoiiiiHctiput  tH^ttlem. 
If  the  latter  it  has  not  yet  l>eeii  proved  to  our  Hat  J  sf act  ion,  that 
the  insurrection  at  Wyomiut{,  which  oc*iaBioned  the  ramtniH- 
Miouerx  to  tly,  proceedml  from  n  |;enernl  detemilnation  to  reeixt 
the  authority  and  reject  the  hountiei  of  this  StAte.  orfroin  the 
turbulent  diHpoinltliinH  of  Home  of  tbeailherentaof  John  Frank- 
lin, who  were  incetiHeil  at  hlH  tmddeu  and  secret  arrest ;  few  of 
whom  could  derive  any  henedt  from  llie  law  which  the  coin- 
mlsHloiierM  were  tli>'n  carry int; into  ■■xeeutioii,  and  consequently 
it  has  not  nppeareil  with  tliiil  cU-ariieKs  which  the  iin)iortaii(^e 
of  tile  subject  requires  that  '.here  liiis  been  any  breach  of  fni- 
l.li...l  c<.n.lition  ot  the  liiw.  vi/,  :  Tli.it  the  f^onnectloat  setthT« 
would  siilimit  to  the  autJiorit  ies  of  the  Rtate. 

3d.  llecaiise  if  the  (^raiit  Ik  absolute,  it  is  obli^tatory  ii[>on  the 
Hliil...  and  can  oillv  lie  revoked  11  Jioii  the  terms  mentioned  here- 
after. We  conceive  tli'it  a  law  veMiiitf  an  interest  COiivey»  llie 
tiioKt  (mil bent ir-l  and  (solemn)  title  that  Ciii  be annexetl  toj.ro- 
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of  another  nature.  But  in  no  Instance  can  the  power  of  re- 
l)ealing  laws  affect  their  obligations  while  in  force,  and  conse- 
quently, if  the  effect  of  the  law  while  in  force  is  permanent  and 
perpetual  upon  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  a  repeal, 
although  it  may  destroy  the  law,  cannot  diminish  the  effect  it 
has  already  produced. 

3d.  Because,  although  it  is  universally  conceded  that  private 
property  may  at  any  time  be  taken  for  public  uses,  yet  it  can 
only  be  so  taken  on  condition  of  making  full  and  adequate 
compensation  to  the  private  proprietor;  and  hence,  it  may 
follow  that  the  State,  from  whatever  motives,  having  conveyed 
the  title  to  the  lands  in  dispute,  under  certain  terms  and  modi- 
fications t6  the  Connecticut  settlers,  will  at  a  future  day  be 
liable  to  make  a  more  expensive  compensation  to  those  settlers* 
than  the  whole  amount  of  the  demands  of  the  Pennsylvania 
claimants. 

4th.  Because  it  is  introducing  a  most  dangerous  principle  to 
rei>eal  a  law  of  any  kind  from  an  impression,  however  strong, 
that  the  Legislature  was  deceived  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
law.  A  law  contrary  to  the  Constitution  may,  and  ought  to  be 
repealeil ;  for  in  that  instance  there  is  a  certain  guide,  which, 
although  it  may  be  disobeyed,  cannot  be  misunderstood.  But 
to  pass  our  own  judgment  in  a  legislative  manner  upon  the 
sufficiency  of  the  motives  which  induced  a  former  Assembly  to 
enact  a  law  of  the  nature  of  that  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
re])eal,  and  to  collect  these  motives  from  other  sources  than  the 
law  itself,  appears  to  us  to  endanger  the  authority  even  of  our 
own  proceedings,  by  rendering  them  liable  at  a  future  day  to 
be  subverted  in  the  same  manner,  with  perhaps  still  less  evi- 
dence than  we  have  to  proceed  on.  And  it  will  directly  tend 
to  destroy  the  order,  safety  and  happiness  derived  from  civil 
society  ;  for  as  the  obligation  of  the  laws  is  rendered  les<«  solemn 
and  conclusive,  the  Legislature  will  naturally  become  less  im- 
pressed with  their  importance,  and  the  people  will  gradually 
learn  to  disregard  their  authority. 

(Signed) 

William  Rawlk, 

Richard  Thomas, 

Richard  Downixo,  Jr., 

Lawrknck  Sicklk, 

Jonathan  Roberts, 

Jacob  Hiltshkimkr, 

Hkxry  Dkring, 

Samfkl  Ashmrad, 

Obadiah  Gork, 

Hkrmax  Husband. 
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REPEAL  OF  <;ONFIRMINf4  LAW. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act,  entiUeil  >•  An  act  for  ascertaining  and  contirni- 
ing  to  certain  perBone,  called  Connecticut  clalnianta,  tlie  laDiln  by 
them  claimed  within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  otber  purposes 
therein  mentioned." 

SiiCTio>  1.  Whbrbas,  An  act  of  AesemblT,  eaaete<l  the 
twonty-eiifhih  day  of  March,  one  thousand  iteven  huiiJreti  B.iid 
tiitrhty -seven,  entitled  "An  act  for  aHcertaJumg  and  conflriii- 
Ing  til  certalrt  iterdonH,  called  Connecticut  ClaiiuantB,  thelandtt 
i>y  them  claimed  within  the  county  of  LuEerae,  and  for  other 
puriMiHen  therein  mentioned, "  hatli  btHtti  found,  in  Itttpriiicipleti 
and  ii{>erationH,  to  l)e  unjust  and  oppreiteive,  inasmuch  an  it 
diveHted  many  oitizeniiof  tbiHStateof  their  lauds  without  their 
conitent,  and  without  niultinK  them  uny  juxt  oompenxation  ; 
And  whereas.  Depriving  individuals  of  their  property  In  such 
a  summary  way  in  uncoiistltutionnl,  and  of  the  most  ila,tiKcr- 
ous  consequence  1  And  whereas.  Said  act  wan  enacted  by  the 
Legixlature  haKtily  without  due  conflderation  had,  and  pro|>er 
inforniation  of  tlie  magnitude  of  theK''(ii>t;  And  whereas, 
Carryintf  siiid  act  into  efTect  wonld  impose  a  ([rievouH  burtlif  n 
on  the  ffOdd  citinenH  of  this  Btate  to  niaice  comrwuxation  to 
those  who  would  thereby  be  ilivested  of  ttieir  proi>erty  ;  And 
whfrean.  The  reaHons  net  forth  In  the  preamble  of  said  act  <io 
not  appear  Hufficient  to  warrant  any  legieiative  Interft-rence 
or  departure  from  the  I'slabll^hed  rules  of  justice,  in  respect  t^ 
private  pro|M>rty,  nor  hatli  iiail  the  efTect  proposetl : 

Skction  a.  Be  U  enacted.  £-r...  That  tlie  act,  entttle.l  -An 
ant  for  ascertainin);  and  conflrmInK  to  certain  personH  rAlltnl 
Connecticut  claimants,  &c.,"  -  ■  •  •  Iw  and  the  same  Is 
hereby  repealed,  and  all  proceedings  lia^l  under  nald  act  are 
hereby  rendered  void,  and  declari-d  to  !«•  null  and  of  no  i-ITect : 
anil  all  titleti  and  claims  whieh  might  he  supposed  to  he  afffoted 
by  said  act  or^  hereby  re-vented  In  the  former  owners,  in  n» 
full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  said  act  had  never  tieen  fn- 
nete.l.  anything  in  the  Name  to  the  contrary  notwitlistandioif. 
Shctiox  3,  And  WHKRK.*S,  It  hath  been  rejiresentetl  to 
this  house,  that  judKUient  has  been  obtained  in  Hundrvaction;. 
of  -■jeelmeni  hronght  ill  tile  court  of  CTommon  Pleas  for  the 
county  of  Northuiuherliind,  for  sundry  iracts  of  lnnd  now 
lying  wilhin  the  enunly  of  Lu/.eme.  al  llie  suit  of  (lerwoiis 
claiming  under  titles  ilerived    from    the  late   Proprietaries  of 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS.  688 

Pennsylvania,  in  which  jiidH:ni«nt  by  default  has  been  recov- 
ered against  persons  holding  such  lands  by  virtue  of  rights 
or  titles  derived  from  or  under  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
it  is  right  tiud  just  that  the  defendants  in  such  actions  should 
not  be  dispossessed  without  a  trial  by  jury : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  writ 
or  writs  of  Scire  Facias^  or  Habere  Facias  Possessionem,  shall 
issue  from  the  said  court  to  revive  such  judgments,  or  to  carry 
them  into  effect ;  but  original  suits  in  ejectment,  for  recovery 
of  any  such  tracts  of  land  within  the  said  county,  may  be 
brought  at  the  suit  of  such  Pennsylvania  claimants  or  any  of 

them. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

Richard  Pktkrs, 

Speaker. 

Peter  Zachary  Lloyd, 

Clerk  of  the  Assembly. 

Enacted  at  Philadelphia,  Thursday.  April  1,  1790. 


The  Vote  on  Repeal  of  Confirming  Law. 

Yeas. 

• 

Francis  Gurney,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Paul,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Britton,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
EliiiS  Boys,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Gerard  us  Wynkoop,  Bucks  county. 
Valentine  Upp,  Bucks  county. 
John  Chapman,  Bucks  county. 
James  Bryan,  Bucks  county. 
John  McDowell,  Chester  county. 
James  Ciemson,  Lancaster  county. 
Jacob  Erb,  Lancaster  county. 
.John  iVliller,  Lancaster  county. 
.Tacob  Schmvser,  York  count  v. 
William  Godfrey,  York  county. 
Thomas  Kennedy,  Cumberland  count}'. 
David  Mitchell,  Cumberland  county. 
Jonathan  Hoge,  Cumberland  county. 
John  Ludwig,  Berks  county. 
Nicholas  Lutz,  Berks  county. 
Daniel  Leinbach,  Beiks  count  v. 
John  Moore,  Bedford  county. 
Samuel  Maclay,  Northumberland  county. 
John  White,  Northumberland  county. 
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John  Balrd,  Westmoreland  couaty. 
James  Barr,  WcsCinorelaDd  county. 
James  Allitun,  Wastilngton  county. 
Alexander  Wright,  WoHhington  county. 
Jameti  Martiliall,  Washington  county. 
Thomas  RyerHon,  Washington  eoanty. 
John  miohrlBt,  Fayette  county. 
James  Finley,  Fayette  county. 
James  JohnHon,  Franklin  county. 
John  Rhea,  Franklin  county- 
Jacob  RiefT.  Montgomery  county. 
Benjamin  Uarkiey   Montgomery  county. 
James  Vaui,  Montgomery  county. 
Jacob  Miley,  Dauphin  county. 
John  Caruon,  Dauphin  county. 
James  McCreitcht,  Dauphin  county. 
I)avi<l  Stewart,  Huntingdon  county. 
Hugh  Lloyd,  Delaware  county. 
Richard  Riley,  Delaware  county. 

Lawrence  Sickel,  City  of  Phiiiulelplha. 
Jtwioh  Hiltzheimer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
William  LewiH,  Ci*y  of  Philadelphia. 
William  Rawlf ,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Samuel  Aslimead.  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Richard  Thomax,  CheHter  county. 
Richard  Downing,  Junior,  Chester  county. 
Henry  Dering,  Lancitster  county. 
Thomas  l.illey,  York  counly. 
Herman  HuHlmnd,  Bedford  counly. 
Jonathan  RoliertH,  Montgomery  county. 
Obeiliah  Wore,  Lucerne  county. 
John  Neville,  Allegheny  county. 
John  Harris,  Mifflin  county. 


Pis.si-nlient  I'f  Che  Stinorily. 
SSKXTIK\T  from  till"  vote  tor  enacting  the  law,  entitled  an 
li>  repeal  an  net  enlilleil  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
irmitii;  toc-ertiiin  |)t'rsiins,  called  Pnnnecticut  claimantf, 
andw  by  them  claimed  in  the  county  of  Luierne,  and  for 
r  piirjMiHes  therein  mentioned. 

.   tiecnute  the  )>asiting  of  the  bill   intoaluwin  tht>    MLUie 
rm  in  which  it  originated,  and  within  eight  days  after  it 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPEEIS.  685 

was  first  read  to  tlie  House,  is  beyond  all  example  heretofore 
furnished  by  the  rage  or  folly  of  party,  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  which  declares  that*' to  the  end  that  laws 
before  they  are  enacted,  may  be  more  maturely  considered, 
and  the  inconvenience  of  hasty  determination  as  much  as  pos- 
sible preventeil,  ail  bills  of  a  public  nature  shall  be  printed  for 
the  consideration  of  the  i>eopIe,  Ijefore  they  are  read  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  the  last  time  for  debate,  and  except  on  occa- 
sions of  sudden  necessity,  shall  not  be  passed  into  laws  until 
the  next  session  of  Assembly."'  That  this  bill  was  of  'a  public 
nature"  all  who  have  understanding  to  comprehend,  and  can- 
dor to  acknowledge  the  obvious  meaning  of  words,  must  con- 
fess; inasmuch  as  the  comi)en8ation  to  be  made  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania claimants,  related  to  the  whole  State,  and  affected  all 
its  members;  and  no  one  will  have  the  effrontery  to  say,  that 
any  "occasion  of  sudden  necessity  "  had  occurred  for  disi)ensiug 
with  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

This  wanton  precipitation  in  passing  the  bill,  is  inconsistent 
with  its  preamble,  in  which  one  motive  assigned  for  the  repeal 
of  the  confirming  law  is,  that  it  was  (mssed  hastily,  and  with- 
out due  consideration  had,  and  another  contradiction  equally 
glaring  is,  that  after  stating  that  the  said  act  divested  many 
citizens  of  this  State  of  their  lands,  without  their  consent,  and 
without  making  them  any  just  compensation,  it  assigns  as  a 
reason  for  the  repeal,  that  the  carrying  said  act  into  effect 
would  impose  a  grievous  burthen  on  the  good  citizens  of  this 
State,  to  make  compensation  to  those  who  would  thereby  be 
divested  of  their  property. 

The  Constitution  further  declares,  "that  for  the  more  i>erfect 
satisfaction  of  the  public,  the  reasons  an<l  motives  for  making 
laws,  shall  be  fully  and  clearly  expressed  in  the  preambles.'' 
Whatever  might  be  the  reasons  and  motives  for  passing  the 
bill,  the  facts  assumed  in  the  preamble,  but  which  were  neither 
proved  nor  admitted,  seem  to  have  been  intended  to  give 
color  to  a  proceding  which  stood  in  need  of  it,  if  not  to  bring 
reproach  on  a  former  House,  equally  respectable  at  least  with 
the  present  one  for  wihdom  and  virtue. 

2(1.  Because  the  House  had  no  proper  evidence  in  support  of 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  preamble,  and  refused  to  in- 
quire either  in  the  House  or  in  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
whether  they  were  true  or  not.  In  a  measure  highly  interest- 
ing to  the  honour,  dignity,  and  justice  of  the  State,  in  a  meas- 
ure consigning  to  misery  and  ruin  many  hundred  families,  who 
ha<l  trusted  to  its  good  faith,  and  calculated  to  bring  severe 
and  merited  reproach  on  a  former  Assembly,  a  decent  regard 
for  the  opinions  of  men  should  have  induced  the  House  to 


086  MI8CELLANE0UB  PAPERS. 

haxe  heanl  the  t^videiico  which  wna  called  for,  ho  ai*  to  rIvb 
Nome  Keiubtiiiii-e  of  jiinlict-  to  thflr  procDmllnffc.  Thiit  waM 
iitrvertheletM  refiittud,  and  an  cxaiiiplu  Hot  for  preferrintr  riiiiior 
to  facts,  UHHertitmt)  to  proof,  and  (conjecture  to  full  um)  com- 
plete iiiforiuation.  A  tiolemn  vote  i>re<:luded  probint;  inquiry, 
and  then  the  House  aDSUUihig  faotx,  ussi|;iied  them  tu*  (;roiin(lH 
tor  r«(M>aling  a  law  founded  in  wlxdom,  jiiHtice,  ami  wiuiid  |>i>t- 
ioy.  If  this  proaeedins  i"  I'Ot  a  mockery  of  juKtice,  and  u 
natireoii  the  Hontte,  it  muHt  hf  admitted  to  he  of  tli<-  most 
dan^erouH  example. 

:)d.  Because  the  confirming  act  was  founded  iu  wisdom  uud 
Nouml  policy,  and  Ihe  alleffatlons  in  the  preamble  to  tlie  liill 
repealing  it,  that  "it  waH  unconstitutional,  and  of  the  most 
dnngerons  consequencen;"  and  that  "the  rea§ouK  sat  forth  in 
the  preamble  of  the  sHid  act,  do  not  ap(>ear  sufficient  to  war- 
rant any  legislative  interference,"  are  witliout  foundation. 

The  itnlfi^  pointii.  or  safety  of  the  [M'oplf,  is  the  snpreme  law 
of  the  land,  to  which  all  inferior  rights  and  regulations  must 
yield.  They  orlghinte  from  and  are  auxiliary  to  society,  and 
may,  on  reasonable  comiiensation  made,  lie  lawfully  rettuined, 
whenever  the  great  ends  tlitreof  require  it,  for  the  acconiiilish- 
ment  of  some  great  Kood,  or  to  arrest  an  impending;  evil. 
These  important  truths  result  fr<)m  the  very  nature  of  sociel  y, 
and  the  llrst  principles  of  government.  They  are  nunctioiii'd 
by  the  principlen  of  individuals  and  the  practice  of  nations. 
They  are  conllrmefi  in  abundant  instances  by  our  municipal 
laws,  and  recognized  hy  our  bill  of  rights.  The  Legiiilnt  ure 
who  enacted  that  law  were  neither  so  weak  nor  no  wicked  as 
men  less  Informed  ami  not  more  virtuouN,  havesupposed  them 
to  have  l«^en.  The  state  of  the  Commonwealth  called  for  the 
system  which  they  adopted,  an<l  biul  a  policy  equally  just  ami 
wise  been  since  pursued,  tbefuitliof  Pennsylvania  would  not 
have  been  broken,  or  her  honor  tainted  by  her  own  sonu. 

If  the  House  bad  designed  to  JMc]nire  for  themselves  of  wit- 
nesses at  the  bur,  or  in  committee  of  the  whole,  instead  of 
trust  hit;  to  others,  the  truth  mit;lil  haveappenreil  on  our  jour- 
nals, ami  a  curious  sp-ctiicle  would  have  be,.n  exhibited  by 
contnisiini,'  it  with  the  preamble  of  the  bill.  Hut  the  hurry 
with  whirh  they  charged  a  former  House  with  proceeding 
"hastily  and  without  due  coiisi.leration  had,"  not  admitting 
of  the  necessarv  in.piiries,  ha-i  exjsiH.-d  ibetn  to  that  eeusnr.- 
which  has  l-een  wir.ni-fiilly  impl"''<l  I"  "Ihers.  Tile  conduct 
of  the  t.egislature  of  Novenil.-v,  1787.  wbeti,  tile  Snuie  business 
came  before  tln-in,  wits  v..ry  diH.-r.'ut.  Instead  r.f  iistetiiiig  to 
idle  rumors,  they  called  witnesses  to  their  bar,  and  e:(aMiinp.l 
for  themselves.    They  had  wrii  li'ii  doenments  lahl  before  them. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS.  687 

and  became  well  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  which  led  to  the 
quieting  act,  aw  well  as  with  its  eflfects.  The  charter  boun- 
daries of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  were  supposed  to 
clash,  and  had  long  been  contested  before  and  since  the  Revo- 
lution. Each  asserted  her  claim  to  the  country  at  and  about 
Wyoming,  ami  manifested  a  resolution  to  maintain  them  at 
every  hazzard.  The  (Connecticut  claimants  settled  themselves 
on  the  lands,  under  grants  from  the  Susquehanna  Company, 
and  the  i>atronage  of  Connecticut.  They  maintained  and  cul- 
tivate<l  their  lands,  until  the  decree  of  Trenton,  in  1782.  That 
decree  settled  the  rights  of  soil  antl  territory,  as  between  the 
contending  States,  in  favor  of  Pennsylvania,  but  it  neither  did 
nor  possibly  could  alfect  the  i)rivate  rights  of  individuals. 
The  judges  who  ])ronounced  that  decree,  nevertheless  became 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  settlements,  and  the 
equity  resulting  from  them.  Under  the  impressions  made 
therebv,  thev  wrote   a  letter    to    the   Executive  authoritv  of 

ft       '  w  * 

Pennsylvania,  which  is  perhaps  lost,  but  the  following  account 
of  it  has  been  given  by  one  of  the  same  judges  in  a  subsequent 
letter:  "We  had  many  strong  reasons  for  writing  the  letter  to 
the  President  of  Pennsylvania.  We  were  fully  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  New  England  settlers.  We 
knew  that  many  of  them  had  honestly  paid  for  their  i)08ses- 
sions;  that  they  verily  believed  the  title  under  which  they 
claimed  to  be  perfectly  good  ;  that  they  had  cleared,  built 
upon,  and  improved  the  land  ;  that  in  doing  this  they  ha<l  en- 
countered many  dangers,  an<l  suffered  innumerable  hardships  ; 
and  beyond  all  these  things,  and  what  cannot  be  estimated, 
many  of  their  nearest  connexions  had  spilt  their  blood  in  de- 
fense of  their  possessions." 

Thus  circumstanced,  it  was  manifest -that  thev  had  become 
enthusiastic  for  the  land  ;  that  the  reasoning  of  legislators  and 
statesmen  would  have  but  little  weight  with  them ;  that  if  the 
State  should  attempt  to  dispossess  them,  they  would  become 
desparate  and  a  civil  war  would  be  the  consequence.  On  th*^ 
contrary,  if  the  State  should  quiet  them  in  their  possessions, 
they  would  bec<»me  peaceable  goo<l  citizens,  an<l  that  the  State 
«»ould  compensate  those  who  held  the  Pennsylvania  title,  by 
giving  them  an  equivalent  in  lands  or  money,  at  a  less  ex- 
pense than  that  of  dispossessing  the  New  England  settlers. 
That  therefore  the  intere^r,  the  humanity,  and  the  policy  of 
the  State,  would  leail  them  to  adopt  the  measures  that  we  re- 
commended. 

4th.  Because  the  act  hath,  so  far  as  dependent  on  the  (Con- 
necticut claimants,  had  the  etTects  proposed,  and  the  allega- 
tions to  the  contrary,  in  the  ])rean)ble  to  tlie  bill  for  its  rei>eal. 
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are  iinCoandoil.  It  waa  incont«8tibly  pruveil  on  a  former  oo- 
casioQ  at  tliH  bar  ot  the  House,  tliat  the  Connecticut  elaimnnts. 
whowe  rlghtM  hatl  been  aoqiiired  i>reviouH  to  tht<  decree  at 
Trenton,  and  who  were  the  only  yeraonit  included  in  the  act, 
were  perfectly  saliiined  therewith,  and  that  all  of  them,  except 
nix  or  eight,  had  submitted  to  tht;  Kovernmeut  and  law«  of 
Peuiutylvania:  that  all  tho6t>  who  hail  been  dlspoBed  to  join 
them,  had  altandoued  their  design,  except  the  lialt^ehare  men, 
who  liad  come  among  them  since  the  decree  at  Trenton,  aud 
who  were  ni>t  inclnded  in  the  act.  These  l>eing  too  insitiiilfl- 
cant  to  makt>  any  formidable  opposition,  have  either  aban- 
doned the  settlement,  or  encouraged  by  the  wavering  conduct 
of  Pennsylvaiiia,  remain  ready  to  renew  their  iniHohiefa,  if  by 
her  breach  of  faith,  others  should  bo  induced  to  Join  tlietn. 
Hence  the  most  snlntary  effeets  have  been  derived  from  the 
law ;  anil  war,  [wrhaps  more  exi)enBive  than  the  compensation 
to  have  been  made,  was  avoided;  peace  and  tranquility  were 
restored,  or  rather  took  place  for  the  first  time.  The  govern- 
ment and  laivs  of  Pennsylvania  have  been  establishd,  and  had 
their  free  operation,  aixl  allies,  formidable  from  their  nnni- 
bersand  tijtiiation,  abandoned  their  hnntjle  views.  Thus  the 
great  objects  which  the  Legislature  had  in  view  iu  ijassing  the 
Confirming  Law.  have  really  been  ai:  com  pi  i  shed.  Tliey  were 
principally  these :  Isl.  To  conciliate  the  mind  of  those  Claim- 
ants; to  induoi>  them  to  relinquish  their  designs  ot  abifolutely 
rejecting  the  jnriKdiction  of  this  State,  and  in  conjunction  with 
otherN  who  had  associated,  ami  were  pre|uiring  to  associate 
with  tliem,  of  erecting  a  new  and  indeiwndent  State  in  that 
and  the  adjar^i-nt  country.  3d.  To  put  an  end  to  the  distretiwes, 
expense,  and  bloodKlied  which  during  a  series  of  years  hail  at- 
tended this  dispute:  and  to  prevent  the  still  more serlmis evils 
of  a  civil  war,  which  not  only  a  contrary  policy.  Imt  a  delay  ot 
that  salutary  c<mtlrmatinn  were  likely  to  pro<luce:  the  meas- 
ures wliich  those  ])i-n]ile  were  then  pursuing  having  a  direct 
tendency  to  that  fatal  issue.  :ld.  A  further  object  of  that  law- 
was,  that  by  Imviiig  their  lands  confirmed  to  (hem,  IhoHt-  jteo- 
plf  might  bi"  liKliiced.  not  only  to  relinquish  the  desiifnu  al- 
ready mi'utioiieil,  but  to  f^ubtnit  to  the  government,  nnd  be- 
lonif  useful  as  well  as  iieaceful  citizens  of  this  State.  4th. 
Another  object,  and  it  wai  an  object  of  high  im[Kirtanee,  was 
ti)  rcuiier  praPt ic^liK'  the  wet i lenient  i)'  an  extensive  adjacent 
c-ountry.  1(>  wliich  the  (■.mteuiiod  about  the  Wyoming  lands 
had  for  many  ywirs  prov.-d  a  fatal  Iwir.  Thi'Se  were  tho  great 
iilijeels  of  the  ronflrniinK  '-aw  :  tliese  were  thcelTectsproi>oi*eil 
and  expeeted  to  r.-suh  from  it :  ami  the  event  has  justified  the 
<-.<[pi'cIation.     Till-  adjai-tnt  country  is  in  a  train  ot  oettlenient. 
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and  if  the  county  of  Luzerne  itself  has  not  greatly  increased  in 
population  and  improvement,  it  is  to  be  Attributed  to  the  long 
suspension  of  the  Confirming  Law. 

5th.  Because  the  preamble  contains  most  indecent  and  un- 
vrarrantable  refleotiotis  on  the  Assembly  by  which  the  Con- 
firming Law  was  enacted.  That  Assembly  was  impressed  with 
the  weighty  considerations  above  stated ;  considerations  which 
received  additional  force  from  many  collateral  circumstances, 
which  a  retrospect  to  the  numerous  mischiefs  which  had 
flowed  from  the  dispute  about  the  Wyoming  lands  could  not 
fail  to  bring  to  remembrance.  That  Assembly  must  have  recol- 
lected the  many  fruitless  attempts  of  government  to  extend 
its  Jurisdiction  over  that  country,  and  have  seen  that  the  ob- 
stacles to  it  were  daily  increasing.  They  saw  that  there  was 
but  this  alternative,  either  to  confirm  the  lands  to  the  old 
Connecticut  settlers,  or  immediately  to  raise  a  military  force, 
with  the  hope  of  subduing  them.  They  chose  the  former,  and 
disinterested  men  of  sound  judgment  approved  the  choice.  It 
is  well  known  that  at  the  time  when  that  law  passed,  the 
Union  of  these  States  was  but  a  rope  of  sand  ;  that  the  people 
of  Wyoming,  amidst  many  sufferings  and  oppressions,  received 
countenance  from  their  parent  State,  Connecticut ;  that  they 
bad  numerous  and  interesteil  connexions  in  that  State;  and 
that  under  such  circumstances,  a  war  commenced  against  the 
"Wyoming  settlers,  might  have  drawn  after  it  very  serious  con- 
sequences. A  Legislature  passing  the  Confirming  Law,  for 
such  reasons  and  under  such  impressions,  ought  not  to  be 
charged  with  doing  it  hastily  and  without  due  consideration. 
It  was  a  measure  which  we  have  seen,  had  been  recommended 
to  the  State  by  men  to  whose  judgment  in  this  case,  the  high- 
est deference  was  due  and  whose  discernment  and  impartiality 
ought  not  to  be  impeached  by  this  House.  And  various  trans- 
actions of  the  Legislature,  at  different  periods,  before  the 
Confirming  Law  was  made,  clearly  manifest  their  opinion  that 
some  equitable  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  Connecticut 
claimants,  who  had  settled  in  that  country  l>efore  the  decree 
at  Trenton,  and  for  the  widows  and  children  of  such  as  had 
fallen  (and  a  multitude  of  them  had  fallen),  fighting  againt  the 
savages.  A  law  passed  under  such  circumstances  cannot  justly 
be  called  unconstitutional.  At  the  time  when  the  Confirming 
Law  was  passed,  the  General  Assembly  had  the  exclusive  right 
to  judge  of  it8  exijediency,  propriety,  and  necessity:  and  even 
admitting  (which  we  do  not  admit)  that  the  Assembly  had  on 
those  points  formed  an  erroneous  judgment,  yet  so  far  as  its 
grants  or  engagements  extended,  they  are  irrevocably  binding 

44-VoL.  XVIII. 
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on  the  State,  nad  caniiut  bv  cauceleil  without  the  coniieDt  fit 
tlicwM  to  ur  with  whom  they  were  made. 

Uth.  Because  all  the  aotd  of  the  Legislature  which  appear  on 
their  Journals  since  the  OonflniiiDg  Law  was  passed,  maiiifeHt 
an  intention,  ultimately,  to  estahliah  the  claim  ot  the  «'on- 
necticut  clalTimiits.  Wlien  accidental  causes  had  rendered  it 
imjmsHiljIe  for  all  of  them  to  exhibit  their  claims  within  the 
time  prtjscri bed  by  the  Confirming  Law,  the  power  of  the  Coni- 
luiiWiunerH  waH  antipended  by  a  law  made  for  that  piarpoxe; 
lept  by  a  partial  edtabllstiment  of  claimx  (which  could  apply 
only  to  such  as  they  had  an  opportunity  to  receive  and  exam- 
ine), much  misohiefand  confusion  should  arise.  But  the  liuei- 
[leiiKion  of  a  law  is  In  its  nature  only  a  temporary  measure; 
and  in  thl»  cime  it  was  eipretwly  declared  to  Im>  only  until  tbe 
Let-ialature should  make  further  provisions  and  regulatlone  in 
the  premises.  At  the  same  time  a  bill  was  introduced,  adopted 
and  published  for  consideration,  for  the  purpoiie  of  grantritK 
the  iieventeen  townshlits  entire  to  the  Conneotiout  claimant»; 
II  Krant  th.tt  there  is  sufficient  e%-idenee  lo  show  would  greatly 
hnvt'  <'xceede<l  the  claims  which  could  have  been  admitted 
uuiler  the  Conflruiint;  Law.  The  next  day  a  resolve  was 
IHissed,  to  nuthorlxe  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  take 
proper  measures  for  ascertaining  the  (guantityand  value  of  th« 
land  claimed  by  Pennsylvania  owners,  to  be  reported  at  the 
next  session,  "that  the  House  might  the  better  be  enabled  to 
decide  on  the  comjiensatlon  to  be  made  them."  All  these  trans- 
actions took  place  long  after  the  ConArmmg  Law  bad  l>een 
enacted,  and  they  will  admit  of  but  one  or  two  meanings: 
Either  that  the  Legislature  still  judged  it  proi>er  and  neces- 
sary siibBtantially  to  carry  the  Confirming  Law  into  execution, 
mid  meant  eventually  to  do  it,  or  that  the  cogent  reasons 
which  induced  the  guissing  of  it,  still  continued  in  such  force, 
thiLt  H  repeal  of  it  would  have  been  danserous,  ami,  therefore. 
thiit  the  Suspending  Law,  the  bill  for  granting  the  seventeen 
townships  entire,  and  the  resolution  preparatory  to  the  ntitk- 
iiig  comjiensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  were  neces- 
sarv  to  excite  in  the  Connecticut  settlers  an  exjiectation  <)r  a 
llniil  estabiisltment  of  their  claims,  to  soothe  and  keep  tliem 
quiet,  to  iirevent  anyaccessionof  force,  and  to  detach  from  tbein 
their  ni'W  associates ;  hut  that  when  thene  views  should  Ih-  ae- 
couiplishcd,  and  when  it  should  be  found  that  the  juriiulirtion 
of  the  Commonwealth  was  completely  established  in  Livz-erue 
county,  the  Conllrming  Law  should  he  repealeil.  But  if  some, 
by  ih.-ir  coniluet  in  this  businewH,  are  disposed  to  impute  si'ch 
ban'  and  dishonorable  motives  to  a  former  Legislature,  we  are 
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not.    The  obvious  construction  of  those  public  acts  forbids  the 
suspicion. 

7th.  Because  the  grants  of  land  solemnly  made  by  the  Con- 
firming Law  to  the  Connecticut  claimants,  assure  to  them  ef- 
fective titles,  and  the  property  thereby  vested  in  them  cannot 
be  taken  from  them,  without  providing  for  them  a  complete 
coin pensat ion.  But  such  compensation  would  far  exceed  that 
which  has  been  engaged  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants :  There- 
fore, if  the  mere  interest  of  the  State  be  regarded,  the  Con- 
firming Law  ought  not  be  repealed.  The  journals  and  files  of 
the  Legislature  clearly  show  that  the  Assembly  which  enacted 
the  law  for  confirming  to  the  Connecticut  claimants  the  lands 
by  them  claimed  in  the  county  qt  Luzerne,  were  not  ignorant 
of  the  magnitude  of  her  grant.  The  petition  of  those  claim- 
ants explicitly  states,  that  their  claims  extended  through  sev- 
enteen towns,  generally  live  miles  square,  and  tc  some  de- 
tached lots,  and  the  committee  on  that  petition  rei)orted  to 
the  Assembly  that  the  petition  was  for  entire  and  extensive 
tracts.  In  addition  to  this,  the  law  by  relative  terms  refers  to 
the  petition;  is  founded  upon  and  confined  to  it;  and  as  the 
claims  are  then  stated,  it  is  bat  a  trifiing  with  words  to  say, 
that  "the  Legislature  had  not  proper  information  of  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  grant." 

8th.  Because,  if  we  should  say  that  at  the  time  the  Confirm- 
ing Law  was  enacted,  there  did  not  exist  sufficient  reasons  for 
passing  it,  if  we  should  declare  in  the  words  of  the  preamble  of 
the  repealing  law.  *'that  it  was  hastily  passed  without  <hie  con- 
sideration," it  would  be  to  accuse  that  Legislature  of  criminal 
improvidence  and  inattention  to  their  duty.  But  no  subse- 
quent Legislature  can  be  justified  in  doing  this,  unless  (which 
is  impossible)  they  caa  see  and  feel  all  those  reasons  and  im- 
pressions under  which  the  law  originated. 

9th,  Because,  if  the  repealing  law  could  iK>ssibly  produce 
the  effect  intended  by  its  supporters,  it  will  nevertheless  bring 
an  indelible  disgrace  on  the  State.  It  will  show  that  not  honor 
and  justice,  but  mere  mercenary  views  governed  its  conduct; 
that  it  held  itself  bound  by  its  contracts,  only  when  a  fulfill- 
ment of  them  coincided  with  its  interests;  and  that  though  by 
its  laws,  it  will  compel  the  honest  performance  of  disadvanta- 
geous contracts,  entered  into  by  individual  citizens,  yet  in  its 
own  case,  setting  itself  above  the  law,  it  will  pay  no  regard  to 
them. 

10th.  Because  the  formal  repeal  of  the  Confirming  Law, 
while  it  prostrates  the  faith,  and  honor,  and  dignity  of  the 
State,  will  not  procure  any  equivalent,  if,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  there  can  be  any  possible  equivalent  for  the  sacrifice 
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of  thoae  great  prinoipleH  of  aocieiy  anil  government ;  hecauae 
the  repeal  itself  will  Ue  nugatory,  for  it  in  an  infraction  of  the 
JawB  of  natloait,  a  violation  of  the  Conitituttoa  of  the  United 
Btatea,  ao  ex  pott  facto  law,  a  law  violating  tlie  obiigatlon  of  a 
solemn  public  contract,  and  llie  courts  of  the  United  States 
muat  pronounce  it  to  be  of  no  effect.  Henoe  the  folly  of  the 
repeal  will  equal  Its  Injuatlce ;  far  tbere  will  not  reiuain  even 
the  paltry  nonafdoration  of  interest  to  console  the  State  for  the 
losxot  its  honor,  dignity,  and  faith.  It  is  too  probable  that 
the  misohiefs  resulting  from  the  measure  maybe  Berious  in 
their  nature  and  of  long  conliuuaiioe.  Those  who  were  ap- 
peased by  a  good  policy,  will  not  be  appeased  by  a  faithli^e 
oue ;  and  those  who  formerly  Joined  them  from  motives  of  hu- 
manity, may  do  it  again,  from  tlie  additional  one  of  our  having 
ailiied  treachery  to  violence.  Whatever  may  be  the  event,  we 
dixsent  from  the  vote  passing  the  bill  Into  a  law,  and  desire 
that  our  reasons  may  be  recordeil  in  JuBtifioation  of  our  con- 
duct, and  for  the  iuformalion  of  our  const  It  u  tents. 

William  Lewis, 
JoB:r  Nrtille, 
Obadiah  <3orb, 
Sauuel  .\bhmbad, 
Henry  Dbrixq. 


PICKERING  AND  GORR  TO  GOV.  MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia,  Januari/Xb,  1791. 

Kir  :  The  sole  purpose  for  which  we  waiteti  on  you  yesterday 
w«H  to  give  you  some  Information  relative  to  a  candidate  for  a 
public  offioe  In  the  county  of  Luienie,  who  is  not  personally 
known  to  you,  and  whofe  character,  we  have  reaMon  to  believe, 
lias  not  been  truly  represented.  The  office  is  that  of  county 
llt>nlcnant,  now  held  by  colonial  Zebulon  Butler. 

<''o1.  Butler  waM  an  officer  in  the  late  Continental  army,  and 
llnally  bad  the  command  of  a  Connecticut  regiment.  He  ir<  a 
giK.d  iiutured  man  and  nu  "bli^-iiig  neigblxiur.  For  these  rew- 
HiMiM,  nii<i  for  tbe  ri;nftril  «■.■  have  |o  aji  old  ncquaintanee.  we 
Mlmnld  take  i)leasuii'  in  seeing  bini  renpiHiinted  county  lieu- 
t.'imut  ti)r  Lu/.^rne.  But,  sii-.  we  apiirehend  that  Govtrn- 
iiieiLt  ean  derive  no  bciiinnr,  an<l  tbe  nommouwealth  no  nd- 
vantagi',  from   bi»  leapjiointmeiit  ;  en  the  contrary,  both  will 
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be  injured.  Sir,  we  speak  it  with  regret,  but  a  just  regard  to 
the  honour  of  government  and  the  interest  of  the  county  and 
of  the  Commonwealth,  oblige  us  to  declare  the  truth.  We  wish 
that  he  had  renounced  all  pretensions  to  the  office,  that  we 
might  have  been  spared  the  pain  of  making  the  declaration, 
that  Colonel  Butler,  for  many  years  too  much  addicted  to 
strong  drink,  is  now  rendered  wholly  unfit  to  fill  the  office  of 
county  lieutenant.  This  unfortunate  habit  has  cost  him  his 
estate,  which  is  now  under  execution,  and  probably  will  not  be 
near  sufficient  to  satisfy  his  creditors.  We  have  heard  the 
complaint,  and  we  believe  it  to  be  true,  that  neither  drums  nor 
fifes  have  been  purchased  with  the  militia  fines,  but  that  these 
have  been  consumed  in  drink.  Sir,  we  cannot  entertain  an 
idea  that  the  militia  fines  w^hich  have  been,  or  shall  be  col- 
lected and  paid  to  him,  can  ever  be  accounted  for.  His  pres- 
ent circumstances  and  the  temptation  of  the  unfortunate,  but 
invincible  habit  beforementioned,  will  prevent  it. 

Permit  us  now.  Sir,  to  mention  another  name— a  name  well 
known  to  you,  a  name  respected  in  the  county,  the  name  of  a 
sober  and  discreet  man— Colonel  Denison.  If  he  could  be  ap- 
pointed county  lieutenant.  Government  would  be  honoured, 
the  Commonwealth  faithfully  served,  and  the  people  of  the 
county  well  pleased. 

We  have  been  led.  Sir,  to  make  this  representation  at  this 
time  in  consequence  of  our  having  heard  of  a  particular  appli- 
cation to  you  in  favour  of  Col.  Butler,  and  because  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  assistant  Secretary  has  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  one  of  us,  perhaps  to  inform  him  that  you  have  al- 
ready given  him  the  appointment ;  but  which,  if  you  think 
proper,  can  at  any  time  this  day  be  recalled,  which  we  partic- 
ularly mention,  because,  to-morrow,  if  not  recalled,  it  may 
be  on  its  way  to  Luzerne. 

Sir,  we  naturally  wish  to  live  on  good  terms  with  our  neigh- 
bours, and  therefore  should  be  pleased  to  liave  the  knowledge 
of  this  representation  confined  to  your  own  breast.  Neverthe- 
less, as  truth,  your  honour,  and  the  public  good  are  its  sole 
objects,  we  shall  not  object  to  any  communication  of  it  which 
shall  be  necessary  for  your  justification  in  dropping  CoJ.  But- 
ler and  appointing  Col.  Denison,  or  any  other  fit  character, 
lieutenant  of  Lozeme  County. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  servants, 

TlMOTHjr  PlCKERINf4, 

Obad.  Gork. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq..  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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ARTHUR  ERWIN  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 

April  5,  1701. 
Sir:  PerhapH  it  may  a]ii><^ar  Homewhat  extraordinary  to 
carry  a  Complaint  before  tti<-  Cliief  Magistrate  of  tlie  State, 
where  the  Laws  of  the  LunO  liivve  iminted  out  the  more  regular 
Mode  of  pursuiiiK  the  Means  of  Redress  i  but  as  thia.  Sir,  Is  an 
extraordinary  Case,  it  uiay  proljalily  be  a  sufficient  excuse  fur 
the  irregular  Mode  of  proceeding  in  it.  You  are  not  now  to 
learn  the  Troubles  and  emliarrassments  which  the  Connecti- 
cut claiiaaut8  to  Lands  in  the  County  of  Luzenie  hare  for  a. 
tieries  &i  yeare  iMuit  from  Time  to  Time  Involved  Peniisylvaoiu. 
It  will  not  be  necfssary,  I  conceive,  toenter  into  any  Investi- 
l^ation  of  tliat  DutiinesH.  Tho  existing  Jaws,  were  they  carried 
iiilo  effect,  would  heHufflcient  to antiwer every  purpoef.  My  pre- 
sent application  to  yon,  however  relates  to  niyeelf  only.  When 
the  Land  Office  was  oj)ened  in  the  year  178.),  and  the  choice 
thereof  determined  l)y  Lott.  I  liecaiiiean  ndventurer.for  alnrnt 
five  Thousand  BcreM  in  Lu/.erne  county,  adjoining  the  New  Torlt 
line,  and  without  the  LimitK  of  any  of  those  Townshiiko  corit- 
prehended  in  tlie  late  conflruiing  or  quieting  Law,  since  re- 
pealed. These  Lands,  which  lay  on  tlie  Tio(j^  aliovo  the  jtoint, 
1  immediately  [latented,  settled,  cleared  and  improved,  not 
doubting  but  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsyJvanin.  under  the 
Kolemn  Faith  of  which  I  liad  pnrchaMed  and  jiald  for  them, 
would  protect  ine  in  the  i>o88ewsion  niiil  enj<)yment  of  my  Pru- 
pi-rty.  I  have  breii  almost  the  only  man  who  has,  in  tlint 
Country,  asserted  the  Claims  under  the  Government  of  Penti- 
Hylvania  to  tile  Lands  in  Luzerne,  by  wliloh  I  have  not-  otiiy 
mibjected  myself  t<i  Insult  and  abuse,  hut  on  more  occaHions 
than  one  been  in  eminent  Danger  of  tny  Life,  not  from  Thream 
merely,  but  by  actual  assault,  and  that  of  the  mimt  agrlvated. 

When  in  August,  ITHil,  I  was  In  that  country  cultivating  u>y 
own  ur.iund  I  wa«  obliged  to  have  Recourse  to  the  legal  steiHt 
to  recover  some  Kent  due  i<i  me  from  a  [hTSOn  who  oci-upied 
IMirtuf  my  Land  there  rniiler  verbal  Lea-^e,  and  when  the  pro- 
p;-riy  dislrained  wa«  In  the  llnnds  of  the  Ofllner.  the  T.-nant 
with  several  others  eame  and  fnn-eably  resqned  it.  not  satisfied 
with  tills  ontrng".  (hey  lit  lacked  me  and  one  of  them  with  the 
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8nch  a  manner  that  I  very  narrowly  escaped  with  my  Life.  I 
then  took  the  usual  steps  to  liave  him  prosecuted  for  a  Breach 
of  the  peace,  but,  altho'  every  necessary  proof  was  made  of  the 
Fact,  in  that  county  he  escaped  unpunished.  In  the  course  of 
the  last  Summer  a  number  of  persons  who  call  themselves  Half- 
share  men,  a  Description  of  people  who,  I  lielieve  from  principle 
and  Habit,  are  not  likely  ever  to  be  good  or  useful  citizens  of 
this  or  any  other  Country,  came  within  my  enclosed  ground  at 
a  Time  that  I  was  absent,  cut  a  quantity  of  Hay,  and  to  the 
Laboronrs  who  I  had  there  employed,  used  many  Threats 
against  my  Person.  After  I  had  hauled  in  the  Hay  which  my 
people  had  made,  together  with  what  they  had  cut  on  my 
Land,  they  came  and  forceably  took  it  away,  still  using 
Threats ;  soon  after  they  took  from  my  Laborours  a  quantity 
of  Indian  Corn  in  the  same  manner,  which  circumstances  the 
Depositions  of  Daniel  McDuflfee,  Sarah  Redford  and  Dolly  Mc- 
Duflfee  make  appear.  It  is  true  the  Effects  which  have  been 
violently  and  unlawfully  taken  from  me  are  of  no  very  great 
value  or  magnitude,  but  if  the  persons  who  have  thus  fla- 
grantly broke  in  upon  my  property  escape  with  Impunity,  the 
property  of  no  Pennsylvanian  will  Ije  safe  from  their  Depreda- 
tions. I  have  not  taken  any  legal  steps  to  obtain  Redress,  well 
knowing  the  Fate  of  any  process  in  the  County  of  Luzerne, 
where  a  Pennsylvanian  is  a  party;  of  this  indeed  I  have  had 
suflQcient  experience.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  will  do  me  ample  Justice  and  no  longer 
suffer  her  laws  to  be  tramped  on.  her  Dignity  delmsed  and  her 
citizens  injured  and  abused  by  a  set  of  people  who  have  ever 
discovered  a  Disposition  obnoxious  to  the  Laws  and  govern- 
ment of  this  State.  I  have,  therefore,  made  my  application  to 
you,  as  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  State,  and  from  your 
prompt  Decision  and  public  spirit,  I  hope  such  measures  will 
be  taken  as  to  secure  me  in  the  Enjoyment  of  my  property  in 
that  country,  as  well  as  to  protect  me  from  the  Danger  which 
from  the  constant  Threats  of  those  i>eople  I  conceive  my  Life 
to  be  in  w^hile  among  them. 

With  every  sentiment  of  Respect,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

Arthur  Erwin* 
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ACCOUNT  OP  WILLIAM  8AYREB. 


Lr.  The  State  of  Petmaylmnia  ta  Wtn-  Sayrea,  far  Sundriea 
furnixhed  the  Troops  on  the  Wyoming  Expedition,  by  order  oj 
the  Magistrates  of  Northumberland  County,  in  the  year  1775- 

To  oe^  galls  Ruin, Gs  M  £28    »     T} 

23  tfftlls  WhiaKey, i  4  18     0 

4  lbs.  Ctindlea 13  50 

^  lbs.  Tallow 10  a  - 1 

1  bolt  Tap» 3     6 

4lb8.  Toffee. 17  64 

2  Loftvee  Sugar,  31  lb«. , 3  3    3    0 

r,  iba.  Sugar 11  4    7 

7  IbH.  Soap 1  7     0 

2  pairs  Shoee 10  10    0 

I  (Milr  LegRine, 11     3 

CaHh  to  the  woUDdetl,  &c.,    ...  ISO 

l>o.  for  Firewood  fordo. 1     3    tt 

To  pundriee  furnished  the  dltlerent 
Coinpaiiieo  and  wounded,  bv  order 
of  Squire  AIIIboh  aad  Sheriff  Cook,  41  10    7 


Examiner, 
John  Donaldson, 
Pay  Gen.  Offlcer, 

£T8  1  lU. 


Wm.  Saybbs. 


HORTHIMSKKLAXD   ClfSTV  S* -■ 

Before  William  UoniKoniery,  one  of  the  Jueticesof  the  pea«e 
i[i  wild  County,  personnlly  appeared  William  Saj-ers,  abovu 
named,  who  being  duly  sworn,  doth  deixwe  and  say,  that  the 
rtlK>ve  aceount  of  Seventy -Eight  pounds  one  shilling  and  elfve 


heliath  I 


e  halfpe.ll 


ived 


a  justly  due  liii 
o  iMlrt  thereof. 


s  ahoire  stated,  ami  that 
r  satltjfactlou  therefor. 

William  Sayrbs. 
\  this  -1th  day  of  Mav,  17W). 
Wm.  I 
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ACCOUNT  OP  ROBERT  KING  AGAINST  THE  STATE. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsplvaniat  in  General  Assembly  met  : 

The  humble  Petition  of  Robert  King,  of  the  County  of 
Northumberland,  respectfully  sheweth : 

That  your  Honour's  Petitioner,  during  the  disputes  between 
the  Connecticut  claimants  for  Lands  in  said  County,  and  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  (previous  to  the  late  war),  was  at  sun- 
dry times,  on  different  emergencies  called  by  the  Justices  and 
Sheriff  of  said  County,  to  render  them  sundry  services,  which 
he  cheerfully  did,  and  was  by  them  promised  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  the  same,  in  pursuance  of  which  your  Petitioner 
applied  to  a  former  house  of  the  Legislature ;  but  at  that  time 
the  matter  was  not  taken  up,  since  whicn  he  hath  been  in- 
formed that  a  State  House  of  Assembly  had  taken  up  the 
matter  and  granted  a  compensation  to  sundry  persons  then 
applying  to  them.  Your  Petitioner  being  an  inhabitant  of  the 
westward  part  of  said  County  had  notanopportunity  of  know- 
ing of  such  application,  and  consequently  not  provided  for  by 
said  act,  and  but  lately  iniornied  thereof,  and  firmly  relying 
on  the  justice  of  your  Honourable  House,  humby  begs  leave  to 
present  his  humble  petition,  accompanied  with  an  account  of 
his  Expenditures  and  services  duly  attested.  Hoping  your 
Honours  will  be  pleased  to  Consider  the  same  and  grant  relief 
in  the  premises,  and  your  Honour* s  petitioner  will  ever  pray, 

&c., 

Robert  King. 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  Robert  King,. Dr. 

1772.    June  6.    To  taking  Crook  Jones,  an  inhabitant 

of  Wyoming  (he  beln^  a  prisoner), 
from  Fort  Augusta  to  the  Goal  of 
Carlisle,  by  order  of  Sam  1  Hunter 
and  William  MoClay,  Esquires.  Dis- 
tance, 73  miles,  Os  4d, £14    4 

Cash  pd.  for  hand  Cuffs, 4 

Cash  pd.  the   Prisoner's  E^petuKes,  3 

days  on  the  road, 7    6 

Cash  pd.  my  own  and  Prisoner's  Ex- 
penses 2  days  in  Carlisle  before  the 
jailor  would  receive  him,  on  account 
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of  a  fracture  ia  hiK  »oul1,  whloli  he 
received  at  hU  being  taken,  the 
Dor's  Idli  iiicliideil, 

Julj-  8.  To  MvBBlf  nixl  Horse,  5  days,  vii,  from 
3d  to  Ttli.  botli  days  iualuded,  Col- 
leotlng  the  inhabitants  of  Norili- 
Uiuberland  Coun.ty,  In  order  to  aiv 
prehend  n,  pftrty  from  Wyoming 
(then  usiiemliled  at  Marcus  Hullng's, 
on  t  lie  Went  Branch  ofSusquetiaDna 
Rivor),  byorderof  Doc.  Wni.  Plunk- 
ett.  Ef-q.,     

Sep.  as.  To  sundry  Bervlce  rendered  by  order 
of  Wiu.  Cook.  Esq.,  BherilT,  a^ioet 
a  )Hirty  of  Yankees  nm»einbled  at 
Vrieland's  Mil!,  vij,  from  Sflth  to 
aeth,  both  dttj-H  included)  this  be- 
fore Nov'r  oriler), 

Dec.  14.  To  a  canoe  lent  Baiu'l  McClay,  Eitq., 
for  pnblic  service  (broke  in  the  ieo 
before  returned) 

Dec.  18.  To  a  wason,  Hor«eH  and  driver  and 
finding  tile  Kaine  for  four  days  liaul- 
hig  airtunltion  and  stores  from 
Korthnmberland  to  Fitdiing  Creek, 
by  order  of  Saui'1  Hunter.  Esq.,  .  . 
To  my  i)ay  ai)  a  Lieutenant  of  Militia, 
under  tlie  cotnuiand  of  Col.  Wni. 
Plunkett,  from  Dee.  19.  177o,  to  Jan. 
!t,  ITTG,  l>oth  days  included,  being 
twenty-tliree  days,      

Jan.  To  tiauling  21  loadx  of  firewood,  bv 
onier  of  Doc.  Benjn  Allison,  Esq.'. 
for  tile  ui<e  of  the  men  wounded  at 
Wyoming  and  then  nuder  the  care 
of  Doc.  Allison.   ..■ 


Balann^  line  Robert  Kiuc  {uiyable 


.I"HN-    D'lXALlls' 
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>'OHTHUMBKRLAND   COUXTY,  SS: 

before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Common 
pleas  in  and  for  said  County,  personally  came  the  within 
named  Rob*t  Kin^,  who  bein^  duly  sworn  according  to  Law, 
doth  say  that  the  within  services  were  done  by  him  by  order 
of  the  High  SheriflF  and  Justices  of  the  county  aforesaid,  with 
u  promise  of  being  rewarded  for  the  same,  and  said  deiK>nent 
<loth  also  say  that  he  hath  rec'd  no  i)ay  or  com|>eusation  for 
the  same,  and  farther  saith  not. 

Robert  King. 

Sworn  and  tiubscribeti  before  me  this  27th  day  of  August, 


ron 


J.  L.  McCooK. 


DEPOSITION  OP  JOSEPH  SHIPPEN,  ESQ. 


[In  the  case  of  Vanhorne  ra.  Dorrance,  was  given  in  evidence 
the  following  deposition,  which  is  valuable  in  connection  with 
the  "Controversy."] 

Joseph  Shippen,  Esquire,  a  witness,  produced,  sworn  and 
examined  on  the  imrt  of  the  plaintilT,  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
he  was  at  Wyoming  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1757,  when  he  was  a 
captain  of  the  Provincials  of  the  regiment  called  the  Augusta 
regiment,  first  commanded  by  Colonel  Clapham  and  after- 
wards by  Colonel  Burd ;  that  he  went  with  other  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Provincials  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  as  a  guard  to  John  Howes,  Edward  Shipj^en  and 
James  Cfailbraith,  Esquires,  commissioners  appointed  })y  Gov- 
ernor Denny,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  part  of  whose  lousiness  was  to 
build  houses  for  Teedyuscung  ami  other  Indians  at  Wyoming 
(as  deponent  understood)  and  some  houses  were  built ;  that 
at  this  time  there  were  no  white  people  there,  nor  anywhere 
above  Augusta  nor  below  that  for  about  thirty  miles,  excei>t 
one  Armstrongs  family  at  Fort  Halifax,  it  being  the  time  of 
war  with  the  Indians;  that  dejwnent  heard  nothing  at  that 
time  ofan^'  settlers  from  New  England  in  that  country,  nor  for 
8ome  years  after>  dei)onent  having  marched  with  Forbe's 
army  in  1758,  with  Cfeneral  Stanwix  in  1759,  and  went  to  Europe 
in  the  spring  1760,  from  whence  he  returned  in  the  fall  of  1701 ; 
that  the  9th  of  Ai>ril,  in  the  year  1771,  the  deiK)nent  was  ap- 
]>ointed  by  Governor  John  Penn,  together  with  Jame*  Tilgh- 
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lunii  and  John  LnkpnB,EB(]uireB,  to  sell  the  proprietary  lauds 
at  Wyoming,  agreeably  to  certain  instrnctlona  now  shown  to 
him,  Higued  by  ihe  said  John  Penn,  which  buBlness  was  effeoted 
by  theia  at  Easton,  and  report  made  by  them  agreeably  to  tbt! 
papers,  being  a  report  signed  by  tbe  said  James  Tilghman, 
the  deponent,  aud  John  Ltil<ens,  anil  a  list  aooompanyiDg  it, 
and  alHo  now  shown  10  him,  signed  with  their  naineB,  of  which 
tbe  deponent  testitleth  and  saith  that  ihey  contain  the  troth 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

This  deponent  being  examined  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
saith  that  he  understood  that  Teedyuscung  had  eiprsMly 
agreed  with  r:loverDor  Denny,  at  a  treaty  held  at  Kaston,  that 
hoiisex  shonld  he  built  for  him.  and  other  Indians  ot  the  Dela- 
vhto  nation,  at  Wyoming,  and  that  the  hoases  above  lueo- 
tioned  were  built  by  the  rommlsslonera  in  consequence  of  that 
treaty;  that  alter  the  houses  were  ballt  this  deponent,  with 
the  gnnrd,  escorted  the  Commissioners  to  Fort  AngOBta,  and 
left  Teedyuseung  in  possession  of  them. 

J09BPR  Shippbs,  Jr. 
City  of  Philadklphia.  ss  : 

Sworn  before  me.  this  23d  April,  1703. 

Mattu.  Clarkbon, 
Jlayor. 


THE  REPRE8ESTAT10NOF  PARSHALL  TERRY. 


(The  following  paper  was  also  elicited  In  the  case  of  Vanhome 
«».  Dorrance,  prf-vioucly  referred  to.) 

The  deposition  of  Parshall  Terry,  of  Wyaloosing  towiuhip,  in 
the  county  of  LuKeme,  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

PHIUinKLPHIA.  SS: 

On  the  25th  day  ot  April,  17M,  before  me,  James  Btddle. 
Esqnire.  president  of  the  courts  of  ^-omuion  pleas  in  the  first 
district  of  Pennsyhania,  came  personally  Parshall  Terrj-,  and 
being  duly  sworn,  doth  say  that  in  the  yeor  1702,  he  then  lieing 
lit)  inhiiliitant  of  Goshen,  in  th^  then  province  of  New  York, 
anil  he  tlieu  also  Iveinga  proprietor  in  the  Connecticut  Susque- 
hanna purchase,  beinjj  informed  that  thf  company  of  proprie- 
torfi  had  granted  two  townships,  ten  miles  square  each,  na  a 
uramity  to  the  first  two  hnmlred  settler*,  thev  being  proprie- 
tors (or  in  proi>ortion  to  ft  less  number),  conditioned  that  said 
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8et tiers  go  on  and  remain  in  possession  for  the  company  for 
the  term  of  five  years ;  that  as  near  as  he  can  recollect  some 
time  about  the  last  of  August  of  the  same  year  the  deponent, 
with  ninety-three  others,  mostly  from.  Connecticut,  went  to 
Wyoming;  that  they  carried  on,  and  took  with  them  horses 
and  farming  utensils  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  farm- 
ing business ;  that  he  well  recollects  the  names  of  a  nuuiber 
who  went  on  in  company  with  him,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

Stephen  Gardner. 

William  Buck. 

Daniel  Baldwin. 

John  Comstock. 

Abel  Pierce. 

Augustin  Hunt. 

Ezra  Dean. 

Daniel  Gore. 

Ephraim  Seely. 

Ezekiel  Pierce. 

Isaac  Bennet. 

Jonathan  Weeks. 

Benjamin  Ashley. 

Ebenezer  Searls. 

Philip  Weeks. 

Hover. 

Ephraim  Tyler,  Junior. 

Gideon  Lawrence. 

Timothy  Hollister,  Jr. 

Timothy  Smith. 

Moses  Kimbell. 

Thomas  Marsh. 

Benjamin  Tolles. 

Wright  Smith. 

Benjamin  Davis. 

Simon  Draper. 

John  Smith. 

and  Rev.  W  m.  Marsh,  a  Baptist 
preacher. 
The  deponent  saith  that  on  their  arrival  at  Wyoming  they 
encamped  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna,  where  they  built  several  huts  for  shelter;  that 
they  cut  grass  and  made  hay  on  Jacob's  plains;  that  they 
were  shortly  after  joined  by  many  others ;  that  their  whole 
company  on  the  ground  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  up- 
wards ;  that  they  continued  on  the  ground,  according  to  his 
best  recollection  about  ten  days ;  that  the  season  being  far  ad- 


John  Jenkins. 
Samuel  Richards. 
David  Garvin. 
Oliver  Slnith. 
Eliphalet  Stephens. 

Jewel. 

Obculiah  Gore,  Junior. 
William  Stevens. 
Daniel  Lawrence. 
Isaac  Underwood. 
David  Honeywell. 
Elkanah  Fuller. 
James  Atherton. 
Jonathan  Weeks,  Jr. 
Stephen  Lee. 
Ephraim  Tyler. 
Uriah  Stevens. 
Timothy  Hollister. 
John  Dorrance. 
Silas  Park. 
Isaac  Hollister. 
Jonathan  Slocum. 
Nathaniel  Terry. 
Matthew  Smith. 
Benjamin  Shoemaker. 
Nathaniel  Chapman. 
George  Minor. 
Nathan  Hurlbut, 
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vanctKl  anil  flnillng  that  It  would  be  difflcult  to  procure  pm- 
vifiona  at  so  great  a  dlstanoe  from  any  inhabited  country,  the 
committee  o(  tlie  Mttltire,  viz :  John  Jenkins,  John  Smith  anU 
Stephen  Gardner,  thought  proper  and  advised  us  to  return, 
which  waD  agreed  to,  and  tlie  greatest  part  of  the  eoiiipany 
with(lr«w,  the  deponent  Iwing  one;  thataNiuHll  uuniber  were 
left  on  the  ground,  who  tarried  some  time  lunger,  an  the  d*"- 
ponent  understood.  The  deponent  says  tliat  at  the  time-  tlicy 
arrivtnl  at  Wyommg  there  were  not  any  Inhabitants  in  that 
country  to  hiit  Itnowledge  except  one,  Tee<lyuscung,  an  Indian 
cliief,  and  a  number  of  Indian  familieH.  The  deponent  diil  not 
discover  any  apppearance  of  improvements  lieing  made  )>y 
wliite  [H-ople  previona  to  the  de|ionent  and  tlie  comimny  afore- 
Kaid  gointf  on  tlti>  landx. 

The  deponent  further  salth  that  at  the  time  they  withdrew 
tliey  Hecnred  their  farming  utenfllit  on  the  ground,  to  lie  ready 
for  the  spring  following,  iis  they  ex|)ected  to  return  at  that 
lime.  He  niHo  Hailh  that  early  in  the  niontli  of  Uay  (as  near  ac> 
Itcean  n-colleet),  in  the  yparlTM,  he,  the  deiKinent,  with  a  timall 
number  of  othern,  went  on  to  Wyoming  to  renew  tlteir  jiopses- 
ciiiun;  that  they  were  soon  joined  by  a  large  numiier,  lieintr 
modtly  tiiose  who  liail  been  on  the  preceiling  year;  that  they 
took  on  with  them  lioreieH,  oxen,  r-owi<  and  farmint;  utensil)'; 
that  they  proeeeilml  to  plowing,  planting  rorn  and  sowing 
grain  of  dilTeri-nt  kindx.  building  liouxex,  feinw  and  all  kinilit 
of  fiirmcr's  bUHiness;  that  they  iimde  large  improvemenia  in 
Wilkes-Barr,.,  Kingston,  Plymouth  and  Hanover  (as  they  are 
now  ralleih  ;  that  they  improved  several  hnndreil  acres  of  lunil 
witli  corn  and  other  grain,  and  procured  a  large  iinnntity  of 
hay  ;  that  thi'y  carrieTl  on  their  l)[ii'ini'HM  [innioluNted  until  llie 
month  of  October;  that  diirlug  their  resilience  at  Wyoniintf 
thiit  senHon,  aeeovding  to  hix  best  recollection,  there  were  aliont 
one  hundred  and  tifty  settlers,  who  made  i  m  pro  vein  fiitf. 
though  not  so  great  n  nninber  on  the  ground  at  auy  one  time  ; 
thai  lie  alno  well  recollect.-'  lanilM  being  laid  out  and  lotteil  on 
the  SiiMiuebaniia  river  the  came  year,  and  that  he,  llie  ile- 
pom-nt,  drew  a  lot  at  that  time  in  WIIkeh-Barre  (n>  i1  is  now 
niU.'di  ;  that  on  the  l-Mli  day  of  Ofitober,  tlie  settlers  being  in 
aM-atternl  I'.indition  on  tlieir  n-siiecrivii  farms,  they  were  at. 
lacked  by  the  savages  uimn  surprise  in  every  jmrt  t>f  llieir  set- 
Tlemeni.  and  all  nt  or  tn'ar  the  same  time;  thai  near  twenty 
were  killi'd  of  the  seltiers.  tb.-  others  fnki'n  and  disperse.i. 
Til.-  -.vii,.!..  of  the  properly  of  settlers  theu  on  the  ground  fell 
into  III.' enemy's  luuiils.  The  deponent  reeollects  the  names  of 
sev.THi  llml  were  kilb-d.  vin  ;  th,'  Rev.  William  March.  Tlioinns 
Mar.-b,   Timothy    Hollister.    TImotliv   HolliRter,    Junior.    Na- 
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thaniel  Hollister,  Samuel  Richards,  Nathaniel  Terry,  Wright 
Smith,  Daniel  Baldwin  and  his  wife,  Jesse  Wiggins  and  a 
woman  by  the  name  of  Zeraiah  Whitney.  The  deponent  also 
recollects  that  Isaac  HoUister,  one  Air.  Shepherd,  and  a  son 
of  Daniel  Baldwin  were  take:i  prisoners,  as  he  understood. 
Several  others  were  killed,  whose  names  he  does  not  recollect. 

The  dei)onent  further  saith  that  early  in  the  year  1769  he 
was  informed  that  the  Connecticut-Susquehanna  Company 
hatl  resolved  to  renew  their  possessions  at  Wyoming;  that 
they  had  granted  one  township  of  ftve  miles  square  to  the  first 
forty  that  should  go  on  and  take  ix>sse8sion,  and  four  town- 
ships, five  miles  square  each,  to  two  hundred  others  that 
should  also  go 'on  and  take  possession  fpr  the  company,  or  in 
proportion  to  a  less  number,  the  said  settlers  to  remain  in  pos- 
session for  five  years;  that  the  dei)onent  was  admitted  as  one 
of  the  first  forty;  that  he  went,  in  company  with  more  than 
one  hundred  others,  some  time  the  last  of  April  or  beginning 
of  May;  that  uix)n  their  arrival  at  Wyoming  they  found  near 
fifty  of  the  Sus<inehanna  Comi^iiny,  who  had  gone  on  early  the 
same  year.  He  was  also  informed  that  several  had  been  taken 
by  the  Pennsylvanians  and  sent  to  Easton  goal.  The  depon- 
ent further  says  they  found  one  Amos  Ogden,  who  it  was  said 
belonged  to  New  Jersey,  and  about  eight  or  ten  others,  in  pos- 
session of  a  trading-house  at  Wilkes-Barre  (as  it  is  called),  and 
at  the  same  place  where  the  deponent,  and  others  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna ComiJany,  ha<l  built  houses  in  the  year  1763;  that 
the  said  Ogden  and  his  i>arty  had  some  small  improvements  on 
the  lands  where  the  deponent  and  others  had  improved  in  the 
afores*iid  vear  1763. 

The  dej)onent  further  says  that  to  the  best  of  his  recollection 
th#*re  were  upwards  of  one  thousand  on  the  ground  at  Wyom- 
ing of  the  Susquehanna  Comj^any,  in  ^he  year  1769,  aforesaid, 
though  he  believes  not  more  than  three  hundred  at  any  one 
time :  that  they  proceeded  to  imiiroving  their  old  posse.ssions, 
and  matle  large  additions  to  their  improvements;  that  they 
plowed  and  tilled  several  hundred  acres  of  corn  and  other 
grain,  built  houses  and  repaired  fences,  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Kings- 
ton, Plymouth  and  Hanover,  which  towns  were  laid  out  an<l 
lotted,  fenced,  an<l  carried  on  a  large  branch  of  farming  busi- 
ness, peaceably  and  unmolested,  until  some  time  in  June,  tho 
same  year,  when  a  Colonel  Francis,  said  to  belong  to  Philadel- 
phia, accompanied  with  a  large  imrty  of  armed  men,  appeared 
at  Wyoming,  and  drew  near  to  our  block-house  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  and  demanded  a  possession  of  our  houses  and  ix)sses- 
sions,  antl  threatened,  in  case  of  refusal,  he,  the  said  Francis, 
would  set  fire  to  our  houses  and    kill  our  people.     After  using 
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many  threats,  he,  the  eald  Fi-aocis,  withdrew  with  his  pftrtf. 
The  deponent  Hays  the  Conneotiout  aettters  (as  they  were 
called)  raised  great  quantities  of  grain  of  varioui  kinds— sev- 
eral thousand  bushels  ;  that  some  tlnid  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, a  small  [lart  of  the  settlers  beJQg  at  work  at  some  dis- 
tance from  their  block-houses,  were  attacked  by  a  party  of 
men.  eald  to  be  oomnianded  by  the  Ogden's;  several  of  the  set- 
tlers were  beat  and  wounded  ;  that  eoioe  time  in  the  month  of 
November,  as  near  as  the  deponent  can  reoolleot  Ogden's  party 
having  Increased  to  two  hundred  or  more,  as  it  was  said,  ali 
armed.  They  erected  a  battery  near  our  block-houses,  in 
Wilkes- Barre,  on  which  they  mounted  an  Iron  cannon  carry- 
ing a  four-pound  ball,  and  threaCeaed  ns  with  immediate  de- 
struction unless  we  surrendered,  nhereupon  an  agreement  wan 
made  between  our  committee,  Stephen  Gardner  and  John 
Smith,  on  the  part  of  the  Counectlout  settlers,  and  Ogden's 
and  others  on  the  part  of  the  Pennsyjvaniaus,  as  they  were 
caUed,  whereny  the  Ogden's  and  others  of  their  party  were 
permitted  to  take  possession  of  their  olock-houses  and  our  pos- 
sessions at  Wyoming.  Several  of  thesettlers  weresenttogoal ; 
Home  to  Eaaton,  some  to  Philadelphia.  The  rest  of  thesettlers 
were  dispersed,  t'lcept  about  ''ourteen,  who  were  permitted  to 
tarry  on  the  ground  to  take  care  of  our  cattle,  horses,  and 
other  effects,  which  in  the  agreement  were  to  be  restored  to 
ub;  however,  to  the  best  of  this  de)>onent's knowledge,  neither 
the  deponent,  nor  any  of  the  Connecticut  settlers,  had  any  of 
their  property  restored  to  them,  or  any  compensation  there- 
for, except  a  small  number  of  cattle,  which  the  settlers  found 
on  their  returnins  to  the  ground  the  next  spring  following. 
The  property  aforesaid  was  destroyed  and  taken  off,  as  it  was 
saiilliythe  Ogden's  and  their  party.  The  deponent  further 
Bays  that  on  or  about  the  Ut  ilay  of  April,  1770,  he.  the  deoo- 
nent.  with  a  large  party  of  the  old  setters  returned  to  Wyoming, 
and  removed  on  many  families,  and  recovered  their  old  posses- 
sions; that  theyfound  thefourteenConnectloutsettlers,  which 
were  left  in  the  fall  preceding,  still  in  possession  of  a  small 
fort  at  Wllkes-Barre.  The  Ogden's  aiKo,  and  a  small  party, 
were  aldo  in  possession  of  a  garrison ;  that  soon  after  our  arri- 
val n  umall  party  of  our  ])eo pie  were  fired  uiran  by  Ogden's 
imrty.  One  of  the  Connecticui  settlers  was  killed,  by  the  name 
of  Stager ;  that  the  Connecticut  settlers  were  soon  increased 
to  two  hundreil  or  upwards,  niiil  jiroceetled  to  make  large  im- 
provements on  their  old  farms,  w  ith  large  additions  thereto  ; 
that  they  wt-rv  peiii'ealile  and  unmolested  for  a  nuuiber  of 
inoiiths  until  some  Tiiui'  in  Sejiteiiiber,  when  the  Ogden's  and 
otht'^^•.  liiiving  collected  n  large  re-iiiforcemeiit  from  Kew  Jer- 
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sey  and  Pennsylvania,  as  it  was  said,  they  made  an  attack 
upon  our  settlers  in  their  houses  at  Wilkes-Barre,  in  the  night 
season,  and  wounded  a  number  ot  our  people,  and  took  the 
whole  of  them  prisoners ;  that  the  next  morning  following  the 
Ogden's  and  their  party  appeared  at  Kingston,  surrounded 
our  people  in  their  houses,  and  demanded  a  surrender  of  our 
possessions.  This  was  complied  with  by  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  settlers,  that  among  other  things  seventeen  of  the 
settlers  were  permitted  to  remain  on  the  ground  with  their 
families,  the  deponent  being  one  that  was  allowed  this  indul- 
gence ;  that  all  the  settlers,  except  the  seventeen  aforesaid, 
were  plundered  of  all  their  property  by  the  Pennsylvania 
party ;  that  in  the  month  of  December,  the  same  year,  a  small 
party  of  the  old  settlers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Laz- 
xirus  Stewart,  came  on  to  the  ground  and  took  Ogden  and  his 
I>arty  prisoners,  and  retook  th«  possession  of  the  country ;  that 
Ogden  and  his  party  were  shortly  afterward  dismissed  and  dis- 
persed. 

The  deponent  further  says  that  in  January,  1771,  the  Og- 
den's  appeared  again  on  the  ground  with  a  large  party  of 
Aliout  one  hundred  and  fifty,  as  was  said,  accompanied  with 
one  Kechlin,  a  sheriff,  as  he  was  called.  They  surrounded 
our  block-houses  and  demanded  a  surrender,  which  was  re- 
fused by  our  party.  They  commenced  a  heavy  fire  upon  us. 
They  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  but  still  crowded  upon  us. 
The  fire  was  returned  from  our  block-houses.  ISathan  Ogden 
was  killed.  The  party  then  withdrew.  That  the  evening  fol- 
lowing Captain  8te\iart,  and  a  small  party  with  him,  retired 
And  left  the  deponent,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  others,  with 
their  families ;  that  the  next  morning  following  the  deponent 
and  the  others,  about  ten  or  twelve,  as  aforesaid,  were  all  taken 
prisoners  by  Charles  Stewart  and  others;  robbed  of  all  our 
property ;  our  families  drove  off.  The  deponent,  and  the 
others  taken  with  him.  were  sent  under  a  guard  to  Easton. 
The  deponent,  and  three  others,  were  confined  in  Easton  goal, 
and  the  others  were  sent  to  Philadelphia  goal,  as  was  said. 
The  dep<3nent,  about  nix  weeks  after,  broke  goal  and  made  his 
escape,  and  went  to  Goshen,  in  the  State  of  New  York;  that 
some  time  in  the  month  of  July,  1771,  the  deponent  ugani 
joined  a  party,  mostly  of  the  old  Wyoming  settlers,  under  the 
command  of  Captains  Zebu  Ion  Butler  and  Lazarus  Stewart, 
and  repaired  to  Wyoming.  Were  shortly  after  reinforcef*  to 
the  number,  as  near  as  he  can  recollect,  of  about  one  hundred 
in  the  whole;  that  on  their  arrival  at  Wyoming  they  found 
the  Pennsylvanians  in  possession  of  a  garrison,  commanded 
bv  a  Colonel  Asher  Clayton,  as  was  said,  with  about  fifty  men, 
45_VoL.  XVIIL 
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aniiuil;  thwir  gnrriiton  iiioiiiittiil  h  oftnmm  carrying  n  tour- 
IKiuiid  Hhot  1  that  Biitlor  mill  Stewart,  with  their  party,  thv 
ili-|>on»nt  buini;  om>,  8<>uii  Iniil  nlega  to  the  garrlttou  ;  that  itot 
having  auy  artillury  thuy  niacin  xoveral  wooden  cannon ;  that 
tha  s'wge  oontiniiHii  twenty-nlx  ilayw,  iinUl  the  IStii  fiay  of 
An);iist,whun  artidett  nl  iigntoiiiuut  were  eaterml  into  l>«twe«n 
CaplninH  Stewart  and  Bntler,  and  otiiera,  on  the  part  of  thu 
T'oiinuetictnt  aettliTH,  tuid  Coiuiiel  Clayton,  and  others,  on  tliu 
imrt  of  thi!  PunnHylvaiiiu  claiiuiintM.  Tli«  garrison  watt  givt>n 
II])  to  tlie  Oonn(>«tiont  party.  The  families  that  were  in  tlio 
garridoii  witli  Colonel  Clayton  w«re  pennlttud  to  tarry  on  tht? 
gruimii  about  two  weulcis,  and  to  take  oiT  all  their  pro[>erty, 
lo  the  heHt  recollection  of  the  deponent ;  that  the  Connecticut 
settle™  went  into  full  poBHeHdlon  of  their  landw  anil  former  iin- 
proveiiientH,  and  were  IncreaNint;  and  extending  their  i»ettl«' 
nifntx  for  i\  nnniiier  of  yearn ;  tliat  In  the  year  I77Q,  tliat  in  the 
inoiitl)  of  I>ec.emher,  a  i>arty  frniii  Northumberland  and  el-t*- 
w)i.-r.-,  iiii.ler  the  pomiiiiind  of  a  Colonel  Plunkot,  a»  it  wns 
Hniil,  nnt<ie  (111  attempt  to  i-niHr  Wyoming  in  on  liottiile  man- 
ni-r.  hut  wore  defeated  by  the  Wyoming  or  Wentmoreland  mi- 
litia under  the  command  of  Coloneln  Butler  and  l>enlHon  :  tlmt 
the  HettlementM  were  increaitlni;  until  the  3il  day  of  Jnly.  ITTR, 
when  Colonel  John  Bntler,  with  a  party  of  xavugeri  ami  torit*, 
entereti  Wyoming,  defeated  the  militia.  ltille<i  more  tlian  two 
hundred  men.  to  the  bent  <)f  the  deiK>nerit'H  knowledge,  drove 
off  the  Hnrviving  inhabtantx,  and  burned,  plundered,  and  otli- 
t-rwise  (hwtroyed  the  grentent  port  of  their  hounefi  and  other 
i-ITeetd;  that  Home  time  early  in  the  month  of  AngUHt,  theoaine 
Vfar,  ColonelH  Zi'lmlnn  Butler  and  Denlfon,  witli  a  Mniall  |Jnrty 
of  the  Nurviving  inhai>ilftnt«  returned  to  Wyoming,  the  de- 
ponent I)eing  one.  They  retook  iKWHeiMloii  of  tlie  cotintry; 
that  a  nnnil>er  >>f  faniillen  retnrned  to  Wyoming  the  Mtme 
yiNiV,  anil  were  indrpoNing  a  nnmiierof  yearn,  although  obliged 
to  live  ill  II  garrirton  t-i  ilefend  themselves  againHt  the  savaKen, 
a;*  they  wi-re  repeate<lly  liaraMietl  by  the  Indian!)  during  thf 
lull'  war.  Numbers  of  the  inhabitants  were  kille.l  and  eap- 
lureil.and  the  survivors  ri-peatedly  sustained  losses  of  prop- 
erty l)y  the  treipient  iiioiirsious  of  the  enemy. 

Tilt' deponent  further  ways.  Ihar  in  the  month  of  May,  1TM4, 
.me  hundred  and  fifty  families.or  more,  of  Ihe  inhabitants,  the 
d.'pon.'nl  bfing  one,  were  again  diMpiBwessed.  disarmed,  ro'.i- 
l»>.l  of  their  property,  and  drove  from  Wyoming,  at  the  imint 
of  the  Imyonet,  hi  ii  harliarouw  manner,  by  the  Pennsylvunia 
troojis.  ami  other  Pennsylvania  eliiimaiits.  under  the  eommnnd 
of  Major  Jam.s  Moore,  Alexander  Patterson  and  others;  that 
the  inhubitantM  wlio  «-.-r.'  dr<.v.'  oJf  regained    their  pi>ss<-ssion 
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near  the  cUt^e  of  the  same  year,  and  have  since  been  increas- 
ing; that  he,  the  (lei)onent,  believes  there  are  now  residing  in 
the  county  of  Luzerne,  as  Connecticut  claimants,  near  ten 
thousand  souls ;  and  further,  the  deponent  saith  that  at  the 
time  lie  wen*^^  on  to  the  Susquehanna  lands,  in  the  year  1762, 
he  supposed  the  same  to  be  clearly  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Connecticut,  and  that  he  did  not  at  that  time,  nor  for  several 
years  after,  to  his  knowle<lge,  know  or  hear  of  any  other  pur- 
chase being  made  of  tlie  Wyoming  lands,  except  that  of  the 
Connect icut-Susquehanna  Company. 

Uixin  being  cross-examined,  the  deponent  saith,  when  he 
first  went  to  Wyoming,  Teedyiiscung,  and  the  Indians,  inhab- 
ited log  houses,  but  whether  they  were  built  for  them  by  the 
Cfovernor  of  Pennsylvania  the  deponent  does  not  know  ;  that 
Timothv  Hollister  laid  out  the  lots  in  the  vear  the  Indians  cut 
off  the  settlers  the  first  time;  that  the  said  Timothy  Hollister 
was  a  surveyor  from  Connecticut,  employed  by  the  Susque- 
hanna Company  ;  that  about  the  middle  of  August  the  depon- 
ent left  the  settlement  on  a  visit  to  his  family  in  New  York 
State,  and  returned  on  the  8th  of  October.  On  the  day  after 
the  attack  on  the  settlement,  the  deponent  liaving  made  his 
escape  to  Cohmel  Stroud's,  on  the  Delaware,  he,  the  deponent, 
was  informed  by  Eliphilet  Stephens  and  William  Stephens, 
who  had  made  their  escape,  that  they  had  been  warned  off  by 
"Hill  Chilloway,  an  Indian,  previous  to  the  attack,  and  that 
unless  thev  did  move  ott  or  build  a  block -house,  and  fortifv 
themselves,  that  they  would  certainly  be  cut  off;  that  the  de- 
l)onent  was  not  of  the  party  who  quarreled  in  September,  and 
the  deponent  does  not  know  whether  that  party  went  to  Philip 
Johnson's  house  to  destroy  it,  as  he  was  in  the  garrison  at 
Wlikes-Barre  during  the  whole  time  the  party  was  out;  that 
the  ileponent  does  not  know  any  one  i)erson  who  took  any- 
thing from  Himself  <luring  the  time  that  the  fourteen  men  had 
leave  to  tarry  ;  that  he  left  all  his  effects  l>ehind  him,  and  went 
into  the  country:  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  time  Stager 
was  killed,  and  does  not  know  whether  he  was  armed  or  not. 
The  ileponent  does  not  know  Avho  plundered  the  settlers  on 
taking  the  Forty  Fort,  nor  tliat  there  was  any  i)lundering,  but 
that  he  saw  plundering  the  next  day  at  Wilkes-Barre,  and 
from  that  time  till  the  25th  of  December  following;  that  he 
does  not  know  who  killed  Ogden,  but  his  belief  is  that  Jolni 
McDonald  killed  him  :  that  he  does  not  know  whether  Charles 
Stewart  robbed  any  of  the  settlers:  that  Major  Moore  com- 
manded the  troops  in  the  garrison  at  the  time  the  people  were 
remove<l :  that  lie  saw  Major  Moor*'  commanding  troops  at 
that  time,  an<l  that  the  deponent  was  onlere<l  off  l)y  t lie  troops 
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under  his  commancj  ;  that  at  tlin  time  he,  the  deponent,  wiutat 
Wyoming,  in  the  year  1700,  with  Major  Burltee,  he  lild  not 
linow  of  Qovemor  Penn's  piirohaMeof  the  Indians  at  Port 
Stanwix,  and  was  never  informed  of  It  until  several  of  the 
Connecticut  people  were  talcen  to  goal,  whioli  was  after  IUh 
return  i  that  he,  the  (!e[)Onent,  was  went  to  goal  on  a  char)^ 
for  ooiumlttinK  a  riot  at  Wyoming.  Imt  never  Indicted  by  a 
graml  jury  to  tlie  l>twt  of  liis  knowledge. 

The  dejionent  further  says  that  Captain  Amos  Odgen,  !Na- 
tiian  Ogden.  and  John  Dink,  apt>«ared  In  command,  but  Uu 
did  not  ««e  them  plunder  anything:  liut  deponent  saw  David 
Ogden  often  take  the  cattle  of  the  Connecticut  people  and  kill 
thnni.  and  llicewise  Robert  Duche,  William  BIms,  Martin  Tld, 
and  John  TMd,  Benjamin  l^ooze,  undanumber  of  others.twenty 
at  a  time,  would  drive  up  our  cattle  and  take  tbem. 

Pabshall  Tkkrs. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jauks  Bipdlr 


THE   INTRUSION  LAW  OF  1705. 


An  act  lo  prevent  intrusion  on  lands  within  the  counties  of  Northamp- 
ton, Northumberland  and  Luzerne. 
Sbctiox  I.  Se  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Hoiise  of  Jieprr- 
sentalive/i  u/  Uie  t'ommontpealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  Oentral  As- 
nemWy  rnel,  audit  i  thereby  enacted  by  the  authorili/ of  tbennme. 
That  if  any  ixtrson  ehall.  after  the  i>asBing  of  this  act,  take 
tioMHession  of,  enter,  intrude,  or  settle  on  any  lands,  within  the 
limits  of  tlie  countien  of  Northampton,  North  uinlierland,  or 
Lu/.erne,  by  virtue  or  under  color  of  any  conveyance  of  half 
Mhiii-i'  right,  or  nny  other  pretended  title,  not  derivt-tl  from 
tliK  iiuthority  iif  this  Oninnion wealth,  or  of  the  late  proprie- 
tarifHiif  Pennsylvania  bffi>ro  the  revolntion,  such  person,  ui>on 
lifiiiK  duly  convicted  thereof,  upon  indictment  in  any  court 
■ourt  of  goneriil  quarter  ci-fnionK,  to 
nty.  ^hntl  forfi-it  and  pay  the  8Uin  of 
half  to  thf  use  of  the  county,  and 
iif  ihn  hifornier;  and  shall,  also,  lie 
nent.  not  cxcei-ding  twelve  months, 
111!  :«ui-h    conviction  U  had,  may,  in 
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Section  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  every  person  who  shall  combine  or  conspire  for  the 
purpose  of  cunveying,  possessing,  or  settling  on  any  lands 
within  the  limits  aforesaid,  under  any  half  share  right, or  pre- 
tended title  as  aforesaid,  or  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out 
townships,  by  persons  not  appointed  or  acknowledged  by  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  every  person  that  shall  be 
accessory  thereto,  before  or  after  the  fact,  shall,  for  every  such 
offense,  forfeit  and  i>ay  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  nor 
more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  one  half  to  the  use  of  th  - 
county,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  an., 
shall,  also,  be  subject  to  such  imprisonment,  at  hard  labor,  not 
exceeding  eighteen  months,  as  the  court,  in  their  discretion, 
mav  direct. 

Section  3.  And  he  itfurtlier  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  the  court  wherein  any  such  conviction  shall  have 
been  had  shall  issue  their  writ  to  the  sheriff  of  the  countv, 
wherein  the  said  offense  has  been  committed,  or  the  said  con- 
viction had,  or  if  the  8ai<l  court  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the 
sheriff  or  coroner  are  not  imjiartial,  then  to  any  other  person 
or  persons  they  may  think  proper,  commanding  him  or  them 
together  with  the  power  of  the  county,  if  he  or  they  should 
judge  their  assistance  necessary,  to  proceed  to  the  lands  in 
question,  and  therefrom  to  eject  and  expel  all  and  every  per- 
son or  persons  thereon  intruded  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  said 
sheriff,  or  person  or  persons  appointed  as  aforesaid  should 
make  return  to  the  said  writ,  that  he  or  they  have  been  una- 
ble to  execute  the  same,  bv  reason  of  the  forcible  resistance  of 
the  parties,  or  tiny  other  persons,  or  from  a  just  apprehension 
of  such  resistance  as  would  render  the  execution  thereof  by 
himself  or  themselves,  and  the  powder  of  the  county  impracti- 
cable, the  Prothonotarv  of  the  court  to  which  such  writ  is  so 
returned  shall  forthwith  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said  writ  and  re- 
turns, under  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  to  the  Governor,  and 
if,  upon  the  said  return,  or  if,  iiix)n  a  certificate  signed  by  the 
President,  or  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  the  proper  county,  or  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  that  the  process  of  the  court  has  been  resisted,  or  that 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  civil  authority  will  be  in- 
competent to  the  execution  of  this  law,  the  Governor  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  order  out  a  ix)rtion  of  the  Militia  of  this 
State  to  assist  the  civil  authori.ty  in  carrying  into  effect  this 
Act,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  detachments  so  called  out  shall 
receive  the  same  pay  and  rations,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
rules  and  regulations,  as  are  provided  in  other  cases. 

Section  4.     And  be  it  /urthtr  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
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Mnid,  That  If  a  Jni)fr<^  nf  tlii-  Court  of  Quarter  tk>«eionH  tor  iho 
liroiHT  couiitteB,  or  a  jnilgt^  i>t  the  Supreme  Court,  0l)all  apprt-- 
heml  that  th«  Sherilf  niul  Coroner  are  not  iii)|>artial.  it  HhaJl 
aiid  maybe  lan'Tiil  fur  the  uaiil  Juilge  to  ilirect  the  venire  of 
the  i^ranil  InqueHt.aiiil  for  ihe  truvente  Jury,  anil  to  Any  per- 
HOii  or  persons  lie  or  they  may  think  proper. 

8kctio\  n.  Aiid  be  itfuHhtf  enacli:'!  hy  the  authority  afiire- 
naUl,  Tliat  if  aoy  jierson  or  pernoiiH  nhall  resJNt  any  officer,  or 
otlier  i>er«on  duly  aulhorKed,  in  the  execution  of  tlitu  act,  or 
aliy  !>»'■*  thereof,  every  person  or  persuUH  bo  offending,  and 
every  jierfon  tliat  shall  l>e  acceSHOry  thereto,  hefore  or  ufter 
tlie  fact,  Hhall.  on  conviction,  forfeit  and  (uty  a  Hum  not  mare 
than  five  thoueiand  nor  leMH  than  live  hiindreil  dullars,  and  iin- 
der^^oan  imprlxoninent.  at  liaril  lalior.  (or  any  |>eriod  not  leiwj 
than  tliree,  nor  more  than  i*eveii  years. 

Skctidn  8-  Anil  be  Hfurf/ier  ewicted  by  the  authoiily  a/orf- 
i,aid,  Tliat  in  order  to  diMH>minat<>  a  knowledge  of  the  proviu- 
iiins  contained  in  this  Act,  it  whall  be  the  duty  of  the  Prothon- 
iitnriex  of  tlie  several  courts  of  Coninion  I'ieas  of  the  rtotiiitieH 
of  Northiiiiipton,  Northuinlierlan<l,  and  Luzerne,  and  they  are 
herel'v  respei'tively  enjoined  and  required,  to  reail,  or  cauks 
lo  bt!  rea<l  in  oiH-n  court,  the  i-aid  Aet.  and  every  i>art  thereof. 
nl  li'iiHt  once  in  each  ai  the  three  teniiB  next  after  receiving 
Ihe  Hiiine :  and  lUr'o  it  xlmll  and  may  lie  lawful  for  the  Qover- 
nur  of  this  Ci>n]Ui<iiuvealth  to  \ia\w  liis  pniclaniation,  enjoining 
and  requiring  all  [lersons  liaving  intruded  ai  aforesaid,  to 
ivithilraw  pfaceitbly  from  Ihe  1  an di4  whereon  such  nitrui-ionH 
have  been  !ini<le ;  and  further  enjoining  and  reqnirin)i;  the  sev- 
eral ofllcerHof  Government,  and  the  good  ciliienHof  thit<  State, 
to  prevent  or  prosecute,  by  all  legal  means,  sucli  intrusions 
anil  intruders,  and  to  afford  ilieir  moHt  prompt  and  effectual 
aid,  in  tlii^ir  several  and  retfi>ecliveciipacitieH,  to  carry  Into  fnll 
execniion  llu>  laws  of  this  cominouweaUh  relative  thereto; 
Prnri'led  'ilwai/s.  Thai  nothing  In  tliiis  acr  contained  uhall  ex- 
tend to  the  clitiins  of  jierKons  clniniing  lands  under  and  by  vir- 
tue of  an  A<'t.  entitled  "  .Vn  Act  for  ascertaining  and  confirm- 
ing to  eel-tain  person.i,  called  Connecticnt  claimantti,  the  Iftnda 
>'laiiiM-d  by  them  within  the  (.'onnrv  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other 
purpo.M's  ihereiii  nienlioued,"  pa-sed  ilii-  twenty-eighth  day  of 
March,  on-  thousand  seven  hundred  .md  eighty  seven;  Anrl 
j,r-rhl,,IO,rlh''i.  That  tins  act,  or  anything  therein  expressed 
shall  n.Jt  be  cmsid.Teil  ii!-  iiii.'niied  (o  affect  any  claims  under 
llie  said  law  nor  a-  a  legislativ..  construotion  or  opinion  re- 
sp^eiint,'   -aid   Art,  or  an  Ayt.  entitled  "An  Act  to  rei>eal  an 
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claimed  within  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes 

therein  mentioned,' ''  passed  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thou- 

wind   seven  hundred  and  ninety,  or  the  validity  or  effect  of 

either  of  the  said  laws. 

GROR0R  Latimer, 

Speaker  of  the  hotise  of  Representatives. 

Robert  Hare, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  April  11,  1795. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 

Oovernur  of  the  Commomvealth  of  Peniisylcania, 


Vote  on  the  IiUrtision  Law. 

Yeas. 

Benjamin  R.  Morgan,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Francis  Gurney,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Lawrence  Seckel,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Robert  Wain,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Forrest,  County  of  Pliiladelphia. 
Joseph  Magoffin,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Paul,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Eritton,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Bull,  County  of  Cliester. 
Roger  Kirk,  County  of  Chester. 
Joseph  Pierce,  County  of  Chester. 
Robert  Frazer,  County  of  Chester. 
Tliomas  Boude,  County  of  Lancaster. 
Matthiiis  Barton,  County  of  Lancaster. 
Daniel  Buckley,  County  of  Lancaster. 
John  Eckmaii,  County  of  Lancaster. 
Boice  Clark,  County  of  Lancaster. 
Philip  Gartner,  County  of  York. 
Alexander  Turner,  County  of  York. 
Thomas  Campbell,  County  of  York. 
John  Stewart,  County  of  York. 
William  McPherson,  County  of  York. 
John  Si)ayd,  County  of  Berks. 
Stephen  Balliett,  County  of  Northampton. 
George  Hughes,  County  of  Northumberland. 
Benjamin  Lodge.  County  of  Westmoreland. 
Michael  Piigh,  County  of  Westmoreland. 
William  Henderson,  C<ninty  of  FranWin. 
Isaiah  Davis,  County  of  Montgomery. 
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Jacob  Weirlck,  County  of  Dauptiln. 
David  McUurtle,  County  ot  Huntingdon. 
PrcMley  Neville.  County  of  Allegheny. 
Dnnntng  McNuir,  County  of  Allegheny. 

Nnj/x. 
RichanI  Tfttennary,  County  of  Pliilailelphia. 
John  RiiHH,  County  of  Chester. 
Jainett  Kelly,  Goilnty  of  York. 
Jacob  Crever.  County  of  Cuinberlnnd. 
John  Montgomery,  County  of  Cuinburlauil. 
Charlex  Shoemak»-r,  County  of  Berks. 
John  Cbrist,  County  of  Berks. 
Haltzer  (iehr.  County  of  Berkfi. 
OeorK«ara(T,  County  of  Northainiiton. 
Aiirahnm  llauch man, County  of  Northampton. 
John  Moore,  County  of  Bedford. 
Jacob  Nagle,  County  of  Bedford. 
William  Patterson,  County  of  Bedford. 
Flavel  Roan,  County  of  Northumberland. 
Jacob  Fullmer,  County  of  Northumberland, 
fiforge  Sudtb,  County  of  Wextmorelnnd. 
William  Wallace,  Conniy  of  Washington, 
Cnilg  RltBhie,  County  of  WaHlifngton. 
JauieH  Krice,  County  of  WaHhlniftou. 
Henjaniin  White,  County  of  Wafhington. 
John  I'unningbam,  County  of  Fayette- 
Diuiiel  Royer,  County  of  Franklin. 
Cii.iwalladVr  Evanc.  County  of  Montgomery. 
i;iiii!tiitiu  KiMK,  County  "f  Daupliin. 
Hi^ujiiiiiiii  Carpenter,  County  of  Lur.eriiu. 
William  Hterreti.  Couiily  of  Mimhi. 
JauieM  McParlane,   County  of  Mifflin. 


CHARLES  STEWART  Tfi  THE  SECRETARY. 


T  Hi'isK,  l'iiii,\nKi.i'inA.  Aprit  2'i,  170.1. 

I  (i.r  (lif  Vjuikyr..  a^  tliey  call  themwelv,-;, 
t  111..'  ilie  avseiubly  resolved,  timt  lan.l- 
.ti  rti'V  (Hrni-  III  -nil f  the  KufTeriiiif  i»-r- 
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you  gave  me  yesterday  mentioned  a  number  of  names  as  per- 
sons entitled  to  that  Bounty,  and  the  Draught  of  Jo  Hager- 
man's,  under  the  seal  of  the  Surveyor  General's  office,  I 
thought  would  fully  refute  this  unfounded  assertion;  but  it 
still  is  in  existence,  therefore  am  under  the  necessity  of  once 
more  troubling  you  on  this  head,  requesting  you  will  look  over 
the  resolution  and  giving,  in  the  way  in  which  you  think  most 
proper,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  orders  of  survey.  That 
obtainel  from  your  office  can  be  further  testified  by  the  Sur- 
veyor General,  so  as  to  prove  not  only  the  Grant  from  the 
State,  but  your  order  of  survey  and  the  return  as  filed  in  the 
Surveyor  General's  Office.  As  this  transaction  is  a  little  out 
of  the  ususal  way  you  will  much  oblige  me  to  advert  to  it  and 
thereby  put  it  in  my  power  to  shew  truth  in  ita  proper  colour. 
I  have  sent  you  the  minutes  which  pointed  to  this  affair,  etc. 

I  am,  with  very  great  regard. 

Sir,  your  most  obe'd  servant, 

Chas.   Stkwart. 


MEMORIAL  OF  INHABITANTS  OP  LUZERNE. 

Complaint  of  Irregularities  at  the  Last  General  Election  of  Rep- 
resentatives^ eto.^  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  March,  1790. 

To  Thomas  Miflix,  Esqr.  : 

We,  the  subscribers.  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Luzerne, 
w^ould  Respectfully  represent  that  we  conceive  very  unwar- 
rantable measures  have  been  taken  at  our  late  general  Elec- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  Representative  in  the  General  As- 
sembly, Sheriff,  Coroner,  etc.  By  the  Law  which  regulates 
the  general  Election  of  this  Commonwealth  (section  24th),  it  is 
Declared,  "that  the  Judges  of  the  Election  shall  make  out, 
under  there  hand  and  seal,  a  fair  state  and  certifycates  of  the 
number  of  votes  which  shall  have  been  then  and  there  given 
for  each  Candidate,  which  number  shall  be  expressed  in  word 
at  length,  and  not  in  figures  only."  But  notwithstanding  the 
word  of  this  section,  we  are  authorised  to  declare  that  the 
Judges  of  two  of  the  Districts  in  this  County,  viz :  Wilkesbury 
and  Wyalusing  District,  when  the  Judges  met  at  the  County 
Court  House  to  Connt  over*  there  votes,  made  there  Returns 
in  figures  and  not  in  words;  and  further,  that  the  Wilkesbury 
Return,  after  the  Judges  met  at  the  Court  house,  was  altered 
from  figures  to  word  by  one  of  the  Clarks  of  the  Election.    We 
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are  further  authoriHeil  to  declare  that  the  Judges  ot  the  Din- 
tricttt  of  Klniritton  and  Sal«iu,  (or  R«aHOnH  beat  known  to  ilniii- 
selveu,  at  the  general  meethig  o!  the  Judges  of  the  other  l>i  i- 
triotii,  made  iio  returuM  of  the  roteu  takeik  in  there  DiatrlctH. 

When  any  man  in  fiet  up  trn  a  Candidate  fur  offlue,  we  wihIi 
him  to  have  the  (air  votes  and  HUfruge  of  the  People:  1>ut  wbiii 
the  Law  regulating  Eleoiion»i  in  violated,  whin  IntHgueb,  fraud 
and  corruption  jh  the  Characterixtick  of  the  JudgetiaiidotlierH 
Concerned  in  the  Election,  we  think  it  our  duty,  an  good  Cit- 
uenn  of  thiH  Common  weal  til.  to  make  true  Statein^ot  of  facts 
and  let  tht>  propriety  and  legality  of  ihe  Election  be  disouiued 
and  Ueteriiiiiied  before  a  proper  and  Legal  Tribunal. 


Reuben  Jones, 

Daniel  Holley. 

John  Cortright. 

Richard  Westbrook. 

Nathan  Craper. 

ThomaH  Joxhlen. 

Henry  (Jonrtright. 

John  Virmedy,  Jun. 

John  Kennedy. 

Stephen  Gardner. 

John  Benedict. 

Charles  Abbott. 

Btephpn  Abbott. 

Jonali  Rogers,  Ju. 

Isaac  KenjiLiiiiti. 

Allen  Voisis. 

WilliHiuLiimh. 

Jiihn  Allen. 

Janien  Hiigby. 

James  Abbit. 

WyllvH  Hyde. 

William  Cameg. 

Oliver  Pettelione. 

Jaiiieij  Connor, 

EliKhaAth.'rt<.n. 

Aaron  Dean. 

Danl.  C<».k. 

Dtirins  Williams. 

Watr.rnia.1  BiiKUvi.i, 

Sath.  (iiddings. 

EliHliaBetl. 

Benjn.  Smith. 

Rosen.  Searle, 

Arch.  Bower. 

William  Miller. 

Thos.  Smith. 

Aw*.  I)i.n<.r.k. 

Consttmt  Rearle. 

Isii.iiaelBennet. 

William  Miller. 

Abr.    Vanlleet. 

James  Brown,  the  Clerk. 

HilviuuisTravlB. 

James  Hallsteatl. 

John  Hailste<l, 

Isauc  Miles. 

Dindat  Smith, 

David  Dimock. 

Samuel  Miller. 

John  Davidson. 

.loshuaPudrick. 

James  Brown.  Tailor. 

KliJHli  Silsbe. 

I>avjd  Brown. 

Kai.iiiei  Miller. 

AVm.  Searle. 

Reuben  Taylor. 

Solomon  Millard. 

E>:ekieHtoble. 

Jnsiuh  Ives.  Jr. 

John  fiore. 

Wilmot  Muussou. 

Joseph  Tnttle. 

Henry  Allyn. 

David  Perkins, 

Jolni  Chambres. 

Henry  flutchings. 

Daniel  i3i>re. 

MISCELLANEOUS   PAPERS.  715 


THE  COMPROMISE  ACT  OF  1799. 

An  act  for  offering  compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of 
certain  lands  within  the  seventeen  townships  in  the  county  of  Lu- 
zerne and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Skctiox  1.  Be  it  enacted,  etc.  That  Isaac  Wlieleu,  of  Chen- 
ter  county ;  Thomas  Boude,  of  Lancahter  county ;  and  Gen- 
eral William  Irvine,  of  Cumberland  county,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
carefully  examine  and  ascertain  quantity,  quality  an<l  situa- 
tion of  all  lands  lying  within  what  have  been  commonly  called 
and  known  by  thk  xamk  of  tmk  skvextken  townships  in 
THE  COUNTY  OF  LuzERXK,  lield  or  claimed  under  a  Pennsylva- 
nia title,  under  a  iwitent,  or  a  location,  or  warrant  before  the 
decree  of  Trenton,  by  which  the  right  of  jurisdiction  was  de- 
clared to  be  in  Pennsylvania,  on  which  a  survey  has  been  exe- 
cuted ami  returned  agreeably  to  law,  and  to  divide  the  same, 
according  to  their  value,  into  four  classes,  distinguished  by 
the  name  of  tha  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  class,  the  first 
class  to  contain  the  lands  of  the  greatest  value,  and  the  second 
third  and  fourth  classes  those  of  inferior  value,  preserving  a  due 
proportion  between  each,  and  shall  adjudge  what  sum  per  acre 
each  Pennsylvania  claimant  shall  receive,  not  exceeding  the 
rates  hereinafter  mentioned:  Prfycidtd  aluHii/s,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  said  commissioners  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
this  act,  until  persons  claiming  land  to  the  extent  of  forty 
thousand  acres  under  grants  made  l)y  Pennsylvania,  shall  have 
convevetl  and  released  the  same  to  the  State  bv  deeds,  dulv 
executed,  and  filed  in  the  land  office,  for  the  puriwse  and  for 
the  considerations  expressed    in  this  act,  and    until    persons, 

• 

commonly  called  Connecticut  settlers,  claiming  land  to  the  ex- 
tent as  aforesai<l,  shall  have  signifie<l  in  writing,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  duly  executetl  in  the  presence  of  two  wit- 
nesses, and  filed  in  the  land  office,  that  they  will  submit  to 
and  abide  by  the  determination  of  the  said  commissioners; 
And  pionfded^  That  if  iiart  of  the  said  land,  but  not  to  the  ex- 
tent aforesaid,  shall  have  been  release<l,  or  if  the  Connecticut 
claimants,  to  the  extent  aforesai<l,  should  not  make  their  sub- 
missions txccording  to  the  provisions  herein  contained,  then 
such  releases  as  shall  have  been  made  bv  Pennsvlvania  claim- 
ants,  as  aforesaid,  shall    be  null    and  void,  and    the    proi>erty 
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which  Khali  have  bei^ii  so,  as  aforeMaul,  releasetl,  shall  veet-  and 
be  held  in  the  samu  manner  as  if  this  act  hail  not  been  poMed ; 
Prooidtd  aUo,  That  the  lines  of  the  rt^speotive  tracts  of  lands, 
so,  as  Rtoresaiil,  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  coiumis- 
hioiiers,  shallbelhesaiueas  those  bounding  the  original  grants, 
luiil  that  the  said  coinmissiouers  shall  not  examine  any  lands 
but  those  which  the  Pennsylvaniaolaiinants  shall  have  agreed, 
OS  aforeiiaid,  to  submit  to  their  examination. 

Bkction  3.  And  be  it  further  eiutcted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  to  fiich  o(  the  aforesaid  Pennsylvania  clalmftnts 
having  title,  as  aforesaid,  to  lands  within  either  of  the  6<aid 
clasHes,  who  shall  comply  with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  such 
compensation  shell  ■>€  maile  aa  the  said  commissioners  shall 
award,  not  exceecJing  rates  hereinafter  set  forth.  In  certificates, 
to  be  issued  as  hereinafter  directed,  transferable  and  bearing  In- 
terest, receivable  as  specie  in  payments  to  be  made  at  th«  Land 
Office,  that  is  to  say  :  to  those  whose  lands  shall  be  in  the  Hrst 
claiM  a  sum  not  exceeding  Ave  dollars  an  acre ;  to  those  whose 
lands  shall  be  in  the  second  cla«s  a  sum  not  exceeding  thrett 
dollars  an  acre ;  to  those  whose  lands  shall  i>e  in  the  third  claws 
a  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  ami  fifty  cents  an  acre  ;  and  to 
those  whose  landd  shall  be  in  the  fourth  class  a  fum  not  t^x- 
cpeding  twenty-five  cents  an  acre;  J'rovidett  al'raya,  that 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  1>e  construed  to  direct  or 
emiiower  the  said  crmimlsslonerH  to  Inchiile  the  whole  or  any 
one  original  survey  in  any  one  class,  unless  in  their  opinion 
the  quality  of  th,*  whole  tract  will  justify  it,  nor  that  tiiey 
shall  fl.t  the  price  of  each  tract  incUnleil  ii 
any  price  per  acre,  unless  in  Iheir  opinion 
be  of  equal  value,  but  that  tile  rate  per  f 
tracts  arran);e<l  In  the  .'Ante  class  shall  ■ 
relative  value, 

Skctiox  3.  .1?)'/  hell  further  tnactefl  by  the  anlhorilii  of 'ire- 
said.  That  every  Penii-iyivftnift  Clainuint  who  shall  have  con- 
veyed ami  reliii«-d  ti)  the  Common  wealth  a  regular  title,  n« 
specified  in  lliis  oci,  shall,  on  application  to  the  lioard  of  Prop- 
erty, lie  entitled  to  ret-eive  a  ticket  directed  to  the  Conii)- 
trollei-fjeneral.  statiny  the  number  of  acres  bo  released  and 
c'ciivi'Vi'd  111  the  Oouiiiiouwealth.  and  the  clns.H  to  which  the 
saiil  bi>lc>iigf,  uud  nli-o  certifying  the  amount  awanled  by  the 
oiiinniiKsiiiiiers  in  favour  of  siicli  Pennsylvania  <.'Iaiuiant.  mid 
the  iHUaiice  of  prinei[><il  and  interest  du.'  from  sncih  IVnnsyU 
vanin  riniuiant  lo  the  roiiim<>n>vea1lh.  on  account  of  the 
original  purcliuse  Jiic.uev  ..f  such  triu-t  or  tracts,  which  i-hnll  be 
sul.uiitl.-d  to  111.-  B.-fc'ister.Oeneral  iHi.l  r  hv  romptroller-O.-n- 
erai  to  issu.-  luid  .leliv.^r  to  -u.-h  claiuiniit  oii,..,r  im.r.-  cert  ifleates 


1^  according  to  their 
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of  the  nature  herein  before  specified,  for  tlie  sum  to  which  his 
compensation  8hall  amount  after  having  de<luoted  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  so  due  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  said 
Comptroller-General  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
issue  such  certificate  or  certificates  accordingly,  and  to  alter  or 
renew  such  certificates  so  as  to  accommodate  payments  at  the 
Land  Ofldce ;  and  all  public  money  which  shall  come  to  the 
hands  of  the  Receiver-General  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  certificates;  and  in  case  of  disputes  be- 
tween Pennsylvania  claimants  before  the  issuing  of  the  certifi- 
cates in  pursuance  of  this  act,  such  disputes  shall  be  decided 
by  the  Board  of  Proi>erty,  according  to  the  general  usage; 
Provided,  That  their  decision  shall  not  prevent  the  party 
against  whom  it  is  made  from  prosecuting  his  claim  in  the 
courts  of  law  as  usual ;  and  in  case  of  an  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Board  of  Property,  the  certificates  shall  not  issue 
until  the  dispute  shall  be  decided. 

Section  4,  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said.  That  no  Pennsylvania  Claimant  shall  be  entitled  to  com- 
pensation under  this  act  who  shall  not  make  application  to 
the  Board  of  Property  for  that  purpose  within  six  months 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  Provided,  That  if  such  claimant 
shall,  at  the  time  of  ])as8ing  this  act,  be  &  feme- Covert,  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  out  of  the  United  States,  one 
year  -ihall  be  allowed  for  making  such  application  from  the  time 
such  claimant  shall  cease  to  be  a  feine-Cotert,  arrive  at  tlie  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  or  return  to  some  part  of  the  United 
States. 

Skction  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  also 
to  ascertain  all  the  rights  or  lots  within  the  said  seventeen 
townships,  which  were  occupied  or  acquired  by  Connecticut 
claimants,  who  were  actually  settlers  there  at  or  before  the 
said  decree  at  Trenton,  and  which  rights  or  lots  were  i)articu- 
larly  assigned  to  the  said  settlers  prior  to  tne  said  decree, 
agreeably  to  the  regulations  then  in  force  among  them,  and  to 
divide  the  said  rights  or  lots  into  four  classes,  to  be  disti:.- 
guished  in  the  manner  herein  before  mentioned,  according  to 
their  respective  value,  taking  into  consideration  both  the  qual- 
ity and  situation,  and  make  out  certificates  therefor,  with  a 
draft  of  the  survey  thereto  annexed ;  and  in  case  the  said 
original  settlers,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  make  application 
to  the  Tiand  Office  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one, 
and  agree  to  jmy  to  the  Commonwealth,  by  eight  equal  annual 
installments,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  for  lauds  of  the 
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first  class;  ftt  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  per  acre 
for  lands  oF  the  second  class;  at  the  rate  of  lifty  cents  p^^r 
acre  for  lands  of  the  third  class ;  and  at  the  rate  of  eight  and 
oiiH-third  cents  iwr  acre  forlau<tsof  the  fourth  class  ;with  Inter- 
est upon  each  instalhaent  till  the  same  is  paid;  wheren|K>n 
patents  for  lands  so  certified  shall  be  issmd  from  the  iiroi>er 
olflce,  paying  the  legal  fees  for  such  patents,  and  also  the  siir- 
veyliiK  tees:  Provided  neeertheleni,  utid  It  is  herebjf  exptemitj/ 
ordered.  That  no  jtatents  shall  issue  to  alTect  any  lands,  the 
Titleii  whereof  shall  be  in  any  person  or  persons  claimintfuniier 
Pennsylvania,  until  such  person  or  persons  have  conveyed 
their  title  to  the  Commonwealth  :  Atid pro^-idttl  aUo,  That  thi> 
lands  to  be  (jranteil  to  any  Connecticut  claimants  by  virtue  ot 
this  act,  shall  Iw  mortgaged  by  such  claimant  or  claimants,  for 
the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  aforesaid  in- 
stalhiients  dne  to  the  CuinnionMCalth  as  aforesaid. 

Skctiojj  (I.  And  be  it  further  enaeterl  by  the  anthority  afore- 
said. That  in  case  any  lands  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  Common- 
wealtii  by  the  aforesaid  Pennsylvania  claimants,  for  which  iir> 
application  shall  be  made  In  the  manner  hereinbefor«  directed 
by  Connecticut  claimants  on  or  before  the  first  of  January,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  i^lght  hundred  and  one,  JT  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Governor,  and  lip  is  hereby  required  to  order  such 
lands  to  be  sold  at  |iu)>tio  auction  in  the  city  of  Philadelphiii, 
KivhiK  six  months  norice  of  such  sale  in  one  or  more  of  tho 
iii'\vspa[iersof  the  said  city,  jtrnvided,  the  same  shall  nut  be  solii 
at  a  lesK  price  than  that  at  which  the  State  Iibk  by  thir:  i^ft 
directed  it  to  bu  offered  tothe  Connecticut  claimants;  and  in 
case  any  of  the  land  so  exposed  to  sale  should  sell  for  the  sum 
for  which  it  woh  ofTered  to  the  Connecticut  claimants,  Ilit*i), 
in  such  case,  it  shall  lie  the  duty  of  the  Attorney-General  ini- 
mediaiely  thereafter  to  cause  legal  process  to  be  Issued  for  dis- 
IHwsessiug  every  such  person  of  the  land  so  claimed,  and  not 
sold  by  the  tiOuimon  wealtli,  excepting  in  the  case  of  minors 
under  twenty -one  years  of  age,  anil  persons  bey<ind  the  sr-a, 
wh<i  shall  beallowfd  a  furth'-r  time  of  one  year  from  the  (hue 
tht^  land  claliiie<i  by  them  was  ex|iosi'd  to  sate  as  afiiresaid,  l>y 
tlieniselves.  (■uanliaus  or  attorneys,  t<>  make  their  appljciition 
and  cciinply  with  the  (erius  of  this  act. 

amiTKix  7,  And  be  it  further  marled  by  the  authority  iifore- 
xiiiil.  That  eiieli  (lersoii  I'laiinini;  the  prnvision><  ot  this  act  shall, 
prir)r  to  the  comml»sionors  filassitij;  mid  valuing  such  jiersons 
and  by  virtue  of  this  ac-t,  make  oiilh  or  alHrmatii.n  Iwhicli 
.latb  or  aflinnalion  either  of  the  siiid  cc.iumissioners  is  hereby 
auilic.ri/,ed  I.,  administer)  "thai  b.'  or  ^lle  floes  not  claim  title 
under  a  joint  right  of  the  PeniiKvlviLuiri  cliiimantK  and  of  the 
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Connecticut  settlers,  but  that  he  or  she  holds  exclusively  under 
one  or  the  other  of  the  aforesaid  rigiits,  and  that  he  or  she  has 
not  directly  or  indirectly  done  or  caused  to  be  done  any  act 
or  thing  to  destroy  or  conceal  such  joint  title,  with  a  view  of 
coming  within  the  provisions  of  this  act;"  and  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  any  person  churning  the  provisions  of  this  act  holds 
by  such  joint  title,  or  that  such  joint  title  has  been  destroyed 
or  concealed  with  the  view  aforesaid,  tlien  in  that  case  such 
lands  shall  not  be  within  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Skctiox  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authonty  afore- 
said.  That  each  of  the  said  coiuinissioners,  before  he  acts, 
shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some  Judge  or  Justice 
of  the  Peace  **  that  he  will  diligently,  faithfully  and  impartially 
discharge  the  duties  assigned  him  by  this  act ,"  and  in  case 
either  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  die,  or  refuse  or  become 
incapable  to  act,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a  peFSon  to  sujiply 
his  place,  and  all  acts  by  a  majority  of  the  said  commissioners 
shall  be  as  valid  as  if  they  had  all  joined  therein. 

Section  9.  A  fid  ht  it  further  enao.ted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said.  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  keep  a  refjular  account 
of  their  proceedings  in  a  book,  which  shall  be  deposited  by 
them  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretarv  of  the  Land  Office,  and  thev 
may  appoint  a  clerk,  who  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  before 
them  faithfully  to  register  all  their  proceedings  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  and  they  may  appoint  a  surveyor  or  surveyors  and 
empk)y  chain  carriers  and  markers  for  the  purpose  of  such  sur- 
veys as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  and  the  siiid  surveyors, 
chain  carriers  and  markers  shall  be  sworn  before  a  justice  of 
the  Pejace  or  one  of  the  commissioners,  faithfully  to  perform 
th»^ir  respective  duties,  and  shall  receive  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation for  their  services,  to  be  fixed  by  the  said  commissioners, 
and  paid  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  all  surveys  made  by 
"direction  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  by  them  returned 
to  the  Offire  of  the  Survevor  G-eneral. 

Section  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afon  - 
said.  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  to  each  of  the  said  commissioners  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  day,  and  to  their  clerk  three  dollars  per  day,  for 
each  day  that  they  shall  be  respectively  employed  in  perform- 
ing the  duty  required  by  this  act. 

Section  11.  And  be  it  furthfr  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  in  cases  of  dispute  between  the  Connecticut  claim- 
ants, thev  mav  elect  to  have  the  same  decided  bv  the  said  com- 
missioners,  or  appear  before  such  decision,  to  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county,  and  a  certificate  from  the 
clerk  of  such  commissioners  or  from  the  l*rothonotarv  of  such 
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Uourt  of  Common  Pleas,  before  which  tribunal  such  tleoislon 
may  be  had,  oortifyjng  in  whose  favodr  the  same  ie  adjudged, 
shall  be  good  evidence  to  obtain  a  patent  from  the  proper  offlou 
aforesaid, 
PatMd  April  4,  ITUft 


ALEXANDER  HUNTER  TO  THOMAS  GRANT. 


SrSBDRT,  September  a,  I7W. 

Dkab  Sir:  As  you  informed  in  your  last  the  time  for  Penn- 
fiylvuiiia  Claimants  Releasing  tlieir  Lands  at  Wyoming  to  the 
State  would  expire  on  the  last  of  this  uoutli  I  have,  by  Ur. 
Vauglian.  forwarded  you  a  Release  of  ours  In  the  Seventeen 
Town>ihli>8.  save  one  tract  in  dispute  with  Samuel  Wallace,  in 
the  name  of  Wui.  Hendricks,  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of 
Wapwallaping,  which  Draft  or  a  Copy  you  will  oblige  me  by 
bringing  from  the  ofHce.  Captain  Cook  insists  the  time  does 
not  expire  before  the  last  of  neceniber;  but  iest  we  should  b^- 
mistaken  I  have  sent  in  time,  Dejiendlng  on  you  to  Present  it 
at  the  proper  office.  Your  folks  are  all  well.  We  have  liad  a 
verv  wet  upell  and  tile  River  rising  fast.  Nothing  new  lure. 
People  Healthy. 

I  am  witli  Respect, 

Yours  Sincerely, 

Alkx.  Hi:ntrr. 
Thomas  Graxt,  Esq. 

[Endorsed]  Thomas  Ornnt,  fisquirii.  now  at  Lancaster,  by 
Mr.  Vaughan. 


T'l  the  H"nor<ihi.-  the  Legi.slu1ni-t  nf  thf  rommonirealth  of  Pemi- 
sylrania  the  I'elilioit  ot  JnuaUmn  Smith  iinil  Jonathan  Kfl- 
!•>!/!/.  ii(ienl.i  Jnr  the  Inhahitnnts  nf  Kftrporl,  iit  the  County/  :f 
Luzf-rne,  most  ,e.'<i,.rif„lh,  sh,irelh  : 

That  the  said  Inliabiinnts  occupy  a  Township  within  the 
proviNii>ns  of  the  Aci  of  Assembly  )>a!ised  the  4th  of  April,  XTBU, 
enlitled  an  act  -olTerinK  compeuMitiou  to  the  Pi-nnsylvania 
OlalmuntH  for  Lauds  by  them  eluimed  in  what  are  ouUeJ   tile 
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17  Townships  iii  the  Couuty  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  piirixiHes 
therehi  mentioned." 

That  in  laying  out  said  Township  of  Newport,  as  well  in  lay- 
ing all  others  of  the  Seventeen,  witii  views  to  8upi>ort  a 
preached  Gospel  an<i  educate  tlie  Children  in  paid  Township, 
and  conformably  to  a  ix>sitive  ordinance  among  the  Rules  of 
settlement  in  the  Regulations  of  the  Susquehana  Company, 
these  Rights, so  called,  containing  Nine  hundred  acres,  were  set 
A£)ari  and  sequestered.  The  first  three  hundred  acres  was  to 
vest  in  the  first  settled  Clergyman  in  the  Township,  tlie  second 
three  hundred  acres  to  his  use  during  his  ministry,  and  the 
third  three  hundred  acres  to  the  use  of  Schools  by  dividing  the 
Rent  annually,  according  to  the  number  of  schools  which 
might  be  instituted  and  kept  up  in  said  Township.  That  the 
original  design  then, in  reserving  said  nine  hundred  acres  in  said 
Township,  being  api>arent  to  diffuse  useful  knowledge,  which  is 
80  essential  to  the  preservation  of  those  blessings  we  daily  par- 
ticijiate  in  our  free  government,  and  that  the  said  provision,  so 
far  as  it  respects  the  School,  corresponds  so  substantially  with 
a  most  important  provision  containtd  in  the  Constitution  of 
our  State  in  erecting  Seminaries  and  schools  that  the  Poor 
may  be  taught  gratis,  that  your  Petitioners  feel  a  confidence 
in  praying  vour  Honorable  body,  to  grant  in  Trust  to  your 
Petitioners  the  aforesaid  Nine  hundred  acres  of  Land  to  the 
use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Township  for  the  purposes  be- 
fore recited,  without  advancing  or  securing  the  imyment  of 
anv  monev,  and  without  which  no  Individual,  as  a  Connect i- 
cut  settler,  by  the  Terms  of  the  act  aforesaid,  tor  his  Indi\id- 
ual  claim  to  lands  in  said  Township  to  a  title  can  succeed. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  dut>,  &c. 

JoxATHAX  Smith, 

JONATHAX   KKLLOGi*. 

Dec'm'h.  30,  1799. 


TENCH  COXE  TO  GOVERNOR  McKEAN. 


Land  Office,  January  31,  1800. 

Sir:  I  have  rhe  honor  to  submit  to  your  inspection  a  Copy 
of  the  application  N.  1  of  Moses  Atherton,  a  Connecticut  claim- 
ant, which,  with  many  others,  were  entered  in  the  Land  Office 
on  or  before  the  21st  instant.  A  It  ho'  applications  have  been 
made  for  the  quantity  of  40,000  Acres  (and  more),  required  by 
46- Vol.  XVIII. 


r 
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tlit>  law  to  give  it  pfTect,  tin  offioful  report  thereof  Ik  ilclayeil  on 
iivcoiiiit  of  iiiformatioa  receivt'il,  that  a  uninbtir  more  will  ar- 
rive by  iiiftil  ill  a  very  Mhort  time.  This  paper  1h  transmit te<l. 
Sir.  merely  for  tho  purtKwteuf  exhibiting  the  form  in  which  tlitt 
Coniierticitt  ClaiiiiniitH  liave  exeoutei]  their  inHtraiiientx  of  n|>- 
plJCAtion  aii<l  xnhmlwion.  Goiudtlering  the  antece'leiit  cirriint- 
ftaiicex  of  the  Cotinenticiit  preteiiHloiiH  aad  iiitruNlonn  u|Htii 
PeiiriMylvatiin,  it  ia  respectfully  noncoi veil,  that  every  rensona- 
lilv  eaiitioii  uti<l  ncniliny  hIioiiIiI  1>e  applied  ti>  their  inittri:- 
ineiitxaud  prooeeiliiiKB  Hiiiler  the  Aot  of  April  4,  1789.  Th^re 
are  yet  eleven  iiioiithH  to  ei)rrect  errors  and  iu'i>ertection«,  as 
the  time  allowed  for  Oonuectiout  ap|>licatioiuiaiii)  tiubiiiiiwions 
end«  with  the  year  1800,  tho'  the  relewtw  from  the  Pennsylva- 
iiiaiiH  could  nol,  he  received  after  the  fourth  day  of  October  1, 
171)0.  Tho'  tho  followincc  remorkH  may  1>b  in  i>art  at  Ie>a8t,  on 
poiiitn  not  eHHeiitial,  I  bei{  )>ermiKH<oii  tu  Mihmit  them  entire 
to  your  |>ernHal, 

Yoii  will  perceive,  Sir,  that  the  recital  from  line  I  ti>  Hub  Ti  Ik 
iinHkilltully  drawn,  anil  that  IIh  pn-ciNe  intention  w.  not  <il«-iir. 
By  leaving  ont  tiie  wor<l  "hy,"  in  the  flntt  line,  it  wonhl  haxe 
lieeii  more  intelligible:  lint  it  iH  proliahle  It  may  not  be  held 
materially  exceptionable  in  its  jireHent  form.  In  the  2d  reei- 
tal,  line?,  the  inntriiinont  deMcribeM  the  personH  int<>ndn)  by 
the  Act,  a»  -perMonH  called  Connecfle.ut  Bettlen.,"  The  .1ih 
rtec  of  th»  Act  of  April  4,  ITfflt,  nse«  these  wonls,  "original  net- 
tiers,  their  heirs  and  aiwigns,"  with  referenee  t>ack  to  them,  in 
the  former  (lart  of  the  Bention,  aM  Ponneotient  elaiinantx  who 
were  actual  wettlers  at  or  beforethe  timeof  the  decree  at  Treii- 
f<)n,  on  lots  {uirticiilarly  awigned  to  them  (the  said  settlersi, 
before  the  said  decree,  agreeably  to  the  regalations  tlien  in 
force  among  them.  It  is  true,  however,  that  the  i>art  of  the 
inslrumeut  now  under  notice,  in  only  preliminary  recital,  and 
nol  (he  ewiential  |>art  of  Ihe  Act  or  IVeil  of  apjilication  and 
sulmdsxioii.  It  is  als..  tme  that  the  first  Section  in  the  pro- 
vIkoh  IK  in  thetentiH  of  this  .Vet  ofsnbniliision.  It  relates,  how- 
ever, (o  Ihe  (mwersof  the  ComniniisnlonerH  to  proceed,  and  riol 
to  the  obligations  of  the  claimants. 

In  Ihe  13th  and  llttli  lines,  Moses  Alherton,  the  appliranl, 
only  stilea  himfelf 'a  nonnenticiit  Mettler  olainung  lands  in  the 
seventeen  Townshijis. "  He  does  not  say  he  was  an  actual  si-t- 
tler  at  or  liefore  ilio  de.-ree  of  Trenton,  m.r  an  heir,  nor  nii  n- 
sign  of  such  a  wettler,  nor  an  original  settler.  Neither  does  ho 
say  that  the  lands  he  claims  were  )>articular1y  nMiigneil  to  him 
or  hit<  predecessors  in  the  line  of  descent  and  pnrcha"^.  Tlie 
hinds  may  have  been  under  Connecticut  rights  of  dater-  Kiilve- 
quent  to  December,   1783;  and  may  even  he  half   share   rights 
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for  any  thing  that  apixjarn  on  the  face  of  tlie  instrument.  No 
evidence  accompanies  them.  It  is  true  these  pei*soiis,  or  such 
part  of  them  as  claim  40,000  acres,  may  yet  clearly  ai)i)ear  l)y 
subsequent  evidences  and  circumstances  to  be  strictly  within 
the  meaning  an<l  even  the  letter  of  t)ie  law.  To  bring  forward 
this  evidence  in  season,  guarded  intinuitions  may  perhaps  be 
safely  made  to  the  applicants  to  prcx-eeil  in  the  train- of  Acts, 
required  of  them  by  the  severAl  sections  of  tlie  law.  The 
words  in  line  15,  designating  the  land,  are  merely  these:  "land 
in  the  Township  of  Plymouth."  Those  wonls  are  neither 
closely  descriptive  nor  indeed  in  the  least  degree  indicative  of 
any  particular  tract  in  the  township,  but  equally  applicable 
to  every  lot  of  eighty  Acres  in  the  Township.  The  designation 
is  not  more  defective  as  to  buts,  bounds,  intersecting  waters 
and  adjoining  lands,  than  it  is  as  to  the  original  Connecticut 
.*<ettlement  and  the  various  other  matters,  wliich  relate  to  the 
peculiar  objects  of  the  law.  In  this  part  of  the  instrument  ot 
application  it  again  api>ears,  that  the  Connecticut  claimants 
have  hiid  most  in  view  the  provisos  to  the  first  section  of  the 
Act. 

In  the  19th  line  the  engagement  to  submit  to  and  abide  by 
the  determination  of  "the  (Commissioners  or  their  successors," 
would  seem  to  have  been  better  expresse<l  if  it  had  been  fol- 
lowed by  words  designating  them  as  named  in,  or  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  imrsuance  of  the  Act  of  the  4th  April,  1799.  Yet  it 
will  probably  appear,  Sir,  to  your  better  Judgment  that  it  is 
rather  a  retisonable  criticism  upon  the  language  of  the  instru- 
ment than  an  indication  of  an  essential  imperfection 

If  the  wonls  *Mn  the  premises,"  in  the  19th  line,  and  the 
whole  of  the  20th  line,  together  with  the  first  word  "claim- 
antfc","  in  the  21st  line,  had  been  left  out;  and  the  words  "in 
relation  to  the  said  three  parcels  of  lan<l  by  iue  claimed,*  had 
been  inserted  in  their  stead,  it  wcmld  seem  to  have  been  less 
liable  to  evasions.  The  words  "the  premises,"  have  not,  per- 
haps, a  reference  perfectly  definite  from  the  imperfections  of 
the  preceeding  [wrts  of  the  instruments,  and  the  words  "umy 
be  released,"  do  most  materially  affect  the  strict  letter  of  these 
acts  of  application  and  submission,  because  no  IVnnsylvania 
claimants  have,  will  or  can  release  after  the  dates  of  those  acts 
of  the  Connecticut  claimants.  It  would  have  been  much  more 
satisfactory  to  have  used  the  words,  "as  shall  api>ear  to  have 
been  release<l. " 

rpon  the  whole,  sir,  the  degree  of  imjKirtance  to  be  attracted 
to  that  prospective  expression  in  the  20rh  line,  seems  to  be 
w(»rthy  of  the  legal  consideration  by  which  yoii  are  so  well  able 
to  determine  its  construction   and  o|>eration.     These   instru- 
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iiii;nts  will,  aftur  acceptnnct,  l)e  flleil  of  reconl  in  tlie  land 
Office,  yet  it  may  be  jiruileiil  to  liave  tlieiu  acknowIeilfftMl  l>y 
tlie  i>artieK  or  proved  ami  recortleil  In  the  Ei)IIk  UfBi-e,  The 
evidence  oS  ilitflr  KeiiiiiiieiieHH,  b,v  an  ackiiowledgiueiit  in  {x^r- 
niin,  1h  deNiruljle.  It  i»  nut  certain  ttiai  a  traiiHmlMHion  of  ttieni 
to  Liizertie  would  bu  legal,  but  oflloial  CojileM  to  be  fiirni>>ltetl 
to  tile  OoniiuiNKiotierti  might  he  auknowledKed  to  lie  correct  sdiI 
true  C'opien  by  the  apiilii-autti' tlieinxelvtAt  in  Lu/erne. 

A  desire  (if  bringing  thin  Bnl>ject  before  yon  in  tlie  bent  order 
tn  my  jHiwer,  liaH  Induceil  me  to  trouble  you  with  tlieNo  iioteM, 
which  I  beg  you  to  cicuse.  The  deitOHitioii  In  regard  to 
holding  under  the  Coniiectlcnt  title  only  liiir:  been  intlniateil 
ttitiie  boarerHof  the  apiilicationx  in  convernation  witli  them, 
ax  alHoa  iiurtiMilardeHignalion  of  their  tractn;  on  tliene  jtoiiitH 
nioHt  of  the  Pennxylvaniunrt  have  1>een  precJiie.  1  liuve  Ibe 
honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  ino.  oli't 

and  m<>.  lible  S't, 

TKsril  CoxK. 
.S/^cnfUir-j  ■>}  f7(e  hand  Office. 


TENCH  UOXE  TO  TH  K  ATTORNEY  rtENKRAI.. 

J>A.\n   OKKICK.  Ftthrniiiy  <},    l.-^OO. 

But:  I  have  the  pleawire  to  receive  your  favor  inl  iiiiatiiig 
vonr  intention  to  tranxiiiit  your  oiiinion  on  llie  hiil>ji-<-t  nf 
ilavid  MendH  law,  etc  ,  for  wliipli  I  will  tlmnk  yon  as  -i.oii  as 
your  convenience  will  admit. 

1  have  now,  Hir,  lo  preHPnt  in  your  very  )>articular  r-onr^iiler- 
atiou,  an  important  iniitrtiinent  of  writing,  whereof  tin-  In- 
cloMed  in  a  cniiv.  II  is  The  application  and  submisHion  of  Mow?. 
Atli«rton,  a  ciiiineclicul  flaimaut.  under  the  Act  of  tli.-  -tlh 
of  April,  \~m,  emitted  "An  Ji.-t  f<.r  olTerin^'  .■oin|.ensation  lo 
the  l>ennxylvania('la[nmuls  ete  "  HiivinK  had  tht^  honor  \<> 
i^ouimiiiiii'aleilieMiuie  to  the  ric.vernor.  for  \\w  iiiforinntion. 
iind  toxulimit  to  liiui  M.ine  ri'iii;irU»anil  fuj^gextioiis.  I  trouble 
yon  Willi  a  Copy  '-ftliein  ii.llle   ho]>e  tbat   lliev  may  fneilitaf 

tion  ol  riitiety  tlin-e  iip|ili<'alii<ns  (for  the  (gnuiitity  o]  4i>.UUU  lu-. 
of  Land),  are  In  the  iiaiiie  form,  beiiiK  made  by  prinled  blaiikx 
filled  in  by  the  claimants  according  to  their  I'lix.'s,  resp...  lively , 
it  ie   uuneoesBury  to  prexH  upon   yon  the  rellcxionM   iliat   ii 
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would  be  equally  inexi>e(lieiit  to  interpose  any  but  valid  objec- 
tions, and  to  accept  instruments  of  application  and  submission 
liable  to  just  exceptions.  Should  it  appear  that  tliese  instru- 
ments require  essential  amendments,  it  might  be  wt  li,  perhaps, 
to  do  it  in  the  following  manner.  In  ortler  to  procure  an  ac- 
kn^wledgement  of  the  execution  of  these  instruments  by  the 
claimants  themselves  in  Luzerne,  an  instrument  might  be  pre- 
pared for  each  applicant  reciting  his  application  at  length,  and 
then  containing  some  clause  of  explanation  or  amendment  as 
to  the  points  of  doubt  or  exception.  This,  executed  before  the 
Commissioners,  would  perhaps  cure  the  whole.  There  is  yet 
time,  and  the  case  is  of  primary  importance.  On  the  receipt 
of  your  opinion  the  Board  of  property  will  take  such  order  in 
the  Case  as  may  appear  necessary  and  within  their  i)ower8  and 
tluties.  It  is  at  their  unanimous  request  that  I  have  made  to 
you  this  communication. 

1  am,  8r, 

very  respectfully 

Your  mo.  ob't  8er*t, 
Tkxch  Ooxk, 
Secretary  of  the  LanU  Office. 
The  Attoriiev  General  of  Pennsvlvania. 


TENCH  COXE  TO  ISAAC  WHELEN. 


Land  Office  of  Pennsylvania,  Febntari/  S,  IHOO. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleabure  to  inform  you  as  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners, that  there  have  been  presented  at  this  Office,  Deeds 
fnun  the  Pennsvlvania  Owners  of  Lands  in  the  seventeen  Con- 
necticut  Townships  of  Luzerne,  vO  the  amount  of  more  than 
40,000  Acres;  there  ]  ave  been  also  transmitted  to  this  Office 
applicatir»ns  from  Connecticut  (-'laimants  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  40,000  Acres,  as  require>l  by  the  act  of  April  4,  1791). 
The  other  two  Commissioners,  Generals  Irvine  and  Boude, 
have  l)een  apprized  of  this  matured  state  of  things,  and  are 
prei>aring  to  enter  upon  their  duties.  This  information  is 
given  to  you  lo  enable  you  to  make  your  preparation,  to  set 
out  wo  as  to  suit  your  private  affairs. 

If  you  should  be  in  Lanca^ter  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  giving  * 
you  such  other  Infornmtion  as  you  may  ilesire. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Y<inr  most  obed't  servant, 

T.  C. 

Isaac  Whelen,  Esq  r,  near  I)owningiown,  Pennsylvania. 
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REPORT  (IF  THK  HKCRKTARV  (>P  1,AM>  OFFICE. 

I,ANi>  (Jkkick  ok  ]'kxm<vlvama,  Fthntari/ lA,  IStia 
In  iibeilieuttt"  to  tlip  orilfr  of  tlip  Houm-  of  Re|)reHi»iimilvt-M 
iif  the  lOih  iiiHiikiK,  tli^  S^nretury  of  tile  l.Htid  Offlcd  liaw  ih- 
honor,  reMiifCtfiiliy,  to  n-jmrt  llie  fohiiwinif  iiroweihiigi'  iiinlHr 
this  Ant  iif  tlm  O-eneriil  Axiifiiil)!}-,  ]UiHitei)  on  the  4tl>  ilny  of 
A|>ri1,  ITUO,  i-ntitle<l  "uli  act  for  ofTeriii);  coiiiiM'iiBatioii  ui  ihn 
Puiiiinyl  villi  in  rlniiiimitH  of  <-ertiilii  I.hihIh  within  the  fevi-iitui-ii 
Tow)ii'hii»<  ill  tlm  Oimiity  of  Liizenie,  mul  for  other  imritos*-!* 
lli>-:i-iii  iticiitioiii'tl." 

Ici»  iiii.lfiftooil  timt  th.>  Si'Pretary  of  tJit- 0-nntnonwealtli, 
Imiiii-iliii.ti'ly  nftiir  tlie  iNiKniiig  of  tlie  liiiw,  I'omnuiiiicatfil  to 
Ihf  ('oii|]Liis.''ioii<>rx  imiiiu.l  liy  tli.-  T.<-;;i!'liitiiri-.  thnt  tli.'  ihiii.^^ 
•h'slKiiiitcl  ill  tlK-oct  liiul  h^eii  iis>'i»;iii'a  to  Uieiu.      roininiiiii- 

the  I.1L111]    otiire   uod   th<>   (^>niitiiN»ioiierH,  in   onler   tli»t    they 

K.'a»ou  xlinli  ixliuit. 

it  ji.|.|.i'iirs  from  1 1.,-  r.-l.-iises  hiuI  C'onvey,ni,:,-s  to  lii^  lV..ni- 
Tiioiiwe'illli,  w]ii<-li  hfiv.'  Ix-^ii  <lci>oNitf>l  In  llie  Land  iitlU;:  l>v 
I...r..ons  lioldhiK  under  P.-nnsvlvimin,  that  the  stim-  in  r.-iii- 
v.'sted  Willi  titi.-s  to  hinds  in  Lii/.Tiif  Couiiiy  of  dates  prior  1,1 

till-  deirr >f  Tn-iitoii,  to  tlte  aiiiount  of  ninety-one  tlioii^iiid 

three  hinidred  and  einlitv-Neven  aures an<i  ninety-one  inroln^s, 
a({reeah!y  to  tlia  frenfriil  iilisiriiet  A,,  whiuli  ficroniiNiiiieK  ihiN 
r.iH>rt. 

ItenideK  the  I'liids  so  released  and  eonveyed  by  |>erHoiis  <,vlu> 
held  nniler  IVnnHvlvanin.  Ihore  are  likewiw  written  apidici- 
tioiiH  fi-oiii  the  f^arne  ile«rri|illoii  of  riaiinmds  |o  the  B<-.«rd  of 
Piv.I.enyf(irooiii|«'ii^atioii  nnder  the  iaw..f  the  4th  Ajiril,  ITW. 
lor  other  |«ir.-eU  of  land  10  ilie  iinioiint  of  idKhi  thonsnnd 
seven  liEindi-ed  and  ei(,'hty-s.-vei.  ,iere«  .iiid  "lie  hundred  nii.l 
Iw..  [..■i-clieBaifreeal.ly  l.ith.wihMrael  It..  «hf<ili  aUo  aeeoini«i. 
[ilesihU  i-enorl.  The  T.amts  eonlaiiied  in  th><  last  iiieiiti>>ii-.) 
ali^lniel  av  not  yel  released  <ir  roiiveyed,  KO  a.s  to  enalile  III.' 
Oonimi-sinners  to  ]irn..eed   to   e.xainiue  and  vnhle   them    iiinl.-r 

1 ssiir>-    iiisirtiin.-nt-.      I1    ivili     1>-    J.ereeived.    howev-r,    ttial 

Ih.'   'uimK   III     the   lirs:     iii-'iii  i..iie<!     al>-^I -aei,  >il<. ^eeed     llie 

qiiaiilily  of  lorly  iIlim.,,,;,!  :,,-:■,.-. 

The  I'oiiiK-elieiit  Claiiii-'iiil      '  "M:i~iiii11e.l   loihe   Land   <.niee. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS.  7'27 

princiiMilly  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  January,  lunt,  a  number 
of  instruments  of  applications  and  submissions,  which  are  ex- 
liil)ited  (together  with  a  copy  D.  of  one  of  thoni)  for  tlie  infor- 
mation of  the  House,  in  tlie  General  Abstract  C.  Thev  rehite 
to  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  tracts  an<l  lots  of  land  amount- 
injf  in  the  whole,  to  forty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  Hfty- 
nine  acres  and  three-quarters  of  an  acre.  A  few  of  these  np- 
piicationh  have  l>een  received  at  the  Land  ofRce  sinci*  the  order 
oi  the  House.  It  is  uncertain  whether  any  more  wdl  be  pre- 
r«ente<l,  tho*  it  api>ears  very  probable  that  some  yet  remain  to 
be  delivered.  Prom  the  manner  in  which  the  Connecticut  ap- 
plications liave  been  made,  and  under  th**  circumstance  of  the 
applicants  jfenerally  i)ossessiiij5  a  knowledi^e  of  the  situati«>n 
and  boundaries  of  the  seventeen  Townsliii>s,  it  lias  been  found 
practicable  for  them  distinctly  to  exhibit  the  (piantity  in  eacli, 
for  which  they  apph  ;  and  it  is  observable  that  tlieir  applica- 
tions are  diffused  among  all  the  Townsliips  Init  one.  But  as 
iheoHicial  |)apers  of  Pennsylvania  do  not  contain  any  refer- 
<'nces  to  the  Connecticut  Townshii^s,  and  as  very  few  Pennsyl- 
vania Townshiiw  existed  in  that  County  at  the  dates  of  these 
ancient  rights,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  designate  the 
situati(m  of  the  Pennsvlvania  lands  more  preciselv  or  in  anv 
other  manner  than  will  appear  on  reference  to  the  abstract  A. 
The  returns  of  Survey,  however,  required  by  the  act,  will  af- 
ford to  the  Commissi<mers  authentic  and  accurate  Information 
on  that  essential  iK)int. 

Since  the  receipt  of  Releases  and  app]ic>ations  to  the  amount 
of  forty  Thousand  acres  from  each  of  the  two  descriptions  of 
l)ersons  mentioned  in  the  Law,  the  necebsary  Information  has 
})eei!  given  to  the  three  Commissioners,  and  opportunity  has 
i)een  taken  for  preparatory  <H)nferences  with  two  of  their  num- 
ber, who  were  at  the  seat  of  Government.  Thev  nwiiit  <»nlv 
the  rec«»ipt  of  the  necessary  oflicial  |)aiH»rs  and  the  pro]>er  s«*a- 
son  to  proceed  upon  their  duty. 

As  s<M>n  as  Connecticut  a])plications  were  transmitted  from 
Luzerne  to  the  amount  of  fort v  thousand  acres,  tlu*  Secretarv 
of  the  Land  office  had  the  honor  to  communicate  tlif  Event 
to  the  Governor,  and  at  the  same  time  to  inform  him  (jf  an  in- 
timation that  a  few  more  instruments  of  the  snme  nature  were 
expected  from  that  County.  The  Governor,  in  Consecpience, 
was  pleiised  to  direct  that  all  the  documents  necessary  to  ex- 
hibit the  quantity  of  land  and  the  general  circumstances  of  the 
busine.*ts,  should  be  put  into  such  v  state  of  ]>re]>aratioii  as  to 
be  ready  for  the  information  and  use  of  the  IjCgislature  when- 
ever those  applications,  which  were  ex|>ecte«l.  should  arrive. 
That  circumstance  t<K)k    place  on    the  eleventJi    instant.     On 
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thni  ilay  altio  the  order  of  th«  Hou»e  wa»  reoeivuil  M  ttio  IiHii't 
inHce.  The  tlirce  iibstmcta  whicli  the  Secretary  in  oljeUietictt 
thereto,  line  now  the  honoi- to  tranemit,  will  Hliew  taHiC(lirect)<l 
how  far  the  act  to  whicli  those  abstracia  relate  hau  been  foiii- 
pliod  with,  at  wrll  on  the  part  of  thtj  PeiinHylvatiia  claimaritH 
UK  by  tliH  Couiiectlnut  cluiiuantB. 

Tkkch  Coxe, 
Hecrftary  uf  Iho  JmiuI  fyRc 


JOHN  FIELK  TO  TENOH  OOXE. 

Philadklphia.  a  inn.  24,   1*00. 
Tkm'h  Coxe.  Flsiq'r; 

[tKSI>l£CTKII  P'HIKSII :  I  have  HOW  iiIlihT  my  iiotiPf  a  <-0|>y 
(>(■  liiy  Letter  of  i:tth  Insi.,  loli.-...  Williaiii",  ri'Bi>ectiii([  ct-rtaiii 
Lati'ls  WloiKjchi);  to  the  Eslate  of  my  Wife's  Father,  1>.  Wil- 
liams, |>art  of  whinU  lire  mppOMt^il  to  lay  within  the  (!^oiiii<H-ti- 
ciil  claiiiiei.  I  iaieiy  re([iieHieil  Win.  Piirleii  lo  weinl  iii«  Coi>ii'« 
c.r  tin-  ri'timmof  Survey  for  ihnse  Lauils,  by  i-ecurrin^  to  wliioli 
it  miiy  lie  seen  %1'hether  any,  (vml  if  any,  whicli  of  thi>  Tracts 
aro  CO  situateil,  ivncl  I  uliouhi  lii'  obliycil  by  thy  lookinn  at  tlu'iii 
iiikI  Kivint;  mi'  mich  iiifonimdoii  k*  miiy  \vi  necessary  to  awcr- 
riiiti  the  iiiatter,  its  I  am  i){nuriuit  of  the  boiindarieH  of  tile  C<kti- 
iiei-ticut  Claims.  When  that  is  done  1  will  attend  to  the  Hfv- 
ernl  points  thoii  mentions,  in  order  thnt  the  business  may  not 
be  further  |irolructed.     (ieo.  Williams  has  no  ftirlher  auem-y 

The  bearer,  Uavi.l  Meiul.  K.-«i,,  having  received  some  inl<)r- 
mation  respeotinij  the  ('midiint  of  some  of  the  <le|iiiiy  Siir- 
veyoi-s  hi  the  districts  West  of  Allegheny  River  towards  llie 
Peniisylvimia  iwinilation  C:om|iany  (of  which  1  nin  a  in<-ni- 
b.-ri.  and  iil',  self  nn.l  Son,  ha.s  dcsire.l  me  to  relate  wlial  I 
know  ili.'re,>f.  Ihit  on  cxaiiiinint;  my  stock  of  infonuation, 
[III."  ii  is  extensive  and  varions,  it  up|i.'ars  to  me  too  iniper- 
feei   111  111-  (iilveii  lis  evidenee,  bein|f  chiefly  what    I   have    heard 

lit  l.aiiriisier.  wh"  iir.-  iiinre  iiartiinijarlv  act|tiainted  with  tli<- 
sai,ielhili-,'s  1..  vvh.im  reference  lilav  lie  had  if  necessarv.  The 
<-i.ni[i.iiiy  and  .ny,..lf  li„ve  suffered  jjreat  and  very  «ri<.v..us 
niii..,-iiiiiii-.  i\lii.li  i-i.:in  very  readily  be  stibstHTitiated.   l.iu   if 
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Law.  Those  impositions,  I  believe,  have  proceeded  partly 
from  some  Deputy  Surveyor,  but  mostly  from  men  of  bad  dis- 
positions, endeavoring  to  possess  tliemselves  of  our  Lanis;  and 
to  defeat  such  combination  of  evils  and  prevent  very  serious 
disturbances  in  this  quarter,  the  Company  and  myself  have 
been  obliged  to  give  those  intruders  great  part  of  our  Lands, 
also  to  advance  enormous  Sums  of  Money  to  settle  and  improve 
them.  I  had  very  little  knowledge  of  the  Land  business  when 
those  things  occurred,  but  it  was  then  my  opinion  the  Com- 
pany should  apply  to  the  Surveyor  Gen'l  for  redress  in  those 
parts  if  any  that  originated  from  his  deputies,  and  I  have 
since  regretted  it  was  not  done,  as  from  my  own  observations 
1  believe  he  would  have  called  his  deputies  to  a  sworn  acco't 
so  far  as  they  were  concerned.  With  regard  to  the  present 
deputy  in  District  ^o.  2,  I  do  not  know  him,  nor  am  I  ac- 
quainted with  any  improprieties  of  Conduct  on  his  part  if  such 
exist.  The  present  information  I  consider  as  out  of  season  and 
that  I  am  probably  more  blameable  than  the  officers  of  the 
Land  department  in  Philad*  and  Lancaster  in  those  things  that 
concern  myself,  in  short,  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  at  all  he 
held  accounta}>le  for  improprieties  of  which  they  were  igno- 
rant of,  therefore  I  acquit  them  freely  and  fully. 

I  am,  Respectfully, 

Thy  assured  Friend, 

John  Field. 


CIRCULAR  TO  WYOMING  RELEASERS. 

Land  Office,  Pa.,  June  13,  1800. 

Sir:  On  making  up  the  file  of  Pennsylvania  returns  of  sur- 
vey of  Lands  in  the  IT  Connecticut  Townships  of  Luzerne 
County,  it  is  found  that  a  few  are  missing.  After  diligent 
searches  in  the  Surveyor  General's  Office,  no  traces  are  per- 
ceived of  those  noted  below.  If  you  possess  copies  of  those  re- 
turned, or  even  surveyed,  it  is  very  desirable  that  you  should 
bring  them  forward  immediately.  The  best  step  that  can  he 
taken  is  to  transmit  to  this  office  every  particle  of  evidence  that 
you  possess  or  can  obtain,  tending  to  establish  either  an  ac- 
tual and  regular  return  or  a  survey  or  any  other  measure  in 
execution  of  the  warrant  jmrtly  or  wholly. 

I  shall  forthwith  inform  the  Comissi oners  in  all  cases  of  per* 


780  MISUKLLANEOUS  PAPEBS. 

feet  executioit.  lu  oiuhm  wliereiu  further ineaitureB  may  api>ear 
uccKHsary  anil  may  b«  fouiiil  within  the  i)oweni  of  the  Board 
of  Proi«srty,  the  matter  will  be  tak«u  up  therelu  (or  rmietly 
iir  coi»iileiiun. 


THE  COMMI88IONER8  TO  THE  ATTORNEY  OENERAL. 

WlLKKSBAHKK.  l.tZKEUCK  COUSTY,  July  31,  1800. 
Sill:  We  fln<l  uiiiiiy  dilHculrieH  hi  the  exeautloii  of  the  act 
offerini;  ouiiipunsatiuii  to  the  PeuiiKylvaiiia  i?lAiiiiuntHot'  l^aixl 
in  tht  (Jounty  of  Luzerne,  i>ai'ticulttrly  aa  we  aiiprelieiit)  houi« 
of  the  I'liitcthif;  (^laiifeM  are  ilireotly  oi>i>oije<l  to  each  other.  We 
(■onceiveit,  therefore,  to  he  necessary,  hwleetl  oiir  iluty,  to  apply 
to  you,  IIS  Ationii^y  Cl.>iieriil  of  tJie  Btute,  f<:r  your  opinion  and 

FiiisT  8KCTION.  "Thiit  f)n!  Piiid  CoiiiTOiwionern  Bhall  tioi  fx- 
iimii'e  any  hiiiilH  hut  thone  whicli  ttie  Peiiuc^ylvania  Olainiaiits 
ehalUmxeaureeiluHafori-Kftid  to  KUbuiIt  to  their  exaiiiiniit ion.  " 

Fifth  8kctio&'.  "That  it  ultall  Ije  theduty  of  ><ai<l  CotnniiM- 
xioiiei-x  aiKo  to  iiKcertahi  all  the  rJtfhtH  or  lotH  within  the  )i<*vcu- 
teed  townships,  whicli  wtrr  oi-niiiicd  or  aeqiiireil  ^>y  Connccti- 
vul  ClHiiimiili',  wild  weri'iitMuidly  nettU'rsar  or  before  the  de- 
<ii-ci'  of  Ti<'uton,  anil  which  lolHorriffhtH  were  particularly  iii.- 
riisn.cl  lo  the  caiil  settJerM  prior  to  tho  miid  dei-ree  at  Trenton. 
ajirfi-ably  to  the  rcgiihilioiis  then  in  forre  among  them." 

W<'  ask.  Shall  the  proliibitioii  In  tin-  llrM  section  prevent  tif 
<'oiiiiiiissioiierFi  from  iisciTiainiiii;  and  valuing  the  Connect i<-al 
riKhts  or  lot"  within  the  weventi-eii  townships  where  the  Penii. 
sylviinia  Clahiiantri  hiive  not  rfleased  to  the  State? 

The  transfers  and  r>nl>-divisions  have  been  ho  niinieroii-< 
among  tht'  Connecticut  Clahnantx  themselves,  that  it  will  <>.■ 
ri    work   oF    yeai'.s   if   tlie   (.'oniiuisMonerM    nitir^t  attend   totlii^ 

(^M.-Mii.n  then.  Are  ih.- I'-.timiis-ioners  loiisperlninaiid  value 
ibi'  origioiii  I'IglitK  or  tots  'only  i  of  the  Connecticut  Claltiiatits, 
or  must  thev  asci'tlaii.  and  viihu-  the  nnmeroux  dlriHiont  and 
>iil.-,llvisLons  of  tho;.v  i.ri:;iinii  I'lt-'lit:.  or.  lots  iw  they  are  iiuti- 
'n  III  f 

In  1li<-  pn.^'1-ess,  nliho  1  iii-rv  tire  .it  lier  ditticulties,  we  are  nn- 
willini-'  lo  ironlile  yon  wiili  niori'  limn  wluit  we  conHlder  iiidis- 
[lensubly  neci'S,fnry  ;  in  the  ineiinliine  wti  will  proceed  in  t*ueli 
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l>arts  of  the  business  as  do  not  require  decision  on  these  XK>ints, 
and  we  taRe  the  liberty  to  mention  to  you  that  we  judge  it 
prudent  to  conceal  our  enibarrassiuent  and  toapiM^artoact  as 
if  the  law  was  clear  to  us  in  every  jmrticular. 

We  request  your  answer  as  soon  as  convenient  by  Post, 

and  are,  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  obedient  Servants, 
Thos.   Boudk, 
Wm.   Ihvixk, 
axdrkw  portku. 

p.  8.— We  will  communicate  to  the    Secretary  of  the  Land 
Office  such  other  diiliculties  as  occur  in  detail. 
The  withhi  ami  al>ove  is  a  true  Copy.  July  22,  lyOO. 

Attest  :  JOHX   SHIPPKN, 

Clerk. 
Joseph  B.  McKkan.  Elsq.,  Attortuy  Utnenil. 


JOSEPH  WHARTON  TO  TENCH  (^OXE. 


Philadelphia,  Auf/n^(2,  IS^K). 

Sir:  I  was  told  a  few  days  piist  by  h  messenger  from  Sam. 
Howell,  Sam.  Pleas<ints,&  C  Foulke,  that  these  men  were  about 
memorializing  you  not  to  deliver  to  me  whatever  Certificates 
may  be  awarded  <m  the  lands  I  had  conveyed  to  the  State  in 
the  17  Townships  in  Luzerne  County,  unless  I  consented  to 
join  in  some  Declaration  with  them,  as  my  a.<<signees  to  you  on 
this  sublect.  I  referred  the  messenger^who  was  Owen  Foulke) 
to  the  mortgage  1  had  given  to  my  assignees  as  sufllcient  se- 
curity to  them  against  any  undue  conduct  of  mine,  besitles  . 
they  had  the  cert-iin  knowledge  an<l  exjH'rienoe  of  my  not  «»nly 
having  made  them,  among  others  (and  for  which  1  shall  forever 
repine),  my  assignees  (unknown  to  and  unsollicited  by  any 
one),  but  that  such  was  my  undeviating  integrity  as  never  to 
have  paid  my  Debts  in  Continental  money,  altho*  conformable 
to  law  and  universal  usage,  or  T  should  not  have  snflfered  in 
fame,  fortune  and  hnpi>iness  what  their  cursed  stewardship 
hath  inflicted  cm  me  and  my  i>oor  Children.  How,  then,  can 
these  jealous  men  s.ippo*<e  me  capable  of  injustice  who  p»*cu- 
liarly  witnessed  from  me  such  eminent  proofs  of  self  denial  to 
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them  nnd  to  tlioiw  th«y  repreaenteil:'  But,  Sir,  am  you  are  the 
officer  of  tiovHi'iiiiieiit,  whom  thry  are  iiieiuorializinB  agaiiist 
lUA  (auil  with  whom  they  would  affect  my  character  and  clr- 
cumntance,',  I  have  taken  tli»  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy 
of  my  letter  to  my  brother.  Mr.  Isanc  Wharton,  uli«o  nn  ap- 
Mllinee,  wliu  hae  refused  to  memorialize  with  them,  in  ortler  to 
icanlfeiit  the  clearneits  of  my  conduct  iu  all  my  traiiBactloiiH 
between  the  Stale,  my  asBlgneeH  and  myself.  Beisiileit,  Sir,  yoii 
are  a  wItnesH  for  me  that  I  did  long  xiiiee  inform  you  that  all 
the  lands  I  had  conveyed  to  the  btale  were  mortgaged  by  me 
to  these  very  Coinpluinanta,  hut  that  it  was  right,  however,  lit 
me  to  convey  to  the  State,  fur  facilitating  the  Luzerne  host- 
uesfl  and  leaving  the  atTair  ot  the  CertiflcateH  to  come  forward 
ill  their  proper  time  and  order.  Indeed  from  the  apparent  (HM' 
trees  and  conduct  of  these  men  I  nm  apprehensive  tliey  have 
not  had  the  mortgages  recorded  hi  Luzerne  Coniity.  and,  there- 
fore, they  are  afraid  of  flehting  me  by  trial  at  law,  which  their 
infamous  conduct  to  me  and  my  Creditors  make  them  ri>va!t 
at.  Would  it  not,  Blr,  be  wlthhi  the  nature  of  your  ofTlee  or  tif 
Mr.  Mnhletilinrgh'ri  to  make  enqniry  of  the  Record  officio  in 
Luierne  County,  whetherthemortgaci- given  by  me  in  August, 
17011,  to  Isaan  Wharton,  Sam.  Howell,  Sainl.  Pleasants.  &  C. 
Fnuike,  was  in  one  time  recorded^'  It  would  certainly,  in 
uitlier  (^ase,  put  the  State  on  its  pro{H'r  ground  to  oMrertniii  to 
whom  th«  CVrliflcates  may  lie  legally  delivered  on  the  Com- 
missioners' return  being  maile.  I  pray  your  ixirdou  for  tliis 
trouble  and  the  graiiimaticiil  ami  other  faults  in  my  letter,  for 
the  cnnilition  of  my  health  disqualifles  me  either  for  ei*?eane<- 
jif  stile  or  f!loi>e  attention  to  matter,  and  I  request  the  favor  of 
you  to  acknowledge  rereipt  of  it,  with  such  animadversions 
as  yon  nmy  think  necessjkry.  After  all,  iKtrhajts,  this  ntUlrest 
ought  more  properly  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Muhlenburgli,  nnd  if 
BO,  lie  pleased  tc)  deliver  ii  to  this  flentleman  with  my  rcHtJeets, 
and  if  not  apiiurienant  tc)  his  offlce,  yet  I  shall  lie  glad  he  may 
[lerlise  this  Letlor  unil  the  one  to  Isaac  Wharton. 
I  am  Sir.  Re»^in-etfnliv, 

Your  most  ob'd't  Serv't. 

,1(1.  Whahtox. 
P.   ».   -I  >lmH  l..>1lmnkful  t<.  Imv<- ihisnnd  theenelosed  oflici- 
iiilv  ui.iic'e.i  witii  tile  I'euiisvlviiiiia  Claimants  records. 

.1.  \V. 
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THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  TENCH  COXE. 


WiLKRSBARRK,   LUZKRNE   C0U2{TY,  PeSN'A, 

August  5,  1800. 

Sir:  We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter 
(with  its  enclosures)  of  the  12th  July. 

We  transmit  you  herewith,  eighteen  Connecticut  applica- 
tions which  have  been  handed  to  us  for  that  purpose. 

If  you  will  be  pleased  to  examine  the  Release  of  James  Rose, 
you  will  probably  find  it  incomplete ;  perhaps  it  is  an  error  in 
the  Copy  sent  us,  as  we  are  unwilling  to  suppose  un  uitentional 
deception  in  the  Releasor.  This  release,  agreeably  to  the  ex- 
emplification in  our  possession,  commences  by  [particularly 
naming  the  several  late  Proprietaries  with  their  additions,  as 
if  they  had  been  the  imrties  of  the  first  part  to  the  deed,  when 
a  sudden  transition  takes  place  to  the  clause  of  transfer  to  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  third  person  singular,  the  habendum  et 
tenendum  clause  is  usually  correct ;  and  Jame's  Rose's  signa- 
ture, the  first  mention  of  his  name,  except  in  a  very  brief  acci- 
dental recital  towards  the  close  of  the  Instrument. 

It  is  generally  said,  and  credited  here,  that  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly passed  the  28th  day  of  March,  1787,  commonly  called 
'*the  quieting  act"  or  "confirming  law''  (though  repealed),  is 
determined  to  be  in  some  respects  yet  in  force ;  this  is  the 
opinion,  say  Connecticut  Claimants,  of  Judge  Patterson. 
Hence,  they  ague  that  they  will  have  a  right  to  obtain  I*enn- 
sylvania  titles  at  the  rate  of  50s.  per  hundred  for  all  Lands 
settled  by  them  before  and  since  the  Decree  at  Trenton, 
whether  within  or  without  the  17  Townships,  unless  Penns'a, 
warrants  were  previously  laid.  They,  therefore,  tleem  it  un- 
necessary to  apply  (under  the  present  Law)  for  Lands  not 
claimed  by  Pennsylvanians. 

There  appears  great  anxiety  in  a  few  individuals  to  know 
almost  every  minute  step  of  our  Proceedings;  they  express  a 
strong  desire  to  have  the  business  speedily  accomplished,  and 
at  the  same  time  intimatt^  their  opinion  that  the  law  might 
have  been  contrived  better,  and  in  such  a  umnner  as  to  have 
been  more  easily  executed.  They  teaze  us  with  so  many  en- 
quiries, whether  certain  ihings  cannot  be  done  under  the  Law, 
and  whether  we  do  not  construe  particular  clauses  so  and  so, 
that  if  their  conduct  is  not  insidious,  they  are  themselves  more 
ignorant  than  we  believe  them  to  be. 
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We  are  facing  on  much  in  the  same  way  as  when  we  wrote 
you  of  the  22(1  ulto.  We  lioi>e  to  proceeti  with  more  contideuce 
when  we  shah  have  received  answers  from  you  and  the  At- 
torney General,  which  we  now  hourly  look  for.  At  all  events, 
although  we  Hhall  not  be  able  to  finish  the  business  this  year, 
we  expect  to  put  it  in  such  train  that  we  or  successors  may  pro- 
cee<l  with  more  ease  some  other  years. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  Luzerne  newaiMiper,  in  which  the  doings 
of  the  Commissioners  are  stated,  by  consent. 

Although  by  the  general  abstract  of  Releases  A  or  No.  3,  it 
appears  thatTliomas  Hartley,  Esq'r.,  has  duly  executed  a  deed 
of  release  to  the  Commonwealth  for  1,288^  acres,  and  by  the 
in<lex  anc  certillcate  from  the  surveyor  gen'ls  office  it  appears 
there  are  live  <listinct  tracts,  the  drafts  of  the  surveys  of  three 
whereof  have  been  furnifthed  us  Nos.  177,  1*?8,  179,  those  of  the 
other  two  (in  the  names  of  Thomas  Smith  and  Peter  Dehaven) 
certified  by  surveyor  general  not  to  be  found,  yet  no  Exempli* 
fication  of  his  Release  has  been  forwarded  to  us. 

We  are  resi>ect fully,  Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servants 
Wm.  Irvink, 
Andrkw  Portkr. 

Tknch  ('oxk,  E8(i'r.,  Secretary  Land  Office,  PeutUft/lcanUi. 


THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  TKN(^H   COXE. 


WiLKKSBAItRK,   AUffHSt  1:1,   ISOO. 

Sir:  We  nre  favored  witli  yours  of  the  3lst  ult..  in  which 
wtM-e  Hxemplilications  of  Mr.  Houiliiiot's  Releases  and  Returns 
of  Survev,  but  we  have  not  vt»t  received  tin  answer  from  the 
Attorney  General. 

We  have  repeated  proofs  c»f  your  particular  attention  to  the 
busniess  iu  wbieh  we  are  engageil,  and  have  no  doubt  but  you 
will  continue  to  render  every  servici*  in  your  DOwer ;  and.  a** 
we  hinteil  before,  we  should  |)robably  have  occasion  to  trouble 
you  t'requeuly,  we  again  remind  you  that  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  collect  all  the  detached  iwtience  you  can. 

From  what  you  say  we  begin  to  look  for  Mr.  Coats,  the  Penn's 
agent ;   his  coming  prepared,  iu  the  way  you  mention,  must 
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not  only  be  useful,  but  is  absolutely  necessary  to  our  accom- 
plishing anything  consideral  1 » this  Year. 

Mr.  George  Uibson  lianded  West's  Papers  mentioned  by  you. 
You  will  receive  herewith  three  Connecticut  submissions; 
we  are  told  of  a  number  more  preparing,  almost  for  on«  whole 
township;  but  it  is  said  a  few,  considerably  influential  men 
too,  yet  continue  obstinate;  they  say  the  Connecticut  title  is 
good  enough.  Mr.  Ship])en  will  hand  you  this;  he  can  inform 
you  of  several  matters  which  can  be  !)etter  done  in  Conversa- 
tion than  on  paper. 

The  Connecticut  Act,  giving  up  these  people,  has  })een  pro- 
luulgated.  and  in  due  time  may  have  a  good  effect.  But  tha 
<iuieting  act  (so  called)  of  Pennsylvania,  is  referred  to  on  every 
occasion. 

We  are,  Sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect, 

your  obedient  Servants, 

Wm.  Irvink, 
Andrew  Portkr. 

Tknch  ( -oxK,  Ks<i.,  *svr/e^a/7/  Land  Offlct,  Ptnnsyloania. 


THK  COMMISSIONERS  TO  TENCH  COXE. 


rn 


WiLKKSBARRK,  Angust  25,  1800. 

Silt:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  accompanied  by  sun- 
dry ropit'S  of  Releases  an<l  applications,  was  duly  handed  to  us 
by  Mr.  Ross.  Among  the  applications  herewith,  you  will  And 
one  from  the  bearer.  Judge  Gure,  wdiose  example  in  coming 
forward  will  doubtless  have  some  weight.  There  is  another 
person  accompam'es  him ;  what  their  business  is  we  know  not. 
but  have  heard,  by  accident,  that  they  have  particular  busi- 
ness at  the  Lan<l  office. 

We  Judge  it  prudent  to  confine  our  inquirie.-j  solely  to  mat- 
ters connected,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  business 
committed  to  us,  wf»  cannot,  however,  shut  our  Ears  to  com- 
mon reports,  one  of  which  is  reiterated,  that  Connecticut  peo- 
ple still  continue  to  buy  up  half  share  rights  without  the  17 
townshii>s  ;  it  follows,  of  course,  that  these  deluded  people  must 
be  encouraged  by  some  ]ea<iing  character  here,  there  must  be 
a  system.  A  mere  swindling  scheme  of  an  individual  or  two, 
it  is  to  be  presumed,  would  soon  be  detected.  To  oi>pose  this, 
it  is  true  that  the  people  now  coming  to  settle  and  purchase. 
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lire  extremely  igDornnt,  as  many  of  tlin  olil  fettltirs.  It  i»  Hald, 
are  willliifc  to  iiurchuae  Peuuiylvauia  tltlHH  as  m>oii  as  it  can  bn 
afuertaineil  who  really  holciu  tfaem.  You  wilt  receive  tiiirty- 
two  applications  and  xuliitiiKaions  herewith.  If  the  Penusyl* 
vania  Releases  were  more  nunieroua  or  general,  the  buiiineas 
would  Ko  on  muoh  easlur.  We  have  tittard  no  more  ot  Mr. 
Penn's  Agent  than  what  you  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the 
aoth  July. 

Oeneral  Boude  thought,  when  lie  left  tills,  ot  Ijeiiigonly. 
about  two  weeks  absent;  more  than  four  have  ela|i«^d.  If 
sickness  or  other  accident  should  prevent  his  return  much 
longer,  he  will  dunlitless  notify  either  the  Government  or  us 
If  no  misfortune  overtakes  either  of  us,  or  fandli«s,  we  oan. 
we  hope,  do  everything  that  eould  lie  done  by  three,  not  more 
capable  than  ourselves,  the  remainder  of  this  tail. 
We  are  Resi»ect fully,  Sir. 

Your  obed't  Seri'ants, 

Wm.   lltVINK, 
Akdrbw  Portkb. 
Tknch  Coxk,  Esqr,,  S^i-ri'tnnj  nt  Ihf  Lund  (l^fUn. 


Lascastkr,  fieptember  2".  1800. 
We,  Matthias  HnrU.n,  Esquirf,  iin.l  Mrs  Hester  Barton,  late 
C'oxe,for  and  in  behalf  of  thi>  Widow,  lieirs  and  devisees  of  Col. 
John  Coxe.  of  Dlonninbury,  in  Shw  Jersey,  deneaseil,  do  hereby 
make  application  to  the  Hoanl  of  I*ro|ierty  of  IVtinsylvniiin 
for  the  benelit  of  the  Act  of  AHHembly  of  tliis  Btate,  l>eariiig 
<lnteon  the  4th  day  ot  April,  ITUft.  entitled  "an  Act  for  oiTeriiiK 
Coinpcnsatiou  to  the  Pciiiisylvaiiia  claimants  of  Certain  lauds 
within  the  fieveiit.-fn  ,Townshii>s  in  tli-  fonnty  of  I,ii7erne, 
and  for  other  piirpoi-es  therein  nieiition>>il :"  by  the  release  of 
alllnndsof  thesaid  Widow,  heirs  and  d.'Visi'es,  lateof  th.- i«aii] 
Col'>nel  C<.xe,df<-caH.'d.w]iii-h  are  held  under  titles  priorto  the 
■i\*X  Dei^enibHr,  17H'>.  ,u,tl  wliieli  >^ball  be  fi>nnd  to  lit- within  the 
said  Bevenleeii  L'.iiinii.-.'llciit  Tcwnsliips. 

Matthias  Hahtun, 
EfTHKIl  IJAintiN. 
Witness,   Pai-c,  /,\.\r/t\(iKH. 
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Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that,  whereas,  John  Coxe, 
late  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Esquire,  deceased,  in  and  by 
his  late  will  and  Testament  in  writing,  bearing  date  the  seventh 
day  of  February,  Cotiicil  thereto  annexed,  bearing  date  the 
twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -two,  did  give  to  bis  wife 
and  children  sundry  parts  of  his  real  and  personal  Estate  and 
all  the  remainder  thereof  he  did  give  and  bequeath  to  six 
daughters  therein  named  in  Fee  as  tenants  in  common  with 
full  power  and  authority  to  his  Executors  the  8ur\'ivor8  or  sur- 
vivor of  them,  to  sell  or  dispose  of  all  or  such  part  of  his  real 
and  personal  Estate  as  should  be  necessary,  as  well  for  the 
purpose  of  dividing  the  produce  thereof  among  his  children, 
as  for  the  i>ayment  of  his  debts  and  legacies  for  the  education 
and  support  of  his  children,  whenever  they  should  think  a  sale 
of  any  part  thereof  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  whole, 
and  in  such  case  that  the  surplus  money  arising  therefrom  be 
equally  divided  between  all  his  children,  share  and  share 
alike,  as  in  and  by  the  said  recited  will  and  coilicil  duly  proved 
and  recorded  in  the  Register's  Office  at  Philadelphia,  more 
fully  appears.  Now  Know  Ye  that  we,  Esther  Coxe,  John 
Stephens  and  Matthias  Barton,  surviving  Executors  of  the  said 
John  Coxe,  Rachel  Stephens,  wife  of  the  said  John,  Esther 
Barton,  wife  of  the  said  Matthias,  Catharine  Stockton,  widow, 
and  John  Redman  Coxe  and  Sarah  his  wife,  the  said  Rachel, 
Elsther,  Catharine  and  Sarah  being  three  of  the  children  of  the 
said  John  Coxe,  in  consideration  of  the  compensation  offered 
by  an  act  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  entitle<l 
"an  Act  for  offering  compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claim- 
ants of  certain  Lands  within  the  seventeen  Townships  in  the 
County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
and  also  of  one  Dollar  paid  to  us  by  the  said  Commonwealth, 
the  receipt  whereof  we  hereby  acknowledge,  have  granted,  re- 
mised, released,  conveyed  and  forever  quit-claimed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  hereby  grant,  remise,  release,  convey  and 
forever  quit -claim  to  the  said  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
all  our  joint  and  separate  Rights,  Titles,  Interests,  Pro|>erties. 
claims  and  demands,  both  legal  and  equitable,  of,  in,  and  to  all 
and  singular  the  hinds  and  tenements  to  us  belonging,  and 
every  part  thereof  lying  within  that  part  of  the  County  of 
Luzerne  in  the  said  Commonwealth  commonlv  known  bv  the 
name  of  the  seventeen  Townships,  a  part  or  the  whole  of  which 
is  mentioned  or  described  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed. 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  with  all  the  Rights,  Privileges, 
Hereditaments  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging  to  the 
said  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  fee  simple  forever.  In 
47-VOL.  XVIII. 
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WitnusB  wbereof  we,  the  said  Graators,  have  hereunto  set  oiir 
hanileand  B«als  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  September,  In  thu 
yt^ar  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hunilred. 

Sealed  and  delivered  by  Esther  Cole  and  John  Redman  Ot>ze 
and  Sarah  his  Wife  in  the  preeenctt  of  us,  Abraham  Slioe- 
inalcer,    Edward    Shippen.     For    Catharine    Stockton,    lenno 
Smith,  Mary  Sayre.    For  John  Stephens  and  Rachael  his  wife, 
I>aii!  Van  Reipen,  Mary  Gllburt.      Tor  Matthias  Barton  anil 
Estlier  ids  wile,  Matthew  Henry,  Frederick  Kuhn. 
Rachel  Coxe,  [Seal.] 
JoHTt  Stephe^ib.  [Beal.] 
Rachel  Stephens,  ISeal.] 
CATnARiNB  Stockton,  [Seal.  I 
Matthias  Sarton,  [Seal.] 
Esther  Barton,  [Seai.J 
.ToHM  Rrdhan  Coxb,  [Seal] 
Sarah  Coxk,  [Seal.] 
Thp  twenty-fourth  day  of  September,  1800,  Before  me,  EjI- 
ward  Shippen,  Chief  Justice  of  thf  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, came  the  attove  named  Rsthsr  Coie  and  John  Redmnti 
Co.te  and  Sarah   his  wife,  and  noknowledgecl  the  ai)Ovn  Deed 
Poll  to  be  their,  and  eacii  of  their  act  and    Deed,  and  detiireil 
tlie  same  may  be  recorded  as  such.     Tlie  said   Sarah  beinR  of 
full  age  and   by  me   privately  examined  apart  from   her  hutt- 
band,  declared  that  she  executed  the  said   Deed    Poll  volnn- 
tnrily  and  of  her  own  free  will  and  accord  withont  any  coer- 
cion or  compulsion  of  her  said  Husband,  and  full  contents  by 
Hie  first  made  known  to  her. 
Witness  uiy  hand  and  seal, 

Edward  Shippen.  {Seal.  ] 

State  of  New  Jkrset,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  thin  25th  day  of  September,  18O0,  before 
[sane  Smith,  one  of  the  Jnstices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  said 
State,  Catharine  Stockton,  one  of  the  within  Grantors,  and 
did  acknowledge  that  Khe  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  tlit« 
witliin  Deed  Poll  for  the  useti  and  puriMHes  therein  mentiont^d. 
Taken  Ixsforo  me, 

Isaac  Smith. 
Statk  ok  Nkw  Jersey,  js; 

IVrsonally  appi-arcil  thi"  3."tli  day  of  September,  180O,  liefor" 
m.-,  DanitI  Van  Reiiwn,  one  iif  the  juilgew  of  the  court  of  <-oni- 
mon  PteiiM  of  Thi;*  (county  of  Bergen,  In  wild  State,  John  8te- 
phi'U.-*  and  Rachul  his  wiff,  and  acknowledged  the  above  r>eed 
Pill]  to  be  their  Act  and  Deed.     The  said  Rachel  )>einK  by  int> 
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privately  examined  apart  Iruin  her  said  husband,  declared  that 

Hhe  executed  the  said   Deed  Poll  voluntarily  and  of  her  own 

free  will  and  accord  without  any  coercion  or  compulsion  of  her 

sai<l  Husband. 

Witness  my  hand, 

Daniel  Van  Rkipen. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  $s  . 

Personally  appeared  this  30th  day  of  September,  1800,  before 
me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  Matthias  Barton  and  Esther  his  wife,  and  acknowl- 
edged the  above  Deed  Poll  to  be  their  act  and  Deed,  the  said 
Esther  being  of  full  age  and  by  me  privately  examined  apart 
from  her  husband,  declare<l  that  she  Executed  the  said  Deed 
Poll  voluntarily  and  without  any  coercion  or  compulsion  of 
her  said  husband,  the  full  contents  by  me  first  made  known 
unto  her. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal, 

^Frederick  Kuhn,  [Seal.] 

Land  Office  op  Pennsylvania. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  instrument 
of  writing,  from  Esther  Coxe,  John  Stephens  and  others,  sur- 
viving Executors  of  John  Coxe,  deceased,  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  filed  of  Record  in  this  OflBce. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
the  seal  of  the  said  office  at  Lancaster,  the  second  day  of  Octo- 
ber A.  D.  1800. 


A  Sohodule  of  the  Lands  lying  in  the  seventeen  Townships 
of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  the  late 
Colonel  John  Coxe,  deceased,  and  referred  to  in  the  annexed 
release.  That  is  to  say  Sundry  Tracts  of  land  taken  up  in 
partnership  by  the  said  John  Coxe  and  William  Patterson, 
Esquires,  under  an  article  of  Agreement  between  the  said 
Coxe  and  Patterson,  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of  January, 
1774,  in  the  following  names,  viz :  John  Borland,  John  Hyde, 
William  Watson,  Robert  Lusk,  Zenas  Smith,  William  McCar- 
roll,  Elizabeth  Punner,  Samuel  Boucher,  Richard  Price,  Joseph 
Nicholson,  Henry  Thorn,  William  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Augustus  Rupple,  Joseph  Ball,  Samuel  Laverty,  Christian 
Strehly  and  John  Vansant,  which  said  Lands  so  held  in  part- 
nership between  the  said  Col.  John  Coxe  and  William  Patter- 
son, Esqr. ,  were  released  by  the  heirs  to  the  said  William  Pat- 
terson, Esqr. ,  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  by  an 
instrument  bearing  date  the  20rh  day  of  July,  1799.     Also  onft 
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other  Tr&ot  of  land  belotiRini{  wliolly  to  the  Estate  of  the  aalil 
Col.  John  Coxe,  deceased,  taken  up  In  the  nain«  of  William 
Rush. 

Matthias  Barton, 
E^THKK  Barton. 


TENOH  OOXE  TO  fiOVERNOR  McKEAN. 

Lasi)  Office  of  Pa.,  QntoberZ,  IHOO. 

Sib  :  I  received  rrom  Liixirne,  l>y  the  last  mall,  a  newspaper 
ooiitainintr  an  unpleosing  evidence  that  some  of  the  New  Eng- 
land leading  nten  etill  keep  up  their  exertions  to  prevent  the 
restoration  of  that  County  to  tranquility  &  prosperity.  Some 
plain  facta  and  reniarki*  liAd  been  coiiiiiiunicated  to  the 
Oornni"rn  tending;  to  iiroduce  just  oonvictloue  in  the  minds  of 
ttie  SettJent  and  inducing;  tlit'iii  to  make  HuhniisHicns.  Since 
that  {>ai>er  wqm  written  and  piilitistied  liy  the  Conrrn,  an  an  «^x- 
tract  from  u  lutt^r  from  Lancaster  to  a  (x-rimn  in  Luzi^rne, 
there  have  bi!ena1>out  Hftyupplioutioneiof  tlieOonneotinut  men 
presented.  A  reply  to  the  iia|>er  I  refer  to  has  I  eeii  publittlii^d 
hi  the  WilkeitlMirre  Gai^ette  nf  the  33d  instant,  and  I  havt>  pro- 
cured from  Mr.  Dicktion  a  copy  of  it,  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Wright, 
the  printer,  wliieli  I  have  now  tlie  honor  to  enclose. 

In  reKiird  to  the  i>a|iers  referred  to,  as  Intercepted  on  th^ir 
way  from  KnKland,  1  have  noc  the  leaHt  remembrance  or 
knowledge  ()f  them,  or  of  any  huch  fact.  Ool.  Turbut  Pri'.nciti 
was  deml  nineteen  yedre  when  lliey  nay  they  were  sent  to  him 
by  riorneliuR  Coxe.  The  Colonel  died  in  17T7.  The  slander  or 
defamation  of  our  public  and  jirivate  title  will,  by  its  continu- 
ance, most  certainly  produce  heft\->-  Injuries  to  theproi>erty  of 
the  State,  and  to  the  projwrty  of  the  Citizens.  I  beg  leave  to 
suliinlt.  Mir,  tlie  question  wbeilier  a  suit  should  not  lie  r-oni- 
nienced  a«n,inst  the  wrirer,  or  if  Mr.  Wright  refuses  to  give  his 
niMue,  then  ugainst  the  printer,  Sueb  peaceable  measureH  will 
have  vcTVKi-eat  effects.  Wlieliier  it  shimld  be  brought  in  the 
Stati-or  fi'denil  courts,  if  tli"  briuKing  it  there  should  l>e  found 
legal  on  Irandni,'  the  Nmufs,  is  a  matter  which  may  require 
reflexion.  The  concluding  paragraph,  but  one,  proves  tile  ini- 
portiince  of  our  succession  iu  getting  more  than  40,00(1  acri>!a  of 
the  N.ime  bind,  l>olh  rebiised  and  submitted.  They  were  pre- 
I>ared  for  i-aviliing  on  this  [Kiint,  it  seems. 
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Tlie  peUtion  of  the  sixty  settlers  in  the  late  County  of  Alle- 
gany is  this  moment  received  and  will  be  laid  before  the  Board 
at  their  monthly  meeting  on  Monday  the  6th  instant.  The 
population  of  the  Country  over  the  Allegany,  in  the  42d  de- 
gree of  North  latitude,  has  been  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
check  the  progress  of  the  Connecticut  intrusion.  A  just  and 
harmonious  settlement  of  the  warrant  and  occupant  rights  is 
very  desirable.  I  am  not  accurately  informed  why  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Mandamus  was  not  argued  at  the  last  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  for  the  notice  to  me  was  accepted  in  writing 
and  our  notes  communicated  to  the  Attorney  General,  who 
was  prepared  for  the  argument. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  perfect  respect,  sir, 

y*r  luo.  obed't  and  h'ble  Servant, 

Tench  Coxk, 
*  8,  L,  Office. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  LAND  OFFICE 
OF  PENNSYLVANIA  TO  THE  GOVERNOR,  IN  OBEDI- 
ENCE TO  HIS  DIRECTION  OF  THE  24TH  OF  OCTOBER, 

1800. 

Land  Office  of  Pkxn'a,  Noveinber  1,  1800. 

The  Secretary  of  the  I^and  OflRoe  nas  the  honor,  respect- 
fully, to  Report  to  the  Governor  that  after  examining  the  in- 
convenient and  unsafe  apartiiientw  in  which  the  numerous  and 
valuable  Books  and  xwipers  un<ler  his  charge  were  found  on 
his  appointment  in  January,  he  deemed  it  highly  a<1visable 
to  procure  offices  in  a  firm  and  secure  building  of  Brick  or 
stone.  The  eastern  and  western  ends  of  the  former  oflQce 
were  made  of  woo<l,  there  was  no  hearth  on  which  to  rest 
a  very  large  stove,  which  the  form  and  exposure  of  the  apart- 
ment required,  and  the  pipe  itself  was  necessarily  passed  into 
the  outer  air  through  one  of  the  wooden  sides  of  the  building, 
where  its  mouth  was  so  near  to  that  wooden  side  as  to  render 
the  destruction  of  the  whole  office  highly  probable  in  case  of 
fire  taking  place  in  the  pipe  while  the  persons  of  the  office  were 
absent.  The  Books  and  papers  wt»re,  therefore,  removed  into 
convenient  brick  apartments  with  safe  chimneys  and  fire 
places  in  the  latter  end  of  June. 
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The  numtroiis  niitl  iiiaiiifeitt  evils  and  cotnplniDls  that  aroM 
from  the  great  extent  lik  which  the  clerks  in  this  dei>ariuieii( 
weru  agents  for  individuals  and  associated  owners  of  Lanil 
Tlghta,  ami  of  traciH  under  inuoinpletd,  disputable,  and  even 
contested  titles,  influenced  Land  Officers  to  take  eflectunl 
measutvs  for  the  discontintiance  of  tlie  practice  la  their  ref  pe«- 
tive  offices.  There  is  no  reaxon  to  doubt  that  all  the  per><oii« 
now  employed  as  clerks  Explicitly  decline  those  agencies,  and 
refrain  from  taking  those  liljeral  and  dangerous coinpensatiouii 
which  formerly  taxed  the  citizens  contrary  to  the  true  inean- 
inff  of  the  I^uwand  led  topreteiti^  for  the  delay  of  buaiiiee.i.  It 
reKulted  froia this practicti that  theageiiciesfordefectiv^,  ques- 
tionable or  disputed  titles  wat  found  in  the  hands  of  thuiie  real 
ofUcers  ot  Government  (the  I*and  Office  clerks)  who  juirtakt) 
ill  the  receiving,  fliing,  reconling,  safe- Icee ping,  Exhibition, 
copying  and  aiithenticating  the  official  evidences  ot  the  titles 
which  they  were  engaged  on  the  one  hand  to  vBlidate  and  on 
the  other  to  annul.  This  great  and  inaduiissable  power  effect  eil 
all  tlio  executive  business  of  the  several  offices  and  the  Judicial 
|)riiceedines  of  the  Hoard  ot  Prnjterty,  whose  Jurii^uliction  ex- 
tends to  the  riijht  of  soil,  jiublic  and  private,  of  the  whole 
State. 

Whenever  this  jiower  was  exercised  it  wa.s  ngalnM  llie  Spirit 
and  sometimes  against  the  letter  of  the  law  of  1790,  and  it  waM 
Hniler8too<i  in  official  communications  that  you  expected  from 
tlie  principle  officers  a  coiupleie  cure  of  the  evil. 

The  imymentB  of  money.-^  arJMnft  within  this  office  are  only 
required  hylawtolra  made  quarterly,  but  as  the  want  of  a  Bank 
at  the  seat  of  Qovernment  renders  it  unsafe  to  retain  any  con- 
Hiderulile  sum  and  the  public  service  and  credit  is  promoted  bj' 
anticipated  payments.the  Secretary  has  adopted  tlie  practice  of 
transmitting  to  tlie  Treasurer  the  hiuis  of  money  which  from 
time  to  time  are  paiil  into  his  hands  in  the  course  of  the 
Quarter. 

No  ineonvenience  to  the  current  busliies."  of  the  office  hr.a 
arisen  from  this  measure,  nor  does  any  seem  likely  to  arise, 
neidiT  does  it  apjiear  to  have  at  fiU  iiiciiminoiied  the  tliree 
qimrterly  settlements  which  have  been  made  with  the  depart  - 
iiient  of  accounts. 

As  tlie  legislative  provision  for  clerks  in  this  office  was  evi- 
dently in!<ufflcient  at  the  same  time  to  bring  up  the  arrearages 
which  hiid  arisen  before  luy  ap|ioiij|iiient.  and  to  keep  up  the 
arrangement  and  reennls  of  tlie  business  from  the  coninietice. 
nient  of  your  government.  The  Secretary  proceeded  lipou  the 
plan  he  had  the  hoiii)r  to  submit  to  you  and  which  was  coin- 
luunicnted  to  the  Legi?-liitiire  in  your  s|>ecial  message  of   the 
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10th  day  of  March  last .  A  new  set  of  Books  and  files  have  l>eeu 
accordingly  comioenced,  beginning  on  tlie  first  day  of  January, 
1800,  and  are  always  kept  in  such  a  state  of  completion  tliat 
the  exertions  of  a  f <  w  days  will  bring  tlieiu  up  to  tlie  instant 
time. 

But  although  it  was  evidently  impossible  with  the  clerkship 
funds  to  bring  up  the  great  and  various  arrears  of  business, 
both  in  the  times  of  the  Province  and  of  the  Commonwealth, 
yet  it  was  evident  that  something  considerable  could  be  done 
towards  that  desirable  and  necessary  end.  It  was  a  question 
duly  considered  whether  the  provincial -or  the  State  arrears 
should  be  the  first  object  of  attention.  The  great  value  of  the 
improvements  and  Lands  between  the  banks  of  tlie  Delaware 
and  the  head  of  the  Ohio,  in  the  southern  moiety  of  the  State, 
and  of  the  eastemmost  part  of  the  northern  moiety. of  the 
State  induced  a  preference  to  the  arrangement  of  the  papers 
and  the  completion  of  the  Records  in  relation  to  them.  These 
were  held  under  rights  which  originated  principally  in  the 
time  of  the  Province  and  were  included  in  the  several  Indian 
purchases  effected  before  the  Revolution.  Considerable  pro- 
gress has  l>een  made  in  this  business.  The  original  applications 
or  entries  of  Land  for  ten  years  preceeding  1777  have  been  en- 
dorsed and  filed.  The  returns  made  by  the  Surveyors  General 
into  this  office  for  the  purpose  of  i>atenting  during  the  term 
of  twenty-seven  years  have  been  selected  from  the  luiscellanc- 
ous  collection  of  i>apers  formerly  represented  to  be  in  bags  and 
l^ackages  and  placed  upon  regular  file.  A  considerable  number 
of  counterparts  of  proprietary  i)atents  and  private,  unclaimed 
conveyances  have  been  also  transferred  from  that  mixed  col- 
lection to  places  of  separate  and  orderly  arrangement. 

All  the  ancient  instruments  under  the  signature  of  William 
Penn  and  his  descendants,  which  have  relation  to  the  estab- 
lishment and  settlement  of  Pennsylvania,  have  been  i>assed 
from  the  packages  of  old  papers  and  collected  in  a  single  case. 
Some  progress  has  been  made  in  other  parts  of  the  business,  by 
w^hich  the  remaining  unordered  proprietary  jmpers  are  reduced 
to  three  packages.  By  these  means  the  evidences  of  title  re- 
quiring frequent  searches  are  more  easily  examined  and  with 
a  less  Expense  of  time.  It  is  expected  that  some  further  at- 
tention can  be  paid  to  these  papers  without  interruption  to 
the  current  business  l)efore  the  15th  of  January  next,  when 
the  Legislature  has  directed  a  Rejiort  to  be  made  concerning 
the  subject  of  the  arrears  of  business  existing  at  the  time  of 
the  Secretary's  appointment. 

There  were  In  the  office  before  the  rising  of  the  Legislature 
about  821  signed  jiatents,  on  jiart  of  which  the  fees  were  said 
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to  have  been  paitl,  on  the  remitinder  t)i«  tees  appeared  to  he 
ilue.  To  (lieencumber  the  flies  uF  these  jnstruiiieQta  anil  to 
effuet  the  wjlkction  of  the  office  fees,  a  oirculnr  letter  was  trail!" 
initted  to  every  person  appi^aring  to  be  an  owner  or  any  part 
of  the  Lands,  whoH«  residence  could  not  be  ascertained.  Ii> 
consequence  thereof  about  080  of  those  patents  have  been  de- 
livered and  the  fees  have  be^n  received  and  credited  so  far  m 
they  appear  to  have  been  really  unpaid,  Thern  yet  remain  in 
tills  office  about  141  of  the  originnl  paruel  unpaid  for  and  aii- 
clftinied.  There  were  also  on  Itle  .ready  for  dehvery  a  number 
of  completed  warranto.  The  same  endeavours  todisencumbi-r 
the  offliie  and  obtain  the  public  fees  has  been  made  in  regard 
to  thfse  instruments,  as  have  been  stated  in  respect  to  the 
I>atents.  Little  success,  however,  has  yet  attended  those  at- 
tempts. Besides  the  interior  order  of  the  ofBce  and  the  collec- 
tion of  revr>nne,  there  were  other  strong  reasons  for  deslrlnir 
that  the  completed  warrants  might  be  taken  nway  by  the 
owners,  in  order  to  be  regularly  located.  Many  persons  under 
the  existing  Kettlement  right  ma;  unwarily  set  down  npon  the 
Lands  descrilHtl  In  them,  a  fniindatioii  for  iiinnerous  disputes 
may  be  laid,  accompanied  by  einliarrafsingquestionsof  aUegeil 
lOOMenesM  of  description  and  imputed  latches;  settlement  of  the 
proi)etty  under  the  warrants  is  susi>eniled,  and  that  fair  iiiii- 
versability  of  public  cimtribution  is  avoided,  which  is  the  best 
calculiited  to  render  taxation  just,  moderate  and  satisfactory 
in  regard  to  individuals  and  duly  prod nctivo  to  the  ffoverii- 
ment.  The  want  of  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Iklws  and 
■  if  th<-  olTIcial  proceedini^s  In  rfgaiil  to  the  ordinary  tiettleineiit 
right  hftsproiluced,  insotiie  instani-esi.inooiivenlenceflanil  need- 
less e\|ienne  to  the  actiinl  settlers,  and  in  others  peenniary  in- 
juries to  the  Commonwealth.  To  obviate  these  <li8advan(ai;eH 
a  mode  of  proceeiling  has  I'l-en  <-arefnlly  digesteil,  circnlatml. 
as  necoHlon  offered  througl:  Ihi-  State,  anil  introduced  into 
many  of  the  public  newsptip-'ri'.  The  )>aper  A,  a  copy  thereof 
is  respectfully  transmitted.  It  was  not  deeme<l  expeilient  to 
give  this  paper  a  Directory  form,  nor  to  issue  it  under  any  ex. 
press  olTlcial  ftutln)rity.  Ir  wns  rather  preferred  to  lienil  it 
forth  under  the  Hpiiearnni'e  nf  .m  advice  grounded  on  correct 

It  has  been  well  nnder^toDil,  and  pursued  to  the  nnitual 
beneflt  and  convenience  or' the  ( 'oinnionwenlth  and  of  th«  citi- 
tensc'oncerned.  If  is  necessary  to ■■lis.-rveihttt  it  was  not  meant 
for  the  settlers  ill  the  cr.iintry  North  an.l  West  of  Ohio.  Alle- 
gheny and  ConewanRo,  where  the  iuu>rovements and  residence 
are  prwiisely  detlned  and  must  b..  mronlingly  effected  aii<l 
•vldenoed.    Bat  as  many  of  the  nettlements  in  that  part  of  t  bo 
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late  county  of  Allegheny,  both  nnder  re^rular  warrant  and 
mere  settlement  rights,  are  now  maturing  to  the  legal  extent  of 
five  years,  this  paper  may  afford  some  useful  direction.  Other 
proceedings  have  also  been  adopte<l  and  will  be  pursued  to 
indicate  without  prescribing  a  convenient  mode  by  which 
both  warrantee  settlers  and  mere  settlers  may  obtain  confir- 
mation of  their  titles  by  patents. 

It  has  been  recently  in  the  jiower  of  the  Board  of  Property 
to  exhibit  in  the  course  of  a  regular  proceeding  in  an  existing 
case,  some  of  the  steps  which  an  actual  settler  and  improver 
in  the  settlement  country  in  the  late  county  of  Allegheny  with 
out  purchased  warrant,  may  pursue  to  mature  his  title  to  final 
confirmation  by  imtent.  It  has  been  deemed  expedient  by  all 
the  membero  of  the  Board  to  suffer  this  case  to  be  published 
for  the  information  of  persons  in  anyway  concerned. 

It  is  probable  that  other  matters  of  the  like  useful  nature 
may  occur,  the  publication  of  which  may  contribute  to  simplify 
and  harmonize  a  business  which  might  without  due  attention 
become  complicated  and  discordant. 

In  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
in  some  cases  of  original  warrantees,  and  with  his  own  convic- 
tion, the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  gave  in  the  month  of 
August   an  official  refusal  to  issue  jiatents  to  the  owners  of 
certain  warrants  fur  Lands  in  the  settlement  country  of  the  late 
county  of  Allegheny  upon  the  ground  of  a  deficiency  of  proof 
of  settlement,  improvement,  cultivation  and  continued  resid- 
ence.    Tills  act  was  intende<l  by  the  Land  Office  and  the  jmrty 
*».oncerned,  to  lay  the  foundation  for  an  amicable  petition  of 
the  assigns  of  the  warrantees  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  man- 
damus  to   the   Secretary.     Notice   of    the  assigned   day  wns 
served  and  accepted  in  writing.    Notes  exhibiting  in  detail  all 
the  grounds  of  the  Judgments  of  the  Board  and  of  the  act  of 
thn  Secretary  were  transmitted  in  season  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral an<l  the  Secretary,  with  an  understanding  of  the  counsel 
on  l)oth  sides,  left  the  matter  upon  the   Exhibition    in    those 
notes  to  the  learning  of  the  Attorney  General  antl  the  wisdom 
of  the  court.     It  is,  however,  understood  that  the  argument 
on  the  petition  for  a  nirindanins  was  postjwned  ti^l  the  Decem- 
ber Term. 

As  a  favorable  issue  to  the  warrant ee.-*  application  api>ears  to 
be  uncertain,  as  they  sustain  inconveniences  from  the  want 
of  Patents,  as  th^^  western  frontier  from  the  northern  to  the 
southern  boundary  is  very  strong,  as  there  is  no  Indian  war 
and  as  the  completion  of  the  titles  may  be  judged  on  consider- 
ation more  conducive  to  f;irth*M*an<l  complete  settlement  than 
the  present  state  of  things  the  idea  c)f  Legislative  relief  under 
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a  prudent  anil  constitutional  modification  is  respectfully  sun- 
gt^Bted. 

This  ofBoe  has  bei'n  more  productive  of  revttnue  in  the  Ja^jseil 
[Mirt  of  the  current  year  than  it  was  in  the  year  1798-  For 
while  the  fesB  received  durlu|;  that  year  amounteil  only  to  4305 
dollars  and  8  cent#,  the  aotual  receipts  from  the  first  of  Jan* 
uary,  16U0,  have  already  been  53S'  dollara  and  11  cents,  and 
there  is  due  for  new  jwtents  ready  to  bo  delivered  iilK>ui  184 
dollars  more,  making  the  griMB  revenue  of  tlie  oifloe  aliout  S5T1 
■  lollarg  for  ten  months.  In  a  ooniparisou  with  the  receipts  of 
IT09,  exoludini;  Patents  issued  niton  principles  which  are  not 
now  deemed  legal  by  the  Boanl  the  revenue  of  1800,  fetalso 
much  superior. 

The  whole  butiiness  6t  the  Connecticut  Bubmisaions,  of  which 
authenticated  copies  have  been  furnished  to  the  Coiuuiis- 
sioners,  for  300  Lots  and  tracts  out  of  a  large  part  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania releases  of  Iiuzerne  Lands,  of  which  authenticated 
copies  have  also  been  furnished,  a  great  number  of  useful  and 
necessary  documents  for  that  service,  a  letter  book  never  he- 
tore  kept  in  this  oflle,  containing  two  hundred  and  ten  folio 
[lages  of  correspondence  on  the  Luzerne  and  general  business, 
tile  pre[niratiou  of  ul>out  1071)  new  i>atents  and  the  recording 
and  oilier  busines.t  of  the  Board  of  Pro(ierty,  which  is  actually 
trebled,  have  l>een  aocomi>li»hed. 

The  fund  for  clerkships  in  this  oflioe  is  now  at  the  rate  iif 
eight  hundred  didlars  per  annum  less  than  it  wiis  in  the  pre- 
ceeding  years;  the  great  emolumetils  of  the  jlerks  authurixud 
by  liiw  which  were  then  received,  have  been  aliolisheJ. 

The  proceedings  under  the  laws  of  April  4,  17B0,  and  Uurtdi 
13,  1801).  in  relation  to  the  seventeen  Townshiiw  of  I..i)zeriie, 
CHimot  be  included  with  advantage  in  this  Eeport,  because  the 
seaHiin  is  unfinished  ;  The  recent  and  most  im|>ortant  leases  of 
the  Penney  Ivan  ians  are  not  reduced  to  order,  and  the  spirit  <i{ 
suhniisi'lon  on  the  pan  of  the  Connecticut  men,  ensures  the  re- 
ception of  numerous  instruments  of  submission,  FOme  of  which 
though  actually  made  have  nr>t  yet  reached  this  Ofllce,  ami 
others  of  wh  fell  are  es.'ciited  before  1801.  ujnm  the  mosi<>ertaiii 
infoniiation.  It  nmy  he  satisfactory  in  the  mean  time  tostatfl 
KUiiiiiiarilv,  that  from  tin' wisdom,  beneficence  and  energy  of 
'he  Government,  nn  interrui>tion  or  impediment  to  the  prii- 
ceedings  in  Liizerni;  have  taken  [.lac,.,  and  that  the  eaneti..i. 
of  ihe  Territorial  and  jiirisdicti.>nat  rights  of  Pennsylvania. 
1>V  the  nnnnimoiis  ononrreriee  of  till  the  iiowers  iind  interests 
In  the  g.-nernl  Uovernment,  Ihe  couseqiieTit  aband.'ninent  ..f 
ull.-lniui  iii"'n  P.-imsy1vnniaand  New  York  by  the  Legislature 
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proceedings  in  error  in  the  case  of  Vanhoriie  against  Dorrance, 
the  open  acceptance  by  Connecticut  of  a  grant  of  soil  from 
Congress  within  the  known  limits  of  their  abandoned  South 
Sea  pretension,  the  liberal  release  of  many  of  the  best  Lands 
by  the  Pennsy Iranians  to  accommodate  the  actual  settlers  be- 
fore the  Trenton  decree  of  1782,  the  names,  characters  and  sta- 
tions of  the  Connecticut  submitters  of  their  pretension,  the 
purchases  and  applications  for  Lands  by  the  same  submitters 
under  the  title  and  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  the  great  in- 
crease of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  York  and  New 
England  farmers  upon  Pennsylvania  titles  within  the  limits  of 
the  exploded  Connecticut  grants,  and  various  other  circum- 
stances which  a  special  Report  will  shortly  exhibit,  afford  the 
most  certain  ground  of  confidence  that  the  injuries  and  indig- 
nities sustained  by  Pennsylvania  from  the  Connecticut  intru- 
sion, will,  by  the  energy  of  our  Government  and  by  its  kind- 
ness, be  made  to  surcease. 

It  has  been  the  sincere  desire  and  unremitted  endeavor  of  all 
the  members  of  the  board  of  Property  to  accomplish  the  most 
liberal  and  effectual  execution  of  the  benificent  plan  of  the 
Legislature  in  favor  of  the  Connecticut  claimants  of  which  the 
Jaws  admit. 

The  result  promises  by  every  past  fact  and  present  appear- 
ance to  issue  in  a  manner  highly  profitable  to  the  submitters, 
honorable  and  beneficial  to  the  Government  and  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  and  favorable  to  public  harmony,  order  and 
Government. 

The  business  of  the  Board  of  Property  has  ap{)eared  to  all 
the  members  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  tranquility, 
reputation  and  landed  property  of  the  State.  It  has,  there- 
fore, been  their  united  and  steady  endeavour  to  infuse  into  its 
proceedings,  new  energy,  regularity  and  correctness.  The 
adoption  of  a  book  of  rough  minutes, to  be  afterward  recorded 
therefrom,  has  appeared  preferable  to  the  former  mode,  a 
hearing  docket  has  been  judged  necessary.  The  collection  and 
deliberate  establishment  of  well  grounded  precetlents,  so  im- 
portant in  all  tribunals,  has  been  held  in  view,  the  transfer  of 
their  sittings  from  an  apartment  separated  from  all  the  four 
several  offices  into  one  under  the  same  roof,  with  the  most 
central  office,  the  presence  of  the  whole  board  as  far  as  possi- 
ble at  all  hearings,  a  recognition  of  the  organization  of  the 
board  itself  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  appointment  in 
the  constitutional  law  of  the  8th  of  January,  1791,  more  unin- 
terrupted sittings  in  the  monthly  terms,  and  a  great  conse- 
quent success  in  the  disiwitch  of  a  threefold  quantity  of  busi- 
ness, are  the  principal  alterations  and    improvements  which 
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have  taken  place  witbin  the  Jiitticitil  isphpro  of  the  board  ol 
property,  or  hi  thb  (txecutiVH  business  of  ihe  Secretary  con- 
nMtted  with  his  n)em1>ersliip  tn  and  rt^latioiiR  to  that  bonnJ. 

The  Becretary  tall fH  i)ie  liberty  to  olMerve  that  soiiii;  ideas 
have  occarred  to  him  which  pruuiieu>  to  be  conducive  to  the 
public  convenience  and  interests  in  relation  tothe  Land  Offices 
tbeniselvee.  the  freehold  prowrty  of  this  State,  the  publio 
Landt)  remaining;  untHtld,  and  the  unt>atii<fled  rijfhte  of  indlvi<1- 
uaU;  but  as  tlioae  subjects  <lo  not  appear  to  have  been  included 
In  the  instructions  for  thla  report,' lie  oinitti  to  enlarge  npon 
them,  and  has  the  honor.  re(^)>eot fully,  to  subuilt  this  coiDintl- 
nicatlon  concerning  those  snhjects alone,  which  ap]>ear  to  faav« 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Uovernor. 

Tkkch  Cotk. 
Htcrttary  of  the  Land  Office. 


REPOBT  OF  THE  REPRETARY  TO  THE  HOVRRrTOR. 

LASD  Ui'FlCK  OK  PKNNBYAVANIA, 

Decfinber  the  St/i,  1800. 

Reiiort  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  to  the  Governor, 
riincerninK  the  prf)K'resH  innile  in  llie  execution  ot  the  nets  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  fourth  day  i)f  April,  1789.  and  of 
the  15th  day  of  March,  IHOO,  olTerinR  compensation  to  tliei 
Pennsylvania  claimants  of  I>and>i  within  tiie  ceventeeu  Totvn- 
Hhii>8  of  Luzerne  County,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Ijind  Olllce,  in  obedience  to  the  lustrnc- 
tion  of  the  Oovernor,  of  the  2-lthof  Octol>er  last,  has  the  honor 
t,o  Reixirt,  that  notice  of  the  release  of  JO, 000  acres  of  I^nd  by 
the  Pennsylvunia  Owner^,  and  of  the  snbniirwions  of  40.0(MI 
aires  ijy  the  Conneclicut  Claimants,  was  transmitted  to  Ipaae 
Whelen.  Thomas  H<.tid.' and  William  Irvine.  Esquires,  on  the 
eth  day  of  PeHruary  ;  there  were  prepared  in  this  office  and 
really  for  the  Commissioners,  Copies,  cerlitled  under  hand  and 
s.-:il.'i,f  III!  tin-  itistrnmi'iils  of  application  and  snlnnis^ion  of 

(he  Connect  lent  settlers,  wliii-h  were  received  before  the  de- 
piiniiri.of  tbe  Ciitiimis^ionei-s  fi.r  Wilke>l.arri.,  ainonntiiiK  to 
i.liont  1.">1.  and  beiiie;  for  alioiii  -J-IO  sepiirnte  lots  and  tractn. 
There  were  iilsci  prejiari'd  or  procured  for  the  use  of  the  Cum- 
nM"ioiii-rs.  Copie-i  f.f  IlK-  two  Acts  of  Assembly  ot  the  decree 
of  1  III- Federal  (%.iin  iif  Tn-iiton.  of  tli,.  :H)th  day  of  December, 
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1789,  a  draft,  though  not  authentic,  of  the  seventeen  Town- 
ships, the  report  to  the  House  of  Representa-tives,  with  the 
schedules,  essays  of  forms  of  oaths  of  single  title  and  of  acts  of 
acknowledgement  for  the  Connecticut  settlers.  There  were 
also  preimred,  princiimlly  by  the  present  Surveyor  General, 
certified  copies  of  the  returns  of  Surveys  of  all  the  tracts 
whereof  the  originals  could  be  found  on  the  files  of  that  office. 
Exemplifications  of  all  the  Pennsylvania  releases,  which  had 
then  been  executed,  were  prepared  by  the  master  of  the  Rolls. 
The  commissioners  departed  for  Wilkesbarre  with  all  the 
j>apers  which  seemed  to  them  or  to  the  Land  officers  useful  or 
necessary.  A  public  notification  was  issued  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land  Office,  at  the  request  of  the  Commissioners,  in- 
forming all  persons  concerned  that  the  business  would  be  com- 
menced at  Wilkesbarre  between  the  2.>th  and  30th  of  June.  In 
the  course  of  the  summer  additional  submissions  of  Connecti- 
cut settlers  and  releases  of  the  Pennsylvanians  were  received 
at  the  Land  Office,  and  copies  of  them  were  transmitted  to  the 
Commissioners  at  Luzerne,  in  the  same  or  an  equally  authentic 
manner.  A  correspondence  took  place  calculated  to  quicken 
the  proceedings  of  the  Pennsylvanians  and  Connecticut  men 
to  remove  difficulties  and  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the 
Commissioners. 

The  number  of  Peunsvlvania  releases,  their  names  and  the 
quantity  of  land  released,  will  appear  as  particularly  and  fully 
as  circumstances  will  admit  from  the  abstract  (Z. )  accomiiany- 
ing  this  report. 

To  give  the  whole  result  in  one  vie\y,  the  quantity  which 
the  Secretary  had  the  honor  to  rei>ort  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  l3th  of  February  last,  is  introduced  into  the 
abstract.  Some  of  the  Pennsylvania  instruments  being  gen- 
eral so  as  to  compreliend  all  the  releasers  lands  in  the  seven- 
teen Townships.  The  quantity  cannot  be  at  this  time  more 
precisely  stated,  But  from  the  great  success  which  has  at- 
tended the  exertions  made  under  the  last  act  (of  1800),  there 
appears  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Lands  within  the  17 
Townships,  settled  under  tlK^  Connecticut  pretensions  before 
the  decree  of  Trenton,  are  placed  within  the  reach  of  those 
who  are  disixwed  to  submit  dutifully  to  the  Government  of 
Pennsylvania. 

It  is  a  fact,  honorable  to  the  moderation  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nians, that  with  a  few  exceptions  (f<ome  of  which  are  particu- 
larly circumstanced),  they  have  conveyed  their  Lands  to  the 
State,  so  far  as  it  has  been  in  their  power.  Minorities  and 
other  disabilities  will  be  surmounted  under  the  4th  section  of 
the  Act  of  the  4th  of  April,  1790.     Some  of  them  i>erhaps  may 
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be  deemed  to  ivKjiiIre  further  LftKUlative  lD<lulgenee  In  point 
of  time.  Equal  auoceHB  has  attended  the  elTortB  of  the  OHlcers 
to<ionvinc«  thu  Coiineoticut  Stittlurs  of  the  danger  and  Inex- 
oedienay  of  penevering  in  non-subiniaalon.  They  have  no 
doubt  also  received  the  proper  ImpreMions  from  the  implle<] 
abandonment  of  the  claim  to  the  soil  which  palpably  follows 
the  oooeptanoe  of  the  Uougresslonul  grant  of  soil  by  Connecti- 

The  forma)  recognition  of  the  decree  of  Trenton,  tui  float  and 
concluMive,  by  the  Oonnecticut  and  other  niembers  of  the  Fwl- 
eral  Legislature.  In  that  of  Congress  of  the  4th  of  April  laat, 
han  had  no  iluiibt  a  deckled  Influence  upon  their  minds,  and 
they  have  |irobabIy  discovenxl  the  fallacy  of  reiving  uiK>n  a 
private  right  of  soil  granted  l>y  Connecticut,  wlien  a  decree, 
now  adniitted  to  be  flnnl  and  coiicluuive,  eittabliehes  unolvera- 
hly  the  fact  that  Coiinectlaut  had  no  right  of  noil  to  grant  to 
their  Buequehaniia  and  Delaware  Land  Companies.  If  the 
paramount  claim  totally  falls,  all  claims  under  It  must  also  fail. 

These  and  other  considerations  appear  to  have  operate<l  upon 
the  great  body  of  the  Connecticut  cluimants  within  the  eeven- 
tpen  Townships,  under  their  granti  prior  to  the  Decree  of 
Trenton.  But  one  HubinlHulon  vim  made  tn  1T9U,  a  nainher 
were  made  between  Die  laut  of  the  year  and  that  iiaHHingof  the 
Act  of  Congress.  l)ul  the  siibniiiisions  received  since  that  law 
greatly  excee<l  thoHti  inaile  before.  As  they  have  been  coittiii- 
ueil  into  the  prew'ut  month,  aiMItionnI  inKtrnmentit  may  )>« 
rfceiv«d  lHtf()re  IWIl,  whi'u  the  opiwrtiinity  will  cease.  At 
present  there  appears  to  have  been  Hubmlsxlons  for  03G  lot^  uiiil 
tracts  151,  Sand  i  acres  nf  Ijaiid.  \a  there  hnii  appeared  but 
one  rash  op|Minent  to  tlje  law  who  illscoverei)  no  symptoms  of 
combination  ami  who  was  arrested  and  committed.  As  the 
names  of  nearly  nil  the  considerable  settlers  whoso  land<4  are 
in  tho  Townships  are  found  upon  the  list  of  subscribers ;  08  the 
<]Uantity  submittet]  Is  so  considerable  and  inoreeipeoted;  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  very  few  who  have  thoite  ancient 
clalm-j  will  be  found  In  January  tn  havi'  ouiitteii  a  prudent  and 
dutiful  submiSBion. 

In  addition  to  tin-  Information  oonliiin>'i1  in  tht  report  nf  ih.. 
coinmissiouers,  it  has  been  uiidi-rstood  In  conferences  wiih 
Kotiie  of  tbeiii,  that  the  lines  of  ten  TownchlpH  have  been  run 
ami  piirt  of  the  lines  of  an  .deventh ;  that  about  seventv  Penn- 
svlvanialra.-lHliav,.  be.-u  resnrv.'yed  under  their  orders,  and 
liint  thirty  <.r  forty  liavfliet-n  e\ni 
Tlie  prncurini^  of  Kxplanations. 
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been  and  will  be  the  subject  of  attention  with  the  Connecticut 
settlers  throuj^h  the  Commissioners  or  otherwise  authenticated 
copies.  Additional  submissions  received  the  present  month, 
are  in  preparation  and  will  be  finished  in  a  few  days ;  new  sub- 
missions will  receive  similar  attention.  The  secretary  has  the 
honor  to  assure  the  Governor  that  every  other  step  which  can 
enable  the  Commissioners  to  resume  the  business  with  conveni- 
ence, effect  and  in  the  earliest  part  of  the  season,  will  be  pur- 
sued in  the  Land  t^ffice  department. 

From  the  facts  stated  in  this  Report,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  will  effect  a  j^eneral  and 
satisfactory  adjustment  with  the  actual  settlers  before  the  "De- 
cree of  Trenton. 

This  procedure  is  eminently  entitled  to  the  character  of  lib- 
erality on  the  p»art  of  Pennsylvania,  because  those  persons 
went  on  the  Lands  contrary  to  notice,  because  the  paramount 
claim  of  Connecticut  has  been  unalterably  adjudged  not  to  be 
founded  on  any  right,  because  the  Fe<leral  judiciary  has  given 
a  decision  against  the  private  right  of  soil  after  considering 
the  inter  alia,  the  plea  under  the  Pennsylvania  confirming 
law,  because  no  subordinate  and  derivative  claim  to  a  private 
right  of  soil  as  in  the  Susquehanna  or  Delaware  Company,  or 
their  members,  grantees  or  settlers,  can  ever  be  established  in 
the  Courts  of  law  against  the  absolute  final  and  unalterable 
decision  that  their  paramount  and  grantor  hafl  no  right  of 
soil  or  jurisiliction. 

Under  circumstances  so  plain  and  so  strong,  it  is  with  equal 
regret  and  surprize  that  the  secretary  finds  the  doctrine  to  be 
openly  and  explicitly  maintained,  that  the  Connecticut  claim 
and  title  to  all  the  Lands  submitted  are  just,  real  and  of  full 
force. 

It  has  appeared  to  be  an  indispensable  duty,  respectfully  to 
represent  that  this  unlawful  and  pernicious  doctrine  is  coun- 
tenance<l  and  maintained  in  a  quarter,  where,  judging  from 
past  events,  it  appears  to  threaten  the  most  injurious  conse- 
quences to  the  Treasury,  the  population  and  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  State. 

Note  of  Contents  of  abstract  Z.  : 

33  Pennsylvania  releases  and  applications  for  129,524  acre; 
and  89  perches,  besides  the  Lands  containe<l  in  sundry  general 

releases. 

(Signed) 

•  T.  C. 
Sec.  Land  Office. 
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TENCH  OOXE  TO  QOV^ERNOR  McKEAN. 

Lasd  Ofkick  ov  Pesxstlvania, 
December  10,  1800. 

Sir:  Whllcn  the  OoiniaJe«ionera  were  in  Liizerae  an  extract 
Crotii  a  letter  at  mine  to  tliem  was  publlahed,  which  wan  calcu* 
lated  to  induce  the  Connecticut  people  to  make  and  expedite 
their  KubiuissionK.  It  woh  written  in  August,  einoe  which  nu> 
luerouB  BabiniSHloiiB  have  been  inade.  I  am  therefore  eatiafled 
tlfat  the  pubhcation  liax  done  no  harm,  but  may  have  done 
good.  It  waa  hoped  and  expecteil  that  it  would  operate  la 
Luzerne  and  New  England  to  prevent  persona  of  property, 
oliaraoter  and  Informatiim  from  engaging  Iti  the  Connecticut 
intrusion  in  futare.  1  left  tlie  Coiniuissionem  at  lil>erty  to 
publish  or  not,  an  they  might  think  projter,  and  it  wan  alao 
coinniitteii  to  their  dlacretiou  to  give  the  letter  as  a  private  or 
public  conimunicatiun  tna  friend  or  to  tliemaelvea  They  pul>- 
lished  It  as  a  private  letter.  John  Franklin,  Esquire,  tlie  )at« 
and  present  repi'eaentative  of  I.uzerne.  poon  after  pul)lihbeil  a 
reply,  which  I  liavu  the  honor  in  c^end  you.  I  tiave  l>een  as* 
eured  that  he  was  tli"  writer  and  hw  lia«  avowed  it  to  ine  here, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  tlie  i)a|ier  to  yon.  In  rtigart)  to 
the  peraonalitle:*  I  am  not  diH)K>seil  to  take  any  further  notice 
of  thcnk  than  to  oliscrve  that  the  Attornies  and  agents  for  thlfl 
State  and  for  the  Peiuifylvanians,  are  at  liberty  to  show  (v»y 
papers  I  liave  ever  delivered  to  any  of  them,  and  that  I  never 
have  known  of  any  jmper  favorable  to  the  Connecticut  title 
but  wliat  hasl>eenproduoe<l,sofarasl  can  remember  or  believe' 
I  have  never  suppressed  any.  I  have  told  Mr.  Franklin  that  I 
wish  for  an  inquiry,  that  I  do  not  ailmit  or  remember  any  ttiich 
jMLjierH,  autl   that  I  entirely  OiKlielieve  what   he   has  etaleil   In 

regard  to  an  original  Iiultau  11 1.      I   do   not   find   receipt    of 

Mr.  Wilaons.  Tlie  view  with  which  1  do  myself  the  honor  ti> 
transmit  tbl-^  ])atH-r  Is  us  follows  : 

Tlielaws<.f  JViinMyh-anlaand  of  tli.<  United  Statta  conteni- 
lilate  the  iieople  of  thin  (.'oninKniwealtli  as  the  true  and  iii>«o- 

thi)  suljaequeiil  m-ts  and  griinis  of  Vlrifiiiia,  Conjicress,  etrt. 
They  bold  every  privato  pitixeii  ami  every  public  functionary 
of  the  Shite  bound  I o  refrain  from  violating  und  defuminK.  ami 
toKupiw.rtand   maintain   lli.'   lerritoriiil   ritflits  o(   the   HIate. 
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Public  functionaries  are  bound  by  double  obligations  and  by 
an  higher  duty  than  private  citizeuH.  This  paper  appears  to  nie 
a  violation  of  Mr.  Franklin's  several  obligationsas  a  citizen  and 
a  member  of  the  legislature.  He  openly  maintains  the  validity 
of  the  Connecticut  title  to  the  soil  of  Luzerne  and  Wayne 
Counties,  etc.  Investigation  probably  would  prove  him  to  be 
an  agent.  He  admits  that  he  has  been  an  agent  and  it  is  other- 
wise known.  Viewing  him  as  a  legislator  his  conduct  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous  and  deeply  pernicious.  The  State  is  about 
to  pwiy  the  difference  of  3  Dls.,  etc. ,  p.  acre  upon  a  large  quan- 
tity of  Land,  which  expensive  measure  and  all  the  acts  of  the 
legislatures  and  Courts  of  the  Union  and  the  States,  Mr. 
Franklin  asserts,  do  and  will  avail  nothing  as  to  the  lands 
which  the  Connecticut  men  shall  not  submit.  He  dwells  uix)n 
the  legal  distinction  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil,  when' 
every  political  and  civil  disquisition  of  his  conduct  will  con- 
template that  Idea  in  relation  to  him  pei'sonally,  as  mere  inge- 
nuity and  finesse.  The  private  owners  of  the  soil  are  left  to 
their  mere  opportunity  of  a  legal  trial,  which  must,  however, 
eventuate  against  them,  because  the  imramount  claim  of 
Connecticut  is  conclusively  established  to  be  utterly  invalid. 
The  secondary  derivative  titles  of  the  Susquehannah  and  Del- 
aware Companies  and  of  their  grantees  must  fail,  since  the 
boily  i)olitic,  claiming  to  have  been  their  i>aramount  lords  of 
the  Fee  (their  Stute)  are  fmally  and  conclusively  adjudged  to 
have  *'no  right."  Our  laws  certainly  will  not  so  resjiect  their 
pretension  as  to  suffer  our  citizens  and  legislators  to  defame 
and  promote  opi>osition  to  the  territorial  rights  of  the  State 
and  of  those  holding  under  it,  which  they  consider  as  absolute. 
The  members  of  the  Legisature  hold  an  imi)ortant  and  solemn 
trust,  including  the  object  in  question. 

Submitting  to  your  considerati(m.  Sir,  whether  any  and  what 
measures  should  be  taken  in  this  case, 

I  hav<^  the  honor  to  be, 

with  perfect  respect,  sir, 

your  most  obed't 
and  most  humble  Servant, 

Tkxch  Coxk. 
The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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To  Andrkw  Ellicott,  EBqnire,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  : 

Sir  :  A  ililHciilty  liait  oocuireti  to  na  relative  to  tbe  PenDsyl- 
vftiiin  titles  in  Huntingdon,  which,  on  consideration,  wppenrs 
to  LIS  more  pro|)er  to  l>e  deoid^d  by  the  Board  of  Property  in 
the  lirst  instance  tlmn  by  us. 

Under  tlie  existing  Laws  it  ia  Impoasible  for  ub  to  ascertain 
the  line  of  ilivlxion  between  the  Counties  of  Northumberland 
and  Till lerne.  Two  acts  of  the  Iiegisluture  were  passed  to  fix 
the  course  of  the  dividing  line  from  the  mouth  of  Nescopei^k  ; 
mid  under  one  of  the  Aotu  the  foruier  ComiuiagionerB  (Meiutrf. 
Montgomery,  Piokering  nnd  Balliot)  ran  a  i>art  of  the  line, 
lint  not  the  whole,  and  ultho'  tltcy  were  aiithorize<l  to  Kive 
CVrtillcateK  to  the  Settlers  unto  the  County  line,  it  iloes  not 
ap[>ear  that  they  were  Buffleienlly  authorized  to  run  it. 

Por  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  if  {loesible.  the  llneto  which 
we  shdultl  thinli  ourselves  nnthoriied  to  grant  similar  Certifi- 
cate*. w«  cause  a  line  to  lie  run  from  NeBcopeck  Creek  in  the 
(■nurse  directed  liy  the  Act,  am)  another  from  the  same  place 
to  n.  Tree,  which  nnderalate  Act  for  ascertaining  the  boundary 
line  between  Lycoming  and  Northumberland,  Mr.  McClay  Hn<l 
hisasHOoiatesliatl  fixed  asacornerof  thethree  Counties.  Tliis 
latter  line,  from  Nescojieck  to  the  Tree  just  mentioned,  devi- 
ates alHtut  nine  degrees  West  from  the  course  pretmribed  l>y 
thi-  Act. 

Tims  clrciimstanced,  ami  finding  no  line  whatever  settled 
by  any  coiiii)et«nt  mithority,  between  Luzerne  and  Northuin- 
t>t'rliiiii1,  and  finding  also  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Huntingdon 
T"«'iiship  liave  uniformly  been  claimed  and  taxed,  and  voted 
as  belonging  lo  Ln/erne  County,  and  Iwiug  also  of  opinion 
Ihiit  lhi.  spirit  and  intent  of  the  Laws  under  which  we  act.  re- 
quired tliat  t.'wiiship,  AH  one  of  the  17,  to  be  included  in  the 
C.iiiipromise,  we  have  thought  lit  to  give  CertiflcAtes  to  the 
Cciiirn-cticiit  RetM.'T-t  t)irou(,'h<.ut  the  Townwhip,  and  to  c.in- 
sid.'i-  \\  US  iiieluiled  iii  the  meauiug  of  the  Act  of  Apl.  4.  ITWO. 
Thomas  Coopkh. 
Jso.  M.  Tayi-oii. 
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SAMUEL  BAIRD  TO  MR.  MUHLENBERG. 

Stowk,  December's,  1800. 

Sir  :  I  had  intended  to  have  given  to  the  Commissioners  a 
draft  of  the  Connecticut  surveys  of  a  part  of  Wilkesl)arre  town- 
ship, and  made  some  remarks  thereon,  but  I  learn  that  the y 
havesei>arated  without  fixing  upon  any  time  for  meeting  again. 
The  business,  therefore,  if  it  comes  before  the  Liegislature  this 
session,  may  be  taken  up  at  a  time  when  they  are  not  at  Lan- 
caster ;  and  as  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance  with 
you  for  some  years  past  and  experienced  your  friendship,  and 
as  it  wilJ  be  a  part  of  your  official  duty  as  a  member  of  the 
Boanl  of  Property  to  assist  in  executing  the  law  of  Apl.  4,  1700, 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  forwarding  the  draft  and  a  few  re- 
marks to  you.  I  must  rei>eat  it  here  that  the  politeness  and 
attention  shewn  me  by  the  Commissioners  has  been  such  that 
it  would  give  me  the  greatest  uneasiness  if  I  thought  this 
would  give  them  the  least  offense,  but  I  cannot  believe  it  will. 

With  respect  to  the  proper  mode  of  making  out  the  separate 
ilrafts  for  the  returns,  I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  t<> 
write  me  a  few  lines  advising  me  of  the  manner  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  part  released  and  part  not  release<l.  That, 
part  out  of  the  old  Pennsylvania  surveys  I  presume  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  at  present.  A  few  of  the  triangles  formed 
bv  the  lines  of  the  Connecticut  survevs  and  the  lines  of  the 
tracts  that  are  not  released,  are  calculated  and  the  quantity  put 
into  them.  Can  it  be  supposefl  that  patents  will  be  applied  for 
for  these  small  spots?  Is  separate  patents  to  issue  for  every 
lot  or  part  of  a  lot?  If  so,  the  patenting  fees  and  surveying  fees 
will  be  in  some  cases  treble  the  cost  of  the  land.  Take  for  in- 
stance the  town  lots,  many  of  which  do  not  contain  more  than 
one-third  of  an  acre,  and  some  not  so  much,  the  valuation  can- 
not exceed  two  dollars  p.  acre.  The  lots  in  th^  Shawany  flats 
were,  I  l>elieve,  originally  but  20a.  and  are  many  of  thein 
since  suluiivided. 

Some  of  the  triangles  alw^ve  mentioned,  ii.s  vou  iiiav  see  bv 
the  <lraft,  do  not  contain  two  acres. 

Mr.  C  rot  hers  has  a  general  draft  of  the  North  East  branch 
of  Susqnehannah,  with  all  the  surveys  made  as  well  as  those 
before  as  those  since  the  Revolution  on  the  east  side  from  Lack- 
awanack  to  the  State  line,  as  he  is  at  present  a  little  out  of 
humor  from  his  k>osing  his  appointment  as  Deputy  Surveyor, 
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he  will  not  give  it  up.  But  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  fri^ni]- 
fillip  that  has  ever  MUbd^ited,  as  yoii  will  know  betweeu  him 
and  myself,  that  I  couiii  get  his  perniitiHion  to  copy  so  inaeh  of 
it  as  would  lie  iii<cetiiiiiry  fur  the  commissi  one  nt.  It  watt  from 
him  that  I  sot  the  drafts  of  the  old  snrveys  on  the  River,  from 
Buttermilk  falls  Creek  to  the  line  which  I  have  given  to  the 
Coniinissioners.  If  I  had  a  copy  of  tliif  draft  1  conld  aild  to  it 
Home  that  I  have  below  Lackawanack,  and  some  on  the  weMt 
side  of  the  river,  that  I  procured  from  other  sources;  and  with 
a  permission  to  obtain  such  copies  from  the  surveyor  General 'h 
otSoe  as  I  would  want,  1  could,  I  believe,  prepare  such  a  gen- 
eral draft  as  would  completely  answer  the  puri>oae.  A  very 
general  knowledge  of  the  river  from  the  State  line  down,  from 
my  having  surveyed  on  diiferent  |>arte  of  It  and  through  that 
oonnty  In  1703,  '03  and  '04,  would  asaist  lue  much  in  the  bii»i- 

1  am  of  opinion  it  would  be  a  very  desirable  thing  for  the 
Board  of  Property  to  have  a  cunipleat  draft  of  each  towi>i»liip 
with  all  the  Pennsylvania  surveys  laid  down  and  deM  ingniHhtid. 
thoHe  made  before  the  Revohitiim,  those  made  iindi^r  thu  Act 
of  1T84  and  those  since  1702,  the  Board  would  certainly  then 
have  the  subjt'ct  befoi-e  theui  more  fully. 

You  will  conclude,  from  all  this,  that  I  want  employ.  It  is 
true  I  would  rather beemployed  than  idle.  But  I  have  iiiyxt^lf 
unavoidably  spent  so  niuoli  time  lost  season  and  knew  a<i  much 
.f  pent  by  the  other  surveyors,  whilst  we  were  accompanied  by 
chain  bearers  and  nxmen  in  searebing  for  surveys,  that  I  well 
know  the  expenne  was  considerable  and  must  continue  to  bu  so 
unleFis  snmethii;g  of  this  kind  ciin  be  procured,  besides  tht>re 
in  nothing  more  iliwaBreeable  lo  a  surveyor,  or  at  least  to  me, 
than  to  be  two  or  three  days  in  the  wooils  searching  for  lines 
or  corners,  and  then  to  return  and  report  that  they  cniinoi  i>e 
foiinii.  I  wish  til  see  a  remedy  to  this  and  have  proi>o(md  that 
plan  if  it  should  be  thought  proi>er  to  employ  me  in  it. 

I  consider  myself  as  writing  to  yon  merely  as  nn  acquaint- 
ance and  as  such  requesting  your  ad  vice  respecting  theseiMrate 
drafts.  Nothing,  therefore,  eiui  be  considered  as  ofllclul  or  out 
of  tlie  rei-ulnr  ehaiinels.  nnd  vou  will  pleaw  to  (jive  it  only 
that  const  ruction.  I  have  adde.i  the  manner  in  wliich  the 
(''iniiecticut  titles  were  acquired,  as  this  also  becoine.s  u  con- 
sideration, as  they  are  to  be  decidi-d  <m  un.lerthe  act.  If  in 
doitiK  Ibi-  T  have  been  b".  prolix  nnd  (,'one  too  far  hack  it  wa.-. 
nier.'ly  with  a  wish  of  bein^'  [icrfectlv  uuib-rstood, 

voiir  obed't  Serv.. 

Sam.   BAinn. 

FltKr.Klll.-K    A.    MlFM.KMIKIUl.    Ksi|. 
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MEETING      OP      PENNSYLVANIA      CLAIMANTS      OR 
OWNERS  OF  LANDS,  HELD  AT  DUNWOODY'S 

IN  1801. 

Meeting  at  Dunwoodys,  Jantmry  10,  1801. 

At  a  meeting  of  owners  of  land  in  the  counties  of  Luzerne, 
Wftvne,  Lycoming,  Northumberland  and  Northampton,  a 
memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject 
of  lawless  intrusions  on  lands  in  those  counties,  was  read,  dis- 
cussed, etc.  : 

Meeting,  April  d,  1801. 

1.  Hesolved^  That  in  order  to  obtain  the  beneficial  eflfects 
which  maybe  expected  to  result  from  the  acts  of  Assembly 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  and  removing  certain 
unlawful  intrusions  on  lands  in  the  counties  of  Wayne,  North- 
ampton, Luzerne,  Northumberland  and  Lycoming,  it  is  nec- 
ess*iry  that  the  land-holders  form  themselves  into  an  associa- 
tion. 

2.  Resolved^  That  the  subscribers  will  pay  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  land  held  in  those  parts  of  the  counties  afore- 
said, subject  to  the  former  claim  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
or  certain  companies  or  persons  claiming  under  that  State. 

Sfibscn'bers  to  the  Association. 

Acres. 

Alllbone,  Thomas, 1,200 

Bnrd,  Edward, 8,800 

Bingham,  William, 300,000 

Bell.  William 1,800 

Bond,  Williamina, 30.000 

Bond,  Phineas, 20,000 

Bartholomew,  Edward,  and  J.  Pat  ton,         8,600 

Buckley,  William, 0,r.00 

Buckley,  William,  and  William  Parkinson,  il.OOO 

Busti,  Paul,  for  Holland  Land  Company 20.000 

Binney,  Horace,  for  self  and  heirs  of  Dr.  Binn^^y,     .    .  6,000 

CiifTord,  Thomas,  and  John, 5,000 

Clymer,  George, 8,000 

Chancellor,  William,  &  Co 5,000 

Dunwoody,  John, 6,000 

Drinker,  Henry,  for  self  and  others,    .  ' 150,000 

l>avis,  John, 3,300 

Field,  John,      12.000 
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Self  and  entate  of  Daniel  Williaiuson,     S.Wtt 

FraiiciN,  Tlioinoe  W. ,  (or  Prauoie,  Auu,  and  family,    .  100,000 

Fox,  Samuel  M. ,  for  Bolf  anil  others. 30,000 

Fos,  Ueorjie  ami  Samuel  M ^,000 

HolliiiKworth,  Levi.         8,-100 

Howfll,  8amii.-l 7.000 

HoilK<ioii,  Samuel, 5,000 

HarrlwHi,  Thomas, 5,000 

Kulin,  Adam, 7.000 

LewiH.  .louifth,      G.0OO 

Lntimer,  George • 15,000 

Latimer,  William 1,300 

McPliersoii,  William 5.000 

MoEwBu,  Thomas.  &  Co.,      25,000 

Murodlth,  Samuel 80,000 

Mf)>ker,  Samuel 0,000 

Marshall,  ChHuIoiilier,  El'r  to  Thomas  Piuichal,      .  16,000 
Fur  self  and  William  Cram  mum  I,  Ailam  Kiihn,  and 

aKMiifiieeti  of  Joseph  Thomas,     . 45.000 

IVterB,  Kichard 20,00" 

PickeHiig,  Timothy ,    .  10,000 

Pleusaiits,  Samuel, 7,000 

Uiiiiads,  Bnmtiel 10,000 

Kiisli,  Benjamin 2,400 

Shai'iilesH,  Jedse, .           lO.OOll 

Kersvaiu,  William,  for  ostate  of  Sergeant,  J.   D.,     .- .  0,500 

SerKeatit,  William, l.OWJ 

Strawbridne,  James, 30,000 

Smith,  Robert J.OOO 

Sinffer,  Aiiram,  for  Riclmrd  Bundle 2,200 

TilKhman,  Eilwanl, 75,000 

Tiirnl.ull,  William, J.OoO 

TrnviH.  John 5.000 

Tilttlnunn,  William, 2,800 

-  Warder,  Jcromiuli,  Parker  &  Co., 20.000 

White,  William 12,CK»0 

Wi-ils.  did.-.m  H IO.<H)0 

Wiiln.  RoluTt.  lor  self  and  ot!ier« 50.000 

Whiirtcin.  Isime 3«,<KHi 

Whart<.u  &  Lewis, i4,0l««,i 
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The  association  organized  by  tlu  election  of  the  following 
officers :  Samuel  Hodgdon,  President ;  Samuel  M.  Fox,  Treas- 
urer; John  Ewing,  junior,  Secretary. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  association  held  April  13,  1801, 
Resolved,  That  Edward  Tilghman  retain  Daniel  Smith, 
Charles  Hall,  El>enezer  Bowman,  Putnam  Catlin  and  Rosewell 
'NVelles,  as  counsel  for  the  landholders  in  all  civil  and  criminal 
proceedings  in  reference  to  their  land8. 


At  a  meeting  held  at  Lancaster,  February  17,  1802,  an  esti- 
mate was  made  of  the  probabl*^  amount  necessary  to  be  ex- 
tended by  the  association  to  carry  the  intrusion  law  into  effect, 
which  is  as  follows : 

Agents'  salaries, $1,200  (M) 

Deputy  for  Luzerne  and  Wayne, 900  00 

Deputy  for  Lycoming, 450  00 

Expenses  in  binding  over  witnesses  and  extra  pay  for 

subpceaning  them, 500  00 

Stationery  and  other  necessary  expenses, 150  00 


$'3,200  00 


MEMORIAL  OF  CONSTANT   SEARLS  AND  OTHERS. 


[Read  January  12,  1801.  ] 

7b  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  Che  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  of  Luzerne,  most  respectfully  showeth  : 

That  they  live  on  portions  of  Land  in  the  County  aforesaid 
taken  up  under  the  Claim  of  Connecticut,  before  the  Decree 
of  Trenton,  commonly  called  and  denominated  Pitches.  Those 
Pitches  are  situate  between  and  adjacent  to  what  are  called 
the  seventeen  Townships,  included  in  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  Assembly  passed  the  4th  of  April,  1799,  and  contain  from  one 
to  six  hundred  acres  each.  On  this  description  of  Land  your 
Petitioners  were  seated  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  Country 
and  stand  in  Common  with  their  fellow  Adventurers  settled 
in  the  seventeen  Townships  all  the  calamities  that  this  quarter. 
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from  a  Mivage  foi^,  (^xperionceil  thro'  the  late  Rt^voUitionnry 
wftr.  Thfir  hUtory  anil  SulTerinKB  hud  ri>Hohe<l  the  eiir  of  h. 
former  Liigi^lature  auil  hence  their  Act  of  March  17,  *8T,  eoii- 
llriDing  thttir  several  tariuB  and  the  fiirma  of  otht>ra  upoti  oer- 
tain  Uonililiniis  therein  iiientioneil  to  them  and  their  Heire, 
&C. ,  forever.  With  theae  condiiionx;  aa  far  an  waa  practicable, 
jonr  Petitioners  promptly  complied.  But  to  the;r  great  dit^- 
appolntmeut  the  Powers  of  the  Commissioners  curryfnff  the 
said  Aot  into  Execution  were  suddenly  suHpendi^l,  the  Act 
Itself  reiwal'd  and  everything  done  inider  it  declared  to  !>♦» 
null  and  void.  One  of  the  principles,  and  in  tact  (ht-  true 
Reason  Hseluned  for  Its  rei)eal,  was  that  the  Act  itself  wan  un- 
constitutional, inasmuch  as  that  without  their  consent  the  pro- 
pert)'  of  one  class  of  Citizens  was  taken  and  given  to  ttnotht^r. 
If  this  was  a  reason  sufficient  for  withholding  a  further  sanc- 
tion to  the  claims  of  your  Petitioners,  they  are  happy  in  1»-- 
lieving  that  no  Bueh  obstacle  at  this  time  eiists.  From  a,  be- 
lief that  your  Petitioners  land  lay  within  the  seventeen  Town- 
ships, their  adversaries  willing  to  receive  the  compen»atitin 
offered  liv  the  Commonwealth  for  lands  In  the  Eaid  Township, 
have  released  their  titles  and  their  right  is  now  vested  in  the 
State  or  maybe  if  it  should  meet  the  pleasure  of  the  Lcg'islu- 
ture.  Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  as  an  opixirtunity  now  pre- 
sents in  which  Jie  <  ommonwHalth  may  do  that  justice  In  tile 
Act  of  Uareh,  '87,  bo  solemnly  pledged,  we  pray  your  honor- 
able limly  to  make  a  law  whose  provisionn  may  insure  to  your 
Petitionersatitleto  their  lands  ui>on  the  terms  In  the  Mkid  Art 
of  Slarcli,  '87  speelfyed,  anil  they  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever 
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Jamks  Abbott, 
Phkbkk  Akbott, 
Natural  Gardean  to  i 
HeirMof  I.  Corey. 
Bkx.iamix  Pkurick, 

DAXIKI,  PUDHICK, 

JrisHTA  I'miUK'K, 


Elkazkr  Athbiitox. 
Danikl  Scutt, 
ConxKLius  Athkbt'ix, 
Jobs  Athkrtox, 
Nathax  Hali^ 
JoHX  Chambkhlaix. 
Avthfr  Eckk, 

Rf  WKWKLL  Wkllks, 
i.'i-a.iftl,  anil  Utiardean  to  hia  H< 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  SURVEYORS. 

July  4,  1801. 

Oeneral  instruction  to  the  Surveyors  acting  under  the  Commis- 
sioners  appointed  under  an  ''act  Jor  offering  compensation  to 
Pennsylvania  claimants. " 

You  will  attend  particularly  to  the  accurate  chaining  of  all 
the  lines  you  run. 

You  will  hav^e  every  line  well  blazed  and  opened,  and  mark 
a  tree  or  set  a  post  at  every  40  perches,  so  that  the  Commis- 
sioners may  have  less  trouble  in  valuing  the  Lands,  pursuant 
to  the  act. 

You  will  particularly  note  the  crossing  of  fences  and  streams, 
with  their  bearings  as  near  as  you  can  ascertain,  and  when  any 
of  the  Connecticut  lots  are  crossed  by  the  lines  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania surveys,  you  will  mark  the  intersection  by  a  corner  well 
ascertained. 

You  will  make  particular  remarks  on  every  change  of  soil 
and  timber  as  you  go  along,  as  also  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  Hills, 
Rocky  ground,  &c. 

You  will  report  every  week,  or  as  often  as  convenient,  the 
work  done,  with  a  true  copy  of  your  lield  notes  that  they  may 
be  regularly  planned. 


DEPOSITION  OF    ANDERSON  DANA. 


WiLKESBABRE,  LUZERNK   COUXTY,   July  24,  1801. 

Before  me,  Jesse  Fell,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Associate  Judges 
of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  personally  ap|>eared  Anderson  Dana, 
of  Wilkesbarre,  aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  holy 
gospels,  dexx)seth  and  saith  that  he  well  knew  Asa  Stephens, 
who  originally  drew  the  Town  lot  number?  in  the  Lottery  made 
for  the  disposal  of  lots  in  the  s\l  Town  of  Wilkesbarre,  and 
that  he  hath  been  married  to  Sarah,  a  Daughter  of  the  said 
Asa  Stephens,  during  eleven  Years  or  there  about.  That  by 
an  order  of  the  orphans'  court  sometime  in  the  fall  of  the  Year 
1791,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  said  Asa   Stephens, 
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Partition  was  mudts  of  IiIh  property  among  bm  chll<1r«n,  and  a 
certain  part  of  lot  No.  7,  aroresakl,  was  allotted  to  liiu  wiilow, 
Sarah  Stepliem;  Tiiat  after  the  death  of  Sarob  Stephens  thu 
children  of  Asa  Steplmna,  the  elder  deoenaed,  met  together  and 
agreed  to  divide  the  lotu-tstgned  by  the  Jury  of  Partition  afore- 
tiatd,  nuto  Sarah  Stephens  as  her  dower,  among  them  by 
mutual  and  verbal  agreement ;  tliat  thin  Deponent  was  present 
at  the  eaiil  meeting  in  consequence  of  baving  Inter-iuarried 
with  Sarah  Stephens  aforesaid  ;  that  at  thla  meeting  the  whole 
of  tile  lot,  u  Hliai'e  which  by  the  Jury  of  Partition  woti  assiifned 
as  dower  to  Sarah  Stephens,  the  widow,  waa  by  mutual  oon- 
sent  divided  and  the  one-half  thereof  divided  lengthways  was 
assigned  to  this  Deponent,  of  wh'ch  he  hath  ever  elnce  been  In 
PoBseSHion,  and  the  other  half  thereof  was  aBafgne<l  to  Polly 
Stephens,  who  exchanged  the  same  with  her  Brother,  Asa 
Stephens,  but  no  writing  passed  :  that  the  said  Asa  Stephens 
continued  In  possession  of  the  half  of  the  dower  lot  of  Sarah 
Stephens,  deceased,  being  that  half  Immediately  adjoining  on 
the  portion  of  the  original  lot,  which  contains  TSj^^,  percheu 
each,  until  he  sold  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  the  same  unto  one, 
Daniel  Stiles,  and  the  remainder  thereof  unto  Thomas  Wright, 
as  this  deponent  hath  long  understood  and  believes ;  That  the 
portion  thereof  tlms  ijold  to  Thomas  Wright  containing,  as  this 
Deponent  hath  understood  and  believes,  about  one-sixth  part 
of  the  original  lot  of  3)  acres,  deducting  therefrom  the  quarter 
of  an  acre  before  sold  by  Asa  Stephens,  the  son,  to  Daniel 
Stiles.  That  at  thlit  meeting  of  the  children  and  heirs  of  A!>a 
Stephens,  deceased,  when  the  dower  lot  of  Asa  Stephens  v:n». 
as  aforesaid,  verbally  agreed  to  be  divided  among  them,  and 
when  till'  share  now  occupied  by  Daniel  Stiles  and  ThoiuoM 
Wright  was  by  such  agreement  allotted  to  Polly  Stephens, 
Abigail,  one  of  the  Daughters  (now  Abigail  Fuwcett),  was  not 
present,  but  thin  Deponent  hath  understood  and  Ijelieves  that 
she  and  lier  husband  have  both  since  acceded  to  such  verbal 
I'artitinti  and  that  possession  hath  been  thereof  accordingly 
had,  us  aforesaid,  and  fartlier  this  deponent  salth  not. 

Andkbson  Dana. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  bet<)re  me. 

Jkssr  Peli,. 

fMoberS,  1801. 
Anderson  Dami.  iii  further i-yplanatious of  tliealKtve  ]>epost- 
lion  jiH  rt-latiiit'  I"  a  claim  of  Arnold  Colt  to  pnrt  of  lnn-k  lot 
No.  47,  lii'iiigprewnt  befort-  me,  Thos.  Cooper,  one  of  tin?  Com- 
niis,-i>iners,  &-c. .  dei-liires  that  tile  verlml  Partition  al>ove  replied 
of  t  1m  Dowei-  Siiar..  of  Sarah  Stevensafter  her  decease  extended 
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also  to  her  Dower  Share  in  back  lot  No.  47,  whereof  one-half 
was  allotted  at  such  division  to  Jonathan  Stevens,  the  other 
half  of  the  back  lot  was  allotted  to  Abigail  Fawcett. 

Thomas  Coopkr. 


JURISDICTION  AND   STATES  RIGHT  OF  SOIL. 


[The  following  article  from  a  newspaper  at  Lancaster,  was 
printeil  in  Broadside  for  distribution  among  the  settlers  in 
Wyoming.  It  is  probable  Part  II  was  never  printed.  The 
date  is  about  1802.] 

Connecticut  Claim,     Part  1.     Jurisdiction  and  State's  Right  of 

Soil. 

The  Decree  of  Trenton  establishes  from  the  beginning  the 
right  of  Jurisdiction  or  government,  and  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion or  soil  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  as  to  all  the  laiuls 
within  our  charter  bounds.  It  may  be  justly  and  legally  con- 
sidered to  extend  further  than  the  pre-emption  ;  for  Connecti- 
cut was  adjudged  to  have  no  right  to  the  lands  in  controversy, 
and  those  lands  expressly  Included  their  "possessions,-'  as  well 
as  claims.  Their  legislature  had  attempted  to  establish  a 
county  in  Pennsylvania  about  the  year  1775,  above  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  years  after  the  date  of  their  charter,  but  has  never 
since  the  decree  of  Trenton  in  1782,  pretended  to  maintain  that 
old  county  or  to  erect  any  new  county.  That  state  has  neTer 
made  application  to  Pennsylvania  or  ctmgress,  or  to  the  federal 
courts  for  any  new  trial  of  the  question  of  soil  or  government, 
nor  has  Connecticut  sine  emade  or  attempted  any  xuirchase  of 
the  native  Indians  within  Pennsylvania,  nor  to  sell  any  pre- 
emption right  or  rights  of  foil  within  our  limits.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  government  of  Connecticut,  yielding  to  the  trials  of 
all  the  possible  principles  before  the  federal  courts  in  1782  and 
1795,  and  the  confirmations  of  both  decisions,  has  formally  de- 
clared the  decree  of  Trenton  to  be  a  final  and  conclusive  set- 
tlement, and  abandoned  all  claim,  both  to  soil  and  jurisdic- 
tion, by  a  regular  sealed  instrument,  signed  by  their  governor, 
under  the  authority  of  a  special  act  of  their  legislature  and  filed 
among  the  records  of  the  United  States,  in  the  department  of 
state,  in  the  year  1800.  by  order  of  the  president  and  congres.s. 
Thus  all  the  pretended  right  of  the  state  of  Connecticut  is  es- 
tablished to  have  l>^en  a  nullity  in  law  and  fact,  from  the  begin- 
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alag.  It  ia  indeed  wonderful  how  the  province  an<]  etata  of 
Connecticut  could  ever  expose  themselves  to  the  diahoDor  of 
setting  up  this  claim  on  I'enasylvaiii&  after  such  neglect  or 
laches,  after  derelictions.  Attho'  the  first  title  they  pretended 
to  have  was  In  lfl3'3,  and  the  last  in  1GS2,  which  is  the  present 
charter,  yet  they  never  set  up  a  pretence  to  any  jmrt  of  Penn- 
sylvania till  1TT3,  which  wns  HO  years  after  the  first  title  to  their 
present  Btate,  and  111  years  after  their  existing  charter.  Be- 
sides, in  a  dispute  in  the  year  1661  with  New  York  (which  wait 
conquered  after  their  charter  by  Great  Britain,  from  the  Dutch, 
who  had  settleil  in  the  country  from  Lonii;- inland  to  Albany) , 
they  agreed  by  coinmlssioners,  one  ofwhoni  wnstheirgovernor, 
that  the  creek  or  river  Manioronick  and  nortliweet,  to  tlie  line 
of  Massachusett!*,  shoiiUl  be  the  western  bounds  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut.  This  a^reineent  woti  formally  confirmed  by  their 
leffislatare.  It  was  only  two  years  after  the  date  of  their 
charter,  and  was  signed  by  Ur.  Winthrop.  who  obtainetl  that 
charter.  That  agreement  shews  they  then  considered  their 
western  iHuindary  to  be  near  and  about  the  west  lines  of  their 
present  counties  of  Litchfield  and  Fairfield.  In  the  year  1751, 
which  was  87  yearsafter  their  formal  admission  of  their  western 
iHUind  in  tlie  <-om]>act  with  New  York,  they  erected  the  pre- 
sent county  of  Lilchfti'ld.whiphactually  lies  in  the  northwestern 
corner  of  their  state,  and  is  described  in  the  law  as  being  in 
■'the  iiurthwestern  part  ot  their  colony, "  This  was  just  before 
tlie  Bus<|neliaiina  association  and  attempt  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians.     These  were  in  1753  and  1754 

A  few-  days  before  the  Sunquehanna  company  made  their 
pretended  purchase  in  17.14,  the  Indians  had  recognized  and 
eonllrmed  their  agreement  of  A.  1>.  1730,  not  to  eell  but  lo 
Pennsylvania.  The  conKress  of  17.'U  at  Albany  had  resolved 
that  puri'hases  should  not  be  made  by  the  Indians.  This  wns 
two  days  before,  and  Conneciicnt  wiv  represented  in  that  con- 
gress. 

The  dee.i  iiroilnc.'d  by  the  Connecticut  company  from  the 
Indian.",  was  written  on  a  rasure  in  the  descriptive  jiart,  jind 
WHS  wriiieii  wiili  various  inks  and  very  di.^onierly  in  its  dates. 
It  was  uKide  witlicmt  any  authority  whatever,  either  from  the 
cTi.wii,  from  runnecticut  or  from  Pennsylvania.  Connecticut 
L-'avi.  llmt  di'.-il  not  even  a  preleniled  sanction  until  October. 
W-i.  ufi..!-  ib.>ilis,>m.-  a^..^e,  and  wn."  submitted  in  writing  in 
-\iii;ii-l.  ITS-:,  mid  then  Imd  no  power,  for  she  h;nl  no  riyht  nf 
jirr'-.Tiipticm  orjiirisdiction.or  if  shebml  posse.isiil  theiiower  it 

iiiir  pnrclins,.r.  nnr  nft.T  she  lia.l  sulmiiite.l  all  her  chtiins  and 
l„,.s.-ssi..ns.     When  the  Kius(,ii-.hiinnn  .-..mpany  first  pn-ten,!.-.! 
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to  huve  bought  from  the  Indians,  they  appointed  a  committee 
in  the  same  year,  17o4,  to  draft  an  application  to  the  king  for 
a  confirmation  of  their  unlawful  purchase  and  for  a  charter 
making  no  pretence  of  any  right  in  Connecticut.  Afterwards 
they  applied  to  Connecticut,  which  did  not  attempt  to  grant, 
but  merely  recommended  them  to  the  king.  A  Mr.  Hazard 
had  first  applied  to  Conneticut  in  a  similar  way.  They  would 
not  intermeddle,  but  referred  him  to  the  king.  Mr.  Hazard 
described  this  land  as  100  miles  west  of  Pennsylvania,  recogniz- 
ing our  charter  in  1753  or  4.  It  was  very  reasonable,  and  all  that 
could  decently  and  lawfully  b^  done  for  Connecticut.  They 
had  admitted  their  western  bounds  to  be  at  Mamoronick,  and 
describf.d  Litchfield  as  their  northwestern  county  in  1064  and 
1751. 

The  laches  or  total  neglect  of  Connecticut  and  of  all  persons 
claiming  under  her,  to  do  anything  whatever  concerning  lier 
modern  pretensions  on  the  west  side  of  Delaware  from  1632  and 
1662,  to  the  date  of  the  pretended  Indian  deed  in  1754,  is  a 
length  of  neglect  or  laches,  whicli  in  law,  destroys  the  strongest 
title.  Sixty  years  is  fatal  to  any  title.  Her  neglect  was  110 
years  from  the  date  of  her  present  charter  in  1662,  to  their  ai>- 
plication  to  Pennsylvania  in  1772.  That  was  the  first  step. 
Neither  she  nor  her  citizens  have  ever  commenced  suit.  Both 
the  great  suits,  as  to  the  public  and  private  right,  were  brought 
forward  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Connecticut  tried  to 
avoid  the  Trenton  trial  in  1782,  but  congress  enforced  it.  These 
are  important  facts,  for  sixty  years  quiet  possession  gave  title 
throup'hout  the  British  dominions  and  territories,  in  Europe 
and  in  America.  This  point  is  clear  and  decisive  in  favor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  title,  and  conclusive  against  the  claim  of  Con- 
necticut, independent  of  all  otliers. 

If  the  title  of  Connecticut  had  been  gootl  and  valid  at  the 
date  of  their  charter  of  1002,  that  imrt  of  the  country  which  is 
Included  in  the  Pennsylvania  charter  would  have  been  a  derelict 
property  in  consequence  of  her  treatment  of  it.  1st.  Because 
there  was  a  non-claimer  on  the  {mrt  of  Connecticut  for  more 
than  sixty  years,  which  is  suificient  to  pass  even  aoncecleiir 
and  lawful  right  of  the  soil.  2d.  Because  there  was  a  non- 
claimer  on  tlie  part  of  Connecticut  for  more  than  a  century 
(for  110  years  indeed)  which  is  sufficient  in  reason  to  vacate  the 
less  confirmed  puVjlic  right  of  soil,  or  pre-emption.  3d.  The 
property  was  a  derelict,  because  Connecticut  made  and  con- 
firmed by  8i>ecial  commissioners,  ))y  lier  governor,  by  the  pro- 
curer of  her  charter,  and  by  her  legislature,  agreements  with 
the  I)utch  and  with  the  English  (who  succeded  bv  conquest  to 
the   Butch),  declaring   ln'r  western  boundary  to  be    between 
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Hudson  and  Connsctinut  rivers.  This  wan  a  clear  an<l  «ffect- 
na]  virtual  derelictinii  of  the  country  weet  of  the  Dvlawarv. 
4th.  When  William  Penn  received  his  charti;r,  Connecticut 
nitule  no  objection,  tho'  Maryland  did,  and  the  Maryland  pro- 
prietor uontliiued  to  keep  alive  a  counter  Rlaiiii,  till  it  was 
settled  between  the  two  gx^verninects.  All  tliis  time  Connecti' 
out  refrained  from  making  any  claim,  leuving  Mr.  Penn  'ti  course 
free,  which  is  of  the  nature  of  dereliction,  .^th.  Connecticnt 
by  her  laws,  ereotin|{  Litchfield  oonnty  in  I'Hl,  ma<le  before  nil 
America  a  virtual  dereliction  of  the  country  westward  of  tlie 
liretient  east  Bide  of  New  York,  for  tlid  leKislative  body  de- 
clared Litchfield  county  to  l>e  In  the  northweetem  parts  of  the 
Btfttc;  thus  actually  escludinu  all  beyond  the  IjoundH  irf  th^ 
colony,  thnt  is  all  Pennsylvania.  This  was  an  overt  and  cati- 
cluslve  net  of  dereliction  and  some  of  the  members  of  tht>  BlI^- 
quehanna  and  Delaware  com|>anies  and  the  anceiitors  of  othnrt' 
partook  in  the  formation  and  enactingof  that  Jaw.  (Ith.  When 
tlie  Connecticut  Susquehanna  Company  attempted  to  purehni^ 
of  the  Indians,  ngalnst  the  Connecticut  laws,  that  coint>any 
treateil  It  as  a  oonntry  derelioted.  If  It  ever  belonged  to  Con- 
necticut; so  also  when  the  company  determined  to  apply  Ti> 
the  crown  in  1734,  and  not  to  the  It'gislature  of  Pounectirut 
for  their  confirmation  of  their  pretended  i>urchnse  and  Incor- 
poration; they  treated  the  lands  a.-*  derelicted.  7th,  In  IT.yJ 
OdnnecticHt,  upona  p-'tlMonof  thi-  comi>any,  referre<l  them  for 
mill  anil  jurisdiction  to  the  king  of  Great  Drilain,  which  waH  n 
clear,  o|ien,  undeniable  and  efTeotual  dereliction.  Hth.  Con- 
necticut never  miwie,  caused  or  i>ermitte<l  to  In-  mad  ■.  for 
public  or  private  benefit  any  purchaxe  of  the  Indians,  in  vhe 
country  west  of  her  present  county  of  Litchfield,  from  I)n'  date 
of  tho  charter  to  the  )'ear  17T3  (.110  years),  nor  has  that  colony 
or  state  evemiailo  Huch  a  purchase,  tho'  f  lie  Pennsylvania  pur- 
chases were  continneil,  frequent  and  notorionii.  In  short, 
Connecticut  never  nsed  nor  caused  to  be  iised  the  pre-emption 
right.  This  U  a  HHiil  dereliction  of  the  i>re-.-mption  riRht-  1  f 
60  years  ilereliction  is  fatal  to  the  l>est  iHiswilil.'  priviit.'  rinh;  of 
soil,  which  inclndes  pre-emption.  03  yea r^  derelirii'Mi  mui^t  !>■■ 
fatal  to  a  mere  pre-empt  ioji  right  alone.  Had  all  the  Ani.-rietvn 
governments  acted  in  this  manner,  ..!ir  lieantiful  .iml  prosj».r- 
•  .usimlioiiiil  dominions  woul.1  have  cnnlinneil  a  hi>wliii;^»-il<1vv- 
ne.-^.  i..^t.-,id  of  evi.il 
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oominence  any  one  suit  a^^iust  Pennsylvania,  or  those  holding 
under  her.  They  pretended  to  bring  on  a  private  trial  before 
federal  commissioners,  but  would  not  name  their  lands  nor 
shew  any  grant.  Connecticut  then,  having  been  conclusively 
adjudged  to  have  no  right  of  jurisdiction  or  government,  or  of 
pre-emption  or  soil,  or  of  possessions,  having  derelicted  both 
jurisdiction  and  soil,  if  they  had  ever  been  entitled  to  either; 
having  knowingly  and  deliberately  accepted  a  grant  and  titlt- 
to  the  western  reserve  from  Congress,  tho' within  their  pretended 
charter  limits,  which  must  be  deeine<l  fatal,  aborigine,  to  her 
pretension  to  the  Pennsylvania  land  ;  and  having  admitted  the 
final  settlement  by  the  federal  judgment  against  her  claim  to 
lands  and  ix>ssessions  within  this  state;  it  must  appear  self- 
evident  that  Connecticut  never  could  make  even  a  colourable 
title  to  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  Companies.  That 
colony  or  state  could  not  convey  several  millions  of  acres  to 
which  it  had  no  right.  Connecticut  never  did  convey  to  any 
of  the  settlers,  or  Susquehanna  or  Delaware  Company,  nor  vest 
them  with  any  title.  She  was  willing  to  receive  and  consider 
their  claims  if  oflFered  ;  but  this,  after  all  her  disclaimers,  derelic- 
tions and  laches. 


TENCH  COXE  TO  ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 


Philadklphia,  August  31,  1802. 

Sir;  1  take  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  on  a  piece  of  Business 
which  occurred  during  my  tenure  of  the  Secretaryship  of  the 
Land  ollloe  of  Penns'a.  Some  Lands  were  released  to  the  State 
in  which  Mr.  Jno.  Nixon  had  an  interest  or  an  agency.  I  pre- 
sume they  will  be  found  among  those  in  the  schedules  of  releases 
of  Penns'ns,  made  out  for  the  Legislature,  the  Governor  and 
the  Comm'rs.  I  also  presume  the  returns  will  be  found  in  the 
lists  of  those  made  out  for  the  Comm'rs  by  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral and  s.^nt  to  the  Comm'rs.  I  expect  they  will  also  be  found 
on  the  list  of  exempliflcationa  made  out  by  the  Master  of  th<» 
Rolls  for  th.i  use  of  the  Comm'rs.  Mr.  Nixon  very  politely  men- 
tioned to  me  this  morning  that  they  had  not  been  sent  to  the 
Comm'rs,  and  that  he  was  recently  obliged  to  have  an  applica- 
tion made  to  the  officers  uiK>n  the  subject.  He  conceives  that 
the  Lands  have  not  been  received  and  valued  in  Luzerne  from 
the  non-transmission  of  the  papers  to  the  Comm'rs. 
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I  cannot  charge  luy  memory  witli  particulars  at  thin  time, 
bnt  it  Beems  to  uie  iinpoi^Hlble  that  the  Glentlemen  ia  th«  offlru 
and  I,  and  the  Coium'rit  with  .the  records  aud  noticeaof  the  ex- 
istence of  eiich  lands  bcFore  ue  all,  should  have  overlooked  tbe 
trananiiaaion  or  call  for  the  papers ;  and  that  if  they  have  falletl 
to  go  there  must  be  some  ren^on  which  has  escaped  memory. 
There  are,  I  think,  letters  on  file  from  Mr.  Nixon  to  thu  ofBof 
from  me  and  to  Mr.  Nixon,  which  may  throw  some  light  upon 
the  matter. 

I'on  will  relieve  my  (eelinirB  i(  you  will  Inform  whether  it  ap- 
pears on  examination  that  any  ot  the  papersabove  mentione<l, 
or  neoestiary,  were  omitted  to  be  sent  forward  in  my  time,  and 
wliat  were  omitted,  with  the  apparent  cause  or  reason  of  such 
omission.  You  will  also  oblige  me  hy  information  whethi-r  all 
that  are  necessary  are  now  gone,  or  whether  any  remain  which 
Mr.  Nixon  should  yet  send  to  you  that  I  Jiaay  assist  him  in  get- 
ting them  forward  before  the  Season  shall  be  lost. 
1  am.  Sir. 

Your  respectful  hum.  Ser^'ant, 

Tknch  Coxr. 
AxD'v  Ellicott,  Bsquire, 

Sec'!/  of  the  IaiiiiI  0(Pot,  Laneashr.  Pa. 


ANDREW  ELLIOOTT  TO  TENOH  COXE. 

Land  OFFrcK,  Auowt  3,  1M«. 

Sir:  In  order  to  answer  your  letter  ot  the  8lHt  ultimo,  an 
examination  has  been  made  ot  the  Schedules  of  Pennsylvania 
releaHes,  Jjetters  ami  other  ]iu)>ers  in  the  Office.  Tlie  releai^ 
itself  is  found  duly  enrolled  aud  entered  in  the  general  ab- 
stracts furnished  the  Governor,  the  Legislature  and  the  Coni- 
miflsioiiers.  Tin-  release  is  jierf  jctly  regular,  and  from  the  dat# 
it  was  received  into  the  Ollliie,  vh:  the"16  April,  1800.  "there 
can  l>e  little  doubt  but  that  a  Copy  thereof  hati  been  furnishetl. 
The  OomnilMsionerH  nor  no  other  personx  have  intimated  to  niti 
that  11  Copy  of  the  relcasi-  was  not  wiit  on  by  you  ;  but  Mr. 
West  a  f.'w  we.-ks  since  called  at  the  Office  of  the  Oeneral  Sur- 
veyor forciipi^:<  of  the  i-pturiis  of  isHrvevof  the  several  tracts 
contiiincl  ill  th.'  Rf  leasp.  .vhi<-h  have  hince  b^^n  forwardeil. 

Prom   lilt'   system   adopted    by  you  for  the  iransniispion    of 
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Copies  to  the  Officers  at  Lazerne  appointed  to  execute  tlie  act 
of  April  4,  1799,  and  pursued  by  me.  1  think  there  cannot  exist 
a  single  case  of  omission.  Should  Mr.  Nixon,  however,  desire 
a  copy  of  the  release  forwarded,  it  shall  with  pleasure  l>e  done, 
which  you  will  please  to  communicate  to  him. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  respectful,  humble  serv't, 

A.  E.,  S.  L.  Off. 
T.  CoxK,  Esqr. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  TO^VNSHIP  OF  ULSTER. 

September  22,  1802. 

Before  me,  Thomas  Cooper,  Esqr. ,  Commissioners  under  the 
act  of  April  4,  1799,  "for  offering  comjiensation  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania claimants  of  Lands  within  the  seventeen  Townships  in 
the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purix)se8  therein  men- 
tionetl,''  personally  appeared  Obediah  Gore,  Esq.,  associate 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  pleas  of  the  said  County,  and 
Elijah  Buck,  Esquire,  of  Tioga  County,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  upon  their  oaths  do  severally  depose  and  say,  that  on 
the  28th  of  August,  1775,  on  the  applications  of  persons  (pro- 
prietors in  what  was  called  the  Susquehanna  Company)  whose 
names  are  mentioned  in  the  Document  A  and  B  hereto  annex- 
ed, a  grant  was  regularly  made  according  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  8aid  Company  for  a  Township  containing  2') 
Square  miles,  called  "Ulster,'*  located  on  the  west  side  of  the 
north  east  branch  of  the  River  Susquehanna,  a  true  Copy 
whereof  is  hereunto  annexed  in  the  document  C.  That  the 
war  breaking  out  soon  after  with  the  British  and  the  Indians, 
no  effectual  settlement  was  made  in  the  said  Township  under 
the  said  grant  of  177-5,  the  p'eiierality  of  the  proprietors  and 
settlers,  claimants  under  the  said  Grant  of  1775,  being  called 
to  the  common  defence  of  Wyoming  and  the  Neighborhood,  or 
having  joined  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

That  on  the  close  of  the  war,  and  during  the  Fall  of  1784,  and 
the  Spring  of  1785.  these  deponents,  together  with  upwards  of 
thirty  other  persons,  settled  and  resident  within  the  Township 
of  *' Ulster",  as  located  in  the  said  Grant  of  1775,  and  being 
weary  of  the  contest  with  Pennssylvania  respecting  the  Susque- 
hanna Com  jmny's  Claim,  and  desirous  of  living  at  i>eace  and 
49~VoL.  XVIII. 
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Roiiformably  to  tti«  Law6  of  the  titate  Jn  which  they  w«re 
[>liti;t-(l  by  the  ilrciHinn  at  Trentun,  they,  with  tlie  geaerality  uf 
IliH  pro[>rlt;torti  ami  Httttlerii  a/or«Halil,  were  and  havecontlnutHl 
xii[i|mrt>trH  of  the  juriiMliction  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  the  aeiitimentfl  of  tlie  uiidurtiigned  Deponeate  awl 
otIiurH,  HettlerH  In  tli»  old  town  of  "Uliter,"  bdng  commonly 
known,  they  wpre  violently  oii|>oHeil  on  many  occaHionH,  itiul 
their  liitereatB  thwarted  by  iniLiiy  leading;  proprlftom  in  tho 
SuHqiiihanna  Company  then  nii<I  now  reit{<leiit  in  Liizeriiu 
County,  and  who  wern  and  liitve  continued,  univertially  host iln 
to  the  pretenitloDH  of  Poiinsylvniiia.  fii  reBlxtct  of  the  SnHqiii*- 
haruin  purchase,  and  op[>oiMrH  of  uvery  plan  to  coiupromiif, 
hltlifrlo  hel<l  out  iindiT  lhi>  authority  of  the  ritate. 

Thiit  buinK  ovirpowereil  by  the  numlxtrH  of  their  opixinpnts 
in  till-  Su»quehaiinii  purchaw,  and  unwilllntc  toeinliark  in  any 
fiirtlii*!*  contention  and  dlKpiite,  Ihe  undersigned,  with  otli^r 
wt.liT!*  of  the  olii  town  of  ■■UlKter,"  acquieBced  in  the  claims  of 
iin  Intcrft^rinK  Townnliip,  laiil  nnt  by  and  iiiuler  (Jie  patronage 
of  their  opp'iiientMof  thndHKcrfpllon  nforeitaid,  iiniler  the  naniit 
of  AthenM,  HIill  ■■xiHting  anil  H<-ttled  ax  a  half  bhart-  Township, 
iMid  not  recoKnJEed  an  on«  of  the  17  TownHliipff  in  tile  County 
i.f  hiiierne  nnder  the  Act  of  April  4.  171)1),  or  the  wuppl^inent 
ihereto.  In  lien,  tben.fore,  oftlmo!.!  town  of  Ulster,"  which 
waH  entirely  on  the  weHt  Hide  of  the  River  (North  Kant  Kraix-h 
iif  the  HiiHqiiehannn),  tlieite  (te))onentD  and  other  cKkimanls  in 
wiiil  town  at!<iniui>ced  and  acoepted  a  new  Grant  of  aTowuHhii) 
'if  ■"UiMler,"  the  Northi'rii  1>niindH  whereof  cnuimeneed  at  thi' 
Hoiitb  part  of  Tioga  Point,  and  e:(tended  <m  Imth  tddeH  of  the 
Kiv-T  Hnsriuehanna;  a  copy  of  thiH  second  (frant,  ho  far  ait  it 
reiiiitini  pi^rfect.  in  I'ontained  in  t lie  annexed  donninent  !>. 

I>oc!ninent  K.  is  il  Hut  of  the  proprietors  applying  for  the  Kaid 
<rrant  innonforniity  to  the  rnleHund  regiilationn  of  thriSntwiue- 
linnna  Company. 

The  bunnilftrien  of  lb"  town  of  "l^lMler,"  ai-conling  to  Ihe 
I'loiLtion  >>f  theSd  Orant.  vwre  not  yet,  agreeable  to  the  clalin- 
anl:"  mid  settlers  of  the  town  of  Atliens,  who,  having  the  f^uid- 
luie--  cif  (he  arraim  of  the  Siinqtiuhanna  Com|»any  entirely 
ainoiii-tiieiiis,av.-i.uTid  tbeii- n.lIiereiitK,  inwsled  that  the  town 
of  ■■rist.T'Hlionlil  b.' pl'i""!  Htili  lower  down  the  River.  an.I 
thi''  wiiri  rigiiiii  i-onnenterl  to  hy  the  undersigned  deponents  niiil 
oili.THeitl.Ti.ir.  "ITlst.T.'-an.l  a  3.1  Orniit  wan  anceple.l  in  the 
year  ITSil.  a  nopy  wber.'of  is  i-ontnlii.-il  in  dornmeiit  F. 

Of  ih.iol.lt.. wn  ..f"i:isler' no  regular  Kiirvev  was frverina.le. 
owing  to  tb.'  eirrrmiistane.- of  the  War  iinniedial.-ly  Hncc.-.l- 
dinii  tb.-  orjjii.al  fiinnt.  nor  wai.  any  i.nrvey  coiniilete.i  mi.lrr 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS. 


771 


the  second  location,  a«  the  third  wa>*  granted  about  9  months 

only  after  the  Kecond. 

A  copy  of  tlie  survey  under  the  3d  Grant  is  herewith    pre- 

Hented,  ))eing   document   G.     If  the  old   location  of  **  Ulster,'* 

under  the  grant  of  1775  be  established,  it  will  include  but  few 

comparatively  of  the  applicants  under  the  liaw  of  April  4,  1790. 

The  second  will  include  all  those  who  have  applied  under  the 

sai<l  Law. 

Obkdiah  Gork, 

Elijah  Buck. 


Document  A. 

[This  appears  to  be  the  only  document  found.  J 

A  list  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of,  Mr.  Asael  Buck, 
Agent,  August  28,  1775. 


Catharine  Drajjer, 
Elijah  Phelps, 

i  share, 

1  1 

right  certified  by  receipts. 

4    do. 

o 

do. 

Jonathan  Buck, 

i    <lo. 

do.  by  certificate. 

Lock  wood  Smith, 

J    do. 

do. 

Thomas  Millard, 

jf    do. 

<lo.  by  receipt.    . 

Aholiab  Buck, 

h    do. 

do.  by  certificate. 

Ct.  Jos.  Eaton, 

h    do. 

do. 

Elijah  Buck, 

V    do. 

do. 

I>aniel  Kellogg, 

1    do. 

2 

do. 

Abraham  Brockaw, 

J    do. 

1 

tlo.  by  receipt. 

N.  B. — On  another  List  Exhibited,  the  following  names  ap- 
pear to  have  been  added  : 


Stephen  Sheppard, 
Joseph  Spalding, 
William  Buck, 
Oljadiah  Gore, 
M.  Hollenback, 


J  share 
i     do. 
2i  do. 
\     do. 


1 
1 
5 
1 
1 


}     do. 

J.  Jenkins  requests  the  favour  of  being  a<lmitte<l. 
Asael  Buck,  1     do.  2 

Thomas  McClu^e,  1     do.  2 
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THE  TOWSSHIP  OF  PROVIDENCE. 


List  of  original   Proprietors  of   thu    I'oirruhi/i    ol    Prariidtni^. 
yinrch  93,  1773. 

Zol.  .V... 

Ebenezer  Searles,      1 

Joha  Young, a 

Rictiani  «ani»oy,  by  C.  Wonlen.  Iiy  TIioh.  Picket,  Nov.   ], 


1773, 


CUiri: 

Timothy  Keye 

Luilwig  Updike,  by  Jos.  Slocuin,     .    , 
Oapt,  John  Hiiward.  by  Jus.  Hotchkia 

John  JIurfee, 

Pubbc  Lots,     , 

Uiitfhew  Taylor,  by  O.  BflUlwui.     . 
(;ai.t,  8il«N  Parke,  by  S.   Fuhoti.  J.n.r. 

Ihodo  Tripii,  Esqr., 

Siiiiiiiel  Slater 

Henery  Dowi*  Tripi 


Oiile. 


1  Robert 


Phihi.  Winter,  : 

Soloinou  Johnson, 

John  8ta]ile»<.  on  A.  Stiiiiion'M  Rite. 

Ciii>t.  Bilac  Park,      

Sttinv.el  F.-Itoii.  by  J..hn  Tempi.  .    .    . 

Levaii  Ross 

Preiervoil  ( 'ool,  b 
,rai^"b  .\iiguicl. 


Joiin 


■y,  So' 
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Lot  No. 

Phineas  Nash,  on  Sam'l  Massenger's  Rite, 37 

Ichabod  Hopkins,  by  James  Hopkins, 38 

Isaac  Tripp,  on  M.  Clark's  Rite,  by  Ed.  G look, 39 

Stephen  Jinkins,  by  Robert  Comstock, 40 

Paul  Feltonand  Hindale,  by  Jas.  Hindale, 41 

Jabez  Sill,  on  Wni.  Leonard's  Rite, 42 

Ebenezer  Hibbard,  by  Wm.  Hawkins, 43 

The  above  list  is  in  the  handwriting  of  my  Father,  Zebulon 
Butler,  and  I  apprehend  it  to  be  a  true  list  of  the  old  Pro- 
prietors of  Providence  Township,  June  7,  1802. 

Lord  Butlkr. 

The  above  list  corresponds  with   a  coi)y  taken  by  me  from 

an  old  list  of  my  Father.     June  7,  1802. 

ls?AAc  Tripp. 


MEETING  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS. 

Providknck,  June  1,  1802. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Provi- 
dence, duly  warned  and  held  at  the  school  house  in  said  Town 
this  first  tlay  of  Jane,  A.  D. ,  1802.  Firstly,  Voted.  Mr.  lasac 
Tripj),  Sen'r,  moderator  of  this  meeting. 

2il.  Voted,  that  Constant  Searle,  Esqr  ,  Isaac  Tripp,  Sen'r, 
and  the  Proprietors'  Clerk  of  this  Town  be  a.id  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  procure  all  necessary  profit  to  establish 
the  title  of  said  Town,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  April  4,  A.  D., 
1799,  intitled  an  "act  offering  Compensation  to  Pennsylvania 
Claimants,  &c.,"  wait  on  and  Exhibit  the  same  to  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  carry  into  Execution  said  act,  and  we 
hereby  authorize  the  said  Committee  to  ask  for  and  receive  all 
necessary  jMipers  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned  from  all  per- 
sons holding  the  same. 

3d.  Voted,  That  James  Abbott  and  John  Taylor  be  and  are 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  apply  to  the  Land  Office  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for  certain  tracts  of  Land 
belonging  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Providence, 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Publick  Lands  in  said  Town- 
ship and  take  deeiis  of  the  same  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said 
Proprietors,  and  do  hereby  invest  the  aforesaid  Committee  with 
full  power  in  every  respect  relative  to  obtaining  a  Title  of  the 
aforesaid  land,  agreeaV)le  to  the  act  of  April  4,  A.  D. ,  1709,  In- 
titled  an  "Act  offering  Compensation  to  Pennsylvania  claim- 
ents,  &c.,''  as  we  were  personally  present. 
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T)iiH  Cerliry  tlmt  tlif  ri>rf|{OiiiK 


Kkcbkx  Tayluh, 

Froprletora'  C/fik. 


Pkovidk\ce,  /«ne28,  A.  D..  1S02. 
We,thRiin()erM{fn*'<11sAiicTrip{)anilKeubeDTaylur,  of  ProvL 
■liquet)  Towiuhi)},  (tu  declare  ui>oii  oath  thut  ne  do  ttot  iKjesenn 
iiur  tlu  «(!  know  of  any  l}i'aui;hTs,  imiifniorDocutueDtH  belong- 
ing to  the  TowiiBhip  of  Proviili'iK'i"  uuil  iieet;Hiuiry  to  the  In- 
vtJMtigatiou  of  Titlex  thfreiii,  otlu>r  than  ttie  list  of  orl({iii»l 
Projirietont  now  prenfiitfil  to  tlie  CotiimiieionTM  ami  autlif  ii- 
tlcuteil  l)j-  Loril  lititltTiiiiil  Ismip  Tripp abovf  named,  eiceptint; 
certain  entries  made  hy  the  iiIk>vi'  name<l  Reiilien  Taylur  as 
town  Clerk  as  to  the  Conveyance  of  the  public  Lots,  and  we 
tiave  alwayx  ntideivtood  and  have  no  donbt  bnt  that  all  thi> 
iniiteriiLl.  public  pa])erH  beloniiin);;  to  the  haid  Townshit>  were 
io-1,  burnt  or  (lestl'Oyed  soon  after  the  Indian  Jlattlu.  Jnne  7. 
1B02. 

KKruK.N  TAYI.OK, 


of  Appli'-atiovs. 

ISy  Thitiu  npplieil  f»i 


Cla-fviaufs  Name.  JVo 

.laiiiuM  AblKitl, rm  JftmeH  AblMi 

Lord  Butler.    Zeb.    But-  Lonl  Buller, 

kT.  Btiiben    Butler.  I  Lyilia  Butler. 

Hannah,    the   wife    of  [  „,  Rosewell  WelK 

ItoswellWells;  Lydia.  j  '  Binben  Butler. 

tho  wife  of  Geo.   Orif-  |  Zebnion  Bmler. 

Ihi,  and  Nancy  Butler.  J  Nancy  Butler. 

.lolni  Alhwi.rtb 804  John  Alswortli. 

I>iLVid  Bulwell S.J3  Rosewell  Wells. 

Rev.  William  Bi^'hop,    .    .    341)  William  Bishoi>. 

Matthew  Covell Tllf  Matthew  C.vel, 

.T„lin  8.  HovkiUB 2'24  John  B.  Hopkim 

Abniluiiu  Brown 04T  Isaiie  Tripp. 

.Inmi-s  BuBley 217  Jam.>  BubIi'v. 

.L.liu  Cnrv :t:Hi  J.>hn<'iiry. 

William  C„se 7>>7  Williiim  Cn^p,  In 

B^ujHiiiin  Atf 


.Iph 


<iGII 


liarles  Dolph. 
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Claimant's  Name.  No.         Jif/ whom  applied  for. 

Enoch  Holmes, o72     Enoch  Holmes. 

John  Hollenback,   ....    223    John    Hollenback,  for   part   <»f 

Lots  Xo.s.  15  ami  16. 

John  Hollenback,    ....    810    John  Hollenback,  for  part    of 

Lot  24. 

Joseph  Horseflekl,  ....    100    Joseph  Horsefield. 

Matthias  Hollenback,       .    640    Obediah  Gore,  Adm'r  of  John 

Murphy. 

Lewis  Jones, 579    Lewis  Jones. 

Reuben  Ireland, 237     Reuben  Ireland. 

James  Lewis, 635    James  Lewis. 

Conrad  Lutz, 183    Conrad  Lutz. 

William  Miller, 729    William  Miller. 

Nathan  Roberts,      ....    876    Nathan  Roljerts. 

8am uel  Roberts, 336    Samuel  Roberts. 

William  Stanton,    ....    331     William  Stanton. 

Robert  Secor, 350     Ebenezer  Parke. 

Ebenezer    and    Benjamin 

Slocum, 626    Ebenezer    and    Benjamin   Blo- 

cum. 

James  Abbott  and  John 
Taylor,  Committee  Pub- 
lic Land,      791     John  Taylor  and  James  Abbott, 

Committee  of  Public  Land. 

Amasa  Tripp, 656    AmasaTripp. 

John  Taylor,      330    John  Taylor. 

Preserved  Taylor,  ....    065    Preserved  Taylor. 

Isaac  Tripp, 647     Isaac  Tripp. 

Isaac  Tripp,  Junr. ,     .    .    .    683     Isaac  Trip]>.  Junr. 

Stephen  Tripp, 672     Stephen  Tripp. 

Daniel  Taylor, 606    Daniel  Taylor. 

James  Wygan, 179    Benjamin  Attwater. 

Isaac  Wilson, 546    Lsaac  Wilson. 

William  Wright, 351     William  Wright. 

Waller  Washbourne,      .    .    345    Waller  Washbourue. 

Willis  Brees 347    Rebecca  Goodrich. 

Joseph  Fellows, 157    Joge])h  Fellows. 

Zephaniah  Knapp,      .   .   .    484    Zephaniah  Knapp. 

Reuben  Taylor, 360    Reuben  Taylor. 

Elijah  Hunter 548     Elijah  Hunter. 

Levi  Dei>ew, 657     Levi  Depew. 

David  Barnum, 763    Stephen  Gardner. 

Thon.as  Sambourne,     .    .    752     Jonathan  Dolph. 

Benjamin  Brown,    ....    221     Benjamin  Brown. 

Moses  Clerk, 359    Daniel  Kniffer. 


rO  MISCELLANKors    1>APKHS. 


CLAIMS    OF    CHARLOTT  AND   OTHERS. 

T}it  Claims  of  Stephen  Charlotte  Harry  Moryan^  Benjatnin  Stal- 
ford  and  Brothers  and  Ephraim  Jlarsfi. 

Mr.  Wm.  Shoch  will  request  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Proi>erty  to  the  followin^j^  claims  to  L«in(iK  in  the  Seventeen 
Townships  in  the  County  of  Luzerne  : 

1st.  The  claim  of  Stephen  Charlott  to  lot  number  seven  in 
the  Township  of  Sprinij^field.  His  claim  has  been  laid  before 
the  Commisioner  by  application,  but  no  certificate  lias  is8ue<l. 
He  claims  all  the  remainder  of  lot  >'o.  7,  except  two  hundred 
acres,  together  with  one-fiftieth  i>art  of  the  undivided  land  in 
the  said  Township,  which  irom  the  (Commissioners  return  ap- 
pt*ar  to  be  in  the  whole  upwards  of  5, 100 acres:  of  cotirse  100 
acres  to  a  share.     The  claim  of  Stephen  Charlott  will  l>e  8uj>- 

ported  by  a  regular  chain  of  conveyances  from Churchill, 

through  several  iiersons  to   Stephen    Charlott.     The   lot   will 
appear  on  the  draught  of  the  Township,  >)ut  as  no  jiarticular 
person  attendeil  to  the  Commissionttrs  survey,  it  has  l>een  cut 
short  of  its  original  boundaries  and  what   is  left  out    falls  to 
the  undiviiled  land  of   the  Township  of   course,  as  no  injury 
(MHild  be  sustained  by  any  individual,  it  ishoi>ed  that  the  Board 
of  Property  will  order  the  tract  resurveyed  as  it  was  originally 
bounded.     It  ought  further  to  be  understood  that  as  this  lot 
is  a  mountain  lot  a  much  larger  quantity   of    land  ought  to 
be,  and  was  by  the  iiroprietor  allowed  to  it   to  make  it  ec^ual 
in  value  to  other  Lots  of  the  Township.     It  must  also  be  un- 
«lerstood  that  Mr.  Charlott  is  now,  and  lias  been  manv'  vears, 
in  the  full  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  lot  by  an  actual  per- 
sonal residence  and  has  made  thereon  v«liia))Ie  improvements. 
2d.  Harry  Morgan  in  behalf  r)f  himself  and  others,  heirs  of 
James   Morgan,  tlereased,  olaims  lot  No.      ,  in         division,  ir 

the  Township  of  Salem.     His  claim  is  derived  from Heath 

the   original    proprietor   by  a  regular   conv»\vanee.     Refereno 
may  be  had  to  the  ileeil  and  to  the  Commissioners  draught  ' 
the  Township,  and  that  it  lias  lieen  surveyed  and  valued,  ai 
that  the  above  name<l  applicant  is  the  son    and   heir  of  Jan 
Morgan  will  appear  from  the  ftM-tifioate  of  (feorge  Hain,  Jf 
Fell  and  Matthias  Hr)Jlenbaoh,  now  in  the  Land  Offlee.     Ja 
Morgan  went  into  the  State  of  New  .f^rsey  an<l  died  about 
time  of  the  compromising  law  in  17t>7  and   his  wife  lieing 
<lea«l  and   the    present  applicants  nn'noi>.  and  v<»ry  youn/ 
benefit  has  been  realized  by  th»'m  from  the    provisions  o 
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said  act,  they,  therefore  have  now  made  application  ftn*l  pray 
that  a  patent  may  iss<ue  to  them. 

Benjamin  Staiford,  Joseph  Staiford  dnd  John  JStalford. 

3d,  The  claims  of  Benjamin  IStalford  and  Brothers  is  derived 
through  Miner  York,  from  WilHam  Smith  and  Esther  Smith, 
his  wife,  and  John  Terrell  and  Keziah  Terrell  his  wife,  sons-in- 
law  and  daughters  of  Lucretia  York,  and  Is  included  in  the 
application  of  said  Lucretia  Y'ork,  and  is  composed  of  all  that 
I>art  contained  in  the  said  application  lor  Land  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Springfield  not  certificated  to  M.  Miner  York,  which 
was  allotted  to  the  said  Esther  Smith  and  Keziah  Terrell. 

The  power  from  Esther  Smith  to  order  the  conveyance  by 
which  the  said  M.  Miner  York  sold  her  share,  is  made  known 
by  a  kind  of  Certificate  from  William  Smith,  her  husband,  and 
the  i>ower  from  Keziah  Terrell  is  manifested  in  several  letters 
trom  John  Terrell,  her  husband,  to  the  same  M.  M.  York,  but 
particularly  by  one  accompanying  the  Dockuments  authoriz- 
ing a  sale  to  a  Mr,  Buck,  but  as  Mr.  Buck  did  not  choose  to 
purchase  it  was  sold  to  Benjamin  Arkley,  and  from  Arkley  to 
the  said  Staiford. 

It  ought  to  be  recollected  that  deeils  for  Lands  in  the  county 
of  Luzerne,  unless  they  had  a  certificate  or  could  trace  the 
line  of  Pennsylvania  title  to  its  origin  since  1799,  have  been 
deemed  illegal  and  of  course  invalid  and  unnecessary ;  this  is  a 
reason  why  deeds  were  not  always  given  when  right  of  preemp- 
tion was  transferred,  deeming  possession  alone  sufficient.  And 
Mr.  Staiford  is  in  i>ossession,  having  a  family  on  the  premises 
and  has  built  a  sawmill  on  the  same.  It  is  wished  a  patent 
might  issue  to  Benjamin,  Joseph  and  John  Stallford.  If  that 
cannot  be  done,  it  is  requested  that  time  may  be  allowed  them 
to  send  into  the  State  of  Connecticut,  where  the  said  Esther 
Smith  and  Keziah  Terrell  reside. 

4th.  Lucretia  Gaylord's  Title  was  originally  from  Lavinia 
York,  her  Mother;  her  lan<l  is  included  in  the  application  of 
the  said  Lucretia  Y'ork,  as  will  npi>ear  from  the  commissioners 
draught  in  the  Surveyor  General's  Office.  She  requests  that  a 
patent  may  issue  to  her. 

5th.  Sidney  Marsh  is  the  eldest  of  two  sons  of  Ephraim  Marsh, 
late  or  Springfield  Township,  deceased.  It  is  understood  that 
Ephraim,  who  died  very  suddenly  of  only  24  hours  sickness,  on 
his  death  l)ed,  and  but  few  minutes  previous  to  his  decease, 
verbally  willed  or  gave  the  possession  in  the  s^iid  Township, 
now  under  consideration,  lo  his  two  sons,  they  supporting,  as 
well  as  they  could,  their  mother  and  the  other  children,  which 
were  eight  daughters.  This  requisition  the  said  Sidney  has 
complied  with  and  still  continues  to  coinxily  with.     The  other 
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Hon,  whose  first  name  is  not  reoollected,  having  loiii;  Kiiici-nli- 
Kconded  nnd  left  tlie  fainil) . 

The  title  ot  the  naic]  Ei>l)ralin  Marsh  is  iterlvtxl  from  Puri^hull 
Terry,  an  original  Proprietor  in  naiil  Township,  wbicli  th<*  naiil 
Par»hall  toolc  up  mid  eold  to  the  of  the  Haid  Uamh  ax  liic 

Hhare  of  the  un<livi(led  land  in  the  eaiil  Towniihip. 

In  tiielife  time  of  Ephruim  Marah  he  made  application  to 
the  com mlMsi oners.  Tlie  certificate  or  letter  of  Jeijse  Fell, 
which  acoomi>aiiys  these  documents,  will  give  information  on 
the  Hiilijent.  AIbo  tlie  certificate  of  Jolin  Taylor,  cterit  to  the 
proprietori".  will  show  that  by  agreement  of  the  proprietor?*, 
that  every  porwm  nettling  on  land  in  the  nald  Township  havfii); 
aright  to  land  in  it,  should  hold  the  lond  on  which  he  was 
settled. 

The  docii mentis  which  accompany  the  applinatioii  of  Sidney 
Marnh  will  ehow  the  claim  of  title  from  Parshall  Terry  to 
Ephraim  Marsh. 

If  till-  Hoard  should  lie  of  the  opinicn  that  it  would  noi  \>v 
right  to  iMitent  the  land  to  Sidney  Marnh  for  hi.-;  sole  n»e,  It  in 
hoped  tliat  it  will  In-  patented  to  him  for  the  use  of  lh«  heira 
of  the  said  Ephraim. 

0th.  The  last  thing  to  he  sulimitted  to  the  hoard  is  (as  the 
land  is  to  lie  wold  to  the  settlers  at  the  same  price  another  laixl 
In  the  seventeen  Townships  was  sold,  that  is,  at  what  it  was 
valued  l)y  the  commissioners),  whether  the  Board  will  Kive  the 
applicants  under  the  present  law  the  same  chance  of  making 
liayments  hy  installments  that  was  given  to  former  claimants 
In  the  seventeen  Townshiiw. 

When  the  Imard  have  the  subject  under  cousideratioii,  it  is 
hopi'd  that  their  decision  will  bens  favorable  totlie  appliciLnis 
as  the  law  and  nature  of  the  cause  will  admit  of,  as  it  in  to  be 
e\i>ected  that  the  present  decision  will  Ite  adapted  in  future  as 
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companies  known  by  the  names  of  the  Connecticut  Siiwiiie- 
hanna  Company  and  the  Conne(*ticut  Delaware  Company,  to  a 
considerable  extent  of  territory  within  this  8tate,  have,  by 
various  improi^er  practices,  long  endeavored  to  defeat  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  to  defame  the  titles  of 
persons  iioldin)?  lands  by  grants  from  this  State  or  tlie  late 
proprietaries  before  the  revolution.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
counteract  such  practices  and  to  preserve  the  just  rights  of 
this  State : 

Skction  1.  Be  it  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  llrst  dav 
of  Muv  next,  no  conveyance  to  be  made  of  any  land  within 
the  counties  of  Luzerne,  Ijycoming  and  Wayne,  shall  be  good 
or  eflfectual  to  i>as8  any  rights,  title  or  interest  to  the  land  in 
such  conveyance  mentioned,  unless  derived  from  this  State  or 
the  late  proprietaries  thereof,  before  the  fourth  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  unless  the  said 
conveyance  shall  expressly  refer  to  and  recite  the  substance  of 
thj  warrant,  survey,  i>atent  or  title  under  which  the  same  is 
so  derived  from  this  State  or  the  late  proprietaries  thereof,  be- 
fore the  said  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six  ;  and  if  any  judge  or  justice  shall  take  an  acknowl- 
edgment or  proof,  or  any  recorder  of  deeds,  or  any  other  per- 
son shall  record  any  deed  which  shall  not  have  been  derived  as 
aforesaid,  he  shall,  for  every  offense,  forfeit  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  tlollars,  which  forfeiture  shall  be  recoverable  >)y  action 
of  debt  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  State,  the  one-half 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  other  half 
thereof  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  and  such  ac- 
knowledgment and  recording  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect ; 
and  every  such  recorder  of  deeds  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  his 
office:  Provided  always.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  make  valid  any  conveyance  heretofore 
made,  of  any  pretended  title  or  claim  to  land  under  the  colony 
or  State  of  Connecticut  or  either  of  the  companies  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Connecticut  Susquehanna  or  the  Connecticut 
Delaware  Company. 
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